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Abt.  L— Chbist's  Sbcond  Coming. 

BY  THE  EDITOB. 

In  our  previous  articles  on  this  subject,  we  have  shown 
that  Christ's  second  coming  is  to  take  place  at  the  time  of 
the  destruction  of  the  antichristian  powers,  of  the  resurrec- 
tion of  the  holy  dead,  and  of  the  restoration  of  the  Israel- 
ites. 

TV.  There  is  a  large  class  of  passages  in  which  it  is  shown 
with  equal  distinctness  and  emphasis  that  its  time  is  to  be 
that  of  the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles,  and  the  extension  of 
his  empire  over  the  whole  world.  Of  these,  Psalms  iL,  Ixxii, 
and  ex.,  are  of  an  earlier  date  than  any  that  we  have  hitherto 
quoted,  and  they,  with  the  other  Messianic  Psalms,  like  Dan. 
viL  13, 14,  Zech.  xiv.  9,  and  Kev.  xi.  15,  indicate  that  Christ 
is,  at  his  second  coming,  to  be  invested  with  the  dominion 
of  the  earth ;  that  the  kings  of  the  nations  are  then  to  be 
gathered  together  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  his  king- 
dom; that  he  is  to  judge  and  destroy  them  and  their  hosts ; 
and  that  he  is  immediately  thereafter  to  bring  all  the  tribes 
of  the  earth  to  submission  to  his  sceptre,  raise  them  to  ex- 
alted knowledge,  and  crown  them  with  peace  and  blessed- 
neBS. 

TOL.  VIL— HO.  L  1 
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Thus,  in  Psalm  ii.,  from  the  pen  of  David,  the  nations  are 
first  exhibited  as  in  a  rage,  and  the  kings*  of  the  earth  as 
taking  counsel  together  and  arraying  themselves  against  the 
Messiah,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  him  from  reigning 
over  them.  "Why  do  the  nations  rage,  and  the  people 
imagine  a  vain  thing?  The  kings  of  the  earth  set  them- 
selves, and  the  rulers  take  counsel  together  against  Jehovah 
and  his  Messiah :  (saying)  Let  us  break  their  bands  asunder 
and  cast  away  their  cords  from  us." — ^Vs.  2-3.  The  period 
to  which  the  prediction  refers  is  thus  to  be  one  in  which  the 
nations,  instead  of  being  converted,  are  to  be  in  alienation 
from  Christ,  and  indulging  in  a  vain  dream  of  a  triumph 
over  him;  promising  themselves,  not  improbably,  like  the 
infidel  crowds  of  Europe  at  the  present  time,  a  total  extrica- 
tion from  the  restraints  of  his  religion :  while  the  kings  of 
the  earth  are  to  unite  in  schemes  £:>r  a  complete  extinction 
of  his  followers  and  his  authority.  This  corresponds  to  the 
representation,  Kev.  xvi.  13-16,  that  they  are,  at  the  time  of 
his  second  coming,  to  be  assembled  for  a  great  battle  against 
him.  Their  object  is  to  be  to  prevent  the  re-establi>hment 
of  the  Israelites  in  Jerusalem,  and  thereby  confute  the  pre- 
diction that  he  is  to  be  their  king,  conquer  all  their  foes,  and 
extend  his  soeptre  over  the  whole  earth.  But  Jehovah  wiU 
interpose  and  confound  them,  and  turn  their  impious  attempt 
into  derision.  "  He  that  sitteth  in  the  heavens  shall  laugh, 
the  Lord  shall  have  them  in  derision.  Then  shall  he  speak 
unto  them  in  his  wrath,  and  terrify  them  in  his  displea- 
sure."— Vs.  4,  5.  Their  terror  will  be  caused  not  merely  by 
his  voice,  but  by  the  visible  presence  also,  we  learn  from 
Bev.  vi.  15-17,  of  God  Almighty  and  the  Lamb  at  his  right 
hand;  for  they  are,  in  their  consternation,  to  cry  to  the 
mountains  and  rocks  to  fall  on  them,  and  hide  them  from 
the  face  of  him  that  siUeth  on  the  throne,  and  from  the  wrath 
of  the  Lamb,  for  the  great  day  of  his  wrath  has  come."  The 
Lord  God  Almighty — the  Father — ^is  to  be  visible,  therefore, 
as  well  as  the  Lamb,  as  he  was  in  the  vision  beheld  by  the 
apostle,  Kev.  iv.  v.  And  God  the  Almighty  shall  say  to  them, 
"And  I  have  constituted  my  king  upon  Zion,  my  holy  hill," 
V-  8, — according  to  the  purpose  revealed  to  the  ancient  pro* 
-phets  which,  you  are  endeavoring  to  confute.  The  Messiah 
himself  is  then  to  interpose,  and  recite  the  decree  by  which  he 
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is  constituted  king,  and  proclaim  the  universality  of  his  em- 
pire, and  his  conquest  of  his  foes.  "  I  will  declare  the  de- 
cree. The  Lord  hath  said  unto  me:  Thou  art  ray  Son: 
this  day  have  I  begotten  thee.  Ask  of  me,  and  I  will  give 
the  nations  thine  inheritance,  and  the  ends  of  the  earth  thy 
possession.  Thou  shalt  break  them  with  a  rod  of  iron : 
thou  shalt  dash  them  to  pieces  like  a  potter's  vessel." — Vs. 
7-9.  Zion  is  thus  to  be  the  seat  of  his  throne ;  and  at  the 
time  when  he  receives  his  dominion  and  enters  on  his.  reign, 
the  kings  of  the  earth,  instead  of  being  his  obedient  subjects, 
are  to  be  assembled  in  array  against  him,  and  are  to  be 
overwhelmed  by  his  avenging  bolts.  This  is  in  harmony 
with  the  predictions  of  his  coming,  Isaiah  Ixvi.  15, 16,  Zech. 
xiv.  1-4,  12,  13,  2  Thess.  i.  1-10  and  ii.  8,  Kev.  vi.  15-17, 
ii.  18,  xix.  19-21,  which  foreshow  that  the  kings  are  to  be 
assembled  in  arms  against  him,  and  are  to  be  swept  to  de- 
struction by  his  devouring  lightnings.  The  Psalmist  now 
turns,  and  exhorts  the  kings  and  judges  of  the  earth,  instead 
of  vainly  attempting  to  exclude  Christ  from  his  empire,  to 
bend  in  submission  to  his  ^sceptre,  and  adore  and  serve  him ; 
that  they  may  escape  destruction,  and  share  in  the  blessed- 
ness to  which  those  who  put  their  trust  in  him  are  to  be 
exalted.  "  Be  wise  now,  therefore,  0  ye  kings ;  be  instructed 
ye  judges  of  the  earth.  Serve  the  Lord  with  fear,  and  rejoice 
with  trembling.  Kiss  the  Son  lest  he  be  angry,  and  ye  per- 
ish from  the  way  when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a  little. 
Blessed  are  all  they  that  put  their  trust  in  him." — Vs.  10-18. 
This  implies,  like  Isaiah  Ixvi.,  Zech.  xiv.,  2  Thess.  i.  arid  li., 
and  Rev.  vi.  and  xix.,  that  the  destruction  is  to  be  confined 
to  the  open  and  organized  enemies  who  endeavor  to  intercept 
him  from  his  throne,  or  refuse  subjection  to  his  sway ;  and 
that  those  who  survive  are  to  be  led  to  welcome  and  serve 
him,  and  to  partake  ill  the  blessings  of  his  gracious  reign. 
His  assumption  of  the  dominion  of  the  earth  and  the  conver- 
sion of  the  nations  are,  therefore,  to  take  place — not  at  an 
antecedent  period — ^but  at  the  time  of  his  second  coming. 

Psalm  ex.  presents  a  similar  prediction  of  the  destruction 
of  hostile  kings  and  the  conversion  of  the  nations  at  his  as- 
sumption of  the  dominion  of  the  earth.  Christ  is  to  sit  at 
the  right  hand  of  the  Father  till  his  enemies  are  subdued. 
"  Thus  saith  Jehovah  to  my  Lord  (the  Messiah),  Sit  at  mj 
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right  hand,  till  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  footstool  The  rod 
of  thy  strength  will  Jehovah  send  forth  from  Zion.  Rule 
thou  in  the  midst  of  thine  enemies." — ^Vs.  1, 2.  This  session 
at  the  right  hand  of  Jehovah  accords  with  Daniel  viL  9-14, 
in  which  the  Ancient  of  days  is  exhibited  as  appearing  en- 
throned at  the  judgment  and  destruction  of  the  fourth  beast; 
Bev.  vi.  16,  in  which  the  Father,  that  sat  on  the  throne,  as 
well  as  the  Lamb,  is  represented  as  appearing  to  the  kings 
and  their  armies  in  the  day  of  his  wrath  enthroned ;  and 
Rev,  xxi.  22,  2S,  xxiL  1-3,  in  which  the  Lord  God  Al- 
mighty— the  Father — is  exhibited  as  enthroned  with  the 
Lamb  in  the  New  Jerusalem,  and  constituting  its  temple 
and  its  light  during  the  millennium  of  the  earth.  It  is  sub- 
sequently announced  that  in  the  day  of  his  wrath,  which  is 
the  day  of  his  second  coming  and  judgment  of  his  enemies, 
he  is  to  smite  kings  and  slaughter  many  foes.  ''The  Lord 
at  thy  right  hand— (the  Messiah) — smites  kings  in  the  day 
of  his  wrath.  He  shall  judge  among  the  heathen,  he  shall 
fill  them  with  dead  bodies,  he  shall  smite  heads  on  the  wide 
earth." — ^Vs.  5,  6.  But  that  day  of  vengeance  on  his  enemies 
is  to  be  the  day  of  the  willing  and  joyful  submission  of  the 
other  inhabitants  of  the  earth  to  his  sceptre.  **  Thy  people 
are  free-will  offerings  in  the  day  of  thy  power,  in  beauties 
of  holiness,  from  the  womb  of  the  morning  to  thee  (thy 
morning),  the  dew  of  thy  youth,"  v.  3:  that  is,  from  the 
first  rays,  the  dawn  in  freshness  and  beauty  of  thy  millen- 
nial reign.  It  is  at  the  time  of  his  coming,  therefore,  the 
conquest  of  his  armed  foes,  and  establishment  of  his  throne 
in  Zion,  that  the  nations  are  to  be  converted,  and  become 
the  willing  and  joyous  subjects  of  his  sceptre. 

His  judging  and  destroying  the  usurping  powers  that 
tyrannize  over  his  people — which  are  to  take  place  at  his 
second  coming — ^are  likewise  exhibited  in  Psalm  Ixxii.  as 
to  be  immediately  followed  by  the  conversion  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, and  a  reign  of  peace  over  the  whole  earth.  The  Psalm- 
ist first  predicts,  in  the  form  of  prayer,  that  God  will  invest 
the  Son  with  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  earth,  which  he  is  to 
exerdse  in  righteousness,— delivering  his  people  and  judging 
his  enemies.  "  0  God,  give  thy  judgments  to  the  king,  and 
thy  righteousness  to  the  king's  Son,''  v.  1.  This  investiture 
with  the  dominion  of  the  earth  is  to  ti^e  place,  we  learn  fix>m 


Digitizeol  by 


Google 


1854.]  Ohrisfs  Second  Coming.  6 

Psalm  iL  and  ex.,  Dan.  vii.  9-lS,  and  Rev.  xL  15,  at  Christ's » 
second  coming  and  destruction  of  the  antichristian  hosts. 
The  first  great  acts  of  his  reign,  it  is  then  announced,  are  to 
be  the  deliverance  and  vindication  of  his  humble  and  nedls- 
sitous  people,  and  the  destruction  of  the  tyrants  who  are 
warring  on  them.  '*  He  shall  judge  thy  people  with  right- 
eousness, and  thy  afflicted  ones  with  judgment  He  shall 
judge  the  afflicted  of  the  people,  he  shall  save  the  sons  of  the 
needy,  and  shall  crrjbah  the  oppressor  J' — ^Vs.  2-4.  These  judg- 
ments are  to  be  immediately  followed  by  the  manifestation 
of  himself  in  his  infinite  beauty  and  graciousness,  the  conver- 
sion of  the  nations,  and  the  extension  of  his  empire  over  the 
whole  earth.  '*  They  shall  fear  thee  ¥rith  the  sun  [wherever 
it  shines],  and  before  the  moon  generation  of  generations. 
He  shall  come  dovm  like  rain  upon  movm  grass^  and  Wee  show- 
ers that  toater  the  earth.  In  his  days  shall  the  righteous  sprout, 
and  abundance  of  peace  till  the  moon  shall  cease.  And  he 
shall  rule  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  the  river  to  the  ends  of 
the  earth.  Before  him  the  inhabitants  of  the  wilderness 
shall  bow,  and  his  enemies  shall  lick  the  dust.  And  to  him 
shall  all  kings  bow,  all  nations  shall  serve  him.** — ^Vs.  5-11. 
To  the  conversion  of  the  nations  is  to  succeed  an  everlasting 
reign  of  righteousness,  plenty,  and  bliss.  "  He  will  have  pity 
on  the  poor  and  needy,  and  the  souls  of  the  needy  he  will  save. 
From  oppression  and  from  violence  he  shall  redeem  their 
soul,  and  precious  shall  their  blood  be  in  his  eyes.  Let  there 
be  (but)  a  handful  of  corn  in  the  land  on  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tains ;  its  fruit  shall  wave  like  Lebanon,  and  they  shall  flour- 
ish from  the  city  like  grass  of  the  earth.  His  name  shall  be 
forever;  his  name  shall  be  in  the  presence  of  the  sun  [wherever 
it  shines],  and  by  him  shall  men  bless  themselves ;  all  nations 
shall  praise  him." — Ys.  13-17.  This  glorious  change  is  thus 
to  be  wrought  by  the  Messiah,  at  the  time  of  his  investiture 
with  the  dominion  of  the  earth,  and  coming  to  judge  and 
destroy  the  usurpers  who  arrogate  his  throne,  and  oppress 
and  devour  his  people. 

The  next  predictions  probably  in  the  order  of  time  are 
those  of  Isaiah  il  and  Micah  iv.,  in  which  it  is  foreshown,  in 
the  most  explicit  terms,  that  in  the  last  days,  when  Jehovah 
shall  re-establish  his  temple  on  Mount  Zion,  and  shall  reveal 
himself  there  in  glory,  all  the  £eJse  religions  that  have  before 
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.prevailed,  are  to  be  swept  from  existence,  and  all  nations 
repair  to  Jerusalem  to  offer  worship  and  receive  laws: 

j^  It  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  last  days,  the  mountain  of  Jehovah's 
house  shall  be  established  in  the  top  of  the  mountains,  and  shall  be 
exalted  above  the  hills;  and  all  nations  shall  flow  unto  it.  And 
many  people  shall  go  and  say.  Come  ye,  and  let  us  go  up  to  the 
mountain  of  Jehovah,  to  the  house  of  the  God  of  Jacob ;  and  he 
will  teach  us  of  his  ways,  and  we  will  walk  in  his  paths :  for  out  of 
Zion  shall  go  forth  the  law,  and  the  word  of  Jehovah  from  Jerusalem. 
And  he  shall  judge  among  the  nations,  and  shall  rebuke  many  peo- 
ple :  and  they  shall  beat  their  swords  into  ploughshares,  and  their 
spears  into  pruning-hooks ;  nation  shall  not  lift  up  sword  against 
nation,  neither  shall  they  learn  war  any  more.  But  they  shall  sit 
every  man  under  his  vine  and  under  his  figtree,  and  none  shall  make 
afraid;  for  the  mouth  of  Jehovah  of  hosts  hath  spoken  it" — Isaiah 
ii.  1-4,  Micah  iv.  1-5. 

And  that  is  to  be  when  Jehovah  comes  in  visible  majesty, 
and  his  enemies  are  to  fly  to  the  caverns  of  the  mountains,  to 
hide  themselves  from  his  vengeance.  Eev.  vL  15-17.  "  En- 
ter into  the  rock,  and  hide  thee  in  the  dust,  for  fear  of  the 
Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  his  majesty." — Isaiah  ii.  10.  This 
implies  that  he  is  then  to  appear  visibly,  with  such  dazzling 
displays  of  his  deity  as  to  strike  his  enemies  with  consterna- 
tion. "  For  the  day  of  Jehovah  of  hosts  shall  be  upon  every 
one  that  is  lofty,  and  upon  every  one  lifted  up ;  and  he  shall 
be  brought  low :  and  the  loftiness  of  man  shall  be  bowed 
down,  and  the  haughtiness  of  man  shall  be  made  low ;  and 
Jehovah  alone  shall  be  exalted  in  that  day.  And  they  shall 
go  into  the  holes  of  the  rocks,  and  into  the  caves  of  the  earth, 
for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  his  majesty,  when 
he  ariseth  to  shake  terribly  the  earth." — ^Vs.  10-19.  Why 
should  they  fly  to  the  dens  and  caverns  to  hide  themselves 
from  the  splendors  of  his  majesty,  if  there  are  to  be  no  sig- 
nals of  his  personal  presence  ?  Why  should  they  be  smitten 
with  terror  at  his  impending  vengeance,  if— as  they  maintain 
who  deny  that  he  is  then  to  come  in  person — that  epoch  is 
to  be  an  epoch  of  mercy  exclusively,  and  not  of  judgment 
on  his  enemies  ? 

At  this  great  crisis,  accordingly,  he  is  effectually  to  vindi- 
cate his  right  to  the  supreme  homage  he  demands.    The 
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hanglity  usurpers  who  arrogated  his  throne,  and  attempted 
to  exclude  him  &om  his  empire,  are  to  be  dashed  to  destruc- 
tion, and  all  nation^  and  individuals  led  to  renounce  their 
fiJse  gods,  and  become  his  willing  adorers.  "The  lofty 
looks  of  man  shall  be  humbled,  and  the  haughtiness  of  men 
shall  be  bowed  down ;  and  Jehovah  alone  shall  be  exalted 
in  that  day :  and  the  idols  he  shall  utterly  abolish.  In  that 
day  a  man  shall  cast  his  idols  of  silver,*and  his  idols  of  gold, 
which  they  made  each  one  for  himself  to  worship,  to  the 
moles  and  to  the  bats ;  to  go  into  the  clefts  of  the  rocks,  and 
into  the  tops  of  the  ragged  rocks,  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and 
for  the  glory  of  his  majesty,  when  he  ariseth  to  shake  terri- 
bly the  earth."— Vs.  11, 18,  20, 21.  The  epoch  of  the  renun- 
ciation of  all  false  religions,  and  the  conversion  of  all  nations 
to  the  worship  of  Jehovah,  is,  therefore,  the  epoch  of  Christ's 
second  coming  in  glory,  judgment,  and  destruction  of  his 
usurping  and  incorrigible  enemies,  and  re-establishment  of 
his  temple  and  throne  in  Jerusalem,  at  the  restoration  of  his 
ancient  people. 

That  his  coming  in  glory,  and  assumption  of  the  empire  of 
the  earth,  are  to  take  place  at  the  period  of  the  conversion 
of  the  nations,  is  revealed  ^so  Isaiah  xL  It  is  when  the 
'^Stem  9f  Jesse  and  Branch  out  of  his  roots  shall  judge  the 
poor  with  righteousness,  reprove  with  equity  for  the  meek 
of  the  earth,  and  smite  the  earth  with  the  rod  of  his  mouthy 
omd  slay  the  wicked  with  the  breach  of  his  lips,^^  vs.  1-4, — which 
are  acts  he  is  to  exert  at  his  second  coming:  2  Thess.  ii.  8, 
Bev.  xix.  15-21,  that  he  is  to  stand  as  a  signal  to  the  people, 
and  the  Gentiles  are  to  seek  to  him.  "  In  that  day  shall  the 
root  of  Jesse,  which  stands,  be  for  a  signal  to  the  nations, — 
unto  him  shall  the  Gentiles  seek,  and  his  rest  shall  be  glo- 
rious," V.  10.  The  era  of  their  conversion  is  the  era,  there- 
fore, of  his  second  coming,  deliverance  of  his  chosen  people, 
and  judgment  of  his  usurping  enemies. 

There  is  a  similar  prediction  Isaiah  Ixvi.  It  is  when  "Je- 
hovah shall  come  with  fire,  and  with  his  chariots,  like  a 
whirlwind,  to  render  his  anger  with  fury,  and  his  rebuke 
with  flames  of  fire, — and  by  fire  and  by  sword  he  shall  plead 
with  all  flesh,  and  his  slain  shall  be  many,"  vs.  15-16; 
that  is,  he  is  to  "set  his  sign  among  the  nations,  and  de- 
dare  his  glory  among  the  Gentiles,"  v.  19 ;  and  it  is  from 
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the  restoration  of  the  Israelites,  and  the  creation  of  the  new 
heavens  and  the  new  earth  at  that  time,  that  ^'firom  one  new 
moon  to  another,  and  from  one  sabbath  to  another,  all  flesh 
is  to  come  and  worship  before  him." — ^Vs.  20-28. 

The  next  predictions  of  the  contemporaneousness  of  these 
events  are  those  of  Psalms  xcvi.-xcix.,  which  were  probably 
written  soon  after  the  age  of  Isaiah  and  Micah.  In  Psalm 
xcvi.  the  earth  is  summoned  to  sing  unto  Jehovah  a  new 
song,  and  bless  his  name,  to  celebrate  his  salvation,  declare 
his  glory  among  all  people,  and  worship  him  in  the  beauty 
of  holiness.  The  realms  of  nature  are  called  also  to  rejoice 
and  exult  before  him;  and  the  reason  is,  that  "he  comes  to 
judge  the  earth,  and  shall  judge  the  world  with  righteous- 
ness, and  the  people  with  his  truth;  that  he  reigns,  and 
shall  establish  the  world  that  it  shall  not  be  moved,  and 
shall  govern  the  people  in  uprightness."— Vs.  10-18. 

The  xcviith  Psalm  indicates  the  mode  of  his  advent,  and 
the  means  by  which  he  is  to  destroy  his  enemies,  and  an- 
nounces that  it  is  to  be  the  epoch  of  Zion's  deliverance,  and 
the  extinction  of  all  false. religions.  "The  Lord  reigneth, 
let  the  earth  rejoice,  let  the  multitude  of  isles  be  glad.'*  He 
comes  in  clouds,  and  darkness  is  round  about  him;  a  fire 
goes  before  him,  and  bums  up  his  enemies  rounfl  about. 
His  lightuings  lighten  the  world,  the  earth  beholds  and 
trembles.  The  hills  melt  like  wax  at  the  presence  of  Jeho- 
vah, at  the  presence  of  Jehovah  of  the  whole  earth.  The 
heavens  declare  his  righteousness,  and  all  the  people  see  his 
glory." — ^Vs.  1-6.  The  consequence  is,  that  "all  they  that 
serve  graven  images,  that  boast  themselves  of  idols,  are  con- 
founded," V.  7 :  while  "  Zion  hears  and  is  glad,  and  the 
daughters  of  Judah  rejoice  because  of  his  judgments,  by 
which  he  preserves  his  saints,  and  delivers  them  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  wicked."— Vs.  8-12. 

In  Psalm  xcviii.  the  Psalmist  celebrates  the  victory  of 
Jehovah  over  his  enemies,  and  redemption  of  his  people, 
and  again  summons  the  whole  earth  to  rejoice,  and  make  a 
joyful  noise  before  him,  because  he  comes  to  judge  the 
earth: 

**  0  sing  unto  Jehovah  a  new  song,  for  he  has  done  marvellous 
things ;  his  right  hand  and  his  holy  arm  have  gotten  him  the  vic- 
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tory.  Jebovah  has  made  known  his  salvation  to  the  eyes  of  the 
nations ;  he  has  revealed  his  righteousness  [in  delivering  bis  people]. 
He  has  remembered  his  mercy  and  his  truth  for  the  house  of  Israel 
[and  verified  his  promises  of  redeeming  them  from  the  power  of 
their  enemies] :  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  have  seen  the  salvation  of 
our  Qod  [whioh  he  has  bestowed  on  them.  Therefore]  Shout  to 
Jehovah  all  the  earth.  Burst  forth  and  sing  and  play.  Make  music 
to  Jehovah  with  a  harp,  with  a  harp  and  voice  of  song.  With  trum- 
pets and  sound  of  comet,  shout  before  the  king  Jehovah.  Let  the 
sea  roar  and,  its  fulness ;  the  world  and  them  who  dwell  upon  it. 
Let  the  streams  clap  their  hands,  and  the  mountains  rejoice  together 
before  Jehovah,  because  he  comes  to  judge  the  earth  ;  be  will  judge 
the  earth  in  righteousness,  and  the  nations  in  uprightness." 

These  rapt  apostrophes  to  the  earth  to  celebrate  the  tri- 
umph of  Jehovah  over  his  enemies,  the  deliverance  of  his 
ancient  people,  and  the  institution  of  hia  gracious  reign  over 
the  world,  are  prophetic,  and  show  that  the  nations  are  in 
fiwt  thus  to  proclaim  and  exult  in  his  victory ;  and,  there- 
fore, that  their  conversion  is  to  take  place  at  the  time  of  his 
personal  coming,  and  institution  of  his  millennial  reign. 

The  next  great  predictions  in  the  order  of  time,  Dan.  ii. 
and  vii.,  show  in  a  manner  still  more  direct,  that  the  conver- 
sion of  the  nations  is  not  to  take  place  till  Christ's  second 
coming,  but  is  immediately  to  follow  the  destruction  of  the 
antichristian  hosts.  Thus  in  Nebuchadnezzar's  dream,  Dan. 
ii,  the  image  representing  the  four  great  series  of  kings,  who 
were  to  slaughter  the  nations  and  persecute  the  saints  of  the 
Most  High,  stands,  till  the  stone  cut  out  of  the  mountain 
without  hands — ^the  symbol  of  the  saints  who  are  afterwards 
to  reign  over  the  world — strikes  it  on  the  feet,  and  crushes  it 
to  powder ;  and  then  the  stone  becomes  a  great  mountain,  and 
fills  the  whole  earth.  The  nations  are  not  to  be  converted, 
therefore,  till  the  destruction  of  the  powers  denoted  by  the 
image,  and  the  saints  enter  on  their  reign.  But  the  saints 
who  are  symbolized  by  the  stone  are  the  risen  and  glorified 
saints :  and  they  are  not  to  rise,  nor  are  the  powers  denoted 
by  the  image  to  be  destroyed,  till  Christ  comes  and  assumes 
the  dominion  of  the  earth.  It  is  at  that  time,  accordingly, 
that  the  empire  of  the  saints  is  to  extend  over  all  the  world. 
The  conversion  of  the  nations,  therefore,  is  to  take  place  at 
the  period  of  Christ's  second  coming. 
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In  like  manner,  in  the  vision,  chap.  viL,  it  is  not  till  the 
judgment  and  death  of  the  fourth  beast,  whose  little  horn 
wears  out  the  saints  down  to  the  time  of  its  destruction,  that 
Christ  is  invested  with  the  dominion  of  the  earth,  that  all 
people,  nations,  and  languages  should  serve  him,  and  the 
saints  of  the  Most  High  take  the  kingdom  and  possess  it  for 
ever.  The  nations  most  certainly,  therefore,  are  not  to  be 
converted  before  that  period.  They  are  not  to  be  Christian- 
ized and  sanctified  under  the  rule  of  the  fourth  beast  and  the 
domination  of  the  apostate  church,  symbolized  by  the  little 
horn.  And  they  as  certainly  are,  at  that  epoch,  to  be  brought 
to  subjection  to  Christ's  sceptre;  for  the  very  object  of  his 
assuming  dominion  over  them  is  to  bring  them  to  serve  him; 
and  then,  accordingly,  we  are  assured,  '^  all  dominions  shall 
serve  and  obey  him,"  v.  27,  and  that  epoch  is  indisputably 
the  epoch  of  his  second  advent ;  for  he  is  then  to  come  in  the 
clouds  of  heaven,  we  are  here  expressly  shown :  and  that  is 
the  representation  of  all  the  great  passages,  as  we  have  seen, 
which  describe  his  second  coming,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
antichristian  hosts  that  are  then  to  be  arrayed  against  him : 
as  2  Tbess.  i.  and  ii.,  in  which  it  is  foreshown  that  he  is  to 
.be  revealed  from  heaven  in  fiaming  fire,  taking  vengeance 
on  them  that  obey  him  not,  and  destroying  the  Wicked  One, 
the  Man  of  Sin,  by  the  breath  of  his  mouth  and  the  bright- 
ness of  his  coming ;  Eev.  xix.  1 1-21,  in  which  he  is  exhibited 
as  descending  from  heaven  with  his  armies,  precipitating  the 
beast  and  false  prophet  into  the  lake  of  fire,  and  slaying  the 
kings  and  their  armies;  Isaiah  Ixvi.  15, 16,  where  it  is  fore- 
told that  he  is  to  come  with  fire,  and  his  chariots  like  a  whirl- 
wind, to  render  his  anger  with  fury,  and  his  rebuke  with 
flames  of  fire,  and  slay  his  enemies ;  and  Zech.  xiv.  3,  4,  in 
which  it  is  foreshown  that  he  is  to  descend  visibly  from  hea- 
ven, set  his  feet  on  Mount  Olivet,  and  fight  with  the  nations 
that  are  gathered  to  the  siege  of  Jerusalem.  No  point,  in- 
deed, in  the  whole  compass  of  the  prophecies  is  more  certain 
than  that  he  is  to  come  in  person  and  glory  in  the  clouds  at 
the  destruction  of  the  powers  symbolized  by  the  beast,  fsdse 
prophet,  and  their  armies.  To  question  it,  is  in  eflfect  to 
question  that  he  is  ever  to  come  in  the  clouds.  The  assump- 
tions and  reasonings  which  are  resorted  to  to  show  that  he  is 
not  to  come  in  person  and  majesty  at  that  crisis,  will  prove 
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with  equal  effect  that  he  is  not  to  be  personally  present  at 
the  resurrection  of  the  holy  dead,  1  Thess.  iv.  16 ;  the  judg- 
ment of  the  living  nations,  Matt.  xxv.  81,  32 ;  or  the  resur- 
rection and  judgment  of  the  unholy,  Eev.  xx.  11-15.  There 
is  no  consistent  medium  between  a  blank  disbelief  of  his  sec- 
ond appearing,  and  believing  that  his  coming  in  the  clouds 
and  assumption  of  the  dominion  of  the  earth,  are  to  take 
place  at  the  destruction  of  the  antichristian  powers  that  now 
usurp  his  throne  and  empire.  But  it  is  as  unquestionable 
that  that  is  the  epoch  of  the  conversion  of  the  nations,  as  it 
is  of  his  coming.  Idolatry  and  antichristianism  are  to  pre- 
vail down  to  the  time  that  he  comes  in  visible  glory,  and 
takes  vengeance  on  his  enemies,  and  delivers  his  chosen 
people.  It  is  then  that  the  apostate  hierarchies  and  perse- 
cuting monarchs  are  to  be  swept  from  the  scene ;  it  is  then 
that  idols  are  to  be  utterly  abolished,  and  their  worshippers, 
casting  them  to  the  moles  and  to  the  bats,  are  to  go  into  the 
clefts  of  the  rocks  and  into  the  tops  of  the  ragged  rocks, 
for  fear  of  Jehovah,  because  of  the  glory  of  the  majesty 
with  which  he  will  then  reveal  himself,  when  he  arises  to 
shake  terribly  the  earth.  Isaiah  ii.  18-21.  It  is  then  that 
the  earth  is  to  be  filled  with  the  knowledge  of  Jehovah  as 
the  waters  cover  the  sea.  It  is  then,  and  not  till  then,  that 
the  kingdom  and  dominion,  and  the  greatness  of  the  king- 
dom under  the  whole  heaven,  are  to  be  his ;  and  all  people, 
nations,  and  languages,  and  all  dominions  are  to  serve  and 
obey  him. 

The  same  great  certainty  is  revealed,  also,  Zech.  viiL  and 
xiv.  It  is  not  until  Jehovah  returns  unto  Zion,  and  dwells 
again  in  Jerusalem,  and  she  is  called  *'the  City  of  Truth, 
and  the  Mountain  of  Jehovah  of  Hosts,  the  Holy  Moun- 
tain,"— which  is  not  to  be  till  Christ  comes  in  person  to 
redeem  her, — that  ''many  people  and  strong  nations  shall 
come  to  seek  Jehovah  of  Hosts  in  Jerusalem,  and  to  pray 
before  Jehovah,"  viii  3, 22 :  and  it  is  not  till  he  has  descended 
in  person  on  Mount  Olivet,  and  destroyed  the  armies  that 
are  gathered  against  Jerusalem,  that  every  one  that  is  left  of 
aU  the  nations  to  which  those  armies  belonged  shall  go  up 
from  year  to  year  to  worship  the  King  Jehovah  of  Host^ 
xiv.  3,  4, 16. 

And,  finally,  the  same  period  is  exhibited  in  the  New  Tes- 
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tament  as  the  epocli  of  their  conversion.  It  is  at  the  era  of 
the  seventh  trumpet — ^when  he  is  to  raise  and  judge  his 
saints,  and  destroy  his  enemies — ^that  it  is  proclaimed  by 
voices  in  heaven  that  the  soverignty  of  the  world  has  become 
the  Messiah's,  and  he  shall  reign  over  it  for  ever  and  ever. 
Rev.  xi.  15-18.  It  is  not  till  the  time  of  the  last  judgments 
on  the  antichristian  kingdoms  has  come  that  it  is  announced 
that  after  their  infliction  all  nations  shall  come  and  worship 
before  him,  because  he  has  manifested  his  righteousness. 
Rev.  XV.  8,  4.  It  is  not  till  the  New  Jerusalem  has  de- 
scended from  heaven  that  the  nations  that  survive  the  de- 
stroying judgments  with  which  great  Babylon,  the  beast, 
and  their  party  have  been  dashed  to  destruction,  are  to  walk 
in  the  light  of  that  city,  and  the  kings  of  the  earth  are  to 
bring  their  glory  and  honor  into  it.    Rev.  xxl  23-26. 

It  is  thus  as  clearly  revealed  that  the  epoch  of  Christ's 
cofaiing  is  the  epoch  of  the  conversion  of  the  nations,  as  it 
is  that  it  is  to  be  the  epoch  of  the  overthrow  of  the  antichris- 
tian powers,  the  restoration  of  the  Israelites,  and  the  resurrec- 
tion of  the  holy  dead.  The  prophets  utter  but  one  voice  on 
these  subjects,  and  that  resounds  through  the  whole  of  their 
predictions,  and  announces  in  the  most  emphatic  accents 
that  all  these  great  events  belong  to  the  same  era. 

Such  are  the  numerous,  unequivocal,  and  emphatic  proofe 
that  Christ's  second  coming  is  to  take  place  anterior  to  the 
millennium.  There  is  scarce  another  subject  in  the  whole 
range  of  the  Scriptures  that  is  treated  more  largely,  that. is 
presented  in  a  greater  variety  of  aspects  and  connexions,  or 
that  is  so  interwoven  with  the  great  current  of  contempora- 
neous events  as  to  plac^  its  period  beyond  all  rational  dispu- 
tation. To  appreciate  the  truth  and  force  of  the  demonstra- 
tion the  long  array  of  passages  we  have  quoted  forms,  let 
it  be  considered,  on  the  one  hand,  that  there  is  no  diversity 
of  opinion  in  respect  to  the  philological  meaning  of  those  of 
them  of  which  the  language  is  the  medium  of  the  prophecy. 
All  the  leading  translators  with  whom  we  are  familiar, 
Cocceius,  Vitringa,  Lowth,  Newcombe,  Venema,  Hengsten- 
berg,  Maurer,  Stuart,  Alexander,  our  common  version,  and 
a  crowd  of  others,  assign  them,  in  every  particular  that  is  of 
moment  to  the  argument,  identically  the  grammatical  sense 
which  we  have  ascribed  to  them.    It  is  admitted  on  all 
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Iiands  that  they  aref  Messianic :  it  is  admitted  by  the  most 
authoritative  interpreters  of  all  classes,  that  they  treat  of 
the  period  of  Christ's  reign,  or  the  millennium,  and  of  the 
introduction  of  that  period.  The  commentary  of  Maurer, 
for  example,  one  of  the  most  authoritative  of  modern  He- 
braists, assigns  to  them  these  characteristics,  and  his  trans- 
lation gives  them  the  sense  for  which  we  contend,  with  as 
much  clearness  and  precision  as  our  version  or  any  other.  This 
great  fact — as  indisputable  and  conspicuous  as  the  presence 
of  the  sun  at  noonday — settles  the  question.  The  philologi- 
cal meaning  of  those  passages  is  that  which  we  ascribe  to 
them ;  and  they  have  no  other  sense.  The  pretence  that 
their  philologic»Etl  is  not  theii  prophetic  meaning,  is  as  mon- 
strous as  presumption  and  folly  ever  ventured  to  utter. 
Those  of  the  passages  that  are  symbolic,  it  is  also  universally 
admitted,  are  Messianic,  and  treat  of  the  period  of  Christ's 
coming  and  reign ;  and  the  sense  we  have  attributed  to  them 
is  as  indubitably  their  true  meaning.  They  foreshow  the 
coming  of  the  Son  of  God  in  the  clouds,  destruction  of  the 
antichristian  powers,  and  entrance  on  his  reign  here,  or  they 
have  no  prophetic  sense  whatever.  If  his  second  coming  is 
not  the  theme  of  these  two  classes  of  passages,  it  is  vain  to 
pretend  that  there  are  any  that  foreshow  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  to  be  considered  also,  that  there 
are  no  passages  which  assign  Christ's  second  coming  to  a 
different  period.  Not  a  solitary  intimation  can  be  found, 
not  a  syllable  exists  in  the  whole  range  of  the  Bible  that 
impli^  that  his  advent  is  to  take  place  at  another  epoch. 
Its  whole  testimony  on  the  subject,  every  hint  it  breathes  in 
respect  to  it,  concurs  in  assigning  it  to  the  period  we  have 
indicated. 

The  construction  we  have  placed  on  them  is  therefore, 
beyond  all  reasonable  question,  the  true  construction.  It  is 
their  natural  and  obvious  meaning.  It  is  the  sense  which 
the  laws  of  philology  and  symbols  assign  to  them.  It  is 
consistent  with  all  the  other  teachings  of  the  sacred  word.  It 
is  obnoxious  to  no  legitimate  objection  whatever;  and  can 
be  opposed  only  on  the  ground  of  false  principles  of  inter- 
pretation and  arbitrary  theory. 

The  denial,  however,  that  this  is  their  true  Ineaning,  is 
embarrassed  with  insuperable  difficulties.    There  is  no  law 


Digitizectby 


Google 


14  Chrisis  Second  Coming.  [^^7i 

of  language  or  symbols  by  which  this*  construction  can  be 
set  aside,  and  a  diflFerent  one  established  in  its  f  lace.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  Christ's  coming  is  foretx)ld  in  them, 
except  on  grounds  that  will  equally  prove  that  his  coming 
is  not  predicted  anywhere  else.  Nor  is  the  revelation  which 
is  here  made  reconcilable  with  God's  perfections,  if  Christ's 
coming  is  not  to  take  place  at  the  time  and  in  the  form  that 
are  here  foreshown.  Why  should  he  have  caused  the  pro* 
phets  to  predict  his  coming  in  such  a  vast  series  of  passages 
at  that  epoch,  and  in  that  mode,  if  the  meaning  which  the 
predictions  Naturally  bear,  according  to  the  established  laws 
of  language  and  symbols,  is  not  their  true  meaning?  If  he 
had  designed  to  reveal  a  diflferent  coming,  was  it  not  as 
easy  to  define  and  distinguish  its  time  and  mode  by  the 
most  unequivocal  terms  and  symbols,  as  to  reveal  this  ?  And 
did  not  the  very  object  of  a  revelation  of  it,  and  his  own 
truth  and  benignity,  require  it?  The  denial  that  this  is  the 
true  meaning  of  the  many  distinct  and  independent  predic* 
tions  in  which  it  is  made— comprising  nearly  all  that  refer 
to  the  subject — is  a  palpable  impeachment,  therefore,  of  his 
veracity  and  wisdom,  as  well  as  a  gross  violation  of  his 
word. 

How  then  is  it  that  the  gr6at  scheme  of  the  divine  go- 
vernment thus  revealed  in  these  prophecies  is  not  generally 
received  by  the  church,  but  is  unhesitatingly,  and  by  many 
even  passionately  rejected,  and  the  diflFerent  system  held  in 
its  place ; — that  Christ  is  never  to  reign  in  person  on  the  earth ; 
that  his  second  coming  is  not  to  take  place  till  after  the  mil- 
lennium has  passed;  and  that  then,  instead  of  largely 
delivering  the  race  from  the  effects  of  the  fall,  and  institut- 
ing over  it  a  new  dispensation,  under  which  it  is  to  exist  in 
much  the  same  state  in  which  it  would  had  it  never  aposta- 
tized— he  is  to  put  an  end  to  its  multiplication,  strike  the 
earth  fix)m  existence,  and  appoint  the  residence  of  those 
whom  he  has  redeemed  in  some  other  world?  These  false 
notions  have  been  inherited  by  the  present  generation  from 
its  predecessors,  and  they  are  the  product  of  a  long  course 
of  erring  teachers  and  false  teachings. 

1.  One  reason  that  the  truth  remains  concealed  from  the 
general  eye,  and  error  continues  to  be  accepted  in  its  place, 
is  that  altogether  mistaken  notions  prevail  respecting  the 
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laws  of  symbolization.    The  great  law  tbat  agents  represent 
agents,  acts  denote  acts,  events  events,  relations  relations, 
and  conditions  conditions,  had  never  been  noticed  until 
pointed  out  by  ourselves ;  and  is  still  disregarded  by  a  large 
share  of  those  who  attempt  the  exposition  of  the  symbolic 
prophecies.     Accordingly,  as  they  are  without  the  proper 
key  to  the  symbols,  they  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  their 
true  meaning,  and  determining  what  constructions  are  erro- 
neous, but  are  left  to  the  guidance  of  mere  whim,  conjecture, 
or  at  the  best  probability.    Their  constructions,  consequently, 
are  as  unlike  and  often  as  absurd,  as  their  prepossessions  and 
&ncies  are  various.     How  can  they  be  expected  to  detect 
and  abandon  their  errors,  as  long  as  they  adhere  to  the  false 
theories  by  which  they  were  led  into  them  ?    How  can  it 
be  hoped  that  they  will  emerge  from  the  cloud  of  misappre- 
hensions in  which  they  are  involved,  as  long  as  they  know 
nothing  of  the  light  that  can  guide  them  into  the  sphere  of 
truth  ?    Would  they  adopt  the  great  laws  which  have  been 
unfolded  in  the  Journal — the  accuracy  of  which  is  placed 
beyond  disputation — and  conscientiously  apply  them  in  the 
interpretation  of  Daniel  and  John,  they  would  be  carried  irre- 
sifitibly  to  the  reception  of  the  great  doctrine  of  Christ's 
second  coming  anterior  to  the  millennium,  as  one  of  the 
most  unquestionable  and  most  glorious  of  the  revelations 
that  are  made  in  these  prophecies. 

2.  A  second  reason  of  their  non-reception  of  the  truth  is 
their  inacquaintance  with  the  laws  of  figurative  language. 
Their  views  of  the  principles  on  which  figures  are  used,  are 
as  mistaken  as  their  notions  of  the  oflBice  of  symbols.  Of 
those  laws  of  the  comparison,  the  metaphor,  the  hypocatas- 
tasis,  the  personification,  and  the  allegory,  which  are  of 
chief  importance  in  interpretation,  they  have  not  the  slight- 
est knowledge :  not  a  hint  of  their  nature,  and  the  office 
which  they  fill,  is  to  be  found  either  in  the  ordinary  systems 
of  rhetoric,  the  treatises  on  interpretation,  or  the  current 
expositions  of  the  Bible.  Instead,  the  idea  that  generally 
prevails,  is  that  figures  obscure,  in  place  of  illustrating  the 
meaning  of  those  who  use  them ;  that  a  passage  is  figurative 
is  regarded  as  indicating  that  its  meaning  is  vague,  and  to 
be  determined  rather  by  conjecture  and  fancy,  than  deduced 
by  indubitable  rules.    The  consequence  of  this  want  of  dis- 
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crimination  is  that  they  not  only  run  into  the  greatest  errors 
in  interpreting  the  passages  in  which  figures  occur ;  but  that 
they  often  imagine  they  lie  couched  in  expressions  in  which 
not  a  trace  of  them  exists.  In  thousands  of  instances,  ac- 
cordingly, they  create  the  meaning  out  of  their  own  fancies, 
which  they  force  upon  the  prophets,  and  interpretation  is  made 
a  mere  work  of  perverse  ingenuity  and  lawless  imagination. 
Instead  of  expounding  the  revelation  God  has  made,  they 
employ  themselves  in  framing  a  new  one ;  and  being  unac- 
quainted with  the  principles  of  figures,  which  would  disclose 
to  them  their  error,  they  are  unable  to  disentangle  them- 
selves from  the  thraldom  of  misconceptions  in  which  they 
become  involved. 

3.  But  a  still  more  influential  reason  of  their  originating 
and  cherishing  &lse  views  of  the  import  of  these  predictions, 
is  that  they  generally  have  assumed  that  the  philological 
meaning  of  the  unsymbolic  prophecies  is  not  their  true  pre- 
dictive meaning,  but  is  a  mere  shell  that  covers  an  inner  and 
mystical  sense,  and  that  that  is  the  sense  which  it  is  their 
office  as  predictions  to  convey.  The  fisibrication  and  evolu- 
tion of  this  imaginary  sense  is  what  is  called  spiritualissing 
the  prophecies.  A  more  monstrous  figment  was  never  de- 
vised by  human  presumption  and  folly,  nor  employed  with 
such  efiPect  to  empty  the  sacred  word  of  its  true  meaning, 
and  make  it  the  mere  vehicle  of  whatever  false  and  absurd 
teachings  the  dreamy,  the  lawless,  and  their  reverent,  wish  to 
promulgate  under  the  sanction  of  divine  authority.  It  has 
been  the  instrument  from  age  to  age,  as  the  caprice,  the  party 
interests,  or  the  impiety  of  men  dictated,  of  fiastening  on  the 
Scriptures,  sometimes  the  most  false  and  atheistic  philoso- 
phies, sometimes  the  most  anti-evangelical  doctrines,  and 
sometimes  the  most  debasing  superstitions  and  corrupt 
morals.  The  grand  office  for  which  it  is  at  present  employ- 
ed is  first,  to  wrench  all  their  true  meaning  from  the  prophe- 
cies which  foreshow  the  destruction  of  the  apostate  and  per- 
secuting powers  at  the  time  of  Christ's  second  coming,  his 
reign  on  the  earth  during  the  millennium,  the  resurrection 
of  the  saints  at  his  coming,  and  reign  with  him  during  the 
thousand  years,  the  restoration  and  conversion  of  the  Is- 
raelites and  the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles  universally  at 
the  same  great  epoch,  the  final  redemption  of  the  race  from 
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all  the  evils  introduced  by  the  fall,  and  its  everlasting  con- 
tinuance here  in  a  condition  much  like  that  which  it  would 
have  enjoyed  had  Adam  not  apostatized ;  and  next  to  con- 
vert the  prophecies  of  these  events  into  mere  predictions 
that  religion  is  to  be  diffused  throughout  the  world  by  human 
instrumentality,  and  the  nations  in  a  considerable  pro^fortion 
sanctified  during  a  literal  thousand  years,  and  that  then, 
after  a  fresh  apostasy  for  a  short  period,  Christ  is  to  come 
and  annihilate  the  earth,  arrest  the  multiplication  of  the 
race,  raise  and  judge  the  dead,  and  transport  them  to  other 
worlds  which  are  thereafter  to  be  their  eternal  residence. 
Not  that  the  other  doctrines  are  not  specifically  presented  in 
the  passages  which  we  allege  as  teaching  them ;  not  that  this 
fabricated  system  is  directly  presented  in  them,  or  in 
any  others  of  the  sacred  word ;  but  on  the  pretext  that  those 
other  teachings  are  a  mere  shell  or  envelope^  in  which  this 
spiritual  system  is  inclosed.  Thus  the  Israelites  in  the  pro- 
phecies which  foretell  their  restoration  are  held  by  these 
spiritualists  to  be  a  shell  in  which  the  Gentiles  are  enveloped, 
and  made  the  real  and  sole  subject  of  the  events  predicted 
respecting  the  people  of  Israel.  Zion  and  Jerusalem  are 
held  to  be  a  shell  in  which  the  Christian  church  lies  couched, 
like  a  bird  in  the  egg,  from  which  it  is  to  be  hatched ;  and 
the  restoration  of  the  Israelites  is  a  shell  in  which  the  spirit- 
ual meaning  enveloped  is  the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles. 
The  grand  prerogative  of  the  interpreter  accordingly  is,  in 
the  judgment  of  these  dreamers,  to  break  these  &ncied  shells, 
and  educe  the  new  fiedged  birds  that  are  to  emerge  from 
them  I  Was  there  ever  a  more  unscholarly,  absurd,  and 
audacious  piece  of  quackery  got  up  by  men  who  profess  to 
be  proficients  in  sacred  and  scientific  learning?  Did  repu- 
table writers  ever  before  attempt  to  play  a  game,  betraying 
such  a  wretched  debasement  of  intellect ;  or  a  spirit  so  ab* 
horrent  to  reverential  piety,  so  utterly  at  war  with  the  laws 
of  language,  and  so  fittal  to  all  certainty  of  the  true  mean- 
ing of  the  word  of  God  ?  It  is  surely  time  that  men  of 
sense  and  integrity  were  ashamed  of  this  wretched  course, 
which  in  any  other  sphere  of  life  would  consign  its  advo* 
eates  and  fosterers  to  universal  contempt  and  reprobation. 
It  is  time  that  the  word  of  Qtod  was  wrested  firom  the  hands 
VOL.  VIL— NO.  I.  2 
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of  such  lawless  pervertersy  and  interpreted  by  the  proper 
laws  of  its  language  and  its  symbols. 

There  can  be  no  hope  that  these  parties  will  come  to  a 
true  knowledge  of  the  prophecies  while  they  continue  to  be 
enthralled  by  this  miserable  system.  Its  very  business  is  to 
set  aside  what  God  has  revealed,  and  substitute  a  fiction  in 
its  place.  It  fills,  in  the  sphere  that  is  assigned  it,  precisely 
the  office  which  *'  the  intuitional  consciousness  ^  of  the  mo- 
dem rejecters  of  the  fact  and  possibility  of  a  book  revelation, 
fills  in  regard  to  the  Bible  generally.  It  is  as  audacious  an 
arrogation  of  the  place  of  the  great  Bevealer,  as  bold  a  rejec* 
tion  of  his  word,  as  thoroughly  rationalistic  in  its  principle, 
as  that;  and  has  proved  scarcely  less  deadly  to  true  piety; 
for  it  was  under  the  auspices  of  the  daring  usurpation  of 
authority  over  the  word  of  God  which  it  assumes,  that 
nearly  all  the  great  errora  gained  their  entranoe  into  the 
church  that  have  blighted  and  wasted  it  from  the  days  of 
Origen  to  the  present  time* 

4.  The  unfortunate  treatment  of  the  prophetic  Scriptures 
by  those  who  have  attempted  to  expound  them,  is  another 
reason  that  many  either  continue  to  adhere  to  the  spiritual- 
izing theory  of  construction,  or  dismiss  them  altogether  fix>m 
consideration.  That  the  prophecies  have  been  most  unhap- 
pily treated  by  a  crowd  of  writers  is  indisputable.  But  why 
has  it  been  ?  Simply  because,  like  the  spiritualists — to  which 
dasa,  indeed,  most  of  them  belong — they  have  not  entered 
into  any  careful  inquiry  into  the  laws  of  symbols  and  figura- 
tive language ;  they  have  not  had  any  just  views  of  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  they  are  used,  but  have  been  governed,  in 
iheir  interpretations,  by  fietncy,  caprice,  fitlse  theories  of  the 
plan  of  God's  government,  or  the  interests  of  party.  But  is 
ithat  a  just  reason  for  continuing  that  method  of  perverting 
the  sacred  word?  Is  it  not  an  imperative  reason  that  it 
should  be  abandoned,  and  the  Bible  interpreted  by  its  pro- 
per laws?  The  fisust  that  men  have  long  misunderstood  and 
misrepresented  the  prophecies  does  not  divest  th^n  of  their 
authority ;  it  does  not  annihilate  the  obligation  to  study 
them,  and  reeeive  their  genuine  teachinga  The  fact  that 
ipreat  numbeia  who  have  attempted  to  unfold  them  have 
missed  their  true  meaning  uid  run  into  wild  and  fiuitastio 
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errors,  is  no  proof  tliat  their  prophetic  senae  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained and  is  not  easily  determinable.  Did  the  &ct  that  the 
church  had  for  ages  rejected  the  great  doctrines  of  redemp- 
tion, and  substituted  a  monstrous  system  of  error  and  super* 
stition  in  their  place,  release  the  men  of  the  age  of  the  Be- 
formation  from  obligation  to  ascertain  what  the  true  doc- 
trines of  Olq  Bible  are,  or  render  the  discovery  and  demon* 
titration  of  those  doctrines  in  any  measure  so  difficult  as  to 
Justify  their  n^lect  of  them,  and  continued  adherence  to  the 
enormities  of  Bomanism  ?  No  more  does  the  ill  success  of  a 
crowd  of  expositors,  who  either  had  no  prinbiple  at  all  to 
guide  them  in  their  constructions,  or  only  a  false  one,  furnish 
any  justification  of  the  prejudice  and  distaste  with  which,  bj 
great  numbers,  the  prophetic  Scriptures  are  regarded,  and 
the  obstinate  determination  with  which  every  attempt  to 
lead  them  to  a  knowledge  of  their  teachings  is  repelled. 

With  some,  however,  the  subject  had  become  so  distasteful 
that  they  even  congratulate  themselves  that  they  have  never 
been  betrayed  into  the  folly  of  attempting  its  investigation; 
and  deserted  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  left  to  the  blindness 
which  the  contempt  of  his  truth  draws  after  it,  they  seem 
totally  unconscious  that  their  pride  has  its  basis  in  an  im- 
peachment of  Ood's  wisdom  in  making  the  revelations  which 
are  the  objects  of  this  neglect  and  aoom.  Such  a  spirit  will 
never  lead  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  nor  be  led  to  it 
It  must  be  expelled  from  the  breast  by  a  new  creating  and 
all-subduing  power,  before  a  possibility  can  exist,  even  when 
ih^  are  presented  to  the  eye,  of  a  filial  reception  of  the 
great  designs  which  God  has  foreshown  in  his  woiti  In- 
stead of  thus  proudly  congratulating  themsdves  that  they  are 
wiser  than  God,  bow  much  more  becoming  it  were  to  kneel 
at  his  feet  with  a  broken  heart,  and  earnestly  invoke  the 
aids  of  his  Spirit  in  a  humble  and  resolute  endeavor  to  aa- 
eertain  what  it  is  that  be  has  revealed,  and  called  us  to  study 
leoeive  and  believe,  and  to  persevere  in  the  inquiry  till  he 
grants  the  light  that  is  needed,  and  verifies  the  great  promise 
in  which  he  assures  a  blessing  to  those  who  read  and  keq;> 
tbe  words  of  his  prophecies  1 

6.  A  fifih  reason  of  the  continued  rejection  of  the  gre«;t 
things  taoght  in  these  prophecies  is  the  fieJae  views  that  a» 
entertained  of  the  great  aims  of  the  Divine  government 
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There  is  a  large  class  of  theologians  who  assume,  as  a  sort  of 
self-evident  truth,  that  the  administration  God  is  now  exer- 
cising over  the  world  is  the  administration,  in  all  its  great 
characters,  that  he  is  to  exercise  in  all  future  time.  As, 
therefore,  but  a  small  portion  of  the  race  are  now  made  par- 
takers of  salvation,  they  infer  that  but  a  moderate  portion  of 
future  generations  are  to  be  sanctified,  or  at  most  with  the 
exception  of  a  short  period  compared  with  the  six  thousand 
years  that  have  already  passed ;  and  thence  they  assume 
tibat  the  great  object  of  God's  government  is  not  to  deliver 
the  race  frdm  the  curse  of  the  apostasy,  but,  instead,  to  make 
a  display  of  the  evils  of  sin.  They  believe,  accordingly,  that 
the  great  bulk  of  the  posterity  of  Adam  are  to  perish,  and 
that  only  such  a  number — ^but  a  fraction  compared  with  the 
whole— are  to  be  redeemed,  as  will  serve  to  show  that  God 
is  gracious,  and  has  all  the  attributes  that  are  requisite  to 
accomplish  a  work  of  redemption.  They,  consequently,  do 
not  look  hereafter  for  any  essentially  better  condition  of  the 
world  than  the  present.  Some  of  them  do  not  believe  there 
is  to  be  any  millennium  whatever ;  and  others  hold  that  it 
is  to  continue  but  a  thousand  years,  and  suppose  it  is  to  be 
nothing  more  than  a  considerable  improvement  of  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  nations.  At  the  end  of  that  period  they 
inaintain  that  the  number  of  the  race  is  to  reach  its  completion, 
the  earth  itself  be  struck  from  existence,  and  the  redeemed 
as  well  as  the  lost  have  their  subsequent  abode  in  another 
•world.  This  preposterous  theory,  for  which  not  a  syllable 
of  authority  exists  in  the  word  of  God,  is  an  effectual  bar- 
rier, while  it  retains  dominion  over  their  minds,  t6  the  re- 
ception of  the  truth.  Their  principles,  indeed,  make  them 
averse  to  such  a  redemption  of  the  world  through  infinite 
ages  as  God  contemplates.  They  turn  from  it  with  positive 
distaste  and  disgust  They  have  brooded  over  the  idea  that 
God's  grand  object  in  calling  the  race  into  existence  is  to 
display,  first  his  sovereignty  in  leaving  them  to  fell,  and  then 
his  justice  in  their  punishment,  and  that  the  final  perdition 
of  much'  such  It  proportion  oj  the  whole  number  that  is 
brought  into  existence  as  appears  now  to  perish,  is  essential 
to  his  glory  and  the  well  being  of  his  general  kingdom,  that 
they  persuade  themselves  lenevolence  requires  that  they 
should  acquiesce  in  and  choose  diis  scheme  in  preference  to 
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any  other.  They,  accordingly,  do  not  wish  any  greater  ex- 
tension of  the  work  of  redemption.  The  idea  of  a  conversion 
of  all  nations;  of  their  perfect  deliverance  at  length  from  the 
carse  of  the  fidl,  and  continuance  here,  in  a  series  of  genera- 
tions through  eternal  ages,  in  unspotted  sanctitude  and  bliss, 
is  revolting  to  their  thoughts.  They  regard  it  as  detracting 
from  God's  glory,  which  they  imagine  lies  almost  exclusively 
in  inflicting  punishment  on  the  guilty.  We  have  known  not 
a  few  who  have  carried  this  feeling  to  such  a  length  that  they 
averred  they  were  themselves  willing  to  be  damned  if  it 
would  contribute  to  God's  glory.  These  are,  indeed,  ex- 
treme cases ;  yet  the  views  of  a  large  portion  of  the  church 
are  little  less  mistaken,  and  little  less  perverting  in  the  influ- 
ence they  exert  They  are  so  occupied  with  the  false  notion 
that  God's  great  object  in  giving  existence  to  the  race  is  to 
display  his  wrath  at  sin,  and  that  that  is  designed  mainly  for 
the  instruction  and  impression  of  other  orders  of  beings^ — not 
to  prepare  the  way  for  the  speedy  repeal  of  the  curse  on 
man  himself  and  his  conveision  and  maintenance  here  in 
righteousness  and  blessedness  for  ever ;  and  the  false  notion 
that  he  is  soon  to  reach  the  limit  of  his  multiplication,  and  be 
swept  from  the  scene,  and  thence  that  the  largest  portion  of 
the  race  is  to  perish,  that  it  proves  an  insuperable  barrier  to 
their  reception  of  the  true  teachings  of  the  sacred  word  on 
the  subject  No  room  is  left  by  their  theory  for  the  suppo- 
sition of  any  other  system.  The  assurance  given  in  many 
passages  of  the  prophets,  that  men  are  to  subsist  on  the 
earth,  and  multiply  for  ever;  that  the  curse  of  want,  sorrow, 
tears,  and  death,  is  soon  to  be  repealed,  the  earth  made  a 
paradise  and  the  scene  of  Christ's  visible  presence  and  reign; 
and  that  all  nations  are  to  be  converted,  and  go  on  through 
interminable  ages  in  sanctitude  and  happiness,  is,  according- 
ly, considered  as  amounting  to  nothing  more  than  that  there 
is  to  be  a  more  general  prevalence  of  the  gospel,  and  eleva- 
tion of  the  i-ace  to  a  better  state  during  a  comparatively  short 
period.  To  receive  these  in  their  true  import,  were  to  aban- 
don their  d,  priori  speculations  respecting  the  final  aims  of 
God's  government  The  prophecies  are,  consequently,  kept 
out  of  sight,  depreciated  as  obscure  and  enigmatical,  and  if 
studied  are  subjected  to  the  spiritualizing  process,  by  which 
they  can  be  charged  with  any  meaning  that  is  desired,  and 
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made  tbe  yehicles  of  announcing  those  very  systems  by  whicla 
all  their  genuine  teachings  ire  denied  and  perverted. 

No  amendment  of  these  parties  can  be  expected  while  they 
continue  under  the  sway  of  these  unwarrantable  notions. 
Would  they,  however,  dismiss  the  d  priori  speculations  in 
which  they  in  eflfect  determine  beforehand  what  course  God 
must  pursue,  and  impartially  endeavor  to  ascertain  what  it 
is  which  the  Bible  teaches  on  the  subject,  and  receive  that 
as  its  true  meaning  which  its  language  and  symbols  ex- 
pressy  they  w>uld  find  it  impossible  not  to  see  that  the  great 
scheme  of  administration  which  it  unfolds  is  identically 
that  which  their  theories  now  reject  with  so  much  dislike. 
They  would  then  take  the  revelation  made  Daniel  vii.  11-14, 
28,  that  at  the  epoch  of  the  destruction  of  the  wild  beast 
Christ  is  to  come  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  receive  dominion 
over  all  people,  nations,  and  languages,  that  they  should 
serve  him,  and  continue  his  sway  over  them  for  ever,  as  fore- 
showing precisely  what  it  declares ; — ^that  he  is  then  to  come 
in  the  clouds  of  our  world,  be  invested  with  the  dominion  of 
the  earth,  bring  all  nations  to  submission  to  his  sceptre,  and 
reign  over  his  kingdom  here, — which  it  is  expressly  declared 
is  to  be  commensurate  with  the  earth  "  under  the  whole  hea- 
ven,'^ not  in  some  other  sphere, — throughout  eternal  ages. 
To  deny  that  that  is  what  the  prophecy  foreshows  would  be 
as  impossible  as  it  would  to  deny  that  it  treats  at  all  of 
Christ's  coming,  investiture  with  a  dominion,  and  go- 
vernment of  a  kingdom.  In  like  manner  they  would  thus 
regard  the  announcement,  Rev.  xxi.  2-9,  that  the  New  Je- 
rusalem— which  is  the  symbol  of  the  Lamb^s  wife,  the  risen 
and  glorified  saints — is  to  come  down  from  God  out  of  hea- 
ven, prepared  as  a  bride  adorned  for  her  husband,  and  that 
it  is  to  be  "  the  tabernacle  of  God  with  men,  and  he  will  dwell 
with  them,  and  they  shall  be  his  people,  and  God  himself 
shall  be  with  them,  their  God ;  and  God  shall  wipe  away  all 
tears  from  their  eyes,  and  there  shall  be  no  more  death,  nei- 
ther sorrow,  nor  crying,  neither  shall  there  be  any  more  pain, 
for  the  former  things  are  passed  away ;"  as  teaching  what  it 
declares  as  plainly  as  language  can  express  it,  that  the  saints 
denoted  by  the  Lamb's  wife  are  to  descend  to  reside  on  the 
earth;  that  God  himself  is,  at  that  period,  to  dwell  with  men 
on  the  earth,  and  that  they  are  to  be  his  people;  that  they  are 
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then  to  be  freed  from  the  curse  of  pain,  toil,  sorrow,  tears, 
and  death,  brought  on  the  ra^fe  by  the  fall,  and  are,  there- 
fore, to  be  placed  in  a  condition  much  like  that  in  which  they 
would  have  existed  had  the  first  pair  not  apoetatized.  Now, 
however  blinded  by  their  i  priori  speculations,  as  unscrip- 
tural  and  lawless  as  those  of  Strauss  or  Baur,  perverted  and 
filled  with  a  positive  dislike  of  such  a  redemption  of  the  race, 
these  gracious  revelations  of  the  great  purposes  of  mercy  are 
emptied  of  all  their  meaning,  and  fall  on  their  ear  with  as 
litfle  impression  as  so  many  unintelligible  sounds, — are  re- 
pelled, scorned,  and  detested,  as  though  they  were  but  the 
gibberish  of  a  drivelling  idiot  There  is  no  theme  the  sug- 
gestion of  which  so  readily  excites  their  resentful  passions ; 
there  is  none  on  which  they  are  so  prompt  to  lavish  tiheir 
reproaches  and  scorn. 

6.  Unworthy  notions  of  the  nature  of  Christ's  visible 
reign,  should  he  establish  his  throne  on  the  earth,  are 
another  reason  for  the  rejection  of  these  predictions. 
There  are  not  a  few  who  suppose,  if  Christ  is  to  come  and 
rdgn  here  as  a  king,  he  must  descend  to  a  level  with  the 
present  monarchs  of  the  nations,  indulge  a  similar  pomp,  and 
be  surrounded  by  a  similar  crowd  of  vain,  hypocritical,  and 
degraded  sycophants  and  menials  I  Rejecting  the  revelation 
he  has  made,  that  he  is  to  come  to  destroy  those  corrupt 
classes,  and  raise  the  race  universally  from  the  dominion  of 
sin,  and  from  its  curse,  sorrow,  suffering  and  death,  they 
assume  that  the  world  would  continue,  if  under  his  personal 
sway,  essentially  the  same  as  it  is  now, — a  vale  of  sin  and 
sorrow,  a  vast  theatre  of  unsanctified  passion,  coarse  debase- 
ment, and  lawless  outrage — an  immense  aggregation  of  cor- 
rupt cities  and  worn  out  states,  with  their  array  of  alms- 
houses, hospitals,  penitentiaries,  and  labor  prisons;  and 
that  to  preside  over  such  a  disordered  and  polluted  scene, 
were  unworthy  of  his  dignity  and  sanctitude.  So  utterly 
blinded  and  infatuated  are  they  by  their  preconceptions,  that 
they  cannot  believe,  though  the  voice  of  Christ  himself  pro- 
claim it,  that  his  scheme  of  procedure  can  be  any  other  than 
their  degraded  fancies  ascribe  to  him.  They  are  not  dis- 
posed, therefore,  to  listen  to  what  he  says  on  the  subject. 
They  are  too  sure  of  their  own  infallibility  to  think  that 
they  stand  in  any  need  of  instruction  firom  him.    That  the 
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oljeot  of  his  ooming  and  reign  on  the  earth,  is  to  deliver 
the  race  from  the  degradatioitand  misery  to  which  it  is  now 
sank ;  that  his  scheme  contemplates  the  absolute  repeal  at 
length  of  the  curse  of  the  fall ;  that  the  generations  who 
come  into  being  during  the  millennium  are  to  be  freed  from 
death,  suffering,  want,  and  sorrow ;  and  raised  to  a  beauty 
of  righteousness,  wisdom,  and  bliss,  worthy  of  adopted  chil- 
dren who  live  in  his  immediate  presence ;  that  his  presence 
and  the  great  measures  of  his  administration  springing  from 
it  are  indispensable  means  to  the  accomplishment  of  this 
change  in  their  condition  and  character ;  that  it  will  be  an 
infinite  blessing  and  glory  to  the  race  to  be  brought  into 
such  a  relation  to  him ;  that  it  will  be  immeasurably  honor- 
able and  blissful  to  the  risen  saints  to  reign  with  him,  and 
find  a  theatre  for  the  employment  of  their  exalted  powers 
in  the  instruction  and  rule  of  the  nations  under  his  sway ; 
that  such  an  administration,  in  which  the  world  is  to  be 
raised  to  a  holiness  and  blessedness  worthy  of  his  immediate 
kingdom,  and  the  work  of  redemption  continued  through 
eternal  years,  is  alone  worthy  of  Christ's  perfections,  the 
greatness  of  his  sacrifice,  and  the  vastness,  of  his  empire 
that  is  to  be  affected  by  it  j  this  does  not  come  within  the 
sweep  of  their  thoughts ;  it  is  not  conceivable  on  the  ground 
of  their  d,  priori  speculations ;   it  is  as  incompatible  with 
Iheir  tastes,  as  the  purity  and  wisdom  of  the  angelic  world 
are  with  their  narrowness  and  perverseness;  as  the  grandeur 
of  the  divine  attributes  is  with  the  nothingness  of  theirs. 
This,  indeed,  bespeaks  a  sad  debasement  of  views.     One 
would  think  that  to  all  who  feel  any  interest  in  the  subject, 
it  would  naturally  be  regarded  as  peculiarly  favorable  to 
the  sanotification  and  well-being  of  the  race  that  Christ  is  to 
reign  over  them  here  in  person ;  and  that  the  assurance  from 
tiie  word  of  God  itself,  that  the  world  is  to  be  so  changed 
as  to  be  a  fit  scene  of-  his  visible  presence,  and  the  residence 
of  Ins  glorified  saints ;  and  that  those  who  are  then  still  in 
the  natural  life,  will  be  sanctified,  and  made  eminently 
blessed,  would  remove  all  disbelief  on  the  subject  and  com- 
mand their  unhesitating  assent.     These  parties,  however, 
think  it  would  involve  an   immeasurable  degradation  of 
Christ,  and  prove  a  sad  obstacle  to  the  well-being  of  his 
kingdom ;  and  they  choose,  therefore,  to  reject  and  denounce 
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it,  and  embetifeate  a  scheme  of  their  own  invention  in  its 
place,  and  claim  for  it  the  sanction  of  his  authority. 

7.  Low  and  degrading  notions  of  what  the  condition  of 
the  world  is  to  be  during  the  millennium,  are  another  rea- 
son of  the  continued  rejection  of  these  views.    There  are 
crowds  who  suppose  the  state  of  the  race  during  the  millen- 
nium is  to  be  essentially  what  it  now  is,  except  that  the 
nations  generally  are  to  become  Christianized,  and  a  larger 
proportion  enter  the  church,  and  unite  in  its  benevolent 
agencies.    There  are  many  in  the  ministry,  we  do  not  doubt, 
whose  ideas  of  that  period  would  be  amply  verified,  if  the 
whole  population  of  the  globe  were  only  raised  to  a  state  of 
culture,  respect  for  religion,  and  worldly  prosperity,  equal 
to  that  of  their  own  congregations  and  the  communities  in 
which- they  live.    Of  anything  beyond  that,  they  have  not 
the  shadow  of  a  conception.     Instead,  indeed,  of  regarding 
the  present  condition  of  the  race  in  respect  to  its  weakness, 
exposure  to  want,  pain,  sorrow,  decay  and  death,  and  the 
temptations  which  they  involve,  as  the  consequence  of  sin, 
theare  are  many  who  hold  that  this  is  its  natural  condition ; 
that  these  evils  spring  necessarily  from  the  constitution  with 
which  man  was  originally  endowed,  and  would  have  reigned 
over  him,  though  in  less  distressful  forms,  had  he  never 
transgressed ;  they  maintain,  indeed,  that  death  is  not  merely 
a  natural  event  to  man,  precisely  as  it  is  to  brutes,  but  that 
in  place  of  a  curse,  the  most  degrading  and  ignominious 
that  can  be  inflicted  on  a  moral  being,  it  is  a  benevolent 
allotment,  designed  to  usher  him  into  a  higher  state  of  exist- 
ence.   Hence  they  hold  that  to  deliver  the  race  from  that 
infliction,  and  make  them  immortal  in  their  present  bodies, 
no  matter  how  changed  they  may  bo  in  nature,  nor  how  the 
earth  may  be  changed  by  a  new  creation  to  fit  it  for  the 
residence  of  such  immortals — would  be  an  immeasurable 
curse  instead  of  a  blessing.     They  arc?^  accordingly,  ena- 
ihored  of  disease,  decay,  and  death.    Its  ^ightful  gbastli- 
ness,  and  the  horrors  of  dissolution  in  the  grave,  become,  to 
their  fimcies,  forms  of  glowing  beauty.     Like  maniacs  who 
conceive  that  the  dark  cells  in  which  they  are  confined,  are 
gorgeous  palaces,  the  pallets  of  straw  on  wbich  they  sit  are 
thrones,  their  fetters  badges  of  royalty,  and  their  keepers 
liveried  attendants,  these  bewildered  spiritualists,  who  often 
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flatter  themselves  tbat  their  doctrines  are  the  doctrines  of 
natural  science,  persuade  themselves  that  the  curse  with 
which  they  are  smitten  for  their  sins,  is  a  blessing;  the 
frown  of  the  Almighty  that  blasts  one  half  of  their  nature, 
and  consigns  it  to  ignominy  and  ruin,  is  a  smile  of  love ; 
and  that  the  hideous  disgrace  with  which  they  are  branded, 
is  a  symbol  of  glory.     These  parties,  of  course,  do  not  re- 
ceive the  revelation  God  has  made  that  contradicts  what 
they  call  their  natural  religion.     The  announcement  on  the 
page  of  inspiration  that  the  time  is  at  hand,  when  death,  the 
great  penalty  of  revolt,  is  no  longer  to  be  inflicted  on  the 
race ;  that  at  Christ's  coming  the  believers  then  living  are 
to  be  changed  from  mortal  to  immortal ;  that  all  who  are 
thereafter  sanctified  through  the  vast  series  of  ages  denoted 
by  the  millennium  are  also  to  exchange  their  mortal  for  im- 
mortality, and  death  be  unknown  till  the  revolt  which  is  to 
follow  that  period ;  and  that  all  the  other  elements  of  the 
curse  also,  toil,  pain,  want,  sorrow,  tears,  are  to  pass  away, 
and  all  things  become  new — these  gracious  announcements 
are  passed  by  unheeded,  esteemed  as  but  idle  words,  or 
wrested  by  the  process  of  spiritualization  from  their  mean- 
ing, and  made  the  vehicle  of  a  foreign  and  false  sense.    The 
thought  that  their  children,  or  their  children's  children, 
should  thus  be  snatched  from  the  agonies,  the  blight,  the 
ignominy  of  death,  and  the  dishonors  of  the  grave,  and 
raised  to  the  beauty,  and  dignity  of  immortal  youth,  un- 
spotted sanctitude,  and  unmingled  bliss,  fills  them  with  dis- 
taste ;  and  like  delirious  lepers  who  become  possessed  with 
the  idea  that  the  loathsome  disease  under  which  they  are 
sinking,  invests  them  with  a  supernatural  grace  and  majes- 
ty, they  come  positively  to  love  the  debasing  curse  with 
which  their  being  is  cankered,  and  prefer  ghastliness  to 
beauty,  death  to  immortal  life,  perdition  to  redemption. 

Let  not  the  reader  imagine  that  this  is  an  exaggerated 
representation.  It  is  but  a  faint  picture,  we  believe,  of  the 
amazing  debasement,  the  shocking  blindness  and  perversion 
that  reign  in  the  minds  of  vast  crowds  in  the  church.  Why 
else  is  it  that  the  great  doctrine  of  the  redemption  of  the  gene- 
rations that  are  to  come  into  existence  after  Christ's  second 
advent,  from  the  curse  of  the  fall,  proclaimed  so  clearly  and 
emphatically  in  the  sacred  word,  is  received  by  them  with  a 
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grin  of  unbelief,  a  shout  of  derision,  or  a  flusli  often  of  impa- 
tience and  anger  ?  Why  else  is  it  that  the  great  fact  taught 
everywhere  in  the  Bible,  that  want,  painM  toil,  sorrow,  and 
death  are  the  curse  of  sin,  is  boldly  rejected  by  them,  and  the 
doctrine,  graven  everywhere  in  characters  of  light  on  the 
sacred  page,  that  deliverance  from  this  curse  is  one  of  the 
great  gifts  purchased  by  Christ,  and  to  be  bestowed  on  those 
whom  he  redeems,  denounced  by  them  as  a  contradiction  to 
the  laws  of  our  nature^  and  as  confuted  by  the  discoveries  of 
natural  science  f 

8.  Another  influential  reason  for  the  continued  rejection 
of  these  views,  is  the  false  notion  that  prevails  respecting 
the  agency  the  church  is  to  exert  in  the  conversion  of  the 
nations  and  introduction  of  the  millennial  state.  The  cur- 
rent doctrine  is,  that  that  change  is  to  be  wrought  through 
the  instrumentality  of  men,  as  absolutely  as  the  instruction 
and  conversion  of  those  who  are  now  saved  generally  are ; 
and  by  the  use  of  the  same  means.  It  is  held  accordingly, 
that  the  various  associations  that  have  been  formed  for  com- 
municating the  gospel  to  men,  and  are  now  acting  in  their 
several  spheres  for  that  end,  are  in  fact  to  be  the  instru- 
ments of  Christianizing  the  whole  world  and  introducing 
the  millennial  age.  This  notion,  which  is  maintained  by 
many  with  the  utmost  assurance,  has,  on  the  one  hand,  led 
crowds  to  the  idea  that  to  contribute  according  to  their 
ability  to  these  societies  is  not  only  a  duty,  but  is  the  high- 
est and  most  acceptable  service  that  they  can  render  to  God ; 
and  on  the  other,  it  has  opened  a  wide  theatre  in  the  offices, 
agencies,  and  celebrations  of  those  institutions,  for  the  gra- 
tification of  vanity,  pride,  love  of  conspicuity,  and  ambition 
of  influence ;  and  created  to  a  large  class  in  whom  these 
passions  reign,  a  strong  wish  for  the  continuance  of  the 
church  under  the  persuasion  that  it  is  by  these  agencies  that 
the  world  is  to  be  redeemed.  Their  importance  results 
almost  entirely  from  their  place  in  these  organizations. 
Their  main  hopes  of  gratifying  their  love  of  display,  of 
notoriety,  and  of  power,  depend  on  the  unrelaxed  activity 
of  tSese  institutions;  and  hence  they  contemplate  with 
extreme  dislike  and  hostility  the  doctrine  that  it  is  not  by 
them,  though  highly  useful,  that  the  world  is  to  be  con- 
verted and  the  millennium  introduced;  that  they  are  inade- 
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quate  to  that  end,  because  they  are  inadequate  to  the  new- 
creation  of  the  heavens  and  earth ;  to  the  resurrection  of  the 
holy  dead;  to  the  binding  of  Satan ;  to  the  repeal  of  the 
great  curse  of  want,  misery,  and  death,  brought  on  the 
race  by  the  fall ;  and  above  all  to  the  renovation  of  the 
heart ; — and  they  denounce  it  accordingly  with  a  zeal  and 
bitterness  that  are  equal  to  the  vanity  and  ambition  with 
which  they  are  animated.  As  they  imagine  that  if  a  belief 
in  Christ's  premillennial  advent  should  prevail,  it  would 
overcloud  their  favorite  schemes  of  distinction,  they  are  led 
to  view  it  with  aversion ;  to  seek  for  reasons  to  fortify  them- 
selves in  antimillenarianism,  and  to  give  it  a  continued  hold 
on  the  faith  of  the  church. 

Sad  as  this  picture  is,  the  observation  of  a  long  period, 
and  a  pretty  intimate  knowledge  of  the  parties  who  have 
been  active  in  endeavoring  to  arrest  the  spread  of  the  doc- 
trine of  Christ's  premillennial  coming,  and  the  means  t]:iey 
have  employed  to  keep  the  church  in  its  present  belief,  leave 
us  under  no  doubt  that  a  large  share  of  the  hostility  mani- 
fested to  the  doctrines  we  maintain,  has  its  origin  in  this 
sinister  feeling.  It  is  mixed,  indeed,  in  the  minds  of  many, 
with  better  sentiments.  Thousands  undoubtedly  are  be- 
trayed by  the  false  teachings  they  receive,  into  the  belief 
that  their  views  are  right,  and  that  in  rejecting  and  denounxj- 
ing  the  doctrine  of  Christ's  coming  and  reign  on  the  earth, 
they  are  doing  God  service.  But  whatever  the  extent  may 
be  to  which  that  persuasion  prevails,  it  is  notorious  that  in 
the  main  the  zealous,  noisy,  and  unscrupulous  assailants  of 
the  doctrine,  are  of  the  class  we  have  described.  Let  a  list 
be  made  of  the  aspiring,  intriguing,  and  unscrupulous,  who 
are  aiming  at  higher  places,  endeavoring  to  form  or  control 
a  party,  make  themselves  of  consequence  to  the  great  socie- 
ties, and  display  themselves  at  anniversaries,  or  who  have 
some  other  sinister  end  to  gain ;  and  it  will  be  found  that  it 
contains  the  names  of  most  of  the  hot-headed  opponents  of 
Christ's  millennial  reign.  Let  a  list  be  made,  on  the  other 
hand,  of  the  ablest,  the  most  cultivated,  the  noblest  minded, 
the  most  conscientious,  and  the  most  enlightened  and  at- 
tached friends  to  the  great  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  and  there 
will  not  be  found  among  them  a  single  violent  rejecter,  and 
denouncer  of  the  doctrine.    There  will  be  many  who  do 
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not  receive  it.  There  will  be  some  who  think  it  obnoxious 
to  very  serious  objections.  But  the  great  body  of  them, 
and  those  of  the  very  highest  rank  in  intellect,  learning, 
candor,  and  piety,  will  be  found  to  be  persons  who,  instead 
of  discarding  the  subject,  regard  it  as  having  high  claims  to 
their  consideration ;  who  have  a  profound  feeling  that  the 
current  views  are  perplexed  with  the  most  grave  difficul- 
ties ;  and  who  are  disposed  to  receive  with  impartiality,  dis- 
cussions that  aim  to  ascertain  what  the  true  principles  are  on 
which  the  prophetic  Scriptures  are  to  be  interpreted,  and  to 
set  aside  by  legitimate  criticism  the  erroneous  notions  that 
prevail ;  and  who  welcome  in  a  friendly  and  generous  spirit 
every  useful  contribution  that  is  made  to  a  just  understand- 
ing of  the  subject.  The  coarse,  passionate,  and  abusive  op- 
posers  of  the  doctrine  and  its  advocates  are  not  found 
among  them.  A  descent  must  be  made  from  the  elevation 
they  occupy,  to  reach  the  murky  region  where  vanity,  party 
spirit,  intrigue,  and  an  unsanctifled  ambition  reign.  It  is 
there  where  something  else  than  truth  has  predominant 
sway,  that  the  flippant,  captious,  insolent,  and  unscrupulous 
assailants  of  the  doctrine  are  found.  It  is  there  where 
cabals  are  formed ;  where  schemes  ape  devised  to  maintain 
the  reign  of  error;  and  where  arrangements  are  made  by 
which  the  agencies  instituted  for  the  propagation  of  the  gos- 
pel— not  for  its  perversion  and  suppression — are  employed 
to  diffuse  misrepresentation,  to  awaken  and  foster  prejudice, 
to  dupe  the  unsuspecting,  to  alarm  the  timid,  and  use  all 
the  means  with  which  the  artful  and  aspiring  are  familiar, 
to  intercept  the  truth  from  the  eyes  of  God's  people ;  and 
mainly  from  the  fear  that  if  the  truth  prevail,  their  favorite 
hopes  will  be  disappointed ;  that  no  adequate  theatre  will  be 
left  for  the  display  of  their  virtues ;  that  they  shall  lose  the 
positions,  the  flatteries,  the  honors,  the  influence  they  now 
enjoy  or  anticipate.  Were  the  current  of  opinion  to  turn, 
80  that  precisely  the  opposite  course  were  requisite  to  their 
popularity,  they  would  undoubtedly,  as  soon  as  they  disco- 
vered it,  wheel  and  denounce  with  equal  zeal  what  they  now 
applaud,  and  applaud  what  they  now  condemn. 

9.  Another  obstacle  to  the  reception  of  the  truth,  is  the 
fear  of  being  thought  enthusiastic  and  fanatical.  There  are 
many  whose  prejadioes  have  reaohed  such  a  height,  that 
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^j  regard  it  as  iDcompatible  with  good  sense  and  sobriety, 
to  study  the  prophetic  Scriptures ;  they,  in  effect,  set  aside 
the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  word  of  God  as  beneath  their 
notice  ^they  look  with  disdain  and  contempt  on  those  who 
attempt  to  understand  it,  and  congratulate  themselves  that 
they  have  not  fallen  into  such  a  discreditable  weakness  and 
folly.  This  feeling,  which  is  essentially  the  same  as  that 
with  which  Newman,  Parker,  and  their  school,  who  deny 
the  possibility  of  a  written  revelation,  discard  the  whole  of 
the  inspired  volume,  is  an  insuperable  barrier. to  their  dis- 
cerning and  receiving  the  truth.  Bepelled  as  beneath  their 
dignity,  the  object  of  scorn  and  derision,  they  place  them* 
selves  out  of  the  sphere  of  its  influence ;  they  close  all  the 
avenues  through  which  it  may  find  entrance  to  their  minds, 
and  debar  themselves  also  from  the  aids  of  the  Holy  Spirit ; 
for  it  is  by  the  inAision  of  the  Ught  of  his  truth  into  the 
mind,  that  he  illununatea  and  quickens  it.  They  accord- 
ingly  who  hate  and  spurn  that  word — abandoned  by  him 
usually  to  their  delusions — are  left  to  carry  their  unbelief 
and  hostility  to  their  natural  results,  and  meet  their  appro* 
priate  reward.  How  many  thousands  there  are,  who,  by 
this  wretched  fimaticism,  are  binding  themselves  fiist  in  the 
manacles  of  error,  and  fostering  in  their  people  one  of  the 
worst  forms  of  infidelity,  because  disguised  under  a  pre* 
tence  of  good  taste,  prudence,  and  even  piety,  and  thus 
leading  them  blindfold  into  the  perils  of  the  last  great  con- 
flict, in  which  th^  ignoarance,  prejudice,  and  fiadse  £uth,  may 
piove  the  occasion  of  their  destruction. 

10.  Another  obstacle  to  the  reception  of  the  great  teach« 
iii{p  of  the  sacred  word  on  this  subject,  is  a  reluctance  to 
make  the  mental  effort  that  is  necessary  to  master  ihe  prin- 
ciples of  interpretation,  eipplj  them  to  the  prophecies,  and 
follow  them  out  in  their  relations  to  the  views  they  now 
entertain.  This,  if  we  may  judge  from  avowals  we  have 
heard,  and  opinions  that  have  been  expressed  to  us,  is  one 
of  the  most  efficient  reasons  with  a  large  number  that  they 
oontinue  to  r^ard  the  subject  with  distaste,  and  dismiss  it 
firom  consideration.  It  certainly  reflects  very  little  <a:edit 
on  their  sense  of  obligation,  or  Uieir  love  of  truth,  and  im- 
plies an  estimate  of  their  powers  which,  if  hinted  by  othets, 
would  be  little  likely  to  meet  their  acquiescence.    But  it  m 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1864.]  Chri^s  S&omd  Chmtng.  31 

founded  on  a  total  misjadgment  of  the  subject,  as  well  as  of 
themselves.  It  requires  no  extraordinary  effort  to  master  the 
principles  of  interpretation,  or  to  apply  them  to  at  least  a 
large  share  of  the  prophecies.  There  is  nothing  peculiarly 
intricate  in  them ;  while  those  branches  of  the  subject,  such 
as  the  principles  of  analogy,  and  the  laws  of  figurative  lan- 
guage, which  require  the  nicest  scrutiny  and  the  most  deli- 
cate discrimination,  are  in  themselves  eminently  attractive, 
and  adapted  in  a  higher  measure  than  any  other  to  sharpen 
the  intellect^  develope  and  quicken  the  refined  sensibilities, 
and  unfold  and  give  truth  and  elegance  to  the  taste ;  and 
this  is  precisely  the  discipline  which  these  persons  need, 
under  which  their  powera  would  be  stimulated  and  matured, 
and  the  acquisition  and  contemplation  of  the  truth  become 
easy,  purifying,  and  exhilarating. 

Such  are  the  principal  reasons,  we  believe,  that  the  great 
teachings  of  the^Scriptures  on  this  subject  continue  to  be 
rejected  and  neglected  by  such  numbers.  They  are  anti- 
xnillenarians,  not  that  they  have  any  express  authority  in 
the  word  of  God  for  their  faith  on  the  subject ;  not  that  they 
are  able  to  vindicate  it  as  an  inference  from  the  teachings  of 
the  Scriptures;  not  that  they  are  able  to  give  a  satisfactory 
answw  to  the  numerous  pToo&  &om  the  prophets  that  Christ 
18  speedily  to  come  and  reign  on  the  earth ;  but  simply 
because  they  have  inherited  their  notions  on  the  question 
from  their  teachers,  and  because  they  have  been  made  averse 
by  preooDceptions,  dislikes,  personal  and  party  interests,  and 
other  sinister  influences,  to  the  opposite  views.  We  appeal 
to  such  of  our  readers  as  have  in  a  measure,  in  connexion 
with  our  labors,  been  led  to  the  reception  of  the  doctrine  of 
Christ's  coming  and  reign  anterior  to  the  thousand  years, 
whether  such  were  not  the  causes,  in  a  great  measure,  by 
which  they  before  were  withheld  from  the  study  and  adop- 
tion of  the  true  teachings  of  the  Scriptures  on  the  subjeet 
We  appeal  to  those  who  still  continue  anti-millenarians, 
whether  it  is  not  under  the  sway,  in  a  large  degree  at  leasl^ 
of  the  reasons  we  have  enumerated,  that  they  are  led  to 
discard  them,  and  continue  their  adherence  to  their  present 
fiuth.  If  such  be  the  fact,  we  need  not  apprise  them  that 
the  oourse  Uiey  are  pursuing  is  not  8u<^  as  becomes  the  dis*- 
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oiples  of  Christ    "We  need  not  remind  them  that  it  will  not 
meet  approval  at  the  bar  of  Jehovah. 

Those  who  have  been  led  by  the  distinguishing  mercy  of 
God  to  the  knowledge  and  reception  of  the  truth  on  this 
subject,  should  derive  from  these  considerations  encourage- 
ment to  proclaim  the  great  doctrine  of  Christ's  coming  and 
reign  with  boldness,  and  endeavor  to  lead  those' who  are 
placed  within  their  access,  to  lay  aside  their  prejudices  and 
study  and  embrace  it.    No  body  of  Christ's  disciples  ever 
had  more  ample  means  to  demonstrate  the  truth  of  their 
views,  or  opponents  whose  opinions  were  more  wholly  devoid 
of  scriptural  authority.     There  is  not  an  element  of  anti- 
millenarianism  that  is  not  the  work  of  error  and  unbelief 
and  may  not  be  demolished  by  the  most  direct  testimony 
r  from  the  prophetic  word.    And  no  duty,  we  believe,  is  more 
important  than  the  proclamation  now  is  of  this  branch  of  • 
the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints,  by  those  in  the  minis- 
try who  hold  it.    It  has  been  by  many  too  much  neglected 
from  an  unwillingness  to  disturb  the  faith  of  their  people, 
or  a  fear  of  reproach.    But  that  course  is  as  impolitic,  we 
believe,  in  respect  to  their  reputation  and  influence,  as  it  is 
inconsistent  with  their  fidelity  to  the  truth.    A  very  con- 
siderable number  of  ministers  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try have,  within  two  or  three  years,  preached  the  doctrine  of 
Christ's  coming  and  reign,  the  resurrection  and  reign  with  him 
of  the  sainta,  the  renovation  of  the  earth,  the  conversion  of  the 
nations,  the  repeal  of  the  curse  of  death,  and  the  perpetuity  of 
his  kingdom  here,  and  in  every  instance,  we  believe,  with 
benefit  to  their  people  and  themselves.    Instead  of  disgust- 
ing, they  have  awf^ened  the  interest  of  their  congregations ; 
they  have  disarmed  prejudice,  conquered  ignorance  and 
aversion,  led  many  to  the  reception  of  the  truth,  and  gradu- 
ally overcome  the  objections,  and  won  the  confidence  ot 
their  associates  in  the  sacred  office,  and  prepared  the  way 
for  the  unobstructed  dissemination  of  the  truth;   while 
in  several  cases  the  seal  of  heaven  has  been  set  on  their 
labors  by  the  outpouring  on  their  congregations  of  the  influ- 
ences of  the  Holy  Spirit    Such  we  doubt  not  will  in  all 
instances  be  the  result  of  a  fidthfiil,  bold,  and  thorough 
treatment  of  the  subject ;  and  we  believe  the  time  has  come 
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w}ien  it  cannot  be  omitted  without  a  dereliction  of  duty  that 
is  incompatible  with  the  character  of  the  witnesses  of 
Jesus. 


Abt.  JL— The  Synod  of  Dobt  * 

t 

BY  THE  BEV.  ENOCH  POND,  D.D. 

The  doctrines  of  the  Reformers  had  penetrated  into  the 
Low  CJountries  as  early  as  the  year  1521.  The  way  had 
been  in  some  measure  prepared  for  them  by  the  labors  of 
Erasmus,  who  was  a  native  of  Rotterdam,  and  who  preceded 
Luther  by  several  years.  Although  the  Emperor  Charles  V. 
did  his  utmost  to  extirpate  the  growing  heresy,  it  continued  to 
spread  in  all  directions,  and  multitudes  declared  themselves 
in  its  &vor.  Philip,  the  son  and  successor  of  Charles,  was 
even  more  violent  than  his  &ther  in  his  efforts  to  stay  the 
progress  of  truth,  and  support  the  sinking  cause  of  Rome. 
He  augmented  the  number  of  the  bishops,  enacted  the  most 
severe  and  barbarous  laws  against  all  innovators  in  matters 
of  religion,  and  created  that  inhuman  tribunal,  the  Inqui- 
sition, to  intimidate  and  subdue,  if  possible,  the  manly 
spirit  of  an  oppressed  and  persecuted  people.  But  his  mea- 
sures were  as  unsuccessful  as  they  were  absurd.  His  fiirious 
and  intemperate  zeal  for  the  superstitions  of  Rome  tended 
only  to  accelerate  their  destruction.  The  Papal  authority, 
which  had  only  been  in  a  critical  state,  was  reduced  to  a 
desperate  one  by  the  very  steps  that  were  designed  to  sup- 
port it.  The  nobility  formed  themselves  into  an  association 
in  the  year  1566,  with  a  view  to  procure  the  repeal  of 
Philip's  tyrannical  edicts;  but  their  solicitations  and  re- 
quests being  treated  with  contempt^  they  resolved  to  obtain 


*  Tlie  Artiel60  of  the  Synod  of  Dort^  with  the  history  of  eyenti  which 
made  way  fw  that  Synod,  as  published  by  authority  of  the  States  General  of 
Holland.  Translated  from  the  Latin  with  Notes,  BemarkB»  and  References, 
by  Thomas  Soott^  Rector  of  Aston  Sanford,  Bucks :  London,  1818. 
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by  force  what  tbey  hoped  to  have  gained  from  clemeDcy  and 
justice.  They  addressed  themselves  to  a  free  and  an  abused 
people,  spurned  the  authority  of  a  cruel  yoke,  and  with  an 
impetuosity  and  vehemence  that  were  sometimes  excessive, 
trampled  upon  the  rites  and  institutions  of  the  church  of 
Rome.  To  quell  these  tumults  a  powerful  army  was  sent 
from  Spain,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Alva,  whose 
sanguinary  proceedings  and  horrid  barbarity  kindled  that 
long  and  bloody  war  which  terminated  in  the  republican 
independence  of  the  United  Provinces.  It  was  the  ^roic 
conduct  of  William,  Prince  of  Orange,  seconded  by  assist- 
ance from  England  and  France,  that  delivered  these  Pro- 
vinces from  the  Spanish  yoke.  This  valiant  Prince  fell  by 
the  hand  of  an  assassin,  A.  D.  1584.  His  murderer  con- 
fessed that  he  was  instigated  to  destroy  him  by  the  Jesuits, 
who  '^  assured  him  that  if  he  died  in  the  attempt  he  should 
be  placed  among  the  martyrs." 

The  confession  of  faith  of  the  Low  Countries,  commonly 
called  the  Belgic  Confession,  was  published  in  the  year 
1563.  It  accords  with  the  confessions  of  the  other  reformed 
churches,  establishing  the  Presbyterian  form  of  government, 
and  embracing  all  those  points  of  doctrine  which  have  usu- 
ally been  denominated  Calvinistic.  It  was  afterwards  con- 
firmed by  several  Synods,  and  by  repeated  acts  of  the  states. 
Other  sects  were  tolerated,  not  excepting  the  Papists,  so  that 
there  was  really  more  Christian  liberty  in  Holland  than  in 
any  other  country  of  Europe ;  but  the  established  religion 
was  that  of  the  reformed  churches,  as  set  forth  in  the  con- 
fession to  which  we  have  referred.  Great  harmony  pre- 
vailed in  these  churches,  from  the  time  of  their  establish- 
ment till  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century,  when  attempts 
were  first  made  to  disturb  their  peace,  by  certain  proselytes 
from  Popery ;  but  these  were  easily  repressed  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Synods. 

A  more  formidable  assault  was  now  to  be  made,  the  cir- 
cumstances of  which  we  shall  briefly  detail.  Our  principal 
authority  is  the  history  before  us,  which  was  drawn  up  and 
published  by  the  authority  and  under  the  sanction  of  the 
States  General  and  the  Prince  of  Orange,  as  well  as  of  the 
Synod  of  Dort  itself,  and  refers,  in  every  part,  to  the  public 
records  of  the  transactions  in  question.    We  have  consulted 
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sLbo,  and  compared,  at  every  step,  Brandt's  History  of  the 
Beformation  in  the  Low  Coantries,  Hale's  and  Balcanquall's 
Letters  and  Expresses  concerning  the  Synod  of  Dort,  together 
with  such  other  sources  of  information  as  could  be  obtained, 
and  as  seemed  to  be  necessary. 

James  Hermanson  (commonly  called  Arminius)  was  bom 
at  Oude water,  in  Holland,  in  the  year  1560.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen,  while  at  school  at  Marpurg,  his  native  town  was  pil- 
laged by  the  Spaniards,  and  his  mother,  sisters,  brothers,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants,  were  inhumanly  slain. 
From  Marpurg  he  went  to  Leyden,  and  passed  through  the 
university  then  recently  established  at  that  place.  We  next 
find  him  at  Geneva,  attending  the  lectures  of  Theodore 
Beza;  and  then  at  Basle,  where  he  was  <^ered  a  doctorate 
in  theology,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-two.  He  left  Swit- 
zerland for  Italy,  from  which  country  he  returned  after  a 
few  months,  under  the  unfounded  imputation  of  having 
abjured  the  reformed  religion,  and  become  a  Papist.  He 
was  settled  in  the  ministry  at  Amsterdam  in  the  year  1588, 
in  which  situation  he  continued  for  the  next  fift;een  years. 

During  his  ministry  at  Amsterdam,  the  religious  views  of 
Arminius  underwent  an  important  change.  While  prepar- 
ing to  refute  a  work  in  opposition  to  the  then  commonly 
received  doctrine  of  predestination,  he  became  a  convert  to 
the  views  he  was  intending  to  expose,  and  carried  them  even 
further  than  the  author  he  was  examining.  He  renounced 
the  doctrine  of  absolute  decrees,  of  particular  election  and 
atonement,  and  of  irresistible  grace,  and  held  that  none  are 
chosen  to  eternal  life  but  in  consequence  of  foreseen  faith 
and  holiness.  This  change  in  his  sentiments  excited  atten- 
tion and  opposition ;  but  by  prudent  management,  and  the 
concurring  authority  of  the  magistrates,  he  was  enabled  to 
retain  his  place. 

In  the  year  1608  Arminius  was  appointed  to  succeed  the 
learned  Junius  as  Professor  of  Divinity  in  the  University  of 
Leyden.  This  appointment  was  opposed  by  many  of  the 
clergy  on  account  of  the  suspicions  which  rested  upon  him 
as  to  the  soundness  of  his  faith ;  but  having  abjured  the 
errors  with  which  he  was  charged,  and  ^^ promised  that  he 
toovM  tecuJi  nothing  which  differed  from  the  received  doctrine 
of  the  churches,  he  was  admitted  to  the  professorship."    So 
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mncb  in  earnest  was  he  at  this  time,  to  clear  himself  of  the 
suspicion  of  heresj,  that  he  is  said  to  hare  defended,  in  his 
public  disputations,  the  principal  articles  of  the  Calvinistic 
faith* 

He  had  not  been  long,  however,  in  his  new  employment, 
when  it  was  ascertained  **that  he  privately  attacked  some  of 
the  essential  doctrines  of  the  reformed  churches,  cast  doubt 
upon  them,  and  rendered  them  suspected  by  his  scholars." 
His  learning  and  eloquence  procured  him  converts  among 
the  Belgic  pastors  and  students;  but  this  excited,  as  .might 
have  been  supposed,  the  displeasure  of  some  of  his  brethren. 
Application  was  first  made  privately  to  Arminius  to  state 
his  objections  to  the  received  doctrines  in  a  firiendly  confer- 
ence ;  but  he  declined  the  proposal.  A  complaint  was  then 
preferred  by  the  Classis  of  Dort  to  the  Synod  of  the  pro- 
vince of  South  Holland.  To  escape  from  this,  Arminius 
procured  a  testimonial  from  some  of  his  colleagues,  in  which 
it  was  declared,  "  that  indeed  more  things  were  disputed 
among  the  students  than  was  agreeable  to  them ;  but  that 
among  the  professors  there  was  no  dissension  in  respect  to 
fundamentals."  The  Synods  however,  were  not  to  be  de- 
ceived. They  required  that  the  professors  should  pvbUcly 
disavow  the  opinions  imputed  to  them^  and  that  all  the  pastors 
should  testify  their  consent  in  doctrine,  by  subscribing  the 
received  confession  and  catechism. 

As  this  requirement  was  not  frilflUed,  the  opposers  of 
Arminius  petitioned  the  States  General  to  convene  a  Na- 
tiond  Synod,  for  the  purpose  of  composing  religious  differ- 
ences. To  this  the  States  General  agreed,  declaring,  how- 
ever, that  some  of  that  body  wished  to  add,  as  the  condition 
of  such  an  assembly,  that  "  there  should  be  a  revision  of  the 
established  confession  and  catechism;^  a  clause  indicating  the 
conviction  of  those  who  supported  it,  that  the  symbols  of 
the  chureh  needed  revising,  and  that  the  new  opinions  were 
not  consonant  to  established  doctrines.  A  convention  was 
held  preparatory  to  the  proposed  National  Synod ;  but  the 
sentiments  of  the  respective  partisans  were  so  opposed  to 


*  This  he  did  eontrtrj  to  his  own  opinions^  m  John  Coryinn^  one  of  his 
'  foUowen^  confesses.    See  Soott^  p.  18. 
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eacli  other  that  notliiDg  could  be  done.  In  this  convention 
Arminius  and  his  followers  were  requested,  "with  the  strong- 
est chtesktUon^^  to  state  to  the  other  professors  and  pastors 
their  objections  to  the  confession  and  catechism ;  a  promise 
being  added  that  they  would  endeavor  folly  to  satisfy  them, 
and  that  nothing  to  their  disadvantage  should  be  oommuni- 
cated  beyond  the  place  where  they  then  were  assembled ; 
but  Arminius  could  not  be  induced  to  comply  with  this 
request 

Having  failed  in  this  first  attempt  to  obtain  a  national 
synod,  the  project  of  a  provincial  synod  of  the  churches  of 
North  and  South  Holland,  was  next  resorted  to.  To  avoid 
this  Arminius  petitioned  the  States  General  that  cognizance 
should  be  taken  of  his  cause  by  the  lay  counsellors  of  the 
supreme  court  His  request  was  granted ;  and  a  conference 
between  him  and  Gomarus,  his  colleague  and  principal 
opposer,  was  accordingly  held  in  presence  of  the  counciL 
The  result  was  a  report  to  the  States  General  that  "  the  con- 
troversy between  the  two  professors  was  not  of  much  import- 
ance, but  regarded  some  subtle  disputes  about  predestinatioui 
which  might  be  safely  merged  in  a  mutual  toleration.'' 

Both  parties,  however,  continued  to  pursue  their  respect- 
ive plans  as  before ;  the  Arminians  refusing  to  state  their 
objections  to  the  received  doctrines  of  the  church,  and 
endeavoring  to  avoid  or  postpone  all  ecclesiastical  assemblies 
for  the  discussion  of  disputed  points,  while  the  opposite  party 
were  as  earnestly  striving  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  decision. 

In  the  year  1608  Arminius  found  himself  compelled  to 
state  his  opinions.^  This  he  did  at  considerable  length,  in 
his  famous  Declaraiio  before  the  states  of  Holland.  He 
made  a  similar  statement  in  a  second  conference  with  Goma- 
rus;  in  the  convention  of  the  States  General,  early  in  the 
following  year.  At  this  time  he  complained  of  ill  health, 
and  in  October,  1609,  he  died. 

The  disputes  which  he    had  originated  in  the    Belgio 


*  Id  the  Synod  of  South  Holland,  held  in  1608,  Arminius  and  hit  follower! 
were  enjoined  to  make  known  their  objections  to  the  r«FoeiTed  doctrines 
within  the  space  of  one  month,  "  under  penalty  of  incurring  the  ecclesiastical 
censure  against  the  contumacious."  It  was  to  escape  this  censure  that  hr 
published,  soon  after,  his  Declaraiio  before  the  States. 
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churches  did  not,  however,  die  with  him.  They  continued 
to  be  agitated  with  unabated  violence.  The  followers  of 
Arminius,  when  their  leader  had  been  drawn  from  his  con- 
oealment,  and  had  consented  to  make  a  public  declaration 
of  his  views,  became  exceedingly  bold  and  open  in  their 
objections  to  the  established  faith.  They  are  represented 
as  "  de&ming  the  received  doctrines  with  horrible  calum- 
nies, and  as  raging  furiously  (debacchari)  against  them." 

In  the  year  1610,  the  leading  Arminians  entered  into  a 
formal  confederacy^  and  thus  became  an  organized  body. 
It  was  at  this  time  that  they  presented  to  the  States  of  Hol- 
land their  celebrated  remonstrance^  from  which  they  were 
afterwards  called  Benionstrants.  This  remonstrance  con- 
tained their  objections  to  the  received  doctrines,  under  five 
heads,  commonly  called  the  five  points  of  Calvinism ;  also 
an  exhibition  of  their  own  views,  in  five  articles,  often  re- 
ferred to  in  the  subsequent  parts  of  this  controversy.  They 
succeeded  in  procuring  an  injunction  from  the  States  of 
Holland  that  nothing  further  should  be  enjoined  upon 
theological  students,  relating  to  the  subjects  of  predestina- 
tion and  grace,  than  what  was  expressed  in  the  articles  of 
their  remonstrance. 

Emboldened  by  the  magistrates,  many  of  whom  were  un- 
derstood to  favor  their  cause,  the  Eemonstrants  now  pro- 
ceeded to  acts  of  violence.  To  quote  from  the  history 
before  us,  "  They  labored  assiduously,  with  all  their  powers, 
that  the  pastors,  who  especially  resisted  their  attempts, 
should  be  not  only  ejected  from  their  churches,  but  banished 
from  the  cities;  and  that  on  all  the  churches  which  were 
without  pastors,  even  when  reluctant  and  struggling  against 
it,  those  should  be  obtruded,  who  were  addicted  to  their 
own  opinions;  all  others  being  excluded  wherever  they 
were  able,  though  lawfully  sought  out  and  called  by  the 
churches." 

In  some  places,  persons  under  the  influence  of  the  Ee- 
monstrants— those  lovers  of  toleration — had  recourse  to 
arms.  The  lawful  magistrates  were  compelled  to  resign ; 
and  pastors  of  churches  were  not  only  deposed,  but  driven 
out  of  the  cities.  In  this  way,  Cornelius  Gezelins,  one  of 
the  ministers  of  Eotterdam,  was  deprived  of  his  ministry, 
and  banished  from  the  city  by  the  victors. 
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In  1^  year  1618,  another  conference  was  held  at  Delft, 
in  hope  of  accommodating  existing  differences ;  but  nothing 
effisctnal  was  accomplished.  The  Bemonstrants  were  violent 
for  toleration,  insisting  that  the  points  in  dispute  were  of 
small  importaoce,  and  might  be  mutually  overlooked.*  To 
promote  the  object  which  they  had  in  view,  a  formula  of 
toleration  was  drawn  up,  and  the  attempt  was  made  to  com- 
pel  subscription  to  it  by  force  of  law.  A  decree  in  &vor  of 
toleration  was  passed  in  the  States  of  Holland,  which  the 
pastors  were  *^  commanded  to  obey  without  any  contradic- 
tion." And  that  they  might  the  more  easily  prefer  those 
who  were  attached  to  their  party  to  the  ministry  of  the 
churches,  they  effected  another  decree,  taking  the  choice  of 
pastor,  in  great  measure,  £rom  the  church,  and  putting  it 
into  the  hands  of  the  civil  power.  It  is  painful  to  add  that 
Ae  learned  Grotius,  at  this  time  Pensionary  of  Eotterdam, 
was  a  principal  instrument  in  these  violent  measures,  and 
afterwards  published  an  apology  for  tfaem« 

The  attempt  to  impose  pastors  upon  the  churches  by  the 
power  of  the  magistrate,  was  followed,  as  might  have  been 
expected,  with  division  and  strife.  The  churches  reftised,  in 
most  instances,  to  receive  such  pastors,  separations  ensued, 
and  the  separatists  were  severely  persecuted.  And  when 
these  godly  men— oppressed  with  fines,  prisons,  and  banish- 
ment— ^appealed  to  the  supreme  court  for  relief  and  the 
senators  of  the  supreme  court  attempted  to  succor  them,  the 
Bemonstrants  obtained,  through  the  advocate  of  Holland 
(Bameveldt),  that  an  interdict  should  be  laid  on  the  court 
from  protecting  them. 

In  the  year  1617,  the  nex^essity  for  a  national  synod  began 
to  be  generally  felt  and  acknowledged.  It  was  earnestly 
recommended  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  by  several 
foreign  princes,  particularly  by  James  I.  of  England.  It 
was  as  earnestly  opposed,  however,  by  the  Bemonstrants, 
who,  when  they  found  that  by  no  persuasion  or  manage- 
ment they  should  be  able  to  prevent  it^  had  the  madness  to 


*  At  otber  timefl»  thej  represented  these  points  m  of  very  greet  xmport- 
snee;  sffirming  that  the  Tiews  of  their  opponents  *' subverted  the  gospel, 
hindered  the  ministry  of  the  word,  and  overturned  the  foaadAtions  not  only 
of  the  Christian  religion,  but  ot  all  religioii.'' 
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excite  the  people  to  arms.  "The  rulers  of  some  cities, 
having  formed  a  conspiracy,  decreed  to  levy  soldiers,  who 
should  be  bound  by  oath,  neither  to  the  States  General  nor 
to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  but  to  themselves  alone,  for  the 
defence  of  the  cause  of  the  Bemonstrants,  and  of  their  ovrn 
authority.  This  was  done  at  Utrecht,  at  Haerlem,  at  Ley- 
den,  at  Rotterdam,  at  Gouda,  at  Horn,  and  in  other  places ; 
the  Remonstrants  instigating  the  rulers  of  the  cities  to  this, 
as  may  be  clearly  proved  by  divers  of  their  letters,  which 
afterwards  came  into  the  hands  of  the  Statea"  Grotius  and 
Hoogerbeets  were  at  Utrecht,  endeavoring  to  excite  the 
people,  and  put  the  city  in  a  posture  of  defence,  when  the 
Prince  of  Orange  came  against  it  He  succeeded  in  taking 
it,  and  these  two  nlen  were  sent  to  prison,  where  Barneveldt 
was  already  confined. 

These  events  only  served  to  show  more  clearly  the  neces- 
sity of  a  national  synod,  and  to  hasten  its  approach.  Ac- 
cordingly it  was  decreed  that  the  synod  should  be  holden  at 
Dordrecht  (Dort)  in  November,  1618. 

At  this  celebrated  synod — ^the  only  one  approximating  to 
the  character  of  a  general  synod  of  the  reformed  dburches — 
there  were  delegates  present,  not  only  from  the  united  pro- 
vinces, but  from  the  churches  of  England,  Scotland,  Hesse, 
Bremen,  Switzerland,  and  the  Palatinate.  The  foreign 
divines  present  were  twenty-eight  ^  those  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces were  thirty-six,  besides  five  professors  and  twenty 
elders.  The  synod  was  organized  November  13,  and  con- 
tinued by  adjournments  until  May  29,  having  held  in  all 
180  sessions.  John  Bogerraan  was  moderator,  and  Sebastian 
Damman  and  Festus  Hommius  secretaries.  Commissioners 
of  the  States  were  present  at  all  the  sessions,  of  whom 
Daniel  Heinsius  was  secretary.  The  following  oath  was 
taken  by  all  the  members :  **  I  promise  before  God,  in  whom 
I  believe  and  whom  I  worship,  as  being  present  in  this 
place,  and  as  being  the  seareher  of  hearts,  that  during  the 
course  of  affairs  in  this  synod,  which  will  examine  and 
decide,  not  only  the  five  points,  and  all  the  difficulties  result- 
ing from  them,  but  also  any  other  doctrine,  I  will  use  no 
human  writing,  but  only  the  word  of  Ood,  which  is  an  infal- 
lible rule  of  faith.  And  during  all  these  discussions,  I  will 
aim  alone  at  the  glory  of  God,  the  peace  of  the  church,  and 
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espedally  the  preservation  of  purity  <rf  doctrine.  Thus  help 
me,  m J  Saviour  Jesus  Christ :  I  beseech  him  to  assist  me  with 
his  Holy  Spirit" 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  sessions,  thirteen  of 
the  principal  Bemonstrant  divines  were  summoned  to  ap- 
pear, and  defend  their  cause  before  the  synod.  While  wait- 
ing for  these,  the  synod  took  measures  for  a  new  translation 
of  the  Bible  into  Uie  Dutch  language,  and  discussed  other 
important  subjects,  such  as  the  baptizing  and  catechizing  of 
chUdren. 

On  the  6th  of  December,  the  Remonstrants  who  had  been 
summoned,  appeared  in  the  ^embly.  They  protested 
against  the  authority  of  the  synod,  and  refused  to  acknow- 
ledge its  members  as  their  judges.  Their  protest  was  over- 
ruled by  the  foreign  divines,  and  they  were  required  to  pre- 
pare for  their  examination  and  defence.  After  much  debate 
respecting  the  order  of  considering  the  disputed  subjects — 
the  Bemonstrants  wishing  to  commence  the  discussion  by 
examining  and  refuting  the  sentiments  of  their  adversaries, 
but  their  judges  deciding  that  they  must  first  explain  and 
prove  their  own  doctrines,  and  neither  party  being  disposed 
to  yield — on  the  14th  of  January,  1619,  the  Remonstrants 
were  dismissed  from  the  assembly.  The  question  of  their 
dismission  was  submitted  to  the  foreign  divines,  and  by 
them  was  decided  in  the  aflSrmative.  They  had  liberty, . 
however,  to  transmit  in  writing  whatever  they  pleased,  with 
a  view  to  explain  or  defend  their  doctrines — a  liberty  of 
which  they  largely  availed  themselves.* 

In  the  absence  of  the  Bemonstrants,  the  synod  proceeded 
to  gather  their  sentiments  from  their  papers  and  books,  and 
to  judge  of  them  from  what  they  had  published.  The  busi- 
ness now  proceeded  with  as  much  harmony,  perhaps,  as  was 
consistent  with .  a  full  liberty  of  thought  and  remark,  and 
with  as  much  dispatch  as  could  be  expected,  considering  the 
manner  in  which  things  were  done.    At  length,  the  several 


*  Februaiy  7,  the  Bemonstrants  presented  to  the  synod  a  manuscript  in 
defence  of  their  first  and  second  artioles»  consisting  of  204  sheets.  Febmaij 
15,  thej  presented  another,  explaining  their  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  articles, 
consisting  of  60  sheets.  February  25,  they  presented  a  third,  sonsisting  of 
80  sheets.  March  19,  they  presented  a  fourth,  consisting  of  888  sheets.  As- 
suredly, ihey  had  no  great  reason  to  complain  of  the  want  of  a  hearing. 
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articles  of  the  Bemonstrants  were  examined  and  refhted, 
the  canons  of  the  synod  were  prepared,  and  on  the  28d  of 
April  were  subscribed  by  all  the  members.  The  sentence 
passed  upon  the  Remonstrants,  by  which  they  were  "  de- 
prived of  their  ministerial  and  academical  functions,"  was 
not  acted  upon  by  the  foreign  divines,  as  they  would  not  be 
seen  passing  sentence  upon  the  subjects  of  another  State. 

By  request  of  the  civilians  present — the  Commissioners 
of  the  States — the  synod  went  into  an  examination  of  the 
confession  and  catechism  of  the  Belgic  churches ;  and  both 
symbols,  so  far  as  relates  to  doctrine,  were  unanimously  ap- 
proved.  When  these  things  were  done,  the  foreign  divines 
took  their  leave ;  after  which  the  synod  continued  to  meet 
for  several  weeks,  to  transact  business  of  a  more  private 
nature.    The  sessions  closed,  as  before  stated.  May  29, 1619. 

The  points  of  difference  between  the  Bemonstrants  and 
Calvinists,  on  which  the  synod  of  Dort  adjudicated,  were 
the  Divine  predestination,  the  extent  of  man's  redemption 
by  the  death  of  Christ,  the  nature  of  human  corruption  and 
of  conversion  to  God,  and  the  perseverance  of  the  saints. 
It  is  not  our  intention  to  give  an  extended  view  of  the  sen- 
timents held  by  the  contending  parties  touching  these  points. 
We  shall  merely  state,  and  that  in  the  briefest  manner,  the 
leading  opinions  asserted  by  the  synod. 
.  The  decree  of  election  is  affirmed  to  be  absolute,  that  is, 
not  conditioned  on  foreseen  faith  and  holiness,  and  ihefruiU 
of  election,  such  as  repentance,  faith,  love  to  God,  and  obe- 
dience to  his  commandments,  the  only  ground  on  which  it 
can  be  assumed.  The  pretention  or  reprobation  of  the  non- 
elect  is  also  distinctly  acknowledged.  The  atonement  of 
Christ  is  said  to  be  universal  as  to  its  sufficiency,  though 
limited  in  its  saving  application.  On  the  ground  of  it,  all 
are  sincerely  invited  to  come, to  Christ  They  are  com- 
manded to  repent  and  believe  the  gospel.  The  unbelief  of 
men  is  declared  to  proceed  from  their  own  &ult.  Faith  and 
repentance,  which  are  the  gifts  of  God,  are  bestowed  on  the 
elect,  and  on  them  only ;  and  yet  the  grace  of  the  Divine 
Spirit,  in  imparting  these  gifts,  does  not  operate  in  a  violent 
or  compulsory  manner,  but  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
nature  of  man,  illuminating  the  understanding,  and  effectu- 
ally inclining  the  will.    Also  true  believers  are  said  to  be 
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preserved  by  the  power  of  God,  through  fiiith  unto  eternal 
life. 

At  the  close  of  each  of  the  preceding  articles  is  annexed 
a  condemnation  of  the  opposite  errors,  comprising  the  sul> 
stance  of  the  Socinian  and  Pelagian  heresies. 

The  synod  solemnly  renounced  those  absurd  and  impious 
consequences,  which  were  so  commonly  urged  against  the 
doctrines  which  they  had  unfolded,  and  earnestly  exhorted 
the  pastors  under  their  authority  to  adhere  closely  to  the 
sentiments  and  language  of  Scripture,  and  carefully  avoid 
every  expressio|i  which  might  appear  to  exceed  the  limits  of 
its  genuine  meaning. 

Eespecting  these  articles  of  the  synod,  the  venerable 
Thomas  Scott  observes :  "  Fewer  things  appear  to  me  to  be. 
unscriptural  in  them,  than  in  almost  any  human  composition 
which  I  have  read  upon  the  subject."  Again  he  says: 
"  The  doctrinib  of  Scriptural  Christianity  are  here  so  stated 
and  explained,  as  to  coincide  with  the  strictest  practical 
views  of  our  holy  religion ;  and  so  as  greatly  to  encourage 
and  promote  genuine  holiness,  considered  in  its  most  ex- 
panded  nature,  and  in  its  effects  upon  all  our  tempers,  affec- 
tions, words,  and  actions,  in  relation  to  God  and  to  all  man- 
kind." Mr.  Scott  further  speaks  of  the  "  holy,  guarded, 
and  reverential  manner  in  which  the  divines  of  this  repro- 
bated synod  stated  and  explained  the  doctrines  of  the  gos- 
pel, compared  with  the  superficial,  incautious,  and  often 
unholy  and  presumptuous  manner  of  too  many  of  the  pre- 
sent day." 

Perhaps  no  religious  convocation  has  been  so  perpetually 
traduced,  and  has  suffered  so  much  from  the  misrepresenta- 
tion of  enemies,  as  the  Synod  of  Dort.  We  have  an  in- 
stance of  this  in  the  gross  perversion  of  its  articles,  under 
the  name  of  an  abridgment,  by  Daniel  Tilehus.  This  pre- 
tended abridgment  was  copied  by  Heylin,  and  by  him  sent 
abroad  to  do  its  mischief,  in  all  parts  of  the  earth.  We  will 
not  copy  this  miserable  paper ;  but  we  will  give  the  brief 
but  pointed  testimony  of  Mr.  Scott  in  regard  to  it :  "  I  have 
long  been  aware,"  says  this  venerable  man,  "  that  there  is 
no  new  thing  under  the  sun  ;  that  speaking  all  manner  of 
evil  falsely  of  the  disciples  of  Christ  is  no  exception  to  this 
role;  and  that  misrepresentation  and  slandering  the  men 
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called  Calvinists  has  been  very  general,  ever  since  that  term 
was  invented.  But  I  own  that  /  never  before  met  mitk  so 
grossy  so  barefaced,  and  inexcusable  a  misrepresentation  as  this^ 
in  all  my  studies  of  inodem  controversy.  It  can  only  be  equalled 
by  the  false  testimony  borne  against  Jesus  and  his  Apostles^^ 
by  their  enemies,  as  recorded  **  in  holy  writ." 

Other  instances,  not  at  all  more  justifiable,  might  be  easily 
adduced.  Without  stopping  to  refute  the  slanderous  insinu- 
ation of  Brandt,  that  some  of  the  members  of  the  synod 
were  frequently  intoxicated  with  Ehenish  wine ;  how  often 
is  it  represented  that  the  synod  was  convened  by  a  mere 
faction,  and  with  a  view  to  gratify  the  spleen  of  Maurice, 
Prince  of  Orange.  In  reply  to  this,  Mr.  Scott  remarks  as 
follows :  "It  seems  undeniable  that  it  had  become  the  gene- 
ral and  almost  universal  opinion  of  the  different  States  in 
the  confederated  provinces,  that  such  a  national  synod  as 
the  Calvinists  had  always  urgently  requested  was  absolutely 
needful ;  and  that  the  Remonstrants  and  their  party  could 
no  longer  resist  this  prevailing  sentiment  Indeed,  nothing 
can  be  more  clear,  than  that  all  parties,  except  the  zealous 
Bemonstrants,  regarded  a  national  synod  as  the  proper  and 
only  effectual  way  of  terminating  the  religious  disturbances ; 
a  method,  not  only  sanctioned  by  the  example  of  Christians 
in  every  age,  but  enjoined  by  God  himself." 

The  members  of  the  synod,  it  has  been  said,  "  were  actu- 
ated only  by  the  spirit  of  theological  hatred  and  contention  ;" 
and  hence  "  their  opinions  are  deserving  only  of  contempt 
and  reprobation."  "  Now  this,"  says  the  London  Christian 
Observer,  •*  is  so  far  from  being  true,  that  we  think  no  can- 
did person,  whatever  may  be  his  sentiments  on  the  contro- 
verted points,  can  fail  of  doing  justice  to  the  apparent  piety 
and  holiness  which  characterize  all  their  proceedings.  Even 
allowing  them  to  be  erroneous,  there  seems  to  be  no  just 
ground  for  accusing  them  of  inveterate  malice.  It  was  per- 
fectly natural  that  the  Belgic  pastors  should  be  alarmed  at 
the  progress  of  opinions  which  threatened  to  overturn  their 
whole  system  of  ecclesiastical  discipline,  as  well  as  of  reli- 
gious doctrine,  and  that  they  should  conscientiously  endea- 
vor to  resist  and  suppress  them." 

It  has  been  represented  that  not  a  few  of  the  foreign  mem- 
bers were  dissatisfied  with  the  proceedings  of  the  synod,  and 
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regretted  exceedingly  that  they  had  been  there.  One  of 
them  in  particular  ia  quoted  as  exclaiming^"  0  Dortl  Dort! 
would  to  God  I  had  never  seen  thee  T'  The  individual  re- 
ported to  have  used  these  words  was  Martinius  of  Bremen, — 
a  man  who  occasioned  no  little  trouble  in  the  synod,  and 
whom  Brandt  claimed  as  "a  downright  Arminian."  He 
kept  up  a  secret  intercourse  with  the  Bemonstrants  during 
the  sessions,  and  was  evidently  more  in  their  interest  than 
in  that  of  the  brethren  with  whom  he  was  associated.  The 
declaration  of  the  excellent  Bishop  Hall,  one  of  the  deputies 
from  England,  has  not  been  so  frequently  quoted  as  that  of 
Ifartinius.  Upon  leaving  the  synod  before  its  close  (which 
he  was  obliged  to  do  on  account  of  the  state  of  his  health) 
he  said,  ''  There  is  no  place  upon  the  earth  so  like  heaven 
as  the  Synod  of  Dort,  and  none  where  I  should  be  more 
willing  to  dwell."* 

It  is  intimated  by  Goodwin,  in  his  "Bedemption  Be- 
deemed,"  that  the  members  of  the  Synod  of  Dort  were  bound 
by  a  secret  oath,  before  entering  on  their  work,  to  condemn 
the  Bemonstrants.  But  this  slanderous  accusation,  Bishop 
Hall,  when  far  advanced  in  life,  indignantly  repelled,  declaring 
that  no  oath  was  ever  taken  by  the  members,  or  required  of 
them,  except  that  which  we  have  given  on  a  previous  page. 

Among  other  things  charged  to  the  synod  are  the  impri- 
sonment of  Grotius  and  Hoogerbeets,  and  the  execution  of 
Bameveldt.  But  all  these  men  were  imprisoned  before  the 
assembling  of  the  synod,  and  their  arrest  and  sentence  were 
occasioned  rather  by  ^liikaX  than  religious  considerations. 
We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  they  were  not  concerned  in  the 
religious  disputes  of  the  day,  or  that  political  measures  grow- 
ing out  of  these  disputes  may  not  have  been  the  means  of 
their  overthrow.  The  fact  is,  they  were  in  a  different  party 
of  the  State  to  the  Prince  of  Orange.  He  regarded  them  as 
in  a  conspiracy  against  the  government  of  the  Provinces, 
and  as  laboring  to  excite  the  people  to  rebellion.  Hence  his 
desire  to  take  them  out  of  the  way.  How  fitr  they  were 
guilty  of  all  that  was  alleged  against  them  we  pretend  not 
to  say.    At  any  rate  the  Synod  of  Dort,  which  did  not 


*  Brandt  charaotoriBtically  inginuates  that  **  under  pretina  of  indispotitioD 
Hall  Ofumin^y  got  awaj." 
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convene  until  months  after  their  arrest,  could  have  had  no 
concern  in  their^imprisonment. 

The  reasons  why  this  synod  has  been  misrepresented  and 
slandered  in  the  manner  here  pointed  out,  are  not  difficult  to 
be  conceived.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  no  new  thing  for  the 
« cause  of  God  and  truth  to  be  reproached  and  slandered  by 
the  world.  And  more  especially  is  this  to  be  expected  when 
the  servants  of  God  furnish  some  occasion  (as  in  this  instance 
we  think  they  did)  to  their  enemies  to  speak  reproachfully. 
In  the  heated,  excited  state  of  feeling  existing  among  the 
clergy  of  the  United  Provinces  at  the  time  of  the  synod,  it 
was  scarcely  possible  that  they  should  meet  and  discuss  points 
of  difference  in  a  perfectly  unexceptionable  manner.  Things, 
it  might  be  expected,  would  be  said  and  done  which  would 
not  bear  the  scrutiny  of  impartial  eyes  at  the  distance  of  more 
than  two  centuries  from  the  scene  of  action.  That  such  things 
were  said  and  done  in  the  Synod  of  Dort  we  shall  by  no 
means  deny.  In  most  instances,  however,  they  are  to  be 
attributed  to  a  few  heated  individuals,  rather  than  to  the 
whole  body ;  or  they  are  to  be  resolved  into  the  spirit  and 
customs  of  the  age,  and  cannot  be  fairly  judged  by  the  stand- 
ard of  the  nineteenth  century.  Such  as  they  are,  however, 
they  have  furnished  occasion  to  liberalists  and  infidels,  in 
every  succeeding  generation  and  in  almost  every  part  of  the 
world,  to  cast  reproach  upon  the  synod  and  its  measure& 

It  will  be  evident  to  all  who  carefully  examine  the  articles 
of  the  synod,  that  too  much  is  attempted  in  them.  As  a  for- 
mula of  faith  to  be  authoritatively  enjoined,  they  go  too 
much  into  the  minutioR  of  doctrine,  and  into  explanations 
which  might  more  properly  be  left  to  the  direction  of  indi- 
viduals. As  Mr.  Scott  remarks,  "  The  very  exactness  and 
particularity  into  which  Scriptural  doctrine  is  branched  out 
and  errors  reprobated,  powerfully  counteracted  the  intended 
effect,  and  more  than  anything  else,  or  all  things  combined, 
tended  to  bring  upon  the  synod  such  decided  but  \inmerited 
reproach  and  odium." 

Another  thing  which  brought  reproach  on  the  synod  was 
the  rigorous  treatment  with  which  its  decisions  were  followed 
up  by  the  civil  power.  The  sentence  of  the  synod  merely 
deprived  the  Bemonstrants  of  their  ministerial  and  academi- 
cal functions  until  they  should  renounce  their  errors  and  be 
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willing  to  return  to  the  faith  of  the  church.  But  on  their 
refusing  to  desist  from  the  labors  of  the  ministry,  they  were 
ordered,  by  the  authority  of  the  States,  iuto  immediate  exile. 
Their  assemblies  were  suppressed ;  and  in  some  instances, 
when  found  assembled  in  disobedience  to  the  laws,  they  were 
dispersed  by  force  of  arms,  and  their  leaders  punished  with 
fines  and  imprisonment.  It  is  painftil  to  record  proceedings 
so  disgraceful  as  these,  and  so  abhorrent  to  the  spirit  of  the 
gospel.  They  are  not,  indeed,  directly  chargeable  upon  the 
synod ;  and  they  were  but  a  retribution  upon  the  Eemon- 
strants  of  the  same  treatment  which  they  began  to  visit  upon 
the  Calvinists  before  the  synod  was  convened.  Still,  they 
wer6  disgraceful  to  their  authors,  and  offensive  in  the  sight 
of  Grod,  and  have  been  seized  upon  by  the  enemies  of  reli* 
gion,  and  made  the  occasion  of  reproach. 

The  reproach  which  has  fallen  upon  the  Synod  of  Dort 
may  be  accounted  for,  in  part,  from  the  fact  that  so  many 
men  of  learning  and  influence, — historians,  philosophers, 
statesmen,  professors,  such  as  Grotius^  Yossius,  Bertius, 
Episoopius,  Le  Clerc,  Brandt,  Limborch,  Oasaubon,  Heylin, 
Ac,  &c., — were  strongly  enlisted  on  the  side  of  its  adversa- 
ries. Men  such  as  these  would  be  able  to  bring  reproach 
upon  any  cause  to  which  they  were  decidedly  and  conscien- 
tiously opposed;  while  the  weight  of  their  names  has  given 
currency  and  influence  to  their  works,  and  carried  them  to 
almost  every  part  of  the  earth. 

To  all  this  it  must  be  added,  that  soon  after  the  suppres- 
sion of  Arminianism  in  Holland,  the  established  clergy  be- 
gan to  dispute  among  themselves.  These  were  the  Cocceians, 
the  Yoetians,  the  Boellians,  the  Yeschorists,  and  the  Hattem- 
iflts, — followers  of  different  leaders  whose  names  are  now 
almost  forgotten,  but  who  created  not  a  little  disturbance  in 
the  age  in  which  they  lived,  and  withdrew  attention  from 
the  efforts  of  those  who  were  misrepresenting  and  defaming 
iheir  brethren  before  the  world. 

With  a  few  remarks  on  the  character  and  tendency  of 
those  errors  which  the  Synod  of  Dort  was  convened  to  ex- 
amine, this  discussion  will  be  concluded. 

It  is  not  at  all  likely  that  Axminius  ever  disclosed  very 
publicly  all  his  objections  to  the  established  religion  of  his 
country.    The  disdosures  which  he  made  were  literally 
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wrung  from  him ;  and  in  all  probability  they  were  not  more 
full  than  the  necessity  of  the  case  required.  He  showed  him- 
self capable  of  concealing  his  sentiments  at  the  time  of  his 
accepting  the  professorship  at  Leyden ;  and  similar  evasions 
were  charged  upon  him  to  the  end  of  his  life.  He  was  pub- 
licly declared  to  have  departed  from  the  doctrines  of  his 
church,  not  only  on  the  five  points,  so  called,  but  in  respect 
to  "justification,  original  sin,  the  providence  of  God,  the  in- 
spiration of  Scripture,  the  perfection  of  man  in  this  life,  the 
assurance  of  salvation,  and  some  other  subjects,"  and  to 
teach  differently  in  private  from  what  he  did  in  public.  In  his 
Declaratio  he  affirms,  that  on  the  point  of  justification  he  is 
"  not  conscious  of  having  thought  or  said  anything  different 
from  what  the  reformed  churches  believe,"  and  that  he  is 
"  ready  to  subscribe  with  his  own  hand  "  to  the  sentiments  of 
Calvin  on  the  subject  But  in  a  conference  previously  held 
before  the  counsellors  of  the  supreme  court,  Gomar  "pro- 
duced a  writing  of  his,  in  which  he  asserts  that  in  the  justifi- 
cation of  man  before  God  the  righteousness  of  Christ  is  not 
imputed,  but  that  faith  itself  or  the  (xct  of  believing^  by  the 
gracious  acceptance  of  God,  is  that  righteousness  by  which 
we  are  justified." 

Dr.  Maclaine,  the  translator  of  Mosheim,  who  certainly 
had  no  prejudices  against  Arminius,  expresses  the  following 
opinion  with  regard  to  his  religious  sentiments:  "It  is  a 
common  opinion  that  the  Arminians  who  flourished  before 
the  Synod  of  Dort  were  much  more  sound  in  their  opinions 
and  strict  in  their  morals  than  those  who  lived  afterwards ; 
that  Arminius  himself  only  rejected  the  Calvinistic  doctrine 
of  absolute  decrees,  and  what  he  took  for  its  immediate  con- 
sequences, adopting  in  all  other  points  the  doctrines  received 
in  the  reformed  churches ;  but  that  his  disciples,  and  espe- 
cially Episcopius,  had  totally  transgressed  the  bounds  that 
had  been  set  by  their  master,  and  gone  over  to  the  Pela- 
gians, and  even  to  the  Socinians.  Such,  I  say,  is  the  opi- 
nion commonly  entertained  concerning  this  matter.  But  it 
appears  evident  to  me  that  Arminius  himself  had  laid  the 
plan  of  that  theological  system  which^  in  after  times,  was  em- 
braced  by  his  followers  ;  that  he  had  instilled  the  mmn  princi- 
ples of  it  into  their  minds;  and  that  these  latter,  and  especially 
Episcopius,  did  really  no  more  than  bring  this  plan  to  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1864]  The  Sywd  of  Dwt  49 

greater  degree  of  perfection,  and  {m>pagate,  with  more  cou- 
rage and  perspicuity,  the  doctrines  it  contained." 

But  we  are  not  now  80  directly  concerned  with  Armintus 
as  with  his  surrirors  and  followers,  whose  views  were  can- 
yassed  and  censured  in  the  Synod  of  Dort  It  is  often  said 
that  their  departure  from  the  established  &ith  was  limited  to 
the  five  points  insisted  on  in  their  remonstrance  to  the  States. 
But  there  is  evidence  conclusive  that  such  was  not  the  £bu^ 
For  example,  a  toleration  was  offered  them  in  1611,  "  pro- 
vided they  vxtuM  rencnmce  the  errors  of  Socinianism  f^  but 
they  refused  to  accept  it  on  these  terms.  Again,  they  might 
haye  secured  a  toleration  in  1613,  provided  they  tirould  give 
assurances  "^  that  they  thought  differentiy  from  the  reformed 
ckurchea  on  no  oifier  heads  (f  doctrine  eoceept  the  five  uriides 
contained  in  their  remonstrance.^^  But  such  assuianoes  they 
refused  to  give.  Here  is  evidence  conclusive  that  they  had 
other  objections  to  the  established  faith  besides  those  they 
had  avowed  to  the  States.  Another  proof  to  the  same  point 
is  their  promotion  of  Yorstius  to  the  theological  chair  at 
Leyden,  made  vacant  by  the  death  of  Arminius.  Yorstius 
certainly  was  a  concealed  Unitarian,  and  confessed  himself 
to  be  so  near  the  close  of  life. 

The  result  of  the  speculations  of  Arminius  and  his  follow- 
as  id  full  of  instruction  to  the  church..  The  beginnings  of 
^rror,  like  those  of  strife,  are  ''as  when  one  letteth  out  wa- 
ter.*^ The  stream  may  be  small  and  scarcely  visible  at  first, 
but  it  increases  as  it  runs,  and  its  course  is  ever  downwards. 
Arminius  commenced  with  questioning  the  received  doctrine 
of  predestination.  Pleased  with  his  new  discoveries  he  ven- 
tured on  to  other  topics.  He  was  uniformly  backward  to 
disclose  his  peculiar  sentiments;  and  most  of  the  points 
which  he  publicly  avoioed  would  not  be  considered  by  many 
of  the  orthodox  of  this  day  as  ^sentially  erroneous.  It  is 
not  at  all  likely,  however,  that  he  ever  unfolded  himself 
fully,  except  to  his  pupils  and  particular  friends.  His  dis- 
ciples were  more  bold  and  decided  than  their  master,  and 
pursued  their  speculations  to  much  greater  lengtha  In 
instances  not  a  few,  those  who  began  their  course  Armi- 
nians  ended  it  in  Socinianism  or  infidelity.  So  true  is  the 
maxim  of  the  great  apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  "  A  little  leaven 
leaveneth  the  whole  lump.'^ 

VOL.  vn. — NO.  L  4 
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On  the  death  of  Maurice,  Prinoe  of  Orange,  and  the  acces- 
sion of  his  brother  in  1625,  the  Remonstrant  exiles  were 
recalled  and  restored  to  fevor.  They  established  congrega- 
tions in  various  places,. and  founded  a  seminary  at  Amster- 
dam, for  the  education  of  young  men  for  the  ministry.  As 
a  sect,  however,  the  Arminians  have  never  been  numerous. 
They  have  prevailed  chiefly  by  mingling  with  other  sects, 
corrupting  their  churches,  and  without  a  change  of  name  or 
form,  bringing  them  over  to  their  views.  In  this  way  the 
originally  Calvinistic  church  of  England  became  Arminian, 
under  the  administration  of  Archbishop  Laud.  The  churches 
of  Switzefland,  of  France,  and  of  Scotland  have  not  fared 
much  better.  Even  the  Puritan  churches  of  New  England 
did  not  wholly  escape.  The  error  was  brought  here  from 
the  parent  country  more  than  a  century  ago,  and  silently 
infected  many  of  the  churches  of  the  Pilgrims. 

Arminianism  has  assumed  a  variable  character,  not  only 
in  its  outward  form,  but  in  its  internal,  practical  influence. 
In  the  hands  of  Wesley  and  his  followers,  it  is  warm,  stirring, 
arousing,  and  effective.  It  has  awakened  many  from  the 
sleep  of  sin,  and  brought  them  to  hope  and  trust  in  the 
Saviour.  But  in  other  hands  the  same  general  system  (if  it 
can  be  called  the  same)  is  cold,  formal,  heartless,  inoperative. 
It  incorporates  easily  with  the  world,  sets  itself  in  opposition 
to  the  doctrines  of  grace  and  revivals  of  religion,  and  is  per- 
petually running  down  into  Socinianism  and  infidelity. 


Abt.  in. — The  Government  of  God  Vindicated  from 
Dr.  Beecher's  Accusations.* 

BY  the  editor. 

In  ouir  former  article  on  Dr.  Beecher's  Conflict  of  Ages, 
we  treated  first,  of  some  of  the  doctrines  of  his  theory  which 


*  The  Confliot  of  Ages,  or  the  Great  Debate  on  the  Moral  Relations  of 
Gk>d  and  Man,  by  Edward  Beeoher,  D.D.  Boston:  Phillips^  Samson  it  Ca, 
1858. 
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lie  has  but  partially  developed,  and  that  seem  to  indicate 
that  he  is  but  imperfectly  aware  of  the  ground  on  which  he 
proceeds ;  and  next,  of  its  want  of  proof,  of  its  contradic- 
toriness  to  the  Scriptures,  of  its  unadaptedness  to  the  end 
for  which  he  employs  it,  and  of  the  accusations  which  it 
casts  upon  God. 

in.  We  shall  now  proceed  to  show  that  the  assumption  on 
which  he  predicates  the  necessity  of  his  hypothesis  of  pre- 
existence — that  on  the  supposition  that  man  commences  his 
being  in  this  life,  the  divine  administration  over  him  is  un- 
benevolent  and  unjust — is  a  most  causeless  i^n4  injurious 
impeachment  of  God's  procedure.  Dr.  B.  maintains,  it  will 
be  recollected,  that — 

**  The  principles  of  honor  and  of  right  .  •  .  .  demand  that  God 
shall  give  to  all  new-created  beings  original  constitutions,  healthy 
and  well-balanced,  and  tending  decidedly  and  effectually  towards 
good.  To  make  them  either  neutral,  or  with  constitutions  tending 
to  sin,  would  be  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  honor  and  justice  of 
Chdy  and  would  involve  him  in  the  guilt  and  dishonor  of  sin.  More- 
07er,  God  is  bound  to  place  new  created  things  [beings]  in  such  cir- 
cumstances that  there  shall  be  an  overbalance  of  influences  and  ten- 
dencies on  the  side  of  holiness,  and  not  of  sin.  Such  are  the  conceded 
demands  of  the  principles  of  equity  and  honor." — P.  214. 

"  If  in  the  original  constitution  of  any  new  created  mind,  and 
entirely  independent  of  his  knowledge,  desire,  choice,  or  agency, 
there  is  that  which  is  really  sinful  (if  the  idea  were  not  absurd,  and 
the  supposition  were  possible),  and  if  he  had  no  power  to  do  good, 
and  thus  secure  eternal  life,  such  a  creature  would  not  Ite  treated  by 
the  Creator  according  to  the  dictates  of  honor  and  right,  nor  would 
he  be  responsible  for  the  sin  so  existing;  for  he  would  not  be  its- 
author,  but  God,  and  for  it  God  would  be  responsible. 

"  Still  further :  if  in  the  original  constitution  of  a  new  created 
mind,  anterior  to  his  choice  or  action,  there  is  a  radical  derangement 
or  corruption,  resulting  in  a  powerful  tendency  or  propensity  to  sin,, 
certain  to  result  in  ruin,  whilst  at  the  same  time  God  had  the  power- 
to  create  it  without  this  derangement  or  corruption,  so  that  its  natu- 
ral and  proper  development  would  tend  towards  eternal  life,  then, 
such  a  mind  is  not  dealt  with  rightfully  and  honorably. 

*^  He  does  not  and  cannot  decide  with  what  constitutional  powers- 
he  shall  exist.  And  yet  nothing  more  vitally  affects  his  prospects 
for  eternity.  If  his  original  constitution  is  such  that  it  naturally 
tends  towards  evil  with  great  power,  and  thus  creates  a  moral  cer^ 
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tainty  of  rnin^  then  existence  is  to  him  no  blessing,  but  a  curse ; 
nor  has  the  Creator  dealt  honorably  or  benerolently  by  him  "—Pp. 
36,  37. 

Yet  God,  he  holds — on  the  snpposition  that  this  life  is 
man's  first  existence — ^has  brought  him  into  being  in  this 
condition  of  ''radical  derangement  or  corruption,  resulting 
in  a  powerful  tendency  or  propensity  to  sin,"  that  is  **  certain 
to  issue  in  ruin;"  and  that  God,  therefore,  has  not  dealt 
"  rightfully  and  honorably"  by  him,  and  consequently  that 
man  is  "  not  responsible  for  the  sin"  which  he  exerts,  but 
God.  Onr  the  supposition  that  this  is  man's  first  existence, 
he  asserts  that — 

^  The  actual  facts  of  this  world  and  of  revelation  are  such  thai 
they  logically  lead  us  to  the  result  that  the  present  system  is  inde- 
fensible, and  that  God  does  not  deserre  the  honor,  rererence,  and 
worship  of  his  creatures." — ^P.  217. 

This  is  truly  an  awful  accusation  of  God ;  for  as  Dr.  B.'s 
theory  of  pre-existence  is  demonstrably  not  true,  and  if 
it  were,  could  not  exempt  the  divine  administration  in  the 
slightest  degree  from  the  objection  which  he  urges  against 
it,  it  follows,  if  his  views  are  correct  respecting  the  dictates 
of  justice  and  the  condition  of  man's  nature,  that  man  is  not 
culpably  an  offender  against  God's  law,  but  that  God  him- 
self is  alone  blamable  for  his  sin,  and  consequently  that  the 
whole  government  of  the  Most  High  is  infinitely  unjust; 
and  thencf  that  the  work  of  redemption  is  no  such  work  of 
grace  as  it  is  represented  in  the  word  of  God ;  that  it  cannot, 
therefore,  unless  by  the  grossest  delusion,  be  accepted  as 
such ;  and  if  accepted,  cannot  be  relied  on.  For  if  the  impu- 
tation to  men  of  sin,  and  their  condemnation  on  account  of 
it,  is  altogether  false,  who  can  tell  but  that  the  promise  of 
deliverance  from  its  penalty  may  prove  to  be  an  equal 
deception  and  mockery? 

What  the  element  is  in  the  present  condition  of  the  human 
mind  resulting  from  its  fall,  that  on  the  supposition  that  this 
is  its  first  existence,  exempts  it  in  such  a  manner  firom 
responsibility  for  its  sins,  Dr.  B.  does  not  clearly  define. 
Much  which  he  says  implies  that  he  regards  it  as  that  state 
generally  which  is  expressed  in  the  orthodox  confessions  in 
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the  doclaine  of  the  fell  and  of  depravity.  If  it  is  that  con- 
dition, however,  it  is  absurd  to  imagine  that  it  does  not  form 
as  complete  an  exculpation  of  men,  on  the  supposition  that 
they  fell  here,  as  it  would  had  their  fell  taken  place  in  a  pre- 
existent  state.  For  if  it  exempts  men  from  the  obligation 
to  obey,  or  from  the  guilt  of  sin,  it  must  be  because  of  what 
it  is ;  that  is,  because  it  involves  or  constitutes  a  physical 
disability  which  releases  from  obligation,  precisely  as  the 
loss  of  a  limb  or  a  faculty  releases  from  the  obligation  to 
exercise  it.  But  if  the  very  possibility  of  obedience,  so  far 
as  the  faculties  of  the  mind  are  concerned,  and  thence  the 
basis  of  obligation,  are  in  that  manner  swept  away,  the  mind 
is  manifestly  as  completely  released  by  it  from  all  responsi- 
bility for  its  sins,  if  it  is  the  result  of  a  fall  in  this  life,  as  it 
wouJd  be  if  it  were  the  consequence  of  a  fell  in  a  pre-exist- 
ent  one.  To  assert  that  it  is  not,  is  to  assert  that  what  is 
held  to  be  an  absolute  disqualification  for  the  responsibilities 
of  a  moral  agent,  is  in  feet  not  a  disqualification  for  them. 
If  the  present  state  of  the  mind  induced  by  its  fell,  can  in 
any  cirtaimstances  exempt  it  from  responsibility  for  its  sins, 
and  transfer  the  blame  of  them  wholly  to  God,  why  does  it 
not  work  that  effect  as  naturally  and  necessarily,  if  it  was 
induced  by  a  fell  in  this  life,  as  it  could  were  it  the  result  of 
a  fell  in  a  previous  existence?  If  the  loss  of  one's  eyes,  by 
destroying  the  possibility,  extinguishes  the  obligation  to  see, 
what  can  be  more  contradictious  and  absurd,  than  to  main- 
tain that  their  extinction  at  this  present  time  does  not  as 
effSectually  annihilate  the  obligation,  as  it  would  had  it  taken 
place  at  any  previous  period?  In  maintaining  this  view  of 
the  present  state  of  the  mind,  Dr.  B.,  accordingly,  completely 
precludes  himself  from  the  result  which  h^  attempts  to  gain 
by  his  theory  of  pre-existence;  for  if  that  state  releases  men 
firom  responsibility  for  their  sins,  it  releases  them  as  effectu- 
ally, if  it  was  produced  by  a  fall  in  a  previous  life,  as  it 
could  if  it  were  the  work  of  a  fall  in  this. 

From  some  of  the  most  important  positions,  however,  which 
Dr.  B.  advances,  respecting  the  nature  of  man,  "  the  limitation 
of  divine  power,"  and  the  gradual  steps  by  which  the  most 
wise,  benevolent^  and  energetic  administration  God  can 
exercise,  must  rise  to  efficiency  over  him,  hi^  views  of  man, 
both  in  his  feUen  and  unfeUen  state,  differ,  we  take  it,  very 
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essentially  from  those  of  the  orthodox  generally ;  and  ren- 
der it  quite  mistaken  to  regard  his  profession  of  the  latter  as 
corroborating  their  truth,  or  yielding  them  any  authority. 
Instead  of  regarding  a  tendency  to  sin  as  having  had  its 
origin,  as  the  orthodox  doctrine  affirms,  in  the  fall,  he  holds 
that  it  is  an  original  and  necessary  element  of  the  mind 
anterior  to  its  &11 ;  and  of  such  strength,  and  lying  in  such 
a  measure  beyond  the  sphere  of  the  divine  influence,  as  to 
make  it  impossible  to  God,  with  all  the  resources  of  his 
power  and  wisdom,  to  counteract  it,  and  preserve  the  mind 
from  apostasy.    Thus  he  maintains — 

"That  there  is  a  temporary  limitatioD  of  divine  power,  originatiDg 
from  the  limitation  of  finite  capacities  to  comprehend  God  and  his 
ways,  and  a  consequent  liability  in  the  first  generations  of  creatures, 
to  unbelief,  distrust,  and  sin,  involving  a  season  of  suffering  in  God, 
and  requiring  a  fiill  unfolding  of  truth  in  act,  until  God  and  his  sys- 
tem shall  be  fully  disclosed,  and  the  occasion  of  unbelief  cease,**  p. 
475.  *'  A  temporary  limitation  of  divine  power  in  the  earlier  stages 
o(  creation,  in  consequence  of  the  liability  of  finite  minds  to  unbe- 
lief and  distrust  of  God,  when  exposed  to  the  trials  which  inevitably 
pertain  to  an  infinite  system^  and  which  are  necessary  to  their  own 
development  and  perfections^  p.  500. 

^  The  position  that  CMPs  ppwer  of  disclosing  himself  and  his  sys- 
tem^ and  plans,  to  his  creatures  in  their  earliest  ysnerations  is  limited^ 
does  not  diminish,  but  increases  our  ideas  of  the  greatness  of  God  ; 
for  his  greatness  is  the  cause  of  the  limitation  in  question.  It  is 
merely  the  inability  of  an  infinite  mind  to  bring  itself  and  ita  plans 
down  to  the  level  of  a  finite  mind.  Does  it  exalt  our  ideas  of  God, 
and  show  the  infinite  difference  between  him  and  a  creature,  to  assert 
that  he  can  put  himself  and  all  his  plans  fully  into  the  mind  of  that 
creature  ?  Or  does  it,  on  the  other  hand,  most  exalt  God  to  say  that 
he  is  so  vast  that  no  created  mind  can  fiilly  comprehend  him  or  his 
plans,  and  that  it  is  beyond  even  his  power  to  destroy  the  infinite 
chasm  that  separates  creator  and  creature  f  But  simple  and  obvious 
as  is  this  idea  of  the  vastness  of  God  and  his  system,  and  this  con- 
sequent limitation  of  finite  minds,  and  obvious  and  satis^etctory  as  is 
the  solution  of  the  origin  of  evil  which  it  furnishes,  still  it  has  been 
much  overlooked.  The.  causes  which  have  blinded  so  many  to  it 
are,  the  inconsiderate  ascription  to  God  of  the  unproved  ability  to 
do  all  things  in  a  moral  system  by  naked  power,  without  moral  and 
intellectual  motives ;  want  of  proper  reflection  on  the  disproportion 
between  him  and  created  minds,  and  on  what  b  essential  in  order  to 
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act  with  him  in  a  ooivenal  sjBtem,  and  on  the  discipline  needed  to 
fit  created  minds  for  it,  and  on  the  trial  involved  in  such  discipline; 
on  the  ease  with  which  a  being  so  vast,  in  the  execution  of  his  plans 
which  are  infinite  and  for  eternity,  may  be  misunderstood,  and  on 
the  immediate  and  hUl  effects  of  a  loss  of  confidence  in  God.  It 
has  not  been  sufiSciently  considered,  that  if  the  very  greatness  of 
God,  and  the  necessary  limitation  of  all,  even  the  highest  created 
minds,  render  it  impossible  for  him  to  disclose  fully  either  himself 
or  his  plans  to  them,  then  that  he  must  try  them  by  acting  in  view 
of  what  he  sees,  not  of  what  they  see ;  that  is,  he  must  act  in  view 
of  considerations  unseen  and  unknown  to  created  minds.  He  dwells 
in  light  to  which  no  created  mind  can  approach,  and  no  eye  has 
seen,  or  ever  will  see,  but  in  an  infinitely  small  degree,  all  that  is 
involved  in  the  full  knowledge  of  God.  But  when  once  these  things 
are  well  considered,  they  disclose  a  satisfactory  reason  for  the  origin 
of  evil,  and  one  not  dishonorable  to  God ;  for  to  annihilate  the  infi- 
nite distance  between  himself  and  a  creature  is  not  in  his  power. 
He  must  act  according  to  his  own  greatness,  and  yet  under  the  limi- 
tations created  by  an  utter  impossibility  of  transmitting  into  a  finite 
mind  a  fall  knowledge  of  all  that  exists  in  an  infinite  one.  Hence, 
if  he  win  act  with  finite  minds,  on  an  infinite  plan,  he  must  act,  at 
least  in  the  earlier  generations,  with  a  necessary  liability  of  being 
misunderstood ;  and  if  his  ways  are  trying,  of  losing  the  confidence 
of  those  with  whom  he  acts.**— Pp.  476,  477. 

It  is  apparent  thus,  if  this  representation  is  true,  that  the 
tendency  to  sin,  so  &t  from  having  had  its  origin  in  the  fall, 
results  of  necessity  from  the  very  nature  of  new  created 
agents,  and  has  a  predominating  power  in  the  earliest  stages 
of  a  moral  system.  That  this  tendency  is  supposed  to  spring 
from  an  incapacity  to  comprehend  all  the  thoughts  and  pur- 
poses of  God,  does  not  alter  its  character  or  intercept  it  from 
accomplishing  the  ruin  of  those  in  whom  it  exists.  It  is  as 
insuperable  by  the  power  of  God,  and  as  certainly  works 
the  destruction  of  its  subjects,  as  though  it  were  the  conse- 
quence of  an  eager  appetence,  or  of  a  violent  temptation  from 
without.  His  notion,  thus,  is,  that  new  created  beings  fell 
for  precisely  the  same  reason  as  he  holds  that  they  now  sin 
after  they  have  fallen ;  namely,  because  of  a  liability  and 
tendency  to  unbelief  distrust,  and  aversion,  excited  by  the 
nature  of  the  trials  to  which  they  are  necessarily  subjected 
in  order  to  secure  the  ends  of  the  divine  government    This 
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idea  of  man's  independence  of  God,  or  intractableness  nnder 
the  most  powerful  influenoe  he  is  able  to  exert,  and  invinci- 
ble  tendency  to  sin  by  the  force  of  his  constitution  while 
unfallen,  is  thus  altogether  at  war  with  the  doctrine  of  the 
orthodox  which  Dr.  B.  professes  to  entertain,  and  with  the 
teachings  of  the  Scriptures. 

Another  element  of  the  theory  on  which  he  proceeds  of 
equal  importance,  is  the  doctrine  that  God  is  bound  in 
justice  and  goodness  to  exempt  his  creatures,  both  fallen 
and  unfallen,  as  far  as  possible,  fix>m  every  instance  and 
measure  of  temptation ;  and  employ  all  the  means  in  his 
power  to  preserve  them  from  sin.    He  says : — 

^  Not  onlj  do  the  demands  of  honor  and  right  forbid  the  Creator 
thus  to  injure  his  creature  in  his  original  constitution,  but  they 
equally  forbid  him  to  place  him  in  circumstances  needlessly  unfavor- 
able to  right  conduct,  and  a  proper  development  of  his  powers. 

^  What  benevolent  being,  dealing  with  new  created  minds  com- 
mitted to  his  care,  would  not  feel  bound  to  place  them  under  a  sys- 
tem of  influences  most  favorably  Arranged  for  their  highest  good^ 
and  where  all  needless  trials  and  temptations  to  sin  and  ruin 
would  be  avoided  f  Could  any  man  defend  himself  on  any  princi- 
ples of  benevolence,  honor,  or  right,  if  he  did  not  act  on  this  prin- 
ciple f  And  when  the  great  Creator  is  deciding  on  the  circumstances 
of  the  new  created  inomortal  minds  called  into  being  by  his  power, 
is  it  benevolent,  hoaorable,  or  right  for  him  to  act  on  any  other  prin- 
ciple? 

'^If  now,  in  opposition  to  these  views,  any  allege  that  God,  for  his 
own  happiness  or  gloiy,  or  that  of  his  creatures,  may  act  on  other 
princif^es,  it  is  enough  to  say,  as  before,  that  it  is  not  supposable 
that  a  perfect  being  could  be  made  happy  or  glorious  by  acting  on 
any  other  principles.  The  only  grounds  on  which  God  or  any  of  his 
holy  creatures  can  be  happy  or  glorious,  as  honorable  and  benevolent 
minds,  in  view  of  the  ruin  of  any  others,  are  those  already  stated. 
It  must  appear  that  God  did  not  wrong  them  in  their  original  con- 
stitution, but  gave  them  a  constitution  honorably  manifesting  his 
sincere  good  will  towards  them  as  individuals,  and  tending  towards 
eternal  life.  It  must  also  appear  that  he  did  not  wrong  them  in 
their  situation  and  circumstances,  but  so  placed  them  that  all  things 
were,  on  the  whole,  as  favorably  arranged  for  all  as  possible.^ — Pp. 
87,  38. 

He  thus  holds  that  God  is  bound  by  honor  and  benevo- 
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lenoe  to  oae  all  the  means  in  his  power,  in  every  instanoe 
and  in  eveiy  -condition,  to  prevent  new  created  intelligences 
from  fSEtUing,  and  that  to  subject  them,  for  any  reason,  to 
temptations  that  may  be  avoided,  is  infinitely  malevolent. 

The  main  elements  of  his  theory  of  God  and  man  thus  are, 
1.  That  new  created  intelligences  have,  from  the  necessary 
limitations  of  their  capacities,  a  powerful  proclivity  to  dis- 
trust in  God  and  apostasy  from  him.  2.  That  God  has,  as 
their  creator,  but  very  inadequate  means  of  influencing 
them;  and  is  not  able,  with  all  the  resources  of  his  omnipo- 
tence and  wisdom,  to  preserve  them  from  rebellion.  And 
3d.  That  he  is,  nevertheless,  bound  in  honor  and  justice  to 
do  all  in  his  power  to  prevent  them  from  sin,  and  cannot, 
without  immeasurable  injustice  and  malevolence,  either  sub- 
ject them,  or  suflfer  them  to  be  subjected  by  others,  to  any 
temptations  to  evil  that  might  be  avoided.  And  it  is  on 
these  grounds  that  he  maintains,  that  if  this  is  their  first  ex- 
istence, men  are  not  fairly  dealt  by ;  but  that  the  condition 
in  which  they  come  into  being  is  tiie  work  of  immeasurable 
injustice  and  malignity ;  that  their  subjection  to  a  vast  share 
of  the  temptations  of  life  proceeds  from  the  same  malevo^ 
lence ;  and  that  the  blame  of  their  sins,  consequently,  instead 
of  being  theirs,  belongs  wholly  to  God. 

The  whole  basis  on  which  he  founds  the  hypothesis  it  is 
his  object  to  establish  in  his  volume,  is  thus  altogether  arti- 
ficial, at  war  with  the  Divine  perfections,  and  contradictory 
to  the  Scriptures,  and  to  our  consciousness.  His  deity  is  an 
essentially  different  being  from  the  Jehovah  of  the  Bible ; 
his  new  created  moral  agents  are  wholly  different  ftx>m  the 
Adam  and  Eve  who  were  the  head  of  our  race  j  and  the 
moral  administration  which  his  notion  of  justice  and  honor 
would  dictate  is  of  a  totally  different  cast  from  that  which 
the  Most  High  is  exercising  over  men.  K  his  views  express 
the  truth,  nothing  can  be  more  certain  than  that  God  is 
unequal  to  the  station  which  he  fills,  and  to  the  work  he  has 
attempted  to  accomplish ;  that  his  character  is  infinitely  un- 
like diat  which  is  ascribed  to  him  in  the  Scriptures ;  and 
that  his  government,  instead  of  truth,  righteousness,  and 
benignity,  is  marked,  in  an  awful  degree,  with  the  dark  hues 
of  a  malevolent  tyranny,  a  cruel  and  devouring  despotism. 
Whether  his  views  are  true  or  fiedse,  therefore,  is  a  question 
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of  infinite  moment  That  many  will  yield  them  an  eager 
assent,  and  find,  or  attempt  to  find  in  them  a  justification  of 
their  revolt,  and  an  answer  to  the  remonstrances  of  conscience, 
we  doubt  not  But  it  the  more  becomes  us  to  recoil  from 
the  imputations  they  cast  on  God,  and  to  vindicate  his  go- 
vernment from  the  misrepresentations  and  aspersions  with 
which  they  are  fraught  We  shall,  accordingly,  proceed  to 
show  that  Dr.  B.'s  whole  speculation  is  founded  on  a  false  basis, 
and  that  God's  ways  are  not  obnoxious  to  any  such  charges 
as  he  alleges  against  them,  but  are  marked  by  immeasurable 
wisdom,  rectitude,  and  benevolence. 

1.  The  denial  that  God  is  able  to  make  his  being,  character, 
rights,  and  will,  known  to  any  of  his  new  created  and  unfallen 
moral  creatures  in  such  a  measure  and  form  as  to  prevent 
them  from  sinning  and  prompt  them  to  obedience,  is,  on  the 
one  hand,  to  deny  his  infinite  power,  wisdom,  and  skill,  and 
exhibit  him  as  inadequate  to  the  exercise  of  a  moral  govern- 
ment that  shall  secure  the  well-being  of  his  empire ;  and  on 
the  other,  to  represent  men  as  in  their  moral  agency  inde- 
pendent of  his  sway.  For  if  he  cannot  communicate  to  them 
any  form  and  measure  of  knowledge  of  himself  of  which  their 
nature  is  capable,  and  which  they,  at  later  stages  of  their 
existence,  attain,  it  must  be  because  he  has  not  an  absolute 
control  over  their  faculties,  that  he  cannot  determine  their 
thoughts,  and  cannot  even  excite  in  them  perceptions  that 
may  be  awakened  by  second  causes.  But  that  is  absurd  and 
impossible.  He  that  formed  the  eye,  does  not  he  know  how 
to  cause  it  to  see  all  the  classes  of  objects  which  its  nature 
fits  it  to  discern?  He  that  made  the  ear,  cannot  he  cause  it 
to  hear  all  the  species  of  sounds  which  it  is  formed  to  receive? 
He  that  created  the  intellect,  does  not  he  know  how  to  awa- 
ken in  it  every  form  of  perception,  to  people  it  with  every 
species  of  idea  and  conception  which  it  is  its  very  office  to 
entertain  ?  And  cannot  he  make  its  ideas,  apprehensions,  and 
imj^nations  the  grounds  of  precisely  such  convictions,  judg- 
ments, emotions,  and  desires  as  they  are  the  means  of  awa- 
kening at  later  periods  of  their  existence  ?  The  denial  of  it 
is  a  solecism.  As,  then,  he  can  communicate  whatever 
knowledge,  in  kind  and  degree,  he  pleases,  to  deny  that  he 
can  thereby  restrain  new  created  and  unfallen  beings  from 
distrust,  unbelief  and  sin,  is  to  imply  that  their  constitution, 
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as  it  oomes  firom  his  hands,  is  naturally  impelled  by  just  and 
large  views  of  his  character  and  will,  to  aversion  to  him  and 
dislike  of  his  service ;  which  is  to  represent  that  they  are  ne- 
cessarily, from  the  structure  of  their  minds,  his  enemies ;  and 
is  to  charge  him,  therefore,  with  calling  them  into  being  with 
natures  violently  and  resistlessly  tending  to  sin ;  which  is  th^ 
identical  accusation  from  which  it  is  Dr.  B.'s  professed  ob- 
ject in  his  volume  to  exculpate  the  Most  High. 

The  first  point  of  Dr.  B.'s  theory  is,  therefore,  false.  It  is 
tin  infinite  misrepresentation  both  of  God  and  his  creatures. 
The  limitations  of  knowledge  to  which  they  are  subjected 
in  the  first  stages  of  their  existence  are  not  the  result  of  a 
physical  necessity,  but  are  voluntarily  permitted  by  him, 
and  the  trial  to  which  they  are  thereby  exposed,  instead  of 
imavoidable,  is  designed. 

2.  The  assertion  that  God  is  bound  to  exempt  his  creatures, 
as  far  as  it  is  in  his  power,  from  trial,  and  place  them  in  the 
most  favorable  conditions  possible  for  their  preservation  from 
sin,  is  altogether  erroneous,  and  subversive  of  his  right  to 
exercise  a  moral  government  over  them.  For  it  implies  that 
he  has  no  right  that  he  can  enforce  without'  injustice  and 
malevolence;  which  is  to  assume  that  he  has  no  right  what- 
ever. If  he  has  any  real  right  over  them,  and  they  owe  him 
any  corresponding  obligation,  then  surely  their  violation  of 
that  obligation  is  criminal,  and  may  be  justly  punished.  If, 
therefore,  he  cannot,  consistently  with  rectitude  and  benevo- 
lence, enforce  his  claims  by  putting  their  allegiance  to  a  trial, 
then  it  is  clear  that  he  has  no  rights,  and  the  pretext  of  ex- 
ercising an  authoritative  moral  government  over  them  is  an 
imposition. 

But  the  right  of  putting  them  to  trial,  and  causing  them 
to  show  whether  they  bear  him  a  true  allegiance  or  not,  is 
involved  necessarily  in  the  right  of  exercising  a  moral  go* 
vemment  over  them,  and  the  necessity  of  enforcing  the  one 
is  involved  in  the  necessity  of  exercising  the  other.  The 
very  creation  of  moral  beings  constitutes  a  necessity  of  pla- 
cing them  under  law.  That  is  the  very  object  for  which  they 
are  called  into  existence.  It  were  a  violation  of  wisdom, 
justice,  and  benevolence,  to  confer  on  them  the  faculties  of 
moral  agency,  and  yet  to  treat  them  as  though  they  possessed 
no  such  nature.  A  moral  necessity,  therefore,  of  placing  them 
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under  law  results  from  the  fkculties  with  which  they  are 
endowed.  The  establishment  of  a  government  over  them  is 
Aus  made  as  essential  to  God's  rectitude  and  benevolence  as 
obedience  to  it  is  to  their  virtue  and  happiness.  But  to  place 
them  under  law  is  to  put  them  to  trial.  It  is  to  subject  them 
to  restraint.  It  is  to  require  them  to  acknowledge  their  sub- 
ordination to  him,  to  relinquish  their  wishes,  to  repress  their 
desires  as  far  as  he  may  enjoin,  and  bring  all  their  thoughts, 
affections,  and  interests  into  submission  to  him.  Their  being 
put  to  a  trial  of  their  allegiance  is  thus  the  necessary  effect, ' 
and,  indeed,  is  the  object  of  the  establishment  of  a  govern- 
ment over  them. 

What  a  pitiable  conception  of  him  it  is  to  imagine  that 
he  cannot  even  take  the  first  step  towards  the  assertion  of 
his  rights  over  his  creatures,  without  a  forfeiture  of  all  title 
to  the  character  of  rectitude  and  benevolence, — ^but  that 
iheir  right  to  demand  safety  and  happiness  from  him  is  so 
sacred  and  imperious,  that  he  is  bound  for  their  sakes  to 
forego  his  infinite  prerogatives,  and  subordinate  himself  to 
them  I  Yet  this — notwithstanding  the  vast  parade  he  makes 
of  his  principles  of  equity  and  honor,  and  lavish  professions 
of  concern  for  God's  glory — ^is  the  great  central  feature,  the 
very  genius  of  Dr.  B.'s  theological  system ! 

8.  God  not  only  has  a  right  to  place  his  moral  creatures 
under  law,  by  which  they  are  put  under  a  necessity  of  show- 
ing what  their  dispositions  towards  him  are,  but  it  is  right- 
eous and  benevolent  in  him  to  subject  them  to  a  special  trial 
of  their  allegiance,  in  order  that  proper  grounds  may  exist 
for  his  treating  them  as  indubitably  his  attached  and  stead- 
fiut  children,  by  establishing  over  them  a  government  that 
contemplates  them  as  such,  and  places  them  in  conditions, 
and  bestows  on  them  rewards  more  fevorable  to  their  safety, 
virtue,  and  happiness,  than  he  otherwise  could.  The  design 
of  the  special  trials  to  which  they  are  subjected  is,  to  cause 
them  to  make  a  definitive  choice  of  his  service,  if  they  will, 
and  give  such  decisive  proofe  of  their  unalterable  love,  that 
he  may  be  justified  in  the  eyes  of  his  kingdom  in  publicly 
acknowledging  them  as  such,  and  conforming  his  govern- 
ment over  them  to  that  character.  He  could  not  with  pro- 
priety publicly  accept  them  as  having  given  indubitable 
proofe  of  supreme  love,  and  reward  them  as  children  who 
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had  shown  that  ihej  would  upalterably  adhere  to  their  alle- 
giance, if  they  had  given  no  such  demonstrative  proofs.  It 
would  imply  that  indubitable  proofs  of  allegiance  were 
not  necessary  to  secure  acceptance  by  him,  and  were  not 
essential,  therefore,  to  a  perfect  character,  nor  to  perfect  hap- 
piness. It  would  thence  be  to  depreciate  his  rights,  to  con- 
tradict his  laws,  and  to  overturn  his  government.  An  indis- 
putable demonstration  of  their  supreme  and  ui^alterable 
love,  by  the  resistance  of  temptation  and  persistence  in 
obedience  against  powerful  excitements  to  sin,  is  indispensa- 
ble in  order  to  their  being  publicly  accepted  as  his  submis- 
sive and  devoted  children,  assured  of  his  everlasting  favor, 
and  placed  under  an  wlministration  that  shall  for  ever  exempt 
then^  from  danger,  and  confirm  them  in  righteousness  and 
bliss.  And  their  admission  to  such  a  relationship,  and  re- 
ception of  its  peculiar  gifts,  are  essential  to  the  full  perfec- 
tion of  their  character  and  their  happiness.  Without  it, 
they  would  for  ever  continue  on  trial,  and  in  a  measure  of 
uncertainty  and  anxiety  respecting  its  issue.  They  could 
never  enjoy  the  highest  tokens  for  which  their  nature  fits 
them  of  his  approval  and  love ;  nor  have  a  perfect  assur- 
ance of  their  final  happiness.  Their  subjection  to  decisive 
trials  that  are  limited  to  a  short  period,  and  that  exempt 
them  thereafter  from  danger,  and  exalt  them  to  blessings 
and  enjoyments  which  otherwise  they  could  never  reach, 
enters  therefore  as  an  essential  element  into  a  wise  and 
benevolent  government  over  them.  It  is  a  work  of  the 
infinite  wisdom,  righteousness,  and  love  of  God,  accordingly ; 
not  as  Dr.  B.'s  theory  implies,  of  an  unfeeling  despotism 
that  tramples  down  the  rights  and  well-being  of  creatures 
to  accomplish  its  arbitrary  and  merciless  purposes. 

4.  When  new  created  agents  put  on  trial  are  the  head 
and  progenitors  of  a  race,  as  our  first  parents  were  of  ours, 
whose  obedience  or  fall  is  to  transmit  its  efiects  to  their  pos- 
terity, and  determine  the  nature  of  the  administration  under 
which  they  are  to  be  placed  ;  such  a  decisive  trial  is  of  the 
utmost  importance.  To  moke  an  obedience  of  such  a  first 
pair,  that  instead  of  a  decisive  test  of  their  allegiance,  left 
it  uncertain  but  that  they  would  apostatize,  were  they  ex- 
posed to  severe  temptation,  the  ground  not  only  of  their 
acceptance  and  exemption  from  all  further  trial,  but  of  the 
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institution  of  a  rule  over  theiji  that  secured  the  eternal  obe- 
dience and  blessedness  of  their  posterity  also,  would  be  to 
treat  decisive  proofe  of  supreme  love  to  God,  as  not  essen- 
tial to  acceptance,  and  the  reception  from  him  of  the  richest 
and  most  enduring  blessings,  which  he  bestows  on  his  de- 
voted children ;  and  would,  therefore,  depreciate  his  rights, 
cast  a  cloud  of  darkness  over  his  perfections,  and  overturn 
his  government  To  connect,  however,  with  the  inflexible 
rectitude  of  such  a  pair  demonstrated  under  decisive  trials, 
the  eternal  safety,  sanctitude,  and  bliss  of  their  o&pring ; 
to  raise  as  the  reward  of  their  filial  allegiance  amidst  the 
storms  of  temptation,  the  countless  throngs  of  their  descend- 
ants to  the  rank  of  adopted  children  of  God,  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  the  infinite  gifts  of  his  love,  is  ineffably  beauti- 
ful, and  worthy  of  the  grandeur  of  God's  wisdom  and  bene- 
volence. 

5.  Where  a  representative  pair,  like  our  first  parents, 
fall,  it  is  consistent  with  the  rectitude  and  benevolence  of 
God,  that  he  should  cause  their  fall  to  involve  their  pos- 
terity in  such  of  the  penal  evils  which  it  immediately  de- 
volves on  them — as  the  loss  of  that  favor,  which  God  mani- 
fests to  his  obedient  children,  and  of  the  Spirit's  presence,  a 
sentence  to  mortality,  and  a  life  under  a  providential  admi- 
nistration that  contemplates  them  as  fallen  beings.  That 
these  consequences  were  devolved  on  our  race  by  the  Ml  of 
Adam,  the  Scriptures  most  specifically  teach ;  and  that  fact 
alone  is  proof  of  its  rectitude  and  wisdom.  But  it  is  appa- 
rent also  from  the  consideration  that  it  involves  no  violation 
of  the  rights  of  those  to  whom  his  fall  transmits  those  con- 
sequences. First,  nothing  is  withdrawn  from  them  to  which 
they  have  an  absolute  title.  Next,  no  positive  penal  evils 
are  inflicted  on  them  but  such  as  are  temporary — namely, 
mortality,  pain,  want,  sickness,  death,  that  do  not  necessarily 
involve  their  final  destruction,  but  are  compatible  with  their 
redemption.  Thirdly,  they  are  not  sentenced  to  eternal 
death,  except  on  the  ground  of  sins  committed  by  them- 
selves. Fourthly,  they  are  immediately  placed  under  a  pro- 
bationary dispensation,  to  determine  whether  they  will  re- 
turn from  alienation  and  obtain  eternal  life  thereby,  or  con- 
tinue in  revolt ;  and  all  who  return  to  obedience  are  pardoned 
and  saved.    The  whole  race  are  as  truly  put  on  probation, 
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as  Adam  and  Eve  were;  with  this  difference,  that  the 
question  to  be  decided  with  Adam  and  Eve  was,  whether 
they  would  continue  in  obedience ;  the  question  on  trial 
with  their  posterity  is,  whether  they  will  continue  in  rebel- 
lion, or  return  to  obedience ;  and  the  final  award  of  each 
depends  on  his  conduct  under  this  trial.  To  deny,  not 
merely  that  God  can,  without  injustice,  withhold  the  tokens 
of  fevor  which  he  manifests  to  his  obedient  children,  with- 
draw the  presence  of  his  Spirit,  and  leave  the  mind  under 
the  power  of  the  natural  causes  that  act  on  it ;  all  of  which 
are  compatible  with  its  responsibility — but  that  he  can  with- 
out injustice  inflict  bodily  suffering,  is,  in  effect,  to  claim 
with  Dr.  B.  that  he  is  bound  at  all  events  to  secure  the  hap- 
piness of  his  creatures,  and  at  every  stage  of  their  existence. 
But  finally,  the  infinite  wisdom  and  benevolence  of 
making  the  head  of  such  a  race  its  representatives  in  their 
trial,  and  on  their  falling  placing  their  posterity  in  precisely 
the  same  condition  as  the  fallen  parents  are  placed  as  to  the 
immediate  consequences  of  their  sin,  putting  them  to  the 
same  trial  as  that  to  which  the  parents  are  then  subjected, 
whether  they  will  live  in  rebellion  or  turn  to  obedience ;  is 
manifest  from  the  consideration,  that  it  is  on  such  a  repre- 
sentative principle  alone,  that  a  work  of  redemption  can  be 
instituted  for  them,  and  the  blessings  they  need  of  renova- 
tion, pardon,  deliverance  from  death,  and  finally  adoption 
as  God's  children,  and  admission  to  his  eternal  favor,  be 
bestowed  on  them.  That  if  a  redemption  is  accomplished 
for  them,  and  they  are  exalted  to  a  state  as  glorious  and 
blissful  as  they  would  have  enjoyed,  had  the  ^rst  pair  not 
fellen, — it  must  be  wrought  by  a  head  and  representative  in 
another  trial,  who  shall  maintain  his  allegiance,  yield  a  per- 
fect obedience,  achieve  an  expiation  of  their  sins  by  his 
death,  and  obtain  a  right  thereby  to  transmit  to  all  or  as 
many  as  he  pleases,  the  infinite  blessings  of  renovation, 
pardon,  deliverance  from  sorrow,  suffering,  and  death  itself, 
adoption  as  God's  children,  and  admission  to  his  everlasting 
favor, — we  know  fi*om  the  most  ample  teachings  of  the 
Scriptures,  and  the  fact  that  Christ  became  such  a  head  and 
representative  of  the  race,  and  accomplished  the  salvation 
of  those  whom  he  redeems,  by  obeying  and  suffering  in  that 
relation.    But  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  that  could 
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have  been  the  principle  of  redemption,  if  it  had  not  been 
the  principle  of  the  fell.  If  Adam's  acting  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  race  in  his  fall,  and  transmitting  to  them 
such  penal  effects,  was  not  legitimate,  it  is  plain  that  for  the 
same  reasons  he  could  not  have  acted  as  their  representative, 
had  he  maintained  his  allegiance.  And  if  he  could  not,  as 
the  head  of  the  race,  legitimately  have  transmitted  to  his 
posterity,  had  he  obeyed,  the  blessings  he  would  have  him- 
self received  as  a  reward  of  his  fidelity,  it  is  clear  that 
Christ  cannot  with  any  more  propriety  have  acted  as  the 
head  of  the  race  in  his  trial  and  sacrifice,  and  procured  for 
those  whom  he  saves  the  blessings  of  redemption.  If  the 
principle  of  representation  or  substitution  is  absolutely  incon- 
sistent with  justice,  wisdom,  and  benevolence;  it  is  clear  that 
no  redemption  whatever  would  be  possible ;  as  there  can  be 
none  except  by  the  expiation  and  righteousness  of  a  substi- 
tute in  place  of  the  persons  redeemed.  And  if  when  the 
representative  of  a  race  falls,  no  evils  can  justly  be  devolved 
on  his  posterity;  then  undoubtedly,  for  the  same  reason,  no 
blessings  by  a  substitute  who  obeys  and  makes  expiation, 
can  be  devolved  on  those  for  whom  he  stands.  There  is 
thus  as  absolute  a  certainty  of  the  justice  and  propriety  of 
such  a  representative  agency  as  that  of  Adam  carrying  evil 
to  his  posterity;  as  there  is  of  the  justice,  wisdom,  and 
benevolence  of  Christ's  representative  agency,  in  obeying 
and  dying,  in  transmitting  blessings  to  those  for  whom  he 
stdbd. 

It  is  probable  that  the  principle  of  representation,  in 
place  of  being  confined  to  our  world,  is  a  great  law  of  in- 
telligent ag&ts  of  all  orders  who  propagate  their  kind. 
And  such  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  are  the  occu- 
pants of  myriads  and  millions  of  planets  that,  like  ours,  are 
fitted  to  be  the  residence  of  bodied  beings.  Its  righteous- 
ness, wisdom,  and  benevolence,  may  have  been  exemplified 
in  millions  and  millions  of  worlds,  and  be  justly  regarded 
by  the  infinite  crowd  that  people  the  vast  realms  of  the  Al- 
mighty, as  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  beneficent  measures 
of  his  boundless  administration. 

6.  When  men  who  have  fisdlen  are  put  upon  trial  to  deter- 
mine whether  they  will  return  to.  obedience  and  accept 
redemption  through  Christ,  or  will  continue  in  sin,  it  is 
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V. 

^vioi:ffily  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  trial  should  be 
eflfective,  and  present  the  most  indubitable  exhibition  of 
their  true  character.  If  they  continue  in  revolt,  it  is  essen- 
tial, in  order  to  the  vindication  of  God's  justice  in  their 
everlasting  punishment,  that  they  should  have  displayed 
the  most  decisive  proofs  that  they  are  his  enemies.  Other- 
wise, those  who  witness  their  condemnation  and  punishment 
might  be  without  the  requisite  evidence  in  their  conduct 
itself,  that  God  dealt  with  them  according  to  their  genuine 
dispositions  towards  him.  If  they  turn  from  revolt,  become 
obedient^  and  accept  salvation  through  Christ,  it  is  equally 
indispensable  for  God's  vindication,  that  they  should  pre- 
sent the  most  indubitable  proofe  that  they  have  become  truly 
changed  from  enmity  to  love,  and  are  meet  to  be  owned  and 
accepted  of  him,  as  his  true  children.  Otherwise,  it  might 
be  doubted  whether  those  whom  he  treats  as  having  become 
reconciled  to  him,  are  not  hypocrites,  professing  allegiance 
to  him  from  some  sinister  end,  and  sure  to  return  to  revolt 
should  he  withdraw  from  them  the  gifts  which  it  is  their 
object  to  secure.  God  accordingly  takes  the  most  eflfective 
measures  to  determine  this  great  question,  in  such  a  manner, 
that  no  room  can  exist  for  doubt  that  the  awards  he  is  at 
length  to  distribute,  are  in  accordance  with  the  character  of 
those  who  receive  them. 

7.  There  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  the  fallen  mind  itselfj! 
that  forms  a  justification  or  excuse  for  its  sin.  Dr.  B.  in- 
deed  maintains  that  if  this  is  their  first  existence,  God  is^ 
infinitely  unjust  in  giving  men  such  a  nature  as  they  have,, 
and  insists  that  they  are  not  responsible  in  any  measure  for 
their  sins,  but  that  the  blame  belongs  wholly  to  God.  But 
this  is  disproved  by  the  fact,  that  God  treats  them  as  wholly 
blamable  for  their  offences  and  justly  obnoxious  to  punish- 
ment for  them,  and  makes  their  redemption  from  the  penalty 
of  their  transgressions  the  work  of  pure  grace.  To  assert, 
therefore,  that  they  are  not  altogether  blamable,  and  in  the 
measure  which  he  represents  them,  for  their  sins,  is  to  exhibit 
his  whole  government  as  an  infinite  complication  of  misre- 
presentation and  injustice.  But  that  they  are  not  excused 
by  anything  in  their  fallen  nature,  for  their  sins,  is  demon- 
strated, as  was  shown  in  our  former  article,  by  the  fact  that 
they  are  universally  conscious  that  they  are  themselves 
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blamable  for  their  transgressions  in  precisely  the  manner 
and  degree  which  God  represents  them  as  being.  There  is 
not  a  solitary  faculty,  passion,  or  susceptibility  in  the  mind, 
for  the  evil  acts  of  which  sinful  men  do  not  regard  themselves 
as  blamable.  There  is  not  a  solitary  act  towards  man  or 
God,  which  the  Bible  represents  as  sinful,  that  is  not  re- 
garded as  such  also  by  men  generally,  and  universally  when 
proper  care  is  taken  to  ascertain  its  real  nature.  Ipstead  of 
their  criminal  actions  being  rendered  unblamable  by  the 
nature  of  the  affections  or  motives  from  which  they  spring ; 
it  is  usually  in  a  large  degree  because  those  affections  and 
idms  are  precisely  what  they  are,  that  those  actions  have 
the  guilt  which  God  ascribes  to  them ;  and  finally,  if  it  were 
not  so — if  the  fact  that  men  are  fallen  beings,  released  them 
from  responsibility  and  blame  for  their  sins ;  then  the  effect 
of  their  fall  would  be  an  absolute  innocence  in  all  their  sub- 
sequent agency,  and  the  entire  exemption,  therefore,  of  all 
the  posterity  of  Adam  from  all  guilt  in  their  offences,  all 
just  liability  to  punishment  as  transgressors,  and  thence  all 
need  of  a  redemption  by  the  mediation  of  Christ  Such 
again  is  the  result  in  which  Dr.  B.'s  theory  terminates,  that 
if  man  first  fell  in  this  world,  the  condition  into  which  the 
descendants  of  the  first  pair  were  brought  by  their  fall, 
releases  them  from  all  blameworthiness  for  their  sins,  and 
devolves  it  altogether  on  God, 

8.  The  fact  that  temptation  is  violent ;  that  obedience  can 
only  be  rendered  at  the  price  of  great  self  denial  and  suffer- 
ing ;  does  not  annihilate  nor  diminish  the  obligation  to  obey ; 
instead,  the  moments  of  the  most  terrible  trial  are  the  mo- 
ments when  the  obligation  to  maintain  allegiance  rises  to 
the  greatest  height :  for  it  is  then  that  the  question  at  issue 
is  determined,  and  salvation  gained  or  lost.  Obedience  at 
those  crises  God  accepts  as  forming  decisive  proofe  of  in- 
flexible fidelity,  and  crowns  with  the  rewards  of  eternal 
life.  If  the  vehemence  of  passion,  if  the  strength  of  selfish- 
ness, if  the  bitterness  of  suffering  lessened  the  obligation  to 
be  holy,  or,  in  other  words,  constituted  a  legitimate  reason 
for  sinning,  then  the  guilt  of  evil  would  diminish  just  in 
proportion  to  the  eagerness  with  which  it  was  loved ;  which 
would  be  to  make  wickedness  its  own  excuse  and  justifica- 
tion, precisely  in  the  ratio  of  its  vehemence  and  atrocity 
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which  is  a  solecism.  A  trial  on  that  supposition  would  not 
be  a  trial  of  virtue.  It  would  be  a  mere  process  of  annihi- 
lating the  obligation  and  motive  to  be  holy,  divesting  the 
most  guilty  acts  of  their  evil  nature,  and  rendering  them 
unmeaning  and  indifferent.  Of  the  crowd  of  witnesses  whose 
fidelity  Pau^l  celebrates,  the  most  distinguished  were  those 
who  rendered  the  great  acts  of  obedience  which  gave  them 
their  peculiar  place  in  the  catalogue  of  God's  children,  in 
conditions  of  the  greatest  possible  difficulty,  and  at  the  sacri- 
fice of  the  most  precious  blessings  and  hopes  of  life.  They 
relinquished  wealth  and  honors,  they  were  driven  into  exile 
to  escape  their  enemies,  they  wandered  in  deserts,  they 
sought  shelter  in  the  dens  and  caverns  of  the  mountains 
from  those  who  pursued  their  lives,  they  gave  up  their  child- 
ren, they  submitted  to  outrage  and  torture,  they  laid  down 
their  lives  at  the  call  of  God  rather  than  swerve  from  his 
service  to  sin ;  and  it  is  because  of  their  unfaltering  faith  and 
steadfast  allegiance  in  those  agonizing  conditions  that  they 
are  held  up  as  examples  of  holiness  to  believers  of  all  ages. 

9.  The  fact  that  there  is  an  antecedent  certainty  that  men 
will  act  as  they  do  in  the  circumstances  in  which  they  are 
placed,  is  no  obstacle  whatever  to  their  responsibility  for 
their  actions.  The  certainty  beforehand  that  they  will  be 
placed  in  those  conditions,  and  that  when  placed  in  them 
they  will  act  precisely  as  they  do,  no  more  detracts  from 
their  responsibility,  than  the  fact  that  they  are  in  those  con- 
ditions when  they  exert  their  actions  does. 

That  there  is  an  antecedent  certainty  that  men  will  sin  as 
they  do,  and  that  the  blame  of  their  sins  is  precisely  such  as 
the  Bible  represents,  and  is  all  their  own,  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  God  proceeds  on  them  as  certainties  in  his  govern- 
ment, and  founds  on  them  all  the  great  measures  of  the  work 
of  redemption.  No  more  stupendous  and  awful  proof  can 
be  conceived  that  men  are  and  were  to  be,  in  agency  and 
character,  precisely  what  the  Scriptures  represent  them,  than 
is  present^  in  the  fact  that  God  instituted  the  administra- 
tion he  is  now  exercising  over  them,  which  contemplates 
them  as  such  sinners,  at  the  fall,  before  any  of  the  posterity 
of  Adam,  who  are  the  subjects  of  it,  had  come  into  existence ; 
and  that  for  immeasurably  the  greater  portion  of  them,  expi- 
ation was  made  by  Christ  before  they  bad  oome  into  being. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


68  The  Gwemment  of  Ood  Vindicated  [July, 

What  a  reeisiless  demonstration  that  we  are  sinners,  and  that 
the  blame  of  our  sins  belongs  exclusively  to  us  7  It  was  as 
certain  to  God  beforehand  that  we  were  to  be  precisely  such 
offenders  as  we  are,  and  that  the  guilt  of  our  sins  was  to  be 
what  it  is,  and  was  to  be  altogether  ours,  as  it  was  that  we 
were  to  exist.  On  the  other  hand,  what  a  sublime  proof  that 
those  whom  he  redeems  are  truly  reconciled  to  him,  have 
become  his  genuine  children,  and  are  meet  to  be  adopted  as 
such  and  admitted  to  his  kingdom,  is  presented  in  the  fact, 
that  before  the  foundation  of  the  world  he  chose  them  unto 
salvation,  wrote  their  names  in  his  book  of  life,  and  laid  up 
for  them  the  crown  of  glory  which  he  is  to  bestow  on  them 
at  their  resurrection  and  final  acceptance !  No  other  testi- 
mony from  God,  so  vast,  so  resistless,  and  so  awe-inspiring, 
can  be  conceived  to  the  fact  that  we  are  identically  such  be- 
ings in  nature,  condition,  sin,  and  responsibility  as  his  word 
represents;  as  he  thus  utters  in  those  great  measures  of  his 
administration,  which  affect  the  well-being  of  such  innume- 
rable hosts,  and  are  to  extend  their  influence  through  eter- 
nal ages. 

No  more  awful  contradiction  to  this  great  feature  of  God's 
government  can  be  devised  than  that  which  is  presented  in 
Dr.  B.'s  theory,  that  the  nature  and  condition  of  men,  which 
form  the  ground  of  the  certainty  on  which  the  Most  High 
thus  proceeds,  divest  them  of  their  responsibility,  render 
them  blameless  for  their  sins,  and  transfer  the  guilt  of  their 
perpetration  to  him !  If  men  are  not  precisely  such  sinners 
as  these  measures  of  his  administration  represent,  but  are 
excusable  for  their  offences,  then  his  government  u  an  infi- 
nite' complication  of  injustice,  and  renders  him,  as  Dr.  B. 
openly  affirms,  undeserving  "  the  honor,  reverence,  and  wor- 
ship of  his  creatures."  If  the  blame  of  their  sins  is  not  iden- 
tically such  as  his  law  represents,  and  exclusively  theirs, 
then  the  redemption  of  such  as  are  saved,  by  the  expiation 
and  righteousness  of  Christ,  is  an  immeasurable  deception, 
and  instead  of  investing  his  attributes  with  glory,  shrouds 
them  in  eternal  darkness  and  dishonor. 

10.  Instead  of  its  being  the  main  object  of  God's  pres^it 
administration  to  exempt  men  from  temptation,  and  pre- 
serve them  firom  forfeiting  theix  well-being  by  sin,  it  is  its 
great  aim  to  put  them  to  trial)  and  cause  them  to  embody 
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their  affections  and  prinoiples  in  action,  and  show  forth  their' 
genuine  character.  The  government  of  the  race,  from  the 
fall  to  the  present  time,  may  justly  be  said  to  be  one  vast 
experiment  upon  their  nature ;  the  result  of  which  is  to  show, 
on  the  one  hand,  on  the  largest  scale,  that  they  are,  when 
left  without  the  renewing  influences  of  the  Spirit,  the  enemies 
of  God  and  each  other, — selfish,  malignant,  bloody,  averse  to 
goodness,  regardless  of  right,  impious,  remorseless, — and  that 
if  abandoned  of  God  they  would  universally  continue  in  sin, 
and  sink  for  ever  to  lower  and  lower  depths  of  debasement 
and  wickedifess :  and  on  the  other,  that  those  whom  he  re- 
news and  redeems  are  truly  changed  fit>m  enemies  to  friends, 
transformed  into  his  image,  and  made  meet  for  the  adoption, 
glorification,  and  blessedness  to  which  he  exalts  them.  The 
distribution  of  the  race  into  different  nations,  who  have  been 
isolated  from  each  other  in  a  considerable  measure,  and  left 
to  their  own  laws,  manners,  and  religion,  has  given  a  vast- 
ness  and  completeness  to  this  experiment  which  it  could  not 
otherwise  have  attained.  There  have  been,  by  that  means, 
several  thousands  of  independent  experiments  made  on  dif- 
ferent portions  of  the  race,  in  every  conceivable  variety  of 
condition,  and  the  issue  has,  in  all  instances,  been  precisely 
the  same.  The  great  features  of  their  character,  when  left 
to  themselves,  have,  in  all  these  cases,  been  identically  those 
which  are  forbidden  by  the  law  of  God.  They  have  been 
mainly  devoted  to  the  pleasures  of  sense,  of  pride,  and  of 
power,  and  in  pursuing  them  have  mercilessly  trampled 
down  all  those  who  stood  in  their  way.  The  great  business 
of  the  nations,  in  respect  to  each  other,  has  been  war, — a 
struggle  for  supremacy  by  violence, — the  invasion  of  their 
neighbors,  the  slaughter  of  armies,  the  sack  of  cities  and 
massacre  of  their  inhabitants,  the  devastation  of  fields,  and 
the  subjugation  of  the  conquered  to  the  arbitrary  and  cruel 
will  of  the  conqueror.  Of  all  the  spectacles  which  the  uni- 
verse exhibits,  this  is  the  most  astonishing.  Death  is  the 
penalty  of  sin,  and  the  most  awful  symbol  of  its  guilt  and  of 
the  ruin  which  it  draws  after  it  that  is  conceivable ;  and  it 
terminates  probation,  and  renders  the  eternal  ruin  of  those 
certain  who  meet  it  in  alienation  from  God.  Yet  men',  in- 
stead of  shrinking  from  it  with  the  horror  it  should  inspire, 
and  waiting  its  infliction  by  the  hand  of  the  Almighty,  anti- 
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'oipate,  with  an  eager  fury,  his  avenging  stroke,  and  make  it 
their  ambition,  their  pride,  and  their  glory  to  execute  on 
each  other  the  sentence  of  his  law,  and  consign  one  another 
to  the  ignominy  of  death  and  the  misery  of  perdition.  Of  all 
the  dreadful  forms  which  the  malice  of  men  has  assumed  to- 
wards each  other,  there  is  none  that,  antecedent  to  the  event, 
could  have  been  deemed  so  monstrous  and  improbable  as  this. 

All  the  great  nations  of  the  earth  have  risen  to  their  power 
and  dominion  by  the  sword,  and  at  the  price  of  immense 
slaughters,  the  destruction  of  numerous  cities,  the  devasta- 
tion of  wide  provinces,  the  merciless  subjection  of  vast  crowds 
of  both  sexes  and  all  ages  to  captivity  and  slavery,  and  the 
cruel  oppression  of  the  others  who  fell  under  their  sway.  All 
the  finest  parts  of  central  and  western  Asia,  of  northern 
Africa,  and  of  eastern  and  southern  Europe,  have  been  over- 
run scores  and  scores  of  times  during  the  last  twenty-five 
centuries,  by  devastating  armies,  drenched  with  the  blood  of 
their  inhabitants,  and  strewn  with  desolation.  What  a  stu- 
pendous, what  an  awful  proof  that  men  are  what  the  Bible 
represents  them, — ^the  enemies  of  God  and  one  another,  un- 
der the  sway  of  the  most  selfiah,  brutal,  and  malignant  pas- 
sions, and  ready  to  sweep  one  another  in  crowds  to  destruc- 
tion, to  gain  a  momentary  possession  of  the  objects  of  their 
appetites,  pride,  and  ambition!  The  smaller  nations  and 
tribes,  like  those  of  central  and  southern  Africa,  this  conti- 
nent, and  the  islands  of  the  Pacific  and  Indian  seas,  have 
been  engaged  in  incessant  contests  with  each  other,  and  dis- 
played an  equal  bloodiness  and  ferocity.  Contemplated  in 
this  relation,  man  has  shown  himself  to  be — in  place  of  a  just, 
beneficent,  and  holy  being — a  wild  beast  that  lives  by  prey- 
ing on  its  fellow  brutes. 

In  the  conduct  of  men  towards  God,  they  have  made  a 
still  more  awful  display  of  the  dreadful  depths  of  alienation, 
debasement,  and  impiety  to  which  they  have  sunk.  Every 
nation  on  earth  has,  at  some  time  during  its  history,  and  the 
most  cultivated  and  refined  among  the  ancients  during  the 
whole  of  their  most  flourishing  periods,  apostatized  from  God, 
and  turned  to  the  homage  of  mere  ideal  beings,  men,  statues, 
and  even  brutes  of  the  meanest  and  most  disgusting  forms, 
and  sanctioned  and  licensed  by  their  religion  every  species 
of  cruel  and  debasing  crime.    Can  a  more  astonishing  proof 
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be  conceived  of  total  alienation  from  God  ?  Could  it,  ante- 
rior to  the  experiment,  have  been  thought  possible  that  intel- 
ligences who  retained  the  idea  of  religion,  could  sink  to  such 
an  abyss  of  sottishness  and  impiety? 

The  only  true  religion  that  has  existed  in  the  worid,  has 
been  introduced  by  the  special  intervention  of  God  himself, 
and  maintained  by  the  power  of  his  renewing  Spirit,  and  the 
care  of  his  providence ;  and  that  religion,  instead  of  being 
welcomed  by  the  nations  generally,  though  demonstrated  to 
be  from  God  by  the  most  impressive  miracles,  has  been  re* 
jected  by  the  great  mass  of  those  to  whom  it  has  been  pro- 
claimed, its  teachers  and  disciples  everywhere  scorned,  per- 
secuted, and  pat  to  death,  and  its  doctrines  and  worship  cor- 
rupted and  converted,  by  its  very  teachers  and  ministers,  into 
a  monstrous  system  of  superstition  and  idolatry.  The  church 
itself  hasi  in  its  principal  branches,  for  ages  been  the  greatest 
fosterer  of  false  worship  that  the  world  has  ever  seen, — the 
vilest  and  most  audacious  corrupter  of  morals,  and  the  most 
cruel  and  savage  tyrant.  Its  fevorite  instruments  for  the 
repression  of  sin  and  the 'conversion  of  men  to  piety,  for  ages 
have  been  the  rack,  the  gibbet,  the  pyre,  and  the  sword. 
Every  expedient  that  the  most  ingenioul  malice  could  devise 
has  been  exhausted  to  exterminate  Christianity  from  the 
earth ;  and  it  has  been  saved  from  extinction  only  by  the 
perpetual  interposition  of  Christ  to  renew  fresh  individuals, 
and  keep  alive  a  line  of  true  worshippers.  Thus  in  every 
sphere  in  which  men  who  have  been  left  of  God  to  follow 
their  own  tastes,  have  acted,  they  have  given  the  most  bound- 
less and  terrible  proofs  that  they  are  what  he  represents  them 
in  his  word.  Not  a  species  of  crime  can  be  designated,  either 
towards  God  or  man,  that  they  have  not  committed  on  a  great 
scale  for  thousands  of  years. 

On  the  other  hand,  an  experiment  equally  severe  and  de- 
cisive has  been  made  of  the  hearts  of  God's  children,  by  which 
they  have  been  led  to  show,  in  the  most  indubitable  and  em- 
phatic forms,  the  reality  of  their  reconciliation  to  him,  and  stead- 
fast devotion  to  his  service.  They  have  usually  shared,  in 
more  than  an  ordinary  degree,  in  the  calamities  and  sorrows 
that  are  common  to  all ;  as  it  is  a  special  aim  of  God's  provi- 
dence over  them,  to  discipline  their  hearts,  to  show  them  their 
sinfulneas,  to  rebuke  their  attachment  to  the  world,  to  impress 
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them  with  a  realization  of  God's  dominion  and  right  to  with- 
draw the  blessings  with  which  he  has  distinguished  them, 
to  call  them  to  penitence,  self-denial,  trust,  submission,  prayer, 
and  train  them  to  the  habitual  exercise  of  all  the  graces  that 
belong  to  his  children,  and  finally  to  cause  them  to  show  their 
inflexible  devotion  to  him,  and  readiness,  at  his  call,  to  re- 
linquish all  earthly  gifts  for  his  sake.  But  in  addition  to 
these  trials,  of  which  the  unsanctified  also  partake,  they 
have  in  vast  numbers,  in  almost  every  age  for  four  thousand 
yeprs,  been  subjected  to  others  of  a  still  severer  cast,  because 
of  their  allegiance  to  God ; — scorned,  hated,  maligned,  de- 
nounced as  his  enemies,  and  the  enemies  of  man,  outlawed, 
persecuted,  robbed  of  their,  property,  driven  into  exile,  tor- 
tured, and  put  to  death  in  the  most  ignominious  and  excru- 
ciating forms.  Millions  on  millions  in  the  glow  of  youth  and 
beauty,  millions  on  millions  in  the  strength  and  courage  of 
mature  life,  and  countless  hosts  in  the  decline  and  decrepi- 
tude of  age,  have  been  called  to  meet  this  storm  of  sufier- 
ing,  this  fiery  tempest  of  human  malice,  more  irritating  and 
dismaying  to  the  heart  than  mere  corporeal  pain,  and  show 
by  their  meek  submissioij,  their  inflexible  fidelity,  their  un- 
conquerable love,  tlm  infinite  contrast  of  their  spirit  and  prin- 
ciples, to  those  of  their  torturers,  and  make  it  manifest  to  the 
gazing  universe,  that  they  had  become  the  genuine  friends  of 
God,  and  were  meet  to  be  acknowledged  as  such  by  adop- 
tion, and  admission  to  the  joys  and  glories  of  his  kingdom. 
The  government  of  God  is  thus  so  conducted  that  a  vast 
display  is  made  of  the  heart  of  man  natural  and  regenerate 
in  its  genuine  characters.  He  is  exhibited  in  all  the  variety 
of  conditions,  and  under  all  the  diversities  of  influence  that 
are  possible ;  and  an  infinite  sum  of  proofs  accumulated  on 
the  one  side  of  his  utter  alienation  from  God  in  his  natural 
state ;  his  disposition  to  reject  and  pervert  the  redemption 
that  is  provided  for  him;  his  debasement  to  selfishness, 
pride,  sensuality,  and  malice ;  and  the  utter  hopelessness  of 
his  ever  arresting  himself  in  his  career  of  sin,  if  left  without 
the  gracious  and  all-subduing  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit: 
and  on  the  other  side,  of  the  radical  change  of  those  whom 
God  treats  as  his  children,  and  transformation  into  the  love, 
the  sanctitude,  and  the  fidelity  of  his  unspotted  worshippers ; 
and  demonstration  therefore  in  the  most  resistless  forms  and 
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on  the  most  ample  scale,  of  the  truth  and  rectitude  of  the 
grounds  on  which  God  proceeds  in  the  great  acts  of  his  ad- 
ministration in  condemning  and  redeeming  men.  And  what 
an  overpowering  impression  must  the  spectacle  make  on  the 
beings  who  eye  it  from  the  heavenly  world  I  To  what  an 
awful  sense  must  they  be  raised  of  the  dreadful  character 
and  condition  to  which  they  inevitably  sink  who  revolt  from 
God  and  are  left  to  the  sway  of  the  passions  whix^h  take  pos- 
^session  of  them  when  deserted  of  his  Spirit !  With  what 
astonishment  must  they  contemplate  the  malignant  and 
hideous  forms  which  sin  assumes !  the  shocking  debasement, 
the  reckless  selfishness,  the  lawless  ambition,  the  merciless 
cruelty,  the  daring  impiousness,  which  ravage  the  breast, 
when  love  is  exchanged  for  hate,  and  sanctitude  for  pollu- 
tion I  How  profound  must  be  their  feeling  that  God  is  jus- 
tified in  condemning  and  punishing  them  as  enemies ;  and 
that  to  pursue  any  other  course  towards  them  were  to  aban- 
don his  own  rectitude,  and  invest  his  glories  with  a  shroud 
of  darkness.  How  resistless  must  be  their  feeling  that  they 
who  are  saved,  are  saved  by  sovereign  grace ;  and  how  un- 
doubting  and  joyous  their  assurance  that  those  whom  he 
pardons  and  raises  to  his  kingdom,  are  fitted  for  the  lofty 
relation  to  him  to  which  they  are  exalted,  by  a  perfect  resto- 
ration to  his  image,  and  meetness  for  the  honors  and  services 
of  his  eternal  presence  I  That  these  exemplifications  take 
place  is  indisputable ;  that  it  is  one  of  the  objects  of  the 
present  administration  to  produce  them,  no  one  can  ques- 
tion ;  and  they  are  undoubtedly  to  have  an  important  bear- 
ing on  the  widely  different  administration  that  is  to  be  insti- 
tuted when  Christ  comes,  assumes  the  government  of  the 
world,  and  brings  all  nations  into  obedience  to  his  sceptre, 
11.  A  vast  proportion  of  the  allotments  which  prove  the 
source  of  the  greatest  temptations  and  trials  of  men,  instead 
of  being  unavoidable,  are  appointed  for  the  express  purpose 
of  putting  them  to  the  test,  and  causing  them  to  show  by 
decisive  action  what  their  dispositions  are  towards  God  and 
one  another.  Not  only  are  the  judgments  that  are  inflicted 
on  them  in  chastisement  for  their  sins,  such  as  wars,  slaugh- 
ters, captivities,  femines,  pestilences,  and  innumerable  simi- 
lar evils  that  result  to  individuals  from  their  transgressions, 
of  the  class ;  but  all  the  appointments  generally  that  bring 
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them  into  diflSculties,  reveal  their  dependence,  disappoint 
their  hopes,  and  subject  them  to  self-denial,  necessity,  and 
sorrow.  This,  we  are  expressly  taught,  was  the  design  of 
the  extraordinary  difficulties  and  straits  to  which  the  Israel- 
ites were  subjected  on  their  journey  through  the  wilderness. 
"  Thou  shalt  remember  all  the  way  which  the  Lord  thy  God 
led  thee  these  forty  years  in  the  wilderness  to  humble  thee, 
and  to  prove  ihee^  to  know  what  was  in  thine  heart,  whether  thou^ 
wouldst  keep  his  commandments  or  no.  And  he  humbled  thee, 
and  suffered  thee  to  hunger,  and  fed  thee  with  manna,  which 
thou  knewest  not,  neither  did  thy  fathers  know ;  that  he  might 
make  thee  know  that  man  doth  not  live  by  bread  only,  but  by 
every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  doth 
man  liveJ^ — Deut.  viii.  2,  8.  We  are  thus  assured  that  all 
the  extraordinary  allotments  by  which  that  people  were  per- 
plexed, alarmed,  subjected  to  hunger  and  thirst,  and  exposed, 
apparently,  to  destruction  during  their  abode  in  the  wilder- 
ness, and  the  miraculous  deliverances  that  were  wrought  for 
them,  and  unexpected  and  wonderful  provisions  made  for 
their  necessities,  were  expressly  designed  to  prove  their 
hearts,  to  lead  them  to  show  what  was  in  them,  and  to  deter- 
mine whether  they  would  keep  God's  commandments  or  not. 
And  that  is  the  aim,  we  are  everywhere  taught  in  the  Bible, 
of  his  providence  generally  over  nations  and  individuals. 
It  is  that  he  may  make  them  know  that  he  is  Jehovah,  that 
he  rules  the  world/  and  gives  and  takes  the  blessings  that 
are  essential  to  their  safety  and  happiness,  and  cause  them 
to  show  what  their  dispositions  are  towards  him,  and  present 
the  requisite  grounds  for  the  eternal  awards  he  is  to  assign 
them.  And  it  is  announced  that  at  length  all  nations  are  to 
come  and  worship  before  him  in  consequence  of  the  judg- 
ments he  is  thus  to  manifest  The  whole  course  of  his  pro- 
vidence is  accordingly  eminently  adapted  to  show  men  their 
dependence  on  him,  and  their  relations  to  their  fellow  men, 
and  cause  them  to  manifest,  in  the  most  decisive  and  emphatic 
forms,  their  principles  and  affections.  Want,  toil,  suffering,  dis- 
appoi  ntment,  misfortune,  inj  urious  treatment,  sickness,  sorrow, 
and  every  other  evil  in  a  ceaseless  train,  and  in  ten  thousand 
forms,  fill  the  lives  of  most  families  and  individuals,  and 
subject  their  passions  and  principles  to  a  perpetual  trial.  The 
whole  system  of  providence,  like  a  vast  complicaiion  of  ma- 
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chiaery,  is  formed  to  play  on  the  heart,  and  cause  it  per- 
petually to  reveal  its  reigning  affections  and  aims,  and  no 
other  object  can  be  assigned  for  a  vast  proportion  of  these 
appointments  by  which  it  is  most  effectively  tried.  Were 
they  not  designed  for  such  a  moral  reason,  their  admission 
into  the  great  scheme  of  providence  would  be  an  inexplica- 
ble enigma. 

12.  It  is  under  these  peculiar  allotments,  accordingly,  that 
are  assigned  them  for  the  very  purpose  of  putting  them  to 
the  question,  that  men  act  out  their  principles  and  passions 
most  conspicuously,  and  make  the  most  indubitable  and  em- 
phatic manifestations  of  their  good  or  evil  character.  It  is 
under  the  powerful  impulse  of  the  temptations  that  spring 
from  poverty,  want,  fprbidden  appetites,  disappointment, 
dependence,  neglect,  scorn,  abuse,  rivalry,  calumny,  malice, 
personal  violence,  the  loss  of  property  and  position,  be- 
reavemente,  sorrows,  and  despair,  on  the  one  hand ;  and  ease, 
success,  wealth,  luxury,  distinction,  flattery,  the  hope  of 
power,  and  the  lik^,  on  the  other,  that  the  unsanctified  are 
prompted  to  the  greatest  and  most  awful  displays  of  their 
evil  passions.  Let  them  be  exempted  from  those  extreme 
positions,  which  rouse  their  nature  to  the  most  powerful 
excitement,  and  they  would  be  freed  from  the  temptations 
in  which  most  of  their  lowest  debasements  of  themselves, 
and  most  atrocious  crimes  against  one  another,  have  their 
origin.  In  these  trying  conditions,  whatever  may  before 
have  seemed  to  be  their  character,  they  reveal  the  genuine 
spirit  with  which  they  are  animated,  and  show  on  what 
dreadful  terms  they  are  willing  to  purchase  the  objects  of 
their  desire ; — ^incurring  the  wrath  of  God,  forfeiting  their 
own  everlasting  well-being,  trampling  on  the  rights,  sacrific- 
ing the  happiness,  jeopardizing  the  eternal  salvation  of  their 
fellows,  rather  than  forego  the  empty  honors,  the  transient 
possessions,  the  momentary  gratifications  which  they  at  the 
instant  crave  I  God,  man,  conscience,  and  the  retributive 
vengeance  that  is  for  ever  to  pursue  the  guilty,  are  defied,  and 
shown  not  to  have  with  them  the  force  of  a  whisper,  com- 
pared to  the  imperious  clamors  of  their  hungry  and  lawless 
passions  I 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  in  those  conditions,  and  others  of 
a  still  severer  kind,  that  the  children  of  God  act  out  their 
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peculiar  principles  and  affectioos  in  the  most  conspicuous 
forms,  and  present  the  clearest  demonstrations  that  they  have 
undergone  a  transformation  into  his  image,  and  become  meet 
to  be  adopted  as  his  sons  and  daughters,  and  admitted  to  the 
bliss  of  his  eternal  presence.    The  crises  when  they  exercise 
the  mosl  unreserved  and  adoring  submission  to  him,  are  those 
in  which  they  yield  up  to  his  hands,  at  his  call,*  the  most 
essential   and  cherished  of   his  gifts — property,   position, 
friends,  happiness,  health,  hope ;  and  bending  in  subjection 
to  his  avenging  strokes,  acknowledge  his  righteousness  and 
faithfulness,  and  are  drawn  by  his  very  rebukes,  and  heart- 
rending chastenings,  to  closer  union  to  him,  a  fuller  trust  in 
him,  and  a  more  perfect  consecration  to  his  service.     The 
periods  of  his  darkest  frowns,  of  his  most  tempestuous  and 
unsparing  judgments,  are  the  periods  of  their  deepest  peni- 
tence, their  heartiest  self-renunciation,  their  most  emphatic 
acknowledgment  of  his  rightful  sway  ;  they  are  the  seasons 
of  their  most  adoring  views  of  his  wisdom  and  goodness, 
their  most  enraptured  love  of  his  perfections,  their  most  joy- 
ous trust  in  his  promises,  their  most  fervent  desires  for  sanc- 
tification,  and  their  brightest  and  most  triumphant  hopes  of 
his  salvation;  and  in  thousands  of  those  conjunctures,  the 
strength  to  which  their  holy  affections  rise,  and  the  decisive- 
ness and  sublimity  of  the  proofe  they  give  of  their  regene- 
rated and  filial  character,  are  not  only  commensurate  with 
the  powers  of  their  nature,  roused  to  its  utmost  capacity, 
but  greater  probably  far,  than  are  exhibited  by  any  other 
order  of  creatures.     That  Abraham  gave  a  sublime  proof  of 
his  allegiance  in  sacrificing  his  only  son ;  that  Paul  presented 
a  resistless  demonstration  of  his  fidelity  in  the  trials,  dan^ 
gers,  persecutions,  and  sufferings,  of  his  long  ministry ;  that 
many  other  eminent  servants  of  God  whose  names  are  men- 
tioned in  the  Scriptures,  gave  decisive  and  glorious  proofs 
of  unfaltering  allegiance  under  the  evils  to  which  they  were 
subjected  for  his  sake,  no  one  needs  to  be  told.    That  those 
great  acts  in  which  they  made  the  greatest  possible  sacrifice 
of  personal  interest,  and  surrendered  everything  to  God, 
and  in  the  most  unclouded  trust  in  him,  were  true  indexes 
of  their  heai^s,  and  demonstrated  that  he  was  the  object  of 
their  supreme  love,  submission,  and  confidence,  is  as  little 
open  to  question,  as  it  is  that  they  exerted  the  acts  them- 
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selves.    But  myriads  and  millions  of  others,  and  probably 
most  who  live  a  considerable  period  after  their  regenera- 
tion, are  called  to  trials  that  are  undoubtedly  very  nearly 
equal  tests  of  the  heart,  lead  to  as  energetic  and  towering 
exercises  of  its  holy  affections,  and  give  birth  to  as  sublime 
proofe  of  supreme  subjection  to  God.    How  many  parents 
are  summoned  to  surrender  a  favorite  child,  and  sometimes 
several  in  quick  succession,  to  death,  in  circumstances  that 
pierce  the  heart  with  as  deep  an  anguish,  that  involve  a 
more  heart-rending  extinction  of  hope,  and  shroud  not  only 
the  moment,  bqt  the  whole  of  their  remaining  lives  in  a  far 
deeper  darkness  than  marked  Abraham's  sacrifice  of  his  son! 
He  was  supported  by  the  greatest  and  most  specific  promises. 
He  believed  that   the  agonies,   the  horrors  of  his  trial 
would  be  confined  to  a  brief  space ;  that  as  soon  as  the  vic- 
tim should  be  consumed,  he  would  be  recalled  by  the 
Almighty  firom  death,  and  restored  to  his  arms.    They  often, 
after  having  witnessed  the  endurance  by  their  children  of 
excruciating  suffering,  sometimes  through  days  and  weeks, 
the  blight  of  their  beauty  by  the  ravages  of  disease,  and 
perhaps  the  extinction  of  their  faculties,  have  surrendered 
them  to  death  and  the  grave,  not  only  with  no  expectation 
of  meeting  them  again  here,  but  with  scarce  a  tremulous 
hope,  and  not  unfirequently  without  any  hope  whatever,  of 
meeting  them  in  the  jealms  of  life  hereafter.     Who  can 
doubt  that  the  intelligences  of  the  heavenly  world  who  have 
looked  down  on  the  spectacle,  witnessed  the  submissive 
silence  into  which  the  voice  of  nature  was  hushed,  the  ador- 
ing subjection  with  which  their  spirits  were  filled,  their  awe, 
their  self-renunciation,  their  calm  trust,  their  sense  of  God's 
righteousness,  and  their  surrendry  of  all  their  interests  to 
him  in  faith  in  his  perfections,  in  rest  on  his  promises,  and 
in  desires  to  be  conformed  to  his  will,  have  felt  that  they 
beheld  in  them  as  indubitable  and  sublime  proofe  of  true 
piety,  as  were  given  by  Abraham  in  the  sacrifice  of  his  son ; 
as  it  is  possible  indeed  that  creatures  of  our  limited  powers 
should  give  ?   Many  are  called  to  trials,  also,  extremely  dark 
and  bitter,  in  the  loss  of  property,  in  being  hurled  down 
from  affluence  and  independence  into  an  abyss  of  poverty, 
enthralment,  and  despair,  perhaps  through  the  treachery, 
grasping  ambition,  or  malice,  of  fellow  men ;  deprived  of 
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the  means  of  educating  their  children,  of  adequately  sup- 
plying their  daily  wants,  of  even  preventing  them  from  suf- 
fering and  degradation ;  and  compelled  through  a  long  life  to 
struggle  on  in  necessity  and  discouragement,  without  aid 
from  others,  and  with  but  little  sympathy  or  care  from 
friends.  ^The  calm  submission,  the  humble  acquiescence,  the 
unshaken  faith  in  God's  righteousness,  wisdom,  and  love,  the 
firm  reliance  on  his  care,  the  believing  prayer,  the  filial  gra- 
titude for  the  gifts  and  deliverances  he  bestows,  that  are  often 
exhibited  under  these  trials  through  years,  undoubtedly  pre- 
sent one  of  the  sublimest  and  most  touchin^^  manifestations 
of  true  piety  of  which  the  world  is  the  theatre.  Thousands 
of  the  children  of  God  are  subjected  to  still  more  excruci- 
ating suflferings  and  sorrows  by  injurious  treatment  by  fel- 
low men,  and  often  by  those  from  whom  they  have  a  right 
to  expect  kindness,  love,  and  protection ;  ingratitude  from 
children,  abuse  by  parents,  husbands,  brothers;  detraction 
by  the  envious  and  malicious ;  insult,  violence,  and  outrage 
from  cruel  and  savage  monsters  into  whose  hands  they  are 
betrayed.  Bound  by  indissoluble  ties,  or  held  in  inextrica- 
ble vassalage  to  the  wretches  who  torture  them,  all  the  bright 
hopes  of  happiness  extinguished,  all  the  fountains  of  joy 
turned  into  sources  of  agony,  horror,  and  despair— they 
present,  in  the  patience  which  they  exhibit  under  cruelty 
and  outrage,  the  spotless  purity  they  maintain  amidst  sur- 
rounding debasement  and  pollution,  the  adoring  trust  with 
which  they  look  up  to  God,  and  confide  in  his  pity,  his  pow- 
er, and  his  wisdom  to  defend,  vindicate,  and  deliver  them, 
one  of  the  loftiest  and  most  beautiful  displays  of  the  Christian 
character  that  is  possible,  and  in  direct  contact  with  the  worst 
forms  of  brutal  debasement  and  fiendish  malice,  of  which 
the  earth  is  the  scene ;  and  give  as  impressive  proof  that  they 
have  the  spirit  of  God's  children,  and  are  meet  for  a  crown, 
as  their  torturers  do  that  they  have  the  spirit  of  fiends,  and 
are  fit  subjects  for  the  chains  and  darkness  that  are  reserved 
for  God's  inexorable  enemies. 

But  beyond  these  sharp  afflictions,  in  which  many  of  the 
unsanctified  also  share,  the  children  of  God  have,  because 
of  their  obedience  to  him,  in  great  numbers^  in  almost 
every  age  from  the  institution  of  Christianity,  been  sub- 
jected to  others  of  a  still  more  terrible  nature,  by  Pagans 
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and  usurpers  and  apostates  bearing  the  Christian  name,  who 
have  made  war  upon  them,  and  endeavored  to  exterminate 
them  from  the  earth.  The  true  and  the  false  religions  have 
thus  been  brought  into  immediate  contact,  and  made  to 
show  their  respective  characters  in  the  most  distinct  and 
vivid  contrast  to  each  other.  On  the  side  of  the  persecutors 
the  vilest,  the  most  ferocious,  and  the  most  fiendish  passions 
have  appeared  that  ever  ravaged  the  human  breast;  and 
the  most  daring  and  insolent  impieties  towards  God.  Man 
has  shown  himself  to  be  a  demon  rather  than  a  being  of 
humane  affections ;  a  thirsty  and  remorseless  brute,  delight- 
ing in  ravage  and  blood,  rather  than  an  intelligence  in 
whose  breast  pity,  sympathy,  love,  and  justice  have  a  resi- 
dence. On  the  side  of  the  martyrs,  however,  have  been 
seen  the  purest  and  most  fervent  love,  the  most  heroic  stead- 
fastness  in  allegiance,  the  most  unconquerable  attachment  to 
truth,  the  loftiest  triumph  over  all  the  natural  passions, 
the  most  patient  endurance  of  suffering,  and  the  most  cheer- 
ful relinquishment  of  all  the  joys  and  hopes  of  earth  for 
righteousness'  sake  that  eye  has  ever  beheld,  or  imagination 
conceived.  After  the  ingenuity  of  their  persecutors  has 
exhausted  all  its  resources  in  inventing  tortures,  and  their 
malice  wearied  itself  in  inflicting  them,  the  suffering  dis* 
ciples  of  Jesus  have  still  remained  unconquered,  and  shown 
that  no  human  power  could  shake  their  fidelity,  and  no' 
suffering  extinguish  their  love.  This  spectacle,  which  has 
been  presented  by  innumerable  hosts  of  every  age,  sex,  and 
condition,  at  frequent  epochs  for  1800  years,  is  doubtless 
contemplated  with  profounder  awe,  wonder,  conviction  of 
the  reality  of  the  renovation  of  those  whom  God  adopts  as 
his  children,  and  joy  in  the  beauty  of  the  rectitude,  fidelity, 
and  love  to  which  they  are  raised,  than  any  other  that  the 
world  presents.  For  if  these  beings  who  maintained  their 
allegiance  under  the  greatest  sufferings  of  which  our  nature 
is  capable,  did  not  demonstrate  the  reality  of  their  restora* 
tion  to  God's  image,  by  what  conceivable  acts  can  such  a 
demonstration  be  made? 

It  is  thus  in  the  fierce  conflicts  to  which  each  class  is* 
subjected  by  the  sharp  necessities  and  sorrows  of  life,  that 
they  act  out  their  respective  characters  the  most  decisively, 
and  give  the  most  indubitable  and  impressive  proo&  that 
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they  are  truly  such  as  God  contemplates  them  in  the  eter- 
nal awards  he  is  to  assign. 

13.  God  has  so  conducted  the  arrangements  of  his  pro- 
vidence, as  to  give  the  greatest  possible  completeness  to  this 
experiment  on  the  human  heart.  Men  have  been  placed  in 
great  numbers,  in  every  possible  condition  that  could  serve 
to  bring  out  their  reigning  affections  and  principles,  and 
show  in  indubitable  forms  their  true  character.  Thus,  they 
have  been  left  to  display  their  alienation  from  God,  and  the 
darkness  and  sottishness  to  which  they  have  sunk,  by  the 
false  religions  which  they  have  invented  and  substituted  in 
place  of  the  true.  A  large  proportion  of  the  nations  have 
wholly  rejected  Jehovah,  fallen  into  total  ignorance  of  him, 
invented  other  objects  of  worship,  and  ascribed  to  them  the 
rights  and  offered  them  the  honors  that  belong  only  to  him. 
Of  these  many  have  sunk  into  the  lowest  ignorance  and 
barbarism,  and  lived  as  brutes,  rather*  than  moral  beings. 
Others,  as  the  Egyptians,  the  Assyrians,  and  the  Hindoos, 
have  risen  to  a  considerable  measure  of  culture ;  to  arts, 
laws,  poetry,  and  eloquence ;  but  have  still  been  without 
elevation,  and  without  virtue,  the  victims  of  a  debasing  and 
cruel  superstition,  maintained  by  a  hypocritical  and  enslav- 
ing priesthood,  and  the  vassals  and  instruments  of  a  bloody 
.tyranny.  Others  still,  like  the  Greeks  and  Eomans,  rose 
to  the  highest  pitch  of  cultivation,  especially  of  the  useful 
and  ornamental  arts,  of  reason,  and  of  the  imagination,  and 
swaying  the  dominion  for  long  periods  of  the  most  populous 
and  cultivated  portions  of  the  earth,  had  the  amplest  oppor- 
tunity, if  there  were  any  restorative  power  in  their  nature, 
or  any  life-giving  virtue  in  their  religion,  their  philosophy, 
or  their  policy,  to  demonstrate  it  in  their  own  lives,  and  in 
the  reformation  of  the  nations  over  whom  they  extended 
their  rule.  No  such  demonstration,  however,  was  made  by 
them.  Instead,  they  were  as  distinguished  for  the  sottish- 
ness of  their  dispositions,  the  shamelessness  of  their  sensual- 
ity, the  ferocity  of  their  hate,  and  their  readiness  to  sacrifice 
the  well-being  of  all  others  to  gratify  their  pride  and  ambi- 
*tion;  as  they  were  for  the  eminence  of  their  genius,  the 
greatness  of  their  knowledge,  and  the  refinement  and  beauty 
of  many  of  their  tastes.  In  place  of  Jehovah,  they  paid 
their  religious  homage  to  the  powers  and  spheres  of  nature 
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personified  by  a  wild  fency,  to  ideal  beinga,  to  men,  to  tli© 
passions  and  affections,  and  to  statues  of  gold,  silver,  marble, 
and  wood,  animated  their  deities  with  their  own  lawless  ap- 
petites and  spirit,  contemplated  them  as  the  exemplars  and 
patrons  of  all  their  passions  and  crimes ;  and  made  their  tem- 
ples the  scenes  and  schools  of  the  grossest  and  most  debasing 
vices.  The  vast  refinement  which  they  reached,  was  but  a 
refinement  in  error  and  sin,  a  sublimation  of  intelligence  and 
taste  in  false  belie&,  wicked  passions,  and  monstrous  crimen 

The  experiment  with  these  nations  for  four  thousand  years 
has  thus  made  a  decisive  and  awful  exhibition  of  what  man 
is  when  left  to  frame  a  religion  for  himself  Instead  of  re* 
turning  to  Jehovah,  he  invents  a  crowd  of  false  deities  that 
resemble  himself  adopts  their  passions  and  vices  as  apolo- 
gies and  sanctions  of  his  own,  and  makes  his  vice,  i^ierefore, 
to  be  his  virtue,  and  his  impiety  bis  religion. 

An  experiment  terminating  in  an  equaUy  humiliating 
result  has  been  made  also  with  families  and  nations  to  whom 
God  directly  revealed  himself,  appointed  a  peculiar  worship, 
and  gave  a  law.  They  or  their  desc^dants  almost  imme- 
diately apostatized  from  God,  and  either  turned  to  the  ido- 
latry of  the  pagans,  or  framed  a  coupterfeit  religion  which 
they  substituted  in  place  of  the  tme.  The  whole  humaa 
&niily  revolted  soon  after  the  revelation  was  made  to  oiu: 
first  parents  of  the  work  of  rede^nption,  and  the  religion  of 
sacrifices  instituted ;  and  a  fe^  hundred  years  after  their 
death,  advanced  to  such  a  stage  of  wickedness,  that  God 
swept  them  from  the  earth  by  a  deluge.  At  the  distance 
of  two  or  three  centuries  from  that  epoch,  the  descendants 
of  Noah  generally  apostatised  to  idol  worship,  and  with  the 
exception  of  a  single  people,  continued  such  down  to  the 
institution  of  Christianity,  and  most  of  them  to  the  present 
time.  The  Hebrews,  to  whom,  as  his  peculiar  people,  God 
appointed  a  worship  of  imposing  and  gorgeous  rites,  and 
manifested  his  presence  by  the  most  impressive  and  awfiil 
signs,  soon  revolted  from  his  service,  and  turned  to  the 
homage  <rf  the  idol-gods  of  the  neighboring  pagan  na- 
tions ;  and  it  was  only  by  their  being  surrendered  into  the 
hands  of  the  worshippers  of  those  cruel  and  bloody  deities, 
slaughtered  in  vast  crowds,  driven  into  exile,  md  reduced 
to  the  most  abject  misery,  that  they  were  cured  of  that  apos- 
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tasy.  The  Christian  church,  too,  in  three  centuries  from 
its  institution,  apostatized  in  an  equally  impious  form,  and 
assumed  the  right,  at  its  will,  of  modifying  the  laws  of  God 
and  the  method  of  redemption,  incorporated  with  his  wor- 
ship the  homage  of  a  crowd  of  creatures  and  false  deities, 
instituted  a  new  expiation  for  sin,  and  a  new  method  of 
justification,  and  a  vast  proportion  who  bear  the  Christian 
name,  continue  in  those  impious  errors  to  the  present  hour. 
Men  thus,  instead  of  welcoming  the  knowledge  of  the  true 
God,  as  it  has  been  communicated  to  them  by  fresh  revela- 
tions from  age  to  age,  have  speedily  turned  away  from  him, 
rerjected  his  service  and  his  salvation,  and  converted  the 
very  religion  which  he  has  instituted  for  their  recovery  from 
ruin,  into  a  monstrous  system  of  impiety,  and  made  it  there- 
by an  insirument  of  destruction  instead  of  salvation ;  and 
had  it  not  be^n  for  the  perpetual  interpositions  of  the  Spirit 
to  continue  a  ilne  of  pure  worshipped,  every  trace  of  reli- 
gion would,  ages  since,  have  disappeared  from  the  world. 
What  more  stupendous  and  awful  exemplification  can  be 
conceived  than  has  thus  been  given  through  six  thousand 
years,  that  man  is  precisely  such  an  aKen  as  God  contem- 
plates him  in  the  work  of  redemption,  and  that  even  when 
furnished  with  the  knowledge  of  God,  apprised  of  the  sal- 
vation that  is  provided  fo^  him,  and  urged  by  the  promise 
of  eternal  extrication  from  fein,  and  restoration  to  the  divine 
favor,  in  place  of  joyfully  ieturning  to  allegiance  to  the 
Most  High,  if  left  to  himself,  he  recoils  from  him,  and 
plunges  headlong  down  the  precipice  of  destruction. 

This  vast  experiment  of  the  tendency  of  the  human  heart 
has  been  diversified  and  raised  to  a  higher  emphasis  by  the 
retributive  dispensations  of  providence  towards  those  por- 
tions of  the  race  that  have  apostatized  to  idolatry.  Thus, 
though  God  has  punished  all  the  great  nations  that  were  its 
principal  fosterers  for  their  false  worships,  and  swept  them 
from  existence,  his  exterminating  judgments  on  them  have 
not  had  the  slightest  effect  to  restrain  others  from  the  same 
or  a  similar  course.  And  though  the  experience  of  four 
thousand  years  has  shown  that  the  gods  of  paganism  are 
no  deities,  and  that  their  worship  only  degrades  a  people 
and  prepares  them  for  destruction,  it  has  had  no  influence 
to  deter  others  from  continuing  it.    In  like  manner,  God 
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has  smitten  the  nations  that  apostatized  from  Christianity  to 
a  mixed  religion  of  God  and  of  idols  and  saints,  with  the 
most  devouring  judgments.  Of  the  Christianized  population 
of  Northern  Africa  and  "Western  Asia  who  turned  in  the 
fourth  and  fifth  centuries  to  the  homage  of  the  cross,  of 
relics,  of  saints,  and  of  images  and  pictures,  scarce  a  trace 
now  remains.  New  tribes  have  taken  their  places,  and  a 
new  felse  religion  has  succeeded  to  that  of  the  apostate 
Roman  and  Greek  churches,  which  they  professed.  Yet 
that  terrible  manifestation  of  the  judgment  of  God  has  not 
in  the  least  checked  the  disposition  of  the  neighboring  na- 
tions of  Europe  to  turn  from  their  idolatries  and  supersti- 
tions, and  give  their  homage  to  /the  true  God ;  nor  has 
the  fiu3t  demonstrated  by  the  experience  of  fifteen  cen- 
turies, that  the  sole  effect  of  their  false  religion  is  to  de- 
moralize and  degrade  them,  and  fit  them  to  be  the  hope- 
•  less  vassals  of  unscrupulous  priests  and  bloody  tyrants,  had 
the  slightest  effect  to  prompt  them  to  a  return  to  the  pure 
worship  of  Jehovah. 

A  trial  has  thus  been  made  of  man's  disposition  in  respect 
to  religion  in  all  the  various  conditions  in  which  he  can  be 
supposed  to  exist,  and  through  an  immense  tract  of  ages  ; 
on  the  one  hand,  by  the  gift  of  a  revelation,  an  appointed 
worrfiip,  and  a  method  of  redemption ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  by  leaving  the  nations  who  apostatized  from  God  to 
institute  religions  for  themselves,  contrive  and  worship  gods 
after  their  own  heart,  and  frame  schemes  of  salvation  that 
accorded  with  their  false  notions  and  perverted  tastes.  No 
more  comprehensive  test  can  be  conceived.  No  new  condi- 
tion can  be  imagined  that  would  give  any  greater  variety  or 
completeness  to  the  experiment.  And  the  issue  in  all  these 
cases  has  been  the  same ;  the  most  stupendous  demonstration 
of  their  total  alienation  from  God ;  the  utter  hopelessness,  not 
merely  of  their  self-restoration,  but  of  their  spontaneous 
submission  to  a  restoration  by  the  power  of  God ;  their 
headlong  proclivity  when  put  in  possession  of  the  true  reli- 
gion to  reapostatize,  and  convert  the  very  means  provided 
for  their  sanctiflcation  and  redemption,  into  a  means  of 
demoralization  and  destruction.  Can  a  more  awful  spec- 
tacle be  conceived  than  the  world  thus  presents  ?  Can  a 
more  resistless  demonstration  be  inmgined  of  the  grounds 
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on  whicli  God  proceeds  in  all  the  great  measures  of  his 
government  that  contemplate  men  as  enemies,  hopelessly 
lost,  and  needing  such  a  redemption  as  is  wrought  for  them 
by  Christ? 

14.  The  nature  of  this  great  experiment,  on  the  heart  of 
man,  and  the  demonstration  in  which  it  terminates,  indi- 
cates that  it  is  not  a  final  dispensation,  but  is  preparatory 
to  some  other  of  a  diflFerent  character.  It  cannot  be  thought 
probable  that  any  end  pursued  by  the  divine  administration 
can  require  the  continuance  of  such  an  economy  for  ever. 
It  is  conceivable  that  a  point  may  be  reached  in  the  exem^ 
plifications  which  it  achieves  that  shall  render  it  unnecessary 
to  carry  them  any  fSsurther ;  that  such  a  vastness  and  com- 
pleteness of  demonstration  may  at  length  be  attained  of 
God's  great  rights  and  perfections,  of  man's  unregenerate 
nature  and  character,  and  of  the  reality  of  ^  their  restoration 
to  the  divine  image  who  are  forgiven  and  admitted  to  bis 
kingdom,  that  he  may  thereafter  proceed  on  them  as  ascer- 
tained certainties,  that  need  no  fiirther  proof  in  order  to  his 
vindication;  and  thence  introducing  a  new  dispensation, 
may  convert  the  nations  universally,  and  make  tfiem  par- 
takers of  salvation  through  a  long  series  of  ages,  without 
exposing  any  of  his  holy  subjects  to  the  danger  of  misap- 
prehending his  administration,  or  feeling  uncertain  of  the 
righteousness,  benevolence,  and  wisdom  of  his  ways.  And 
such  the  Scriptures  teach  us  is  the  great  office  of  the  pre- 
sent dispensation ;  such  is  the  gracious  purpose  of  the  Most 
High  in  respect  to  the  future.  The  trial  of  the  race,  in  this 
state,  is  soon  to  reach  its  catastrophe,  on  the  one  hand,  in  a 
more  awful  manifestation  than  has  ever  yet  taken  place,  of 
the  alienation  of  the  imrenewed  from  God,  by  an  attempt 
of  the  apostate  and  persecuting  powers  to  exterminate  the 
true  worshippers  from  the  earth,  and  bring  the  whole 
church  under  their  imperious  sway ;  and  on  the  other,  a 
more  impressive  and  sublime  exemplification  than  at  any 
former  period,  of  the  indubitable  love  and  fidelity  of  God's 
believing  people  in  their  imfaltering  utterance  of  their  fit- 
ness for  him  at  that  crisis,  and  calm  submission  to  the  stroke 
of  death  for  his  sake,  in  the  belief  of  a  speedy  resurrection 
by  his  power  and  exaltation  to  thrones  and  sceptres  in  his 
kingdom.    After  that  public  and  glorious  vindication  of  his 
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true  worshippers,  the  last  storm  of  his  avenging  judgments 
will  begin  to  descend  on  the  nations ;  the  apostate  powers  will 
make  another  attempt  to  crush  his  worshippers,  and  secure 
to  themselves  the  dominion  of  the  earth,  when  the  Son  of 
God  descending  from  heaven  in  power  and  glory,  will  strike 
them  by  his  avenging  lightnings  to  destruction,  and  assum- 
ing himself  the  sceptre  of  the  earth,  commence  his  millen* 
nial  reign  over  it  with  the  risen  saints,  and  bring  all  nations, 
peoples,  and  languages  to  submission  to  his  sway.  Then  we 
are  assured  by  the  lips  of  the  Saviour  himself  all  the  tem- 
pestuous trials,  all  the  perilous  conflicts  of  the  present  dis- 
pensation are  to  cease.  Satan  is  to  be  bound  and  precluded 
from  tempting  men.  All  things  are  to  be  made  new.  The 
atmosphere  and  earth  will  be  renovated.  Men  themselves 
will  undergo  a  glorious  transformation  in  soul  and  body, 
and  be  restored  to  much  the  state  in  which  they  would  have 
e^dsted  had  they  not  fallen ;  "and  God  shall  wipe  away  all 
tears  from  their  eyes,  and  there  shall  be  no  more  death, 
neither  sorrow,  nor  crying,  neither  shall  there  be  any  more 
pain,  for  the  former  things"  will  "have  passed  away;'* 
"  and  the  tabernacle  of  God,"  in  which  he  visibly  reveals 
himself  "  shall  be  with  men,  and  he  will  dwell  with  them, 
and  they  shall  be  his  people,  and  God  himself  shall  be  with 
ihem,  and  be  their  God." — Rev.  xxi.  3-6.  We  have  thus 
the  most  explicit  assurance  that  at  that  great  epoch,  the  ter- 
rible inflictions  and  trials  of  the  present  dispensation  are  to 
be  wholly  discontinued,  and  the  race  brought  into  the  most 
intimate  and  gracious  relations  to  God,  purified  from  all 
their  unrighteousness,  and  exalted  to  the  unspotted  sanctitude 
and  unalloyed  blessedness  of  his  adopted  children.  (Rev. 
xxi.  23-27 ;  xxiL  1-5.)  This  blissful  reign — during  which 
they  are  to  continue  to  multiply,  and  innumerable  millions 
are  to  be  saved — is  to  extend  through  the  vast  round  of  a 
prophetic  millennium,  or  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  thou- 
sand years.  Then  Satan  is  to  be  released  for  a  short  season, 
und  allowed  to  seduce  a  portion  of  the  nations  again  to 
revolt ;  by  which  it  will  be  shown  that  the  sanctification 
and  redemption  of  those  who  were  saved  during  the  mil- 
lennium were  the  work  of  grace,  not  of  human  might 
OT  skill.  That  revolt  will  be  immediately  terminated  by  the 
destruction  of  the  rebellious  by  fire  fromr  heaven,  which 
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will  be  followed  by  the  resurrectioa  and  judgment  of  the 
unholy  dead,  the  final  dejection  of  Satan  to  the  world  of 
punishment,  the  destruction  of  death  and  the  grave,  and  the 
everlasting  deliverance  of  those  who  are  then  in  the  natural 
body,  and  their  descendants  through  the  circuit  of  eternal 
years,  from  sin,  death,  suffering,  sorrow,  want,  and  all  the 
evils  brought  on  the  race  by  the  fall. 

15.  This  great  scheme  which  contemplates  at  length  the 
complete  restoration  of  the  race  from  the  evils  of  the  fall, 
and  their  multiplication  and  blessedness  through  eternal 
years,  thus  furnishes  an  ample  solution  of  the  present  dis- 
pensation, in  the  office  it  fills  as  a  necessary  preparative  for 
that.  In  the  public  exposition  which  is  to  be  made  of  its 
measures  in  the  judgment  of  the  holy,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  millenniuin,  and  of  the  unholy  and  Satan  and  his 
angels  at  the  close  of  that  period,  a  perfect  vindication  is  to 
take  place  of  all  the  ways  of  God  which  men  now  assail  or 
doubt,  and  demonstration  that  they  are  worthy  of  the  infinite 
wisdom  and  love  that  contrive  and  execute  a  scheme  of 
such  immeasurable  greatness  and  grandeur. 

First,  it  will  be  seen  that  God  not  only  has  a  right  to  sub- 
ject his  creatures  to  trial,  but  that  it  is  essential  to  the  very 
exercise  of  a  moral  government,  and  that  the  ends  for  which 
he  subjects  men  to  the  ceaseless  tests  of  their  allegiance 
under  the  present  dispensation,  are  of  the  utmost  signifi- 
cance, and  invest  the  measure  with  a  dazzling  efTulgence  of 
wisdom  and  benevolence.  Secondly,  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  condition  of  man  in  his  fallen  state, 
either  iuternally  or  exterDally,  that  justifies  him  in  his  sin, 
but  that  each  individual  is  as  responsible  for  the  offences 
which  he  commits,  as  Adam  and  Eve  were  for  their  first 
transgression ;  and  all  the  accusations  of  Dr.  Beecher  and 
others,  who  attempt  to  transfer  the  blame  of  their  sins  to 
God,  will  be  confuted  and  hushed  in  eternal  silence.  Thirdly, 
it  will  be  seen  that  he  is  not  required  by  justice  and  good- 
ness, as  Dr.  B.  and  some  others  contend,  to  do  all  in  his 
power  to  prevent  his  creatures  from  sinning ;  and  that  his 
leaving  them  to  sin  is  not  because  he  cannot  prevent  them 
from  it ;  but  that  he  voluntarily  permits  them  to  fall  although 
able  to  retain  them,  and  that  be  has  reasons  for  it  that  are 
as  momentous  and  as  glorious  to  his  wisdom  and  goodness^ 
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as  the  final  redemption  of  the  race  from  the  ruin  of  the  fall 
is,  which  is  to  be  accomplished  in  consequence  of  it 
Fourthly,  it  will  be  seen  that  God  can  leave  fallen  beings  to 
continue  in  sin,  and  can  punish  them  for  their  offences  in 
perfect  rectitude  and  wisdom.  This  Dr.  B.  and  thousands 
of  others  in  effect  deny,  and  Satan,  very  probably,  had  the 
hope  that  in  betraying  our  first  parents  to  a  fall  that  was  to 
carry  such  disastrous  effects  to  their  posterity,  he  should 
make  it  impossible  to  God  to  exercise  a  government  over 
them  that  should  be  capable  of  perfect  reconciliation  with 
justice  and  goodness,  and  should  therefore  be  able  to  con- 
vict the  Most  High  of  a  &tal  inadequacy  to  the  station  he 
aims  to  fill,  and  thence  of  unworthiness  of  the  homage  he 
demands;  and  so  find  a  justification  of  his  revolt,  and  the 
rebellion  of  others.  But  all  these  impious  aims  and  aocusa- 
tions  will  be  overwhelmed  in  eternal  confutation.  It  will 
be  seen  that  God  has  not  violated  the  rights  of  any  of  his 
cieatures  whom  he  has  left  to  sin,  in  not  hindering  them 
from  transgression.  It  will  be  seen  that  he  bad  reasons  of 
infinite  righteousness,  wisdom,  and  benevolence,  in  putting 
them  to  the  trials  in  which  they  fall,  and  in  refraining  from 
using  effective  means  to  withhold  them  from  transgression. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  punishments  he  inflicts  on  them  are 
in  exact  accordance  with  their  ill-desert.  He  is  to  judge  and 
reward  them  according  to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body.  It 
will  be  seen  that  he  makes  hia  justice  to  them  the  means  of 
boundless  good  to  others,  by  the  exemplification  it  presents 
of  hia  rights,  by  the  confutation  it  forms  of  the  accusations 
of  his  enemies,  and  by  the  prevention  which  results  from  it 
of  the  necessity  of  subjecting  others  to  a  similar  punish- 
ment. Fifthly,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  subjection  of  men  to 
Qdy^T^  trials  of  their  allegiance,  and  their  being  left  to  sin, 
were  carried  no  further  than  was  requisite  to  the  assertion  and 
exemplification  of  his  rights,  the  demonstration  of  the  reality 
of  the  great  truths  respecting  the  alienation  and  guilt  of  the 
fallen,  and  the  restoration  of  the  pardoned,  in  which  he  pro- 
ceeds in  his  administration,  on  such  a  scale  as  to  make  it 
compatible  with  his  glory,  and  the  well-being  of  his  holy 
kingdom,  to  introduce  a  new  administration,  under  which 
he  will  put  an  end  to  those  evils,  and  extend  the  blessings 
of  renovation,  pardon^  and  acceptance  to  the  whole  popula- 
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tion  of  tte  globe,  through  the  endless  succession  of  their 
generations ;  and  that  the  great  scheme  of  his  procedure  was 
therefore  in  every  respect  worthy  of  the  grandeur  of  his 
perfections,  and  must  command  the  awe,  admiration,  grati- 
tude, and  praise  of  all  his  holy  subjects  throughout  their 
eternal  years. 

Such  are  the  great  reasons  of  the  administration  God  is 
now  exercising  over  the  world ;  such  are  the  infinite  results 
which  it  contemplates;  such  the  dazzling  splendors  in  which 
it  is  to  display  his  wisdom,  might,  and  love.  Can  a  greater 
contrast  be  conceived  than  it  forms  to  the  wretched  dreams, 
the  wild  and  delirious  fancies  of  Dr.  Beecher,  who  begins  by 
denying  God's  attributes  and  rights,  then  charges  his  admi- 
nistration with  infinite  arbitrariness  and  injustice,  and  finally 
affects  to  exculpate  him  by  an  hypothesis,  that  but  repeats 
and  exacerbates  that  accusation,  and  exhibits  him  as  without 
either  the  power,  the  wisdom,  the  justice,  or  the  goodness 
that  is  requisite  to  make  him  the  object  of  homage,  or  fit 
him  for  his  station  as  the  ruler  of  the  universe !  But  Dr. 
B.  has  not  caught  ft  glimpse  either  of  God's  attributes  in 
their  greatness  and  sanctity,  of  his  prerogatives,  or  of  the 
scheme  of  his  government.  Notwithstanding  the  ostenta- 
tious professions  he  makes  of  respect  for  his  word,  he  in 
fact  rejects  it,  and  in  the  most  undisguised  and  dogmatic 
manner  makes  his  own  notions  of  what  it  becomes  God  to 
do,  the  criterion  by  which  his  procedure  is  to  be  judged ; 
and  on  that  ground  denounces  him — on  the  supposition  that 
this  world  is  the  scene  of  man's  first  existence — as  infinitely 
unjust  and  undeserving  "  the  honor,  reverence,  and  worship 
of  his  creatures."  Of  the  great  ends  that  are  subserved  by 
the  present  dispensation,  of  the  wholly  different  economy 
that  is  to  follow  it,  he  takes  no  notice.  They  do  not  lie 
within  the  sweep  of  his  d  priori  speculations.  Instead  of 
seeing  that  a  main  object  of  the  present  administration  is  to 
demonstrate  that  man  is  hopelessly  averse  to  Qt)d,  he  con- 
ceives that  the  Most  High  is  not  able  effectually  to  rule  his 
creatures,  and  bind  them  in  indissoluble  attachment  tp  his 
throne;  and  that  each  individual,  consequently,  must  at 
least  in  a  great  measure  extricate  himself  fSrom  the  thral- 
dom of  sin,  if  he  ever  escapes  it ;  and  must  be  the  great 
auxiliary  agent,  also,  in  the  extrication  of  others,  if  they  are 
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delivered  from  its  bondage.  The  world,  accordingly,  lie 
assumes,  if  it  is  ever  to  be  converted,  is  to  be  converted 
hj  the  instrumentality  of  man,  and  exerted  as  it  is  under 
the  present  system ; — not  by  the  direct  interposition  and  re- 
sistless power  of  God.  That  Christ  is  to  come  in  great 
power  and  glory  and  assume  the  dominion  of  the  earth, 
dash  his  incorrigible  foes  to  destruction,  raise  his  dead  saints 
to  life,  repeal  the  great  curse  of  the  fall,  toil,  sorrow,  death, 
place  the  population  that  survive  that  epoch  in  a  condition 
much  like  that  in  which  they  would  have  existed  had  our 
first  parents  not  fallen,  bestow  his  renewing  Spirit  on  them 
as  universally  as,  had  sin  not  entered  the  world,  he  would 
have  given  them  his  preserving  and  sanctifying  aid;  and 
&at  by  those  almighty  means  the  whole  are  to  be  raised  to 
a  sanctitude  and  blessedness,  worthy  of  such  a  paradise  as 
the  earth  is  then  to  be — this  great  scheme  of  God's  wisdom  and 
love,  Dr.  B.,  instead  of  accepting,  rejects,  and  regards  with 
contempt  and  scorn.  It  does  not  accord  with  his  d  priori 
philosophy.  It  places  God  on  the  throne,  and  man  in  the 
dust;  and  hence  the  darkness  and  distress  in  which  he  is 
involved  by  his  conviction,  that  the  God  who  actually  reigns 
over  man  is  a  totally  different  being  from  the  God  of  his 
preconceptions.  Had  he  taken  the  Bible  as  his  guide ;  had 
he  accepted  the  explanations  which  God  has  there  given  of 
the  great  ends  he  is  pursuing  in  his  present  dealings  with 
the  race ;  and  had  he  received  the  revelation  he  has  made 
through  the  prophets  of  the  new  dispensation  he  is  soon  to 
institute  as  the  sequel  to  this,  an^  the  beauty  and  blessedness 
to  which  the  nations  are  then  to  be  raised,  he  would  have 
escaped  his  difficulties,  and  in  place  of  doubt,  unbelief,  des- 
pair, and  an  open  and'daring  traduction  of  God*s  attributes 
and  providence,  would  have  found  himself  invested  with  a 
flood  of  light  from  the  opened  heavens,  and  raised  to  a  rap- 
ture of  peace,  love,  adoration,  and  joy. 

Dr.  B.,  however,  is  not  alone  in  rejecting  these  great  teach- 
ings of  the  Bible,  and  substituting  a  device  of  man's  wis- 
dom in  their  place.  There  is  a  considerable  class  who  not 
only  deny  that  this  dispensation  is  preparatory  to  another, 
and  that  there  is  to  be  any  other  in  which  the  redemption 
of  men  is  to  be  continued ;  but  who  hold  that  no  explanation 
is  given  in  the  word  of  God,  or  is  discoverable  by  reason 
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of  the  great  measures  of  his  government  over  men,  by 
which,  on  the  one  hand,  he  puts  them  to  such  a  trial  of  their 
hearts,  allows  them  to  sin  as  they  do,  and  punishes  them  for 
their  oflfences ;  and  on  the  other,  by  which  he  subjects  those 
who  profess  his  name  to  such  terrible  tests  of  their  fidelity, 
and  causes  them  to  show  in  such  decisive  forms  whether  they 
are  truly  his  children  or  not ;  but  maintain  that  his  whole 
procedure  is  a  dark  and  inexplicable  enigma,  apparently,  in 
many  of  its  features  at  least,  at  utter  war  with  wisdom  and 
benevolence,  and  that  we  must  therefore,  often  against  the 
most  decisive  appearances  to  the  contrary,  take  it  for  granted 
that  it  is  right,  and  kneel  down  in  unquestioning  and  blind 
submission.  This  theory  is  scarcely  a  less  gross  accusation 
of  Qt)d  than  Dr.  B.'s,  and  is,  like  his,  at  open  war  with 
the  plain  teachings  of  his  word,  and  with  tlie  dictates  of 
reason  and  conscience.  To  deny  that  we  have  any  evidence 
of  the  righteousness,  wisdom,  and  benevolence  of  God  in  the 
great  measures  of  his  moral  and  providential  administration 
over  men,  and  maintain  that  if  we  submit  to  them  as  just 
and  wise,  it  must  be  in  pitch  darkness,  is  equivalent  to  deny- 
ing that  we  have  any  evidence  whatever  of  God's  rectitude, 
wisdom,  and  goodness.  For  if  they  are  not  exhibited  in  the 
great  measures  of  his  moral  and  providential  rule,  they 
plainly  are  not  anywhere ;  as  all  other  things — the  material 
worlds  and  th^  furniture — are  merely  subservient  to  them. 
Even  that  there  are  events  that  affect  the  condition  of  indi- 
viduals, of  the  reasons  of  the  appointment  or  permission  of 
which,  rather  than  others^  we  know  nothing ;  such  as  the 
date  of  one's  birth^  the  death  of  one  in  childhood,  of  another 
in  youth,  and  of  others  in  middle  or  old  age ;  is  no  proof  that 
they  are*  involved  in  impenetrable  darkness,  and  are  to  be 
received  in  a  blind  submission.  Though  the^  particular  rea- 
sons of  their  appointment  are  unknown,  yet  we  have,  in  other 
parts  of  his  administration,  ample  evidence  of  God's  infinite 
righteousness,  wisdom,  and  goodness,  and  are  therefore  to 
regard  him  as  just  and  good  in  respect  to  those  particular 
events,  because  of  our  knowledge  from  other  sources,  that 
justice  and  goodness  are  general  characteristics  of  his  agency. 
An  act  of  absolutely  blind  submission  is  indeed  a  self-con- 
tradiction, and  is  impossible ;  and  if  it  were  practicable, 
would  be  infinitely  reproachful  to  God,  in  place  of  being 
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honorable  to  bim ;  as  it  would  imply  that  there  was  an  utter 
absence  of  everything  in  his  procedure  that  can  rationally 
be  made  the  ground  of  a  submissive  homage. 

But  this  notion  that  the  great  measures  of  God's  govern- 
ment over  the  world  are  wholly  inexplicable,  is  at  war  with 
the  plain  teachings  of  his  word,  as  well  as  with  his  attri- 
bute&  That  the  Bible  everywhere  represents  that  God 
exercises  his  government  over  men  for  the  purpose  of  mani- 
festing and  enforcing  his  rights,  and  putting  them  to  a  pro- 
bation of  their  dispositions  towards  him,  no  man  needs  be 
told.  That  he  everywhere  represents  the  great  judgments 
with  which  he  punishes  wicked  nations  and  individuals,  as 
designed  to  manifest  his  displeasure  at  their  sins,  to  verify 
his  rightsy  to  bri^g  them  to  know  that  he  is  Jehovah,  and  to 
cause  them  to  show  whether' they  will  return  to  him  or  not, 
no  one  who  has  read  it  with  attention  can  have  failed  to  see. 
And  that  they  everywhere  teach  that  has  children  are  subjected 
to  the  most  severe  and  decisive  trials,  that  it  may  be  shown 
by  indisputable  evidence  that  they  are  truly  his,  in  order  to 
their  receiving  a  crown,  is  equally  indisputable ;  and  that 
these  great  measures  are  measures  of  justice,  wisdom,  and 
goodness,  and  are  directed  to  the  most  essential  and  momen- 
tous ends,  is  as  little  open  to  debate.  No  one  who  contem- 
plates them  with  a  tolerable  share  of  attention  and  intelli- 
gence can  avoid  seeing  that  they  are  absolutely  indispensable 
in  order  to  the  manifestation  of  the  views  with  which  he 
regards  the  conduct  of  his  creatures,  and  the  vindication  of 
himself  from  the  suspicion  that  he  proceeds  on  false  grounds 
in  his  judgment  of  them,  and  distribution  to  them  of  their 
final  awards.  Let  it  be  supposed  that  God  had  inflicted  no 
judgments  on  the  nations  which  apostatized  to  idol  worship 
in  expression  of  his  anger  at  their  rebellion,  but  had  allowed 
them  to  go  on  to  the  present  hour  in  impunity,  and  crowned 
them  with  uninterrupted  prosperity,  would  not  these  nations 
themselves  naturally  have  attributed  their  security  and  hap- 
piness to  the  false  gods  whom  they  worshipped,  and  regarded 
the  blessings  they  enjoyed  under  their  imagined  sway  as  proofe 
of  the  propriety  and  acceptableness  of  their  worship  ?  Would 
it  not,  to  spectators  of  other  worlds,  have  seemed  also  to  imply 
God's  approval  of,  or,  at  least,  indifference  to  their  conduct? 
Would  not  such  an  omission,  through  a  long  tract  of  ages,  to 
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enforce  his  law  have  been  in  appearance  equivalent  to  an  aban- 
donment of  it,  and  surrender  of  the  sceptre  of  the  world  ? 
Would  it  not  have  been  natural  for  men  and  angels  to  ask : 
If  God  is  not  indifferent  to  the  course  which  these  nations 
pursue,  why  does  he  not  use  some  means  to  bring  them  to  a 
sense  of  their  sins?  Why  does  he  not  cause  the  penal  con- 
sequences which  his  law  denounces,  to  follow  in  the  train  of 
their  offences,  that  it  may  be  seen  whether,  under  their  im- 
pulse, they  will  not  return  to  allegiance  ?  Let  it  be  supposed 
that  God  had  not  varied  his  providence  towards  the  Israel- 
ites on  their  revolting  to  idol  worship,  but  had  continued  to 
bestow  on  them,  from  generation  to  generation,  the  same 
blessings  as  he  did  during  their  obedience,  would  they  not 
naturally  have  interpreted  it  as  the  work  of  their  fake  dei- 
ties, and  as  a  demonstration  of  the  wisdom  of  their  apostasy 
fix>m  Jehovah  ?  Would  not  God's  omitting  in  that  manner 
to  take  any  notice  of  the  revolt  of  his  people,  or  make  any 
discrimination  between  the  obedient  and  rebellious,  have 
given  occasion  to  the  feeling,  in  all  spectators,  whether  in 
this  world  or  in  others,  that  he  was  indifferent  to  his  rights^ 
had  abandoned  the  enforcement  of  his  law,  and  treated  sin 
as  being  as  sure  a  passport  as  obedience  to  his  fS^vor?  Let 
it  be  supposed  that  God  had  omitted  to  chastise  the  Chris- 
tian church  for  its  offences;  that  uninterrupted  favor  had 
been  shown  to  all  who  entered  it  from  age  to  age,  notwith- 
standing their  sins  as  individuals  and  their  apostasy  as  a 
body,  would  not  the  church  have  regarded  it  as  expressive 
of  his  approbation  ?  Would  it  not  have  led  inevitably  to 
the  inference  that  the  idol  worship,  the  invocation  of  saints, 
the  celibacy,  the  homage  of  the  mass,  the  false  doctrines  and 
profligate  manners  that  have  prevailed  and  given  character 
to  the  church,  were  indeed — what  the  Greek  and  Roman 
communions  claim— essential  parts  of  Christianity  itself,  and 
its  most  obligatory  elements?  No  one  can  fail  to  see  that 
that  would  have  been  the  result  inevitably  of  such  a  course. 
It  would,  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  universe,  have  been  equi- 
valent to  a  public  abandonment  of  his  law,  and  a  treatment 
of  rebellion  as  though  it  was  as  acceptable  to  him  as  obedi- 
ence. The  avenging  judgments  with  which  he  has  stricken 
the  nations,  the  chastenings  with  which  he  has  smitten  the 
church,  have  thus  been  indispensable  to  his  own  protection 
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fix)m  the  suspicion  and  charge  of  approving  and  favoring 
tixe  sins  which  he  prohibits :  they  have  been  essential,  in- 
deed, to  his  exercising  a  moral  government.  Had  he  omitted 
them,  he  would  in  effect  have  given  up  his  rule.  They  have 
been  the  great  means  through  which  he  has  asserted  and 
vindicated  his  rights,  they  have  been  the  effective  measures 
through  which  he  has  made  known  his  displeasure  at  the 
sins  of  the  nations  and  of  his  people.  It  has  been  by  them 
that  he  has  brought  them  often  to  a  sense  of  their  offences, 
and  caused  them,  in  all  instances,  to  show  whether  they 
would  return  to  allegiance,  or  go  on  incorrigibly  in  rebel- 
lion. 

We  have,  the  most  ample  proofe,  therefore,  of  the  right- 
eousness, wisdom,  and  goodness  of  God,  in  these  great  mea- 
sures of  his  government.  They  present  some  of  the  clearest 
and  most  impressive  displays  of  his  perfections ;  and  without 
them,  indeed,  his  moral  glories  would  have  been  shrouded 
in  impenetrable  darkness.  No  wonder  that  they  who  see 
Bothing  of  tiiese  characteristics  in  his  administration,  regard 
his  government  as  an  inexplicable  enigma,  and  contemplate 
him  as  an  arbitrary  despot,  who  saves  or  destroys  his  crea- 
tures for  reasons  of  which  we  have  no  knowledge ;  and  who 
suppose,  therefore,  that  the  only  homage  that  can  be  accept- 
able to  him,  is  one  in  which  abject  terror  and  blind  submis- 
sion have  the  predominance.  No  wonder  that  they  see 
nothing,  brighter  in  the  future  than  the  midnight  gloom 
that,  according  to  them,  has  filled  the  past ;  that  they  deny 
tibst  Christ  is  ever  to  reign  on  the  earth ;  and  that  a  redemp- 
tion of  the  race  from  tiie  thraldom  of  sin  is  ever  to  take 
place:  and  persuade  themselves  that  the  termination  to 
which  the  present  system  is  hastening,  the  great  expedient  by 
which  the  Almighty  is  to  close  this  tragedy  of  sin  and  woe,  is 
the  annihilation  of  the  worid  itself  an  end  of  the  multiplica- 
tion of  the  race,  the  burial  of  its  lost  myriads  from  the  eye  of 
the  universe  in  the  abyss  of  perdition,  and  the  removal  of  the 
small  number  that  are  saved  to  some  distant  sphere,  that  ob- 
livion may,  as  far  as  possible,  drop  her  sable  pall  over  the 
horrors  of  which  the  earth  has  been  the  theatre  I — ^a  theory 
of  much  the  same  brood  as  that  of  Dr.  Beecher,  that  Qod 
already  has  once  struck  firom  the  minds  of  men  the  con- 
sebusnera  and  knowledge  of  their  first  existence,  and  veiled 
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the  events  on  which  their  everlasting  destiny  was  made  to 
turn  in  impenetrable  mystery.  They,  in  fact,  pay  as  little 
heed  to  the  great  teachings  of  the  divine  word,  they  make 
their  own  arbitrary  preconceptions  as  much  the  standard  by 
which  they  judge  of  Gk)d  and  the  ends  he  is  pursuing,  as  Dr. 
Beecher  himself  does.  These  and  all  other  antimillenarians 
will  necessarily  continue  involved  in  darkness  and  perplex- 
ity as  long  as  they  persist  in  neglecting  or  perverting  the 
prophetic  Scriptures,  in  which  the  great  purposes  Ck>d  is 
accomplishing  are  unveiled ;  deny  that  this  dispensation  is 
preparatory  to  another ;  and  shut  from  their  faith  and  hope 
the  final  redemption  of  the  world  from  the  eflfects  of  the 
apostasy  and  restoration  to  the  perfection  and  .bliss  of  an 
unfallen  sphere,  as  the  great  ends  of  Christ*s  interposition. 
That  is  the  scheme  which  God  himself  proclaims  he  is  pur- 
suing. That  is  the  work  in  which  all  his  attributes  blend  in 
harmony,  and  shine  forth  in  their  infinite  effulgence :  that 
is  the  joyous  issue  to  which  he  points  the  enraptured  expec- 
tation and  trust  of  his  children :  and  it  is  that  and  that  alone 
that  clears  up  all  difficulties,  and  invests  his  ways,  otherwise 
dark  and  inexplicable,  with  the  dazzling  light  of  boundless 
righteousness,  wisdom,  and  love. 


Art.  IV. — Would  it  be  Prudent  to  Attempt  the 
Refutation  of  Millenarianism  ? 

BY  the  rev.   H.   CARLETON. 

It  was  certainly  commendable  in  the  ancient  Romans  not 
to  deliver  any  man  to  die  before  he,  who  was  accused,  had 
the  accusers  face  to  face ;  and  license  to  answer  for  himself 
concerning  the  crime  laid  against  him.  The  principle  in- 
volved in  this  custom  is  essential  to  the  existence  of  all  cor- 
rectly constituted  and  properly  conducted  courts,  whether 
civil  or  ecclesiastical.  The  common  law  of  England,  which 
is  the  basis  of  the  jurisprudence  in  most  of  the  States  in  this 
Union,  suffers  no  man  to  be  condemned  as  a  criminal,  with- 
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out  a  trial ;  and  it  acknowledges  no  process  as  a  trial,  unless 
the  crime  alleged,  and  the  circumstances,  so  far  as  may  be, 
are  clearly  and  definitively  stated,  a  copy  thereof  given,  at 
his  request,  to  the  accused,  and  he  have  a  reasonable  time  to 
prepare  a  defence,  and  liberty -to  defend  himself,  without  let 
or  hindrance.  This  is  right  For  this  right  Englishmen  and 
Americans  are  ready  to  contend  even  unto  blood. 

But  as  the  Jews,  in  the  time  when  Christ  was  on  earth, 
were  accustomed  to  limit  the  commandment,  "  Thou  shalt 
not  kill,"  to  the  act  of  killing  jfrom  malice  aforethought,  so 
it  may  be  that  in  these  days  there  is  a  disposition  to  confine 
the  right  of  a  fidr  hearing,  touching  all  matters  affecting 
.  reputation  or  welfare,  to  processes  in  courts;  whereas  the 
privilege  should  be  as  sacredly  regarded  in  private  conduct 
as  in  public  trials. 

There  are  many  crimes  or  misdemeanors  of  which  civil 
courts  do  not  take  cognizance,  which  render  a  man  liable  to 
censure  from  ecclesiastical  tribunals ;  and  there  are  many 
things  which  prejudice  the  reputation  of  a  man  as  a  Chris- 
tian and  a  Christian  minister,  which  are  not  regarded  as 
belonging  to  the  class  of  oflfences  which  render  a  man  liable 
to  be  triejj  in  a  formal  manner  for  immorality  or  heresy. 

The  church,  by  formal  acts  of  discipline,  cannot  free  itself 
firom  all  immoral  or  heretical  persons.  And  it  is  unques- 
tionably better  to  leave  many  things  to  the  healthful  influ- 
ence of  private  admonition  or  friendly  discussion  ;  and  yet 
by  being  considered  culpable  in  respect  to  these  same 
things,  a  person  would  lose  a  fair  standing  in  Christian 
society,  or  have  fixed  upon  him  the  very  undesirable  repu- 
tation of  an  errorist  or  visionary  theorist.  By  thus  being  con- 
victed in  the  common  estimation  of  Christians  he  suffers  in 
his  reputation,  is  wounded  in  his  feelings,  and  made  incapa- 
ble of  occupying  any  responsible  position.  Before  a  man 
is  thus  censured  in  the  common  opinion  of  a  Christian  com- 
munity, he  should,  at  least  when  he  asks  it,  be  permitted  to 
answer  in  an  appropriate  way  to  the  charges  brought  against 
him,  and  he  has  a  right  to  demand  a  clear  proof  of  his 
alleged  delinquencies,  or  refutation  of  his  reputed  errors  or 
eccentricities. 

There  are  many  methods  by  which  a  man  may  be  made 
to  endure  very  severe  suffering  without  a  formal  decree  of 
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a  civil  or  ecclesiastical  court  lu  this  country  there  are 
many  benevolent  societies,  whose  agents  travel  and  visit  all 
important  placea  They  are  the  honored  guests  of  ministers 
and  leading  members  of  churches,  and  are  highly  esteemed 
for  the  sake  of  the  societies  for  which  they  labor ;  and  very 
many  of  them  are  worthy  of  a  high  regard  for  their  abilities 
and  exemplary  piety. 

Let  it  be  supposed  that  a  doctrine  is  received  by  some 
ministers  and  laymen,  which  is  considered  erroneous  by  the 
prudential  committees  and  directors  of  these  societies.  It 
may  be  reasonably  expected  that  they  will  employ  agents 
who  sympathize  with  thenu  How  easy  would  it  be  for 
these  agents,  by  a  few  remarks,  in  which  they  really  in- 
tended no  personal  injury,  and  only  meant  to  give  a  friendly 
notice  of  an  existing  evil,  to  bring  into  disrepute  all  per- 
sons who  believe  the  offensive  doctrine.  In  this  secret  man- 
ner a  sentence  of  condemnation  may  be  delivered  to  the 
ear  of  the  influential  part  of  the  church,  which  will  be  as 
effectual  as  a  decree  of  an  ecclesiastical  council,  or  synod,  or 
general  assembly.  This  is  manifestly  wrong,  and  subversive 
of  the  rights  of  Americans  and  Christians,  unless  the  doc- 
trine reputed  erroneous  be  successfully  controverted.  When 
this  is  done  errorists  have  no  reason  to  complain,  if  their 
orthodoxy  is  questioned,  and  if  they  are  regarded  as  unsafe 
men. 

These  suggestions  are  made  with  reference  to  the  course 
pursued  towards  millenarians,  and  the  doctrine  by  which 
they  are  distinguished. 

Notwithstanding  a  very  decided  dislike  to  the  doctrine, 
and  impatience  towards  those  who  hold  it,  has  been  mani- 
fested by  persons  of  high  consideration  in  the  churches, 
there  has  not  as  yet  been  in  this  country  an  attempt  to 
refute  the  one  or  convince  the  other  in  a  fair  discussion,  or 
by  arguments  drawn  from  the  sacred  Scriptures.  We 
think  we  may  safely  say,  that  never  in  any  article  writ* 
ten  against  millenarianism,  has  there  been  a  &ir  and  candid 
statement  of  it,  and  of  the  arguments  or  reasons,  from  a 
consideration  of  which  many  have  adopted  it  as  an  article 
of  their  Christian  faith.  To  meet  the  subject  fairly,  and  to 
give  its  advocates  a  fair  trial  at  the  bar  of  a  Christian  com- 
munity, the  doctrine  should  be  accurately  given,  distinct 
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from  the  inferences  which  some  say  are  to  be  legitimately 
drawn  from  it;  together  with  the  Scriptures,  which  are  sup- 
posed to  teach  it,  and  the  principles  of  interpretation  which 
its  advocates  adopt.  As  much  as  this  would  be  required  of 
a  prosecuting  officer  who  should  arraign  a  fellow  citizen 
before  a  court  of  justice,  to  be  tried  for  a  violation  of  the 
laws  of  his  country.  All  this  may  reasonably  be  expected 
of  an  opponent;  and  without  it,  it  is  not  affirming  too 
much  to  say,  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  meet  the  subject.^ 
The  natural  right,  to  be  permitted  to  meet  the  accuser  face 
to  &ce,  and  to  answer  to  the  errors  alleged,  is  trampled  upon. 
•To  shun  a  fair  discussion,  while,  at  the  same  time,  an  at- 
tempt is  made  to  prejudice  the  Christian  church  against  a 
respectable  portion  of  the  brotherhood,  on  account  of  an 
alleged  error,  is  wrong,  is  cruel,  is  tyrannical.  And  every 
American,  every  Protestant,  should  repudiate  a  practice  so 
radically  opposed  to  the  principles  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  which  he  cherishes  as  the  birthright  of  an  Ameri- 
owa,  and  a  gift  of  God,  which  is  not  to  be  alienated  for  any 
cause  whatever.  Should  any  person  think  our  statement 
too  broad,  let  him  refer  us  to  one  article  in  which  the  doc- 
trine has  been  feirly  stated— one  article  in  which  the  prin- 
ciples of  interpretation  adopted  by  millenarians  have  been 
truly  given — one  article  in  which  there  has  been  a  presenta- 
tion of  the  Scriptures  which  are  supposed  to  teach  the  doc- 
trine, together  with  the  reasons  for  deriving  it  from  them. 
Have  we  required  too  much  from  our  opponents  ?  We  are 
willing  to  concede  all  this  to  those  who  diiSfer  from  us,  and 
will  say  we  do  no  more  than  it  is  our  duty  to  do.  We  are 
wflling  to  give  propositions,  arguments.  Scriptures,  appli- 
cations of  IScriptures,  and  rules  of  interpretation  in  their 
own  language,  and  we  will  not  put  our  inferences  in  the 
place  of  their  own  statement  of  their  doctrines. 

We  think  we  hazard  nothing  in  saying  that  antimillena- 
rians  have  not  yet  done  this. 

Furthermore  there  has  been  manifested  an  unwillingness 
to  be  drawn  into  an  open  and  friendly  discussion  with  mil- 
leparians.  The  method  of  opposition  has  been  to  avoid 
controversy  through  the  press,  and  to  bring  into  requisition 
a  private  influence  which  large  majorities  always  have  at 
their  command,  by  which  it  is  hoped  that  the  doctrine  will 
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be  held  in  check  so  securely,  that  it  will  spread  no  fnrther. 
There  are  no  replies  to  articles  written  by  millenarians, 
even  when  a  reply  has  been  furnished  once  and  again. 
Why  this  singular  procedure?  Is  it  because  of  an  unwill- 
ingness to  enter  into  controversy  with  brethren?  There 
are  facts  which  show  that  this  supposition  is  groundless,  and 
facts,  too,  which  clearly  indicate  that  courage  is  not  always 
with  the  largest  company,  and  that  sometimes  one,  even  a 
feeble  one,  may  chase  a  thousand,  and  two  put  ten  thousand 
to  i^ight 

There  is  a  proverbial  saying  that  there  are  no  general 
rules  without  some  exceptions.  And  certainly  there  may 
be  many  and  forcible  reasons  why  millenarianism  should 
not  be  openly  opposed,  that  an  attempt  should  not  be  made 
to  show  that  it  is  a  false  doctrine.  No  one  can  doubt  that 
we  should  exercise  prudence  in  all  our  actions ;  and  we  ap- 
prehend that  it  would  be  manifestly  imprudent  to  engage  in 
a  discussion  with  millenarians  to  prove  the  doctrine  by 
which  they  are  distinguished,  unscriptural  and  absurd.  The 
following  suggestions  will,  we  trust,  show  the  propriety  of 
what  we  here  state  in  respect  to  our  opponents. 

L  The  proof  of  the  truth  of  a  divinely  constituted  church 
is  identified  with  that  of  the  doctrine  of  millenarianism. 

Our  qpponents  would  not  wish  to  pursue  a  course  which 
would  have  a  tendency  to  weaken  in  the  minds  of  the  Chris- 
tian community,  the  conviction  that  there  is  a  divinely  con- 
stituted church,  built  upon  the  apostles  and  prophet3,  Jesus 
Christ  himself  being  the  chief  comer-stone.  We  think  we 
know  that  they  love  the  church,  and  that  it  is  more  precious 
to  them  than  every  earthly  thing,  yea  than  their  own  life. 
Why,  then,  should  they  not  hesitate  to  enter  into  a  contro- 
versy in  which,  to  maintain  their  position,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  say  many  things  which  would  as  certainly  prove  the 
church  to  be  a  human  institution,  as  they  would  successfully 
controvert  the  positions  of  their  opponents  7  A  victory  under 
such  circumstances  would  be  a  most  deplorable  ruin. 

The  church  of  Christ  is  composed  of  persons  who  are 
bound  together  by  a  common  &ith,  and  who  acknowledflop 
him  as  their  head,  and  each  other  as  brethren.  It  is  not 
constituted  by  the  mere  act  of  association,  but  the  associa- 
tion is  the  appropriate  result  of  a  true  unity  anterior  to  any 
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external  organization.  It  is  built  not  upon  ^trftu,  as  the 
Catholics  would  have  it,  but  upon  »tT^;  and  consequently 
has  an  immovable  faith  for  its  foundation,  as  the  symbol 
would  indicate,  and  not  a  changeable  man,  who  is  appro- 
priately represented  by  ^-tr^^j,  a  movable  rock,  a  boulder. 

Since,  therefore,  the  church  is  constituted  by  being  united 
by  a  common  faith,  which  recognises  Christ  as  the  saviour, 
priest,  and  king,  there  must,  of  necessity,  be  certain  truths 
or  facts  which  are  objects  of  faith,  and  which  relate  to  Christ 
and  his  work  as  the  Saviour. 

Yea  more,  there  must  be  elements  in  the  doctrine  of  Christ 
which  are  essential  to  it,  and  cannot  be  separated  from  it 
There  is  a  faith  which  was  taught  by  apostles  and  prophets,, 
and  which  is  a  bond  of  union  among  the  disciples  of  Christ;- 
otherwise  we  have  no  evidence  that  he  has  constituted  a 
church.-  Indeed  the  Scriptures  teach  that  all  who  have  the 
true  faith  are,  like  Abraham's  seed,  heirs  according  to  the 
promise — that  they  belong  to  the  general  assembly  of  the 
first  bom.  A  belief  in  the  true  faith,  then,  constitutes  a 
person  a  member  of  the  true  church.  And  as  the  visible 
church  is  the  external  or  formal  organization  of  true  be- 
lievers or  members  of  the  true  church,  that  organization 
must  necessarily  recognise  the  faith  by  which  its  members 
are  united.  And  if  the  organization  is  of  divine  authority, 
much  more  is  the  faith  on  which  it  rests  from  God.  And* 
if  the  latter  be  not  of  God,  then  it  would  follow  that  the 
former  has  not  his  sanction. 

The  first  churches  were  constituted  or  organized  by  the 
apostles  of  our  Lord,  who  sent  them  forth  to  preach  the 
word.    As  many  as  believed  the  word  which  they  preached, 
on  being  baptized,  became  members  of  the  visible  body  of 
Christ,  the  church.    The  apostles  acted  under  the  express 
authority  of  the  Saviour,  who  assured  them  that  "whatever 
they  should  bind  on  earth,  should  be  bound  in  heaven,  and' 
whatsoever  they  should  loose  on  earth  should  be  loosed  in 
heaven."    In  doing  the  work  which  was  assigned  them,  they 
were  more  constantly  employed  in  preaching  the  truth,  a; 
belief  of  which  constitutes  a  person  a  disciple  of  Christ, . 
than  in  arranging  and  perfecting  any  particular  organization" 
of  believers  into  churches.     We  trust  this  will  be  readily 
conceded.    If  they  left  either  to  perfect  itself  or  shape  itself- 
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according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  it  is  certain 
that  they  did  not  leave  the  promulgation  of  the  doctrine  in 
this  unfinished  and  uncertain  state. 

What,  then,  was  the  faith  of  the  apostolic  churches  ?  It 
will  be  proper  to  remark  in  this  place,  that  we  do  not  con- 
tend  that  there  was  a  perfect  agreement  among  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  apostolic  churches  respecting  every  article  of 
religious  doctrine.  We  know  that  disputes  and  even  dis- 
sensions did  arise  respecting  many  subjects.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  many  erroneous  opinions  were  adopted  by 
individual  members  of  churches.  But  it  can  hardly  be 
supposed  that  the  members  of  all  the  churches  were  united 
in  receiving,  as  an  essential  element  of  the  true  ortho- 
dox faith,  an  absurd  superstition  conceived  by  worldly- 
minded  Jews  who  loved  the  pleasures  of  sense  more  than 
God.  Our  Saviour  said  to  his  disciples,  "  Every  plant  which 
my  heavenly  Father  hath  not  planted  shall  be  rooted  up." 
And  certainly  neither  did  he  nor  his  apostles  spare  the  per- 
nicious traditions  with  which  the  Jews  attempted  to  encum- 
ber the  true  faith.  It  was  a  part  of  the  work  of  the  apostles 
to  separate  the  truth  from  the  errors  of  the  Jews.  And  we 
must  not  suppose  that  they  did  their  work  deceitfully  or  only 
partially.  What  remained  in  the  churches  and  was  received 
in  all  of  them  as  a  part  of  the  revelation  which  God  gave  to 
man  by  prophets  and  apostles  and  by  his  Son  from  heaven, 
must  be  regarded  as  the  truth  of  God ;  else  we  should  find 
it  difficult  to  retain  in  our  minds  the  conviction  that,  the 
apostles  acted  under  the  divine  direction  in  the  institution  of 
the  churches.  , 

Should  it  be  urged  that  the  apostles  were  faithful  to  him 
who  appointed  them  to  their  office,  but  were  not  able  to  di^ 
suade  the  members  of  the  churches  from  a  long-cherished 
belief,  we  should  still  be  prepared  with  this  thought :  They 
were  appointed  to  their  work  by  a  Divine  Master,  who  pro- 
mised to  be  with  them  in  their  work,  and  who  further  pro- 
mised them  the  assistance  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Had  it  not 
been  for  the  divine  power  which  accompanied  their  labors, 
they  would  have  planted  and  watered  in  vain.  Yea,  they 
would  have  spent  their  strength  for  naught  The  work  which 
they  were  commissioned  to  do  was  done,  not  by  their  own 
power,  bilt  by  the  power  of  God.    And  if  through  the  divine 
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power  a  church  was  formed,  based  upon  a  revealed  faith, 
we  should  find  it  difficult  to  persuade  ourselves  that  that 
power  succeeded  in  securing  a  belief  of  that  which  is  true 
and  a  rejection  of  that  which  is  false,  in  respect  to  some  parts 
of  the  creed  of  the  churches,  while  some  erroneous  notions 
had  so  firmly  possessed  the  minds  of  all  that  they  could  not 
be  rooted  out 

It  is  a  clearly  established  fact  that  the  apostolic  churches 
were  millenarian  in  respect  to  the  reign  of  Christ  on  earth 
with  the  saints.  There  is  undoubted  evidence  of  this  fact. 
According  to  Justin  Martyr,  all  right  thinking  or  orthodox 
Christians  received  the  doctrine.  And  certainly  he  was 
competent  to  testify  respecting  what  was  believed  in  the 
time  of  the  apostles.  And  with  his  statements  the  whole 
history  of  the  church,  in  its  first  days,  coincided.  There  are 
three  facts  here  to  be  noted : 

1.  The  entire  orthodox  church  was  united  in  receiving 
the  doctrine. 

2.  Christians  believed  that  it  was  taught  by  prophets  and 
apostles. 

8.  A  person  was  not  regarded  as  a  right-thinking  Chris* 
tian  who  did  not  receive  it. 

How  could  such  a  fact  have  existed  in  divinely-constituted 
churches,  unless  the  doctrine  were  itself  a  part  of  that  system 
of  revealed  truth  upon  which  the  church  was  built?  The 
apostles  must  have  known  what  the  members  of  the  churches 
did  believe  on  the  subject.  They  must  have  known  that  it 
was  supposed  that  it  had  been  taught  by  the  prophets. 
They  must  have  known  that  it  was  made  a  test  of  ortho- 
doxy. Is  it  to^be  supposed  that  they  would  have  suffered 
a  Jewish  fable  to  obtain  such  a  place  in  the  creed  of  the 
churches?  If  we  search  the  Scriptures,  we  are  not  able 
to  find  one  instance  in  which  Christ  or  his  apostles  spoke  a 
word  agaiiist  the  doctrine  in  question.  And  more  than  this, 
it  cannot,  we  think,  be  denied  that,  in  many  instances,  they 
used  language  which  implies  that  they  themselves  believed 
it.  We  do  not  know  what  others  may  think,  but  we  must 
say  that  we  cannot  conceive  it  possible  that  the  churches 
should  have  given  the  doctrine  of  the  personal  reign  of 
Christ  so  much  prominence  in  their  religious  creed  as  they 
did  give  it|  without  apostolic  authority.    If  so,  the  churches 
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were  planted  partly  by  the  apostles  and  partly  by  some  other 
teachers ;  and  were  constituted  in  part  by  divine  authority 
and  in  part  by  human  folly,  or  were  wholly  of  a  human 
origin. 

If  millenarianism  were  not  taught  to  the  churches  by 
divine  teachers,  who  did  communicate  it  to  them  ? 

It  may  be  said  that  it  was  taught  by  Jewish  converts 
who  were  disposed  to  engraft  upon  the  churches  many  Jew- 
ish ceremonies  and  traditions. 

We  know  very  well  that  Jewish  converts  were  very  much 
under  the  influence  of  early  associations  and  prejudices^  and 
were  encouraged  by  pretended  teachers,  who  would  pervert 
the  gospel.  But  the  apostles  of  our  Lord  neither  encouraged 
those  false  notions,  nor  spared  the  corrupt  teachers.  The 
'  apostle  Paul  said,  "But  though  we,  or  an  angel  from  heaven, 
preach  any  other  gospel  unto  you  than  that  which  we  have 
preached  unto  you,  let  him  be  accursed.  As  we  said  before, 
BO  say  I  now  again.  If  any  man  preach  any  other  gospel  unto 
you  than  that  ye  have  received,  let  him  be  accursed."  Let 
it  be  noted  here,  that  in  rebuking  the  Judaizing  teachers, 
the  apostle  brings  out  the  fact  that  the  same  doctrines  which 
he  with  other  Apostles  had  preached,  had  been  received  by 
the  churches;  that  the  disciples  who  had  been  brought 
to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth  did  receive  the  doctrines  that 
were  taught  by  them.  If  some  were  led  away,  and  finally 
were  organized  as  heretical  sects,  the  orthodox  church 
nevertheless  remained  steadfast  in  the  "  faith  once  delivered 
to  the  saints." 

But  admitting  that  the  Jews,  biased  by  former  prejudices 
and  national  sympathies,  followed  false  teachers  rather  than 
the  apostles  of  Christ,  from  whom  did  the  Gentile  converts 
obtain  the  doctrine  of  the  personal  reign  of  Christ  with  the 
risen  saints?  They  certainly  had  no  old  prejudices  to  lead 
them  into  it;  but  on  the  contrary,  the  doctrine  of  the  resur- 
rection itself  was  opposed  to  their  philosophical  pride,  and 
they  received  it  only  from  a  divine  revelation.  Did  they 
imbibe  the  notion  from  the  Jewish  portion  of  the  church? 
The  Gentile  part  of  the  church  were  very  far  from  receiving 
readily  anything  which  was  essentially  Jewish.  Indeed,  the 
differences  which  arose  between  Jews  and  Gentiles  growing 
out  of  former  habits  and  opinions,  go  very  far  to  prove  that 
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those  doctrines  which  were  universally  received  must  have 
been  delivered  to  them  by  divine  authority. 

K  the  churches  planted  by  the  apostles  were  united  in  the 
conviction  of  the  truth  of  a  particular  doctrine,  and  also  in 
the  opinion  that  it  had  been  taught  by  the  apostles  them- 
selves, and  all  the  prophets  since  the  world  began,  which, 
instead  of  being  a  doctrine  of  Christ,  was  a  gross  error,  fabri- 
cated by  the  worldly  mind  at  the  instigation  of  the  devil, 
we  cannot  be  assured  that  they,  in  a  right  manner,  received 
any  part  of  the  Christian  system,  and,  consequently,  the 
question  of  their  divine  institution  would  be  left  in  doubt. 
For  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  divine  institution  of 
the  churches  involves  their  being  rooted  and  grounded  in 
the  &ith  as  much  as  a  correct  organization  as  an  associated 
company. 

An  effort  to  make  it  appear  that  the  apostolic  churches 
were  instituted  by  divine  authority,  while  they  all  received, 
without  hesitation  or  doubt,  the  doctrine  of  millenarians, 
even  on  the  supposition  that  that  is  a  false  doctrine,  would 
be  attended  with  consequences  which  all  persons  who  love 
the  doctrines  of  grace  would  wish  to  avoid.  If  the  institution 
of  the  churches  were  left  by  the  apostles  in  an  imperfect  or 
unfinished  state,  some  provision  must  have  been  made  for 
completing  the  work  which  they  began,  or  else  it  was  the 
design  of  Christ  that  it  should  be  but  partially  accomplished; 
that  his  disciples  should  never  be  able  to  arrive  at  a  certain 
knowledge  of  truth.  If  additions  and  corrections  were  to  be 
made,  in  what  manner  were  they  to  be  accomplished?  The 
most  natural  solution  of  this  difficulty  would  be  to  suppose 
that  there  is  a  succession,  in  the  apostolic  office,  of  inspired 
men,  so  that,  in  successive  generations,  the  truth  of  God  is 
revealed  as  men  are  able  to  receive  it.  This  doctrine  would 
be  very  agreeable  to  Eomanists.  And,  indeed,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  conceive  how  errors  allowed  by  inspired  apostles 
could  be  eradicated,  or  imperfect  truths  not  revealed  by  them 
communicated  to  the  churches,  unless  by  men  of  at  least  equal 
authority.  Shall  the  difficulty  be  solved  in  this  way  ?  Our 
opponents  would  not  wish  to  turn  advocates  of  the  preten- 
sions of  the  church  of  Rome.  And  besides,  the  difficulty 
could  not  be  removed  in  this  way ;  for  if  a  pernicious  error 
was  taught,  or  suffered  to  be  made  an  essential  element  in 
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the  Christian  fidth,  by  the  first  persons  of  the  apostolic  order, 
we  could  never  know  whether  the  received  standards  of  the 
church  were  according  to  truth  or  not. 

But  perhaps  it  may  be  urged  that  the'  provision  for  per- 
fecting the  constitution  of  the  church  is  not  in  any  particular 
order  of  men,  but  in  the  whole  body  of  believers.  We  have 
in  this  supposition  the  poison  of  Bomanism.  The  advocates 
of  the  papal  authority  were  never  able  to  agree  in  respect 
to  the  question  where  the  infallibility  of  the  church  rests, 
whether  with  the  pope,  or  with  the  pope  and  cardinals,  or 
with  councils.  The  error  is  not  in  placing  the  infallibility 
in  the  wrong  place,  but  in  making  uninspired  men  infallible, 
and  of  equal  or  even  greater  authority  in  the  church  than  the 
apostles  of  our  Lord.  Those  do  this  who  assume  that  the 
work  of  the  apostles  was  to  be  completed,  corrected,  and 
perfected  by  persons  comprising  the  church  in  succeeding 
generations.  It  is  perfectly  absurd  to  suppose  that  Origen 
could  in  his  day  more  clearly  understand  the  divine  will 
and  place  the  church  on  a  better  foundation,  without  a  reve- 
lation, than  the  apostles  of  our  Lord  could  with  one.  And 
it  were  equally  absurd  to  presume  the  same  respecting  any 
persons  or  any  number  of  persons  in  any  age. 

There  is  an  opinion  which  is  making  much  progress  at 
the  present  time,  which  seems  to  have  sprung  up  with  the 
idea  of  the  surpassing  superiority  of  the  men  of  the  present 
century,  to  any  who  have  lived  before  us.  It  may  be  said 
to  have  its  religious  and  its  atheistic  form,  and  attempts  have 
been  made  to  accommodate  Christianity  to  it.  It  is  this;  the 
world  or  earth,  with  its  inhabitants,  from  a  principle  of  de- 
velopment, or  growth,  or  progress  toward^^  perfection,  is  con- 
tinually assuming  new  and  more  perfect  forms,  and  advanc- 
ing to  a  higher  and  more  desirable  state ;  and  this  is  a  law 
of  matter  and  of  animated  beings,  and  especially  of  man. 
This  theory  places  the  creative  power  in  matter  itself,  and, 
divested  of  all  deceitful  names,  is  Pantheism.  Those  who 
would  accommodate  Christianity  to  this  mode  of  philosophiz- 
ing, suppose  that  Christianity  is  like  leaven  cast  into  the 
mass  of  humanity,  and  by  its  operation  is  assimilating  the 
world  to  itself,  and  consequently  is  in  every  successive 
generation  presenting  a  purer  feith,  and  a  more  perfect  or- 
ganization of  the  brotherhood  in  a  visible  form  or  church. 
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The  atheistic  and  Christian  philosophers,  who  speculate 
after  this  manner,  are  so  nearly  allied  to  each  other,  that  it 
were  difficult  to  distinguish  between  them.  Not  many  years 
since  we  heard  a  lecture  from  a  clergyman  of  distinction  in 
the  class  to  which  he  belongs.  His  subject  was  conservatism 
and  progression ;  and  he  boldly  advocated  the  notion  that 
what  was  true  to  one  age  was  not  true  to  another ;  that  the 
truth  to  one  age  was  to  the  truth  of  the  next  succeeding 
age  as  the  shell  is  to  the  chicken.  According  to  this  theory 
there  is  no  established  truth,  and  indeed  nothing  true,  for  at 
the  moment  'when  truth  should  really  be  truth,  it  is  anti- 
quated and  gives  place  to  something  else  which  appears  as  if 
it  would  become  truth,  but  which,  like  its  predecessor,  turns 
out  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  shell.  Thus  the  world  goes 
on  ever  learning,  yet  never  able  to  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth,  simply  because  there  is  no  truth  to  be  learnt 
Will  our  opponents  attempt  to  explain  by  the  operation  of 
this  law  of  progress,  how  it  was  that  the  error  or  heresy  of 
millenarianism  was  allowed  in  the  apostolic  churches,  but 
was  exploded  and  found  to  be  a  miserable  Jewish  conceit  in 
after  generations  ?  We  trust  that  our  orthodox  opponents 
would  not  wish  to  wield  such  a  dangerous  weapon  against 
us  and  the  doctrine  we  advocate.  They  would  sooner  be 
associated  with  some  millenarians,  though  somewhat  de- 
luded, than  see  the  foundations  destroyed.  It  is,  therefore, 
prudent  to  let  us  alone,  lest,  in  their  effort  to  prove  us  in 
error,  they  should  offend  against  the  generation  of  the  chil- 
dren of  God. 

And  besides,  it  would  be  rather  difficult  to  show  that 
there  has  been  a  gradual  improvement  in  divinfe  knowledge 
and  piety,  or  even  in  anything  which  essentially  belongs  to 
humanity.  There  have  been  improvements  in  science  and 
in  the  arts.  Books  have  been  greatly  multiplied,  and  the 
facilities  for  acquiring  knowledge  increased.  But  when 
pressed  to  tell  wherein,  physically,  intellectually,  or  morally, 
the  race  has  improved,  it  would  be  difficult  to  give  a  satis- 
fiwstory  answer.  The  human  frame  is  not  now  stronger, 
larger,  more  athletic,  than  it  was  in  the  days  of  David  and 
Saul,  or  in  the  last  days  of  Greece  and  Bome.  The  human 
mind  is  not  more  capacious,  more  vigorous,  now,  than  when 
Homer,  Socrates,  Plato,  Job,  Isaiah,  and  Daniel  lived.    And 
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there  is  not  a  better  state  of  morals  in  England  now  than 
there  was  in  the  time  of  Cromwell,  nor  in  this  country  than 
there  was  during  the  first  century  of  its  existence, — nor  in 
the  islands  that  have  been  recently  Christianized,  than  there 
was  ten  years  ago.  It  is  presumed  it  will  not  be  denied 
that  in  the  Society  Islands  and  even  in  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
the  morals  of  the  natives  are  rapidly  deteriorating.  It  could 
not  be  easily  shown  that  there  was  an  increase  of  piety  and 
divine  knowledge  in  the  church  from  the  first  or  second 
century  to  th^  fourteenth. 

There  has  been  a  partial  reform  in  some  countries  since 
that  period.  But  no  one  will  pretend  that  in  France,  or 
Germany,  or  Switzerland,  or  Scotland,  or  even  in  England, 
there  has  been  any  improvement  in  theological  know- 
ledge and  true  devotion  to  Christ,  since  the  age  which  im- 
mediately succeeded  the  reformation.  We  say  no  one.  We 
mean  no  Orthodox  man,  for  it  is  presumed  that  Unitarians, 
Universalists,  and  Arminians  and  Pelagians,  will  not  admit 
what  is  here  affirmed.  Let  us  compare  the  extreme  parts 
of  the  Christian  period — the  first  with  the  last — the  refor- 
mation in  the  time  of  the  apostles  with  the  reformation  in 
the  time  of  Calvin,  Luther,  Zwingle,  and  those  who  followed 
them,  down  to  the  present  time.  Will  any  one  pretend 
that  the  reformed  churches  were  equal  to  apostolic  churches 
in  divine  knowledge,  in  fervent  and  consistent  piety,  in 
being  separated  from  the  world,  and  in  a  hearty  and  cheer- 
ful devotion  to  Christ  ?  Are  Christians  more  liberal  now 
than  then  ?  Do  they  more  cheerfully  give  of  their  abun- 
dance than  early  Christians  did  out  of  their  extreme  po- 
verty ?  Is  there  a  more  earnest,  more  pur?,  more  self-deny- 
ing, missionary  spirit  in  the  English  or  American  churches 
than  there  was  in  the  first  Christian  churches  ?  Indeed  it 
would  be  difficult  to  tell  where  the  much  boasted  progress 
is  to  be  found. 

II.  The  proof  of  the  authenticity  of  the  Scriptures,  and  of 
the  change  of  the  Sabbath  from  the  seventh  to  the  first  day 
of  the  week,  as  it  is  usually  presented  by  orthodox  Chris- 
tians, involves  the  truth  of  millenarianism. 

Who  wrote  the  books  comprised  in  the  New  Testament  ? 
In  some  of  the  books  the  author's  name  is  given,  or  some 
allusions  are  made  by  the  author  to  himself,  by  which  it  is 
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easy  to  determine  who  he  was.  Bat  it  would  be  objected 
by  those  who  deny  that  the  sacred  books  were  written  by 
the  persons  to  whom  they  are  generally  ascribed,  that  it 
would  be  very  easy  for  a  writer  to  attach  the  name  of  some 
other  person  to  his  book.  How,  then,  is  the  question  of 
authorship  determined  ?  It  is  determined  by  the  testimony 
of  the  early  fiithers  of  the  church,  in  connexion  with  such 
internal  evidence  as  is  furnished  by  the  books  themselves. 

The  same  is  true  respecting  the  change  of  the  Sabbath 
fix>m  the  seventh  to  the  first  day  of  the  week ;  and  also  of 
the  rite  of  infant  baptism. 

We,  indeed,  learn  from  the  sacred  Scriptures  that  the 
Christian  churches  were  accustomed  to  assemble  on  the  first 
day  of  the  week  for  worship.  And  it  is  a  significant  fact 
that  our  Saviour,  after  his  resurrection,  was  accustomed  to 
show  himself  to  his  disciples  on  that  day.  But  neither  our 
Saviour  nor  his  inspired  apostles  gave  any  commandment 
which  is  left  on  recopd  respecting  the  change.  There  is, 
indeed,  allusion  to  the  custom  of  assembling  on  the  first 
day  of  the  week,  as  already  established,  while  the  apostles 
were  living.  But  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  any  hint  that 
the  Lord's  day  was  to  take  the  place  of  the  ancient  Sab- 
bath. Yet  the  argument  for  the  change  is  deemed  to  be 
good,  and  we  have  no  doubt  of  its  validity.  It  is  this :  The 
apostles  were  commissioned  and  duly  qualified  by  the  guid- 
ance of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  establish  churches  and  to  insti- 
tute customs,  and  to  make  known  the  will  of  God.  Churches 
formed  by  them,  and  acting  under  their  immediate  direction, 
did  assemble  for  worship  on  the  first  day  of  the  week.  This 
became  an  established  custom  of  the  church,  as  we  learn 
from  the  writings  of  the  fathers,  by  whom  we  are  informed 
that  the  churches  had  received  it  from  apostolic  iDstruction, 
that  it  was  the  will  of  God  that  the  Sabbath,  or  day  of  rest, 
should  be  transferred  to  the  first  day  of  the  week,  as  the 
Lord's  day. 

All  this  is  true  to  the  fullest  extent  respecting  the  doc- 
trine of  the  personal  reign  of  Christ  on  earth  with  his  saints. 
The  apostles  of  our  Lord  believed  in  the  doctrine,  certainly 
at  the  time  when,  at  his  ascension,  he  met  them  and  gave 
them  charge  respecting  their  future  labors.  In  his  conver- 
sation with  them  the  subject  came  up,  and  what  he  said 
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was  directly  calculated  to  confirm  them  in  their  belief  of  the 
doctrine ;  and  what  was  said  by  the  angels  respecting  the 
future  coming  of  Christ,  seems  expressly  to  have  been  de- 
signed to  give  them  assurance  of  the  truth  of  what  they 
had  believed,  even  though  contrary  to  their  expectation, — 
their  Lord  had  departed  from  them  into  heaven.  All  we 
find  in  the  writings  of  the  apostles  relating  to  the  subject 
seems,  at  least,  to  assume  millenarianism  as  an  established 
fact  of  revelation.  But  what  say  the  fathers  respecting  this 
subject  ?  They  aflSrm  in  the  most  positive  manner  that  this 
doctrine  was  received  as  true  by  the  orthodox  church ;  that 
they  were  taught  it  by  prophets  and  apostles,  and  they 
speak  of  it  as  a  fact  not  called  in  question. 

Since  these  are  facts,  which  cannot  be  successfully  contro- 
verted, those  who  deny  that  millenarianism  is  a  doctrine  of 
revelation,  must  admit  that  it  is  impossible  to  determine 
who.  were  the  authors  of  the  books  of  the  New  Testament, 
or  to  prove  that  the  Sabbath  was  transferred  from  the  seventh 
to  the  first  day  of  the  week,  or  .that  infant  baptism  should 
be  practised  in  the  churches.  We  say,  therefore,  that  it 
would  not  be  prudent  for  our  orthodox  opponents  to  assail 
our  doctrine  openly. 

It  may  be  said  the  sacred  Scriptures  are  the  only  rule  of 
faith  and  practice,  and  we  should  not  be  influenced  in  our 
interpretation  of  them  by  the  opinions  and  practices  of  even 
apostolic  churches.  We  answer  that  we  would  be  willing 
to  rest  the  proof  of  the  truth  of  millenarianism  on  the  plain 
and  obvious  declarations  of  Scripture,  even  if  we  knew  no- 
thing what  the  early  Christians  believed  respecting  it.  But 
yet,  we  think  that  there  is  a  propriety  in  our  alluding  to 
the  creed  of  the  primitive  church.  •  An  attempt  has  been 
made  to  stigmatize  us  as  guilty  of  bringing  in  a  new  doc- 
trine, and  it  is  insinuated  that  we  are  heretical.  On  the 
other  hand,  millenarians  are  conservative  .almost  to  a  man. 
They  seem  to  have,  as  it  were,  a  constitutional  horror  of 
new  things,  or  even  the  appearance  of  departure  from  the 
old  path,  "the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints,"  against 
which  the  gates  of  hell  have  not  prevailed,  and  which,  as  a 
pure  stream,  has  retained  its  purity,  though  the  mud  and 
filth  of  Popery  and  Origenism  has  been  on  either  bank.  It 
is   perfectly  natural  that  we  should  be  a  little  sensitive, 
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therefore,  and  that  we  should  wish  to  show  that  our  faith 
was  the  fidth  of  the  church  in  its  best  days. 

In  respect  to  this  subject,  we  should  carefully  distinguish 
between  what  was  received  from  divine  authority  by  the 
apostolic  churches,  and  what  subsequently  came  into  them 
by  the  gradual  operation  of  the  corrupt  philosophy  of  Pa- 
gans, and  the  cravings  of  an  ungodly  ambition  and  sensu- 
ality,— ^between  an  article  of  faith  universally  adopted  and 
made  a  test  of  orthodoxy,  and  the  individual  opinion  of  any 
number  of  professed  Christians, — between  a  statement  of 
fiewt,  and  the  individual  opinion  of  a  teacher  or  writer, — 
between  a  concurrence  of  the  opinions  of  the  fathers  and  the 
obvious  meaning  of  Scripture,  and  the  absolute  authority  of 
the  creed  of  the  first  churches,  independent  of  all  considera- 
tions drawn  from  the  sacred  writings.  But  if  we  are  in  no 
manner  to  be  influenced  by  the  opinions  of  the  fethers,  and 
if  the  universal  adoption  by  the  churches,  under  the  care  of 
the  apostles,  of  a  doctrine,  should  have  no  influence  with^  us 
in  determining  what  is  taught  in  Scripture,  be  it  so ;  mille- 
narians  can  do  without  such  aid ;  but  let  it  be  remembered 
that  to  deny  the  force  of  the  argument  drawn  from  the  undi- 
vided opinion  of  the  churches  in  their  best  days  in  favor  of 
millenarianism  would  be  equivalent  to  an  assertion  that  the 
authenticity  of  the  Scriptures,  and  the  change  of  the  Sabbath 
from  the  seventh  to  the  first  day  of  the  week,  and  infant 
baptism,  cannot  be  determined  or  proved.  We,  therefore, 
suggest  that  opposition  on  the  part  of  orthodox  Christians 
would  not  be  prudent.  The  authenticity  of  the  Scriptures 
is  connected  intimately  with  their  credibility.  And  certainly 
our  opponents  would  not  have  their  faith  shaken  respecting 
the  plenary  inspiration  of  the  Scriptures.  They  love  the 
Sabbath,  the  Lord's  day,  and  would  by  no  means  have  it 
regarded  as  a  human  institution.  And  very  many  would 
believe  that  they  may  bring  their  infant  children  to  Christ 
in  the  solemn  rite  of  baptism,  and  that  he  accepts  the  ofiering. 

TTT.  Orthodox  Christians,  by  opposing  millenarianism, 
place  themselves  in  the  awkward  position  of  supporting  not 
only  a  new  and  strange  doctrine,  but  a  doctrine  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  &ith  of  the  early  churches,  and  associate 
themselves  with  the  most  hurtful  theorists,  who  have  intro- 
duced the  most  dangerous  errors  into  the  church.    It  will 
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not  be  necessary  to  prove  the  first  part  of  this  proposition, 
for  we  trust  that  it  will  be  admitted  that  apostolic  churches 
were  millenarian,  and  that  opposition  to  this  doctrine  did 
not  commence  until  two  centuries  after  the  first  churches 
were  planted.      But  why  need    orthodox    Christians    be 
troubled  about  upholding  a  new  doctrine,  and  one  which  is 
in  opposition  to  the  feith  of  the  church  in  its  best  days  ? 
Orthodoxy  assumes  that  there  was  a  "  faith  once  delivered 
to  the  saints ;"  that  the  faith  of  the  church  is  ever  the  same, 
and  is  not  a  thibg  which  accommodates  itself  to  the  fancies 
of  men  in  every  age.    Orthodoxy  does  not  readily  admit  a 
companionship  with  the  notion  that  Christian  doctrines,  as 
taught  by  the  Saviour  and  his  apostles,  were  partially  true 
and  partially  erroneous;  that  these  teachers  were  but  the 
exponents  of  their  age,  an  age  much  inferior  to  our  own ;  that 
the  only  churches  established  by  inspired  men  held  a  con- 
fused jargon  of  error,  in  which  some  truth  was  intertmingled, 
yet. in  such  proportions  that  the  darkness  prevailed  over  the 
light,  so  that  the  former  was  so  thick  that  it  could  be  felt, 
while  the  latter  was  so  faint  and  so  flickering  that  it  were 
difficult  to  determine  whether  it  were  a  light  or  not;  that 
Theodore  Parker  is  as  much  a  Saviour  in  his  day  as  Jesus 
of  Nazareth  was  in  his,  and  that  the  other  pretended  reform- 
ers of  the  present  age  are  as  much  superior  to  prophets  and 
apostles  as  they  assume  to  be. 

Orthodoxy  assumes  that  the  doctrines  of  Christ  were  fixed 
and  unalterable,  and  were  delivered  to  the  first  churches  in 
a  pure  form ;  that  the  word  of  God  is  light  and  not  dark- 
ness ;  and  that  the  disoiples  of  Christ,  in  the  earliest  history 
of  the  church,  were  as  truly  the  children  of  the  light  and  of 
the  day  as  any  who  have  ever  professed  to  be  the  followers 
of  Jesus.  In  a  word,  orthodoxy  repels  innovations  upon  the 
ancient  faith  of  the  church. 

Further  than  this,  orthodox  Christians  would  say  that  if 
new  light  is  to  be  derived  from  the  Scriptures,  it  will  not 
prove  that  the  early  Christians  walked  in  darkness;  that 
nothing  has  been  established  as  a  revealed  fact  They  are 
jealous,  and  should  be  jealous  of  new  doctrines  which  do  not 
harmonize  with  the  former  undisputed  creed  of  the  church. 
They  do  not,  therefore,  prudently  oppose  millenarianism,  for 
opposition  to  it  was  a  new  doctrine,  and  came  in  with  other 
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notions  tliat  are  extremely  heretical.  And  it  is  a  remarka- 
ble fiwt,  that  while  the  doctrine  of  the  personal  reign  of  Christ 
with  his  saints  on  earth  has  strong  sympathies  with  the  doc- 
trines of  grace,  and  seems  to  be  inseparable  from  them ;  op- 
position to  it  fraternizes  with  a  love  of  change,  with  an  ever 
varying  creed,  a  boasted  progress  of  theological  knowledge 
and  universal  salvation,  and  those  views  respecting  the  dig- 
nity of  human  nature  started  by  Pelagius,  maintained  by 
Socinus,  perfected  by  modern  Unitarians,  and  sublimated 
by  Theodore  Parker. 

When  the  attention  of  the  churches  was  first  directed  to 
the  ancient  doctrine  concerning  the  millennium,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  ridicule  it  as  an  offshoot  from  Millerism,  and 
by  associating  its  advocates  with  persons  who  have  mani- 
fested a  greater  degree  of  fanaticism  than  of  sound  theologi- 
cal knowledge.  But  this  attempt  was  unfortunate,  inasmuch 
as  it  resulted  in  calling  forth  the  history  of  millenarianism 
and  the  opposition  which  has  been  made  against  it.  History 
shows  that  the  advocates  of  the  doctrine  have  been  among  the 
best  men  of  the  best  periods  of  the  church,  whereas  opposi- 
tion to  it  originated  with  one  who  may  be  regarded  as  the 
fisither  of  Universalism,  and  the  originator  of  that  method  of 
interpretation  which  has  been  the  chief  support  of  almost,  if 
not  quite,  all  the  heresies  of  modern  times.  History  further- 
more shows  that  the  most  active  opponents  of  the  doctrine 
have  usually  been  men  who  have  been  distinguished  rather 
for  their  unsoundness  in  the  faith  than  for  their  orthodoxy. 
Neither  is  this  to  be  regarded  as  a  strange  occurrence ;  for 
as  we  shall  see,  the  same  method  of  interpretation  by  which 
millenarianism  is  opposed  supports  heresy. 

IV.  Christ  will  certainly  reign  on  earth  with  his  saints,  if 
the  principles  of  interpretation  are  correct,  by  an  application 
of  which  to  the  sacred  Scriptures  the  orthodox  have  success- 
fully maintained  their  positions  against  every  form  of  oppo- 
sition. 

There  is  no  ambiguity  in  the  Bible.  By  a  right  applica- 
tion of  the  laws  of  language  in  interpreting  it,  all  will  arrive 
at  substantially  the  same  conclusions.  If  the  methods  of 
interpreting  language  adopted  by  the  orthodox  be  correct, 
then  their  doctrines  are  true,  and  every  professed  scholar 
will  admit  that  they  are. 
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Orthodox  interpretations  involve  these  principles,  viz: 

1.  Man  has  not  obtained,  nor  has  he  powers  of  mind  bj 
which  he  will  attain,  a  correct  theology  without  a  revelation 
from  God  given  in  human  language. 

2.  The  mind  is  so  constituted  that  we  are  able  clearly  to 
understand  the  terms  of  a  proposition,  and  comprehend  what 
is  announced  in  human  language,  though  we  are  utterly 
unable  to  discover  the  reasons  or  grounds  of  it 

S.  Inasmuch  as  our  minds  are  blinded  by  sin,  so  that  we 
are  induced  to  put  light  for  darkness  and  darkness  for  light, 
while  our  powers  of  understanding  language  remain, — if  not 
unimpaired,  yet  entire, — it  is  absurd  to  subject  the  laws  of 
language  to  the  dominant  control  of  philosophy  or  specula- 
tive theology,  while  interpreting  those  communications  by 
which  God  would  lead  us  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth. 

4.  The  language  of  Scripture  is  to  be  interpreted  accord- 
ing to  established  laws  which  are  within  us,  and  by  which 
we  are  made  capable  of  communicating  or  receiving  know- 
ledge by  means  of  speech  or  human  language;  and  we 
should  never  admit  a  forced  construction  which,  while  it 
utterly  disregards  these  laws,  gives  a  meaning  for  which  no 
substantial  reason  can  be  assigned 

5.  If  we  are  not  guided  by  true  rules  of  interpretation,  the 
word  of  God  will  be  to  us  contradictory,  unintelligible, 
always  uncertain,  and,  consequently,  useless,  and  we  shall 
still  wander  in  all  the  dark  and  deceitful  imaginings  of  a 
depraved  heart  and  absurd  mind. 

The  orthodox  urge  upon  their  opponents  that  so  long  as  it 
is  admitted  that  the  Bible  is  the  word  of  God,  it  should  be 
regarded  as  the  only  sure  rule  of  faith ;  and  that  it  is  mani- 
festly improper  to  subject  the  interpretation  of  it  to  the  rul- 
ing power  of  what  the  depraved  mind  conceives  to  be  true 
philosophy  or  reason ;  and  so  long  as  they  stand  upon  this 
foundation,  they  are  not  shaken  by  the  storms  of  philosophy 
or  the  whirlwinds  of  fitnaticism.  By  the  same  method  of 
interpretation,  millenarianism  is  clearly  derived  from  the 
sacred  Scriptures;  and  should  our  opponents  succeed  in 
proving  that  we  are  in  error,  they  would  ruin  themselves  by 
destroying  their  hopes  of  future  blessedness.  By  the  rules 
of  language  by  which  the  doctrine  of  the  divinity  of  Christ 
is  proved  from  the  Bible,  his  future  personal  reign  on  earth 
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with  the  saints  is  established.  By  an  application  of  the 
same  laws  of  language  to  the  sacred  Scriptures,  they  teach 
with  great  force  the  resurrection  of  the  body  and  the  resur- 
rection of  the  saints  at  the  commencement  of  the  millennium,^ 
the  future  and  everlasting  punishment  of  wicked  men  when 
Christ  shall  appear  to  set  up  his  kingdom,  the  personality 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  reign  of  the  saints  on  earth  with 
Christ  during  the  thousand  years.  Millenarians  ask  for  no 
new  methods  of  interpretation,  neither  do  they  contend  for 
one  principle  of  language  for  historic,  and  another  for  pro- 
phetic, and  another  for  didactic  Scriptures.  They  believe 
the  laws  of  interpretation  are  inseparable  from  language  it 
self^  and  the  mind  when  seeking  to  understand  its  import ; 
otherwise,  the  words  of  an  author  would  be  as  senseless  as 
"  the  sounding  brass  or  tinkling  cymbal." 

Should  it  be  supposed  that  what  we  have  affirmed  under 
this  topic  could  not  be  verified,  it  will  be  necessary  to  refer 
only  to  a  few  passages  to  show  that  we  have  not  said  more 
than  the  truth  will  warrant.  The  Scriptures  teach  that 
Christ  will  come  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  and  often  speak  of 
his  appearing  to  set  up  his  kingdom  on  the  earth.  If  anti- 
millenarians  should  succeed  in  showing  that  these  passages 
refer  to  the  power  of  the  Lord  displayed  at  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem,  or  to  the  future  establishment  of  his  kingdom 
on  earth,  they  use  arguments  which  might  be  made  to  bear 
equally  well  against  the  personal  appearing  of  Christ  at  any 
future  time.  The  Scriptures  teach  that  Christ,  when  he  shall 
set  up  his  kingdom,  will  break  the  heathen  with  a  rod  of 
iron,  and  dash  them  in  pieces  like  a  potter's  vessel ;  that  he 
"  shall  consume  the  man  of  sin  with  the  spirit  of  his  mouth, 
and  destroy  with  the  brightness  of  his  coming."  If  these* 
and  like  Scriptures  mean  conversion  instead  of  destruction, 
80  that  the  greatest  blessing  is  indicated  by  language  which 
naturally  describes  the  most  extreme  ruin  and  woe,  why  may 
it  not  with  equal  propriety  be  supposed  that  when  the  Bible 
calls  Christ  God  it  teaches  that  he  is  man  ?  when  it  affirms- 
that  the  wicked  "shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punish- 
ment," and  that  they  shall  "  suflfer  the  vengeance  of  etemaT 
fire,"  the  meaning  is  that  they  shall  go  away  into  everlasting- 
blessedness,  and  that  they  shall  enjoy  the  fkvor  of  eternal- 
love  ?     Certainly,  when  language  is  made  to  signify  the  op* 
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posite  from  what  it  is  always  in  all  other  instances  made  to 
represent,  and  that,  too,  without  any  other  reason  than  to 
prevent  a  favorite  theory  from  being  disproved,  the  errorist 
and  heretic  may  usef  the  Scriptures  to  prove  their  dogmas 
with  as  much  success  as  the  orthodox  do  to  prove  what  they 
receive  for  truth.  We  think,  therefore,  that  it  would  not  be 
prudent  to  attempt  to  show  that  millenarians  reason  falsely 
or  put  a  wrong  construction  upon  the  Scriptures,  or  that 
their  principles  of  interpretation  are  vicious.  The  truth  of 
the  orthodox  creed  is  involved  in  this  question ;  and  may 
we  not  suppose  that^  because  this  is  understood,  our  oppo- 
nents are  exceedingly  unwilling  to  make  the  least  attempt  to 
show  that  the  rules  we  adopt  are  unsound?  Certainly  pru- 
dence forbids  it. 

V.  It  would  be  a  work  of  much  labor  and  difficulty  to 
attempt  the  disproval  of  millenarianism  in  a  fair  controversy 
with  ite  friends. 

In  a  theological  controversy,  those  whose  opinions  are 
supported  by  the  plain  and  obvious  sense  of  Scripture  have 
a  much  easier  task  than  their  opponents.  They  need  only 
to  quote  the  passages  which  refer  to  the  subject  under  consi- 
deration, and  the  conviction  instantly  possesses  the  mind  that 
their  doctrine  is  proved.  They  are  not  under  the  necessity 
of  making  out  a  long,  tedious,  metaphysical  argument,  so 
subtle  that  it  cannot  be  easily  understood.  They  need  only 
state  definitely  what  they  believe,  and  refer  to  Scripture  for 
proof.  This  is  a  short  and  easy  work,  and  the  doctrine,  with 
the  proof  of  it,  is  received  by  the  mind  from  the  same  point 
of  view. 

But  their  opponents, — who  must  derive  the  proof  of  their 
doctrines  from  the  Scriptures  by  inferences  which  are  so 
remote  from  the  particular  fact  taught  that  it  is  with  the 
utmost  difficulty  that  it  can  be  conceived  how  any  person 
could  ever  have  supposed  them  legitimate,  and  must  meet 
the  arguments  of  their  opponents  by  showing  that  the  ob- 
vious meaning  is  not  the  true  sense  of  the  passages  quoted, — 
have  a  long  and  difficult  work.  Moreover,  their  work  is  not 
only  arduous,  but  it  is  often  very  unsatisfactory.  "We  are  so 
constituted  that  we  very  unwillingly  concede  that  an  author 
says  exactly  the  contrary  to  that  which  we  naturally  suppose 
he  has  said,  when  taking  his  language  in  its  most  obvious 
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flense,  or  the  opposite  of  what  we  should  mean  should  we  use 
hi3  language.  Those,  therefore,  who  attempt  to  maintain  a 
position  contrary  to  the  obvious  meaning  of  Scripture  will 
often  find  that  their  arguments,  howeyer  ingenious,  are  far 
from  being  satisfactory. 

Such  would  be  the  work  of  those  who  should  oppose  mil- 
lenarians.  It  is  easy  to  say  that  Christ  will  appear  and 
destroy  the  man  of  sin  at  the  commencement  of  the  mil- 
lennium, for  the  Scripture  says — "  And  then  shall  that 
wicked  be  revealed  whom  the  Lord  shall  consume  with  the 
spirit  of  his  moutb,  and  shall  destroy  with  the  brightness  of 
his  coming."  But  it  would  be  a  long  work  to  show  that 
this  is  only  a  spiritual  coming,  and  the  conversion  of  men, 
and  not  a  destruction ;  or  that  Christ  will  destroy  the  man  of 
sin  at  his  appearing  after  the  millennium,  since  the  man  of 
sin  must  have  existed  and  have  been  destroyed  before  that 
period  will  commence.  It  is  easy  to  say  that  the  saints  will 
reign  on  the  earth,  for  the  Scriptures  expressly  teach  that 
they  will;  and  in  another  passage  it  is  said  '*  they  lived  and 
reigned  with  Christ  a  thousand  years."  But  it  were  a  long 
and  difficulty  and,  we  apprehend,  an  unsatisfactory  work,  to 
9how  that  here  is  no  allusion  to  the  saints  who  have  fallen 
asleep  in  Jesus,  but  that  pious  men  who  m\l  be  like  them  are 
designated.  By  these  examples  the  nature  of  the  work  of 
the  opponents  of  millenarians  is  indicated ;  and  here,  un- 
questionably, we  see  one  reason  why  millenarians  are  ready 
and  willing  to  meet  those  who  oppose  them  in  a  friendly 
discourse ;  and  also,  why  their  opponents  are  unwilling  to 
meet  fairly  the  subject  in  dispute.  We  must  commend  them 
for  their  prudence,  for  being  ourselves  **  constitutionally 
biased,''  i.  a.  naturally  averse,  with  the  rest  of  mankind,  to 
strenuous  exertion,  we  should  certainly  be  unwilling  to  un- 
dertake such  an  endless  and  unsatisfactory  work. 

YL  Should  the  attempt  be  made  to  refute  millenarianism 
in  a  fair  and  candid  manner,  very  many  persons  would 
ascertain  what  the  doctrine  is  which  is  so  offensive,  and 
might  be  led  to  embrace  it 

It  is  very  evident  that  only  a  few  persons  have  a  correct 
knowledge  of  the  distinctive  peculiarities  of  those  who  are 
denominated  millenarians.  They  may  have  seen  their  views 
caricatured ;  the  inferences  which  their  opponents  have  drawn 
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from  it  put  for  their  views  themselves.  They  msj  also  have 
seen  false  statements  respecting  the  principles  of  interpreta* 
lion  wliich  are  adopted  by  millenarians.  In  a  fair  discussion, 
in  which  a  knowledge  of  the  truth  is  the  object  to  be  attained, 
the  points  in  dispute  would  be  presented  together  with  the 
Scriptures  which  relate  to  them,  and  the  manner  of  inter- 
preting them  adopted  by  either  party  would  be  known  to 
all.  Under  such  circun^tances  many  persons  might  be 
&scinated  with  the  belief  that  Christ  will  certainly  come, 
and  will  put  an  end  to  the  reign  of  sin  and  Satan,  and  will 
raise  up  his  faithful  ones  to  sit  with  him  in  his  kingdom, 
and  participate  in  the  glories  of  that  period  which  they 
longed  for  and  prayed  might  come  while  they  were  in  the 
flesh.  Furthermore,  they  might  discover  that  millenarians 
do  not  seek  to  pervert  Scripture,  that  they  have  no  new 
modes  of  interpretation,  but  that  they  follow  the  same  laws 
of  language  which  the  orthodox  adopt  in  defending  the  doc- 
trines of  grace ;  whereas  their  opponents  use  the  same  law- 
lessness which  is  practised  by  the  defenders  of  the  most  rank 
heresies.  Many  might  discover  that  they  were  and  ever  had 
been  millenarians  since  they  became  Christians,  and  that  the 
reason  they  supposed  they  were  not  is,  that  they  have  mis- 
taken the  false  representations  of  millenarianism  for  the 
doctrine  itself. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  foresee  what  the  final  end  would 
be  if  any  oonsiderable  portion  of  the  church  should  become 
millenarian.  The  churches  have  been  exhorted  to  support 
benevolent  operations  in  order  that,  by  the  gradual  working 
of  causes  now  existing,  the  millennium  may  be  ushered  in« 
It  has  been  implied,  if  not  directly  taught,  that  all  that  is 
wanted  to  convert  the  world  is  money — the  requisite  funds. 
Should  the  churches  abandon  the  present  notion  that  the 
world  is  rapidly  improving  in  divine  knowledge  and  piety 
through  the  operation  of  associations  and  measures  which 
characterize  the  present  day,  and  become  convinced  that 
practical  infidelity  and  worldliness  are  becoming  more  and 
more  prevalent;  should  they  be  convinced  that  a  darker 
day  is  coming,  so  that  faith  will  hardly  be  found  on  the 
earth ;  it  is  feared  that  they  would  lose  their  courage,  and 
would  have  neither  the  resolution  nor  the  disposition  to  do 
anything  to  cause  the  gospel  to  be  preached  to  all  nations, 
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according  to  the  commandment  of  Christ.  Indeed,  it  has 
been  predicted  that  the  general  prevalence  of  the  doctrine 
of  the  personal  reign  of  Christ  with  his  saints  would  produce 
this  disastrous  result.  And  perhaps  it  might.  It  is  true 
that  the  first  Christians  were  not  affected  in  this  manner 
through  a  belief  of  it  In  no  period  in  the  history  of  the 
church  have  the  disciples  of  Christ  been  so  active  and  un- 
tiring in  their  efforts  to  cause  the  gospel  to  be  preached 
everywhere,  among  all  nations,  as  in  the  first  age,  when 
millenarianism  was  generally  received  as  an  essential  ele- 
ment of  the  Christian  faith.  Then  missionaries  went  among 
the  heathen,  whether  supported  by  the  churches  at  home  or 
not  Ministers  of  the  gospel  could  preach  with  or  without 
pecuniary  support ;  and  the  brotherhood  gave  freely  of  their 
substance  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  church,  and  no  man 
counted  what  he  possessed  as  his  own,  and  converts  multi- 
plied while  enemies  raged  and  persecuted  even  unto  death. 
But  then  the  early  Christians  were  not  such  men  as  those 
who  are  members  of  the  churches  in  these  days.  They  were 
ft  simple  and  childlike  race.  Why?  They  received  the  words 
erf  Christ  and  of  his  inspired  apostles  with  all  the  simplicity  of 
little  children.  They  were  persuaded  that  when  God  spoke 
he  was  to  be  believed ;  and  it  was  enough  for  them  to  know 
what  the  will  of  the  Lord  was;  and  it  was  not  necessary  to 
reconcile  what  he  said  with  their  reason  and  philosophy  be- 
fore they  would  be  influenced  by  it  And  since  they  knew 
that  Christ  had  commanded  his  disciples  to  go  into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  gospel  unto  every  creature,  the  belief 
that  a  dark  day  would  come,  that  the  man  of  sin  would 
arise  and  prevail  for  an  indefinite  time,  did  not  check  their 
ardor.  They  had  no  difficulties,  no  perplexities,  for  they 
trusted  in  Christ;  that  he  would  order  all  things  so  that 
he  himself  would  be  glorified.  But  now  men  have  become 
refined,  intelligent,  philosophical,  and  poetical.  They  must 
know  the  reasons,  the  whys  and  the  wherefores,  before  they 
will  receive  and  submit  to  the  commandments  of  God.  They 
will  not  admit  that  his  words  are  true  until  they  can  verify 
them  by  their  own  reason,  nor  yield  to  his  requirements 
until  they  can  discover  their  reasonableness.  And  they  are 
80  practical  that  they  will  not  do  anything  until  they  think 
they  can  see  what  use  the  Lord  will  make  of  their  labors.. 
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Perhaps  a  belief  in  millenarianism  would  suppress  the  efforts 
of  such  intelligent,  philosophical,  refined,  and  poetical  Chris- 
tians. How  disastrous,  then,  might  be  the  consequence  if 
it  should  spread  further  among  the  churches  I  Since  discus- 
sion would  have  a  tendency  to  lead  others  to  embrace  the 
dangerous  doctrine,  it  would  be  prudent  to  avoid  it.  And 
as  milleuarians,  though  few  in  number,  are  making  some  stir 
in  the  world,  and  some  check  must  be  put  to  their  influence, 
and  some  answer  must  be  given  to  those  who  inquire  about 
them  and  their  doctrine,  they  must  be  dealt  wisely  with. 

Undoubtedly  the  most  prudent  and  the  most  efficient 
method  of  hindering  the  diffusion  of  a  knowledge  of  the 
doctrine  is  to  publish  occasionally  a  distorted  view  of  it  in 
some  quarterly.  It  will  be  particularly  important  to  conceal 
the  prominent  facts  which  it  comprises.  In  doing  this  it  will 
be  necessary  to  make  much  of  supposed  difficulties  which  it 
involves,— of  differences  of  opinion  among  milleuarians  re- 
specting some  unimportant  topics  not  connected  with  the 
doctrine  which  all  receive.  Furthermore,  it  will  be  particu- 
larly important  to  give  an  unwarrantable  meaning  to  certain 
characteristic  names  or  terms  by  which  milleuarians  or  their 
views  have  been  designated..  Since  they  are  called  literal- 
ists,  it  will  be  convenient  to  insinuate  that  they  think  there 
are  no  figures  of  speech,  no  metaphors,  comparisons,  or  sym- 
bols in  the  sacred  writings.  And  as  they  do  not  think  that 
Christ  has  said  he  will  bring  all  men  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
truth  until  he  shall  come,  it  will  prejudice  many  against 
them  if  it  be  reported  that  they  believe  that  Christianity  is 
a  fiulure.  And  as  they  think  that  the  millennium  will  not 
begin  until  Christ  shaU  take  to  himself  his  great  power,  and 
come  and  reign,  and  shall,  by  an  act  of  power,  remove 
Satan  from  the  position  which  he  now  occupies  as  the  de- 
ceiver of  the  nations,  it  will  make  the  doctrine  odious  to 
represent  that  it  teaches  that  men,  during  the  millennium^ 
will  be  converted  by  an  exhibition  of  the  power  of  God,  and 
not  by  the  word  of  truth  and  the  Holy  Spirit.  And  whe» 
the  milleuarians  declare  that  they  believe  no  such  things^ 
and  call  upon  their  opponents  to  show  where  they  have 
ever  taught  them  or  expressed  their  belief  of  them,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  keep  dark,  to  say  nothing,  to  make  no  replies^ 
just  as  if  milleuarians  were  not  worthy  of  notice.    And  when 
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inquired  of  in  private  whether  these  monstrous  notions  have 
been  really  put  forth  by  any  persons,  an  answer  which  will 
generally  be  satisfactory  may  be  made,  by  saying  they  are 
to  be  inferred  from  the  doctrine  as  advocated  and  avowed. 

The  Christian  public  may  also  be  much  prejudiced  against 
millenarianism  by  suggesting,  as  occasion  shall  admit,  that 
its  advocates  have  some  peculiarity  about  them, — either  that 
they  are  very  ardent  and  fond  of  new  things,  or  that  they 
are  conservative,  and  look  upon  all  improvements  and 
changes  with  no  favorable  eye.  That  they  are  visionary, 
and  consequently  pleased  with  extravagant  notions ;  or  that 
they  are  matter-of-fact  n>en — scholars — and  consequently 
wish  to  give  everything  a  tangible  form.  And  as  every 
man  has  something  personal  which  makes  him  unlike  all 
other  men,  it  will  not  be  difficult,  as  occasion  requires,  to 
find  something  peculiar  to  which  a  tendency  to  millenurian* 
ism  may  be  ascribed.  By  methods  like  these  the  points  in 
dispute  may  be  kept  out  of  sight,  and  no  stir  will  be  made 
ansong  the  people,  and  existing  prejudices  may  be  encouraged 
and  strengthened,  while,  at  the  same  time,  there  will  not  be 
the  least  suspicion  among  the  masses  that  there  is  wanting 
courage  to  meet  the  question  openly  and  fairly. 


Art.  V. — The  Two  Records;  the  Mosaic  and  the 
GfiOLOOiCAL*  A  Lecture  delivered  before  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  in  Exeter  Hall,  London,  by 
Hugh  Miller,  author  of  **The  Old  Bed  Sandstone,"  &c 
Boston  :  Gould  &  Lincoln.     1854. 

BY  THE  EDITCm. 

GsoLOO-lSTS  have  urged  it  with  much  zeal  and  confidence 
as  a  reason  that  their  theory  of  the  great  i^e  of  the  world 
should  be  received  as  authoritative,  that  their  discoveries 
and  speculations  in  respect  to  the  structure  of  the  globe 
have  risen  to  the  rank  of  a  demonstrative  science,  and  are 
entitled  to  be  received  with  as  implicit  faith,  as  the  facts  and 
condusions  are,  that  are  established  in  astronomy,  mecha- 
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nics,  or  any  other  branch  of  exact  knowledge.  This^  as  we 
showed  on  a  former  occasion,  is  a  verj  extraordinary  mis- 
take for  men  advancing  such  a  claim, — inasmuch  as  the 
ground  on  which  they  found  their  inference  of  the  age  of 
tiie  world,  instead  of  the  facts  of  geology,  as  they  main- 
tain,— is  but  a  mere  hypothesis  respecting  the  mode  in  which 
those  &cts  were  brought  into  existence.  Their  ^incied  age 
of  the  earth;  accordingly,  in  place  of  being  a  logical  deduc* 
tion  from  an  ascertained  premise,  is  a  mere  conclusion  from 
an  undemonstrated  and  undemonstrable  assumption,  and  has 
no  more  title  to  the  rank  of  a  scientific  trutb^  than  any 
other  inference  from  a  wholly  gratuitous  and  unauthorized 
postulate. 

We  have  an  exemplification  of  the  want  of  anything  like 
scientific  demonstration  in  their  speculations  on  that  sub- 
ject, in  Mr.  Hugh  Miller's  lecture  lately  delivered  before  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  London — a  specimen  of 
ill-judged  pretensions  and  crude  declamation  suc^  as  might 
be  expected  fi*om  one,  who  openly  proclaims  that  he  makes 
his  geological  theory  the  standard  by  which  he  judges  of 
the  meaning  of  the  history  given  in  Genesis  of  the  creation ; 
and  instead  of  conforming  his  speculations  to  that  history, 
endeavors  to  bend  the  word  of  God  into  harmony  with  his 
speculations. 

It  is  felt  and  admitted  by  geologists  of  all  classes,  that 
their  doctrine  of  the  great  age  of  the  world  is  at  variance 
with  the  plain  meaning  of  the  narrative  of  the  creation  in 
Genesis.  Dean  Conybeare,  Dr.  Buckland,  Professor  Sedg- 
wick, Dr.  J.  P.  Smith,  and  a  crowd  of  others  in  Great 
Britain,  and  Dr.  Hitchcock  and  others  in  this  country,  have 
attempted  to  remove  that  contradiction  by  the  assumption 
that  a  vast  period  intervened  between  the  primeval  creation 
of  the  heavens  and  earth,  announced  in  the  first  verse  of 
Genesis  i.,  and  the  work  of  the  six  days'  creation,  the  nar- 
rative of  which  they  hold  is  commenced  in  the  second 
verse ;  and  that  it  was  during  that  supposed  immense  and 
indeterminable  period,  that  the  present  geological  strata 
were  formed,  and  the  vegetables  and  animals  lived  which 
are  entombed  in  them, — to  account  for  the  existence  and  fos- 
silization  of  which  it  is,  that  they  resort  to  their  theory  of  a 
vast  age  of  the  world, — and  they  maintain  that  that  assump- 
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tion  famishes  a  solution  of  all  the  phenomena  of  the  strata 
so  perfect,  as  to  entitle  it  to  be  regarded  as  scientifically 
demonstrated.  .Of  the  wholly  unphilosophical  character  of 
that  assumption,  of  the  gross  violation  of  the  word  of  God, 
which  such  an  interpolation  of  infinite  ages  and  infinite  crea- 
tions of  which  the  sacred  narrative  makes  no  mention,  in- 
volves,  and  of  the  impossibility  of  accounting,  in  consistency 
with  the  laws  of  the  physical  world,  for  the  reduction  of  the 
earth  to  the  chaos  in  which  it  existed  at  the  epoch  to  which 
the  second  verse  of  the  Mosaic  history  refers,  and  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars, — difficulties  infinitely 
greater  than  those  which  they  employ  their  theory  to  evade, 
— ^tbey  take  no  notice  whatever.  They  seem  to  imagine 
that  the  interpolation  of  an  illimitable  period  at  that  point 
in  the  world's  history,  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  yield  the 
explication  which  they  desire.  How  the  heavenly  lumina- 
ries could  be  divested,  as  they  hold  that  they  were,  of  their 
light,  or  how  the  continents  and  islands  of  the  first  earth, 
with  all  their  lofty  mountains,  could  be  reduced  to  a  level, 
and  buried  beneath  the  ocean,  they  do  not  pause  to  inqnire. 
Mr.  Miller  says  of  that  theory,  as  it  was  propounded  by 
Dr.  Chalmers: 

^  It  teaches  and  teaches  truly  that  between  the  first  act  of  creaUon, 
which  evoked  out  of  the  previous  nothing,  the  matter  of  the  heavens 
and  earth,  and  the  first  act  of  the  first  day's  work  recorded  in  Ge- 
nesis, periods  of  vast  duration  may  have  intervened  ;  bat  further,  it 
inuBta  that  the  days  themselves  were  but  natural  days  of  twenty- 
four  hours  each  ;  and  that,  ere  they  began,  the  earth,  though,  may- 
hap, in  the  previous  period  a  fair  residence  of  life,  had  become  void 
and  formless,  and  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars,  though  mayhap  they 
had  before  given  light,  had  been,  at  least  in  relation  to  our  planet, 
temporarily  extinguished.  In  short,  while  it  teaches  that  the  suo- 
ceesive  creations  of  the  geologist  may  all  have  found  ample  room  in 
the  period  preceding  that  creation  to  which  man  belongs,  it  teaches 
also  that  the  record  in  Genesis  bears  reference  to  but  the  existing 
creation,  and  that  there  lay  between  it  and  the  preceding  ones  a 
chaotic  period  of  death  and  darkness." — Pp.  6,  7. 

That  scheme,  however,  which  in  1814,  he  says,  was  "  per- 
fectly adequate  to  bring  the  Mosaic  narrative  into  harmony 
with  what  was  known  at  the  time  of  geologic  history,"  hA 
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holds  has  been  confated  by  subsequent  discoveries.  So  £ur 
from  the  earth's  having  been  in  a  chaotic  state  immediately 
before  the  creation  of  the  present  races  of  plants  and  ani- 
mals^ it  is  ascertained  that  many  species  of  each  are  the 
same  as  those  that  lie  fossilized  in  the  strata,  and  that  their 
existence  is  traceable  back,  therefore,  to  the  time  of  the  for- 
mation of  the  strata,  and  thence, — ^if  they  date  back  innu- 
merable and  undeterminable  ages,  as  geologists  affirm,  and 
the  history  in  Genesis  is  a  history  of  their  creation,^-then 
their  creation  must  have  taken  place  innumerable  i^es  earlier 
than  the  Mosaic  epochs  as  it  is  ordinarily  reckoned.  Geo^ 
logy,  accordingly,  instead  of  having  been  brought  by  its 
rec^it  advances  into  any  nearer  consistency  with  the  narra- 
tive in  Genesis,  has  become  more  flagrantly  at  war  with  it. 
It  admits  that  the  creation  of  the  plants  and  animals  re< 
corded  iu  that  history,  must  have  been  the  creation  of  the 
plants  and  animals  that  are  buried  in  the  strata,  and  that 
ZK>w  live  on  the  earth ;  whUe,  at  the  same  time,  it  n^ainr 
tains  that  they  cannot  have  been  created  in  the  space  of 
six  natural  days,  but  that  the  first  in  their  series  must  have 
been  called  into  being  innumerable  ages  ago,  and  that  new 
orders  were  created  at  subsequent  epochs  separated  from 
each  other  by  vast  intervals.    He  says :  ^ 

^  It  is  a  great  fact,  now  fully  established  in  the  course  of  geolo- 
gical discovery,  that  between  the  plants  which,  in  the  present  time, 
cover  the  earth,  and  the  animals  which  inhabit,  and  the  animals  and 
plants  of  the  later  extinct  creations,  there  occurred  no  break  or  hlank^ 
but  that,  on  the  contrary,  many  of  the  existing  organisms  were  eon- 
temporary  during  the  morning  of  their  being,  with  many  of  the 
extinct  ones  durinsr  the  evening  of  theirs.  We  know  further  that 
not  a  few  of  the  shells  which  now  live  on  our  coasts,  and  several 
even  of  the  wild  animals  which  continue  to  survive  amid  our  tracts 
of  hill  and  forest,  were  in  existence  many  ages  ere  the  human  age 
began.  Instead  of  dating  their  beginning  only  a  single  natural  day^ 
or  at  most  two  natural  days,  in  advance  of  man,  they  must  have 
preceded  him  by  many  thousand  years.  In  fine,  in  consequence  of 
that  comparatively  recent  extension  of  geologic  fact  in  the  direction 
of  the  later  systems  and  formations,  through  which  we  are  led  to 
know  that  the  present  creation  was  not  cut  off  abruptly  from  the 
preceding  one,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  dovetailed  into  it  at  a 
thousand  different  points,  we  are  led  also  to  know,  that  any  scheme 
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cf  reeoueiltaiion  which  would  separat$  between  the  recent  and  the 
extinct  existences  by  a  chaotic  gulf  of  death  and  darkness,  is  a  scheme 
which  no  longer  meets  the  necessities  of  the  case.  Though  perfectly 
adequate  forty  years  ago,  it  has  been  greatly  outgrown  by  the  pro- 
gress of  geological  discovery,  and  is,  as  I  have  said,  adequate  no 
longer;  and  it  becomes  a  not  unimportant  matter  to  determine  the 
special  scheme  that  would  bring  into  completest  harmony  the  course 
of  creation  as  now  ascertained  by  the  geologist,  and  that  brief  but 
sublime  narrative  of  its  progress  which  forms  a  meet  introduction  in 
Holy  Writ,  to  the  history  of  the  human  family." — Pp.  11-13. 

The  light  manner  in  which  he  speakg  of  the  oonfutation 
of  this  theory,  on  which  the  vindication  of  the  word  of  God 
fix>m  an  assumed  contradiction  to  the  facts  of  the  natural 
world  was  rested  by  a  long  line  of  writers  for  half  a  cen- 
tury, does  not  indicate  that  he  has  a  very  high  estimate  of 
the  sanctity  of  the  divine  word.  He  seems  to  think  it  was 
an  adequate  exculpation  of  Genesis  from  the  dishonor  of  a 
&lse  statement,  as  long  as  no  discoveries  were  made  that 
revealed  its  untenableness.  It  was  good  ground  enough  to 
support  the  faith  of  the  church  in  the  veracity  of  God,  till 
Mr.  M.  and  two  of  his  fellow-countrymen  came  on  the  stage, 
and  extending  their  inquiries  into  the  older  and  later  strata, 
made  discoveries  tiiat  show  that  no  '^  chaos  of  death  and 
darkness'^  can  have  intervened  between  the  life  of  the  fos- 
silized plants  and  animals,  and  those  that  now  subsist  on 
the  earth.  That  the  word  of  God  has  been  deeply  dis- 
graced by  resting  its  vindication  from  the  charge  of  the 
grossest  error  on  such  a  shallow  and  presumptuous  hypo- 
thesis; and  that  the  hopeless  confutation  of  that  hypo- 
thesis indicates  that  the  theory  of  the  age  of  the  world 
which  it  was  invented  to  sustain,  is  as  false  as  itself  is, 
he  seems  not  to  have  the  slightest  suspicion.  That  the 
Bible  is  made  the  jeer  and  mockery  of  infidels;  and 
that  thousands  of  those  who  hdve  been  religiously  edu- 
cated are  filled  with  doubt  and  disgust  by  the  eager  folly 
with  which  its  ministers  grasp  at  such  worthless  straws 
for  the  support  of  their  faith,  and  parade  them  with  all 
the  pomp  of  the  ipost  indubitable  and  momentous  •certain- 
ties in  vindication  of  the  veracity  of  the  sacred  word,  does 
not  disturb  Mr.  Miller's  complacency  in   his  theory  in 
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the  least,  nor  check  the  unmeasured  assurance,  the  fanatical 
enthusiasno,  with  which  he  rests  in  the  infallible  truth  of  his 
speculations  on  the  age  of  the  world. 

As  the  facts  of  geology  are  held  to  be  thus  at  war  with 
that  hypothesis,  which  was  long  regarded  by  the  leading 
writers  on  the  subject,  and  still  is  by  a  considerable  share 
of  geologists  and  theologians,  as  the  only  legitimate  means 
of  reconciling  the  theory  of  the  great  age  of  the  world  with 
the  Mosaic  narrative,  "  what  is  the  scheme  of  reconciliation 
which"  Mr.  M.  ventures  "  to  propound  ?"  After  enumerat- 
ing some  appearances  which  he  supposes  indicate  a  greater 
age  of  the  earth  than  is  ascribed  to  it  by  the  history  of  its 
creation  in  Genesis,  he  says : 

^  Such  are  a  few  of  the  geological  facts  which  lead  me  to  believe 
that  the  dayt  of  the  Mosaic  account  were  great  periods^  not  natural 
days  ;  and  be  it  remembered  that  between  the  scheme  of  length- 
ened periods  and  the  scheme  of  a  merely  local  chaos,  which,  existed 
DO  one  knows  how,  and  of  a  merely  local  creation  which  had  its 
scene  no  one  knows  where,  geological  science  leaves  us  now  no 
choice  whatever.  It  has  been  urged,  however,  that  this  scheme  of 
periods  is  irreconcilable  with  that  divine  *  reason '  for  the  institution 
of  the  Sabbath,  which  he  who  appointed  the  day  of  old  has  in  his 
goodness  vouchsafed  to  man.  I  have  failed  to  see  any  farce  in  the 
objection,  God  the  Creator,  who  wrought  during  six  periods,  rested 
during  tlie  seventh  period ;  and  as  we  have  no  evidence  whatever 
that  he  recommenced  his  work  of  creation — as  on  the  contrary  man 
seems  to  be  the  last  formed  of  creatures — God  may  be  resting  still. 
The  presumption  is  strong  that  his  Sabbath  is  an  extended  period, 
not  a  natural  day,  and  that  the  work  of  redemption  is  his  Sabbath 
day's  work.  And  so  I  cannot  see  that  it  in  the  least  interferes  with 
the  integrity  of  the  reason  rendered  to  read  it  as  follows :  Work 
during  six  periods,  and  rest  on  the  seventh ;  for  in  six  periods  the 
Lord  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  on  the  seventh  he 
rested.  The  divine  periods  may  have  been  very  great,  the  human 
periods  very  small ;  just  as  a  vast  continent  or  the  huge  earth  itself 
is  very  great,  and  a  map  or  geological  globe  very  small ;  but  if^  in 
the  map  or  globe,  the  proportions  be  faithfully  maintained,  and  the 
scale,  though  a  minute  one,  be  true  in  all  its  parts  and  applications, 
we  pronounce  the  map  or  globe,  notwithstanding  the  smallness  of  its 
size,  a  faithful  copy.  Were  man's  Sabbaths  to  be  kept  as  enjoined, 
and  in  the  divine  proportions,*it  would  scarcely  interfere  with  the 
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logic  of  the  reason  annexed  to  the  fourth  commandment,  though  in 
this  matter,  as  in  all  others  in  which  man  can  be  an  imitator  of 
God,  the  imitation  should  be  a  miniature  one." — Pp.  41-43. 

This  piece  of  very  unscientific  declamation  is  worthy  of 
one  who,  having  gained  a  moderate  amount  of  geological 
knowledge, — for  he  is  very  far,  we  believe,  from  being  a 
master  of  the  subject, — feels  himself  authorized  to  set  aside 
the  word  of  God,  or  force  on  it  a  false  and  unnatural  mean- 
ing, because  it  contradicts  the  hypothesis  on  which  he  at- 
tempts to  account  for  the  present  condition  of  the  globe. 

1.  He  introduces  it  by  a  sort  of  mock-modest  protestation 
that  he  does  not  affect  to  decide  on  the  import  of  the  history 
in  Genesis  i.,  on  the  ground  of  philology  : 

*^  Let  me  remark  that  I  come  before  you  not  as  a  philologist,  but 
simply  as  a  student  of  geological  fact,  who,  believing  his  Bible, 
belieTcs  also,  that  though  theologians  have  at  various  times  striven 
hard  to  pledge  it  to  false  science,  geographical,  astronomical,  and 
geological,  it  has  been  pledged  by  its  divine  author  to  no  falsehood 
whatever."  ^'  Premising,  then,  that  I  make  no  pretensions  to  even 
the  slightest  skill  in  philology,  I  remark  that  it  has  been  held  by 
accomplished  philologists  that  the  days  of  the  Mosaic  creation  may 
be  regarded,  without  doing  violence  to  the  genius  of  the  Hebrew 
language,  as  successive  periods  of  great  extent.  And  certainly,  in 
looking  at  my  English  Bible,  I  find  that  the  portion  of  time  spoken 
of  in  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis  as  six  days,  is  spoken  of  in  the 
second  chapter  as  one  day.  True  there  are  other  philologers,  such 
as  the  late  Professor  Moses  Stuart,  who  take  a  different  view  ;  but 
then  I  find  this  same  Professor  Stuart  striving  hard  to  make  the 
phraseology  of  Moses  '  fix  the  antiquity  of  the  globe ;'  and  so  cm  a 
mere  geolopisty  I  reject  his  philology y  on  exactly  the  same  principle 
on  which  the  mere  geographer  would  reject,  and  be  justified  in  re- 
jecting, the  philology  of  the  doctors  of  Salamanca,  or  on  which  the 
mere  astronomer  would  reject,  and  be  justified  in  rejecting,  the  pbi- 
ViXogj  of  Turretin  and  the  old  Franciscans.  /  would,  in  any  such 
case,  at  onee  and  without  hesitation,  cut  the  philological  knot,  by 
determining  that  that  philology  cannot  be  sound,  which  would  com- 
mit the  Scriptures  to  a  science  that  cannot  be  true." — ^Pp.  24-26. 

We  doubt  not  this  disclaimer  of  skill  in  philology  was 
uttered  in  truth  and  sincerity ;  ^nd  it  is  unfortunate  that  he 
se^ns  not  to  have  fully  understood  its  import,  for  it  turns 
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out,  after  all,  that  it  is,  in  fact,  on  philology  that  he  founds 
his  construction  of  the  Mosaic  record  by  which  he  attempts 
to  bring  it  into  harmony  with  his  theory;  or  in  other  words, 
it  is  on  the  sense  of  the  term  day^  and  a  false  and  arbitrary 
sense,  that  he  builds  it ;  which  shows  that  his  want  of  know- 
ledge on  the  subject  is  indeed  real,  and  as  extensive  as  his 
protestation  represents.  He  states  a  few  of  what  he  calls 
geological  facts,  which,  he  says,  lead  him  "  to  believe  that 
the  days  of  the  Mosaic  account  were  great  periods^  not  natural 
days ;"  and  he  oflfers  as  his  justification  in  assigning  them 
that  sense,  that  "  in  looking  at "  his  "  English  Bible,"  he 
finds  *'  that  the  portion  of  time  spoken  of  in  the  first  chapter 
of  Genesis  as  six  days,  is  spoken  of  in  the  second  as  one  day." 
Take  away,  therefore,  this  philological  reason,  and  the  whole 
foundation  vanishes  on  which  he  builds  his  attempt  to  bring 
the  history  in  Genesis  into  consistency  with  his  theory  that 
the  days  of  the  creation,  instead  of  natural  days,  were  im- 
mensely long  periods.  But  he  is  as  mistaken  in  his  assertion 
that  the  "«ic  days"  of  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis  are  "spoken 
of  in  the  second  chapter  as  one  day,"  as  he  is  in  the  fancy  that 
he  does  not  found  his  construction  of  Moses  on  philology* 
The  six  days  of  the  creation  are  not  declared  in  Genesis  iL 
4,  to  be  "  one  dayJ^  The  word  day,  in  this  latter  passage,  is 
not  used  in  the  sense  of  a  period  of  twenty-four  hours,  or  the 
revolution  of  the  globe  on  its  axis,  but  in  the  sense  of  time^ 
which  is  a  common  meaning  of  the  term,  when  used  by 
synecdoche  for  the  period  of  an  act  or  event  that  occupied  less 
or  more  than  a  day;  as  when  it  is  said  of  the  time  of  a  disaster, 
"  it  was  an  unfortunate  day,"  though  the  disaster  itself  occu- 
pied perhaps  but  a  moment,  and  took  place  when  the  day  had 
nearly  passed ;  and  when  a  time  of  prosperity  is  called  a 
prosperous  day,  though  the  period  characterized  by  the  pros- 
perity is  longer  than  a  single,  and  perhaps  than  several  natural 
days.  But  the  time  denoted  by  the  word  in  this  instance  is 
formally  defined  to  be  that  which  was  occupied  in  the  crea- 
tion of  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  the  plants  and  beasts 
of  the  field.  At  the  most,  therefore,  even  if  it  is  held  to  ex- 
tend down  to  the  creation  of  man,  of  which  there  may  be 
doubt,  ii.  6-7,  it  includes  only  six  days,  which  are  expressly 
defined  to  be  natural  days,  consisting  of  evening  and  morn- 
ing— not  '^  great  periods,"  as  Mr.  Miller  asserts.    It  truly 
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reflects  but  little  credit  on  his  somewhat  ostentatious  preten- 
sions to  a  scientific  treatment  of  the  subject,  that  he  betrays  so 
sad  a  misapprehension  of  the  ground  on  which  be  proceeds. 
2.  He  exemplifies  his  disposition  at  once,  and  without 
hesitation^  to  cot  the  knot  of  philology,  by  determining  that 
"  that  philology  cannot  be  sound  which  would  commit  the 
Scriptures"  to  a  view  of  the  creation  of  the  world  that  differs 
from  his,  in  confidently  representing,  as  he  does,  that  "  the 
six  days  of  the  Mosaic  narrative"  were  "  not  natural  days, 
but  lengthened  periods."  Each  of  the  six  days  of  the  crea- 
tion is  expressly  defined  in  the  text  as  the  time  of  one  revo- 
lution of  the  earth  on  its  axis,  consisting  of  evening  and 
morning,  or  one  period  of  darkness,  which  God  called 
nighty  and  one  period  of  light,  which  he  named  day — 
y.  6.  No  definitipn  could  more  clearly  determine-the  period 
as  the  time  occupied  by  a  single  revolution  of  the  earth  on 
its  axis.  There  is  no  evening  nor  morning,  but  the  evening 
and  morning  of  such  a  revolution.  There  is  no  night,  nor  any 
corresponding  period  of  light,  but  the  night  and  the  day  of  such 
a  revolution.  Mr.  Miller,  therefore,  in  assuming  and  assert- 
ing that  those  six  days  were  not  natural  days,  but  were  "  great 
periods,"  not  only  disregards  the  laws  of  philology,  but  he 
boldly  sets  aside  the  formal  and  unequivocal  definition  which 
God  has  given  of  those  days  as  ordinary  days  of  the  earth's 
revolution  on  its  axis.  No  more  undisguised  or  inexcusable 
violation  of  the  sacred  word  was  ever  perpetrated.  What 
a  consummate  mockery  of  the  truth  and  authority  of  the 
Bible  is  the  pretence  that  it  is  to  be  reconciled  with  Mr. 
Miller's  ignorant  and  fanatical  speculations,  and  saved  from 
the  di^ace  of  a  hopeless  confutation,  by  such  a  shallow  and 
audacious  expedient  I  Mr.  Miller  obviously  has  not  the 
slightest  idea  that  the  laws  of  philology  are  absolutely  obli- 
gatory in  the  interpretation  of  all  those  parts  of  the  Bible, 
the  meaning  of  which,  instead  of  symbols,  is  conveyed 
exclusively  through  language ;  that,  as  their  whole  meaning 
lies  in  the  language,  there  is  no  other  method  of  determining 
what  it  is  but  by  interpreting  it  by  the  laws  of  language ; 
and  therefore  that  if  there  were  anything  expressed  by  that 
language  thus  interpreted,  that  is  false,  it  would  be  a  proof 
that  it  is  not  inspired;  not  that  it  is  not  properly  interpreted. 
He  supposes  that  no  matter  "w  hat  the  language  of  the  sacred 
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text  is,  or  the  laws  of  philology  by  which  it  is  to  be  inter- 
preted, still  if  that  which  it  expresses,  interpreted  according 
to  those  laws,  is  false,  the  passage  in  which  it  occurs  is  never- 
theless to  be  held  as  the  word  of  God,  and  infallibly  true, 
and  another  sense,  though  wholly  ungrammatical  and  foreign, 
forced  on  it  that  will  bring  it  into  harnaony  with  his  geo- 
logical science  I  What  a  lesson  to  be  infused  into  the  minds 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  London,  under 
the  pretext  of  saving  the  word  of  God  from  confutation  by 
geology  1  Can  an  individual  who  heard  the  address,  or  who 
reads  it,  fail  to  see  that  if  the  liberty  which  Mr.  M.  takes 
with  the  history  of  the  creation  in  Genesis  is  legitimate,  the 
philological  sense  of  the  word  of  God  is  not  of  the  least 
authority ;  that  instead  of  its  being  a  specific  and  unequivo- 
cal revelation,  that  is  to  be  received  as  it  is,  as  expressing 
the  identical  truth  which  God  employed  it  to  convey,  the 
whole  meaning  of  the  language  is  subject  to  modification 
according  to  the  d  priori  assumptions,  or  the  arbitrary  and 
mistaken  speculations  of  those  who  interpret  it  ?  If  he  may 
set  aside  the  plain  and  indubitable  grammatical  sense  of  a 
passage  because  it  does  not  accord  with  his  geology,  the 
astronomer,  the  physiologist,  the  archsBologist,  the  ratio- 
nalistic metaphysician,  may  set  aside  the  sense  of  any  other 
passage  or  passages,  because  they  do  not  accord  with  the 
theories  they  entertain  of  their  favorite  branches  of  know- 
ledge. Mr.  Miller's  persuasion  that  geology  has  become  a 
science,  and  that  its  conclusions  are  authoritative,  is  no  more 
a  justification  of  his  course,  than  the  like  persuasion  of 
rationalists  and  atheists  is  of  theirs.  Kant  regarded  himself 
as  having  reduced  the  philosophy  of  the  mind  to  an  exact 
science,  and  believed  that  he  had  demonstrated  by  the  most 
unanswerable  proof  that  we  neither  have,  nor  can  have,  any 
knowledge  or  evidence  of  the  existence  of,  God,  or  of  the 
universe ;  and  that  is  the  doctrine  of  the  whole  train  of  his 
followers.  They  may  claim,  therefore,  on  the  ground  of 
their  metaphysical  science,  that  the  whole  body  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, the  external  universe,  and  God  himself,  are  mere  un- 
realities, the  sheer  phantasma  of  the  understanding,  without 
any  authority  over  our  consciences,  or  any  claim  to  our 
£uth,  as  legitimately  as  Mr.  Miller  can  claim  on  the  ground 
of  his  geological  science  that  the  grammatical  sense  of  the 
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sacred  text  should  be  set  aside,  and  a  foreign  and  false  mean- 
ing intruded  in  its  place. 

3.  If,  as  he  assumes  and  asserts,  the  six  days  of  the  crea- 
tion, and  the  seventh  day  on  which  God  rested,  instead  of 
being  natural  days,  were  great  periods,  it  is  then  certain  either 
that  man  has  not  yet  had  any  working  day  whatever,  or 
else  that  he  has  not  had  any  Sabbath,  inasmuch  as  no  period 
of  the  vast  length  which  he  ascribes  to  each  of  those  days, 
has  yet  passed,  since  the  seventh  commenced.  It  is  indis- 
putable that  the  six  days  of  the  creation,  and  the  first  Sab- 
bath, were  of  identically  the  length  of  the  six  days  which 
GFod  appointed  to  man  as  working  days,  and  the  Sabbath 
which  he  appointed  to  him  as  a  day  of  rest.  That  is  clear 
firom  the  language :  "  And  on  the  seventh  day  God  ended 
his  work  which  he  had  made,  and  he  rested  on  the  seventh 
day  from  all  his  work  which  he  had  made,  and  God  blessed 
the  seventh  day  and  sanctified  it,  because  that  in  it  he  had 
rested  from  all  his  work  which  God  created  and  made." 
Here  certainly  is  nothing  to  indicate  that  the  seventh  day 
denotes  any  other  period  than  that  which  was  occupied  by 
each  of  the  preceding  six  days.  To  assume  that  it  stands  for 
an  immeasurably  long  period,  is  to  ofier  the  grossest  violence 
\o  the  language.  Mr.  Miller,  indeed,  admits  and  claims  that 
they  all  alike  denote  very  long  periods.  That  the  seventh 
day  denotes  the  same  period  as  the  sixth,  the  fifth,  the 
fourth,  and  each  of  the  others,  is  certain,  also,  from  Exodus 
XX.,  in  which  in  the  fourth  commandment  the  reajson  of  its 
consecration  is  again  given :  "  Eemember  the  Sabbath  day 
to  keep  it  holy.  Six  days  shalt  thou  labor  and  do  all  thy 
work,  but  the  seventh  day  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy 
God;  in  it  thou  shall  not  do  any  work,  thou  nor  thy  son, 
nor  thy  daughter,  thy  man-servant  nor  thy  maid-servant, 
nor  thy  cattle,  nor  thy  stranger  that  is  within  thy  gates ;  for 
in  six  days  the  Lord  made  heaven  and  earth,  the  sea  and  all 
that  in  them  is,  and  rested  the  seventh  day ;  wherefore  the 
Lord  blessed  the  seventh  day,  and  hallowed  it"  Here  most 
clearly  the  seventh  day  was  of  the  same  length  as  each  of 
the  six.  There  is  no  hint  that  it  was  not.  It  bears  the  same 
name,  and  it  was  treated  by  God  in  his  whole  administration 
over  the  Hebrews  as  of  the  same  length,  and  was  so  regarded 
by  them.    If  then,  as  Mr.  Miller  assumes  and  affirms,  they 
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were  all  alike  great  periods — many  thousaocU,  and  perlu^ 
myriads  of  myriads  of  years — not  natural  day%  it  follows 
indisputably,  that  either  man  has  had  no  working  days  yet, 
or  else  be  has  had  no  Sabbath.  If  the  Sabbath  which  God 
consecrated  for  man  began  on  the  natural  day  that  imme* 
diately  followed  the  dose  of  the  work  of  creation,  then 
plainly  he  has  had  no  working  day,  fdr  no  such  prolonge4 
period  as  Mr.  Miller  asserts  the  time  signifies,  has  yet  passed 
since  he  was  called  into  existence.  He  claims,  indeed,  that 
the  Sabbath  on  which  God  rested — which  was  demonstrably 
identically  the  same  as  that  which  he  consecrated  as.  the  first 
Sabbath  to  man — ^is  co-extensive  wjth  the  work  of  redemp^ 
lion,  whicb,  so  far  from  having  reached  its  end,  is  to  continue 
fcr  ever.  On  Mr.  M.'s  construction,  therefore,  it  is  clear  that 
man  is  never  to  have  a  working  day,  or  if  he  does,  it  is  not 
to  come  till  the  work  of  redemption  is  closed  I  How  beau* 
tifully  this  tallies  with  the  fourth  commaudment,,and  with  the 
construction  God  himself  put  on  it  in  the  sense  with  which 
he  used  the  d^s  of  the  creation,  and  on  the  Sabbath  day 
itself^  in  bis  admijiistration  over  the  Hebrews!  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is.  held  that  the  first  six  days  during  which 
man  is  to  work,  precede  the  seventh,  on  which  he  is  to  rest, 
then  it  follows,  with  equal  certainty  that  man  has  not  yet 
had  any  Sabbath*  It  follows,  moreover,  thaA  God's  day  of 
rest  is  a  wholly  different  period  from  manVday  of  rest,  for 
Mr.  M.  holds  that  GodV  Sabbath  is.  now  ip  progress,  and  is 
to  continue  contemporaneously  wiih  the  work  of  redemp- 
tion. In  either  case,  Mr.  M.'s  theory  completely  annihilates 
the  fourth  commandment  as  a  law  having  an  ad^ptatioo  to 
ijaaai's  condition,  and  authority  over  him!  What  a  beau,tL- 
fjal  issue  of  so  pompous  a  preteince  of  reconciling  the^  sacred 
word  with  geology,  in,  such  a  manner  as  to  save  its  credit  ap 
an  inspired  record  of  the  work  of  God!  In  what. a  flatter- 
ing light  it  presents  Mr.  Miller's  perspicacity  as  a  scientific 
ipquirer  1  With  what  graceful  n^odesty  it  invests  his  pro* 
testations  that  he  knows  nothing  of  philology  I  Ujoder  w.hp* 
admirable  discipline  he  must  keep  that  virtue,  to  circuirv- 
scribe  its  influence  within  the;  sphere  of  that  department  of 
knowledge!  Had  he  allpwed  it  to  extend  its  sway  i^tp  tb^ 
dgmaiu  either  of  religion  or  geology,  is  it  cre^ble  that  he 
\(^\}1^  have  ventured  on  the  dafiug  aiid  ipei^upable  a$^a^]|t 
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on  the  divine  legislation,  of  whioh  he  is  here  gnilty?  We 
Uiink  not  Nothing  but  the  most  pitiably  false  estimate  of 
himself;  nothing  but  the  most  bewildering  hallucination  in 
respect  to  what  he  calls  the  science  of  geology^  could  have 
led  him  to  assume  so  presumptuous  an  attitude  towards  Qod. 
4.  Bjs  assumption  that  God's  six  days  of  creation,  and 
seventh  day  of  rest,  were  of  a  wholly  diflferent  length  from 
the  six  days  of  labor  and  seventh  of  rest  that  are  assigned 
to  man,  is  not  only  wholly  arbitrary,  but  against  the  une- 
quivocal teaching  of  the  history.  The  six  days  of  the  crea-* 
tion  are  expressly  defined  as  periods  of  the  earth's  revolui* 
tioa  on  its  axis,  comprising  an  evening  or  night,  and  a 
moming^or  day.  **God  divided  the  light  from  the  dark' 
ness,"  the  sacred  writer  relates — ^by  causing  the  earth  to 
revolve — "and  God  called  the  light  day,  and  the  darkness 
he  called  night;  and" — the  two  together  he  then  affirms-^ 
"  the  evening  and  the  morning  were  the  first  day."  A  moro 
point  blank  contradiction  to  the  sacred  text,  therefore,  can* 
not  be  devised,  than  is  offered  by  Mr.  M.,  in  assuming  that 
God's  six  days  of  creation,  and  seventh  of  rest,  are  of  a  dif* 
ferent  length,  and  immeasurably  so,  from  the  seven  days  of 
man's  labor  and  rest.  On  what  ground  can  he  attempt  to 
justify  it?  He  disclaims  any  reference  to  philology  to  sua* 
tain  it — which  is  the  only  source  from  which  a  legitimate 
reason  for  it  could  possibly  be  drawn ;  for  if  the  language 
does  not  authorize  it,  as  that  is  the  only  instrument  employ- 
ed  in  the  passage  to  express  the  fact  which  God  meant  to* 
state^  it  can  have  no  authority  whatever.  Mr.  Miller's 
assumption,  accordingly,  that  the  sense  of  God's  six  days 
of  creation,  and  seventh  day  of  rest,  is  that  whioh  he  ascribes 
to  them  of  indefinitely  long  periods,  in  contradistinction^ 
from  natural  days,  is  nothing  less  than  a  bold  and  unblush* 
ing  assertion  that  the  fiujts  are  directly  the  converse  of  what 
God  represents  them  to  hav6  been  I  An  issue  worthy  of  a. 
writer,  who  fancies  that  by  virtue  of  a  little  smattering  in 
geology  he  can  settle  the  meaning  of  the  sacred  record  in- 
dependently of  any  consideration  of  the  languojge  in  which 
it  is  expressed  1  Such  is  his  method  of  bringing  the  inspired 
history  into  harmony  with  his  theory  I  He  openly  and  for- 
mally sets  the  sacred  text  aside.  He  proclaims  with  a.  mock 
affectation  of  humility,  that  he  does  not  pay  any  attentioa 
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to  the  language,  which  is  the  sole  vehicle  of  its  meaning ; 
and  he  ends  by  declaring  that  the  facts  were  what  his  theory 
demands,  and  not  what  the  Spirit  of  inspiration  has  recorded  I 
This  in  a  Paine,  a  Voltaire,  a  Baur,  a  Stranss,.  a  Parker, 
and  a  Newman,  is  regarded  as  infidelity.  In  Mr.  Hugh 
Miller,  and  others  of  his  school,  it  is  called  scientific  Chris- 
tianity 1 

5.  He  makes  an  equally  unfortunate  display  of  his  critical 
powers,  in  his  supposition  that  "  the  human  periods,"  as  he 
calls  them,  must  have  been  "small,"  compared  to  "the  di- 
vine periods,"  in  proportion  to  the  nothingness  of  man's 
nature  to  the  infinitude  of  God's.     "Were  man 'is  Sabbaths 
to  be  kept  as  enjoined,  and  in  the  divine  proportions,  it 
would  scarcely  interfere  with  the  logic  of  the  reason  annexed 
to  the  foiyth  commandment,  though  in  this  matter,  as  in  all 
others  in  which  man  can  be  an  imitator  of  God,  the  imita- 
tion should  be  a  miniature  one."    What  proportion,  then, 
according  to  this  notion,  must  man's  Sabbath  bear  to  God's  I 
Not  the  length  of  a  moment  I     God's  Sabbath,  Mr.  M.  ex- 
pressly teaches,  is  the  period  of  the  work  of  redemption. 
But  that  work,  the  Bible  assures  us,  is  to  continue  for  ever. 
Christ,  as  "  he  is  to  continue  for  ever,  has  an  uncbangeable 
priesthood,  whence  he  is  for  ever  able  to  save  them  that 
come  unto  God  through  him,  always  living  to  make  inter- 
cession for  them."    As  he  is  always  to  live  to  intercede  for 
men  who  are  for  ever  to  come  unto  God  through  him,  the 
work  of  redemption  is  to  continue  for  ever.   God's  Sabbath, 
therefore,  according  to  Mr.  M,,  is  to  be  eternal.    What  ratio, 
then,  can  man's  Sabbath  bear  to  it  ?    Not  that  of  an  instant 
to  myriads  of  ages !     The  whole  of  man's  life,  indeed,  bears 
no  appreciable  proportion  to  an  eternal  duration.     Mr.  Mil- 
ler's scheme,  thus,  in  fact  gives  man  no  Sabbath  whatever. 
He  strikes  it  as  effectually  from  his  hands  by  this  supposi- 
tion, as  by  his  assumption  that  God's  days  of  creation  and 
rest  were  immeasurable  periods,  which  implies  either  that 
man  has  thus  far  had  no  Sabbath,  or  else  that  he  has  had  no 
working  days. 

6.  He  is  equally  unfortunate  in  his  representation  "  that 
the  work  of  redemption  "  is  God's  "  Sabbath  day's  work." 
As  God's  Sabbath  began  on  the  close  of  the  sixth  day,  and 
the  work  of  redemption  did  not  begin  till  after  man  fell,  it 
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implies  tliat  man  never  spent  a  Sabbath  nor  a  day  in  inno- 
cence, but  fell  the  day  he  was  created,  and  within  an  hour  or 
two  probably  after  Eve's  creation ;  as  her  creation  took  place 
at  least  some  time  after  his.  But  it  is  certain  from  the  sacred 
narrative  that  they  did  not  fall  on  the  sixth  day ;  as  it  is  re- 
corded, that  immediately  afl»r  the  close  of  the  sixth  day's 
work,  "  God  saw  every  thing  that  he  had  made,  and  behold 
it  was  very  good ;"  and  it  is  added,  "  And  the  evening  and 
the  morning  were  tae  sixth  day."  This  implies  roost  clearly 
that  qian  continued  at  the  close  of  the  sixth  day  in  the  state 
of  innocence  in  which  he  was  created.  The  description  of 
God's  resting  on  the  seventh  also  indicates  that  no  fall  of 
man  had  taken  place  at  that  time.  '*  Thus  the  heavens  and 
the  earth  were  finished,  and  all  the  host  of  them.  And  on  the 
seventh  day,  God  ended  his  work  which  he  had  made ;  and 
he  rested  on  the  seventh  day  from  all  his  work  which  he  had 
made.  And  God  blessed  the  seventh  day,  and  sanctified  it: 
because  that  in  it  he  had  rested  from  all  his  work  which 
God  created  and  made."  Here  certainly  are  no  traces  of  a 
&I1.  The  whole  representation  shows  that  man,  as  well  as 
the  whole  of  God's  works,  continued  in  the  integrity  in  which 
they  were  created,  and  were  contemplated  by  him  with  com- 
placency as  good.  According  to  Mr.  Miller,  however,  the  fall 
must  have  already  taken  place,  and  man  been  sentenced  to 
toil,  sorrow,  and  death,  and  banished  probably  from  para- 
dise ;  or  else  the  work  of  redemption  must  have  begun  be- 
fore there  were  any  offenders  to  redeem ! — a  blunder  which  it 
were  discreditable  for  an  intelligent  Sunday  scholar  to  make. 
Mr.  M.,  however,  seems  to  consider  himself  at  liberty  to  make 
any  assumption,  no  matter  how  groundless  or  contradictory 
to  the  truth  it  may  be,  that  will  serve  to  bring  the  sacred 
text  into  a  seeming  harmony  with  his  theory. 

7.  There  is  no  such  parallel  as  he  represents  between  the 
relations  of  his  geological  theory  to  the  history  of  the  crea- 
tion in  Genesis,  and  the  relations  to  the  language  of  the 
Scriptures  of  Galileo's  doctrine  that  the  sun  is  the  centre  of 
the  solar  system,  and  that  the  earth  moves  round  it;  or  the 
doctrine  of  Columbus  that  the  earth  is  a  globe  instead  of  an 
extended  plain.  Galileo  saw  from  the  perpetual  movement 
of  the  planete  at  which  be  looked  through  his  telescope,  from 
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the  line  of  his  sights  and  the  nece^ity  of  oondnnallj  ebimg- 
i&g  the  direction  of  his  tdesoope  in  order  to  keep  t^em  m 
th«  sphere  of  his  vision^  that  either  they,  or  else  the  earthy 
OT  both,  were  in  continual  motion,  and  that  their  motion  was 
in  the  same  direction  relatively  to  the  sun ;  i.  e.  in  an  orbit 
ix^und  that  luminary.  He  saw  that  fact  also  fifom  their 
continual  change  of  position  relatively  to  each  other,  being 
sometimes  in  conjunction,  sometimes  in  opposition,  and  a;t 
different  stages  of  their  movements  in  all  the  different  posi- 
tions relatively  to  each  other  and  the  sun  which  they  would 
occupy  if  they  revolved  round  that  body.  He  saw  also,  with 
the  most  perfect  distinctness,  that  the  satellites  of  Jupiter  re- 
volve around  that  planet,  and  that  the  moon  revolves  round 
the  earth.  He  saw,  also,  that  Venus  and  Mars  vary  at  limes 
in  ^eir  apparent  diameters ;  and  these  are  facts  that  cannot 
be  accounted  for  on  any  supposition  except  that  the  sun  is  the 
Oentre  of  the  planetary  system,  and  that  the  earth  and  other 
planets  move  round  it.  They  are  direct  proofs,  therefore,  that 
they  have  that  motion.  But  Mr.  Hugh  Miller  cannot  allege 
'  a  solitary  geological  fact  that  forms  any  such  proof  of  the 
truth  of  his  theory  of  the  age  of  the  earth ;  or  that  does  not 
admit  of  as  natural  an  explanation  on  the  supposition  that 
the  earth  was  created  at  the  Mosaic  epoch,  about  six  thou- 
sand years  ago,  as  on  the  supposition  that  it  was  called  into 
being  at  any  earlier  period.  In  like  manner  Columbus  saw 
that  the  moon,  the  planets,  and  the  sun,  are  globes,  from  their 
circular  shape.  He  saw  from  the  eclipse  of  the  moon  that  the 
earth  is  a  globe  also,  inasmuch  as  it  casts  a  circular  shadow. 
He  saw  likewise  on  sailing  into  the  Atlantic,  and  even  into 
the  lH*oader  parts  of  the  Mediterranean,  that  the  surface  of 
the  earth  is  everywhere  circular,  from  the  fact  that  distant 
objects,  as  ships,  lofty  islands,  or  mountain  shores^  were  at 
first  visible  only  at  top,  because  the  ocean  rose  in  an  arch 
between  him  and  them,  but  were  seen  more  and  more  in 
their  height  as  that  arch  was  diminishe4  by  his  approach 
to  them.  These  facts  were  positive  proofs  of  the  rotundity 
of  the  earth,  and  admit  of  solution  on  no  other  supposition^ 
Mr.  Miller,  however,  cannot  cite  a  solitary  fact  of  geology 
that  forms  any  such  positive  proof  of  the  truth  of  his  theory 
of  the  age  of  the  earth.  They  are  all  as  easily  solved  on  the 
supposition  that  the  Mosaic  history  of  the  creation  gives  its 
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true  date,  as  t^iat  it  was  called  ktx)  existence  at  tlie  epoch 
Mr.  Miller  would  ^iissign  to  i>ts  creation. 

It  was  a  skeer  mistake  that  the  doctors  at  Salamanca  aM 
Borne  iiftagrRed  that  the  doctrines  of  Oolumbns  and  Galileo 
aare  at  wi^  with  the  Scriptures.  They  are  in  perfect  harmony 
With  then^ ;  as  the  language  <^  the  inspired  word,  which  it 
was  supposed  they  contradicted,  presents  the  phenomena  of 
die  iiattti*al  world  according  as  they  appear  to  the  senses;  and 
tA  those  appearances,  as  such,  are  facts,  the  representation  <^ 
them  as  facts  is  perfectly  accurate  and  true :  while  as  the 
i^ipes  and  inovemettts  of  the  bodies  of  the  solar  system, 
affirmed  by  Columbtis  and  Galileo,  are  the  grounds  and  causes 
4>f  those  appearances,  they  also  are  facts,  and  are  perfectly 
Ma«i6lent  with,  and  necessary  conditions,  indeed,  of  the 
ieatity  and  truth  of  those  other  £9icts  of  appearance.  That 
the  sun  has  the  appearance  of  rising  and  setting,  for  exam- 
ple, k  the  amsequefice  of  the  revolution  of  the  earth  on  ite 
own  aids,  and  is  perfectly  consistent  with  it.  The  whol^ 
difficulty  of  the  Catholic  doctors,  therefore,  arose  from  their 
not  seeing  the  cousiste^^  and  necessary  connexion  of  the  ' 
two  classes  o{  facts. 

Bftt  it  is  not  by  a  mtetahe  that  Mr.  Miller*s  theory  of  the 
creation  and  age  of  the  world  is  supposed  to  be  in  contradio^ 
tion  to  ^  Mosaic  record  of  its  creation.  He  admits  that 
they  are  at  variance  with  each  other.  His  whole  attempt  at' 
harmonizing  them  proceeds  on  the  &ct  that  they  are  point* 
blank  opposites.  He  does  not  pretend  that  the  history  of 
Ac  seven  days  of  Genesis  is  a  history  of  mere  appearances 
to  the  senses,  while  the  facts  that  were  the  grounds  of  those 
appearances  were  of  a  wholly  different  nature.  Instead,  h^ 
vindertakes  to  bring  l&em  into  harmony  by  openly  setting 
aside  the  views  given  in  the  sacred  narrative  of  the  fects,  and 
aa^timiBg  and  affirming  that  the  facts  were  of  altogether  A 
different  nature  I  His  reconciliation  of  what  he  claims  are 
the  real  fiicts  of  the  creation  with  his  theory,  is,  therefore^ 
by  impeaching  the  truth  of  the  inspired  record,  or  else 
wlwlly  setting  it  aside :  not  by  showing  that  they  are  lito- 
rally  and  truly  consistent  with  each  other.  Should  Mh 
Miller  carry  his  investigations  in  astronomy  and  geography 
far  enough  to  comprehend  what  the  relation  of  the  apparent 
£ictB  stated  in  the  Scriptures  is  to  the  astronomical  and  geo^ 
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graphical  facts  for  which  Columbas  and  Galileo  contended, 
and  in  which  the  other  class  have  their  origin,  he  would 
never  venture  again  to  represent  the  relation  of  his  theory 
to  the  Scriptures  as  presenting  any  parallel  to  theirs. 

8.  The  geological  facts  which  Mr.  Miller  alleges  as  indi- 
cating that  the  age  of  the  earth  is  far  greater  than  that 
assigned  to  it  by  the  Mosaic  record  are  no  proofe  whatever 
of  that  greater  age.  They  are  simply  that  the  coast  line  of 
Great  Britain  was  once  farther  inland  than  it  now  is ;  that 
great  excavations  have  been  made  in  the  rocks  by  the  action 
of  the  waves  of  the  sea ;  that  the  climate  was  once  much 
warmer  than  it  is  now ;  and  that  its  races  of  animals  were 
very  different  from  those  that  at  present  inhabit  it  But 
none  of  these  facts  demonstrate  that  more  than  siz  thousand 
years  have  passed  since  the  creation.  Mr.  M.  does  not,  in 
fact,  directly  build  on  them  his  inference  of  the  age  of  the 
world.  He  tacitly  assumes  that  the  agencies  by  which 
the  changes  which  have  taken  place  were  produced  were  of 
the  same  kind  and  acted  with  the  same  degree  of  energy  as 
^  those  by  which  similar  effects  are  wrought  at  the  present 
time,  and  founds  his  theory  on  that  postulate.  Take  that 
away,  and  his  inference  of  the  vast  age  of  the  earth  is  left 
without  any  ground  for  its  support  For  if  the  changes  to 
which  he  refers  were  wrought  by  agencies  of  far  greater 
po<ver  and  that  acted  on  a  far  greater  scale  than  agencies  of 
the  same  classes  are  now  acting,  it  is  apparent  that  those 
changes  may  have  been  wrought  in  a  proportionably  shorter 
period.  Let  it  be  supposed,  for  example,  that  the  rocks  to 
which  he  refers  were,  at  the  time  of  their  elevation  to  their 
present  position,  so  soft  as  to  be  easily  worn  by  the  dash  of 
the  sea,  as  rocks  now  often  are  at  a  c^onsideraUe  distance 
below  the  surface,  and  but  a  few  years,  or  months  even, 
might  have  been  required  to  accomplish  the  excavations 
that  have  been  wrought  in  them.  And  let  it  be  supposed 
that  the  island  of  Great  Britain  was  at  once  upheaved  from 
the  sea,  so  as  to  give  its  ancient  coast  line  its  present  eleva* 
tion,  and  the  recession  of  the  sea  and  the  changes  follow- 
ing it,  in  place  of  requiring  ages,  may  have  been  accom- 
plished in  a  few  days  or  hours. 

Mr.  Miller's  theory  of  the  age  of  the  world  is  not  in  reat 
ity^  therefore,  founded  on  the  facta  of  geology,  which  he 
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alleges  as  demonstrating  it^  but  instead,  on  a  mistaken  and 
most  ungeological  hypothesis  respecting  the  energy  and 
scale  of  the  causes  by  which  they  were  produced.  Had  he 
poshed  his  investigations  into  the  subject  far  enough  to  dis- 
cover this  fact,  which  is  graven  in  the  most  conspicuous  and 
unequivocal  characters  on  the  front  of  the  whole  of  his 
speculations  in  respect  to  the  age  of  the  world,  he  would 
have  seen  that  the  pretext  of  demonstrating,  by  his  geologi- 
cal facts,  that  the  world  is  immensely  older  than  the  history 
in  Genesis  represents,  is  a  mere  sham,  and  that  his  own  and 
the  reasoning  and  declamation  of  others  respecting  it  are 
utterly  unworthy  of  the  name  of  a  science. 

Such  is  his  attempt  to  force  what  he  calls  "  the  two  re- 
cords, the  Mosaic  and  the  geological,"  into  harmony  with 
each  other.  Instead  of  bringing  the  inspired  narrative  of 
the  creation  into*a  concurrence  with  his  theory,  he  has  done 
nothing  except  to  show  that  in  truth,  however  unconscious 
he  may  be  of  the  real  import  of  his  procedure,  he  does  not 
deem  the  testimony  of  the  sacred  word  on  the  subject  of  any 
consideration  whatever ;  first,  by  proclaiming  that  he  re-  - 
gards  the  conclusions  he  has  reached  in  his  speculations  on 
the  age  of  the  world,  as  infallibly  certain,  and  holds  that  it 
is  by  a  false  construction  that  any  declarations  of  the  narra- 
tive in  Genesis  or  other  parts  of  the  Bible  seem  to  contradict 
those  conclusions.  Next,  by  proclaiming  that  the  question 
what  the  true  meaning  of  those  declarations  is,  is  not,  by 
him  at  least,  to  be  determined  by  philology,  that  is  by  the 
language  in  which  they  are  expressed,  construed  by  its 
proper  laws,  but  by  what  he  calls  the  facts  and  conclusions 
of  geology,  and  such  a  sense  ascribed  to  them  as  brings 
them  into  concurrence  with  his  speculative  system.  Thirdly, 
by  proclaiming  that  the  real  facts  of  the  creation  of  the 
earth  were  not  what  the  inspired  narrative  in  Genesis  repre- 
sents them  to  have  been ;  and  assertion  in  direct  contradic- 
tion to  the  definitions  given  in  the  text  itself  and  the  esta- 
blished and  only  meaning  of  the  terms,  that  the  six  days 
of  the  creation  were  "  long  periods,"  instead  of  "  natural 
days,"  and  the  Sabbath  an  eternal  duration,  in  place  of  the 
space  of  the  earth's  revolution  on  its  axis.  His  fancied  vin- 
dication of  his  geological  theory  is,  in  fact,  therefore,  no- 
thing more  nop  less  than  an  admission  that  it  is  in  direct 
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Contravention  of  the  ittspired  na¥r4tJye  <yf  the  creation ;  h 
bold  assertion  tiiat  the  facts  of  the  creation  are  what  hid 
Ifceory  assumes,  not  what  Qtxi  has  declared  them  to  be ; 
and  a  violent  and  lawless  asoiiptkm  to  the  ktiguage  of  th^ 
sacred  hisftorj  of  a  sense  that,  instead  <rf'  belonging  to  % 
involves  it  in  the  most  palpable  and  fetal  contradiction. 
The  efifect  of  his  address,  accordingly,  on  all  who  have  in- 
telligence enough  to  oomprehettd  ils  itoport,  mast  be  to 
depreciate  the  sacred  Scriptureig,  to  excite  flie  impreteioH 
that  they  are  confuted  by  natural  science,  and  consequently 
that  they  cannot  be  the  work  of  inspiration,  but  are  either 
the  fabrication  of  artful,  or  the  dream  of  weak  and  delude 
men,  and  unworthy,  therefore,  of  reliance  or  respect  What 
other  impressions  can  be  left  on  the  minds,  especially  of  the 
young  who  have  no  established  religious  principleis,  by 
such  shallow  and  self-confuting  attempts  to  save  the  Bible 
from  the  discredit  of  a  oontradiotion  by  science?  Th^ 
whole  class  of  professed  Christian  geologists,  to  which  Mr. 
Miller  belongs,  proclaim  With  the  most  unhesitating  asstcr- 
anx5e,  that  geology  has  become  a  demonstrative  science; 
that  the  conclusion  which  it  advances  respecting  th6  vast 
tBgQ  of  the  world,  possesses  all  the  certainty  that  belongs  to 
the  most  unquestionable  facts  and  conclusions  of  astronomy 
or  mechanics ;  and  that  to  admit,  therefore,  that  that  con- 
clusion is  contradicted  by  the  history  of  the  creation  in 
Genesis,  were  to  admit  and  declare  that  that  history  is  not 
true,  and  thence  that  the  Pentateuch,  of  which  it  is  a  part, 
and  the  whole  sacred  volume  indeed,  which  recognises  that 
history  9&  authentic,  is  not  the  word  of  God.  The  minds 
of  the  readers  and  hearers  of  their  discussions^  are  thus  filled 
with  a  vivid  impression,  that  if  their  representations  ar6 
just,  the  question  whether  the  Bible  is  true,  and  entitled  to 
be  received  as  the  word  of  God  ot  not— depends  on  the 
question  whether  it  can  be  legitimately  and  naturally  recon- 
ciled with  the  doctrine  of  geology  respecting  the  age  of  the 
world.  With  this  feeling  raised  to  g^at  strength,  they  turti 
to  the  expedients  by  which  these  geologists  affect  to  recon- 
cile the  dacred  history  with  their  theory,  and  instead  of 
finding  them  legitimate  and  satisfectory,  discover  that  they 
are  mere  arbitrary  assumptions ;  and,  in  fact,  nothing  lesd 
than  virtual  admissions  that  the  sacred  reco^  is  in  total 
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^xntradiotiaQ  to  their  theoory,  and  tbat  the  only  method  in 
whidi  the  two  oan  be  reconciled,  is  by  assuming  that  the 
frots  of  creation  were  what  their  theory  asserts,  not  what 
the  Mosaic  history  declares,  and  that  the  language  of  the 
nered  text,  therefore,  is  not  to  be  considered  as  presenting 
Ae  real  history  of  the  facts,  but  must  be  invested  with  a 
new  and  unnatural  meaning.  One  division  of  them,  accord* 
iii^,  interpolates  an  immeasurable  period  between  the 
first  and  seoond  verses  of  Genesis  i.,  and  asserts  that  the 
real  creation  of  the  worid  took  place  in  that  period,  not  in 
the  six  days  of  the  subsequent  narrative.  Another  denies 
the  legitimacy  of  that  interpolation,  and  pronounces  it 
equally  irreooacilable  with  the  narrative  of  Moses,  and  with 
the  facts  of  geology  ;  and  asserts  that  the  true  solution  c^ 
the  difficulty  is,  that  the  six  days  of  the  creation,  in  place 
of  being  natural  days,  as  they  are  explicitly  defined  in  the 
narrative,  were  prolonged  periods,  probably  of  many  thou- 
sand years ;  and  admits  and  asserts,  therefore,  the  reality 
of  the  conflict  of  the  text  with  their  theory,  which  it  is 
their  professed  object  to  disprove  or  evade.  A  third  party 
rejects  this  expedient^  and  affim^  that  the  creation  of  tin) 
six  days  was  not  a  creation  of  the  races  of  plants  and  ani* 
mah,  generally,  of  the  world  at  that  epoch,  but  only  of 
those  of  a  small  region  lying  north  of  the  Persian  Gulf  that 
had  for  a  short  period  been  buried  beneath  the  sea,  and 
ledaced  to  a  state  of  disorder  and  ruin.  These  theories, 
wholly  inconsistent  with  the  sacred  text,  equally  inconsistent 
in  many  respects  with  the  &cts  of  geology,  founded  on 
mere  arbitrary  assumptions,  and  severally  rejected  and  de- 
nounced as  untenable  by  large  numbers  cS  geologists  them- 
selves^  necessarily  leave  the  impression  that  no  legitimate 
reconciliation  of  the  theory  of  the  great  age  of  the  world 
with  the  inspired  history  of  the  creation,  is  possible ;  and 
naturally  drive  those  who  regard  that  geological  theory  as 
demonstrated  by  scientific  proofs,  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
narrative  in  Genesis  is  not  in  accordance  with  fact,  and 
thence  that  the  Bible  is  not  the  word  of  God.  Such  has 
been  the  result,  it  is  well  known,  and  on  a  large  scale,  of 
the  promulgation  of  these  theories.  Let  any  one  become 
intimately  acquainted  with  a  community  where  th^  hav^ 
been  taught  by  zealous  and  popular  lecturers,  and  he  will 
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find  that  many  of  the  young,  especially,  have  been  imbued 
by  them  with  doubts  of  the  inspiration  of  the  Scriptures ; 
and  many  led  openly  to  reject  them.  Such  notoriously  is  the 
eflfect  of  the  writings  of  Dr.  John  Pye  Smith,  Dr.  Hitch- 
cock, and  others  of  their  class.  Let  any  one  converse  with 
the  sceptical,  who  have  been  educated  in  New  England, 
the  Middle,  or  the  Western  States,  within  the  last  ten  (m: 
fifteen  years,  and  learn  what  the  considerations  were  which 
led  them  to  renounce  their  faith  in  the  inspiration  and 
authority  of  the  sacred  volume ;  and  he  will  find  that  these 
doctrines  of  Dr.  Smith,  Dr.  Hitchcock,  Hugh  Miller,  and 
their  colaborers  in  the  propagation  of  the  system,  were 
among  the  causes  of  their  disbelief  and  are  among  the  rea- 
sons by  which  they  justify  it. 

And  these  speculations  are  tending,  we  believe,  more 
strongly  to  infidelity  at  the  present  time,  than  at  any  former 
period.  Several  causes  contribute  to  bear  them  in  that 
direction.  The  forwardness  and  eagerness  with  which  many 
in  the  sacred  office  have  given  their  assent  to  the  theory  of 
the  vast  age  of  the  earth,  and  the  confident  and  boastful  air 
with  which  they  have  adopted  and  paraded  these  methods 
of  vindicating  the  inspired  history  of  the  creation  from  the 
charge  of  confutation  by  geology,  make  a  depp  impression 
on  the  minds  of  many,  either  that  they  know  nothing  of  the 
respect  in  which  the  Bible  should  be  held,  if  it  is  truly  be- 
lieved to  be  the  word  of  God ;  or  else  that  they  secretly 
feel  that  it  is  not  susceptible  of  unanswerable  vindication, 
and  are  willing  to  snatch  at  any  pretext  that  for  the  moment 
may  seem  to  save  them  from  the  disgrace  of  pursuing  a 
profession  that  is  a  deception,  and  worthy  only  of  the  weak, 
the  fanatical,  and  the  unscrupulous.  To  what  other  conclu- 
sion can  they  naturally  be  led,  when  they  see  parties  making 
great  pretensions  to  learning,  piety,  and  influence,  resorting 
to  expedients  to  reconcile  the  statements  of  the  Scriptures 
with  their  geological  theories,  that  in  any  other  sphere 
would  be  deemed,  in  the  utmost  degree,  disgraceful  for  their 
senselessness,  arbitrariness,  and  violence? 

The  confutation  of  these  attempts  to  bring  the  word  of 
God  into  harmony  with  the  geological  theory,  by  the  new 
facts  that  are  brought  to  light  by  the  progress  of  the  science 
itself  excites  a  distrust  of  the  ostentatious  and  boastful  pre- 
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texts  of  these  parties,  and  begets  the  feeling  that  no  reliance 
is  to  be  placed  on  any  of  the  expedients  by  which  they  en- 
deavor to  shield  the  sacred  volume  from  the  discredit  of 
confutation  by  geology.  The  discoveries  of  the  last  few- 
years,  for  example,  have  shown,  as  Mr.  M.  states,  that  many 
of  the  species  of  plants  and  animals  that  now  live  on  the 
globe,  existed  also  when  a  portion  of  the  deposits .  were 
formed  which  geologists  assign  to  a  period  many  ages  ante- 
rior to  the  Mosaic  epoch,  and  prove,  therefore,  that  if  the 
geological  theory  is  correct,  the  creation  of  which  Moses 
gives  the  history  either  cannot  have  been  the  creation  of 
the  present  races  of  plants  and  animals,  or  else  that  their 
creation  cannot  have  taken  place  at  the  time  to  which  his 
history  refers  them.  All  the  bold  assumptions,  the  airy 
assertions,  and  the  pompous  declamation  of  Dr.  Chalmers, 
Dr.  Smith,  Dr.  Hitchcock,  and  others  of  that  class,  respect- 
ing a  period  of  universal  chaos,  darkness,  and  death  on  the 
globe,  immediately  anterior  to  the  Mosaic  epoch,  six  thou- 
sand years  ago,  are,  accordingly,  completely  set  aside,  and 
shown  to  be  the  merest  fictions  and  delusions.  What  else 
can  be  expected  to  result  from  such  an  ignominious  confu- 
tation of  the  expedient  on  which  they  so  presumptuously 
ventured  the  vindication  of  the  sacred  word,  than  the  feel- 
ing that  all  the  other  pretexts  that  are  brought  forward  for 
the  purpose,  are  equally  hollow,  and  will  in  time  meet  a  like 
refutation  ? 

And  finally,  the  same  efiect  is  likely  to  result  from  the 
discoveries  that  are  said  to  have  been  made  within  a  few 
years,  of  human  relics  in  deposits  that  are  referred  by  geo- 
logists to  a  period  many  ages  anterior  to  the  epoch  of  the 
Mosaic  creation.  It  is  maintained  by  geologists  generally,  • 
who  profess  to  regard  the  Scriptures  as  the  word  of  God, 
that  the  introduction  of  man  upon  the  earth  took  place  at 
the  epoch  assigned  to  his  creation  by  the  history  in  Genesis 
i.  Consequently,  believing  that  the  earth  itself  was  called 
into  existence,  and  peopled  with  plants  and  animals  innu- 
merable ages  anterior  to  him,  and  that  the  strata  in  which 
their  generations  lie  fossilized,  were  formed  by  slow  pro- 
cesses, they  maintain  not  only  that  the  great  bulk  of  the 
fossilized  plants  and  animals  had  their  being  incalculable 
periods  before  the  date  of  man's  creation,  but  that  the  relics 
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of  the  huge  animals  that  lie  in  the  strata  of  the  later  t^* 
tiarj  periods,  preceded  him  also  by  many  thousands  of 
years;  and  this  results  as  necessarily  &om  the  principle  on 
which  their  theory  is  founded,  as  their  conclusion  does  that 
the  formation  of  the  other  strata  was  the  work  of  a  gradual 
process,  and  occupied  a  vast  series  of  ages.  Facts^  howeveri 
which  have  come  to  light  within  a  few  years,  have  proved 
that  this  branch  of  their  scheme  is  mistaken^  and  shown 
that  man  co-existed  with  the  mastodon  and  the  other  mnm^ 
moth  animals  that  were  its  contemporaries.  It  is^;ated  in 
the  Year  Book  of  Facts  for  1854,  that  at  the  meeting  of  the 
German  Association  for  the  Promotion  of  Science,  at  Tu* 
hingen,  last  September,  it  was:  announced  that  many  human 
teeth,  and  several  nearly  perfect  human  skulls,  had  been 
found  in  the  Swabian  Alp%  intermixed  with  the  relies  of 
the  mastodon  and  other  gigantic  animals  of  the  same  period, 
and  demonstrating  that  man  existed  contemporaneously 
with  them.  This  discovery,  verified  by  such  proo&  as'  to 
command  the  assent  of  the  Association,  overturns  a  vast 
amount  of  assumption  and  speculation  by  geologists  on  the 
Mibject.  Sir  Charles  Lyell,  for  example,  assigns  the  maato* 
don  to  a  period  more  than  80,060  year&ago.  Referring  to  its 
relics  found  in  several  places  in  this  State,  he  says  :-^ 

'^  It  would  be  rash  to  infeK,  that  theses  quadrupedft  were  mired  ia 
modern  timeSy  unless  we  use  that  term  strictly  in  a  geological  sense. 
I  have  shown  that  there  is  a  fluviatile  deposit  in  the  valley  of  the 
Niagara  containing  shells  of  the.  Melania,  Ljronea,  Planorbis,  Val- 
vata,  <&o.,  all  of  recent  species,  from  which  the  bones  of  the  great 
mastodon  have  been  tuken  in  a  very  perfect  state.  Tet  the  whole 
excavation  of  the  ravine  for  many  miles  below  the  Falls  has  been 
slowly  effected,  since  that  fluviatile  deposit  was  thrown  down. 

**  Whether  or  not,  in  assigning  a  period  of  more  than  80,000 
years  for  the  recession  of  the  Falls  from  Queenstown  to  their  present 
site,  I  have  over  or  under  estimated  the  time  required  for  that  ope- 
ration, no  one  can  doubt  that  a  vattt  nnmber  of  eentarie*  must  have 
elapsed  before  so  great  a  series  of  geographical  changes  were  brought 
about  as  have  occurred  since  the  entombment  of  this  elephantine 
quadruped." — Mcmaud  of  JSiemeutaip  Qeolo^,  p.  138. 

To  all  those  who  continue  to  adhere  to  the  theory  that  it 
was  by  slow  processes  that  those  geological  changes  we?e 
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"wrought,  on  which  the  uitereuoe  of  the  vast  age  of  the 
world  is  founded,  the  discovery  that  man  was  contemporary 
with  the  mastiodoD,  that  is  held  to  have  flourished  30,000 
years  ago,  will  lead  to  the  conclusion,  not  that  these  specula- 
tions in  respect  to  the  distance  of  the  period  when  that  animal 
flourished  aire  incorrect,  but  that  the  narrative  of  Genesis, 
which  represents  that  man  was  created  but  about  six  thou- 
sand years  since,  is  mistaken,  and  therefore  that  neither  the 
Pentateuch  nor  any  other  part  of  the  sacred  volume  is  in- 
spired. 

This  result  is  openly  revealed,  indeed,  by  Agassiz,  Nott, 
and  others  of  that  class.  Professor  Agassiz  refers  parts  of 
a  human  skeleton,  found  in  a  conglomerate  in  Florida,  to  a 

years  anterior  to  the  Mosaic 
keleton  of  an  Indian,  disinter- 
lan  60,000  years  before  that  pe- 
d  facts  the  ground  of  an  open 
city  of  the  history  of  the  origin 
if  any  reliance  is  to  be  placed 
*The  Types  of  Mankind,"  to 
liuman  relics  have  in  a  consi- 
eeu  found  both  in  Europe  and 
on  with  the  bones  of  the  mas- 
and  other  contemporary  ani- 
ormations  that  are  referred  by 
terior  to  the  date  assigned  by 
whether  they  are  authentic  or 
effectively  disproved,  and  if 
}{  a  certain  class  who  wish  to 
adhere  to  the  Mosaic  history  of  the  creation  of  man,  they 
cannot  to  all,  and  they  will  have  the  efiEect  on  a  large  pro- 
portion of  minds  which  they  would  were  they  shown  to  be 
genuine  by  the  most  decisive  evidence,  and  by  all  sucb  will 
be  considered  as  presenting  as  unanswerable  a  demonstration 
that  man  existed  many  thousands  of  years  before  the  date 
assigned  to  the  creation  by  Moses,  as  any  other  geological 
facts  are,  that  the  plants  and  animals  that  lie  buried  in  the 
strata,  existed  many  ages  before  that  epoch.     To  all  who 
admit  the  data,  and  assent  to  the  principle  on  which  the 
geologists  build  their  inference  respecting  the  age  of  the 
world,  the  conclusion  against  the  late  introduction  of  man 
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on  the  earth,  is  as  unavoidable  and  imperative,  as  the  con- 
clusion is  against  the  late  creation  of  the  fossilized  animals 
and  plants.  As,  therefore,  discoveries  of  the  kind  continue 
to  multiply,  and  rise,  as  they  are  likely  to,  to  a  more  indis- 
putable and  emphatic  character,  the  whole  body  of  geolo- 
gists will  be  forced  either  to  abandon  the  entire  ground  on 
which  they  proceed  in  their  speculations  in  reference  to  the 
age  of  the  world,  or  else  to  pass  into  undisguised  and  un- 
mitigated infidelity.  That  the  last  will  be  the  issue  with  the 
young  generally  who  have  never  had  a  firm  faith  in  the 
inspiration  of  the  Scriptures,  there  is  no  reason  to  dpubt 
Nor  will  it  be  likely  to  be  confined  to  them.  There  is  a  large 
class  who  have  become  fanatics  in  geology,  and  who,  hav- 
ing spent  much  of  their  lives  in  teaching  their  favorite  the- 
ories respecting  the  formation  of  the  strata,  the  immeasura- 
ble age  of  the  world,  and  the  claims  of  their  speculations  to 
the  rank  of  a  science,  published  books  on  the  subject,  and 
risen  to  a  measure  of  conspicuity  and  popularity  by  their 
teachings; — when  brought  to  the  question  whether  they 
will  publicly  acknowledge  that  all  their  confident  assump- 
tions, reasonings,  and  declamation  on  the  subject  have  been 
wholly  mistaken,  relinquish  their  reputation,  and  forego  the 
prospect  of  further  gains  from  their  labors ;  or  persevering 
in  their  deceptions,  will  give  up  Christianity — will,  there  is 
ground  to  fear,  prefer  to  renounce  the  word  of  God,  rather 
than  themselves ;  and  will  then  labor  with  as  much  zeal  to 
carry  their  adherents  with  them,  as  they  now  do  to  imbue 
them  with  faith  in  their  present  theories.  It  were  vain  to 
imagine  that  men  who  now  subject  the  word  of  God  to  such 
violent  contortions  and  misrepresentations  to  answer  their 
ends,  will  then  be  withheld  by  any  delicate  scruples,  from 
renouncing  it  altogether  as  a  JGe^ble,  confuted  by  their  boasted 
science. 
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Abt.  VL — ^A  Designation  and  Exposition  op  the 
Figures  in  Isaiah,  Chapter  ixvn. 

The  prophecy  of  tliis  chapter  is  shown  to  be  a  continua- 
tion of  that  of  the  preceding,  by  the  statement,  v.  1,  that  its 
events  are  to  take  place  at  the  same  period.  The  great  events 
foretold  in  chap.  xxvL  are  the  resurrection  of  the  holy  dead, 
the  destruction  of  the  great  enemies  of  the  Israelites,  and  the 
judgment  of  the  nations.  The  predictions  of  this  chapter  are, 
first,  the  conquest  of  the  great  antagonists  of  God's  people, 
Satan  and  the  persecuting  civil  powers ;  and  next,  the  song 
that  is  then  to  be  sung  by  the  Israelites,  their  re-establishment 
as  a  people,  the  desolation  of  the  great  rival  powers  by  which 
they  had  been  conquered ;  and  finally,  their  complete  resto- 
ration fix>m  dispersion. 

1.  Hypocatastasis.  "  In  that  day  shall  Jehovah  with  his 
hard,  great^  and  strong  sword  visit  upon  leviathan  the  swift 
serpent,  and  upon  leviathan  the  coiled  serpent,  and  shall 
slay  the  dragon  that  is  in  the  sea,"  v.  1.  To  visit  with  or 
bring  the  sword  upon  the  serpent  is  used  by  substitution  for 
inflicting  on  him  a  disabling  blow,  a  defeat,  by  which  he  is 
to  be  disarmed  and  prevented  from  continuing  his  mischiev- 
ous agency.  The  infliction  on  him  is  to  differ,  therefore, 
from  that  on  the  dragon,  as  the  latter  is  not  simply  to  be 
conquered  and  disarmed,  but  struck  from  life. 

2,  8.  Elliptical  metaphors  in  denominating  the  powers, 
one  of  whom  is  thus  to  be  conquered  and  the  other  slain, 
the  serpent  and  the  dragon.  That  they  are  not  used  literally 
is  apparent  from  the  fact  that  there  is  no  single  animal  that 
hesjrs  the  name  of  the  swifi  and  coiled  serpent  in  distinction 
from  all  others  of  the  serpent  species,  nor  any  single  animal 
of  the  sea  that  is  called  the  dragon  in  distinction  from  all 
others  bearing  that  name.  They  are  used  by  a  metaphor  as 
names  of  orders  and  combinations  of  agents  in  the  intelligent 
world,  or  in  relation  to  men  generally  that  present  an  analogy 
to  what  such  animals,  were  there  such,  would  be  to  land  and 
sea.  By  the  serpent  is  doubtless  meant  Satan  with  his  legions, 
who,  in  the  Apocalypse,  is  denominated  '*  that  old  serpent 
who  is  the  devil  and  Satan."  The  event  denoted  by  God's 
visiting  him  with  his  hard,  great,  and  strong  sword,  is  un- 
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doubtedly  the  same  as  that  which  is,  in  the  Apocalypse, 
symbolized  by  his  being  seized,  bound  with  a  great  chain, 
and  shut  up  in  the  prison  of  hades  during  the  thousand 
years  of  the  saints'  reign  on  the  earth.  By  the  dragon  is 
meant  as  clearly  the  beast  of  seven  heads  and  ten  horns, 
who  is  called  the  dragon  Rev.  xii.  3,  the  symbol  of  the  civil, 
usurping,  and  persecuting  powers  of  the  Roman  empire 
down  to  its  final  fall  at  the  coming  of  Christ,  when  the 
rulers  whom  the  monster  denotes  are  to  be  destroyed,  Dan. 
vii.  9-13,  Rev.  xix.  11-21.  If  it  is  not  the  representative  of 
the  same  powers  as  the  ten-homed  beast  in  its  last  form, 
which  is  distinguished.  Rev.  xiii.,  from  the  dragon,  it  must 
be  considered  as  denoting  the  civil,  persecuting  rulers  of  the 
eastern  Roman  empire,  of  which,  aft«r  the  conquest  of  the 
western  half  by  the  Goths  down  to  the  fall  of  Constantinople 
in  1453,  the  dragon  was  the  symbol  ;*  and  then  of  the  new 
empire  that  is  to  succeed  that  of  the  Turks  in  the  east,  and 
which,  it  seems  to  be  shown  by  the  re-appearance  of  the 
dragon,  in  the  Apocalypse,  at  the  last  great  conflict,  is  to  be 
established  there  at  the  time  of  the  emission  of  the  unclean 
spirits,  shortly  before  the  effusion  of  the  seventh  vial.  It 
probably  denotes,  therefore,  the  same  power  as  the  Gog  and 
Magog  of  Ezekiel  xxxviii.,  xxxix.,  who  are,  at  the  restora- 
tion of  Israel,  to  be  slain  on  the  mountains  of  Palestine. 
That  these  are  the  agents  meant  by  the  serpent  and  dra- 
gon is  made  certain,  moreover,  by  the  fact  that  the  time 
when  these  inflictions  are  to  take  place  is  that  of  Christ's 
advent,  resurrection  of  the  holy  dead,  and  judgment  of  the 
nations,  chap.  xxvi.  12-21,  when  the  antichristian  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  powers  are  to  be  destroyed,  and  Satan  is  to  be 
bound  and  imprisoned  in  hades. 

4.  Apostrophe.  "In  that  day,  sing  ye  of  her,"  v.  2.  The 
persons  addressed  are  undoubtedly  individuals,  families,  or 
communities  of  Israelites  who  can  unite  in  the  song ;  and 
those  whom  the  garden  of  wine  or  vineyard  denotes,  are  the 
Israelites  collectively  as  God's  chosen  heritage.  This  is  ap- 
parent from  the  close  of  the  song,  in  which  it  is  predicted 
that  the  descendants  of  Jacob  shall  take  root  like  a  flourish- 
ing vine,  and  Israel  shall  blossom  and  bud  like  the  vines  of 
a  grape-bearing  country,  and  fill  the  face  of  the  world  with 
fruit,  V.  6. 
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5.  Hjpocatastasis  in  the  substitution  of  a  vineyard  for 
God's  chosen  people,  and  of  his  acts  in  protecting  the  vine- 
yard for  his  watching  over  and  defending  them.  The  song 
begins  with  **  A  garden  of  wine,"  or  "  A  vineyard  of  wine," 
in  which  there  is  an  ellipsis  of  a  verb  and  pronoun,  the 
sense  being  a  garden  of  wine  I  have,  or  a  garden  of  wine  is 
mine: 

'^  A  garden  of  wine  is  mine, 

I  Jehovah  am  keeping  her, 

Every  moment  I  will  water  her ; 

Lest  any  hurt  her 

Night  and  day  will  I  keep  her. 

Anger  is  not  in  me." — Vs.  8,  4. 

These  are  all  acts  of  Jehovah,  and  they  are  used  as  repre- 
sentatives of  analogous  acts  he  will  exert  towards  Israel  as 
his  chosen  people: 

^  Who  will  set  thorns  and  briers  against  me  I 
In  battle  I  would  go  through  them, 
I  would  bum  them  together." — V.  4.     ^ 

Thorns  and  briers  are  to  a  vineyard,  what  to  God's  people 
usurping  apostates  are  who  attempt  to  obstruct  and  destroy 
them,  and  substitute  the  wicked  in  their  place.  The  mean- 
ing, accordingly,  of  the  interrogatory.  Who  will  set  thorns 
and  briers  against  me  in  my  vineyard,  is,  Who  will  now 
raise  a  hostile  party  among  my  people,  perverting  them  again 
to  apostasy,  and  arraying  them  against  me,  like  their  cor- 
rupters in  former  days  ?  And  tlfe  assurance  that  he  would 
instantly  assail  such  thorns  and  briers  with  the  instruments 
of  extermination,  and  bum  them  together,  signifies  that 
were  anothtsr  attempt  made  to  introduce  apostates  among  his 
chosen  people,  instead  of  allowing  them  to  live  as  he  does 
xmder  the  present  dispensation,  and  carry  out  their  schemes 
of  pride,  ambition,  and  rivalry  to  him,  he  would  instantly 
destroy  them. 

^  Rather  let  him  lay  hold  of  my  strength  t 
Let  him  make  peace  with  me  I 
Peace  let  him  make  with  me  1" — ^V.  6. 

6.  Metonymy,  of  strength  for  God,  whose  strength  it  is 
of  which  his  people  are  to  take  hold. 
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6.  Hypocatastasis,  in  the  substitution  of  taking  hold  o^ 
for  firmly  relying  on  God.  God  is  not  to  be  literally  taken 
hold  of;  but  he  is  to  be  made  the  object  of  trust  as  firmly  as 
though  his  power  could  be  grasped  by  the  hand,  and  inade 
to  yield  an  omnipotent  protection. 

7,  8,  9, 10,  11.  Metaphors  in  the  use  of  take  root,  bud, 
blossom,  fill,  and  finiit  "  In  coming  "  time,  "  Jacob  shall 
take  root,  Israel  shall  bud  and  blossom,  and  they  shall  fill 
the  face  of  the  earth  with  firuit,"  v.  6.  From  this  period, 
that  people,  in  place  of  being  seduced  into  rebellion,  as  in 
former  ages,  and  smitten  with  avenging  judgments  for  their 
sins,  are  to  continue  in  obedience  and  in  the  enjoyment  of 
God's  favor,  and  advance  in  numbers  and  in  glory,  like  a 
vine  that  takes  root  in  a  fertile  soil,  where  it  is  sheltered  from 
injury,  spreads  itself  on  every  hand,  and  fills  the  scene  with 
the  beauty  of  its  foliage,  and  the  luxuriance  of  its  clusters. 
To  fill  the  face  of  the  land  with  fruit,  is  to  make  it  abundant 
wherever  there  is  room  for  it  to  grow,  as  a  vessel  is  filled 
with  the  element  that  occupies  all  its  space. 

12.  Metonymy  of  face — of  the  earth  or  land— for  its  sur- 
£BU3e.  The  song  is  thus  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the 
sacred  volume,  both  for  the  imagery  it  employs,  and  the 
gracious  purposes  it  reveals;  and  it  presents  a  very  emphatic 
confutation  of  the  views  that  are  commonly  entertained  of 
the  state  of  God's  people  during  the  millennium.  Those 
generally  who  disbelieve  that  Christ  is  to  reign  on  the  earth 
during  that  period,  have  no  expectation,  even  if  they  hold 
that  the  Israelites  are  to  be  restored  to  their  ancient  land, 
that  their  condition  is  then  to  be  such  as  this  prophecy  fore- 
shows. They  very  generally,  at  least,  imagine  that  the  state 
of  Israelitish  and  Gentile  believers  is  then  to  be  very  little 
better  than  at  present^  except  that  the  nations  will,  in  the 
main,  be  Christianized,  that  all  persecution  will  cease,  and 
that  a  larger  measure  of  knowledge  and  virtue  will  prevail. 
That  God  will  then  watch  over  his  chosen  people,  or  the 
Gentile  church,  with  the  ceaseless  vigilance  and  infinite  ten- 
derness which  this  song  foreshows ;  that  he  will  no  longer 
inflict  his  wrath  on  his  ancient  people ;  that  he  will  never 
again  allow  apostates  to  rise  among  them,  and  usurp  his 
name  and  place;  they  have  not  the  slightest  conception.  All 
their  notions  proceed  on  the  supposition  that  men  are  to 
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be  in  much  the  state  they  now  are ;  that  the  same  haman 
instramentalitj  is  to  be  employed  for  the  conversion  of  the 
unbelieving  as  is  now  used  for  the  purpose ;  and  that  the 
agencies  and  schemes  in  which  they  are  now  engaged  for 
the  redemption  of  the  world,  are  to  be  perpetuated  for  the 
purpose,  and  be  the  means  of  all  the  triumphs  the  gospel  is 
ever  to  achieve. 

The  prophet  next  proceeds  to  show  that  the  object  for 
which  God  now  chastises  his  people,  is  not  like  that  with 
which  he  takes  vengeance  on  their  enemies,  to  destroy  them, 
bat  to  recall  them  from  their  idolatry,  and  purify  them  from 
their  sins. 

13,  14.  Comparisons :  ''  Has  he  smitten  him,  as  he  smote 
those  that  smote  him ;  and  is  he  slain,  like  the  slaughter  of 
those  that  slew  him?"  v.  7.  Those  who  smote^nd  slew 
Israel,  are  the  nations  that  were  the  instruments  o^nflicting 
Grod's  vengeance  on  them;  the  Philistines,  the  Assyrians,  the 
Babylonians,  the  Egyptians,  the  Moabites,  and  the  Syrians. 
AH  these  have  been  conquered  by  others,  and  swept  from 
existence;  and  this  accords  with  what  is  predicted  in  Jere- 
miah XXX.  11,  "  I  am  with  thee,  saith  the  Lord,  to  save  thee: 
Though  I  make  afuU  end  of  all  nations  whither  I  have  scat- 
tered thee,  yet  will  I  not  make  a  fall  end  of  thee ;  but  I 
will  correct  thee  in  measure,  and  will  not  leave  thee  alto- 
gether unpunished." 

15.  Hypocatastasis,  in  the  substitution  of  hard  wind — ^a 
short  blast,  a  storm  of  but  a  day's  continuance,  for  the  ana- 
logous violent  means  by  which  the  Israelites  were  driven 
into  exile ;  "  In  measure,  by  sending  her  away,  thou  dost 
contend  with  her.  He  removes  her  by  his  hard  wind  in  the 
day  of  the  east  wind,"  v.  8.  The  triumphs  over  them  of 
the  Assyrians,  Babylonians,  Egjrptians,  Moabites,  and  others, 
were  but  like  the  hot  blasts  from  the  desert,  that  for  a  mo- 
ment prostrate  those  over  whom  they  sweep,  and  strike  the 
fields  and  gardens  with  blight;  they  were  temporary,  only, 
and  were  designed  to  punish  and  correct,  not  to  destroy 
them. 

16, 17, 18.  Metaphors,  in  the  use  of  purged,  fruit,  and 
take  away :  "  Therefore  by  this  shall  Jacob's  iniquity  be 
purged,  and  this  is  all  its  fruit,  to  take  away  his  sin,"  v.  9. 
They  are  to  be  purified  by  the  judgments  that  are  inflicted 


Digitized  by 


Google 


150  A  Designation  and  Exposition  [J^^Jt 

on  them ;  that  is  the  effect  that  is  sought  by  their  chastise- 
ment ;  and  the  sins  of  which  they  are  thus  to  be  cured  are 
especially  those  of  idolatry. 

19.  Comparison  of  the  destruction  of  their  idol  altars  to 
the  crushing  of  limestones  that  have  been  beaten  to  frag- 
ments or  powder.  This  purification  is  to  be  accomplished, 
"  When  he  makes  all  the  stones  of  the  altar,  like  limestones 
that  are  beaten  asunder,  and  the  groves  and  the  images  shall 
rise  no  more,"  v.  9  f  that  is,  when  they  have  abandoned 
their  idols,  and  demolished  their  altars.  This  was  accom- 
plished in  respect  to  Judah,  in  a  great  measure,  by  the 
Babylonian  captivity.  It  will  be  accomplished  in  respect 
to  such  of  the  ten  tribes  as  may  still  be  idolaters,  on  their 
restoration.  But  his  judgments  are  to  have  a  wholly  dif- 
ferent isye  with  their  enemies,  the  Babylonians. 

20.  Comparison  of  the  condition  to  which  the  defenced 
city  is  to  be  reduced^  to  a  wilderness.  "  But  the  defenced 
city  shall  be  desolate,  an  habitation  forsaken,  and  deserted 
like  a  wilderness.  There  shall  the  calf  feed,  and  there  shall 
he  lie  down,  and  devour  her  branches.  When  her  boughs 
are  withered,  they  shall  be  broken  ;  women  shall  come  and 
set  them  on  fire.  Surely  it  is  a  people  of  no  understand- 
ing ;  Therefore  he  that  made  them,  will  not  have  mercy  on 
them ;  and  he  that  formed  them  will  show  them  no  favor," 
V.  10,  11.  The  defenced  city  whose  ruin  is  here  foretold, 
is  doubtless  Babylon,  to  which  the  people  of  Judea  were 
first  carried  captive,  and  which  has  for  ages  been  reduced 
to  the  condition  that  is  here  described.  What  a  contrast 
the  fate  of  that  proud  capital  and  its  cruel  inhabitants  pre- 
sent to  Jerusalem  and  the  Israelites  I  Babylon  is  never  to 
be  rebuilt ;  and  of  its  population,  not  a  trace  remains.  "So 
people  or  tribe  now  subsists  that  bears  their  name,  or  traces 
to  them  its  lineage.  But  the  Israelites,  notwithstanding  all 
the  awful  judgments  with  which  they  have  been  smitted, 
survive  in  great  numbers,  continue  a  distinct  lineage,  and 
are  again  to  be  acknowledged  as  God's  chosen  people,  and 
returned  to  their  ancient  land ;  their  capital  is  to  be  rebuilt, 
and  again  be  the  scene  of  God's  visible  manifestation  of 
himself;  and  they  are  to  dwell  and  flourish  there  under  his 
immediate  rule  as  their  king,  for  ever. 

21.  Hypocatastasis,  in  the  use  of  beat  off,  as  in  gathering 
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the  fruit  of  trees,  for  a  careful  collecting,  or  ingathering. 
"And*  it  shall  be  in  that  day,  that  Jehovah  shall  beat  off 
from  the  channel  of  the  river  to  the  stream  of  Egypt,  and 
ye  shall  be  gathered  one  by  one,  or  every  one,  O  ye  chil- 
dren of  Israel,"  v.  12.  The  day  here  designated,  is  the 
day  of  Babylon's  total  desolation.  The  ingathering  of  the 
Israelites  here  foreshown,  is  therefore  yet  future ;  as  at  the 
time  of  the  return  of  the  Babylonian  exiles,  that  city  had 
not  been  reduced  to  such  a  state  of  desolation ;  nor  was  it 
till  a  long  period  after.  The  channel  of  the  river  is  the 
channel  of  the  Euphrates.  The  stream  of  Egypt  is  not  the 
Nile,  but  a  small  stream  near  the  border  of  Egypt  towards 
Palestine. 

22.  Hypocatastasis.  '^  And  it  shall  be  in  that  day,  a  great 
trumpet  shall  be  blown,  and  they  shall  come  that  were  lost 
in  the  land  of  Assyria,  and  those  cast  out  in  the  land  of 
Egypt^  and  shall  bow  down  to  Jehovah  in  the  holy  moun- 
tain in  Jerusalem,"  v.  13.  The  blowing  of  a  great  trum- 
pet is  probably  used  by  substitution  for  some  analogous 
means,  by  which  the  Israelites  are  to  be  summoned  to  re- 
turn to  their  national  land,  as  in  chapter  ix.  it  is  said  that 
Christ  is  then  to  stand  as  a  signal  to  them,  and  in  chapter 
Ixvi.  that  he  is  then  to  give  a  sign.  It  indicates  that  the 
restoration  is  yet  future ;  as  no  such  trumpet  blast,  as  far  as 
is  known,  nor  any  other  signal  answering  to  it^  was  em- 
ployed to  summon  the  Israelites  to  commence  their  journey 
to  Judea,  on  their  return  from  their  captivity  at  Babylon. 

This  prophecy  then,  like  many  others,  foreshows  that  at 
the  time  of  the  resurrection  of  the  holy  dead,  which  is  to 
be  at  the  time  of  Christ's  coming  and  judgment  of  the  na- 
tions, the  great  powers  that  are  arrayed  against  his  king- 
dom, Satan  and  his  angels,  and  the  apostate  and  usurping 
dvil  rulers  of  Christendom,  are  the  one  to  be  disabled,  and 
the  other  destroyed,  so  that  they  can  offer  no  further  ob- 
struction to  his  reign;  that  then  the  Israelites  are  to  be 
gathered  from  their  dispersion,  and  become  worshippers 
of  Jehovah  at  Jerusalem;  and  that  he  is  thereafter  to  watch 
over  them  with  infinite  tenderness  and  care,  and  prevent 
them  from  ever  again  being  seduced  to  a  false  worship. 
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Abt.  Vn.— The  Tactics  of  a  Class  of  Fltra-pabty 
Antimillenarians. 

In  the  article  in  the  April  number  of  the  Journal,  on 
Christ's  Second  Coming,  after  alleging  a  series  of  passages 
from  the  prophets,  showing  that  his  "second  coming  and 
the  commencement  of  his  reign  over  the  nations  are  to  take 
place  at  the  time  of  the  restoration  of  the  Israelites  and  de- 
struction of  the  hostile  powers  that  endeavor  to  retain  them 
in  subjection,'*  we  added : 

"  The  contemporaneousness  of  these  events  is  revealed  also,  Zech. 
ix.: 

''*Bejoice  greatly^  O  daughter  of  i^on;  shout,  O  daughter  of 
Jerusalem:  behold,  thy  King  cometh  unto  thee:  he  is  just  and 
having  salvation,  lowly  and  riding  upon  an  ass,  and  upon  a  oolt  the 
foal  of  an  ass.  And  I  will  cut  off  the  chariot  from  Ephraim  and  the 
horse  from  Jerusalem,  and  the  battle  bow  shall  be  cut  off:  and  he 
shall  speak  peace  unto  the  heathen ;  and  his  dominion  shall  be  from 
sea  to  sea,  and  from  the  river  to  the  ends  of  the  eartL' — ^Ys.  9-10. 

"  But  when  Ib  the  King  of  Zion  thus  to  come  to  her,  destroy  all 
the  implements  of  war,  and  extend  his  dominion  over  the  whole 
earth?  When  he  delivers  the  Israelites  from  their  captivity,  vs.  11, 
12,  and  restores  them  to  their  own  land,  v.  16." 

The  passage  from  Zechariah,  the  reader  will  perceive,  is  a 
two-fold  prediction :  first,  that  Christ  their  king  should  come 
to  ihe  people  of  Jerusalem,  denominated  the  daughter  of 
Zion ;  and  secondly,  that  when  he  had  thus  come  to  them, 
he  should  display  certain  characteristics  and  exert  certain 
acts.  He  was  to  be  just  and  having  salvation ;  he  was  to 
be  lowly  and  riding  upon  an  ass.  He  was  to  cut  off  the 
chariot  from  Ephraim,  the  horse  from  Jerusalem,  and  the 
battle  bow ;  that  is,  he  was  to  destroy  the  hostile  hosts  that 
were  there  to  be  assembled  against  the  Israelites,  as  is  fore- 
shown in  several  predictions  we  had  previously  quoted ;  or, 
if  it  is  thought  more  probably  the  meaning  of  the  prophecy, — 
he  was  to  put  an  end  to  the  use  of  the  implements  of  war, 
and  cause  them  to  be  converted  into  instruments  of  hus- 
bandry, as  is  foreshown  Isaiah  ii.  4 :  and  he  was  to  speak 
peace  unto  the  heathen,  and  was  to  extend  his  dominion  from 
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sea  to  sea,  and  from  the  river  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  All 
these  are  predictions  of  acts  that  were  to  be  exerted  by  him, 
and  characteristics  he  was  to  display  after  fie  had  come  to  the 
people  of  Jerusalem.  There  is  no  hint  in  them  what  the  mode 
was  to  be  in  which  he  was  to  come  from  heaven.  The  predic- 
tion that  he  should  "  ride  upon  an  ass,  and  upon  the  foal  of 
an  ass  "  is  not  a  prediction  of  the  mode  in  which  he  was  to 
descend  frvm  heaven  at  his  incarnation  or  his  second  advent 
It  is  a  prophecy  of  an  act  he  was  to  exert  after  fie  had  com^e 
from  fieaven,  and  it  had  its  fulfilment  afler  his  first  advent  in 
his  riding  into  Jerusalem  on  an  ass,  as  recorded  Matt.  xxi.  1-5. 
It  was  not  necessary  for  us  to  state  that  it  is  not  a  prediction 
of  the  mode  in  which  he  was  to  descend  from  heaven,  as 
every  reader  of  the  Bible  knows  that  it  is  a  prophecy  solely 
of  the  mode  in  which,  after  his  advent,  he  was  to  enter 
Jerusalem.  It  was  not  necessary  for  us  to  state  that  it  had 
its  accomplishment  immediately  before  his  crucifixion,  as 
that  also  is  known  to  every  reader  of  the  New  Testament. 

The  prediction,  however,  that  the  King  of  Zion  was  to 
enter  Jerusalem  riding  upon  an  ass,  and  the  literal  fulfilment 
of  that  prophecy  in  Christ's  entering  the  city  in  that  manner, 
show  that  his  coming,  which  is  foretold  in  the  passage,  is  a 
personal  coming,  and  that  the  acts  that  are  predicted  of  him 
are  jyersonal  and  visible  acts  ;  and  that  is  the  reason  that  we 
quoted  v.  9.  Had  we  merely  transcribed  v.  10,  which  is  yet 
to  be  accomplished,  the  reader  would  have  been  left  without 
the  proof  which  the  preceding  verse  furnishes,  that  the  acts 
which  it  foreshows  are  to  be  exerted  by  Christ  in  person  and 
wfien  visibly  present 

When  we  asked,  therefore,  "But  when  is  the  King  of  Zion 
thus  to  come  to  her,  destroy  all  the  implements  of  war,  and 
extend  his  dominion  over  the  whole  earth?  our  meaning 
was,  When  is  he  to  come  thus  in  person  and  visibly,  and  exert 
those  great  acts  that  are  yet  future ;  i.  e.  destroy  the  anti- 
christian  hosts  who  are  to  be  gathered  together  against  the 
Israelites  at  Jerusalem,  or  put  an  end  to  the  implements  of 
war,  speak  peace  to  the  heathen,  and  extend  his  dominion  over 
the  whole  earth  ?  This  is  not  only  the  proper  meaning  of  the 
question,  but  it  is  the  only  one  that  can  be  put  on  it  consis- 
tently either  with  our  language,  or  with  the  nature  of  the 
prediction  to  which  it  refers ;  for  verses  9  and  10  do  not  con- 
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tain  a  hint  in  respect  to  the  mode  in  which  Christ  was  to 
descend  from  heaven  at  his  first  advent,  or  is  to  come  at  his 
second :  nor  did  we  utter  a  syllable  implying  that  we  regard 
them  as  indicating  the  mode  of  his  advent,  either  at  his 
incarnation  or  his  second  coming. 

What  the  mode,  however,  is  to  be  in  which  he  is  to  come 
when  he  exerts  the  acts,  which  are  yet  future,  foreshown, 
V.  10,  is  clearly  indicated  in  a  subsequent  part  of  the  pro- 
phecy; and  we  quoted  it  accordingly  and  explained  it  as 
showing  that  he  is  then  to  come  "  visibly  in  the  clouds,^^  and 
"  destroy  their  enemies  "  by  his  "  devouring  lightniDgs."  After 
presenting  vs.  11-13,  as  showing  that  when  the  prediction, 
V.  10,  is  fulfilled,  the  Israelites  are  to  be  released  from  cap- 
tivity, and  summoned  to  return  to  their  ancient  capital,  and 
prepared  to  be  used  as  God's  instruments  in  destroying  their 
enemies,  we  added  :  "  Then  shall  Jehovah  visibly  appear  for 
their  deliverance,  and  flash  his  devouring  lightnings  on  their 
foes:"  and  quoting  vs.  14-16,  in  which  it  is  predicted, 
"And  the  Lord  shall  be  seen  over  them,  his  arrow 
shall  go  forth  as  lightning,  and  the  Lord  shall  blow  the  trumpet 
and  shall  go  tvith  whirlwinds  of  the  south,^^  v.  14,  we  explained 
it  as  foreshowing  that  "their  restoration  is  to  take  place 
when  Jehovah  comes  visibly  in  the  clouds,  and  dart- 
ing his  lightnings  on  the  hosts  arrayed  against  them,  gives 
them  a  final  deliverance  from  their  power ;  and  that  is  to  be 
at  the  commencement  of  Christ's  millennial  reign,  when  he 
puts  an  end  for  ever  to  war,  and  extends  his  peaceful  and 
gracious  reign  over  all  the  nations  of  the  world."  While 
thus  we  uttered  no  intimation  whatever  that  we  regard 
V.  9  as  indicating  the  mode  in  which  Christ  is  to  come  from 
heaven  at  his  second  advent,  we  expressly  showed  that  we 
suppose  it  to  be  indicated,  v.  14,  and  that  it  is  to  be  a  per- 
sonal AND  VISIBLE  COMING  IN  THE  CLOUDS  WITH  FLAMING 

FIRE,  according  to  the  constant  predictions  of  the  Scriptures 
respecting  it. 

AH  this  is  so  plain  from  our  terms  and  mode  of  expres- 
sion, is  in  such  consistency  with  the  passage,  and  in  such 
harmony  with  all  that  we  had  said  in  other  parts  of  the 
same  article,  and  other  references  to  the  subject,  that  we 
know  not  how  any  person  of  ordinary  intelligence  could 
feil  to  see  it ;  or  any  upright  and  prudent  one  could  ven- 
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tore  to  deny  it.  A  writer,  however,  in  the  "  Christian  Intel- 
ligencer," published  in  this  city,  of  the  20th  April,  charges 
us  with  teaching  in  it,  that  Christ  at  his  second  advent  is  to 
come  from  heaven  "  riding  upon  an  ass."  The  following  is 
the  article: 

"  EXPOSmON    OF   PROPHECY. 

••  In  the  Theological  and  Literary  Journal  for  April,  there  is  an 
article  by  the  Editx)r  on  *  Christ's  Second  Coming.'  He  cites  very 
many  passages  from  the  prophets,  descriptive,  as  he  supposes,  of  the 
Saviour's  future  advent  Among  these  is  found  (page  553)  the 
well-known  utterance  of  Zechariah  (ix.  9):  'Rejoice  greatly,  O 
daughter  of  Zion  ;  behold,  thy  King  cometh  unto  thee :  he  is  just, 
and  having  salvation  ;  lowly,  and  riding  upon  an  ass,'  <fec.  Mr.  D. 
N.  Lord's  interpretation  of  this  passage  is  a  startling  novelty.  1. 
The  Lord  Jesus  told  his  disciples  that  he  would  come  in  the  clouds 
of  heaven  ;  but  i^  when  he  so  comes,  he  is  to  be  '  riding  upon  an 
ass,'  on  what  is  that  ass  supposed  to  stand  ?  Or  if  the  mode  of  equi- 
tation is  symbolical,  what  does  it  symbolize?  2.  The  Redeemer 
said  that  he  would  come  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  and  all  the 
holy  angels  with  him.  How  does  this  description  consist  with  the 
term  '  lowly'  in  Zechariah  ?  Can  lowliness  in  any  degree  be  ascribed 
to  one  who  sits  on  the  great  white  throne  and  judges  the  quick  and 
the  deadi  3.  The  Apostle  Matthew,  in  his  Gospel  (xxi.  1-5),  de- 
scribes Christ's  mission  of  two  disciples  to  Bethphage  to  procure  an 
ass  with  a  colt,  for  him  to  ride  upon,  and  then  adds:  *A11  this  was 
done  that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was  spoken  by  the  prophet, 
saying.  Tell  ye  the  daughter  of  Zion,  Behold,  thy  King  cometh 
unto  thee,  meek,  and  sitting  upon  an  ass,  and  a  colt  the  foal  of  an 
ass.'  It  appears,  then,  that  Matthew  was  of  one  mind  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  Mr.  Lord  is  of  another.  The  former  declares  that  Zecha- 
riah's  prediction  referred  to  Christ's  first  advent,  and  was  then  ful- 
filled ;  the  latter  cites  it  as  foretelling  his  second  coming.  Most 
persons  would  conclude  at  once  that  Matthew  was  right;  but  that 
is  by  no  means  certain  according  to  prevailing  theories.  Perhaps 
the  Evangelist  did  not  understand  the  laws  of  prophetic  symbols, 
was  laboring  under  'an  astounding  hallucination,'  or  lacked  the 
true  key  to  Uie  interpretation  of  the  Old  Testament  Yet  on  the 
whole  we  prefer  to  stick  to  Matthew.  Since  he  was  taught  by  the 
Lord  Jesus  and  inspired  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  it  is  possible  that  he 
knew  more  about  the  explanation  of  Scripture  than  any  modem 
expounder,  however  learned,  or  confident,  or  fluent,  or  dogmatical.'' 

We  think  our  readers  will  agree  with  us,  that  a  more 
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unprovoked  and  glaring  misrepresentation  is  not  often  put 
forth  even  by  the  most  unscrupulous,  nor  one  bearing  on 
its  face  more  decisive  marks  that  it  is  the  oflfepring  of  male- 
volence. 1.  The  accusation  is  gratuitous  and  false.  Not  a 
word  is  uttered  by  us,  as  we  have  already  shown,  either 
implying,  or  susceptible  of  being  tortured  into  an  implica- 
tion, that  we  suppose  the  prediction  that  Christ  was  to  ride 
into  Jerusalem  upon  an  ass,  is  a  prediction  of  the  mode  in. 
which  he  is  to  descend  &om  heaven  at  his  second  coming. 
2.  It  is  not  only  without  any  ground  and  false,  but  it  was 
penned  in  the  presence  of  the  most  specific  and  ample  evi- 
dence that  it  is  false ;  as  we  expressly  stated  on  the  same 
page,  as  already  shown,  that  we  regard  v.  14  as  indicating 
that  Christ  is  at  his  second  advent  "  to  come  visibly  IN  the 
CLOUDS,"  according  to  the  prediction  Dan.  vii.  13 ;  Rev.  i. 
7,  and  other  passages ;  and  that  view  of  the  mode  of  his 
coming  is  presented  by  us,  moreover,  in  numerous  passages 
in  that  and  the  preceding  article  on  the  subject,  as  well  as  in 
all  others  in  which  we  have  treated  of  his  coming.  The 
author  of  the  accusation,  therefore,  cannot  excuse  himself 
under  the  pretext,  that  he  had  no  means  of  knowing  that 
our  view  of  the  manner  of  Christ's  second  advent  is  not 
that  which  he  ascribes  to  us.  He  penned  his  misrepresen- 
tation with  the  clearest  evidence  under  his  eye  that  it  is 
false ;  he  penned  it,  undoubtedly  also,  with  a  knowledge 
that  we  had  in  previous  parts  of  the  discussion,  expressly 
stated  and  demonstrated  from  the  prophets,  that  Christ  is  at 
his  second  advent  to  come  "  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,"  "  with 
power  and  great  glory."  8.  It  is  not  necessary,  therefore, 
to  allege  any  further  evidence  that  his  motive  was  bad. 
The  upright  do  not  forge  and  publish  injurious  accusations 
with  the  proofe  before  them,  that  they  are  &lse.  Animated 
by  a  deep  hostility  to  Christ's  premillennial  coming,  this 
writer,  probably,  found  a  malignant  gratification  in  thus 
venting  his  spleen  at  it,  and  perhaps  thought  it  a  brave 
and  witty  exploit  to  invent  and  promulgate  a  charge  so 
adapted,  if  believed,  to  disgrace  the  doctrine  and  those  who 
advocate  it.  Unhappily  he  is  but  one  of  a  class  who  resort 
to  that  unwarrantable  method  of  assailing  what  they  can- 
not confute.  4.  There  is  no  ground  on  which  he  can  be 
supposed  to  believe  that  we  regard  the  prediction  of  Christ's 
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enteriog  Jerusalem  '^  riding  upon  an  ass,"  as  indicating  the 
mode  of  his  descent  from  heaven  at  his  second  advent,  un- 
less he  himself  regards  it  as  a  prediction  of  the  manner  of 
his  coming  from  heaven  at  his  incarnation.  For  let  him 
admit  that  it  is  a  mere  prophecy  of  the  mode  in  which 
Christ  was  to  enter  Jerusalem  thirty  years  after  his  incar- 
nation ;  and  not  the  shadow  of  a  pretext  the^  exists  for 
his  assertion  that  we  cite  it  as  a  prediction  of  the  mode  of 
his  coming  at  his  second  advent.  If  he  holds  that  it  has  no 
reference  to  Christ's  descent  from  the  skies,  how  can  he, 
without  a  syllable  from  us  to  warrant  it,  assert  that  we 
quote  it  as  foretelling  the  manner  of  Christ's  descent  from 
heaven  at  his  second  coming  ?  Unless,  therefore,  he  penned 
his  accusation  with  a  perfect  consciousness  of  its  falsehood, 
we  see  not  but  that  he  must  have  proceeded  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  prophecy  of  Christ's  entering  Jerusalem 
"  riding  upon  an  ass,"  is  a  prophecy  that  he  was  to  descend 
from  heaven  on  that  animal  at  his  incarnation — the  very 
blunder  he  jEfidsely  ascribes  to  us  I  He,  accordingly,  says : 
'^  It  appears  that  Matthew  was  of  one  mind  on  this  subject, 
and  Mr.  Lord  is  of  another.  The  former  declares  that 
Zechariah's  prediction  referred  to  Christ's  ^r^^  advent,  and 
was  then  fulfilled ;  the  latter  cites  it  as  foretelling  his  second 
coming."  He  here  thus  actually  treats  it  as  a  prediction  of 
the  mode  of  Christ's  "first  advent."  What  admirable  qua- 
lifications he  displays  for  the  task  he  has  undertaken! 
What  exquisite  proofe  he  gives  of  his  power  by  a  single 
dash  of  his  pen,  not  only  to  overturn  our  constructions  and 
arguments,  but  to  infuse  a  new  meaning  into  the  prophets 
and  evangelists  I  *'  Yet  on  the  whole  we  prefer  to  stick  to 
Matthew.  Since  he  was  taught  by  the  Lord  Jesus,  and 
inspired  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  it  is  possible  that  he  knew 
more  about  the  explanation  of  Scripture  than  any  modem 
expounder,  however  learned,  or  confident,  or  fluent,  or  dog- 
matical." 

Soon  after  the  appearance  of  the  charge,  we  sent  to  the 
editor  of  the  Intelligencer  a  vindication  of  ourselves  from 
his  misrepresentation.  He,  however,  not  only  refused  to 
insert  it,  but  repeated  the  accusation.  It  was  our  intention 
to  publish  that  reply  in  the  present  number  of  the  Journal, 
but  want  of  space  obliges  us  to  postpone  it,  and  a  fuller 
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exposition  of  the  tactics  of  which  this  calumny  is  a  speci- 
men, to  a  future  occasion.  In  the  mean  time  the  foregoing 
statement  will  show  our  readers  what  judgment  they  are  to 
form  of  our  accuser,  of  the  principles  on  which  the  Intelli- 
gencer is  conducted,  and  of  the.  condition  to  which  the  cause 
of  our  opponents  is  reducecj,  who  feel  that  such  dishonorable 
expedients  have  become  necessary  for  its  support 


Art.  VnL — Literary  akd  Critical  Notices. 

1.  An  Original  Harmony  and  Exposition  of  the  Twenty-Fourth 
Chapter  of  Matthew,  and  the  parallel  Passages  of  Mark  and  Luke, 
comprising  a  Review  of  the  Common  Figurative  Theories  of  Int^- 
pretation,  with  a  practical  examination  of  the  principal  passages 
relating  to  the  Second  Coming  of  Christ,  the  End  of  the  World, 
the  New  Creation,  the  Millennium,  the  Resurrection,  the  Judg- 
ment, the  Conversion  and  Restoration  of  the  Jews,  the  Final 
Gathering  of  the  Elect,  &c.,  &c. :  by  Rev.  D.  D.  Buck.  Auburo, 
Derby  &  Miller ;  Buffalo,  Derby,  Orton  &  Mulligan.     1863. 

This  is  a  highly  valuable  contribution  to  the  interpretation  of  the 
prophetic  Scriptures,  alike  on  account  of  the  strong  sense  and  large 
knowledge  of  the  sacred  word  which  it  displays ;  the  soundness  and 
importance  of  the  principles  on  which  it  proceeds ;  the  truth  with 
which  it  sets  forth  the  meaning  of  the  great  prophecy  of  Christ  re- 
(ipecting  his  second  coming;  and  the  fidelity  and  force  with  which  it 
exposes  the  misconstructions  and  misrepresentations  to  which  the 
revelation  Christ  there  makes,  has  been  and  is  still  generally  sub. 
jected  by  commentators.  No  more  unscholarly  and  unwarrantable 
expedients  have  ever  been  resorted  to  by  expositors,  to  wrest  the  lan- 
guage of  inspiration  from  its  plain  and  indubitable  meaning,  than 
are  employed  to  force  on  that  prediction  a  false  and  absurd  sense. 
And  we  have  not  often  seen  a  more  effective  confutation  of  such 
perversions,  and  vindication  of  the  truth,  than  this  volume  presents. 
Mr.  Buck  introduces  his  work  with  a  Harmony  of  the  Prophecy 
in  parallel  columns,  as  it  is  given  by  Matthew,  Mark,  and  Luke,  in 
which  in  the  record  by  Matthew,  all  the  passages  from  Mark  and 
Luke,  containing  additional  particulars  and  different  forms  of  expres- 
sion, are  inserted  at  the  points  which  he  supposes  them  to  have 
occupied,  as  the  discourse  was  uttered  by  Christ 
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One  of  the  principal  peculiarities  of  his  view  of  the  prophecy  is, 
that  he  regards  it<«  predictions  as  arranged  in  the  order  in  which  the 
events  they  foreshow  were  and  are  to  take  place.     He  holds,  accord- 
ingly, that  the  predictions  down  to  the  fourteenth  verse  of  Matthew, 
were  verified  before  the  siege  of  Jerusalem  foreshown  in  the  fifteenth 
verse,  and  that  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  in  all  the  world  for  a 
witness  unto  all  nations,  predicted  v.  14,  was  the  preaching  of  the 
apostolic  age  during  which  Paul  represents  it  as  having  been  pro- 
claimed **  in  all  the  world,"  and  "  preached  to  every  creature."     Ex- 
positors generally,  who  agree  in  the  main  with  Mr.  Buck  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  prophecy,  regard  the  prediction,  v.  10-14,  as  descrip- 
tive of  apostasies,  persecutions,  and  delusions  of  later  ages,  and  the 
end  which  is  to  be  preceded  by  the  preaching  o^  the  goBpel  to  all 
nations,  as  the  end  of  the  present  dispensation,  which  is  to  be  ter- 
minated by  Christ's  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  ;  and  they  have 
very  strong  reasons  for  their  construction,  as  our  readers  will  see, 
who  refer  to  Mr.  Carleton's  analysis  of  the  chapter,  noticed  in  the 
Journal,  July,  1851.     The  apostasy  described,  v.  10-12,  seems  far 
greater  and  more  general  than  any  that  occurred  during  the  first 
forty  years  of  the  apostles'  ministry. 

The  predictions,  v.  15-28,  he  regards  as  relating  to  the  siege  and 
destruction  of  Jerusalem,  and  the  period  that  immediately  followed  ; 
und  Luke  xxi.  24,  "And  they  shall  fall  by  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and 
shall  be  led  away  captive  into  all  nations,  and  Jerusalem  shall  be 
trodden  down  of  the  Gentiles,  until  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  shall 
be  fulfilled,"  which  he  inserts  in  his  Harmony,  after  v.  28  of  Matthew, 
as  extending  the  history  down  to  the  close  of  the  period  of  Gentile 
domination,  which  is  to  terminate  a  short  time  before  Christ's  second 
coming ;  and  this,  in  which  he  concurs  with  millenarian  interpreters 
generally,  he  sustains  by  the  most  ample  proofs.     The  calamities 
with  which  the  Jews  were  overwhelmed,  from  the  invasion  by  the 
Romans  to  the  conquest  and  devastation  of  Jerusalem,  the  most  ter- 
rible of  which  were  inflicted  by  the  bands  of  robbers  and  cut-throats 
of  thejr  own  nation  that  ravaged  the  country,  /tnd  the  factions  that 
distracted  the  city,  and  robbed,  outraged,  and  slaughtered  a  vast  por- 
tion of  its  inhabitants,  answered  to  the  prediction,  v.  16-22;  and  at 
that  period  many  false  Christs  or  impostors  pretending  to  be  Christ, 
appeared,  or  were  reported  to  have  appeared,  in  the  wilderness,  and 
in  the  chambers  of  the  temple. 

The  darkening  of  the  sun  and  moon,  and  fall  of  stars,  predicted 
Matthew,  v.  29,  he  holds  are  to  take  place  immediately  afler  the 
close  of  the  Jewish  tribulation  at  the  end  of  the  times  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, and  are  to  be  literal.  In  this  he  is  undoubtedly  correct 
Antiaiillenarian  commentators  regard  the  language  as  figurative, 
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and  representative  of  the  fall  of  Jerus^em.  But  there  is  no  figure 
whatever  in  the  language ;  and  if  there  were,  there  is  nothing  in  it 
that  can  connect  it  with  the  fall  of  Jerusalem.  The  events  are  pre- 
dicted of  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars.  If  the  verhs  then  were  used  by 
a  metaphor,  those  luminaries  would  be  the  subjects  of  the  events 
which  the  metaphors  would  be  employed  to  foreshow.  Had  the 
darkening  of  the  sun  and  moon,  and  fall  of  the  stars,  been  employed 
to  illustrate  the  devastation  of  Jerusalem,  God  would  probably  have 
been  exhibited  as  the  agent  in  producing  those  effects  in  those  celestial 
bodies,  and  in  connexion  with  a  prediction  of  the  destruction  of  Jeru- 
salem, that  would  have  shown  that  his  acts  on  the  sun,  moon,  and 
stars,  were  employed  to  represent  acts  he  was  to  exert  on  that  city, 
precisely  as  in  d^ribing  the  destruction  of  the  royal  family  of 
Egypt  by  a  similar  figure,  God  is  exhibited  as  the  agent — "And 
when  /  quench  thee  " — the  king  of  Egypt — "  I  will  cover  the  heavens, 
and  I  will  cause  the  stars  thereof  to  be  black.  I  will  cover  the  sun 
with  a  cloud,  and  the  moon  shall  not  give  her  light  All  the  shining 
lights  of  the  heavens,  I  will  clothe  with  black  over  thee,  and  I  will 
set  darkness  upon  thy  land,  saith  the  Lord  Jehovah," — ^Ezekiel  xxxii. 
7,  8 ;  where  Jehovah  is  the  agent,  and  the  use  of  the  metaphor  in 
introducing  it,  exhibiting  the  king  of  Egypt  as  a  luminary  which 
God  will  quench^  shows  that  the  whole  is  a  substitution  of  the  lights 
of  heaven  for  the  members  of  the  royal  family  of  Egypt,  and  the 
extinction  of  the  sun,  and  darkening  of  the  moon  and  stars,  are  em- 
ployed to  represent  the  extinction  of  the  monarch  by  death,  and  the 
dispossession  of  the  inferior  princes  of  their  power,  and  subjection  to 
the  condition  of  subjects  and  dependants.  There  is  a  similar  predic- 
tion of  the  darkening  of  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars,  Joel  ii.  10,  iiL  15, 
at  the  same  period,  and  it  is  to  be  during  that  darkness,  probably, 
that,  the  sign  of  the  Son  of  Man  is  to  appear  in  heaven,  and  he  is  to 
be  seen  coming  in  the  clouds  with  power  and  great  glory. 

Verses  SO  and  31  he  accordingly  treats  as  a  literal  prediction  of 
the  coming  of  Christ  in  the  clouds,  sending  forth  his  angels,  and 
gathering  together  his  elect ;  and  this  is  the  most  original  and  im- 
portant part  of  the  volume,  from  the  clear  and  resistless  confutation 
which  it  presents  of  the  false  construction  placed  on  the  passage  by 
the  writers  who  exhibit  it  as  a  mere  figurative  prediction  of  a  provi- 
dential coming  of  Christ  to  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  and  demon- 
stration that  the  event  it  foreshows  is  Christ's  second  coming  and 
gathering  together  his  elect  people.  A  more  effective  and  humiliat- 
ing exposure  of  the  inconsideration,  the  lawlessness,  and  the  blun- 
ders which  mark  the  false  %urative  writers  in  the  exposition  of  the 
sacred  word,  we  have  not  often  seen.  Mr.  Buck  confutes  their  con- 
struction of  the  passage,  1.  By  showing  that  there  are  no  figures  in 
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it.  This  be  do«8  quite  effectively,  though  far  less  than  he  might 
had  he  tried  the  question  by  the  laws  of  the  metaphor  which  have 
been  frequently  stated  in  the  Journal.  2.  By  showing  that  the 
prediction  cannot  respect  the  overthrow  of  Jerusalem,  inasmuch  as  it 
is  expressly  announced  in  it  that  it  is  to  be  after  the  close  of  the 
Jewish  tribulation  which  is  to  extend  down  to  the  end  of  the  times 
of  the  Gentiles  that  have  not  yet  reached  their  termination, — that 
the  darkening  of  the  sun  and  moon  is  to  take  place,  and  the  stars  are 
to  fs\\  from  heaven.  On  what  principle  can  a  prediction  of  changes  of 
the  sun,  moon,  and  stars,  the  period  of  which  is  now  known  to  be 
near  1800  years  after  the  fall  of  Jerusalem,  be  held  to  be  predictions 
of  the  overthrow  of  that  capital  ?  8.  By  showing  that  there  is  no  cor- 
respondence whatever,  as  these  commentators  assert,  between  the  mode 
in  which  the  Romans  entered  Judea  and  conquered  Jerusalem,  and 
the  suddenness  and  conspicuity  of  Christ's  coming,  or  the  direction  in 
which  he  is  first  to  become  visible,  as  they  are  indicated,  v.  27,  "As  the 
lightning  cometh  out  of  the  east  and  shineth  even  unto  the  west^  so 
shall  also  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  man  be.**  The  figurative  inter- 
preters have  asserted,  with  the  utmost  assurance,  that  that  presents 
an  exact  parallel  to  the  mode  in  which  the  Roman  armies  entered 
Judea  and  conquered  Jerusalem ;  and  their  expositions'  derive  from 
the  statement  Uie  whole  of  even  the  faint  appearance  they  can  boast 
of  conformity  to  the  truth.  Mr.  Buck,  however,  denies  it.  'After 
alleging  passages  from  a  number  of  writers  in  which  they  make  that 
statement — ^Newton,  Coke,  Clarke,  Scott,  Watson,  Whitby,  Barnes — 
he  says,  '*  There  is  no  truth  or  semblance  of  truth  in  these  quotations 
so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  history  of  the  coming  and  conquest  of  the 
Romans.  Not  only  is  there  no  truth  in  th^m,  but  in  respect  to  the 
point  in  question,  they  are  diametrically  opposite  to  the  truth  in  every 
important  particular.  The  whole  thing  is  a  fiction,  with  hardly  a 
sufficiency  of  foundation  truth  to  be  called  a  romance.  The  positive 
affirmations  are  proved  to  be  without  truth  by  the  very  authorities 
which  are  appealed  to."  And  he  verifies  the  statement  by  the  most 
ample  proofe  from  the  history  of  the  war  by  Josephus. 

The  term  ysvsa,  in  the  34th  verse,  translated  in  the  common  ver- 
sion, generation,  he  regards  as  denoting  race,  lineage ;  and  he  sup- 
ports his  views  by  a  strong  array  of  considerations.  There  are,  how- 
ever, formidable  objections  to  it.  An  assurance  that  the  Israeli  tish 
race  should  not  pass  away  till  all  the  events  predicted  in  Christ's 
discourse  shall  be  accomplished,  appears  unnatural.  It  would  seem 
to  imply  that  then  that  people  would  or  might  pass  away.  But  in- 
stead of  being  the  epoch  of  their  extinction,  Christ's  coming  is  to  be 
the  epoch  of  their  redemption  and  establishment  in  their  national 
land*    It  would  seem  to  imply  that  there  were  no  assurances  in  the 
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Old  Testament  that  Uie  Israelites  were  to  continue  a  people  through 
60  long  a  period  as  the  prophecy  assigns  to  the  domination  of  the 
Gentiles ;  whereas  it  is  foreshown  in  a  great  number  of  promises  and 
predictions  in  the  ancient  Scriptures,  that  after  their  restoration,  they 
are  never  again  to  be  smitten  with  avenging  judgments,  but  are  to 
continue,  in  an  endless  series  of  generations,  to  dwell  in  their  land, 
and  flourish  in  righteousness  and  bliss  under  the  reign  of  their  Mes- 
siah. The  term  **  this  generation  "  refers  obviously  to  the  generation 
who  are  to  witness  the  signs  of  Christ's  coming,  his  coming  itself, 
and  the  gathering  of  his  elect.  It  is  they  who  see  the  signals  which, 
like  the  budding  and  blossoming  that  precede  the  summer,  are  to 
announce  his  approach,  v.  33,  that  are  not  to  pass  away  till  all  the 
events  he  had  predicted  as  to  follow  the  gre^t  tribulation  shall  have 
come  to  pass,  as  is  seen  from  vs.  36-42,  where  the  time  to  which 
V.  34  refers  is  defined  to  be  that  of  Christ's  coming. 

Mr.  Buck  illustrates  and  confirms  his  views  of  the  prophecy  by 
the  parallel  predictions  in  other  parts  of  the  sacked  volume,  and 
shows  that  the  great  scheme  which  it  disclases  of  the  divine  purposes 
to  the  Israelites  and  the  Geotiles,  down  to  the  time  of  Christ's  second 
coming,  harmonizes  with  that  which  is  everywhere  presented  in  the 
Old  and  the  New  Testament. 

We  recommend  to  our  readers  to  purchase  and  study  the  volume. 
There  are  some  few  things  from  which  they  probably  will  dissent, 
but  in  the  main  it  will  command  their  concurrence,  and  confirm  their 
faith  in  the  great  doctrine  of  Christ's  speedy  coming,  and  reign  over 
his  millennial  kingdom.  Mr.  Buck  makes  none  of  the  ostentatious 
pretensions  to  learning  which  are  now  fashionable  with  writers  who 
Aspire  to  the  reputation  of  critical  commentators ;  but  in' sound  sense, 
thoroughness  of  investigation,  and  a  true  knowledge  of  the  word  of 
God,  he  is  far  superior  to  such  writers  as  Stuart,  Barnes,  and  a  crowd 
of  others  of  the  same  class,  who,  in  fact,  instead  of  studying  the 
word  of  God,  bestow  their  chief  attention  on  grammars,  dictionaries, 
and  commentators,  and  whose  labors,  accordingly,  result  in  little  else 
than  a  feeble,  confused,  and  often  self-contradictious  reproduction  of 
the  ideas  of  others,  in  place  of  a  fresh,  original,  and  fuller  unfolding 
of  the  sacred  text  itself. 

2.  History  op  the  French  Protestant  Refugees,  from  the  Re- 
vocation of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  to  our  own  days,  by  M.  Charles 
Weiss,  Professor  of  History  in  the  Lyc6e  Bonaparte.  Translated 
from  the  French  by  Henry  William  Herbert,  with  an  American 
Appendix  by  a  Descendant  of  the  Huguenots.  In  two  volumes. 
New  York  :  Stringer  <fe  Townsend.     1854. 

This  work  treats  with  eminent  thoroughness,  impartiality,  and  judg- 
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ment,  a  subject  of  great  interest,  of  which  we  before  had  no  single 
complete  history.  The  narrative  of  the  persecution  to  which  the 
French  Protestants  were  subjected  under  the  rule  of  Louis  XIV, 
and  XV.,  the  heroic  fortitude  with  which  thousands  of  them  sub- 
mitted to  the  rack,  the  axe,  the  pyre,  and  the  still  worse  tortures  of 
the  prisons  and  gallejrs,  and  the  steadfastness  with  which  vast  mul^ 
titudes,  who  escaped  destruction  by  those  engines,  maintained  their 
allegiance,  and  at  the  loss  of  their  earthly  possessions  and  the  dis- 
ruption of  their  tenderest  earthly  ties,  fled  amidst  appalling  dangers 
to  the  neighboring  countries  for  refuge,  is  one  of  the  most  touching 
in  the  range  of  human  history.  But  the  incidents  that  marked 
their  reception  in  the  Christian  communities  in  which  they  found  a 
new  home,  are  scarcely  less  excitiqg,  and  the  story  of  the  part  which 
they  acted  during  the  century  that  followed  their  exile  less  adapted 
to  awaken  interest  and  inspire  a  high  admiration  of  their  courage, 
their  learning,  and  their  social  and  religious  virtues.  They  changed 
the  history  of  every  country  in  which  they  settled  in  large  num- 
bers, not  only  in  respect  to  manufactures  and  commerce,  but  in  an 
important  measure  in  respect  to  war,  to  politics,  to  learning,  and  to 
religion.  Such  was  the  fact  especially  in  Great  Britain  ;  the  army 
being  formed  of  them,  in  a  large  measure,  through  which  William 
III.  achieved  the  defeat  of  James  II.,  and  gain^  for  Protestantism 
the  supremacy  it  has  since  that  period  enjoyed. 

The  plan  of  the  history  is  simple  and  comprehensive ;  detailing, 
in  separate  chapters,  the  measures  by  which  the  Refugees  were 
received  and  established  in  the  countries  to  which  they  fled,  and 
the  influence  they  exerted  on  manufactures,  agriculture,  and  com- 
merce ;  on  politics,  on  learning,  and  on  religion  ;  and  tracing  their 
career,  till  they  ceased  to  exist  as  a  distinct  people.  The  narrative 
abounds  with  great  and  touching  incidents,  and  with  portraitures 
of  distinguished  preachers,  men  of  learning,  and  the  nobles  and 
others  who  were  devoted  to  the  profession  of  arms,  that  are  emi- 
nently beautiful.  The  work  will  find  a  host  of  delighted  readers 
not  only  among  the  descendants  of  those  illustrious  men,  but  among 
all  who  sympathize  with  the  martyrs  of  freedom  and  religion  in 
their  sufferings,  admire  the  splendor  of  their  virtues,  and  love  to 
contemplate  the  wisdom  with  which  divine  providence  confounds 
the  enemies  of  Christianity,  and  makes  their  attempts  to  extermi- 
nate It  and  the  blessings  which  it  generates  and  nourishes  the 
means  of  giving  it  a  wider  diffusion  and  firmer  establishment. 

3.  A  Manual  ov  Elbmbntary  Gbology,  or  the  Ancient  Changes 
of  the  Earth  and  its  Inhabitants,  as  illustrated  by  Geological 
Monuments,  by  Sir  Charles  Lyell,  MA.,  F.R.S.    Reprinted  from 
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the  fourtli  and  revised  edition.    Illtistrated  with  Fi?e  Hundred 
Woodcuts.    New  York :  D.  Appleton.  &  Co.     1864. 

The  subject  of  this  work — unlike  that  of  the  author^s  Principles  of 
Geology — is  the  early  changes  of  the  earth  and  its  inhabitants.  It 
treats  of  the  various  strata  of  the  crust  of  the  earth,  the  elements 
of  which  they  severally  consist,  the  animal  and  vegetable  fossils 
which  they  imbed,  and  the  supposed  forces  and  processes  by  which 
they  were  formed  and  thrown  into  their  present  positions.  It  pre- 
sents a  vast  array  of  interesting  and  important  facts ;  exemplifies  the 
reasonings  on  which  geologists  found  their  theories  of  the  age  of 
the  world ;  and  eminently  simple  and  graphic  in  its  descriptions, 
clear  in  its  statements,  and  systematic  and  comprehensive  in  its 
views,  is  one  of  the  most  agreeable,  and  most  indispensable  of  the 
numerous  works  that  have  lately  appeared  on  the  subject,  to  those 
who  desire  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  the  present  state 
of  the  science. 

4.  Voices  op  the  Dead.  By  the  Rev.  John  Gumming,  D.D., 
Minister  of  the  Scottish  National  Church,  Crown  Court,  Covent 
Garden.  Boston :  J.  P.  Jewett  <fe  Co.  Cleveland,  Ohio  :'  Jewett, 
Proctor  &  Worthhigton.     1854. 

&.  Voices  of  the  Day.  By  the  Rev.  John  Cumming,  DJD.  Bos- 
ton :  J.  P.  Jewett  &  Co.     1854. 

6.  Benedictions,  or  the  Blessed  Life.  By  the  Rev.  John  Cum- 
ming, D.D.    Boston  :  J.  P.  Jewett  &  Co.     1864. 

The  publishers  have  rendered  an  important  service  to  the  cause  of 
truth  and  piety  in  reprinting  and  giving  a  wide  diffusion  to  these 
volumes,  the  work  of  a  mind  of  superior  powers,  ardent  attachment 
to  the  great  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  and  zealous  devotion  to  the 
work  of  his  office.  Dr.  Cumming  is  at  present  the  most  eloquent 
and  popular  preacher  of  Great  Britain,  and  as  distinguished  for  the 
fearlessness  as  he  is  for  the  power  and  skill  with  which  he  attacks  the 
current  errors  of  the  day.  His  eloquence  is  not  of  the  high  order  of 
a  Bossuet,  a  Bourdaloue,  or  a  Robert  Hall,  that  raises  the  reader  or 
hearer  to  an  elevation  with  which  he  is  almost  un&miliar,  and  which 
strains  and  overtasks  his  powers, — a  greatness  and  beauty  of  thought, 
and  a  vastness  of  comprehension,  which  the  genius  of  the  orator  himself 
is  needed  fully  to  appreciate.  Instead,  its  sphere  is  that  of  the  thoughts 
and  emotions  with  which  the  religiously  educated  are  generally  fa- 
miliar ;  and  it  lies  in  a  peculiar  ease,  vividness,  and  force  in  presenting 
the  topics  which  he  treats,  skill  in  setting  them  forth  in  their  most 
attractive  and  imporing  attitudes,  and  a  power  of  touching  the  springs 
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of  memoTy,  of  fancy,  and  of  feeling  in  such  a  manner  as  to  call  np 
all  the  associated  thoughts  that  attach  to  them,  invest  them  with 
interest,  and  give  them  possession  of  the  heart  His  conceptions  are 
clear,  arranged  in  a  natural  order,  and  perspicuously  expressed.  He 
grasps  the  main  features  of  the  subjects  which  he  discusses,  and  pre- 
sents them  in  a  bold  outline.  But  his  chief  power  lies  in  his  quick 
and  comprehensive  perception  of  their  relations  to  other  subjects,  and 
the  ease,  copiousness,  and  grace  with  which  he  illustrates  and  adorns 
them  by  resemblances  and  contrasts.  He  has  a  vigorous  fau^,  paints 
with  great  vividness,  especially  with  the  brilliant  hues  of  the  compa- 
rison and  the  metaphor,  and  makes  all  his  reasonings,  his  deKneations, 
and  his  appeals  the  vehicle  of  convepng  the  great  truths  of  the  gos- 
pel to  the  intellect,  and  impressing  them  on  the  heart 

The  titles  of  these  volumes  indicate  the  general  character  of  their 
subjects.  The  topics  treated  in  each,  though  closely  associated,  are 
sufficiently  various,  and  are  presented  with  an  ease,  an  amplitude  of 
illustration,  and  an  ardor  of  feeling  that  render  them  eminently  pleas- 
ing and  impressive.  We  trust  these  Volumes  will  obtain  a  wide  dif- 
fusion. 

7.  The  Eternal  Day,  by  the  Kev.  Horatius  Bonar,  D.D.  Eelso. 
New  York  :  R.  parter  <fe  Brothers.     1864. 

This  volume  exemplifies  the  author's  usual  method  of  presenting  the 
subjects  which  he  treats, — not  by  an  analysis  of  principles,  original 
and  far  reaching  views,  or  a  demonstrative  course  of  reasoning; 
but  with  a  reference  to  readers  who  need  rather  to  be  reminded  of 
truths  of  which  they  already  have  a  measure  of  knowledge  than  taught 
them  for  the  first  time, — ^by  plain,  pointed,  antithetic,  and  stirring 
statements  and  remarks ;  a  recital  of  the  principal  passages  of  the 
sacred  word  which  relate  to  the  theme,  and  an  exhibition  of  them  in 
all  the  various  attitudes  and  relations  in  which  they  can  be  contem- 
plated, with  such  counsels,  warnings,  and  exhortations  as  are  adapted 
to  give  them  a  proper  impression  on  the  heart  He  treats  in  this 
work  of  ^  the  ages  to  come,"  their  stability  and  endlessness,  their  life, 
light,  love,  and  consolation  ;*  their  service,  their  city,  their  temple,  and 
their  song ; — a  delightful  subject,  presented  with  much  spirit,  and 
now  and  then  garnished  with  thoughts  of  eminent  beauty. 

8.  The  Plubalitt  of  Worlds,  with  an  Introduction  by  Edward 
Hitchcock,  D.D.,  President  of  Amherst  College.  Boston :  Gould 
&  Lincoln.     1854. 

The  author's  object  in  this  volume  is  to  prove  that  the  earth  is  the 
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odIj  world  thai  is  inhabited  by  intelligent  creatures ;  that  all  the 
other  spheres  that  fill  the  immeasurable  spaces  around  us,  are  either 
mere  chaotic  masses,  or  at  most  only  peopled  with  animals,  and  of 
the  lowest  orders.  Though  not  fully  accepted  by  Dr.  Hitchcock,  he 
mainly  assents  to  it,  and  endorses  it  as  an  "  auxiliary'*  to  "  religion," 
because  it  recognises,  and  in  a  large  degree  proceeds  on  the  geologi- 
cal theory  which  he  maintains.  He  must  feef,  we  think,  that  ^  reli- 
gion '*  stands  in  extreme  need  of  an  "  auxiliary,"  to  accept  such  a 
co-operator. 

The  writer's  professed  aim  in  endeavoring  to  prove  that  this  is  the 
only  world  that  is  inhabited  by  intelligent  beings,  is  to  free  religion 
from  the  objection  sometimes  advanced  by  infidels,  that  the  earth  is 
not  of  suflScient  significance  in  bulk  to  be  distinguished  as  the  theatre 
of  a  moral  administration.  The  ground,  however,  which  he  occu- 
pies, is  that  of  mere  deism,  and  of  the  faintest  and  most  unsenti- 
mental cast ;  not  that  of  a  believer,  earnest  and  undoubting,  in  the 
Christian  revelation.  His  recognition  of  a  moral  government,  a 
moral  law,  and  a  revelation  made  to  reason,  is  of  the  weakest  and 
vaguest  character.  The  objection  to  religion,  accordingly,  which  he 
proposes  to  set  aside,  is  an  objection  supposed  to  be  made  by  an  ab- 
solute sceptic  to  even  a  natural  religion,  such  as  a  deist  recognises  ; 
not  the  objection  treated  by  Dr.  Chalmers  in  his  astronomical  dis- 
courses, made  by  infidels  against  Christianity, — that  the  nothingness 
of  the  earth,  compared  to  the  universe  at  large,  renders  it  incredible 
that  it  should  be  made  the  scene  of  such  a  work  of  redemption,  as 
that  which  the  Scriptures  represent  Christ  as  having  become  incar- 
nate to  accomplish.  The  objection,  therefore,  which  the  author 
aims  to  answer,  is  a  mere  factitious  one.  Probably  no  human  being 
ever  felt  it.  No  one,  at  any  rate,  can  consistently  doubt  that  man  is 
the  subject  of  a  providential  and  moral  government,  to  the  extent 
which  the  deist  admits  he  is,  unless  he  absolutely  denies  either  that 
he  is  a  moral  being,  or  else  that  he  is  the  work  of  an  intelligent  cre- 
ator. The  real  drift  of  the  author,  accordingly,  is  not  to  vindicate 
Christianity,  or  even  deism,  from  objection  ;  but  to  show  that  the 
empire  of  the  creator  is  essentially  a  mere  physical  empire ;  that  the 
intelligent  and  moral  element  in  it  is  but  an  exception,  and  on  so 
small  a  scale,  as  not  to  be  entitled  to  consideration.  In  other  words, 
his  aim  is  to  write  religion  out  of  Grod's  kingdom,  or  reduce  it  to 
the  minutest  and  most  insignificant  term ;  not  to  relieve  it  from  per- 
plexity, and  establish  it  on  a  firm  basis. 

He  accordingly  maintains  with  the  utmost  coolness,  on  the  grounds 
of  mere  observation  and  natural  knowledge,  that  man  is  the  only 
intelligent  and  moral  creature  in  the  universe,  and  that  this  world  is 
his  only  residence.     This  is,  of  course,  on  the  basis  of  mere  deism. 
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and  in  disregard  of  the  explicit  revelation  made  in  the  Scriptures, 
that  there  are  other  intelligences,  and  of  numerous  orders,  and  some 
of  them,  at  least,  of  bodies  that  diflfer  from  those  of  men.  Col.  i.  16, 
21 ;  1  Cor.  zv.  40-45.  His  arguments  are  drawn  first,  from  our 
inability  to  discover  other  intelligences  by  our  eyes,  unaided,  or  by 
the  telescope ;  next,  from  the  current  theory  of  geology,  which 
ascribes  a  vast  period  to  the  earth  of  mere  chaos,  or  inhabitation  by 
animals  and  plants  anterior  to  the  creation  of  man ;  and  lastly,  from 
the  nebular  theory,  which  represents  the  formation  of  the  heavenly 
bodies  as  the  result  of  a  law,  instead  of  the  immediate  fiat  of  the 
creator.  He  sets  aside  the  whole  of  the  Scriptures,  therefore,  as 
geologists  do  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis,  and  reasons  exclusively 
from  what  he  sees,  or  from  what  he  does  not  see ;  not  from  what 
Ood  reveals.  His  argument  is,  consequently,  a  mere  piece  of  special 
pleading ;  and  though  in  a  measure  specious  and  imposing,  is 
wholly  inconclusive,  and  often  sophistical,  and  self-contradictory,  in 
a  degree  little  creditable  to  his  candor.  He  blows  hot  or  cold  with 
identically  the  same  considerations,  as  best  subserves  his  purposes. 
His  aim  is  much  the  same,  we  think,  as  that  of  the  author  of  the 
Vestiges  of  Creation,  though  he  veils  it  more  adroitly ;  and  the  effect 
of  his  work  on  those  who  accept  its  teachings,  will  be  to  lessen  their 
sense  of  the  significance  and  reality  of  God's  moral  government,  and 
make  it  the  object  of  indiffiBrence  and  doubt. 

9.  Meditations  on  thb  Last  Dats  op  Christ;  together  with 
Eight  Meditations  on  the  Seventeenth  Chapter  of  John,  by  W. 
G.  Schauffler,  Missionary  to  Constantinople.  Boston :  John  P. 
Jewett  A  Co.  Cleveland,  Ohio :  Jewett,  Proctor  Ss  Worthington. 
London :  Samppon,  Son  &  Co.     1854. 

Thx  subjects  of  these  meditations  are  among  the  most  interesting 
presented  in  the  sacred  volume,  and  demand  for  their  just  exhibition 
a  true  knowledge  of  God,  comprehensive  views  of  the  work  of  re- 
demption, and  a  heart  of  deep  sensibility.  Mr.  Schauffler  possesses 
these  qualifications  in  far  more  than  an  ordinary  degree;  ample 
learning  without  the  pedantry  which  disfigures  many  of  the  works 
that  treat  critically  of  the  gospel ;  large  experience ;  and  a  deep  reali- 
zation of  the  import  of  Christ's  death  and  resurrection,  and  the 
grandeur  of  the  kingdom  he  is  to  establish  and  sway  as  the  King  of 
kings,  and  Lord  of  lords.  He  has  studied  the  themes  which  he 
treats  with  earnest  attention,  and  reveals  the  impressions  they  have 
made  on  him  in  the  glow  of  his  emotions,  as  well  as  in  the  truth 
and  beauty  of  his  thoughts.  They  are  peculiarly  suited  to  awe  and 
soften  the  heart,  and  kindle  it  with  wonder,  gratitude,  and  lore. 
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Thej  are  eminently  adapted,  when  contemplated  arigbt,  to  unfold  to 
the  eye,  at  once  the  ruin  from  which  Christ  came  to  redeem  us,  the 
perfection  and  beauty  of  the  life  to  which  he  designs  to  raise  us,  and 
the  vastness  and  glory  of  the  results  that  are  to  spring  from  his 
mediatiou.  No  one  can  read  these  pages  without  a  deeper  feeling 
of  the  wonderfiilness  of  Christ's  work,  and  the  greatness  and  sanc- 
tity of  his  claims  to  our  faith,  adoration,  and  service.  They  are 
especially  suitable  to  be  read  in  preparation  for  the  commemoration 
of  his  death.  The  scenes  are  presented  in  a  natural,  life-like  man- 
ner, and  the  style  is  yivacious  and  stirring. 

10.  Memoir  of  the  Rev.  Oliyer  Aldbk  Taylor,  of  Manchester, 
Massachusetts,  by  Timothy  Alden  Taylor.  Second  edition.  Bos- 
ton :  John  P.  Jewett  <fe  Co.  Cleveland,  Ohio  :  Jewett,  Proctor  k 
Worthington.     1854. 

This  is  a  highly  interesting  narrative  of  the  life  and  death  of  a 
cultivated,  ardent,  and  successful  evangelical  minister,  with  a  pleas- 
ing picture  of  a  wide  circle  of  relatives  and  friends  of  a  kindred 
spirit,  who  shared  in  his  joys  and  sorrows.  After  completing  his 
education  at  Schenectady  and  Andover,  and  devoting  several 
years  to  literary  and  theological  pursuits  at  the  latter  place,  he  was 
settled  in  Manchester,  Massachusetts,  and  continued  in  the  ministry 
there  till  his  death  in  1851.  What  an  infinite  train  of  blessings 
pious  and  faithful  parents  are  sometimes  made  the  instruments  of 
transmitting  to  their  offspring  I  What  a  harvest  of  gifts  and  joys 
such  parents  are  sometimes  given  to  gather  as  the  fruits  of  their 
fidelity  to  their  children  !  There  are  striking  exemplifications  of 
each  of  these  in  this  memoir.  The  history  of  his  last  ten  years  is 
especially  touching  and  instructive.  Of  a  keen  sensitiveness  to  what- 
ever affected  his  well-being,  and  of  impulsive  and  ardent  affections,  his 
enjoyments  and  griefs,  his  hopes  and  fears,  were  each  in  the  extreme, 
and  his  transitions  from  the  one  to  the  other,  as  frequent  as  the 
changes  in  the  color  of  the  events  and  the  thoughts  that  threw 
their  lights  and  shadows  over  him.  While  exhibiting  to  others 
eminent  evidences  of  piety,  he  was  himself  often  in  doubt  While 
discharging  the  duties  of  his  station  with  distinguished  fidelity  and 
success,  he  was  depressed  with  self-distrust  and  discouragement  at  the 
imperfection  of  his  services ;  and  many  of  his  hours  and  days  were 
filled  with  anxieties,  sorrow,  and  tears.  We  advise  our  antimillenarian 
friends,  especially,  to  read  this  part  of  the  volume,  abounding  in 
beautiful  and  touching  lessons,  and  peculiarly  adapted,  as  the  final 
scene  draws  on,  to  excite  the  sympathies  of  the  Christian  heart  If 
their  views  of  the  scheme  of  God's  government  over  the  world  are 
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oorrecty  what  reason  have  they  to  expect  that  an  hour  will  ever 
come  in  the  world's  history,  when  the  life  of  God's  children  will  be 
any  freer  from  disquiet,  darkness,  fear,  and  sorrow  than  was  his ; 
when  the  earth  will  not  be  in  essentially  the  same  measure  as  it  now 
is,  a  vale  of  tears ;  a  lazar-house  of  suffering  and  death  ;  a  vast 
realm  of  sepulchres  ?  But  how  can  they  reconcile  this  dark  and 
dreary  prospect  with  the  clear  and  emphatic  revelation  made  in  the 
Scriptures  that,  at  Christ's  second  ^raing,  the  tabernacle  of  Qt>d  is 
to  be  with  men,  and  he  shall  dwell  with  them,  and  shall  wipe  away 
all  tears  from  their  eyes,  and  free  them  from  sorrow,  suffering,  death, 
and  the  curse  of  the  fall  in  all  its  forms  ? 

11.  The  Church  bbforb  the  Flood,  by  the  Rev.  John  Camming, 
D.D.  Boston :  J.  P.  Jewett  <fe  Co.  Cleveland,  Ohio :  Jewett, 
Proctor  A  Worthington.     1854. 

The  author  treats  in  this  volume,  with  his  usual  spirit,  of  the  prin- 
cipal subjects  presented  in  the  history  of  man  in  the  first  chapters 
of  Genesis — the  creation  and  fall,  the  promise  of  a  Saviour,  the  first 
martyr,  Enoch's  prophecy,  the  flood,  and  the  confusion  of  tongues 
at  Babel ;  and  with  the  tact  for  which  he  is  distinguished,  makes 
ihem  the  medium  of  a  great  variety  of  interesting  and  impressive 
thoughts  on  the  condition  of  man,  the  principles  of  the  divine  go- 
vernment, the  work  of  redemption,  the  characteristics  of  God's  chil- 
dren, and  other  important  themes.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  he 
gives  his  assent  to  the  theory  of  modern  geologists  respecting  the 
age  of  the  world.  He  professes  the  most  undoubting  conviction 
that  the  facts  of  geology  are  in  perfect  consistence  with  the  true 
meaning  of  the  history  of  the  creation  in  Genesis ;  and  yet  adopts 
the  hjrpothesis  of  Chalmers,  and  others,  that  immense  ages  inter- 
vened between  the  creation  announced  in  the  first  verse  Genesis  i., 
and  that  which  is  narrated  in  the  remainder  of  the  chapter.  He 
manifestly  has  not  studied  the  subject,  and  is  not  aware  that  the 
notion  which  he  embraces  is  embarrassed  by  such  contradictions  to 
the  laws  of  matter  and  the  facts  of  geology,  as  well  as  the  sacred 
text,  as  to  make  it  discreditable  to  men  of  science  to  give  it  their 
sanction.  He  takes  Hitchcock  and  Miller  as  his  guides,  without 
having  discovered,  it  would  seem,  that  the  suppositions  on  which 
they  attempt  to  bring  the  narrative  in  Genesis  into  harmony  with 
their  speculations,  are  wholly  dissimilar  and  destructive  of  each 
other. 

12.  The  Sbcokd  Epistle  of  Peter,  the  Epistles  of  John  and 
Judas,  and  the  Revelation,  transUted  from  the  Greek,  on  the 
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basis  of  the  Common  Version,  with  Notes.    New  York :  Ameri- 
can Bible  Union.    London  :  Trubner  &  Co.     1854. 


The  translation  of  the  Epistles  named  in  the  title  is  the  same  as 
was  noticed  in  the  Journal,  April,  1853.  The  Revelation  is  now 
added,  and  the  whole  is  preceded  by  an  Introduction,  in  which  the 
general  design  of  the  work,  and  the  principles  on  which  the  trans- 
lation is  conducted,  are  stated,  and  the  authorities  that  have  been 
consulted  are  given.  The  text  of  the  common  version,  the  Greek, 
and  the  new  translation,  is  given  in  parallel  columns.  The  notes, 
occupied  chiefly  in  stating  the  constructions  put  on  the  text  by  other 
translators  and  expositors,  but  presenting  often  the  reasons  of  the 
adoption  of  the  reading  that  is  followed,  a  critical  exposition  of 
terms,  and  a  statement  of  the  considerations  that  led  to  the  render- 
ings that  are  given,  are  the  work  of  great  labor,  and  embody  an 
amount  of  interesting  and  important  information  that  insure  them 
a  high  place  in  the  estimation  of  critical  students  of  the  sacred 
word. 

"  This  revision,"  our  readers  will  recollect,  is  not  "  final."  It  is, 
with  the  translations  of  other  parts  of  the  sacred  text,  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  board  of  revisers,  by  whose  adjudication  the  language 
finally  adopted  as  the  new  version  is  to  be  determined.  Whether 
adopted  absolutely  or  mainly  or  not,  this  will  exist  as  an  independ- 
ent work,  and  will  be  an  important  aid  to  all  who  may  hereafter 
attempt  a  critical  exposition  of  those  portions  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment. 


1 3.  Daily  Bible  Illustrations,  being  Original  Readings  for  a  year 
on  subjects  from  Sacred  History,  Biography,  Geography,  Antiqui- 
ties, and  Theology,  especially  designed  for  the  family  circle.  By 
John  Kitto,  D.D.  Evening  Series,  the  Apostles  and  Early  Church. 
New  York:  R.  Carter  k  Brothers.     1854. 


This  volume,  which  closes  the  series,  is  characterized,  like  its  prede- 
cessors, by  great  ease  and  neatness  of  style,  clearness  of  delineation, 
and  accuracy  and  amplitude  of  information  on  the  topics  which  it 
treats;  which  are  the  persons,  the  places,  the  transactions,  and  the 
events,  presented  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  in  the  order  in  which 
they  occur  in  the  sacred  narrative.  It  is  equivalent,  therefore,  to  a 
history  of  the  ministry  of  the  apostles  and  the  founding  of  the  church 
as  far  as  they  are  given  in  the  New  Testament,  and  in  a  form  pecu- 
liarly attractive. 
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14.  Scripture  Keadikgb.  Sabbath  Morning  Readings  on  the  Old 
Testament,  by  the  Rev.  John  Gumming,  D.D.  Book  of  Genesis. 
Boston :  J.  P.  Jewett  <fe  Co.  Cleveland,  Ohio :  Jewett,  Proctor  & 
Worthington.     1854. 

These  readings  consist  of  a  series  of  lectures  on  Genesis,  delivered 
by  Dr.  Gumming  to  his  congregation,  and  treating,  in  a  manner 
adapted  to  the  pulpit,  the  various  themes  presented  in  the  sacred  his- 
tory. There  are  no  attempts  at  minute  critical  exposition ;  no  intri- 
cate discussions;  no  remote  and  shadowy  speculations,  suited  to  sur- 
prise and  bewilder,  rather  than  to  instruct  the  reader.  The  subjects 
are  those  presented  by  the  text;  he  contemplates  them  in  their  rela- 
tion to  the  great  facts  of  our  condition  and  character,  the  principles 
of  the  divine  administration,  and  the  doctrines  of  redemption ;  and 
treats  them  with  an  ease,  vivacity,  and  copiousness,  that  are  very 
pleasing. 

15.  Symbolio  Prophecy;  Remarks  on  an  Exposition  of  the 
Apocalypse  by  D.  N.  Lord,  by  an  Inquirer.  Boston :  Gould  <k 
Lincoln.     1 854. 

The  author's  object  in  this  pamphlet  is  to  state  briefly  the  views 
which  have  been  presented  by  us  in  the  Exposition  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse, and  in  the  Journal,  of  the  principles  on  which  prophetic  sym- 
bols are  employed,  and  the  laws  by  which  they  are  to  be  interpreted ; 
to  exhibit  some  considerations  which  show  their  importance,  and 
confirm  their  truth  ;  and  to  urge  on  the  students  of  the  sacred  word, 
the  duty  of  investigating  and  accepting  them  as  the  key  which  the 
great  Revealer  himself  has  furnished,  in  the  interpretations  he  has 
given,  of  the  symbolic  Scriptures.  The  author  displays  a  large  know- 
ledge of  the  subject ;  he  exemplifies  the  inadequacy  of  the  common 
method  of  treating  the  symbols ;  he  presents  a  just  picture  of  their 
peculiar  nature,  and  the  certainty  that  they  must  be  interpreted  by 
laws  that  have  their  ground  in  themselves ;  and  he  shows  that  either 
the  laws  we  have  unfolded  must  be  taken  as  the  guide  to  their  mean- 
mg,  or  they  must  be  considered  as  inexplicable. 

The  result  to  which  the  discussions  on  the  subject,  in  the  Exposi- 
tion and  Journal,  have  led  the  author  of  this  tract — whose  name  is 
unknown  to  us — may  be  taken  as  a  specimen  of  the  effect  that  has 
been  wrought  on  the  views  of  great  numbers.  Not  only  has  a  large 
body  of  the  most  intelligent  and  evangelical  become  satisfied  of  the 
truth  of  the  laws  we  have  propounded,  both  of  symbols  and  figures ; 
but  no  one,  we  believe,  of  any  consideration  in  the  literary  world, 
can  be  found,  who  will  seriously  controvert  them ;  and  the  way  is 
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gradually  preparing  for  a  freer  expression  by  good  men  of  their  im- 
pressions on  the  subject  The  hour,  indeed,  is  not  remote,  we  trust, 
when  the  sincere  students  of  the  Bible,  and  faithful  friends  of  the 
truth,  will  feel  it  incumbent  to  make  known  their  dissent  from  the 
false  and  mischievous  method  of  treating  the  sacred  word  that  has 
long  prevailed  in  the  church,  and  exert  themselves  to  give  currency 
to  the  great  principles  of  interpretation  which  the  Scriptures  them- 
selves reveal,  which  have  their  grounds  in  the  nature  of  symbols 
and  of  language,  which  are  in  harmony  with  the  principles  of  ana- 
logy with  which  we  are  all  familiar,  and  accord  with  the  laws  by 
which  we  are  all  conscious  we  are  accustomed  to  use  simple  and 
tropical  speech. 

We  recommend  the  perusal  of  this  Essay  to  our  readers,  and  all 
others.  We  wish  it  may  be  circulated  widely.  The  price  is,  we 
believe,  but  fifteen  cents,  for  which  it  can  be  obtained  from  any  dis- 
tance by  mail. 

16.  The  Apocaltpsb  Unveilbd.  The  Day  of  Judgment,  the 
Resurrection,  and  the  Millennium,  presented  in  a  new  light ;  the 
repossession  of  Palestine  by  the  Jews,  and  their  conversion  to  Christ 
as  their  Messiah.     Two  volumes.     New  York  :  E.  French.    1853. 

Thb  readers  of  the  above  title  will  misjudge  of  the  character  of 
the  work,  should  they  regard  the  word  "  unveiled"  as  used  to  signify 
that  the  Apocalypse  is  interpreted  or  attempted  to  be  interpreted  in 
it  by  the  legitimate  laws  of  symbols  and  language.  There  is  no 
ground  in  the  volumes  for  a  pretext  of  the  kind.  The  author  has 
not  carried  his  inquiries  so  far  even  as  to  discover  that  symbols  and 
figures  differ  from  each  other,  and  that  the  principles  on  which  they 
are  used,  and  the  rules  by  which  they  are  to  be  explained,  are  essen- 
tially unlike.  He  calls  symbols  figures  and  metaphors,  and  is  un- 
aware that  there  are  any  authoritative  laws  of  interpretation.  His 
attempts,  accordingly,  to  state  the  sense  of  the  symbols,  are  nothing 
else  than  mere  assertions  that  certain  agents  or  occurrences  are 
meant  by  them,  or  positive  expressions  of  his  opinion,  without  any 
reasons  drawn  from  the  nature  of  symbols  or  the  principles  on 
which  they  are  employed,  for  the  support  of  his  judgment  His 
unveiling  of  the  prophecy,  consequently,  consists,  in  a  large  degree, 
of  mere  arbitrary  and  mistaken  statements  that  certain  events  are 
foreshown  by  it ;  and  wild  and  absurd  conjectures,  misrepresenting 
the  visions  in  a  very  preposterous  manner,  and  degrading  them  to  a 
level  with  the  dreams  of  the  most  lawless  fanatics.  We  might 
yeriiy  this  representation  by  a  crowd  of  examples.  We  will  only 
cite  his  constructioa  of  the  rainbow  angel  of  the  tenth  chapter : 
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"  ^  And  be  set  his  right  foot  upon  the  sea,  and  his  left  on  the 
earth  ;  and  his  &ce  was  as  it  were  the  sun,  and  his  feet  as  pillars  of 
fire.'  After  this  description,  is  it  necessary  to  ask  the  question,  who 
is  this  mighty  angel  ?  Does  not  its  great  voice,  its  face  like  the 
sun,  and  its  feet  on  fire,  proclaim  it  to  be  the  present  age  of  steam 
power  and  the  magnetic  telegraph?  Where  is  the  master  of  the 
pencU  whose  unrivalled  skill  could  produce  such  a  picture  of  the 
power  of  steam  and  the  wonders  of  the  telegraph  ? — so  true  in  all 
its  lineaments  to  the  original,  and  so  full  of  life  as  this  picture  is, 
sketched  by  the  finger  of  prophecy,  near  two  thousand  years  before 
these  wonders  of  art  and  science  had  any  existence  9  We  all  live 
in  the  presence  of  this  angel,  and,  therefore,  I  said  it  is  as  familiar 
to  us  as  household  words. 

^  The  little  book  represents  a  knowledge  of  the  history  of  steam- 
power  and  the  electro-magnetic  telegraph,  with  their  great  and  won- 
derful effects 

''  Roaring  as  the  lion,  is  expressive  of  the  wonderful  effects  which 
will  be  produced  by  steam  and  the  magnetic  telegraph.  A  great 
noise  is  the  common  metaphor  of  great  changes  in  Uie  world. 

"  This  loud  cry  of  the  angel  is  represented  as  being  followed  by 
the  voice  of  seven  thunders,  which  will  represent  the  universal  ac- 
clamation which  will  express  the  pleasure  and  astonishment  of  the 
world  at  the  results  of  these  discoveries." 

We  wonder  the  writer  did  not  interpret  the  seven  thunders  of 
the  Paixhan  guns,  great  bombs,  rockets,  and  other  similar  engines 
of  war,  that  have  come  into  use  contemporaneously  with  steam  and 
the  telegraph.  That  is,  undoubtedly,  their  meaning,  if  his  con- 
struction of  the  angel  is  right  It  does  not  accord,  however,  with 
his  representation  that  "  the  mission  of  this  angel  is  not  to  execute 
judgment  upon  men ;  he  brings  no  implications  of  divine  wrath  ;" 
nor  does  his  assumption  that  he  is  the  symbol  of  steam  power, 
which  is  now  as  important  an  engine  in  war  as  it  is  in  commerce. 
Had  he  carried  his  inquiries  into  the  principles  of  symbolizadon  far 
enough  to  discover  its  first  great  law,  that  agents  represent  agents, 
and  that  living  created  agents  usually  stand  for  men,  he  would  not 
have  fallen  into  so  gross  an  error  as  to  fancy  that  a  mighty  and 
glorious  angel  descending  from  the  sky  to  the  earth  can  be  a  sym- 
bol of  the  power  of  steam,  or  a  steam  engine,  and  the  magnetic 
telegraph — ^two  forces  or  engines  that  are  both  unintelligent  and 
wholly  unlike  each  other !  A  grosser  inconsistency  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  analogy  cannot  easily  be  conceived. 

It  b  to  be  regretted  that  the  writer  has  wasted  his  labor  in  so 
wild  and  lawless  a  misrepresentation  of  the  prophecy.  Had  he 
made  himself  acquainted  with  the  laws  <i&  interpretatioD,  he  might, 
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with  due  study  and  caution,  have  produced  a  useful  work.  As  it  is, 
it  will  find  few  readers,  and  sink  with  the  crowd  written  in  the  same 
unscientific  and  haphazard  way,  into  speedy  oblivion. 

17.  Hope  for  the  Jews;  or,  the  Jews  will  be  converted  to  the 
Christian  Faith,  and  settled  and  organized  as  a  nation  in  the  land 
of  Palestine.  By  J.  J.  Janeway,  D.D.  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. : 
J.  Terhune  &  Son.     1863. 

This  volume  presents  a  brief  view  of  the  great  predictions  which 
occupy  a  large  share  of  the  Old  and  a  portion  of  the  New  Testament, 
of  the  restoration,  conversion,  and  national  re-organization  of  the 
Israelites ;  and  a  confutation  of  the  false  notion  lately  advanced  by 
Mr.  Williamson,  that  they  are  no  longer  the  subjects  of  the  covenant 
with  Abraham,  nor  of  any  of  the  promises  that  were  originally 
made  to  them.  The  disbelief  by  the  Protestant  church  generally 
of  the  redemption  of  the  Israelites,  according  to  the  prophecies,  is  one 
of  the  events  that  characterize  the  age,  and  bespeaks  an  astonishing 
misconception  of  the  laws  of  language,  and  the  aims  of  the  divine 
government.  We  once  asked  a  young  gentleman  who  had  just 
finished  his  medical  education  by  attending  the  lectures  of  several 
distinguished  professors  in  this  city,  if  he  would  inform  us  where  the 
muscles  are  situated  by  which  breathing  is  performed.  After  a  pause 
of  a  few  moments,  he  answered  that  he  bad  never  heard  the  subject 
treated  by  his  instructon^  and,  indeed,  that  the  question  had  never 
presented  itself  to  him.  His  oversight  of  so  important  a  part  of  the 
human  frame  was  of  little  significance  compared  with  that  of  minis- 
ters of  the  sacred  word  who  have  never  learned  that  the  prophets 
foreshow,  and  with  a  frequency,  copiousness,  and  emphasis  that  dis- 
tinguish the  theme  from  others  which  their  revelations  respect,  that 
the  Israelites  are  to  be  recalled  from  their  dispersion,  re-established 
in  their  ancient  land,  and  re-adopted  and  honored  as  God^s  chosen 
people.  It  were  not  more  singular,  nor  would  it  indicate  a  more 
extraordinary  blindness,  to  overlook  the  prediction  of  the  resurrec- 
tion of  the  dead,  or  the  immortality  of  the  life  to  which  the  dead  are 
to  be  raised.  Those  who  wish  a  plain,  summary,  and  pointed  exhi- 
bition of  the  teachings  of  the  sacred  word  on  the  subject,  will  find  it 
in  the  statements  and  reasonings  of  this  volume. 

18.  Antidote  to  the  Poison  op  Popery,  in  the  Publications  of 
Professor  Schaff,  first  in  his  Essay,  and  then  in  his  History.  By 
J.  J.  Janeway,  D.D.    New  Brunswick,  N.  J.     1864. 

Thb  object  of  this  pamphlet  is  to  show  first,  that  the  theory  of  de- 
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ydopment  advanced  by  Professor  Schaflf  in  his  Essay  several  years 
since  on  Protestantism,  and  the  lavish  commendations  he  bestowed 
in  it  on  the  Catholic  church  of  the  middle  ages,  indicate  that  he 
was  then  in  fact  a  philosophic  Papist,  and  that  some  of  the  worst 
features  of  that  apostate  power  were  the  objects  of  his  enthusiastic  ad- 
miration.   Next,  to  confute  from  the  Scriptures  the  Romish  doctrine  of 
the  primacy  of  Peter,  and  the  enormous  usurpations  and  impieties 
that  have  been  founded  on  it.     And  thirdly,  to  show  that  though 
there  is  a  large  infusion  in  his  recently  translated  history  of  modified 
and  opposite  views,  Professor  Schaff,  nevertheless,  gives  the  most 
unequivocal  evidence  that  he  still  retains  his  Romish  principles  and 
predilections  ;  that  notwithstanding  his  ostentatious  professions  and 
showy  flourishes  of  rhetoric,  the  theoretic  system  on  which  he  pro- 
ceeds will  naturally  carry  those  who  take  him  as  a  guide,  into  un- 
sophisticated Romanism ;  and  that  he  must,  therefore,  be  regarded 
either  as  unreliable  in  his  protestations  against  Popery,  or  else  as  not 
understanding  himself.    That  the  estimate  Dr.  Janeway  has  formed 
of  Professor  Schaff  as  a  Papist,  as  far  as  he  has  any  religious  faith  or 
sentiment,  as  deceptive,  and  as  resolved  at  all  events,  if  practicable,  to 
spread  his  philosophic  and  historical  doctrines  here,  is  correct,  we  do 
not  doubt     That  Prof.  Schaff  does  not  comprehend  his  own  prin- 
ciples, no  one  who  has  read  his  work,  and  is  familiar  with  the 
theories  of  his  brother  Germans,  of  which  they  are  a  mere  echo,  will 
for  a  moment  imagine.     The  system  was  long  since  wrought  out  in 
all  its  great  features  by  Schelling,  Schleiermacher,  Hegel,  Neander, 
and  a  crowd  of  others,  and  is  as  well  understood  in  all  its  relations, 
as  any  other  branch  of  modern  false  and  dreamy  speculation.     Pro- 
fessor Schaff  has  not  changed  its  great  outline  in  any  important  de- 
gree, nor  varied  its  prevailing  coloring.      He  has  only  altered  the 
grouping  of  some  of  the  subordinate  parts,  and  given  here  and  there 
a  softer  touch  to  the  delineations.     To  suppose,  therefore,  that  with 
his  principles  of  philosophy  and  of  development,  he  can  be  a  sincere 
Protestant,  and  believer  in  the  work  of  redemption,  is  as  impossible 
as  it  is  to  suppose  that  pitch  darkness  and  dazzling  light,  to  the  same 
eyes,  reign  at  the  same  time  in  the  same  place.    In  the  fancy  in 
which  some  indulge  that  Professor  Schaff  disagrees  in  any  essential 
particular  from  Nevin,  we  have  not  the  slightest  faith.     Their  phi- 
losophy is  the  same ;  all  the  Romish  doctrines  advanced  by  Nevin 
are  advanced  also,  or  sanctioned  by  Professor  Schaff;  and  he  openly 
endorses  Nevin  in  his  principal  writings,  and  commends  him  with 
lavish  eulogy.     What  sort  of  estimate  must  be  formed  of  Professor 
Schaff's  principles,  if,  after  all,  he  disagrees  with  him  in  the  forms, 
and  in  the  degrees,  in  which  Protestants  disagree  with  Romanists  ? 
jj^The  pamphlet  is  written  with  spirit  and  point ;  is  marked  by  high 
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moral  feelings ;  and,  which  is  a  rare  merit,  is  free  from  the  heartless 
professions  of  respect  with  which  many  are  accustomed  to  soften  and 
countervail  the  protestations  they  utter  against  false  and  dangerous 
teachers.  It  confutes  effectually  the  doctrine  of  Peter's  primacy, 
which  Professor  Schaff  sanctions,  and  points  out  a  series  of  misstate- 
mentB,  blunders,  and  inconsistencies,  which  reveal  to  the  reader  the 
deceptive  character  of  his  work,  and  show  with  what  caution  its 
representations,  on  the  subject  of  the  Papacy  especially,  are  to  be 
received. 

19.  The  Words  op  Jesus,  by  the  author  of  the  "  Morning  and 
Night  Watches."     New  York  :  Stanford  <fe  Swords.     1854. 

This  little  volume  consists  of  brief  notices  of  a  series  of  passages 
taken  from  the  discourses  of  Chiist,  and  designed  to  yield  the  in- 
struction, warning,  excitement,  and  support  which  the  inquiring, 
the  meditative,  and  the  sorrowful  oilen  need,  amidst  the  trials  of 
life,  and  they  may  be  read  with  benefit  and  enjoyment  by  the  aged 
or  the  young,  the  sad  or  the  joyous. 

20.  The  British  Periodicals.    Republished  by  L.  Scott  k  Co. 

These  Reviews  for  winter  and  spring  have  more  than  their  usual 
number  of  articles  of  talent  and  interest,  especially  on  the  themes  that 
are  now  attracting  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world, — the  revolution  in 
China  and  the  Eastern  war,  the  condition  of  Russia,  the  resources  of 
the  Turks,  the  policy  of  the  Western  states,  and  the  results  in  which 
the  contest  is  possibly  to  terminate.  Among  these,  that  "  On  the 
War  in  the  East  and  its  Political  Contingencies,"  in  the  North  British 
for  February,  is  above  all  entitled  to  attention,  from  the  intimations  it 
presents  of  the  probability  that  the  struggle  is  at  length  to  involve 
the  whole  of  the  west  of  Europe,  a  imion  of  Austria  with  Russia,  and 
thence  a  conflict  betwixt  despotism  and  liberty,  in  which  England 
and  France  will  be  obliged  to  take  the  side  of  the  people,  and  patron- 
ize and  sustain  a  revolution  throughout  Germany  and  Italy.  The 
feeling  is  universal  abroad  that  the  contest  is  tending  to  momentous 
issues,  and  it  deserves  to  be  contemplated  by  the  Christian  especially 
who  regards  it  as  probably  one  of  the  great  steps  that  are  rapidly  lead- 
ing on  to  the  final  catastrophe  of  the  antichristian  powers,  with  the 
profoundest  attention.  Beside  these,  there  is  a  large  array  of  articles 
on  other  themes  of  universal  interest,  from  the  learning  they  display, 
the  importance  of  the  principles  they  advance,  and  the  vivid  pictures 
they  present  of  the  characteristics  of  the  age,  or  the  great  parties  in 
politics  and  religion  that  are  endeavoring  to  animate  it  with  their 
spirity  and  give  it  the  impress  of  their  peculiar  features. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE 

THEOLOGICAL  AND  LITERAEY 
JOURNAL. 

voLuicB  vn.  OCTOBER,    1854.  number  n. 


Abt.  I. — ^The  Truth  of  the  Laws  of  Symbolization, 

AND  the  ImPOBTANCE  OF  THE  EeSULTS  TO  WHICH  THEY 
LEAD. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

Of  the  objects  and  character  of  the  work,*  the  title  of 
which  is  given  at  the  foot  of  the  page,  on  the  views  of 
the  principles  of  symbolization  that  have  been  propounded 
in  the  Journal,  we  have  already  apprised  our  readers. 
It  is  the  result  of  careful  study,  is  marked  by  sound 
sense  and  good  taste,  exhibits  a  knowledge  of  the  subject 
&r  greater  than  is  found  in  the  essays  of  our  opponents,  and 
is  entitled  to  the  respectful  consideration  of  all,  whether 
millenarians  or  antimillenarians,  who  desire  to  understand 
the  great  teachings  of  the  prophetic  Scriptures. 

"We  design  in  the  present  article  to  point  out  somewhat 
more  fully  than  we  have  heretofore  done,  the  principle  on 
which  symbols  are   employed,  in   contradistinction   from 


*  7%e  Premium  Eway  en  the  OharaeterutieB  and  Lawt  of  Prophetic  Sym- 
hoU,  by  the  Rer.  Edward  Winthrop,  A.  M.   Kew  York:  F.  Knight    1854 
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figures ;  and  to  exemplify  more  at  large  the  important  results 
in  interpretation  to  which  their  laws  lead. 

The  question  whether  those  laws  are  true  or  not,  is  no- 
thing less,  it  should  be  considered,  than  the  question  whether 
or  not  there  are  any  laws  of  symbolization ;  that  is,  whether 
the  symbols  of  the  prophets  are  employed  on  any  settled  and 
natural  principle  that  can  be  clearly  defined,  verified,  and  used 
as  a  key  to  their  meaning ;  or  whether  they  must  be  regarded 
as  wholly  inoxplicabte.  This  is  seen  from  ^be  &ct  that  those 
who  are  unacquainted  with  their  latrs,  or  do  not  adopt  them, 
have,  as  is  well  known,  no  settled  rules  for  the  exposition 
of  the  symbols.  Such  writers,  for  example,  as  Mr.  Barnes, 
the  author  of  the  "  Apocalypse  Unveiled,^'  and  Professor 
Stuart,  do  not  pretend  to  be  guided  in  their  interpretations 
by  any  specific  and  fixed  rules.  Not  the  semblance  of  any 
thing  like  a  law  of  symbolization  is  presented  on  their  pages ; 
and  their  constructions  show  that  they  had  no  clearly 
defined  and  settled  principle  g£  interpretation.  They  are 
altogether  conjectural  and  haphazard;  now  proceeding  tacitly 
on  one  theory,  and  now  on  anothef,  and  alike  at  war  with 
the  nature  of  the  symbols,  and  inconsistent  with  one  an- 
other. This  is  true  also  of  the  leading  writers  in  Europe, 
whether  antimillenarians  or  millenarians ; — Hengstenbei^, 
Brown,  and  Faber,  on  the  6ne  side ;  and  Elliott,  Keith, 
Brooks,  Bonar,  and  Cuninghame  on  the  other.  It  is  a  re- 
Dtiarkable  fact,  that  notwithstanding  the  vast  series  of  volumes 
that  have  beeti  written  on  the  subject,  and  by  men  of  ability 
tfnd  learning,  no  stateinent  is  to  be  found  in  any  of  their 
Works  of  any  law  by  which  a  single  symbol  of  the  pro- 
phets caii  be  interpreted.  They  hatd  acteumulated  a  vast 
amount  of  itnporfiant  information,  especially  in  their  his- 
torical inquiries.  They  have  cleared  up  many  difficult  points 
"Vjrith  great  learnitig  and  skill ;  they  have  set  forth  many 
truths  with  much  force  and  beauty ;  they  have  framed  many 
of  their  conjectures  with  great  tact,  tad  have  hit  adroitly 
iri  a  share  of  theit  guesses ;  yet  Aevertheleas^,  their  interpte- 
tations  of  the  symbols  have  been  the  work  of  vague  impres- 
aon,  conjecttlre,  or  assumption ;  not  the  result  of  a  dear,  au- 
thentic, and  demonstrable  principle.  And  that  must  continue 
to  be  the  character  of  this  branch  of  interpretation,  unless 
the  laws  we  hdive  propounded  are  ti^e,  and  are  taken  as  such ; 
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inasmucli  as,  if  the  symbols  are  not  employed  on  the  ptin- 
dpie  of  these  laws,  they  cannot  be  employed  on  any  princi- 
ple whatever — ^therebeisg  none,  as  will  hereafter  be  shown, 
besides  that  of  a  general  correspondence  of  the  symbol  and 
that  which  is  symboli^^d,  on  which  the  one  can  be  nsed  as 
the  representative  of  the  other. 

But  no  one  will  venture  to  maintain  that  the  symbols  are 
not  used  on  any  settled  and  intelligible  principle ;  that  they 
ore  a  mei'e  series  of  pictures  or  spectres  that  have  no  com^ 
moti  relation  to  that  which  they  portend — ^no  intrinsic  adap- 
tation, any  more  than  any  other  objects  drawn  from  the  haiu- 
ral  world  or  from  fancy,  to  represent  what  they  are  em- 
ployed to  foreshow.  That  were  to  deny  that  they  ai^e  the 
medium  of  a  prophecy.  They  plainly  cannot  be  the  instaru- 
ment  of  prediction,  if  there  is  no  tie  by  which  that  which  ia 
foreshown,  is  connected  with  that  whidi  is  employed  to  fore- 
show it  They  cannot  be  interpreted  as  denoting  certabx 
agents  and  events,  unless  there  is  some  principle  by  which  it 
can  be  deduced  from  theii'  nature,  that  they  are  the  repre^ 
sentatives  of  such  agents  and  events.  It  is  to  impeach  the 
wisdom  and  truth  of  God  also,  and  exhibit  him  as  irifliDg 
with  his  creatures,  and  imposing  on  them  a  deceptive  and 
unmeaning  pageant  under  the  pretext  of  a  revelation,  the 
knowledge  of  which  is  of  the  utmost  moment  to  their  well- 
being*  AU  who  regard  the  sjnnbolic  Scriptures  as  a  rev©* 
lation  from  him,  will  admit  l^at  their  symbols  are  Stable 
means  to  the  end  for  which  they  are  emjyloyed ;  and  ihen^'^ 
fore  that  they  are  Used  on  some  natural,  s^tled,  and  intellii 
gible  principle,  which  must  be  understood  in  otder  to  di^ 
cem  their  meanilig,  and  is  the  key  by  which  tthey  ai!e  to  be 
interpreted. 

But  the  fact  diat  they  ar6  the  medium  df  a  revelation, 
and  thence  are  used  on  some  natural^  uniform,  and  intelli- 
gible principle,  makes  it  equally  certain  ikaX  that  prin- 
ciple is  either  analogy  or  an  exact  likeness;  thsit  is,  ft 
general  correspondence  in  nature,  agency,  conditiond,  and 
^eets,  between  the  prbphetic  repre^ntative  alid  tha^  whieb 
it  represents,  in  contrac^tinction  from  a  mere  resemblance 
in  some  single  particular;  inasmtioh  as  there  is  no  oilier 
principle  on  which  the  symbols  c^  be  a  natural^  clear,  and 
demonstrable  representative  of  a  specific  dass  of  agents^ 
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agencies,  and  effects,  in  distinction  from  others.  An  analogy 
or  general  correspondence  between  one  thing  and  another, 
is  not  constituted  by  a  likeness  in  a  single  particular,  but 
involves  a  general  resemblance.  In  order  to  an  analogy 
betwixt  a  symbol  and  that  which  it  symbolizes,  the  symbol 
must  be,  in  its  own  peculiar  sphere,  what  that  which  it  is 
employed  to  represent  is  in  the  sphere  to  which  it  belongs. 
If  the  one  is  an  agent,  the  other  must  be.  If  the  one  exerts 
acts,  the  other  must  exert  acts  also.  If  the  one  is  the  object 
of  actions  from  a  different  agent,  the  other  must  also  be  the 
object  of  a  similar  agency  from  a  different  agent.  If  the  one 
produces  effects,  the  other  must  produce  effects  also.  Other- 
wise there  would  be  no  means  of  determining  what  the  thing 
is  which  the  symbol  is  used  to  represent.  A  likeness  in  a 
single  particular,  is  no  adequate  means  of  representing  a 
specific  class  of  agents  or  effects,  and  proving  that  they — ^in 
contradistinction  from  all  others — are  the  agents  or  effects 
that  are  represented.  Besemblances,  in  some  single  particu- 
lar, subsist  between  thousands  of  things  that,  nevertheless, 
bear  no  such  general  likeness  that  the  one  can  be  used  as  the 
symbol  of  the  other.  There  is,  for  example,  an  infinite  mul- 
titude of  things  that  resemble  each  other  in  slightness  of  sub- 
stance, in  giving  pleasure  or  pain,  in  worthlessness,  and 
innumerable  other  peculiarities,  that  yet  have  no  adaptation 
whatever  to  represent  each  other.  They  are  ofken,  in  the 
main,  the  widest  possible  opposites.  They  often  present  in 
all  points,  except  the  one  of  likeness,  the  utmost  dissimila- 
rity ;  they  form  the  boldest  contrasts.  Were,  therefore,  an 
object  used  as  a  representative,  on  the  mere  ground  of  a 
resemblance  in  some  single  and  unspecified  particular,  it 
would  be  wholly  impossible  to  tell  what  one  out  of  thou- 
sands and  myriads  of  things  which  it  resembles  in  some  one 
respect,  is  the  thing  it  was  employed  to  represent.  Inter- 
pretation could,  at  the  best,  be  nothing  but  conjecture ;  and 
the  conjecture  that  any  individual  thing  is  the  object  repre- 
sented, could  have  no  greater  probability  than  that  any  other 
out  of  myriads  is  that  object.  Mere  likeness,  therefore,  in  a 
single  particular  cannot  be  the  ground  on  which  the  symbols 
of  the  prophets  are  employed.  No  principle  can  connect 
the  symbol  with  that  which  it  symbolizes  with  such  clear- 
ness and  certainty  as  to  furnish  a  key  to  the  signification, 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


1854.]  and  their  BesuUs  in  Inierpretation.  181 

and  enable  the  student  to  deduce  the  one  from  the  other, 
except  that  either  of  analogy,  that  is,  a  general  correspond- 
ence of  the  one  with  the  other  in  nature,  relations,  agency, 
and  eflTects ;  or  else  an  exact  likeness  of  nature,  agency,  and 
effects.  The  symbol  must  be,  in  its  peculiar  station,  acts,  and 
effects,  the  counterpart  of  that  which  it  symbolizes.  It  must 
be  in  its  own  sphere,  what  that  which  it  symbolizes  is  in  the 
sphere  to  which  that  belongs ;  and  accordingly,  that  which 
is  symbolized  must  be  in  its  proper  place  what  the  represent- 
ative is  in  its  proper  place;  so  that  the  nature,  office, 
agency,  and  effects  of  the  one  can  be  deduced  from  those  of 
the  other. 

It  is  clear  then  that  symbols,  in  order  to  fill  the  office  for 
which  they  are  used,  and  furnish  a  natural  and  infallible 
due  to  that  which  they  represent,  must  be  employed  on  the 
principle,  either  of  analogy,  t.  e,  a  correspondence  in  all 
their  main  features  and  characteristics  to  that  which  they 
symbolize ;  or  else  of  an  exact  likeness,  as  when  men  repre- 
sent men,  and  a  resurrection  symbolizes  a  r^urrection.  And 
this  great  truth  it  is  of  the  utmost  moment  to  understand ; 
as  it  is  from  the  non-perception  or  neglect  of  it — as  we  shall 
hereafter  show — ^that  expositors  have  run  into  a  large  part 
of  their  errors. 

The  fact  that  symbols  are  thus  employed  on  the  principle 
either  of  a  general  resemblance  or  an  exact  likeness,  makes 
certain  therefore  the  truth  of  the  great  laws :  1st.  That  the 
symbol,  and  that  which  it  represents,  resemble  each  other  in 
the  station  they  fill,  the  relations  they  sustain,  and  the  agen- 
cies they  exert  in  their  respective  spheres.  2d.  That  agents, 
ttierefore,  represent  agents,  and  living  agents  living  agents ; 
that  acts  symbolize  acts,  and  that  effects  stand  for  effects,  and 
conditions  for  conditions ;  for  this  is  in  accordance  with  ana- 
logy; as  no  analogy  subsists  between  different  agents  or 
objects,  except  where  there  is  such  a  correspondence  of  sta- 
tion, agency,  and  effects.  8d.  It  verifies  the  law  also,  that 
where  a  symbol  is  used  in  the  relation  of  analogy,  the  repre- 
sentative and  that  which  it  represents  are  of  different  spe- 
cies, kinds,  or  rank ;  as  it  is  only  between  things  that  are 
not  the  same  in  kind  or  rank,  that  analogy  can  exist  Things 
that  are  of  identically  the  same  kind  have  an  exact  likeness, 
not  simply  a  general  oorrespondence,  that  admits,  neverthe- 
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less,  of  a  diT^rsitj  of  nature,  agency,  and  effect  ThQs,  fi>f 
example,  wild  beasts  that  prey  on  inferior  animals,  present  a 
general  resemblance  to  ferocious  and  bloody  rulera  who 
slaughter  their  fellow  men ;  and  they  are  used  as  their  repre- 
sentatives on  the  principle  of  ai^alogy.  But  men,  when  flying 
in  terror  from  the  presence  c^  the  Lamb  descending  to  judge 
them,  and  when  raised  &om  the  grave,  and  arraigned  and  sen- 
tenced to  eternal  death,  are  u^ed  as  symbols  on  the  prindple 
of  exact  likeness ;  because  on  the  one  hand  there  are  no 
beings  whom  they  can  represent  on  &e  principle  of  ajialogy, 
as  men  alone  are  to  be  the  subjects  of  those  great  events; 
and  on  the  other,  because  there  are  no  beings  but  men  them- 
selves in  those  identical  conditions,  who  can  properly  repre- 
sent them  as  in  them,  and  as  the  sul^ectB  of  those  feelings, 
actions,  and  effects  which  they  are  to  occasion.  A^^iyyi^lp 
could  not ;  they  pass  through  no  such  states ;  they  are  not 
the  subjects  of  any  acts  that  bear  a  resemblance  to  those 
judicial  processes.  Inanimate  objects,  ior  a  similar  reason, 
could  not ;  nor  could  angels.  Angels  do  not  fear  a  corpo- 
real death.  They  are  not  to  be  raised  from  the  dead.  As 
then  there  is  no  agent  or  object  in  the  universe  that,  on  the 
ground  of  analogy,  could  serve  as  the  symbol  of  men  at  those 
peculiar  crises  of  their  being ;  it  is  as  certain  that  when  such 
events  are  to  be  foreshown,  symbols  are  used  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  exact  likeness  or  sameness  of  agents  and  events,  as 
it  is  in  all  other  eases  that  they  are  employed  on  the  jmn- 
oiple  of  analogy. 

These  great  laws  of  symbolization,  thus  deduced  from  the 
nature  of  the  office  which  they  fill,  are  accordingly  indicated 
and  exemplified  in  the  symbolic  prophecies  themselves,  in 
the  interpretations  that  are  given  by  the  Spirit  of  a  large 
number  of  the  symbols.  Thus  the  lion  with  wings,  the  bear, 
the  winged  leopard,  and  the  beast  with  ten  horns,  Dan.  vii,, 
are  interpreted  by  the  Spirit  as  symbolizing  the  dynaatie3  of 
Babylonia,  Media  and  Persia,  Greece  and  Borne,  or  the  organ- 
ized bodies  of  ruleaps  with  a  chief  at  thdr  head,  that  exer- 
cised the  governments  of  those  empires ;  and  the  act9  of  the 
beasts  in  the  vision,  the  changes  through  which  they  passed, 
and  the  effects  they  produced,  are  explained  as  symbolizing 
corresponding  acts  the  rulers  they  respectively  represented 
were  to  exercise  in  their  sphere,  the  changes  through  whi<^ 
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they  were  to  pasal,  and  the  eflfects  to  which  they  were  to  gire 
birth*  In  like  miiniier  the  r^m  and  the  goat,  Daniel  yiiL, 
are  interpreted  as  symbpli^ng  the  dynasUes  or  organized 
bod^  of  rulers  with  a  monarch  at  their  head,  of  Media  and 
(Greece,  aad  their  acts,  effeqta,  and  catastrophes,  as  represent- 
ing analogous  acts,  effects,  and  catastrophes  of  the  dynasties 
©f  which  they  were  the  symbols.  And  a  similar  oonstruption 
ia  given  of  every  other  symbolic  agent  that  is  interpreted  by 
the  revealing  Spirit;  and  as  it  is  in  accordance  with  the 
nature  of  the  representatives,  as  it  is  demanded  by  analogy, 
as  any  other  construction  would  be  against  nature,  incon* 
gruous,  and  make  the  relation  of  the  symbol  to  that  which 
it  represents,  uncertain  and  reasonless,  and  deprive  interpre- 
tatLDU  of  all  specific  rule,  it  must  be  taken  as  indicating  a 
fimdamental  principle  of  symbolisation,  and  reves^ling  a 
positive  and  invariable  law.  To  suppose  that  there  is  nothing 
in  the  nature  and  relation  of  an  agent  that  makes  it  a  4t 
joqHesentative  alone  of  agents ;  to  assume  that  the  agent  may 
as  well  represent  an  act,  an  effect,  or  a  condition ;  and  that 
either  of  the  latter  may  as  well  be  taken  as  the  thing  denoted 
by  the  symbol,  as  the  former,  is  absurd,  and  would  render  the 
meaning  of  the  symbol  indeterminable ;  as  no  one  eould  then 
tell  whether  that. which  the  symbol  denoted  was  a  body  of 
Gonsoious  intelligent  agents,  a  set  of  actions  exerted  by  such 
agents,  a  class  of  efiEects  produced  by  them  in  a  d^ercQt 
species  of  existences,  or  a  mere  set  of  conditions  of  depend- 
ence, subordination,  exposure  to  good  ox  evil  influences,  or 
some  other  kind  of  effect  emanating  from  the  symbol. 

Bui  the  Divine  Spirit,  in  giving  the  interpretations  whieh 
,e8tablish  this  great  law,  makes  a  farther  revelation  that  is 
of  almost  equal  importanoe  as,  a  guide  to  interpretation,  in 
showing,  &T$t^  that  the  symbol,  and  that  which  it  symbolizes, 
arein  such  cases  of  different  spheres ;  and  next,  in  indicating 
wha^  sphere  in  the  world  of  men,  is  the  correlate  of  the 
q)here  of  the  uniptelligent  world  from  which  those  inter- 
.preted  symbols  are  taken.  In  these  instances  the  unintelli- 
^nt  nalttral  world  is  taken  as  answering  in  symboli^^tipn 
t6  the  world  of  ni^n  in  their  social  and  political  organiza- 
tions, or  existing  as  communities  and  nations.  As  powerful 
Md  ferocious  beasts  that  prey  on  creatures  of  inferior 
fSgeug^hj  are  employed  aa  repr^eentatives  of  ppwerlul. 
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bloody,  and  destroying  rulers  in  the  world  of  men,  the  natu- 
ral, unintelligent  world  from  which  the  symbols  are  drawn, 
is  taken  as  answering  to  the  world  of  men  which  they  are 
employed  to  symbolize.  These  two  great  spheres,  therefore, 
are,  in  this  species  of  prophecy,  the  counterparts  of  each 
other;  and,  consequently,  when  a  sjmbol  is  taken  from  the 
one,  it  is  from  that  consideration  certain  that  it  is  the  repre- 
sentative of  an  analogous  agent,  act,  or  event,  in  the  other. 

This  is  confirmed,  accordingly,  by  the  fact  that  all  the 
symbols  taken  from  the  sphere  of  unintelligent  nature  that 
are  interpreted  by  the  Spirit,  are  interpreted  as  the  symbols 
of  men  in  their  relations  as  rulers  or  subjects.  Thus  the 
great  tree  of  Dan.  iv.  is  interpreted  as  symbolizing  Nebu- 
chadnezzar, the  monarch  of  Babylon ;  the  two  olive  trees 
(Zech.  iv.  11-14),  as  standing  for  anointed  ones  or  priests ; 
the  waters  (Rev.  xvii.  15),  as  denoting  peoples,  and  multi- 
tudes, and  nations ;  the  hosts,  i.  e.  the  orbs  of  heaven 
(Dan.  viii.),  as  symbols  of  God*s  people ;  the  sun,  moon, 
and  stars  (Genesis  xxxvii.)  as  representatives  of  Joseph's 
father,  mother,  and  brothers;  mountains  are  exhibited 
(Rev.  xvii.  9,  10)  as  symbols  of  dynasties,  or  combina- 
tions of  rulers ;  and  the  whole  earth  (Rev.  xiii.  8,  xix.  2) 
as  the  symbol  of  its  human .  population.  These  symbols, 
taken  from  the  principal  departments  of  nature — the  earth, 
the  mountains,  the  waters,  trees,  animals,  and  the  heavenly 
orbs,  are  thus  explained  as  representatives  of  men.  They 
show,  accordingly,  that  the  sphere  of  unintelligent  nature 
answers  in  symbolization  to  the  sphere  of  the  intelligent 
world  of  men,  and  establish  it,  therefore,  as  a  law,  that 
when  an  uninterpreted  symbol  is  taken  from  the  one  sphere, 
it  is,  from  that  consideration,  to  be  held  that  that  which  it 
symbolizes  is  of  the  correlative  sphere  of  men.  This  is  a 
principle,  then,  of  the  utmost  moment,  and  serves  as  a 
key  to  a  large  body  of  the  most  important  uninterpreted 
symbols.  Thus,  it  shows  that  the  seas,  out  of  which  the 
wild  beasts  of  Daniel's  vision,  and  the  ten-homed  beast  of 
the  Apocalypse,  emerged,  are  symbols  of  the  peoples,  multi- 
tudes, and  tongues,  that  became  the  subjects  over  which  the 
dynasties  those  beasts  represent  reigned.  It  shows  that  the 
sea,  and  the  rivers  and  fountains  into  which  the  second  and 
third  vials  were  dashed,  and  the  Euphrates,  on  which  the 
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sixth  was  poured,  are  symbols  of  communities,  multitudes, 
and  nations  of  men. 

It  shows  that,  where  one  department  of  nature  is  exhi- 
bited as  exerting  a  £ttal  agency  on  another  department,  it 
indicates  that  one  organized  body  or  nation  of  men  are  to 
exert  a  corresponding  agency  of  injury  and  destruction  on 
another  division  or  nation.  The  bloody  and  fiery  tempest, 
therefore,  under  the  first  trumpet,  by  which  all  the  grass 
and  one-third  of  the  trees  were  destroyed,  denotes  that  an  in- 
vading warlike  host  was  to  overrun  and  ravage  the  Eoman 
western  empire,  and  waste  it  with  carnage  and  devastation. 
The  precipitation  of  a  burning  mountain  into  the  sea,  and 
destruction  of  a  third  of  the  ships  and  the  fish,  under  the 
second  trumpet,  represents  the  incursion  into  the  empire  6f 
a  resistless  body  of  conquerors,  who  should  inflict  a  resem- 
bUng  destruction  on  the  inhabitants  and  their  property. 
The  infusion  of  a  deadly  bitterness  into  the  streams  and 
fountains,  under  the  third  trumpet,  symbolizes  the  infiision 
of  a  temper  or  spirit  into  the  nations  whom  they  represent, 
by  which  they  should  prove  destructive  to  the  nations  that 
should  attempt  to  conquer  them.  The  smiting  of  the  sun, 
moon,  and  stars,  under  the  fourth  trumpet,  by  which  they 
became  in  part  dark,  signifies  that  a  fatal  blow  was  to  be 
inflicted  on  the  rulers  of  the  empire,  by  which  a  part  of 
them  were  to  be  divested  of  their  political  power,  and  cease 
to  act  in  their  office  as  rulers.  The  earthquake  under  the 
seventh  vial  symbolizes  a  great  political  convulsion  of  the 
nations  inhabiting  the  portion  of  the  earth  which  was  the 
subject  of  the  earthquake;  and  the  earthquake  under  the 
sixth  seal,  the  darkening  of  the  sun  and  moon,  the  fall  of 
the  stars,  the  passing  away  of  the  heavens,  and  the  removal 
of  the  mountains  and  islands,  indicates  a  general  convulsion 
of  the  nations,  the  overthrow  of  their  governments,  and  the 
breaking  up  of  their  political  organizations  throughout  the 
world;  and  so  of  other  similar  symbols  under  the  vials. 
This  principle  is  thus  as  indubitable,  and  presents  as  certain 
and  imperative  a  rule  of  interpretatiouj  as  the  great  law  that 
i^nts  symbolize  agents,  acts  represent  acts,  and  eflfeots . 
stand  for  effects. 

We  have,  then,  three  great  characteristics  established  by 
these  interpretations.    1st,  That  the  symbol  and  that  which 
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it  representfl,  are  the  counterpart  of  eacSn  otker,  or  hare 
a  general  correspondence  in  office,  agency,  and  effects : 
agents  standing  for  agents,  acts  for  acts,  efibcts  ibr  effects, 
and  conditions  for  conditions.  2d.  That  symbols  taken 
from  certain  ^heres  have  their  counterpart  in  agents  or 
objects  of  a  different  sphere.  Sd.  That  when  an  uninter- 
preted symbol  is  taken  from  a  class  that  has  its  correlatiye 
in  a  different  sphere,  that  &ct  is  a  proof  that  that  which  it 
represents  belongs  to  that  correlative  sphere,  not  to  its  own. 
These  characteristios  or  laws  will  be  found  to  hold  equally 
of  several  other  orders  of  symbols. 

Though  a  large  share  of  the  symbols  are  take^  from  the 
unintelligent  world,  there  are  many  that  are  drawn  from 
Other  realms  of  existence.  Of  these,  a  very  important  class 
are  men  themsdves  of  the  very  ranks — rulers,  warrior^  c^ 
pressors,  and  slaughterers, — whom  the  preceding  orders  taken 
from  the  material  and  animal  world,  are  employed  to  sym- 
bolize. Thus,  the  symbols  of  the  first^  second,  third,  and 
fourth  seals,  are  warriors,  bloody  usurpers,  oppressors,  and 
slaughterers ;  the  heads  of  armies,  ^nd  oi^anized  bodies  of 
rulers  who  employ  themselves  in  conquests,  insurrections, 
and  attempts  by  violence  and  bloodshed  to  seize  sr^preme 
power ;  oppressors,  and  cruel,  savage,  and  wanton  destroyers 
of  their  fedlow-men.  As  these  are  agents,  and  exert  acts 
and  prodi^ce  effects  of  a  momentous  character,  those  whom 
they  represent  are  also  agents,  and  agents  who  exert  acts 
and  produce  effects  of  equal  moment  in  the  sphere  to  whiidi 
they  belong.  What,  then,  is  that  sphere  ?  Are  the  agents 
and  acts  symbolized  of  the  ssune  order  as  the  symbols  them- 
selves are,  or  are  they  of  a  different  class  7  Though  no 
interpretations  are  given  of  them,  as  there  are  of  the  beasts 
of  Daniers  visions,  there  ^^  ample  evidences  that  the 
agents  and  acts  which  they  represent  are  of  f^  different 
sphere  from  themselves. 

This  is  indicated,  first,  by  the  £Eict  that  there  is  an  order 
'Of  men  of  a  different  sphere  from  that  of  miliary  conquer^ 
o£S^  oppressors,  and  slaughterers,  who  present  an  obvious 
«ad  striking  parallel  to  them  in  their  office,  and  their  agency 
on  others,  and  whom,  therefore,  they  naturally  and  properly 
symbolize.  Such  are  the  ministers  of  the  Christian  chu^rch. 
The  church  is  a  different  organized  body  or  commnniliy 
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from  the  civil  or  political  community.  Its  jninisters  are 
rulers  over  it,  and  exert  influences  on  it  and  on  others, 
analogous  to  those  which  successful  warriors,  conspirators 
against  the  established  government,  aspirants  after  supreme 
power,  oppressors,  and  wanton  and  merciless  destroyers 
exert  on  their  subjects  and  fellow-men.  Faithful  ministers 
win  souls  to  Christ,  and  extend  the  limits  of  his  kingdom  over 
nations  and  tribes  that  had  been  aliens  from  him.  Ambi- 
tious ministers  disturb  the  church  by  dissensions  and  unwar- 
rantable assumptions  of  power.  Perverters  of  religion  lead 
their  people  to  felse  notions  of  the  nature  of  piety,  and 
starve  them  by  withholding  from  them  the  truth,  and  point- 
ing them  to  frjse  methods  of  attaining  sanctification  and 
peaoe.  Apostate  teachers  substitute  a  false  and  destructive 
reli^on  in  place  of  the  true,  and  destroy  the  souls  of  their 
hearers  by  prompting  them  to  superstition,  idolatry,  and 
the  homage  of  imaginary  mediators  and  saviours.  They  fill 
an  office,  therefore,  that  in  their  sphere  answers  to  that  of 
warriors,  like  the  symbols  in  theirs;  and  they  exert  a 
deadly  influence  on  the  souls  of  men,  that  resembles  the 
destructive  agency  of  the  symbols  on  their  bodies.  The  fact 
acc<H^ingly,  that  there  is  a  sphere  that  presents  the  requi- 
site correlation  to  that  of  the  symbols,  is  a  proof  that  the 
agents  and  acta  symbolized,  belong  to  that  correlative  sphere. 
Otherwise,  there  could  be  no  certainty  from  the  principle  of 
symbolization,  that  the  agent  and  event  symbolised,  belonged 
to  a  different  realm  from  its  own.  If  a  symbol  may,  in 
identically  the  same  instance,  represent  an  agent  precisely 
like  itself  as  well  as  an  agent  of  another  and  analogous 
^ere,  then  there  can  be  no  criterion  by  which  it  can  be 
baown  whether  the  representative  agent  is  used  on  the 
prinoiple  of  analogy,  or  the  principle  of  exact  likeness.  The 
Iftct  that  there  is  a  sphere  that  presents  the  requisite  corre^ 
lation  to  that  from  which  the  symbol  is  drawn,  must  be 
taken  as  itself  a  conclusive  proof,  therefore,  that  the  agents 
and  events  represented  belong  to  that  correlated  sphere. 

It  is  indicated,  next,  by  the  fact  thi^t  the  symbol  of  the 
jTourth  seal,  death  riding  a  pale  horse,  killing  with  the 
4Word,  f|9imine,  pestilence,  and  wild  beasts,  and  followed 
by  the  grave,  is  not  taken  from  the  sphere  of  pature,  but  is 
a  monster — a  mere  v)3ionary  existence,  and  cannot,  there- 
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fore,  be  used  as  a  representative  of  agents  of  its  own  kind. 
It  must,  of  necessity,  like  the  seven-headed  beast,  the  winged 
leopard  and  winged  lion,  the  locusts,  and  other  monster  sym- 
bols, be  used  as  the  representative  of  an  order  of  agents 
diflfering  from  itself,  and  real  men  acting  in  a  natural 
sphere,  and  producing  effects  that  resemble  those  of  the 
symbol  in  destructiveness ;  and  such  are  apostate  ministers 
of  the  church,  who  destroy  the  souls  of  men,  and  plunge 
them  into  the  abyss  of  the  second  death  by  false  teaching, 
oppression,  and  tyranny. 

It  is  indicated,  thirdly,  by  the  fact  that  the  ministers  of 
the  apostate  church  are  exhibited  in  other  parts  of  the 
prophecy  as  the  corrupters  of  men,  and  as  involving  all 
whom  she  entices  to  her  service,  in  eternal  destruction. 
Thus,  she  is  denominated  the  great  harlot  that  corrupted 
the  earth  with  her  fornication,  that  caused  all  the  nations 
to  drink  of  her  infuriating  wine,  and  that  seduced  the  kings 
of  the  earth ;  and  all  that  drank  her  wine  are  represented  as 
consigned  to  the  tortures  of  the  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone 
(Rev.  xix.  2,  xviiL  3,  and  xiv.  8-11).  That  Babylon  is  ihe 
symbol  of  human  agents,  is  shown  by  the  feet  that  a  woman 
is  repeatedly  used  as  the  symbol  that  bears  that  name,  as 
well  as  the  city  on  the  Euphrates,  of  which  it  is  the  proper 
denominative.  And  that  it  is  the  symbol  of  the  ministers 
of  the  apostate  church,  is  shown  by  the  acts  which  she 
exerts — ruling,  seducing,  giving  intoxicating  and  madden- 
ing wine  to  the  nations,  and  causing  that  as  many  as  would 
not  worship  the  image  of  the  beast — that  is,  as  would  not 
yield  her  the  homage  which  she  demands  (Rev.  xiii.  15-17) 
— should  be  put  to  death.  The  first  of  these,  which  are 
symbolic  acts,  on  the  principle  of  analogy,  are  representative 
of  precisely  the  agency  the  apostate  Roman  church  has 
exerted  towards  the  n&tions  and  monarchs;  and  the  last, 
whidh  is  used  on  the  principle  of  likeness,  is  exactly  the 
agency  she  has  literally  exercised  towards  those  who  have 
refused  obedience  to  her  imperious  will.  As  the  ministers 
of  a  part  of  the  church  have  thus  pursued  the  identical 
<jourse  which  corresponds  to  the  symbolic  acts  of  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth  of  these  symbols,  it  must  be  held  to  be  cer- 
tain that  they  are  the  agents  whom  the  symbols  represent. 

And  finally,  it  is  indicated  by  the  &ct  that  the  souls  that 
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appeared  under  the  fifth  seal,  were  the  souls  of  those  who 
had  been  martyred  for  the  word  of  God  and  for  the  testi- 
mony of  Jesus,  The  agents  that  put  them  to  death  were  the 
destroyers,  doubtless,  symbolized  under  the  preceding  seals ; 
no  others  had  been  mentioned.  The  destructive  agents, 
therefore,  represented  under  those  seals,  are  the  ministers  of 
the  church ;  for  the  ministers  of  the  church  have  been  the 
prompters  and  chief  agents  in  all  the  persecutions  of  the 
true  worshippers,  from  the  days  of  Constantine  to  the  pre- 
sent time.  The  civil  rulers  have  been  the  mere  instruments 
and  executors  of  the  will  of  the  persecuting  ecclesiastics. 

We  have  the  most  ample  certainty,  then,  from  these  con- 
siderations, that  the  counterpart  in  the  prophecy,  of  the 
military,  is  the  Christian  world,  and  that  the  conquerors, 
slaughterers,  oppressors,  and  destroyers  of  these  seals,  taken 
from  the  one,  are  symbols  of  the  teachers  and  rulers  of  the 
church  who  hold  analogous  stations,  are  animated  by  a 
resembling  spirit  of  ambition,  tyranny,  and  malevolence, 
and  exert  a  deadly  agency  on  the  souls  of  men,  that  is 
parallel  to  that  destruction  which  the  symbols  inflicted  on 
their  bodies.  These  symbols  are  employed,  therefore,  on 
the  same  principles,  "and  are  to  be  interpreted  by  the  same 
laws,  as  those  that  are  taken  from  the  unintelligent  world. 
And  all  other  symbols  taken  from  the  same  sphere,  must  be 
regarded  as  used  in  the  same  relation. 

Another  important  class  of  symbols  consists  of  artificial 
objects,  such  as  an  image,  cities,  a  temple,  candlesticks,  a 
sword,  fine  linen,  white  robes — fabrics  that  are  formed  by 
human  or  divine  agency,  by  the  union  and  arrangement  of 
the  materials  of  which  they  are  built,  in  modes  in  which 
they  did  not  originally  exist.  What,  now,  is  the  sphere  to 
which  we  are  to  look  for  the  counterparts  of  these  symbols  ? 
Do  they  represent  things  of  the  same  classes  as  themselves, 
or  of  a  diffi  rent  order  ?  We  answer :  They  are  not  all  used 
in  the  same  relation.  Some  of  them  are  symbols  of  men  of 
an  analogous  character,  and  united  in  resembling  artificial 
organizations ;  others  are  symbols  of  something  that  belongs 
to  men  as  an  instrument  or  characteristic,  while  in  a  single 
instance  a  city  and  the  temple  are  used  in  a  still  different 
relation.  Thus,  the  great  image  of  four  metals  (Dan.  ii.)  is 
the  symbol^  it  is  shown  by  the  interpretation  given  of  it  in 
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the  prophecy,  of  the  series  of  monarchs  and  subordinate 
rulers  of  the  four  great  empires  of  Babylon,  Media  and 
Persia,  Greece,  and  Rome ;  and  there  is  an  analogy  between 
such  an  image  considered  as  a  deity  exercising  a  decisive 
sway  over  the  world,  and  that  series  of  conquering  and  des* 
potic  rulers  who  have  governed  the  principal  nations  of  the 
world  with  resistless  power  through  a  long  tract  of  centuries. 
Babylon,  on  the  Euphrates,  a  material  city  of  commerce, 
wealth,  luxury,  and  pleasure,  and  the  capital  of  a  great 
empire,  is  the  symbol  of  the  hierarchies  of  the  apostate 
church  who  are  to  the  populations  over  whom  they  rule, 
what  that  material  city  was  to  the  population  that  inhabited 
and  frequented  it.  That  Babylon  is  the  symbol  of  human 
beings,  and  of  a  hierarchy  of  the  church,  is  shown,  as 
already  stated,  by  the  fact  that  a  dissolute  woman  is  used  to 
represent  identically  the  same  combination  of  ecclesiastics, 
and  is  exhibited  as  stained  with  the  blood  of  prophets  and 
saints  (chap,  xviii.  24),  and  as  causing  all  to  be  put  to  death 
who  refused  to  pay  her  the  religious  homage  which  she  claims. 
The  new  Jerusalem  descending  from  heaven,  built  of 
precious  stones,  paved  with  gold,  watered  with  a  river  flow- 
ing from  the  throne  of  God,  with  trees  of  life  set  on  its 
banks,  and  lighted  by  the  glory  of  God  and  the  Lamb,  is 
the  symbol,  it  is  expressly  shown  by  the  interpreting  angel, 
of  the  Lamb's  wife,  the  risen  and  glorified  saints  in  their 
organization  as  priests  unto  God,  and  kings,  who  are  to 
reign  with  Christ  on  the  earthy  and  judge  and  rule  the 
nations.  And  there  is  a  beautiful  analogy  between:  such  a 
glorious  structure  descending  from  heaven,  the  scene  (^ 
God's  visible  manifestation  of  himself,  the  residence  of  holy 
and  happy  beings  redeemed  from  the  dominion  and  corse 
of  sin,  and  givenl  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  immortal  life ;  and  the 
glorified  saints  in  their  relations  as  rulers  and  priests  to  the 
sanctified  and  happy  nations  who  are  to  live  beneath  their 
benignant  rule.  Candlesticks  or  lampstands  that  support  a 
candle  or  lamp,  are  expressly  interpreted,  also,  as  symbols 
of  churches  that  sustain  a  minister  of  the  gospel  in  his 
office  as  teacher;  and  there  is  an  obvious  and  beautiful 
analogy  between  a  lampstand  upholding  a  lamp  in  an  apart- 
ment, in  which  a  family  or  congregation  are  assembled,  in  a 
proper  position  for  the  diffusion  of  the  light  throughout  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1864]  a/nd  ihevr  BesUUs  in  Interpretation.  191 

Beene^  that  all  Td&f  enjoj  its  aSid,  and  a  congregation  of 
Cbristian  belieyers  uniting  in  the  support  of  a  faitliful 
teaoher  of  the  sacred  w^rd  in  his  ofGu^e,  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  enable  him  advatktageouslj  to  discharge  its  duties. 

The  city  Jerusalein,  however,  instead  of  being  used  as  a 
symbol  of  a  combination  of  iitien,  is  taken  as  the  scene  of  a 
civil  government  and  a  large  population,  where  the  temple 
was  stationed,  and  employed  as  a  representative  of  the 
analogous  places  in  the  empires  or  dominions  of  Christen- 
dom in  which  the  Christian  church  exists :  while  the  temple 
itself  situated  in  Jerusalem,  under  that  civil  polity,  in  which 
the  worship  of  God  was  offered,  is  used  as  the  symbol  of 
the  structures  in  the  Gentile  nations,  in  which  Christian 
worshippers  assemble  to  offer  homage;  and  it  is  in  each 
instance  the  most  natural  relation  for  the  use  of  the  symbol. 
There  is  an  obvious  analogy  between  Jerusalem  as  the 
scene  of  a  civil  government  under  whose  jurisdiction  the 
worshippers  at  the  temple  lived;  and  the  great  capitals  and 
other  centres  of  population  in  the  Gentile  empires,  where 
the  Christian  worshippers  who  assemble  in  their  religious 
edifices  for  ihe  homage  of  God,  live.  In  like  manner  the  tem- 
ple at  Jerusalem  was,  as  a  structure,  to  Hebrew  worshippers, 
what  the  religious  edifices  of  the  Christian  church  are  to 
those  who  worship  in  them.  And  each  presents  to  the 
correlative  it  is  thus  used  to  represent,  a  more  striking  cor- 
respondence than  to  anything  else. 

But  it  will,  perhaps,  be  asked,  if  Babylon  is  used  as  a 
symbol  of  men  united  in  a  compact  organization,  and  if  the 
nefw  Jerusalem  is  employed  as  the  representative  of  men 
also  raised  from  the  dead,  and  organi25ed  as  a  body  of  kings 
and  priests ;  why  are  not  the  old  Jerusalem  and  its  mate- 
rial temple  employed  also  as  symbols  of  men  in  some  cor- 
responding organization  ?  If  the  former  symbolize  men  as 
agents,  why  does  not  that  fact  make  it  necessary  to  regard 
the  latter  also  as  representatives  of  agents  7  The  answer  is, . 
These  embolic  cities,  not  being  themselves  agents,  need  not 
of  necessity  symbolize  agents.  Were  they  agents,  like  the 
beasts  of  Daniel's  vision,  the  fiery  tempest,  the  volcanic  moun- 
tain, the  falling  star  of  the  trumpets,  and  the  horsemen  of 
the  seals  of  the  Apocalypse,  they  then  would,  by  the  first  great 
law  of  analogy,  have  been  used  as  representatives  of  agents. 
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But  as  they  are  not  agents^  but  are  material  and  fixed  struc- 
tures  formed  bj  art,  they  must  be  used  on  the  ground  of  a  dif- 
ferent analogy,  and  may  denote  men  who  are  agents,  or  places 
and  structures  in  other  scenes  to  which  they  present  an 
obvious  resemblance.  The  literal  Jerusalem,  and  the  temple 
there,  are  used  on  the  ground  of  analogy,  as  clearly  as  Baby- 
lon and  the  new  Jerusalem  are ;  and  the  reason  that  they 
are  employed  as  the  symbols,  the  one  of  places  and  the  other 
of  religious  structures,  is  that  they  bear  an  obvious  and 
striking  analogy  to  them. 

The  sword  proceeding  from  Christ's  mouth  is  a  symbol  of 
the  dissolving  breath,  2  Thess.  iL  8,  with  which  he  is  to 
destroy  the  man  of  sin,  and  the  armies  of  the  kings  at  Arma- 
geddon, Rev.  xix.  21, — an  instrument  of  death  of  one  kind, 
being  employed  as  the  symbol  of  another. 

Fine  linen  pure  and  white,  enrobing  the  body,  is  used  on 
the  ground  of  analogy,  as  a  symbol  of  the  soul's  legal  purity 
and  justification  with  God. 

Symbols  of  this  class  then,  though  not  themselves  agents, 
and  not  subject,  therefore,  to  the  first  great  law  that  agents 
represent  agents,  are  yet  used  on  the  ground  of  analogy,  and 
are  to  be  interpreted  by  the  law  that  the  symbol  is  of  a  dif- 
ferent sphere  from  that  which  it  symbolizes ;  and  that  that 
which  is  symbolized  is  in  the  sphere  to  which  it  belongs, 
what  the  symbol  that  represents  it  is  in  the  sphere  to  which 
that  belongs. 

Another  important  class  of  symbols  are  the  inhabitants  of 
the  angelic  world,  who  are  exhibited  as  descending  to  the 
atmosphere  of  the  earth,  and  exerting  actions  appropriate  to 
their  nature.  Thus,  Bev.  xii.  7 — 12,  Michael  and  his  angels 
are  exhibited  as  warring  in  the  atmosphere  with  the  devil 
and  his  angels,  and  as  driving  the  latter  out  of  the  sky,  and 
casting  them  to  the  earth.  And  they  are  employed  as  sym- 
bols of  analogous  classes  of  men ;  the  former  of  the  faithful 
ministers  of  the  Christian  religion  in  their  contest  with 
the  ministers  of  the  pagan  religion,  whom  Satan  and  his 
legions  represent.  That  they  denote  men,  and  the  good 
angels  the  ministers  and  confessors  of  the  Christian  church, 
is  seen  from  the  song  of  exultation  that  followed  their  tri- 
umph over  the  devil  and  his  angels.  A  voice  was  heard 
fix)m  heaven,  that  is  from  the  victorious  angels  under  Mi- 
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chael,  saying,  "  now  is  our  salvation  and  the  kingdom  of  our 
Gx>d,  and  the  power  of  his  Messiah ;  for  the  accuser  of  our 
brethren  is  cast  down,  which  accused  them  before  God  day 
and  night ;  and  they  overcame  him  hy  the  blood  of  the  Lamb, 
and  by  the  ivord  of  their  testimony ;  and  they  loved  not  their 
lives  unto  deathP    Michael  and  his  angels,  therefore,  repre- 
sented the  teachers,  confessors,  and  martyrs  of  the  Christian 
church;  and  Satan  and  his  angels  represented  the  corres- 
ponding teachers  and  active  supporters  of  the  antagonistic 
Pagan  religion.    And  they  present  a  striking  analogy  to  the 
classes  which  they  symbolize.    Good  angels  are  to  evil  angels 
contending  for  the  possession  of  the  atmosphere  of  our  world, 
what  the  teachers  and  confessors  of  the  Christian  religion 
were  to  the  priests  and  leaders  of  the  Pagan  religion,  who 
opposed  and  persecuted  them  in  their  struggle  for  supremacy 
in  the  Roman  empire.    Both  were  agents,  and  represented 
agents.    The  good  angels  used  means  to  conquer  Satan  and 
his  party,  that  were  suited  to  their  office  and  the  end  at  which 
they  aimed.    The  means  also  used  by  the  Christian  party  on 
earth,  whom  they  symbolized,  were  suited  to  their  office  and 
profession.    The  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  the  word  of  the 
testimony  they  were  commissioned  to  utter,  and  the  effects 
of  their  victory,  were  appropriate  to  their  office  and  agency — 
salvation  and  strength,  and  the  supremacy  of  the  Christian 
population.    The  struggle  and  fall  of  the  devil  and  his  party, 
and  their  rage  at  their  defeat,  answered  also  to  the  struggle, 
the  defeat,  and  the  chagrin  and  rage  of  the  Pagan  party, 
whom  they  represented.    In  this  instance,  then,  all  the  great 
laws  we  have  stated  are  exemplified.    The  symbols  are 
agents,  and  represent  agents.    They  are  used  on  the  principle 
of  analogy,  and  are  of  a  different  order  and  sphere,  therefore, 
from  the  agents  whom  they  represent ;  and  the  acts  of  the 
symbols  and  effects  they  pioduced,  denote  corresponding  acts 
of  those  whom  they  represent,  and  effects  to  which  they  gave 
birth. 

This  then  must  be  taken  as  the  law  of  symbols  of  this 
class,  when  the  agency  ascribed  to  them  is  such  that  it  may 
have  a  counterpart  in  the  actions  of  men.  And  such  is  the 
angel,  Rev.  x.  1-8,  descending  fix>m  heaven,  crying  with  a 
loud  voice,  and  lifting  his  hand  to  heaven,  and  swearing 
that  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  Christ's  kingdom  had 
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not  yet  come,  but  that  the  mystCTy  should  be  finished  in  the 
days  of  the  seventh  trumpet ;  for  he  obviously  addressed  his 
cry  and  his  oath  to  men,  and  in  the  latter,  interpreted  the 
revelation  made  in  the  prophecy  respecting  the  time  of 
Christ's  kingdom  to  which  the  voices  of  the  seven  thunders 
in  answer  to  his  cry  had  referred ;  and  his  acts  are  acts  that 
are  appropriate  to  men.  As  then  he  undoubtedly  addressed 
men,  for  there  are  no  other  intelligences  in  our  world  whom  he 
can  be  supposed  to  have  addressed ;  and  as  no  such  literal 
angel  has  descended  from  heaven,  and  uttered  such  a  cry 
and  oath  to  the  nations,  he  must  of  necessity  be  held  to  be 
the  symbol  of  men ;  and  men  who  are  in  their  sphere  what 
he  was  in  his.  As  his  message  was  addressed  to  men,  so 
were  theirs.  As  his  utterances  produced  great  commotion 
and  excited  a  thunder  response  from  the  nations  whom  he 
addressed,  so  must  theirs.  As  that  response  led  him  to  indi- 
cate that  the  period  of  the  great  events  they  anticipated  was 
not  to  come  till  the  time  of  the  seventh  trumpet,  so  must  they 
have  made  a  similar  proclamation.  And  as  he  gave  the  little 
book  held  in  his  hand,  to  the  prophet,  so  must  they  have 
given  a  volume  also  to  those  whom  they  addressed ;  and  this 
had  its  fulfilment  in  the  agency  of  the  Beformers  in  the  sik- 
teenth  century  in  addressing  the  nations,  and  the  excitement 
their  teachings  produced;  in  the  controversies  that  rose 
respecting  the  time  of  the  overthrow  of  antichrist  and  the 
establishment  of  Ohrist's  kingdom  on  the  earth ;  and  in  the 
translation  and  free  circulation,  by  them,  of  the  Scriptures. 
The  exact  correspondence,  in  all  its  features,  of  the  part 
they  acted  and  the  effects  they  produced,  to  the  agency  of 
the  angel,  and  the  effects  to  wh^h  he  gaVe  birth,  presents 
the  most  abundant  certainty  that  they  are  the  agents  whom 
he  represents. 

Li  like  manner  the  angels,  chap,  xiv.,  who  fiy  through 
mid'heaven  and  make  announcements,  must  be  taken  as 
symbols  of  men.  First,  because  their  messages  were 
plainly  to  be  addressed  to  men.  Why  did  they  descend  to 
the  atmosphere^  and  fiy  through  it  while  making  their 
announcements,  if  they  were  not  addressed  to  men  ?  If 
designed  for  other  orders  of  beings,  why  w^e  they  not 
uttered  in  the  w(»rlds  in  which  those  beings  reside?  Th^re 
are  no  olher  intelligences  in  oar  world  to  whom  they  caube 
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gupposed  to  be  addressed.  But  their  messages  themselves  show 
that  they  are  to  be  addressed  to  men.  The  first  has  *^  the 
everlasting  gospel  to  preach  unto  them  that  dwell  on  the  earthy 
and  to  every  nation,  and  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people ;" 
and  he  exhorts  them  "  to  fear  Gt)d  and  give  glory  to  him, 
for  the  hour  of  his  judgment  has  come ;  and  to  worship  him 
that  made  heaven,  and  earth,  and  the  sea,  and  the  fountains 
of  waters."  The  second  also  is,  undoubtedly,  to  be  addressed 
to  men,  ajs  his  announcement  is,  "  Babylon  is  fellen,  is  fallen, 
that  great  city,  because  she  made  all  nations  drink  of  the 
wine  of  the  wrath  of  her  fornication."  And  the  third,  also, 
is  certainly  to  be  addressed  to  them :  '*  K  any  man  worship 
the  beast  and  his  image,  and  receive  his  mark  in  his  forehead 
or  in  his  hand,  the  same  shall  drink  of  the  wine  of  the  wrath 
of  God  which  is  poured  out  without  mixture  into  the  cup  of 
his  indignation."  And  it  is  added,  "Here  is  the  patience  of 
the  saints,  here  are  they  that  keep  the  commandments  of 
God  and  the  fisdth  of  Jesus."  As  they  all  three  address  their 
announcements  to  men,  and  as  angels  perform  no  such  office 
towards  men  under  the  present  dispensation,  it  is  certain  that 
they  symbolize  men,  who  are  to  acta  part  in  the  church  that 
is  to  correspond  in  conspicuity  and  significance  to  theirs,  in 
proclaiming  the  gospel  and  the  arrival  of  the  hour  of  God's 
judgment,  the  fall  of  Babylon,  and  the  doom  that  awaits 
those  who  continue  tjie  worship  of  the  bea^  or  its  image. 

The  angel  descending  from  heaven,  chap,  xviii.,  is  pro- 
bably the  same  as  that,  chap.  xiv.  8,  announcing  the  fall  of 
Babylon. 

The  four  angels  at  the  tow:  comers  of  the  earth  holding 
the  winds,  and  the  an^el  ascending  fifom  the  sun-rising 
having  the  seal  of  G<>d,  chap.  vii.  1-8,  are  symbols  also  of 
men.  This  is  seen,  uot  only  from  the  consideration  that 
angels  do  not  interpose  visibly  to  control  the  winds,  or  for 
other  purposes  under  the  present  dispensation,  but  from  the 
feet  that  *he  office  of  the  angel  from  the  sun-rising  directly 
respects  men.  He  is  to  seal  the  servants  of  God  on  their 
fcHreheads.  H!e  unquestionably  then  represents  a  body  of 
men  who  are  to  perform  the  work  that  sealing  denotes.  The 
angels  of  the  winds,  therefore,  whom  he  addresses,  and  who 
are  to  postpone  their  work  of  rousing  the  tempests  that  are 
to  spread  ctevastation  over  the  laud  and  the  sea,  till  he  has 
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aooomplished  the  sealing  of  God's  seryants,  also  symbolize 
men,  who  are  to  arouse  the  political  toraado  which  the  tem- 
pest blasts  of  the  atmosphere  represent. 

All  these  are  thus  clearly  used  on  the  principle  of  ana- 
logy ;  the  symbol  being  of  a  different  sphere  from  that  which 
it  symbolizes,  agents  denoting  agents,  and  the  acts  and 
effects  of  the  one  corresponding  to  the  acts  and  effecte  of  the 
other. 

All  the  classes  of  symbols  we  have  thus  far  considered, 
are  used  on  the  principle  of  analogy,  the  agents  and  things 
represented  being  of  different  spheres  from  the  symbols  by 
which  they  are  represented.  There  are  several  classes,  how- 
ever, and  many  individual  symbols  that  are  employed,  not 
on  the  principle  of  analogy,  as  representatives  of  \l  different 
order  of  agents  or  things,  but  as  representatives  of  them- 
selves, or  agents  and  things  of  their  own  kind. 

Of  these,  the  first  and  most  important  are,  the  Divine  Per- 
sons who  appear  in  the  vision, — the  Father  and  the  Son ;  as 
in  Daniel's  vision  of  the  judgment  of  the  beast  and  the 
coming  of  the  Son  of  Man  in  the  clouds ;  and  John's  vision, 
Rev.  iv.  &  v.,  of  the  Father  enthroned  and  receiving  the  ado- 
ration of  the  living  creatures  and  elders ;  and  of  the  Lamb 
taking  th«  book  from  the  hand  of  the  Father,  and  receiving 
the  homage  oC  the  living  creatures,  elders,  and  angels ;  and  in 
several  other  vujions.  That  they  cannot  have  appeared  as 
symbols  of  other  oHevs  of  beings,  is  certain  from  the  con- 
sideration that  there  are  xxp  creatures  who  bear  to  them  such 
an  analogy  of  nature,  st^n,  prerogatives,  relations,  and 
actions,  that  they  can  be  repre^ted  by  them.  There  are  no 
creatures  who  are  in  their  sphere  ^at  God  the  Father  and 
the  Lamb  are  in  theirs.  It  is  imposs^e,  therefore,  from  the 
total  want  of  the  requisite  correspondent^  in  creatures  that 
those  divine  symbols  can  have  appeared  iK  the  visions  as 
representatives  of  creatures.  They  must  have  appeared  as 
representatives  of  themselves,  therefore ;  and  the  rt«^son  was, 
that  no  created  agent  could  properly  represent  theai.  It 
was  as  inconsistent  with  their  nature  and  office,  that  crea- 
tures should  represent  them,  as  it  was  that  they  should  act 
as  representatives  of  creatures.  In  order  that  it  might  be  seen 
that  the  revelation  proceeded  from  them,  it  was  necessary 
that  they  should  appear  in  person  in  the  visions,  and  make 
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it ;  and  in  order  that  it  might  be  foreshown  that  they  are  to 
appear  in  person  at  the  destruction  of  antichrist,  the  resur- 
rection of  the  holy  dead,  and  the  descent  of  the  New  Jeru- 
salem, and  during  the  reign  of  the  thousand  years,  it  was 
necessary  that  they  should  appear  in  the  visions  in  which  their 
personal  and  visible  presence  is  foreshown  at  those  epochs. 

This  is  equally  certain,  also,  from  the  mode  of  their  ap- 
pearance, and  the  acts  which  they  exerted  in  the  visions, 
such  as  the  inefl&tble  glory  with  which  they  were  invested, 
the  insignia  of  deity  which  they  bore,  their  attendance  by 
innumerable  hosts  of  angels,  their  reception  of  homage  from 
all  orders  of  holy  beings,  the  judgment  of  the  beast,  the 
investiture  of  the  Son  of  Man  with  the  dominion  of  the  earth, 
his  making  the  revelation  of  the  Apocalypse,  his  descending 
from  heaven  attended  by  the  armies  of  the  redeemed,  and 
destruction  of  the  wild  beast,  false  prophet,  and  their  armies, 
and  his  reigning  with  the  Father  on  the  throne  of  the  New 
Jerusalem.  They  are  conditions  and  acts  that  are  peculiar 
to  God  the  Father,  and  the  Son.  They  have  no  counter- 
part in  the  stations  and  acts  of  men,  or  any  other  order  of 
creatures.  And  finally,  this  is  confirmed  by  the  express 
announcement  (Rev.  v.  2-5)  that  no  creature  was  found 
capable  of  serving  as  a  symbol  of  Christ  in  his  ofiice  and 
work  as  the  Lamb.  To  assume  that  it  can  be  otherwise,  is 
to  offer  the  grossest  contradiction  to  the  divine  attributes  and 
prerogatives.  To  suppose  God  the  Father,  or  the  Son,  is  the 
symbol  in  any  of  their  appearances  of  creatures,  were  to 
convert  the  visions  into  an  infinite  solecism,  and  make  their 
explication  impossible. 

We  have  thus  the  clearest  certainty  that  these  divine 
persons  appear  and  act  as  representatives  of  themselves,  not 
as  symbols  of  other  orders  of  beings ;  and  that  it  arises,  on  the 
one  hand,  from  the  impossibility  of  finding  any  symbol  of  a 
different  order  that  could  represent  them ;  and  on  the  other, 
from  the  impossibility  from  their  nature,  that  they  should 
serve  as  the  representatives  of  creatures. 

Another  class  of  symbols  that  are  used  in  this  relation, 
are  the  souls  of  the  dead :  such  as  the  living  creatures  and 
elders  of  the  vision  (Rev.  iv.  and  v.)  and  the  souls  of  the 
dead  under  the  fifth  seal  (Rev.  vi.  9, 10),  and  in  the  vision  of 
the  first  resurrection  (Rev.  xx.  4-6).    That  the  living  crea- 
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tures  and  elders  are  themselves  human  spirits,  is  seen  firom 
the  fact  that  they  make  their  redemption  by  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb,  the  theme  of  their  song;  and  that  they  symbolize 
the  souls  of  the  redeemed,  universally,  who  had  then  passed 
into  the  intermediate  life,  is  seen  from  their  representing 
that  though  they  were  but  twenty-eight  in  humber,  yet  the 
Lamb  had  redeemed  them  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue, 
and  people,  and  nation.  They  are  symbols,  therefore,  of 
all  who  had  then  been  redeemed ;  and  they  are  symbols 
exclusively  of  men,  inasmuch  as  no  beings  but  those  of  our 
race  are  redeemed  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  That  they 
are  symbols  of  redeemed  spirits  of  men,  is  seen  also  from 
their  being  made  unto  God  kings  and  priests,  and  from  their 
future  reign  on  the  earth ;  as  they  are  the  prerogatives  of 
the  saints  who  are  to  be  raised  in  glory  at  the  first  resurrec- 
tion (Rev.  XX.  4-6).  And  as  they  cannot  be  representatives 
of  any  other  order  of  beings,  so  they  appear  in  their  own 
persons  in  the  visions,  because  no  other  order  of  beings 
could  represent  them.  No  others  have  passed  through  such 
a  change,  exist  in  such  a  relation  to  God,  or  are  destined  to 
such  an  existence  and  such  stations  hereafter.  The  souls  of 
the  dead,  under  the  fifth  seal,  and  in  the  vision  of  the  first 
resurrection  (Rev.  vi.  9-11  and  xx.  4-6),  are  used  also  in 
the  same  relation.  As  they  are  conscious  agents,  they  must 
represent  intelligent  agents.  But  they  cannot  represent 
agents  of  a  diflferent  order  from  themselves,  manifestly,  from 
the  fact  that  there  is  no  other  class  to  whom  they  present  an 
analogy.  There  is  no  other  order  of  spirits  who  have  been 
disembodied  by  death,  and  some  of  them  by  martyrdom  as 
the  witnesses  of  Jesus.  They  cannot  be  the  symbols  of  men 
in  the  body,  as  they  present  the  greatest  possible  dissimi- 
larity to  men  in  the  natural  life,  instead  of  an  analogy  to 
them.  Men  in  the  natural  life  have  not  been  put  to  death. 
They  are  not  disembodied ;  they  are  not  in  the  state  inter- 
mediate between  death  and  the  resurrection  ;  they  are  not  in 
a  condition  to  receive  white  robes — the  symbol  of  justifica- 
tion— and  to  enter  into  rest.  They  are  used,  therefore,  as 
symbols  of  the  disembodied  souls  of  men  who  have  died  in 
the  Christian  faith,  and  are  admitted  to  the  intermediate 
state  of  rest  and  acceptance;  and  they  are  employed  as 
symbols  of  them,  because  no  other  agent  or  object  could 
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serve  as  their  representative.  Ko  otiier  beings  exist  in  such 
a  form,  or  have  passed  through  suoh  a  change  in  the  mode 
of  their  existence  as  to  present  any  analogy  to  human  beings 
who  have  undergone  death,  and  im>w  survive  as  disembodied 
spirits. 

Another  class  of  symbols  that  are  used  in  this  relation, 
are  the  dead  bodies  of  the  witnesses  (Rev.  xi.  8-11),  and  of 
the  dead  who  are  to  be  raised  at  the  last  resurrection  (Rev. 
XX.  11-15).  That  the  dead  bodies  of  the  two  witnesses  sym- 
bolize the  dead  bodies  of  witnesses  who  are  to  be  put  to 
death  as  martyrs,  is  plain  from  the  &ot  there  is  nothing  ebe 
that  they  can  represent.  They  cannot  represent  living 
human  bodies,  as,  instead  of  bearing  them  a  resemblance, 
they  present  to  them  the  greatest  contrast.  They  cannot 
represent  dead  bodies  of  any  other  order  of  intelligences,  for 
there  is  no  other  order  who  are  subjected  to  death.  As,  then, 
they  cannot  be  used  on  the  ground  of  analogy  as  the  sym- 
bols of  otherSj  they  must  be  employed  on  the  ground  of 
exact  likeness,  as  the  symbols  of  bodies  like  themselves  of 
slaughtered  witnesses  of  Jesus ;  and  they  are  used  as  sym- 
bols of  their  own  order,  because  no  other  body  or  object 
could  serve  as  their  symbol.  There  is  nothing  that  bears  to 
them  such  a  resemblance  as  to  fit  it  to  be  used  as  their  sym- 
bd.  If  it  was  to  be  foreshown  in  the  visions  that  the  bodies 
of  the  slain  witnesses  of  Jesus  were  to  be  kept  unburied, 
exposed  to  the  gaze  of  the  nations  for  three  years  and  a 
half,  and  then  publicly  raised  from  death  to  immortal  life  and 
gkwy,  and  taken  up  to  heaven,  it  was  necessary  that  they 
should  be  employed  as  their  own  symbol,  and  these  great 
events  represented  by  a  spectacle  exactly  like  that  which  their 
slaughter,  preservation  unburied,  exposure  to  the  general 
gaze,  and  public  resurrection  and  assumption  to  heaven, 
are  to  form. 

In  like  manner,  the  dead  bodies  of  the  dead  of  the  last 
resurrection  which  are  to  be  given  up  by  the  grave,  the  sea, 
and  death,  are  symbols  of  the  real  dead  bodies  that  are  then 
to  be  recalled  to  life.  They  cannot  be  symbols  of  living 
bodies ;  for  they  present  a  contrast  to  them,  instead  of  an 
analogy.  They  cannot  represent  any  other  order  of  dead 
bodies,  for  there  is  no  other  order  of  intelligent  beings  whose 
bodies  have  been  consigned  to  the  grave,  the  sea,  and  death, 
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or  the  realms  of  the  unburied,  and  are  to  be  raised  to  a  new 
life.  They  cannot  be  the  symbols  of  mere  spirits,  without 
bodies ;  for  they  present  to  them  no  analogy.  They  repre- 
sent the  dead  bodies  of  men,  therefore,  and  they  are  used 
as  symbols  of  their  own  order,  because  no  other  object  could 
represent  them.  If  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  who  are  to 
be  recalled  to  life  at  the  last  resurrection,  was  to  be  fore- 
shown in  the  visions,  it  was  necessary,  from  the  want  of  any 
other  appropriate  symbol,  that  the  T^odies  of  the  dead  should 
be  used  as  their  representative,  and  that  their  resurrection 
and  judgment  should  be  exhibited  in  a  spectacle  that  exactly 
corresponds  to  that  which  their  actual  resurrection  and 
judgment  are  to  form. 

In  like  manner,  and  for  the  same  reasons,  the  risen  dead, 
as  the  two  witnesses,  the  saints  of  the  resurrection  (Rev.  xx. 
4-6),  and  the  unholy  of  the  last  resurrection  (Rev.  xx.  11-15), 
are  used  as  symbols  of  the  really  risen  dead  of  their  several 
classes.  There  are  no  beings  of  a  different  order  whom  they 
can  represent.  They  are  used  as  symbols  of  the  risen  dead 
of  their  own  classes,  because  no  other  agents  or  objects  could 
serve  as  their  representatives. 

In  a  considerable  number  of  instances,  men  also,  in  the 
natural  life,  are  employed  as  symbols  of  men  in  the  same 
conditions,  exerting  similar  acts,  or  suffering  similar  evils ; 
because  those  conditions  and  acts  are  peculiar  to  men  in  the 
natural  life,  and  no  vision  could  exhibit  men  as  existing 
and  acting  in  those  conditions,  except  one  that  presented  in 
miniature  the  scene  itself.  Such  are  the  kings  and  the 
various  classes  that  make  up  their  armies  under  the  sixth 
seal,  who,  at  the  sight  of  Christ  coming  in  the  clouds  to 
take  vengeance,  "  hid  themselves  in  the  dens  and  rocks  of 
the  mountains,  and  said  to  the  mountains  and  rocks.  Fall 
on  us,  and  hide  us  from  the  face  of  him  that  sitteth  on  the 
throne,  and  from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb ;  for  the  great  day 
of  his  wrath  is  come,  and  who  shall  be  able  to  stand  ?"  As 
no  other  beings  are  to  exist  in  such  a  condition,  meet  such 
a  spectacle,  be  terrified  by  such  an  impending  doom,  and 
utter  such  a  cry ;  so  there  are  no  others  that  could  serve  as 
their  symbol  to  represent  them  at  that  great  crisis.  In  order 
to  the  exhibition  of  the  event,  it  was  necessary  that  they 
should  appear  in  their  own  t)ersons,  and  that  the  vision 
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sboold  be  itself  a  literal  picture  of  what  the  scene  foreshown 
is  to  be. 

In  like  manner,  under  the  fifth  and  sixth  trumpets,  while 
the  symbols — ^the  locusts  and  monster  horsemen — ^that  inflict 
the  woe,  are  of  a  different  order  from  the  agents — ^the  Sara* 
cens  and  Turks — whom  they  represent,  those  on  whom  the 
woe  is  to  be  inflicted,  appear  in  their  own  persons,  as  men 
who  have  not  the  seal  of  God  on  their  foreheads,  and  who 
were  of  communities  that  worshipped  the  works  of  their 
own  hands ;  and  the  reason  was,  that  there  was  no  other 
symbol  that  could  represent  these  classes  so  as  to  indi- 
cate their  peculiar  character,  and  distinguish  them  from 
others  who  were  intermixed  with  them.  In  order  to  show 
the  peculiar  dass  of  persons  who  were  to  suffer  the  woe,  and 
the  reason  of  its  infliction,  it  was  necessary  that  they  should 
be  presented  in  the  vision,  and  serve  as  representatives  of 
their  own  order  undergoing  the  avenging  judgments  of  those 
trumpets. 

So  likewise,  under  the  first,  the  third,  the  fourth,  and  the 
fifth  vials,  men  who  are  to  suffer  the  plagues  inflicted  under 
those  symbols,  are  exhibited  in  their  own  persons,  because 
no  other  representative  could  exhibit  them  in  their  peculiar 
relations  and  acts,  as  the  vassals  of  the  beast,  as  the 
slaughterers  of  the  martyrs  of  Jesus,  and  as  blasphemers  of 
God.  To  show  that  they  are  the  parties,  in  distinction 
from  others^  on  whom  those  plagues  were  to  fall,  it  was 
essential  that  they  should  appear  in  the  visions,  and  present 
in  their  persons  an  exact  likeness  of  the  men  on  whom  the 
evils  prcKiicted  by  the  prophecy  are  to  fall.  And  so  in  all 
the  oUier  instances  in  which  men  appear  as  symbols  in  the 
visions.  They  are  used  to  symbolize  themselves,  because 
no  other  symbol  could  represent  them  in  the  peculiar  scenes, 
exerting  the  peculiar  acts,  and  suffering  the  extraordinary 
inflictions  that  are  foreshown  in  those  visions. 

And  finally,  Satan  is  used  as  the  representative  of  him* 
self  and  his  own  order  of  angels  in  the  vision  of  his  binding 
and  imprisonment  (Bev.  xx.  1-8).  That  he  is  not  the  sym* 
bol  of  men,  is  seen  from  the  fitct  that  he  is  distinguished  from 
men,  whom  he  is  no  longer  to  deceive ;  and  that  the  express 
object  of  his  binding  and  imprisonment  is  to  preclude  him 
from  access  to  the  nations  whom  he  aims  to  delude  and 
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seduce  to  revolt  He  cannot  represent  the  un&Ilen  angels, 
as  instead  of  resembling,  he  presents  the  greatest  contrast  to 
them  in  character,  condition,  and  agen<rf.  He  must,  there- 
fore, symbolize  himself  and  his  own  l^ons ;  and  the  reason 
that  he  is  used  as  his  own  and  their  symbol  is,  that  no  sym- 
bol of  a  different  kind  could  represent  him  in  his  peculiar 
nature,  character,  and  agency,  and  show  that  he  is  to  be  the 
subject  of  such  a  binding  and  imprisonment.  t/^^  . 

It  is  thus  apparent,  1.  That  there  are  only  two  relations  in 
which  the  symbols  are  used :  that  of  analogy,  in  which  they 
are  employed  to  represent  agents  or  objects  of  a  different 
order  from  themselves ;  and  that  of  exact  likeness,  when 
tkey  are  used  as  representatives  of  agents  or  things  of  thdr 
own  kind.  They  present  an  exact  similitude  or  identity 
of  nature,  or  else,  though  of  a  different  ^>9cies,  a  general 
eorrespondenee  in  all  their  leading  features.  They  are  never 
employed  on  the  ground  of  a  resemblance  in  a  single  par- 
ticular. 2.  That  these  two  great  divisions  of  the  symbols 
are  clearly  distinguishable  &om  each  other,  and  the  most 
ample  means  are  furnished  by  their  nature,  the  interpreitations 
that  are  given  of  many  of  them,  the  conditions  in  which 
they  are  used,  and  the  acts  that  are  ascribed  to  them,  of 
discerning  in  which  relation  they  are  uaed.  If  any  agents 
in  the  world  that  belong  to  a  different  sphere,  bear  a  con* 
spionous  analogy  to:  them,  it  is  easy  to  discover  and  identify 
ihem.  If  no  such  analogous  agents  or  objects  exist,  which 
they  can  represent,  it  is  certain  that  they  are  used  as  repre^ 
sentatives  of  their  own  orders  in  their  own  sphere.  8.  It  is 
manifest  that  the  first  great  law  of  symbols,  that  agents 
represent  agents,  acts  denote  acts,  and  ^ects  and  conditions 
Bland  for  effects  and  conditions,  holds  universally  of  symbols 
to  whichever  class  they  belong.  4.  It  is  equally  certain 
ihsiJt  the  ift^xt  great  law,  that  that  which  ii»  represented  is  of 
a  different  order  or  sphere  from  the  symbol,  holds  also  in 
all  instances  where  there  are  agents,  objects,  and  acts  of 
i^other  sphere^  to  which  the  symbols  present  the  general 
correspondence  which  analogy  requires.  6.  And  finally,  it 
is  clear  that  where  no  such  analogous  order  of  agents,  objects, 
aote,  and  events  exists,  the  symbols  are  used  on  the  ground 
of  identity  of  nature,  and  because  no  symbols  but  themselves 
could  serve  as  their  representatives,  and  form  a  clear  and 
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indubitable  delineation  of  the  actors  and  events  that  are  to 
be  foreshown.  And  these,  with  the  other  laws  which  we 
have  heretofore  stated,  famish  an  ample  key  to  the  mean- 
ing of  the  symbols,  and  make  it  practicable  and  easy  to 
work  out  a  just  interpretation  of  them.  There  is  not,  for 
example,  we  think,  one  among  the  symbols  of  which  we 
have  given  the  interpretation  in  this  article,  in  regard  to  the 
true  meaning  of  which  any  room  for  rational  doubt  exists^ 
There  are  very  few,  we  believe,  of  much  significance  in 
Daniel  or  John,  the  true  import  of  which  may  not  be  reached 
with  equal  certainty.  The  only  question  of  moment  that 
is  in  any  measure  open  to  debate  in  respect  to  the  leading 
symbols  of  those  prophets,  relates,  not  to  their  interpreta- 
tion— ^that  is,  to  the  classes  of  agents,  acts,  or  events,  which 
they  foreshow — ^but  solely  to  their  application,  or  the  identi- 
fication of  the  periods  and  individuals  in  which  they  have 
had  tb^  accomplishment ;  and  in  respect  to  the  main  sym- 
bols, no  room  exists  for  any  reasonable  doubt  in  regard  to 
them.  The  great  actors  and  events  foreshown  by  the 
visions,  are  graven  on  the  page  of  histc»ry  in  the  clearest 
outline  and  the  most  vivid  coloring,  and  can  no  more  be 
mistaken  by  a  careful  observer,  than  the  great  personages 
of  OUT  own  nation  could,  in  a  graphic  delineation  of  their 
public  acts,  though  no  mention  was  made  of  their  names. 
As  the  interpreter  of  such  a  delineation  would  simply  seed 
to  read  the  ordinary  annals  and  histories  of  our  pubUo  men, 
to  ascertain  what  are  the  names  of  the  individuals  who  have 
performed  the  most  important  part  in  our  national  existence ; 
so  the  student  of  these  prophecies,  after  interpreting  the 
symbols,  and  ascertaining  what  the  classes  are  of  the  agents, 
acts,  and  events,  which  they  foreshow,  has  only  to  turn  to 
the  history  of  the  nations  of  Europe,  Asia,  and  Afidca,  to 
detect  at  a  glance,  as  it  were,  the  identical  nations,  leading 
personages,  acts,  and  events,  in  which  they  have  had  their 
aocomplishment.  To  doubt  whether,  in  the  main,  they  are 
the  counterpart  of  the  symbols,  is  as  xmreasonable^  as  it 
were  to  doubt  whether  the  shadows  that  are  cast  by  tiie 
treei^  the  edifices,  the  moving  beings  of  a  landscape,  are 
really  the  counterpart,  in  their  sphere,  of  the  ol^ects  by  which 
tiiey  are  projected. 
We  are  now  prepared  to  point  out  some  of  the  important 
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results  to  which  these  laws  lead  in  correcting  the  erroneous 
constructions  that  have  heretofore  been  generally  put,  and  still 
are  by  some  expositors,  on  a  large  share  of  the  symbols*  It 
will  be  found  that  their  errors  generally  spring  from  their 
disregarding  the  necessity  of  an  exact  coincidence,  or  a 
general  correspondence  of  the  spheres  to  which  the  symbols, 
and  that  which  they  represent,  belong ;  and  assumption  that 
a  resemblance  of  any  kind,  in  some  sbgle  particular,  is  the 
ground  of  symbolization,  and  that  in  looking,  therefore,  for 
tiie  counterpart  of  a  symbol,  all  that  they  have  thought  requi- 
site in  order  to  a  satisfactory  solution,  was,  to  find  something 
that  presented  a  resemblance,  or  seeming  resemblance, 
though  it  were  but  in  a  single  particular.  It  is  to  set  forth 
and  exemplify  this  fact,  the  clear  comprehension  of  which 
will  enable  the  reader  to  see  where  the  reason  lies  of  the 
great  diversity  of  constructions  which  commentators  have 
put  on  the  symbols,  and  the  endless  extravagances  and  self- 
contradictions  into  which  they  run,  that  we  have  presented 
the  foregoing  statement  of  the  different  classes  of  the  sym- 
bols,  and  the  principles  on  which)  they  are  employed.  Had 
expositors  made  themselves  familiar  with  the  general  cor- 
relation  that  must  subsist  between  a  symbol  and  that  which 
it  symbolizes,  and  considered  the  wide  difference  of  that 
correspondence  from  a  likeness,  and  perhaps  of  a  very  vague 
nature,  in  a  single  particular,  such  as  of  appearance,  relation, 
motion,^  rest,  or  some  other  point  that  does  not  touch  its 
peculiar  nature  and  office,  they  would  never  have  run  into 
the  blunders  that  now  make  a  considerable  part  of  their  con- 
structions. 

That  a  mere  resemblance  in  a  single  respect,  no  matter 
what  its  nature  or  extent  may  be,  is  no  adequate  ground  for 
the  use  of  one  of  the  objects  which  presents  that  partial 
likeness,  as  a  symbol  of  the  other,  we  have  already  shown ; 
and  it  must  be  obvious  at  a  glance  to  all ;  1.  Because  such 
single  points  of  similitude  subsist  between  objects  that,  in  all 
their  main  peculiarities,  present  the  boldest  dissimilitudes 
and  contrasts  to  each  other.  Satan,  for  example,  resembles 
Gk)d  in  the  &ct  that  he  is  an  intelligence,  while  he  differs 
from  him  infinitely  in  nature,  mode  of  subsistence,  station, 
rights,  character,  agency,  and  every  other  essential  feature 
of  his  being  and  destiny.    Is  he,  then,  notwithstanding  this  • 
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general  contrariety,  a  proper  symbol  of  God,  because  of  his 
simply  being,  like  him,  an  intelligent  agent  ?  Can  any  one 
Ml  to  see  and  feel  that  to  use  that  malignant  creature, — the 
great  enemy  and  rival  of  Jehovah,  the  traducer  of  his  cha- 
racter and  government,  the  conspirator  against  his  throne, 
and  the  seducer  of  his  subjects,  who  is  at  length  to  be 
defeated  in  all  his  great  schemes  of  agency,  and  precipitated 
into  the  abyss  of  perdition,  to  spend  his  eternal  years  in 
shame  and  anguish  amid  the  miserable  crowds  whom  he  has 
betrayed  to  ruin, — as  a  symbol  of  the  infinite  Being  whom 
he  hates  and  opposes,  were  a  revolting  solecism,  contradic- 
tory to  our  natural  sense  of  propriety,  immeasurably  inju- 
rious to  God,  and  deceptive  to  men?  Not  to  reject  it  as 
an  unpardonable  enormity,  a  monstrous  outrage,  would 
universally  be  felt  to  indicate  a  fatal  want  both  of  intelli- 
gence and  moral  sensibility.  And  why?  Because  it  is 
seen  and  felt,  instinctively,  that  in  order  that  one  being 
may  be  a  proper  representative  of  another,  there  must  be  a 
general  correspondence  of  nature,  station,  office,  relation, 
character,  and  agency.  The  one  must  be,  in  die  sphere 
which  he  fills,  the  counterpart  of  what  the  other  is  in  the 
sphere  which  he  occupies ;  so  that  all  the  great  features  of 
the  one  have  answering  features  in  the  other.  A  resem- 
blance in  a  single  point  is  no  adequate  ground  for  a  sym- 
bolic representation. 

In  like  manner,  a  human  body  recently  dead,  has  a  resem- 
blance in  form  and  structure  to  living  human  beings ;  while 
in  all  other  respects  it  presents  to  them  the  utmost  contrast 
It  is  without  perceptive  powers,  incapable  of  motion, 
incompetent  to  any  of  the  functions  that  are  proper  to  living 
beings,  insusceptible  of  pleasure  or  pain — ^insensible ;  and 
in  place  of  being  animated  with  a  principle  of  life,  is  in 
the  process  of  dissolution.  Oan  it  then,  notwithstanding  its 
difference  in  all  these  essential  particulars,  be  a  proper 
symbol  of  living  human  beings?  Every  one  sees  that  it 
cannot  And  why?  Because  it  bears  no  resemblance  to  them 
in  their  most  characteristic  features.  It  is  no  representative 
of  them  as  living  beings,  as  having  perceptive  powers,  as 
subjects  of  pleasure  and  pain,  as  exercising  perpetually  all 
the  functions  of  life,  as  moving,  feeling,  purposing,  actingi 
enjoying,  fearing,  suffering,  hoping,  obeying  or  transgressing 
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God*9  law ;  adoring  or  dishonoring  him,  performing  duties 
or  perpetrating  crimes  towards  fellow  creatures  as  members 
of  the  family,  the  state,  the  church.  It  is  no  more  a  symbol 
of  living  human  beings  in  any  of  these  great  essentials  of 
their  nature  and  sphere,  than  it  would  be  if  it  bore  to  them 
no  likeness  even  in  its  form  and  structure.  Its  resemblance 
in  that  particular  is  no  basis  for  its  being  used  as  a  symbol 
of  them  as  living  and  active  agents. 

2.  But  a  resemblance  in  a  single  particular  is  no  adequate 
ground  for  symbolization,  because  every  object  bears  a 
resemblance  in  some  relation  to  a  great  number  of  others  of 
the  most  widely  differing  nature,  and  it  would  be  impossible 
to  determine  which  the  particular  one  was  which  the  symbol 
was  employed  to  represent  There  are  literally  millions  of 
objects,  for  example,  which  an  animal — a  lion  for  instance — 
resembles  in  some  relation  or  another.  Thus,  if  life  is  the  point 
of  similitude,  it  resembles  in  that  respect  all  other  organized 
beings  that  have  life  in  the  world, — men,  beasts,  fowl,  insects, 
fish  of  every  name  and  nature.  But  could  any  one  tell,  with 
no  other  clue,  which  of  the  countless  myriads,  or  which  of 
the  orders  the  lion  was  employed  to  represent?  There 
plainly  would  be  no  means  of  proving,  or  making  it  probable 
that  it  denoted  any  one  order,  group,  or  individual,  any 
more  than  any  other.  If  the  power  of  self-motion  is  the 
point  of  similitude,  the  use  of  food,  the  susceptibility  of  plea- 
sure or  pain,  it  resembles  all  other  living  creatures  also  in  each 
of  these  respects,  and  there  can  no  more  be  a  ground  in  that 
resemblance  for  its  being  used  as  the  symbol  of  any  one  class 
or  group  of  them  than  any  other.  If  its  having  feet  is  the 
point  of  resemblance,  then  it  has  its  counterpart  in  any  one 
class  of  creatures  that  have  feet,  as  much  as  in  any  other ; 
and  may  symbolize  men,  birds,  or  insects,  as  probably  as  any 
other  class.  If  color  is  iJie  point  of  resemblance,  then  it  may 
have  its  counterpart  in  any  vegetable  or  inorganized  object 
that  resembles  it  in  hue,  ^  naturally  and  as  probably  as  in 
any  class  of  the  animal  world,  or  the  world  of  men.  Myriads 
of  objects  in  the  depths  of  the  earth,  myriads  on  the  surface, 
myriadg  in  the  vegetable  world  in  autunm,  myriads  of  the 
tints  of  the  feathered  tribes,  some  even  of  fish,  and  innu- 
merable reflections  from  thq  clouds,  resemble  the  color  of  the 
lion.    If  that  joiere  color  is  the  poiM  of  resemblauce!,  who 
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could  tell  which  of  this  inouinerable  host  was  the  particciUur 
one,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  the  others,  which  he  was  employed 
to  represent  ?  Can  anything  be  more  certain  than  that  such 
a  aynabolization  would  be  no  symbolization  whatever ;  that 
there  would  be  no  means  by  which  it  could  be  determined 
that  any  one  thing  was  the  one  represented,  any  more  than 
any  one  of  millions  of  others  ? 

Nothing  can  be  clearer,  then,  than  that  the  ground  on 
which  symbols  are  used  must  be  that  of  a  general  correspond- 
ence of  that  which  they  represent,  with  that  which  is  repre- 
sented ;  not  a  mere  resemblance  in  a  single  particular.  The 
symbol  must  be  in  its  own  sphere,  in  all  its  great  features, 
what  that  which  it  symbolizes  is  in  its  own  peculiar  sphere ; 
agents  answering  to  agents,  characteristics  to  characteristics! 
acts  to  acts,  effects  to  effects,  conditions  to  conditions ;  and 
nothing  consequently  can  be  clearer,  than  that  expositors 
who  proceed  on  the  assumption  that  symbols  are  used  on  the 
ground  of  a  mere  resemblance  in  a  single  particular  like  that 
on  which  comparisons  and  metaphors  are  often  founded,  will 
run  into  the  greatest  and  most  fatal  errors. 

"We  shall  now  proceed  to  exemplify  this  by  showing,  in 
the  first  place,  that  it  is  by  this  misconception  of  the  prin* 
ciple  of  symbolization,  that  they  have  given  a  class  of  inter- 
pretations that  violate  the  first  great  law  of  symbols,  that 
agents  represent  agents.  Thus  Mr.  Stuart  interprets  the 
living  creatures,  as  symbols  of  God's  attributes.  He  says, 
"These  Z^»  are  themselves  symbolic  of  the  attributes  of  the 
Godhead ;"  and  the  reason  he  gives  for  this  construction  is, 
that,  "  they  serve  God  with  great  power,"  '*  quickness  of  intel- 
hgenoe,"  and  " rapidity ;''  and  that  the  "ultimate  meaning" 
of  the  symbol  is,  "  God  is  everywhere  present,  and  executes 
his  purposes  by  an  agency  powerful,  wise,  unremitted,  and 
speedy."  He  thus  makes  a  supposed  resemblance  of  their 
mode  of  agency  to  God's,  "  the  ground  of  his  assumption  that 
they  are  symbols  of  his  attributes."  Mr.  Barnes  also  pre- 
sents much  the  same  view  of  them :  "  They  are  symbolical 
beings,  designed  to  furnish  some  representation  of  the  govern- 
ment  of  Ood;  to  illustrate,  as  it  were,  that  on  which  the 
divine  government  rcsfe,  or  which  constitutes  its  support — 
to  wit,  poweTj  intelligence,  vigilance,  energy. ^^  "The  idea, 
th^More,  wiiioh  should  be  conveyed  to  our  minds  is,  that 
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the  government  of  God  is  energetic,  Ann,  intelligent,  and 
that  in  the  execution  of  its  purposes  it  is  rapid."  A  sup- 
posed resemblance  of  the  manner  of  their  acting  is  thus  the 
ground  also  alleged  by  him  of  his  holding  that  they  are 
symbols  of  the  attributes  or  characteristics  displayed  in  God's 
government  of  the  world. 

But  this  is  in  violation  of  the  great  law  of  symbolization 
that  agents  represent  agents.    It  is  a  solecism  to  suppose 
that  the  living  creatures  can  symbolize  the  attributes  of  God. 
It  implies  that  his  attributes  are  distinct  from  himself.    If 
the  living  creatures  are  symbols  of  the  attributes  of  God,  how 
is  it  that  they  employed  themselves  in  ascribing  to  him  holi- 
ness, omnipotence,  self-existence,  and  eternity,  which  are 
among  his  chief  natural  and  moral  attributes  ?    It  were  to 
exhibit  his  attributes  as  offering  homage  to  himself  I    Can  a 
greater  incongruity,  can  a  more  solecistical  act  be  ascribed  to 
God?    In  like  manner,  to  suppose  with  Mr.  Barnes,  that  the 
living  creatures  are  representatives  of  the  characteristics  of 
God's  government  of  the  world,  t.  e.  of  the  attributes  which 
he  displays  in  his  providential  administration,  is  to  exhibit 
his  attributes  not  only  as  offering  worship  to  himselJ^  but  as 
representing  themselves  as  having  been  redeemed  by  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb.    But  the  supposition  that  they  are  sym- 
bols of  God's  attributes  is  absurd  in  every  respect.    They 
can  no  more  be  taken  as  symbols  of  a  part  of  God,  than  other 
ffjrmbols  can  be  held  to  be  representatives  of  only  parts  of 
the  beings  or  objects  which  they  represent    Are  they  not  as 
distinct  from  God,  and  as  absolutely  creatures  as  the  elders, 
the  angels,  men,  or  any  of  the  other  agents  of  the  visions 
are?    But  could  the  prophecy  be  involved  in  greater  confu- 
sion than  to  assume  that  these  various  creatures  are  symbols 
only  of  certain  parts,  organs,  or  powers  of  the  agents  whom 
they  symbolized?    Those  writers  have  thus  fallen  into  the 
grossest  violation  of  the  laws  of  symbolization  in  construing 
the  living  creatures  as  representatives  of  the  attributes  of 
God;   and  alike  misrepresented  God  and  the  four-faced 
beings  who  stood  near  his  throne,  and  who  expressly  pro- 
claimed themselves  his  creatures,  redeemed  by  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb,  and  gave  glory  and  honor  to  him  as  their  creator. 
How  was  it  then  that  these  interpreters  ran  into  these  sole- 
dsms?    Majiifestly  becailse  they  imagined  that  a  resom- 
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blance  in  a  single  particular  is  a  suflScient  ground  for  the  use 
of  an  agent  or  object  as  a  symbol  of  that  which  it  resembles; 
and  that  where  such  a  resemblance  exists,  it  is  no  obstacle  to 
the  assumption  that  the  representative  in  the  vision  is  the 
symbol  of  that  which  it  resembles  in  that  manner,  that  it 
presents  a  total  contrast  to  it  in  every  other  respect  Other- 
wise, they  could  not  have  persuaded  themselves  that  the 
living  creatures  are  symbols  of  God's  attributes.  The  reason, 
accordingly,  they  offer  for  their  construction  is  the  likeness^ 
or  supposed  likeness  of  the  acting  of  the  living  creatures  in 
intelligence,  quickness,  and  energy,  to  God's  agency  in 
governing  the  world.  And  on  this  ground  they  run  into 
the  shocking  error  of  construing  the  vision  as  exhibiting 
God's  attributes  as  distinct  from  himself,  as  offering  him 
worship,  as  celebrating  the  redemption  of  themselves  by  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  as  proclaiming  that  the  Lamb  had 
made  them  unto  God  kings  and  priests  who  are  to  reign  on 
the  earth  1 

They  are  wholly  mistaken,  indeed,  in  imagining  that  there 
is  any  such  resemblance,  as  they  represent,  in  the  agency  of 
the  living  creatures  in  the  vision,  to  the  agency  of  God. 
The  acts  of  the  living  creatures  were  corporeal  acts,  or 
exerted  through  their  organs  of  speech  and  their  limbs.  God's 
acts  are  incorporeal,  or  acts  of  a  purely  intelligent  nature. 
Their  acts  were  finite,  and  suited  to  the  limitations  of  their 
nature.  His  are  infinite,  or  acts  appropriate  to  his  nature. 
Besides,  the  living  creatures  did  not  exert  any  acts  in  the 
vision,  except  uttering  ascriptions  of  holiness,  omnipotence, 
self-existence,  and  omnipresence  to  God,  falling  down  before 
the  Lamb,  and  ascribing  to  him  worthiness  to  take  the  book 
and  open  its  seals,  because  he  had  redeemed  them  by  his 
blood,  and  made  them  kings  and  priests  unto  God,  to  reign 
with  him  on  the  earth.  But  those  acts  are  precisely  the 
same  as  those  of  the  elders  who  uttered  the  same  ascriptions, 
and  fell  down  also  and  worshipped  God  and  the  Lamb. 
Their  ascriptions  are  essentially  the  same,  also,  with  the 
exception  of  redemption  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  as  those 
of  the  angels  around  the  throne,  who  united  with  the  living* 
creatures  and  elders  in  ascribing  power,  and  wisdom,  and 
honor  to  the  Lamb ;  and  as  those  also  of  every  creature  which 
was  in  heaven,  and  on  the  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  and  all 
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that  are  in  them,  who  also  ascribed  blessing,  and  honor,  and 
glory,  and  power,  unto  him  that  sat  on  the  throne,  and  to 
the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever.  The  acts  of  the  living  crea- 
tares,  therefore,  were  not  peculiar  to  them,  and  no  more 
presented  a  resemblance  to  God's  agency  in  controlling  the 
world,  than  the  acts  of  the  other  orders  of  creatures  in  the 
different  realms  of  the  universe,  who  took  a  part  in  the 
worship. 

But  Mr.  Stuart  and  Mr.  Barnes  suppose  that  the  throne 
of  the  Almighty  rested  on  the  living  creatures,  and  was 
supported  by  them  ;  and  that  their  acts,  therefore,  were 
symbolical  of  the  acts  by  which  God  exercises  and  sustains 
his  administration.  Thus,  Mr.  Stuart  speaks  of  them  as  "  the 
living  bearers  of  the  Almighty's  throne ;"  and  Mr.  Barnes 
**  as  the  supports  of  the  throne  of  God,  or  as  that  on  which 
it  rests"  But  they  are  wholly  mistaken.  How  could  the 
living  creatures  fall  down  and  worship  the  Lamb,  if  the 
throne  rested  on  them  as  a  support?  Their  prostration 
would  have  involved  the  prostration  of  the  throne  and  him 
who  sat  on  it,  and  implied  th«it  the  Father,  like  the  living 
creatures,  was  inferior  to  the  Lamb,  and  in  subordination  to 
him.  Their  whole  fancy  that  the  living  creatures  presented 
any  peculiar  resemblance,  in  their  actions,  to  the  acts  of 
God's  government,  or  the  attributes  he  exercises  in  them,  is 
thus  wholly  mistaken.  They  offer  no  greater  likeness  to  them 
than  the  acts  of  the  elders,  the  angels,  or  even  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  earth  and  other  spheres.  Had  those  writers 
been  aware  of  the  principle  on  which  symbols  are  employed, 
and  felt  the  necessity  of  finding  in  that  which  is  symbolized, 
a  counterpart  in  all  its  great  features  to  the  symbol  by 
which  it  is  represented,  they  would  not  have  fallen  into 
these  grbss  errors. 

The  author  of  the  Apocalypse  Unveiled  interprets  the 
living  creatures  as  symbols  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  earth ; 
the  lion  being,  he  says,  the  symbol  of  Africa,  the  ox  of 
Asia,  the  beast  with  man's  face  of  Europe,  and  the  eagle  of 
America.  But  that  is  in  the  grossest  contradiction  to 
analogy.  Those  living  beings  have  not  the  slightest  adapta- 
tion to  represent  the  mere  unconscious  continents,  or  great 
divisions  of  the  world.  What  can  be  signified  by  the  living 
creatures  uttering  homage  to  God,  falling  down  to  worship 
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bim,  and  representing  themselves  as  having  been  redeemed 
bj  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  made  kings  and  priests  unto 
God,  to  reign  on  the  earth,  if  they  are  mere  symbols  of  the 
four  quarters  of  the  globe  ?  Can  a  greater  solecism  be  con- 
ceived? Was  it  for  the  four  great  divisions  of  the  material 
globe,  that  Christ  shed  his  blood  and  made  expiation,  in 
contradistinction  from  men  who  inhabit  them  ?  Is  it  they 
that  are  made  kings  and  priests  unto  God,  and  are  to  reign 
on  the  earth,  instead  of  the  risen  and  glorified  saints,  who,  it 
is  elsewhere  shown,  are  to  be  constituted  kings  and  priests  of 
God  and  of  Christ,  and  are  to  reign  with  him  a  thousand 
years?  Such  are  the  contradictions  and  monstrosities  into 
which  they  run  who  disregard  the  law  that  agents  symbolize 
agents>  and  acts  represent  acts.  The  living  creatures  can  no 
more  be  supposed  to  symbolize  portions  of  the  material 
world,  than  the  elders,  the  innumerable  hosts  of  angels,  and 
all  other  orders  that  appeared  in  the  visions.  Into  what  an 
infinite  jumble  of  incongruities  would  the  visions  be  con- 
verted, were  such  a  principle  of  construction  legitimate? 
The  whole  revelation  would  be  turned  into  almost  a  mere 
representation  of  events  that  were  to  befall  the  material 
globe  1  Its  inhabitants  would  be  excluded  fi-om  the  pro- 
phecy altogether  I 

What,  now,  is  the  reason  that  the  writer  ran  into 
Ais  senseless  extravagance?  Simply,  that  he  supposes 
that  the  ground  of  symbolization,  instead  of  a  general 
analogy,  is  a  mere  resemblance  in  a  single  particular. 
Thus  he  gives  as  "the  reason"  of  his  "opinion,"  that 
"  a  new  religion  is  introduced  into  the  world— a  system  of 
moral  government  which  is  to  extend  its  influence  over  the 
whole  worldy  and  to  embrace  all  governments,  kingdoms,  and 
dominions  of  men."  He  founds  his  construction,  therefore, 
on  the  mere  likeness  of  the  four  living  creatures  in  number 
to  the  four  quarters,  or  great  divisions  of  the  globe  I  a  coin- 
cidence that  does  not  involve  any  likeness  of  nature,  station, 
ofl&ce,  relations,  agency,  or  any  other  characteristic!  And 
on  this  slender  ground,  he  involves  himself  in  these  revolt- 
bg  contradictions  and  impossibilities.  Had  he  been  aware, 
that  no  such  feint  coincidence,  no  single  resemblance  of  any 
kind  can  serve  as  the  ground  of  symbolization — that  there 
must  be  a  general  correspondence  between  the  symbol  and 
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that  which  it  represents,  he  would  not  have  run  into  these 
repulsive  extravagances. 

Another  conspicuous  example  of  this  species  of  error,  is 
Dr.  Keith's  interpretation  of  the  symbols  of  the  first  four 
seals,  as  symbols  of  four  different  religions.  He  holds  that 
the  horse  is  a  symbol  of  a  religion,  and  that  the  species  of 
religion  which  it  represents  is  indicated  by  its  color.  On 
that  ground,  he  alleges,  that  the  white  horse  represents  Chris- 
tianity, the  black  Mahometanism,  the  red  Popery,  and  the 
pale  Infidelity.  This  is  in  direct  contravention  of  the  law 
that  agents  symbolize  agents,  and  is,  in  every  relation,  in 
the  utmost  degree  arbitrary,  incongruous,  and  adapted,  if 
admitted,  to  involve  the  prophecy  in  inextricable  confusion 
and  contradiction.  In  the  first  place,  the  horseman,  not  the 
horse,  is  the  leading  symbol  of  each  of  those  seals.  The 
horse  is  the  mere  auxiliary  or  instrument  of  the  rider. 
What  would  be  thought  of  a  historian  of  the  great  battles 
of  Napoleon,  Wellington,  and  others,  in  the  early  part  of 
this  century,  who  should  assume  that  their  horses  were  the 
most  important  agents  of  their  contests,  gave  them  their 
character,  and  determined  their  issue?  It  would  be  no 
greater  absurdity  than  that  into  which  Dr.  Keith  runs,  in 
representing  the  horses  as  the  leading  symbols  of  those  seals. 
In  the  next  place,  a  horse  has  no  adaptation  to  symbolize  a 
religion.  What  analogy  is  there  between  that  animal  and 
Christianity  ?  Can  any  two  things  be  more  absolutely  un- 
like? If,  moreover,  a  horse  is  like  Christianity,  can  it  also, 
in  an  equal  degree,  be  like  Mahometanism  ?  And  if  like  each 
or  either  of  those  wholly  dissimilar  religions,  can  it  also,  and 
in  an  equal  measure,  be  like  Popery  ?  And  if  like  each  of 
those  incompatible  religions,  can  it,  at  the  same  time,  be 
equally  like  infidelity,  which  is  the  direct  antagonist  and 
denier  of  all  three  of  them  ?  In  the  third  place,  if  the  horses 
of  the  seals  are  representatives  of  those  four  religions,  as 
Dr.  Keith  is  pleased  to  call  them— infidelity  is  generally 
regarded  as  a  rejection  and  denial  of  the  religion  of  the 
Bible,  not  a  positive  religion  of  a  different  nature — of  what 
religions  are  the  red,  speckled  and  white  horses  of  Zechariah 
i.,  seen  among  the  myrtle  trees ;  and  those  of  the  chariots 
(Zech.  vi.),  black,  white,  grizzled,  and  bay,  that  came  out 
from  between  two  mountains,  and  traversed  the  various 
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quarters  of  the  earth  ?  Of  what  reh'gions,  moreover,  are  the 
two  myriads  of  myriads  of  horses  of  the  sixth  trumpet 
representatives?  And  finally,  of  what  religion  are  the 
horses  of  the  armies  of  heaven,  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the 
armies  of  the  beast  on  the  other,  at  the  great  battle  of  Ar- 
mageddon ?  For  it  seems,  from  the  summons  of  the  birds  to 
sup  on  the  flesh  of  horses,  as  well  as  of  them  that  sit  on 
them,  that  there  were  many  horses  in  the  vision  of  the 
beast's  army  at  that  battle.  In  what  an  abyss  of  difficulties 
does  Dr.  Keith  involve  himself  and  the  prophecy,  by  Jiis 
construction  ? 

How  was  it,  now,  that  he  was  led  into  these  astounding 
errors  ?  Simply,  by  his  disregarding  analogy,  and  assum- 
ing that  a  resemblance,  or  an  imagined  resemblance  in  a 
single  particular,  is  the  ground  of  symbolization ;  and  that 
when  such  a  resemblance  is  seen,  or  supposed  to  be  seen,  it 
is  a  sufficient  proof  that  it  is  the  ground  on  which  the  sym- 
bol is  used  1  For  the  reason  that  he  gives  for  his  construc- 
tion is,  that  white,  the  color  of  the  horse  of  the  first  seal,  is 
often  used  in  the  Scriptures  by  a  metaphor,  to  denote  the 
moral  purity  of  that  to  which  it  is  applied.  Hence,  as 
Christianity  is  spotlessly  pure,  he  assumes  that  the  white 
horse  is  its  symbol ;  and  then,  on  that  ground,  assumes  that 
the  other  horses  are  also  symbols  of  different  religions ;  and 
infers  from  the  colors  of  the  horses,  that  they  symbolize 
Mahometanism,  Popery,  and  Infidelity.  He  thus  founds 
his  whole  construction  on  the  single  resemblance,  or  sup- 
posed resemblance  of  the  colors  of  the  horses,  to  the  reli- 
gions of  which  he  asserts  they  are  the  symbols.  Had  he 
been  aware  that  no  such  slight  similitude  or  fancied  simili- 
tude can  be  the  basis  of  symbolization ;  that  there  must  be  a 
general  correspondence  in  station,  relation,  and  agency,  be- 
tween the  representative  and  that  which  it  represents;  and 
that  agents  must  represent  agents,  acts  acts,  and  effects 
effects ;  he  would  not  have  fallen  into  an  error  so  discredit- 
able to  his  intelligence,  and  involving  so  gross  a  misrepre- 
sentation of  the  prophecy. 

The  construction  placed  by  Daubuz,  Frere,  Irving,  and 
other  writers  on  the  witnesses,  is  another  instance  of  this 
felse  interpretation.  There  is  scarce  a  vision  in  the  Apo- 
calypse, a  true  understanding  of  which  is  more  essential  at 
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the  present  time,  to  a  just  judgment  of  the  great  system  of 
events  that  is  revealed  in  the  prophecy.  If  the  witnesses 
are  representatives  of  persons  of  their  own  order,  and  their 
slaughter  and  resurrection  symbolize  on  the  principle  of 
exact  likeness,  instead  of  analogy,  the  real  slaughter  and 
resurrection  of  faithful  witnesses  of  Jesus ;  then  the  vision 
foreshows  a  persecution  and  martyrdom  of  the  faithful  wit- 
nesses that  is  yet  future — an  event  of  which  it  is  of  the 
utmost  moment  the  church  should  be  apprised ;  on  the  other 
hand,  if  these  symbols  are  not  used  on  that  principle,  there 
is  no  knowing  what  they  do  indicate ;  as  there  are  no  analo- 
gous persons  whom  they  can  represent,  nor  any  analogous 
events  which  their  slaughter  and  resurrection  can  symbolize. 
To  err,  therefore,  in  the  construction  of  them,  is  to  err  in 
respect  to  one  of  the  most  important  visions,  and  to  involve 
the  whole  prophecy  in  inextricable  difficulty.  Yet  those 
writers  interpret  the  witnesses  as  symbols,  not  of  living  in- 
telligent agents,  and  therefore  men,  but  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments,  and  represent  the  martyrdom  of  the  wit- 
nesses, as  denoting  the  suppression  of  the  Scriptures,  and 
their  resurrection,  as  symbolizing  their  restoration  to  use 
and  authority. 

But  this  is  against  the  great  law  of  analogy,  that  agents 
answer  to  agents,  acts  to  acts,  and  conditions  to  conditions. 
A  living,  conscious,  active  witness  who  proclaims  the  truth  on 
the  subjects  of  which  his  office  as  teacher  calls  him  to  speak, 
bears  no  analogy  to  an  unconscious,  voiceless  book.  Nor 
does  the  martyrdom  of  such  a  witness  bear  any  analogy  to 
the  discountenance  and  suppression,  by  a  civil  power,  of  such 
a  volume.  A  book  cannot  of  itself  utter  a  testimony.  It 
must  be  read  by  a  living  person  in  order  that  the  truths 
which  it  contains  may  be  known  even  to  him ;  and  it  must 
be  read  aloud,  and  its  contents  proclaimed  by  the  reader  as 
a  witness,  in  order  that  they  may  be  known  to  any  besides 
him  who  reads  it.  The  public  denunciation  or  prohibition 
of  the  use  of  such  a  book,  therefore,  does  not  bear  any  ana- 
logy to  the  slaughter  of  living  witnesses.  Such  an  act  does 
not  affect  the  book  itself,  which  has  no  power  of  sponta- 
neously uttering  its  contents.  It  exerts  its  power  solely  on 
the  living  beings  who  must  read  it  in  order  to  learn  and 
proclaim  its  contents ;  and  its  effect,  as  far  as  it  produces  any, 
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is  simply  to  withhold  them  from  perusing  its  teachings  and 
proclaiming  them  to  others.  Their  construction,  therefore, 
is  in  the  grossest  contravention  of  analogy.  There  is  a 
strong  likeness  between  a  living  original  utterer  of  a  testi- 
mony, and  a  living  reader  of  that  testimony  recorded  in  a 
volume,  to  an  audience ;  but  there  is  no  likeness  between 
the  living  utterer  of  the  testimony  and  the  testimony  itself 
which  he  utters,  and  which  is  inscribed  in  a  book.  To  sup- 
pose them  to  be  counterparts  of  each  other,  is  to  confound 
the  agent  with  the  act  he  exerts,  and  the  cause  with  the 
effect  produced  by  it. 

Moreover,  if  the  principle  of  their  construction  were 
allowed,  so  far  from  confirming  their  interpretation,  it  would 
involve  the  meaning  of  the  symbol  in  the  utmost  uncer- 
tainty. For  if  the  witnesses  are  symbols  of  books,  who  can 
demonstrate  that  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  are  the  books 
which  they  represent?  Or  if  they  are  counterparts  of  the 
symbol,  who  can  show  that  a  thousand  other  volumes  are 
not  also  included  in  the  representation ;  creeds,  confessions 
of  faith,  acts  of  councils,  the  works  of  the  fathers,  of  the 
reformers,  and  of  a  crowd  of  later  writers?  Would  not 
every  volume  which  contained  quotations  from  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments,  and  that  taught  the  facts  in  any  measure, 
and  truths  of  those  inspired  writings,  be  entitled  to  be  con- 
sidered as  included  in  the  sy mbolization  ?  The  eflfect  of 
such  a  symbolization  would  accordingly  be  to  raise  all  such 
works  to  a  level  in  authority  and  sanctitude  with  the  word 
of  God  itself  I  or  rather  a  depression  of  the  word  of  God  to  a 
level  in  truth  and  authority  with  the  writings  of  uninspired 
and  erring  men  I  That  would  indeed  be  something  like  a 
deprivation  of  the  word  of  God  of  its  authority,  if  not  a 
slaughter  of  it. 

Why  now  is  it  that  these  writers  put  upon  the  symbol 
this  preposterous  construction?  Simply,  as  far  as  we  can 
judge,  because  they  imagined  there  is  a  resemblance 
between  a  living  witness  who  utters  a  testimony,  and 
the  testimony  which  he  utters;  whereas,  though  they  are 
intimately  connected  as  a  cause  is  with  its  effect,  there  is  no 
similarity  between  them  whatever.  The  witness  is  a  living 
intelligence,  who  addresses  living  fellow-intelligences;  the 
things  testified  by  him  are  facts,  truths,  warnings,  commu- 
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nicated  to  him  by  God,  througli  his  word,  that  are  them- 
selves without  consciousness,  and  without  active  power. 
The  things  testified  no  more  resemble  the  testifier,  than  a 
will  resembles  him  who  makes  it,  a  letter  resembles  its 
writer,  or  any  other  effect  resembles  its  cause.  If,  instead  of 
such  a  resemblance  of  nature,  they  proceeded  on  the  fancy  that 
there  is  a  similitude  in  the  oflSce  which  a  testifier  and  that 
which  he  testifies  fills,  they  were  in  an  equal  error.  A 
living  witness,  who  delivers  a  testimony  by  his  voice,  is  a 
conscious  voluntary  agent,  in  communicating  the  facts  and 
the  truths  of  his  testimony.  A  book  is  pot  a  conscious  volun- 
tary agent  in  communicating  its  contents  to  readers  or  hear- 
ers. Its  relation  to  them  is  wholly  passive.  It  is  by  the 
voluntary  act  of  the  reader  that  he  becomes  possessed  of  its 
contents,  and  that  others  who  hear  them  read  become  pos- 
sessed of  them.  It  is  thus  on  the  assumption  that  such  a 
shadowy  and  imaginary  resemblance  may  be  the  ground  of 
symbolization,  that  they  founded  their  absurd  construction. 
Had  they  realized  that,  as  the  witnesses  are  living  voluntary 
agentS;  their  counterpart  must  also  be  living  agents ;  and 
that  as  their  death  and  resurrection  were  real,  the  death  and 
resurrection  of  those  whom  they  .represent  must  also  be  real, 
because  there  is  no  analogous  death  and  resurrection  which 
the  witnesses  of  Jesus  can  be  supposed  to  undergo ;  and 
thcDce  that  the  witnesses  must  be  human  beings,  inasmuch  as 
there  is  no  other  order  of  bodied  intelligences  who  can  be  put 
to  death  and  raised  to  immortal  life  and  glory ;  they  would 
have  been  withheld  from  so  gross  and  reasonless  a  misre- 
presentation of  the  prophecy. 

A  still  more  surprising  example  of  the  perversion  and 
degradation  of  the  symbols  by  this  method  of  construction, 
is  Dr.  Keith's  interpretation  of  the  angel  from  the  sun-rising, 
having  the  seal  of  the  living  God  to  seal  his  servants  on 
their  foreheads,  as  the  representative  of  the  Asiatic  cholera 
of  1882 1  "We  know  not  that  he  could  have  made  a  more 
senseless  and  discreditable  blunder.  There  not  only  is  no 
analogy  between  them,  but  Dr.  Keith's  construction  implies 
that  all  the  victims  of  that  pestilence  throughout  Asia, 
Africa,  Europe,  and  America,  were  the  servants  of  God; 
and  that  their  dying  of  that  disease  made  it  publicly  and 
conspicuously  certain   that  they  were.    Into  what  lower 
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depth  can  blundering  ignorance  or  fanatical  folly  descend? 
What  now  was  the  ground  on  which  he  infiicted  so  shameful 
an  outrage  on  one  of  the  most  majestic  symbols  of  the 
Apocalypse,  both  from  the  grandeur  of  the  agent  and  the 
beauty  and  graciousness  of  his  office?  The  first  reason  he 
gives  is,  that  angels  were  sometimes  the  ministers  under  the 
old  dispensation  of  judgment;  which  is  no  proof  that  this, 
as  a  symbol,  was  such  a  minister.  It  is  but  a  possibility  at 
most  But  his  main  reason  is,  that  the  angel  ascended  from 
the  son-rising,  and  advanced  towards  the  west;  like  the 
chdera  which  originated  in  Hindustan  and  spread  to  the 
west !  And  on  that  slight  similitude,  which  is  equally  pre- 
dicable  of  a  crowd  of  other  things — the  drift  of  the  wind, 
the  wafture  of  clouds,  the  rush  of  tides,  the  flight  of  birds, 
the  flash  of  light  in  the  morning,  and  the  advance  of  dark- 
ness at  evening — ^he  bailds  a  construction  which  assumes 
that  the  office  of  the  cholera  was  to  distinguish  the  servants 
of  God  from  all  others  by  a  conspicuous  mark ;  and  implies, 
therefore,  not  only  that  all  who  perished  by  that  disease, 
whether  Hindoo  idolaters,  Persian  fire-worshippers,  the  vota* 
ries  of  the  Grand  Llama,  Mahometans,  Greek,  Catholic,  and 
Protestant  Christians,  Jews,  and  infidels,  were  the  servants 
of  God ;  but  that  they  alone  were  his  servants,  and  conse- 
quently that  his  pure  worshippers  were  then  universally 
swept  from  the  earth.  For  if  death  was  the  seal,  and  all  the 
eminent  servants  of  Gt)d  were  sealed,  then  all  his  eminent 
servants  were  consigned  to  the  grave  by  that  pestilence. 

We  might  add  many  other  similar  instances,  but  these  are 
sufficient  to  show  that  the  great  principle  on  which  writers 
proceed  in  those  of  their  constructions  in  which  they  disre- 
gard the  great  law  that  agents  represent  agents,  and  acts 
denote  acts,  is  that  any  resemblance  of  a  symbol  to  that 
which  it  is  supposed  to  represent,  no  matter  how  vague  and 
uncertain  it  is,  is  a  sufficient  ground  for  symbolization,  and 
may  be  taken  as  a  proof  that  the  thing  it  so  resembles  is 
that  which  it  is  employed  to  denote. 

We  shall  in  a  future  number  show  that  most  of  their  other 
errors  are  referable  also  to  the  same  £alse  assumption. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


218         An  Exposition  of  Bomans  XI.  12, 15,  25.         [Oct. 
Art.  II. — An  Exposition  of  Romans  XI.  12,  15,  25. 

BY  THE  REV.   JOHN  RICHARDS,   D.l>. 

That  the  Jews  are  still  God's  covenant  people,  and,  though 
at  present  under  sentence  of  rejection,  their  eyes  closed  in 
unbelief,  they  will  nevertheless  be  converted  and  saved  as  a 
people,  is  generally  admitted.  Those  who  deny  the  premillen- 
nial  advent  of  our  Lord,  contend  that  they  will  be  converted 
concurrently  with  the  Gentile  nations,  in  perhaps  equal  pro- 
portion, for  any  given  time,  according  to  the  amount  of 
Christian  effort  directed  towards  them  specifically  for  their 
conversion.  The  advocates  of  a  premillennial  advent  sup- 
pose this  view  is  false ;  that,  as  a  people,  with  sporadic  excep- 
tions, multiplied  indeed  to  a  limited  extent  in  connexion 
with  Christian  effort,  the  veil  will  continue  to  be  on  them 
until  the  elect  Gentile  church  is  gathered  in  at  the  termi- 
nation of  the  present  dispensation.  They  believe  the 
coming  dispensation  will  be  marked,  among  other  things,  by 
the  restoration  of  the  chosen  people  to  divine  favor,  even 
the  spiritual  conversion  of  the  whole  nation,  and  with  ac- 
companiments extraordinary  and  commensurate  with  the 
grandeur  of  such  an  event  Jerusalem  is  now  trodden  down 
of  the  Gentiles ;  but  this  shall  not  always  be — there  is  a  pe- 
riod when  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  shall  be  fulfilled.  Blind- 
ness now  rests  on  the  nation ;  but  it  only  waits  for  the  fulness 
of  the  Gentiles  to  come  in,  when  the  veil  will  be  removed, 
and  so  all  Israel  shall  be  saved. 

These  two  positions  seem  to  depend  mainly  on  the  ques- 
tion whether  God  is  gathering  in  an  elect  church  through  a 
course  of  struggling  and  depression  on  their  part  up  to  a 
certain  period,  which  shall  suddenly  terminate  by  the  inter- 
position of  some  great  event — the  introduction  of  a  new 
economy,  in  which  election  shall  find  no  place,  but  universal- 
ity be  the  characteristic ;  or  whether,  without  the  interposi- 
tion of  any  great  event,  the  two  economies  shall  slide  into 
each  other  by  insensible  gradation,  and  by  the  operation  of 
just  such  causes  and  influences  as  now  exist.  But  the  latter 
view  is  so  environed  with  difficulties,  judging  from  all  the 
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history  of  the  past,  and  from  the  present  condition  of  the 
church  in  its  best  portions,  and  indeed  from  the  undeniable 
facts  of  human  depravity,  that  its  advocates  are  forced  to 
qualify  the  magnificent  descriptions  of  the  millennial  state 
which  the  Bible  gives,  and  deny  that  a  period  will  ever  ar- 
rive in  the  history  of  this  world  when  either  all  Israel  will 
be  saved,  or  all  the  Gentiles.  In  short,  the  millennium  is  to 
be  only  the  present  state  of  things  greatly  improved,  as  New 
England  compared  with  Italy  or  Japan,  or  it  may  be  when 
a  majority,  however  small,  shall  be  members  of  the  true 
church,  that  is  be  truly  converted.  This  of  course  perpetu- 
ates the  economy  of  an  elect  church — selection  from  a  mul- 
titude— and  continues  that  church  in  a  struggling,  depressed 
condition,  until  removed  to  a  higher  sphere,  as  now,  by  death, 
the  climax  of  the  curse.  This  may  be  good  so  far  as  it  goes ; 
and  had  God  revealed  nothing  more  we  should  be  bound  to 
acquiesce  with  rejoicing.  But  we  believe  God  has  spoken 
more  glorious  things  than  these,  and  that  Christians  shut 
their  eyes  to  their  own  mercies  who  so  limit  the  promises, 
and,  by  a  perverse  interpretation,  so  strip  the  visions  of  the 
prophets,  speaking  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost, 
of  their  true  meaning. 

Especially  do  we  think  the  apostle  Paul  in  the  eleventh 
chapter  of  his  epistle  to  the  Bomans,  teaches  a  different  doc- 
trine— that  he  contemplates  an  absolute  conversion  of  the 
world  when  God  has  gathered  in  that  church  which  is  to  live 
and  reign  with  Christ  in  the  millennial  age.  In  justification 
of  this  we  propose  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  the  12th,  15th, 
and  25th  verses  of  this  chapter. 

Verse  12.  "  Now  if  the  fall  of  them  be  the  riches  of  the 
world,  and  the  diminishing  of  them  the  riches  of  the  Gen- 
tiles ;  how  much  more  their  fulness?'' 

Verse  15.  "  For  if  the  casting  away  of  them  be  the  recon- 
ciling of  the  world,  what  shall  the  receiving  of  them  be  but 
life  from  the  dead?" 

Verse  25.  "  For  I  would  not,  brethren,  that  ye  should  be 
ignorant  of  this  mystery  (lest  ye  should  be  wise  in  your  own 
conceits),  how  that  blindness  in  part  is  happened  unto  Israel, 
until  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in." 

In  verse  12th,  the  word  fulness  {irxufitftM)  is  used  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Jews,  and  is  to  be  taken  in  a  general,  rather  than 
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in  a  specific  sense.  It  is  evidently  used  in  contrast  with/iS 
and  diminishing^  and  most  mean,  therefore,  restoration  to 
divine  favor,  or,  as  in  verse  15th,  the  receiving  of  them  back. 
The  fall,  diminishing,  and  casting  away  of  the  Jews,  occa- 
sioned great  blessings  to  the  Gentiles.  Their  restoration, 
their  reception  back,  will  occasion  far  greater  blessings  to 
the  Gentiles — so  much  greater  as  to  justify  a  comparison  to 
a  literal  resurrection  of  the  dead.  The  apostle  may  have 
had  in  mind  either  the  number  of  those  who  should  be  con- 
verted, or  the  wonderful  nature  of  the  change,  or  more  likely 
both. 

But  in  verse  25th,yu&2«s»  relates  to  the  Gentiles,  not  to 
the  Jews,  and  is  used  in  a  more  specific  sense,  meaning  com- 
plementj  that  which  is  wanting  to  make  up  the  whole.  The' 
blindness  of  the  Jews  will  remain  till  that  definite  number' 
of  Gentiles  be  truly  converted,  which  God  has  ordained  shall 
be  converted  during  the  period  of  the  rejection  of  the  Jews, 
and  then  the  blindness  of  the  Jews  shall  be  removed — they 
shall  be  converted.  And  after  that,  the  greater  blessings 
promised  shall  be  poured  out  on  the  Gentiles.  It  is  impor- 
tant not  to  confound  these  two  meanings  of  the  word  ^uZnes^. 
Fulness  of  the  Jews  in  verse  12th  is  their  restoration,  recep- 
tion, conversion  in  a  body.  Fulness  of  the  Gentiles  in  verse 
25th  means  the  filling  up  of  a  definite  number  during  the 
period  of  the  rejection  of  the  Jews ;  and  it  does  not  mean 
the  greater  blessings  consequent  to  the  Gentiles  on  the  res- 
toration of  the  Jews. 

But  why  does  fulness,  it  will  be  asked,  in  the  latter  case 
mean  complement^  and  not,  as  Professor  Stuart  maintains, 
abundance  simply — "until  an  abundance  of  Gentiles  be 
come  in"? 

1.  Because  complement  is  its  usual  meaning,  as  in  the  fol- 
lowing examples :  Matt.  ix.  16.  That  which  is  put  in  to  fill 
up  (the  xXufttftM)  taketh  from  the  old  garment,  and  the  rent 
is  made  worse.  Mark  viii.  20.  Twelve  fillings  up  (irXnpiH 
fMTm)  of  baskets  of  fragments.  GaL  iv.  4.  When  the  ful- 
ness of  time  was  come — its  completion.  Eph.  i.  10.  In  the 
dispensation  of  the  fulness  of  times.  Bom.  xiii.  10.  Love 
is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law — full  complement  of  it.  1  Cor 
X.  16.  Of  his  fulness  have  we  received,  even  grace  for 
grace.    Eph.  iiL  19.    In  whom  dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of 
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the  Gkxlhead  bodily.  Complement,  in  its  rigid  geometrical 
sense,  is  what  remains  of  any  quantity,  of  which  a  part 
has  been  taken,  as  of  ninety  degrees  after  any  arc  has 
been  subtracted,  e.  g.  thirty  degrees,  the  complement  is 
sixty.  It  so  happens  that  the  strict  definition  applies  ex- 
actly to  the  instance  in  verse  26th,  "  fulness  of  the  Gentiles." 
As  on  supposition  a  thousand  millions  were  the  full  number 
God  had  designed  should  come  in  before  the  restoration,  and 
one  hundred  millions  had  already  come  in,  then  nine  hun- 
dred millions  would  be  the  complement,  or  fulness.  When 
we  say  that  complement  is  the  usual  meaning  of  iFXnftn^  we 
do  not  intend  the  most  rigid  geometrical  sense,  but  the  some- 
what looser— /uS  quantity;  which  is  very  different  from 
abundance.  In  all  the  instances  cited  in  Schmidt's  Concord- 
ance, we  find  none  which  can  mean  abundance  simply. 
Every  one  means  either  full  quantity  or  full  number,  or  else 
that  which  is  wanting  to  make  up  the  full  quantity  or  num- 
ber. "  I  will  come  unto  you  in  the  fulness  of  the  blessings 
of  the  gospel  of  peace."  "  In  whom  dwelleth  all  the  fulness 
of  the  Godhead  bodily" — ^not  abundance  simply,  but  abso- 
lute fulness.  If  Paul  had  supposed  himself  standing  at  the 
very  beginning,  before  a  single  Gentile  had  come  in,  he 
might  have  used  the  same  language,  and  then  ^Xn^itftat  would 
have  been  the  full  number — the  thousand  millions,  as  in- 
stanced above,  and  not  nine  hundred  millions,  the  mathe- 
matical complement. 

2.  Because  abundance  is  a  relative  term.  K  compared 
with  the  number  of  Gentiles  for  eighteen  centuries  past,  who 
have  lived  and  died  unbelievers,  the  number  of  believing 
Gentiles  is  very  small ;  and  where  in  the  Bible  is  there  au- 
thority for  supposing  the  proportion  will  be  greatly  different 
up  to  the  time  of  the  restoration  ?  After  the  restoration 
there  will  indeed  be  abundance  compared  with  the  number 
of  those  who  had  perished  in  sin  previous  to  the  restoration, 
but  not  before.  There  is  no  propriety,  therefore,  in  s/iying, 
as  Professor  Stuart  does,  that  ^^now  an  abundance  of  Gen- 
tiles have  come  in,  and  may  we  not  hope  that  soon  a  copi- 
ousness, a  flrA^ATfui,  will  come  in  ?"  For  thus  there  is  no 
definiteness  to  the  idea.  We  might  as  well  say  that  a  thou- 
sand years  ago,  or  four  hundred  years  ago,  a  vXn^tffta  had 
come  in.    Certainly,  at  those  periods,  a  great  number  had 
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come  in — ^in  the  relative  sense  an  abundance.  But  the  res* 
toration  did  not  come,  it  has  not  yet  come,  nor  is  there  any 
future  time  when  it  could  be  expected,  if  9r?^miMM  and  abun- 
dance are  such  fluctuating,  illusory  terms.  What  is  abun- 
dance 7  Is  it  a  million,  or  a  hundre^l  millions,  or  a  thousand 
millions  ?  Unless  we  can  fathom  the  purposes  of  G-od,  and 
know  what  he  means  by  abundance,  the  language  furnishes 
us  with  no  guide,  and  therefore  irxn^mftM  cannot  mean  abun- 
dance simply,  according  to  any  estimate  we  may  make. 

8.  Because,  unless  there  be  some  limit  to  the  abundance 
that  shall  come  in  before  the  restoration,  there  will  be  no 
place  for  the  greater  blessings  consequent  to  the  Gentiles 
upon  Israel's  restoration.  These  blessings  are  to  be,  nume- 
rically and  extraordinarily,  "  as  life  from  the  dead''  to  the 
Gentiles — ^so  much  greater  that  the  former  things,  the  pre- 
vious gatherings,  shall  hardly  come  into  mind  or  be  re- 
membered. Such  must  be  the  intent  of  the  comparison. 
But  this  could  not  be  if  the  spiritual  resurrection  or  any- 
thing like  it  were  to  take  place  before  the  restoration.  There 
is,  therefore,  an  absolute  necessity  for  limiting  the  abundance, 
in  order  to  any  clear  apprehension  of  the  passage.  That 
limit,  known  only  to  God,  marks  the  5rA»^«r/ui,  it  bounds  the 
number  of  the  elect  church.  It  bounds  also  the  period  of 
the  present  economy. 

4.  Because  the  word  wxn^mfim  in  the  Greek  has  the  article 
before  it ;  t#  wXn^itftM  rm  i$fm,  the  fulness,  not  a  fulness  or  an 
abundance,  but  the'  precise  complement. 

For  these  reasons  we  aaj  fulness  in  verse  25th  means,  not 
abundance  simply,  but  complement,  the  filling  of  a  destined 
number  at  a  point  of  time  yet  future.  When  that  time  ar- 
rives, the  Jews  will  be  converted  in  a  body — "  and  so  all 
Israel  shall  be  saved."  That  also  will  be  tlie  undoubted 
signal  for  the  universal  conversion  of  the  Gentiles — the  sub- 
jects of  the  greater  blessings,  the  first  fruits  of  the  millen- 
nial age.  The  synopsis  of  the  verses  then  is  this.  The  fall 
and  dispersion  of  the  Jews  at  the  first  advent  was  the  occa- 
sion of  great  blessings  to  the  Gentiles,  by  opening  the  door 
of  the  gospel  to  them.  The  restoration  of  the  Jews  at  the 
second  advent  will  occasion  far  greater  blessings  to  the  Gen- 
tiles, even  as  life  from  the  dead  to  them.  Blindness,  in  part, 
has  happened  to  Israel ;  to  a  very  great  part  it  has  continued 
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eighteen  centaries ;  it  will  continue  till  the  destined  number 
of  Gentiles  be  come  iu.  Then  the  veil  will  be  removed,  the 
Gentiles  will  be  converted,  the  millennium  will  have  come.* 

We  proceed  next  to  offer  some  remarks  on  the  blindness 
spoken  of  in  verse  25th,  and  which  the  church  by  general 
consent  has  considered  judicial.  This  we  are  led  to  do  from 
the  manifest  tendency,  at  present,  to  impugn  this  old  and 
wide  spread  conviction. 

The  apostle  says,   "Blindness hath   happened 

unto  Israel."  How  did  it  happen  ?  By  chance  ?  Not  at  all. 
The  translation  is  unfortunate,  for  the  Greek  is  ytytn^  exists^ 
or  is  upon — no  tinge  of  the  idea  of  chance.  And  whence 
does  blindness  exist  in  the  mind  of  Israel?  By  God's  ap- 
pointment :  this  is  the  only  ultimate  answer.  Yet  in  say- 
ing so  we  exclude  not  their  own  voluntary  agency.  We  as- 
sert and  maintain  their  most  firee  cooperation  in  the  produc- 


*  Prof.  Stnart'e  interpretation  of  yerses  12th  and  15th  is  such  that  we  are 
doubtful  of  his  meaning.  But  if  we  nnderstand  him,  he  is  surely  wrong  in 
respect  to  yerse  15th,  and  inconsistent  with  himself. 

Ou  yerse  12tb,  he  says,  **The  sentiment  of  the  whole  is :  If  now  the  degra- 
dation and  punishment  of  the  Jews  for  their  unbelief  has  been  the  occasion 
of  rich  and  numerous  blessings  to  the  Gentiles ;  then  surely  their  restoration 
to  fayor,  their  full  reception,  will  redound  still  more  to  the  spiritual  riches  of 
the  world."  In  this  we  entirely  concur,  and  suppose  that  yerse  15  utters  the 
tame  sentiment  in  stronger  language.  In  this  we  were  confirmed  by  reading 
Prof.  Stuart's  paraphrase  of  the  yerse.  **  If  the  rejection  of  the  Jews  on 
account  of  their  unbelief,  has  been  the  occasion  of  reconciling  many  of  the 
Gentile  world  to  God,  what  shall  the  reception  of  them  back  to  the  diytne 
&yor  be,  but  as  it  were  a  general  (spiritual)  resurrection  !**  But  after  some 
criticism  on  ^uth  U  vupiaw  and  allusion  to  Ezekiel's  yalley  of  dry  bones^  we  are 
surprised  at  the  following  yariation  of  the  paraphrase,  "  What  shall  the 
T^aU^ti  of  the  Jews  be,  but  a  general  resurrection  of  them,  such  as  Ezekiel 
has  described,  «.«.  a  great^  general,  and  wonderful  conyersion  of  them  to 
CSiristianity !" — in  which  the  reference  of  them  can  be  no  other  than  to  the 
Jew9i  What  shall  the  reception  of  the  Jews  be,  but  life  from  the  dead,  to  the 
Jewt,  Or  to  repeat  the  whole  yerse — If  the  casting  away  of  the  Jews  be  the 
reconciling  of  the  Gentiles^  what  shall  the  reception  of  Uie  Jews  be^but  life 
from  the  dead  to  the  Jews? — in  which  the  antithesis  of  the  yerse  is  destroyed, 
and  also  the  concinnity  of  the  yerse  with  yerse  12th  marred.  Did  Prof. 
Stuart  mean  to  be  so  understood  ?  We  cannot  make  anything  else,  grammati- 
eally,  of  it  If  such  be  his  meaning  we  are  quite  sure  it  is  a  wrong  interpre- 
tation. And  the  two  paraphrases  seem  to  be  inconsistent  with  each  other. 
Moreoyer,  he  is  unique  in  his  opinion,  so  far  as  our  reading  of  Poole  and  later 
eommeniators  has  extended. 
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tion  of  this  blindness,  jast  as  much  as  we  do  of  any  other 
class  of  men  who  become  great  sinners ; — ^the  antedilavians, 
when  violence  filled  the  earth,  or  the  nations  after  the  flood, 
who  relapsed  into  idolatry.  There  is  no  special  occasion  of 
perplexing  this  subject  with  the  consistency  of  free  agency 
and  God's  sovereignty.  This  difficulty,  if  difficulty  it  be, 
meets  us  everywhere;  And  yet,  "  known  unto  God  are  all 
his  works  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  ;"  must  we  not 
add  also,  foreordained  7  If  in  the  first  age  of  the  new  dis- 
pensation "  the  people  of  Israel  were  gathered  together,  for 
to  do"  to  the  Lord  Jesus  whatsoever  God's  "  hand  and  coim- 
sel  determined  before  to  be  done,"  why  should  not  the  conti- 
nued rejection  of  him  for  eighteen  centuries,  be  referred  to 
the  same  hand  and  counsel? 

Christians  have  been  in  the  habit  of  calling  this  blindness 
of  the  Jews  b»  judicial  blindness.  It  is  true  the  term  judicial 
is  nowhere  found  in  the  Bible.  But  is  there  no  ground  for 
it?  Suppose  all  the  retributions  which  overtake  nations 
and  individuals  in  this  world  for  sin,  of  which  they  were 
forewarned,  are  in  some  sense  judicial — ^as  who  can  rea- 
sonably deny — ^are  not  the  retributions  which  have  over- 
taken the  Jews  of  so  marked  a  character,  do  not  they  stand 
out  so  pre-eminently  before  the  eyes  of  all  nations,  as  that 
their  blindness  may  be  called,  emphatically,  judicial;  so 
that  while  other  nations  suffer  for  their  sins  by  God's  ap- 
pointment, we  may  give  intensity  to  that  idea  in  the  case  of 
the  Jews,  by  applying  the  epithet  judicial  f  In  their  case, 
we  are  to  consider  the  superior  degree  of  light  they  pos- 
sessed and  resisted,  aggravating  their  criminality  above 
others.  We  are  also  to  consider  the  comminations  of 
Jehovah,  clearly  announced  through  the  Old  Testament, 
and  repeated  by  our  Saviour.    Let  us  glance  at  a  few : — 

Deut.  \v.  26.  "  I  call  heaven  and  earth  to  witness  against  you  this 
day,  that  ye  shall  soon  utterly  perish  from  off  the  land  wh«reunto  ye 
go  over  Jordan  to  possess  it ;  ye  shall  not  prolong  your  days  upon  it, 
but  shall  utterly  be  destroyed." 

27.  "  And  the  Lord  shall  scatter  you  among  the  nations,  and  ye 
shall  be  left  few  in  number  among  the  heathen,  whither  the  Lobd 
shall  lead  you." 

Jer.  ix.  15.  '*  Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of 
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Israel ;  Behold,  I  will  feed  them,  even  this  people  with  wormwood, 
and  give  them  water  of  gall  to  drink. 

16.  I  will  scatter  them  also  among  the  [heathen,  whom  neither 
they  nor  their  fathers  have  known :  and  I  will  send  a  sword  after 
them,  till  I  have  consumed  them." 

Ezek.  XX.  6.  *^  In  all  your  dwelling-places  the  cities  shall  be  laid 
waste,  and  the  high  places  shall  be  desolate ;  that  your  altars  may 
be  laid  waste  and  made  desolate,  and  your  idols  may  be  broken  and 
cease,  and  your  images  may  be  cut  down,  and  your  works  may  be 
abolished. 

7.  And  the  slain  shall  &11  in  the  midst  of  you,  and  ye  shall  know 
that  I  am  the  Lord. 

8.  Yet  will  I  leave  a  remnant,  that  ye  may  have  some  that  shall 
escape  the  sword  among  the  nations,  when  ye  shall  be  scattered 
through  the  countries. 

21.  Notwithstanding,  the  children  rebelled  against  me  :  they 
walked  not  in  my  statutes,  neither  kept  my  judgments  to  do  them, 
which  if  a  man  do,  he  shall  even  live  in  them :  they  polluted  my 
sabbaths:  then  I  said,  I  would  pour  out  my  fiiry  vpon  them,  to 
accomplish  my  anger  against  them  in  the  wilderness. 

22.  Nevertheless,  I  withdrew  my  hand,  and  wrought  for  my  name'a 
sake,  that  it  should  not  be  polluted  in  the  sight  of  the  heathen,  in 
whose  sight  I  brought  them  forth. 

28.'  I  lifted  up  my  hand  unto  them  also  in  the  wilderness,  that  I 
would  scatter  them  among  the  heathen,  and  disperse  them  throu^^ 
the  countries.'* 

Add  to  these  Christ's  words  oonoemiDg  Oapemaum, 
Bethsaida,  and  Cborazin — his  declaration,  ''  If  I  had  not 
come  and  spoken  unto  them,  they  had  not  had  sin;  but  now 
they  have  no  cloak  for  their  sin ;"  and  this,  ''  If  thej  do 
these  things  in  a  green  tree,  what  shall  be  done  in  the  dry  ?" 
And,  above  all,  the  imprecation  of  the  Jews  themselvei^ 
uttwed  by  their  highest  constituted  authorities.  "  Why  ? 
What  evil  hath  he  done?"  said  the  agitated  Pilate;  and 
taking  water,  he  washed  his  hands  before  them,  and  said, 
"  I  am  innocent  of  the  blood  of  this  just  person ;  see  ye  to 
it.  Then  answered  all  the  people,  and  said,  His  blood  be 
cm  us  and  on  our  children" — ^and  on  our  ghildren. 

Who  can  read  these  Uueatenings,  with  the  correlated  pny 
mises,  who  can  contemplate  the  dedaratioas  of  Cl^rist^  and 
the  awful  imprecation  at  th»  murderous  trial,  and  especially 

VOL.  VIL— NO.  n.  15 
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who  can  contemplate  the  history  of  Ihe  nation  for  eighteen 
centuries,  and  feel  that  the  epithet  judicial  is  not  justly 
applied  to  their  blindness  ?  No  nation  has  possessed  and 
resisted  such  light — not  the  descendants  of  Ishmael  or  Ham ; 
for  they  never  had  in  former  ages,  nor  have  they  now  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  nor  have  they,  in  any  such  sense  as  the 
Jews,  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory.  Their  blindness  is  not 
to  be  compared  with  the  blindness  of  the  Jews,  neither  the 
evils  they  have  suffered.  Have  not  the  Jews  possessed  the 
Scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament  all  along  down  ?  If  their 
copies  have  been  few,  they  have  yet  possessed  by  tradition 
the  main  facts  of  their  former  history,  with  the  principles 
involved. 

But  on  this  point,  why  need  we  travel  out  of  the  record 
of  this  very  chapter  ?  It  would  seem  as  if  the  apostle  had 
settled  it : — 

*' What  then?  Israel  hath  not  obtained  that  which  he  seeketh 
for ;  but  the  election  hath  obtained  it,  and  the  rest  were  blinded,'^ 
Rom.  xi.  7. 

And  when  the  question  is  raised,  by  whose  agency  were 
they  blinded ;  or  if  any  prefer,  by  whose  agency  were  they 
permitted  to  blind  themselves  ?  The  answer  plainly  is :  God 
blinded  them,  or  permitted  them  to  blind  themselves.  For 
the  apostle  immediately  shows  what  his  own  opinion  was, 
by  the  quotations  he  makes  from  Deuteronomy  and  the 
Psalms: — 

"  According  as  it  is  writieo,  God  hath  given  them  the  spirit  of 
slumber,  eyes  that  they  should  not  see,  and  ears  that  they  should 
not  hear ;  unto  this  day.  And  David  saith,  Let  their  table  be  made 
a  snare,  and  a  trap,  and  a  stambHng4>lock,  and  a  recompense  unto 
them :  Let  their  eyes  be  darkened,  that  they  may  not  see,  and  bow 
down  their  back  always,"  Rom.  xi.  8-^10. 

Prof  Stuart,  in  commenting  on  this  latter  quotation, 
Temarks: — "It  is  enough  to  say  at  present,  that  the  apos- 
tle, in  making  this  quotation,  need  not  be  supposed  to 
design  anything  more  than  to  produce  an  instance  from  the 
Psalms,  where  the  same  prindph  is  develc^d  as  contained 
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in  the  assertions  which  he  had  made,  t.  e.  the  ancient  Scrip- 
tures speak  of  a  part  of  Israel  as  blind  and  deaf,  as  in  deep 
distress,  and  under  heavy  punishment  because  of  their  un- 
belief and  disobedience.  What  happened  in  ancient  times 
may  take  place  again  ;  it  has,  in  fact,  happened  at  the  pre- 
sent time."*  Evidently,  from  the  quotations,  the  apostle 
intended  to  give  the  idea  of  a  judicial  blindness,  not  a  judi- 
cial punishment  merely,  but  a  judicial  blindness  and  punish- 
ment. 

This  is  still  further  evident  from  the  following  view, 
where  the  apostle  unfolds  the  reason  of  the  divine  adminis- 
tration. He  declares  that  the  stumbling  of  Israel  was  not 
intended  by  God  to  extend  to  an  entire  and  hopeless  fall — 
from  whence  they  should  never  recover.  On  the  contrary, 
the  design  was  that,  by  occasion  of  it,  salvation  might  come 
— the  door  of  the  gospel  might  be  opened  to  the  Gentiles. 
"I  say,  then,  have  they  stumbled  that  they  should  fall 
(irrecoverably)  ?  God  forbid ;  but  rather  through  their  fall 
salvation  is  come  to  the  Gentiles."  This  surely  recognises 
a  special  agency  of  God  for  a  special  purpose.  And  we  can- 
not see  why  the  whole  divine  procedure  should  not  be 
called  judicial. 

It  may  be  urged  here  as  a  further  reason  that  the  gospel 
was  fairly  offered  to  the  Jews — was  pressed  upon  them  in 
all  paternal  kindness  on  the  part  of  God,  and  in  all  fraternal 
kindness  on  the  part  of  his  messengers,  Christ  and  the 
apostles. 

"•  0  Jerusalem  I  Jerusalem !  .  .  .  how  often  would  I  have  gathered 
thy  children  together  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her 
wings,  and  ye  would  not,"  Matt,  xxiii.  37, 

^  And  that  repentance  and  remission  of  sins  should  be  preached 
in  his  name  among  all  nations,  beginning  at  JerusaleuQ,"  Luke 
xiiT.  47. 

"  But  when  the  Jews  saw  the  multitudes,  they  were  filled  with 
envy,  and  spake  against  those  things  which  were  spoken  by  Paul, 
contradicting  and  blaspheming.  Then  Paul  and  Barnabas  waxed 
bold,  and  said.  It  was  necessary  that  the  word  of  God  should  first 
have  been  spoken  to  you  :  but  seeing  ye  put  it  from  you,  and  judge 


•  Ck)m.  in  loco. 
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jonrselvee  unworthy  of  evei^astiDg  life,  lo,  we  turn  to  the  GentOes," 
Acts  ziii.  45-46. 

"  And  when  they  agreed  not  among  themselvea,  they  departed, 
after  that  Paul  had  spoken  one  word,  Well  spake  the  Holy  Ghost 
hy  Esaias  the  prophet  unto  our  fathers,  saying,  Go  unto  this  people, 
and  say,  Hearing  ye  shall  hear,  and  shall  not  understand  ;  and  seeing 
ye  shall  see,  and  not  perceive.  For  the  heart  of  this  people  is  waxed 
gross,  and  their  ears  are  dull  of  hearing,  and  their  eyes  haye  they 
closed ;  lest  they  should  see  with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with  their 
ears,  and  understand  with  their  heart,  and  should  he  converted,  and 
I  should  heal  them.  Be  it  known,  Uierefore,  unto  you,  that  the 
salvation  of  God  is  sent  unto  the  Gentiles,  and  that  tiiey  will  hear 
it,**  Acts  xxvili.  26-28. 


This  favor,  of  having  the  gospel  first  preached  to  them, 
the  Jews  could  not  claim,  in  the  remembrance  of  their 
awful  guilt.  How  exceedingly  was  that  guilt  enhanced 
when,  after  the  demonstrations  at  the  day  of  Pentecost,  and 
the  faithful  and  affectionate  labors  of  the  apostles  in  preach- 
ing the  gospel  to  them,  they  perseveringly  thrust  it  away. 
Did  not  Paul — when  in  the  course  of  his  mission  at  Borne 
he  quoted  Isaiah  to  them — believe  the  blinding  was  judi- 
cial ?  No  language  could  express  that  idea  more  directly 
and  perspicuously  than  Isaiah's,  and  never  was  a  quotation 
made  more  aptly,  and  never  was  a  prophecy  fulfilled  more 
to  the  letter. 

Yet  it  is  said  there  are  no  peculiar  obstacles  which  oppose 
the  conversion  of  the  Jews  more  than  in  the  case  of  other 
nations,  e.  g.  the  Ishmaelites,  the  Hamites,  or  any  heathen 
people  I  To  such  an  assertion  we  are  strongly  inclined  to 
say,  "credat  Judseus,  non  ego."  For  what  are  the  facts? 
The  Jews  have  been  scattered  among  all  Christian  nations 
for  centuries,  with  access  to  their  literature,  and  with  the 
good  influences  of  the  Christian  spirit  to  a  considerable 
extent  before  their  eyes,  and  conversions  have  been  exceed- 
ingly rare.  "  But  they  have  been  persecuted  and  repellei" 
So  have  the  descendants  of  Ham,  and  these  have  been  con- 
verted  in  great  numbers,  even  under  the  iron  heel  of  oppres- 
sion. Suppose  the  Turks  and  Arabs  were  distributed  all 
over  our  country  as  the  Irish  are,  without  a  government  and 
without  power;  is  there  no,  ground  to  believe  they  would  be 
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oosverted  firom  theiv  Islamism?  One  grand  reaeoft  of  the 
8ter&  sway  of  that  enror  is  the  consolidated  state  of  the 
people,  and  the  great  central  power  at  Constantinople  and 
the  capital  of  Persia.  Destroy  these,  and  let  the  people  be 
scattered  all  over  the  world,  and  the  dogmas  and  the  influ- 
aice  of  the  Prophet  would  soon  give  way.  On  the  other 
hand,  let  the  Jews  be  collected  agaiii  in  Jerusalem  and 
Palestine,  with  the  temporal  power  of  six  or  eight  millions 
of  people  under  a  government;  and  without  extraordinary 
influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  such  as  the  Vorld  has  never 
yet  witoessed,  we  should  expect  their  obstinacy  to  be 
increased,  and  their  conversion  a  bundre^  fold  more  diffi- 
cult If  scattered  over  the  world  tl^ir  bJin^ness  remains ; 
consolidated,  it  would  augment  3^^  In  existing  circum- 
stances^ the  &ct  is  notorious,  and  we  should  have  said  unde- 
niable, that  the  Jews  are  the  most  inaccessible  to  Christian 
influences  of  any  people  in  the  world — which  we  attribute 
to  a  judicial  blindness.  If,  now,  persecution  be  assigned  as  a 
reason  for  that  blindness,  why  are  we  not  justified  in  saying, 
the  persecution  is  also  by  divine  appointment  ?  '*  Ye  shall 
become  a  hissing  and  a  bye-word  among  all  nations." 

•*  Blindness,  in  pari,  hath  happened  unto  Israel."  How 
great  a  port  ?  ^e  apostle  of  course  spoke  of  his  own  time ; 
but  the  history  of  that  time — ^that  is,  from  the  day  of  Pente- 
cost to  the  time  when  he  wrote — as  we  gather  from  the  Acts 
and  the  Epistles,  shows  that  that  part  was  a  very  large  part 
It  is  true  the  Spirit  was  poured  out  on  Jews  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost,  that  there  were  Jewish  converts  in  all  the  Chris- 
tian churches,  and  that  probably  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews 
was  addressed  to  a  church  composed  of  Jewish  converts. 
But  when  we  contemplate  the  rancor  of  the  natives  generally 
towards  the  apostles,  and  especially  Paul,  we  are  forced  to 
the  conclusion  that  «ir#  i^ifi$iH,  in  part,  means  a  very  large 
part — the  scattered  exceptions  being,  as  it  were,  a  drop  in 
the  bucket  The  great,  the  overwhelming  body  of  the  nation 
rejected  Christ  We  cannot  accede  to  the  remark,  "It  is 
worthy  of  especial  notice,  that  at  the  very  time  he  (Paul) 
admits  their  blindness  in  part,  the  principal  success  of  the 
gospel  was  among  the  Jews."*    The  success  at  first,  "  be- 

•  BCiBsionaxy  Herald,  March,  1849,  p.  lOL 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


280        An  Exposition  of  Homams  XL  12,  15,  26.      [Oct 

ginning  at  Jerpsalem,"  was  of  course  greatest  among  Jews, 
but  from  that  time  the  proportion  of  Jewish  to  Gentile  con- 
yerts  diminished.  And  had  there  been  but  half,  or  the  tenth 
p^rt  as  many,  it  would  have  been  enough  for  the  apostle's 
argument. 

Professor  Stuart  presents  the  case  in  a  just  light  "  The 
Jews  are  one  to  the  present  hour ;  one  nation  separate  from 
all  others  as  reajly  as  when  they  had  exclusive  occupation 
of  Palestine ;  one  in  religion,  one  in  unbelief  with  regard  to 
Christianity.  That  a  few  individuals  are  of  a  diflferent  cha- 
racter, and  have  been  in  every  age  since  the  commencement 
of  the  Christian  ^ra,  abates  nothing  from  the  force  of  this 
general  remark.  The  apo$tle  himself  has  reference  to  excep- 
tions somewhat  numerous,  which  existed  in  his  time,  when 
he  says  in  our  text, ''Blindness,  in  part,  is  happened  to 
Israel.'  The  expression  is  kind,  and  sparing  to  the  Jews. 
He  means  to  say  that  he  does  not  accuse  all  of  them  without 
discrimination ;  for  some  there  were  who,  like  himself,  were 
true  believers  in  Christ  In  later  ages  this  n^mber  was 
greatly  diminished.  It  has  remained  exceedingly  small 
down  to  the  present  hour.  There  are  now  some  conspicuous . 
exceptions,  indeed,  in  regard  to  unbelief;  but  at  the  present 
time  there  are  not  enough  justly  to  apply  to  the  Jewish 
nation  the  saving  exception  which  the  apostle  designs  to 
indicate,  when  he  says  that  'blindness,  in  part,  is  happened 
to  Israel."'* 

In  accordance  with  this,  the  writer  of  "  Missionary  Tract^ 
Na  3,  New  Series,"  published  by  the  American  Board  of 
Qommissioners  of  Foreign  Missions,  estimating  the  Jews  at. 
three  millions,  says^  "  the  converts  in  Europe  are  reckoned 
at  four  thousand."  And  these,  we  presume,  embrace  very 
nearly  all  the  converts  in  the  world.  In  view,  therefore,  of 
history  and  acknowledged  facts,  it  strikes  us  as  remarkable 
tp  hear  it  asserted,  "  The  obstacles  to  the  success  of  missions 
tp  the  Jews  are  not  by  any  means  so  peculiar  or  so  compa- 
ratively great  as  has  generally  been  supposed."f  We  da. 
not  think  it  has  generally  been  supposed  that  missions  to  the 


•  Sermon— Ordination  of  the  Rey.  W.  G.  Schauffler,  page  ^, 
t  Miaeionary  Herald,  April,  1849,  p.  101. 
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Jews  would  be  fruitless.  Now,  as  formerly,  a  remnant  is 
found  to  listen  to  tbe  gospel,  and  are  saved.  But  the  eflfbrts 
of  all  Protestant  missionary  societies  in  their  behalf  for  the 
present  century,  have  most  certainly  demonstrated  peculiar 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  making  an  impression  on  them — 
showing  the  obstacles  to  success  as  great  "  as  has  generally  . 
been  supposed." 

In  view  also  of  Rom.  xi.,  the  following  passage  from  the 
same  page  of  the  Missionary  Herald  as  that  last  quoted, 
strikes  us  with  some  amazement. 

"  The  idea  so  commonly  prevalent,  that  a  jitdicial  blind- 
ness has  come  upon  Israel,  in  consequence  of  their  cruci- 
fixion of  the  Son  of  God,  precluding  their  conversion  as  a 
people,  until  the  arrival  of  some  great  prophetic  era  and 
peculiar  divine  interposition,  seems  to  have  no  proper  scrip- 
ture warrant.  The  apostle  Paul  speaks  only  of  their  being 
blinded  in  part,  and  protests  that  only  some  of  the  branches 
have  been  broken  off,  and  that  they  are  not  cast  away,  as  a 
people ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  especial  notice,  that,  at  the  very 
time  he  admits  their  blindness  in  pari,  the  principal  success  of 
the  gospel  was  among  the  Jewish  people.  He  could  have 
meant  no  more  than  that,  though  they  had  been  God's  pecu- 
liar people,  and  fevored  beyond  all  others  with  light  and 
knowledge  from  heaven,  they  had  fallen  into  the  same  blind- 
ness with  the  rest  of  mankind  j-  but  that  whenever  the  rest 
of  the  world  should  embrace  the  gospel  and  come  into  the 
kingdom,  the  Jews  would  do  the  same." 

On  this  our  first  remark  is,  we  are  at  issue  on  the  question 
whether  or  not  there  is  a  prophetic  era  before  which  the  Jews 
as  a  people  will  not  be  converted.  We  affirm  there  is.  The 
writer,  if  we  understand  him,  denies.  We  urge  our  interpre- 
tation of  verse  25.  "  Blindness  in  part  is  happened  to  Israel 
until  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in."  Is  not  here  an 
era  (more  properly  an  epoch)  before  which  the  blindness 
will  not  be  removed?  Most  certainly.  What  is  it?  It  is 
the  time  when  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  shall  have  come  in. 
And  what  is  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  ?  Complement  we  say — 
that  number  which  God  has  ordained,  which  has  been 
making  up  ever  since  the  door  of  the  gospel  was  opened  to 
the  Gentiles,  and  will  be  completed  in  God's  own  time.  It 
is  not  the  great  ingathering — the  "  life  from  the  dead,"  conse. 
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quent  oa  the  receiving  back  of  the  Jews.  The  writer  seems 
to  confound  two  things,  viz.  fulness  of  the  Jews,  and  fulness 
of  the  Oentiles;  or  if  he  does  not  confound  them,  he  makes 
them  both  the  same  sort  of  fulness — the  same  in  respect  to 
universality.  We  contend  there  is  a  heaven-wide  dififer- 
enoe.  Fulness  of  the  Jews,  "  how  much  more  their  fulness," 
is  indeed  universal,  at  least  general, — their  conversion  as  a 
people ;  but  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  in  verse  25th,  is  not  uni- 
versal or  general,  for  the  reason  we  stated ;  that  if  it  were, 
thei4  would  be  no  room  for  those  gi-eater  blessings,  that 
"life  from  the  dead,"  spoken  of  in  verse  15th.  Verse  25th 
does,  therefore,  mark  an  epoch  before  which  the  Jews  wiU 
not  be  converted  as  a  people ;  and  the  proper  scripture  war- 
rant is  the  true  interpretation  of  the  three  verses  under  con- 
sideration. 

Our  second  remark  is,  that  the  writer's  reasoning  to  show 
that  there  is  no  such  epoch  is  inconsequent  What  if  the 
apostle  does  speak  only  of  their  being  blinded  in  part,  and 
protest  that  only  some  of  the  branches  were  broken  off,  and 
that  they  are  not  cast  away  as  a  people ;  may  they  not  be 
blinded  in  part  until  a  certain  time,  when  the  blindness  shall 
be  removed  from  the  whole?  And  may  not  some  of  the 
branches  be  broken  off  until  a  certain  time  when  they  shall 
be  grafted  in  again  ?  And  may  they  not  be  cast  away  as  a 
people  for  a  certain  period,  at  the  close  of  which  their  resto- 
ration (fulness)  as  'a  people  shall  take  place  ?  It  seems  to  ns 
that  these  latter  conditions  are  just  what  the  apostle  implies, 
and  that  the  writer  adduces  the  partial  blindness  and  exci- 
sion and  the  non-casting  away  to  no  purpose,  to  disprove  a 
great  prophetic  era  before  which  the  Jews  will  not  be 
converted. 

Our  third  remark  is,  that  the  writer's  conclusion  in  the 
passage  quoted  above,  begs  the  entire  question  on  the  mean- 
ing of  verse  25th.  He  says,  "  The  apostle  Paul  could  have 
meant  no  more  than  that,  ....  whenever  the  rest  of 
the  world  should  embrace  the  gospel  and  come  into  the  king- 
dom, the  Jews  would  do  the  same."  We  say  the  apostle 
meant  directly  the  contrary,— that  whenever  the  Jews  should 
embrace  the  gospel,  and  come  into  the  kingdom,  the  rest  of 
the  world  would  do  the  same.  ''  Blindness  ....  to 
Israel,  until  the  fulness" — ^the  destined  number — "of  the 
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Ctentiles  be  come  in ;"  then  the  Jews  shall  be  converted  as 
t  people.  When  this  latter  occurs,  the  rest  of  the  world 
will  be  converted.  *'  What  shall  the  receiving  of  them" — 
the  Jews — "  be,  but  life  fh>m  the  dead"  to  the  Gentiles? 

There  is,  then,  some  great  prophetic  era  and  peculiar 
divine  interposition  awaiting,  before  which  the  Jews  will 
not  be  converted  as  a  people.  That  they  will  be  converted 
in  part — a  small  part — exception  wise,  as  they  have  all 
along  since  the  days  of  the  apostle,  we  have  no  doubt,  and 
even  more,  in  some  proportion  to  the  means  used ;  but,  as  a 
people,  they  will  not  be  converted  until  the  prophetic  era 
arrives. 

In  support  of  this  condusion,  we  cannot  help  adducing 
here  the  passage  in  Luke  xxi.  24 : — 

"And  they  shall  M  by  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  shall  be 
kd  away  captive  into  all  nadens :  and  J^usalem  shall  be  trodden 
down  of  the  Gentiles,  until  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  ^all  be  ful- 
filled." 

Perhaps  no  passage  has  been  more  tortured  by  commen- 
tators than  this.  Bosenmuller  says  it  means,  end  of  the 
world,  when  nations  shall  be  no  more.  Lightfoot  says  it 
must  be  limited  to  the  generation  or  two  whom  Christ 
addressed,  because  of  verse  82,  "  Verily  I  say  unto  you, 
This  generation  shall  not  pass  away,  till  all  be  fulfilled." 
Others  limit  it  to  the  time  of  Constantino.  Others,  other- 
wise. 
I  EosenmuUer's  opinion  we  utterly  reject.    Jerusalem,  in 

f  any  sense,  is  not  to  be  always  trodden  down.    Dr.  Light- 

I  foot's  interpretation  (and  with  him  Dr.  Eobinson  mainly 

^  coincides)  is  untenable  on  his  own  premises.    Por  suppose  the 

destruction,  the  distress,  and  the  dispersion  to  occur  during 
the  life  of  that  generation,  what  shall  be  said  of  the  prolon- 
gation of  that  dispersion — ^the  &cts  of  eighteen  centuries? 
Does  Christ  mean,  Jerusalem  shall  be  trodden  down  of 
those  Gentiles  only — Titus,  Domitian,  Trajan — until  built 
up  by  Adrian  as  Elia,  or  possessed  by  Constantino  when  the 
empire  became  Christian?  It  is  absurd.  Jerusalem,  in 
every  sense,  has  been  trodden  down  of  the  Gentiles  until 
this  day.    And  though  it  were  granted  that  Christ's  words, 
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I  in  Luke  xxi.  5-36,  and  in  Matt.  xxiv.  1*43,  related  only  to 
the  commencement  of  the  desolation  and  dispersion,  and 
thus  were  qualified  by  the  verse,  "  This  generation  shall  not 
pass  away,"  Ac. ;  still  in  view  of  the  aictual  treading  down 
thus  long,  it  is  the  height  of  absurdity  to  say,  the  qualifica- 
tion of  the  verse  extends  to  the  prolongation.  This  genera- 
tion shall  not  pass  away  till  Jerusalem  has  been  trodden 
down  of  the  Gentiles  eighteen  centuries  1 1 

'^Axfi  '^xyiift^STt  iMtf)  ihm^  in  Luke,  we  consider  the  equi- 
valent of  f^xftf  ov  TO  w?iiifitf4M  rSf  IMt  iiWa^  in  Romans. 

"  Until  .the  times  of  the  (Jentiles  be  fulfilled"  (Luke)* 

"  Until  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in"  (Rom.). 

Jerusalem  has  been  trodden  down  of  the  Gentiles  for 
eighteen  centuries.  God  has  been  "  taking  out  from  the 
Gentiles  a  people  for  his  name"  during  the  same  period. 
We  believe  he  will  continue  to  "  take  ou£^  until  the  full 
number  is  completed,  and  that  that  completion  is  a  common 
measure  with  the  treading  down  of  Jerusalem;  in  other 
words,  a  great  prophetic  era  before  the  completion  of  which 
the  Jews  will  not  be  converted  as  a  people.  We  do  not 
now  agitate  the  question  whether  the  Jews  will  literally 
return  to  Jerusalem.  They  may  or  may  not;  but  rejecting 
the  hypothesis  that  they  will,  then  Jerusalem,  spiritually, 
will  be  built  up,  or  cease  to  be  trodden  down  of  the  Gen- 
tiles— that  is,  the  Jews  will  be  converted,  when  the  fulness 
of  the  Gentiles  shall  have  come  in  (Romans) ;  when  the  times 
of  the  Gentiles  are  fulfilled  (Luke). 

In  this  connexion  we  also  invite  attention  to  the  passage 
in  Acts  XV.  14r-17 : — 

"  Simeon  hath  declared  how  God  at  the  first  did  visit  the  Gentiles, 
to  take  out  of  them  (Xaj^SM/  ^|  ^dvwv,  take  out,  select — not  the 
whole)  a  people  for  his  name.  And  to  this  agree  the  words  of  the 
prophets ;  as  it  is  written,  After  this  I  will  return,  and  will  build 
again  the  tabernacle  of  David  which  is  fallen  down ;  and  I  will  build 
again  the  ruin^  thereof,  and  I  will  set  it  up :  That  the  residue  of 
men  might  seek  after  the  Lord,  and  all  the  Gentiles  upon  whom 
my  name  is  called,  saith  the  Lord,  who  doeth  all  these  things." 

The  apostle  quotes  ad  sensum,  following  neither  the 
Hebrew  nor  the  Septuagint,  and  criticism  may  raise  ques- 
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tions.  Yet  we  are  struck  witli  the  occasion  and  application 
of  the  quotation.  Petet  declares  the  design  and  issue  of  his 
mission,  to  select  from  the  Gentiles  *'  a  people  for  his  nam^." 
This  selection  has  been  going  on  ever  since ;  for  at  no  time, 
manifestly,  has  there  been  a  universal  gathering  from  any 
nation,  tribe,  or  kindred.  Does  this  mean  the  full  number^ 
the  destined  complement  of  which  Paul  speaks? — "And  to 
this  agree  the  words  of  the  prophets :  as  it  is  written,  After 
this  (selection  has  been  made)  I  will  return,"  and  rebuild 
dilapidated  Jerusalem  (fulness  of  the  Jews  ?  Eom  xi.  12). 
For  what  purpose?  "That  the  residue  of  men  might  seek' 
after  the  Lord,  and  all  the  Gentiles  upon  whom  my  name  is 
called."  Does  this  mean  the  greater  blessings  (Rom.  xi.  15), 
the  great  ingathering,  consequent  on  the  receiving  back  of 
the  Jews,  that  shall  so  much  exceed  the  complement  of 
verse  25th,  as  to  justify  the  comparison,  "life  from  the> 
dead  ?"    Let  us  lay  the  passages  together  :— 

*'  Now,  if  the  fall  of  them  he  the  riches  of  the  world,  and  the  dimi- 
nishing of  them  the  riches  of  the  Gentiles ;  how  much  more  their 
fblness  ?  .  .  .  .  For  if  the  casting  away  of  them  6«  the  reconciling 
of  the  world,  what  shall  the  receiving  of  them  be,  but  life  from  the 
dead  ?  .  .  .  .  For  I  would  not,  brethren,  that  ye  should  be  igno- 
rant of  this  mystery  (lest  ye  should  be  wise  in  your  own  conceits), 
that  blindness  in  part  is  happened  to  Israel,  until  the  fulness  of  the 
(Jentiles  be  come  in." 

That  is : — The  fall  of  the  Jews  occasions  great  blessings  to 
the  Gentiles.  Their  fulness — reinstating — will  occasion 
much  greater.  If  the  rejection  of  the  Jews  open  the  door  of 
the  gospel  to  the  Gentiles,  what  shall  the  reception  of  the  Jews 
be,  but  life  from  the  dead  to  the  Gentiles  ?  Blindness  is  on 
Israel  in  part,  but  only  till  the  destined  complement  of  the 
Gentiles  is  made  up.    Let  us  now  look  at  the  other  passage. 

I  "Simeon  hath  declared  how  God  at  the  first  did  visit  the  Gentiles, 
to  take  out  of  them  a  people  for  liis  name.  And  to  this  agree  the 
words  of  the  prophets ;  as  it  is  written,  After  this  I' will  return;  and 
will  build  again  the  tabernacle  of  David  which  is  fallen  down;  and 
I  will  build  again  the  ruins  thereof,  and  I  will  set  it  up :  That  the 
residue  of  men  might  seek  afler  the  Lord,  and  all  the  Gentiles, 
Upon  whom  my  name  is  called,  saith  the  Lord,  who  doeth  all  these 
things." 
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That  is : — The  providenoe  of  God  is  raanifested  in  selecting 
from  the  Gentiles  a  people  to  be  saved.  The  word  of  pro- 
phecy concurs  with  the  manifestations  of  providence;  for, 
reoogmsing  this  gracious  visitatioa  of  the  Gentiles  and  jndi* 
oial  rejection  of  the  Jews^  it  dedares  that  after  the  selection, 
has  been  made,  God  will  return  and  reinstate  the  Jews; 
Also,  God's  farther  purpose — that  the  residue  of  men,  evtta 
all  the  Gentiles,  may  seek  after  the  Lord  and  be  saved. 

It  seems  to  us  these  two  passages  contemplate  the 
same  events  in  a  similar  order,  and  that  thej  clearly 
indicate  a  great  prophetic  era,  and  special  divine  inters 
position,  before  which  the  Jews  will  not  be  converted  as  a 
people. 

Bo  we  then  oppose  missions  to  the  Jews,  or  Christian 
effort  for  their  conversion  ?  By  no  means.  God  speed  to 
evwy  missionary  effort  judiciously  directed,  whether  of  the 
Anferican  Board,  or  of  the  American  Society  for  meliorat- 
ing the  condition  of  the  Jews.  "  But,  if  the  Jews  are  not 
to  be  converted  till  the  arrival  of  some  great  prophetic  era?" 
Most  certainly.  God  will  give  his  own  measure  of  success, 
and  that  should  be  sufficient  stimulus  for  us.  What — shall 
we  not  labor  for  the  Jews,  when  the  Scripture  says  Israel 
is  blinded  but  in  part?  We  may  sympathize  with  the 
afflictions  of  the  Jews,  and  mourn  over  their  blindness,'  and 
labor  for  its  removal,  holding  the  interpretation  we  do,  aa 
much  as  those  who  hold  contrary  views.  For  whether  the 
prophetic  era  and  special  divine  interposition  shall  be  with 
miraculous  accompaniments  or  not,  we  have  no  idea  God 
will  dispense  with  the  co-operation  of  his  church  during  the 
interval.  The  path  of  duty  is  not  affiected  by  such  a  consi- 
deration-now,  any  more  than  in  the  time  of  Paul.  "Even 
now  there  is  a  remnant,  according  to  the  election  of  grace." 
"We  believe  that  remnant  will  appear  in  greater  number, 
according  as  greater  efforts  are  used  by  the  Christian 
church.  But  we  are  not  to  close  our  eyes  to  the  meaning 
of  the  Scriptures  through  any  exuberance  of  hope,  or  fond 
attachment  to  a  theory  not  well  grounded,  or  by  any 
jpoanantic  views  of  the  missionary  work.  Especially  we  are 
not  to  say,  if  such  be  the  meaning  of  the  Scriptures,  let 
God  take  care  of  his  own  purposes — ^I  will  never  lifl  another 
finger  in  the  missionary  work.    God  preserve  us  from  such 
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a  spirit,  lest,  like  Jonab,  we  be  swallowed  up  without  the 
grace  of  repeatance  and  escape. 

It  is  with  pain  we  have  read  the  BtatemcBts  in  Missionary 
Tract  No.  S,  and  Missionary  Herald  No.  101,  above  referred 
to.  We  believe  they  go  npon  an  entire  misapprehension  of 
tiie  passage  in  Bomans  xi.  And  it  is  with  feelings  lor 
other  than  what  we  fear  will  be  imptrted,  that  we  have  ven- 
tured on  an  examination  of  that  passage.  We  would  know 
the  truth/fearless  of  any  apprehension  that  the  truth  will 
repress  any  Christian  effort  for  the  conversion  of  either  S<m 
Gt  Gentile. 


Aet.  in.— The  Pabables  op  the  New  TESTAMEi«r. 

BY  THE  EDITOB. 

The  Parables  of  our  Lord  comprise  an  important  part  of 
the  information  that  is  given  us  in  the  New  Testament,  res- 
pecting the  nature  of  his  kingdom  on  the  earth,  the  great 
characteristics  that  are  to  mark  it  under  the  administration 
he  is  now  exercising,  and  the  new  dispensation  under  which 
it  is  to  be  placed,  and  the  new  form  it  is  to  assume,  at  hk 
second  coming.  And  they  are,  in  other  respects,  among 
the  most  attractive  of  his  discourses;  displaying,  in  an 
eminent  measure,  the  truth  of  conception,  the  beauty  of 
taste,  and  the  all  comprehensive  knowledge,  that  shine,  like 
the  glow  of  noon-day,  in  all  his  teachings.  Like  paintings 
wrought  by  great  artists,  of  well  known  historical  scries, 
iImfj  are  easily  intelligible  in  their  main  points,  to  every 
class  of  readers  who  careftilly  contemplate  them ;  while  they 
involve  a  comprehensiveness  of  views  and  a  depth  of  wisdom, 
which  the  greatest  and  wisest  are  never  able  ftilly  to  grasp. 

We  propose  to  point  out  the  principle  on  which  they  are 
employed,  to  distinguish  the  dasses  of  which  they  consist, 
to  give  the  rules  by  which  they  are  to  be  expounded,  and  to 
exemplify  them  by  interpretations  of  a  portion  of  them  and 
perhaps  of  the  whole. 

The  term  parable,  in  Gre^  m^'^I^}  literally  signifieaB 
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putting  side  by  side ;  and  iu .  discourse,  denotes  the  putting 
of  men  or  things  of  one  sphere  of  life  or  nature,  by  the  side 
of  God,  Christ,  or  usually  men,  in  another,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  comparison,  contrast,  or  illustration.  The  agents  and 
objects  that  are  used  for  exemplification,  though  usually  fic- 
titious, are  always  taken  from  the  sphere  of  nature,  and  the 
conditions  and  acts  ascribed  to  them,  are  such  as  are  proper 
to  them ;  while  the  acts  which  they  are  employed  to  repre- 
B&nt  or  illustrate,  are  usually  those  of  God  in  his  relations  to 
men  as  moral  governor,  or  of  men  in  their  relations  to  him 
as  the  subjects  of  his  law.  Thus  in  the  first  parable,  Matt 
vii.  24-29,  the  wise  man  who  built  his  house  upon  a  rock, 
though  fictitious,  is  taken  from  the  sphere  of  nature,  or 
from  men  in  the  material  arts  of  this  world,  and  the  acts  as- 
cribed to  him,  are  appropriate  to  him  as  a  wise  human  being 
in  that  sphere ;  while  the  man  whom  he  is  employed  to  illus- 
trate, is  taken  from  men  in  their  religious  sphere,  or  their  re- 
lations to  God  as  subjects  of  his  moral  government.  In  like 
manner,  the  foolish  man  who  built  his  house  upon  the  sand, 
is  taken  from  men  in  the  sphere  of  the  mechanical. arts,  while 
tiie  man  whom  he  exemplifies  belongs  to  men  in  their  reli- 
gious relations  to  God. 

The  first  great  characteristic  of  the  parable  thus  is,  that  it 
employs  agents,  objects,  conditions,  acts,  and  effects,  in  one 
sphere  of  nature  or  life,  to  illustrate  and  represent  intelli- 
gences and  their  conditions  and  acta  in  another  sphere. 

The.  next  great  characteristic  is,  that  the  agents  that  are 
used  as  representatives,  always  stand  for  agents  in  the  sphere 
which  they  are  employed  to  illustrate,  acts  stand  for  acts, 
effects  for  effects,  and  conditions  for  conditions. 

And  thirdly,  an  intelligent  and  living  agent  always  repre- 
sents, or  is  the  counterpart  of  an  intelligence  in  the  sphere 
that  is  exemplified ; — sometimes  God,  sometimes  Christ,  but 
most  usually  man  or  men.  This  is  seen  from  the  parable  of 
the  householder  that  planted  and  let  a  vineyard — who  repre- 
sents God — Matt.  xxi.  33-44,  while  his  son  represents 
Christ,  and  the  hirers  of  the  vineyard  who  defraud  the 
owner  and  kill  his  son,  represent  the  Jewish  priests  and  ru- 
lers: and  from  the  parable  of  the  sower,  in  which  the  sower, 
a  man  taken  from  the  sphere  of  husbandry,  represents  men  in 
the  ministry  of  the  gospel;  and  the  fowls — agents  from  the 
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animal  world,  stand  for  devils  who  act  against  men  in  the 
sphere  of  religion :  in  the  parable  or  allegory  of  the  vine- 
yard also,  Isaiah  v.  1-7,  in  which  the  husbandman  represents 
Jehovah  of  hosts,  and  the  vineyard  the  house  of  Israel ;  and 
the  allegory  Psalm  Ixxx.  8-19,  in  which  Jehovah  himself 
is  the  planter  of  the  vine,  the  vine  represents  the  people  of 
Israel,  and  the  boar  out  of  the  wood,  and  wild  beast  of  the 
field  that  destroyed  it,  the  Assyrians,  Babylonians,  and  other 
nations  who  conquered  them,  slaughtered  them,  carried  them 
into  exile,  and  reduced  them  to  desolation  and  ruin. 

A  parable  is  thus  a  discourse,  in  which  an  agent  or  object 
in  one  sphere  represents  an  agent  in  another,  for  the  purpose 
of  illustration ;  and  it  proceeds  throughout  on  the  principle 
of  analogy ;  agents  standing  for  agents,  acts  for  acts,  and 
effects  for  effects.    If  God  is  the  agent,  he  acts  as  his  own  re- 
presentative, but  in  a  different  sphere  from  that  which  his 
representative  agency  illustrates.    He  acts,  for  example,  as 
a  husbandman  in  bringing  a  vine  out  of  Egypt  and  planting 
it  in  Palestine ;  but  the  agency  which  he  exemplifies  by  that 
act,  is  his  transferring  the  Israelites  from  Egypt  and  esta- 
blishing them  in  the  land  of  Canaan.    If  man  is  the  agent, 
he  acts  in  some  mere  secular  sphere,  as  a  builder,  a  vine- 
dresser, a  sower,  a  steward ;  while  he  represents  men  in  their 
religious  sphere  as  the  subjects  of  God's  law.     If  animals  or 
vegetables  are  the  representatives,  they  appear  in  their  natu- 
ral sphere,  but  represent  men  or  devils  in  the  sphere  of  re- 
ligion, or  acting  in  respect  to  men  in  their  relations  to  God. 
The  realm  from  which  the  illustration  is  drawn,  is  thus  al- 
ways different  from  that  which  it  is  employed  to  exemplify. 
Parables  are  of  two  classes :  First,  those  in  which  it  is 
simply  declared  that  that  which  is  to  be  illustrated,  is  like 
that  in  some  specified  particulars  which  is  used  for  its  illus- 
tration ;  as  in  the  parable  of  the  mustard  seed,  which  sim- 
ply afl&rms  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  a  grain  of 
mustard  seed,  which  though  the  smallest  of  seeds,  when 
grown  becomes  the  greatest  among  herbs.     This  is  a  mere 
comparison  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  to  that  plant,  in  re- 
spect to  the  smallness  of  the  germ  from  which  it  springs, 
and  the  greatness  to  which  it  attains  at  its  maturity.    There 
is  no  exact  counterpart  presented  by  the  mustard  plant  to 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  throughout  its  sphere,  as  a  combi- 
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nation  or  body  of  human  beings  renewed  by  the  Holy  Spirit^ 
believing  in  Christ,  and  acting  in  their  relations  to  God. 
There  is  no  enumeration  of  all  the  conspicuous  points  of  re- 
semblance between  them ;  such  as  the  analogy  that  light 
bears  in  its  agency  on  the  plant,  to  the  influence  of  know- 
ledge on  the  mind ;  and  that  water,  of  which  the  juices 
of  the  plant  are  formed,  presents  to  the  quickening  influ- 
ences of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  soul.    The  comparison  is 
confined  to  two  particulsurs.    Secondly,  those  in  whidi  the 
agent  or  object,  which  is  used  for  illustration,  presents  a 
goikeral  counterpart  to  that  which  it  is  employed  to  illustrate : 
so  that  the  one  is  in  its  own  peculiar  sphere,  what  the  other 
is  in  the  sphere  that  is  proper  to  it :  agents  answering  to 
agents,  conditions  to  conditions,  acts  to  acts,  effects  to  effect& 
Thus  in  the  parable  of  the  vineyard.  Matt.  xxi.  SS-44,  the 
vineyard  answers  to  the  Israelites;  the  householder  who 
planted  it,  to  God  who  established  them  as  his  chosen  people 
in  Palestine ;  his  hedging  the  vineyard,  digging  a  wine-press^ 
and  building  a  tower,  to  the  analogous  measures  God  emr 
ployed  to  make  the  Israelites  an  obedient  people ;  the  letting 
of  the  vineyard  to  husbandmen,  to  God^s  intrusting  the  cul- 
ture or  care  of  his  people  to  the  priests  and  rulers  who  were 
placed  over  them ;  the  sending  of  the  servants  to  receive  the 
fruits,  God's  sending  the  prophets  to  warn  and  persuade  his 
people  to  the  obedience  they  had  promised  to  yield ;  tha 
beating  and  killing  of  the  servants,  to  the  persecution  and 
slaughter  by  the  Israelites  of  the  prophets ;  the  householder 
sending  his  son,  to  God's  sending  Christ  to  the  Israelites ;  the 
husbandmen's  killing  the  son,  to  the  Israelites  killing  Christ; 
and  the  punishment  which  the  lord  of  the  vineyard  inflicted 
on  the  murderers,  to  the  punishment  God  was  to  inflict  on 
the  Israelites  for  their  rejection  and  cruciflxion  of  Christ 
Here  is  thus,  throughout,  a  correspondence  of  the  actoi^ 
acts,  and  events  of  the  two  spheres.    What  the  householder, 
the  vin^ard,  the  husbandmen^  the  fruits,  the  servants,  the 
son,  and  their  several  acts  and  catastrophes  are  in  their 
sphere ;  that  God,  the  Israelites,  the  priests  and  rulers,  the 
prophets,  Christ,  and  their  respective  acts  and  the  eyen^ 
that  befel  them,  are  in  theirs.    The  one  are  used  on  the  prinr 
ciple  of  analogy,  as  the  counterpart  and  le^presentatives  qf 
the  other.    Tbe  differenoe  of  this  class  of  parables  from  the 
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KAheT  thus  is,  that  the  correspondences  between  the  represen- 
tatives and  that  which  is  represented,  are  general,  or  extend 
throughout  the  great  peculiarities  of  their  sphere,  in  place 
of  being  confined  to  one  or  two  leading  particulars.  The 
principles,  however,  on  which  the  two  are  used,  are  precisely 
the  same ;  the  representative  in  each  always  being  of  or  act- 
ing in  a  different  sphere  from  that  which  is  represented,  and 
agents  always  standing  for  agents,  acts  for  acts,  and  effects 
for  effects. 

As  the  parables  generally  are  designed  to  illustrate  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  of  God,  and  of  Christ,  it  is  essential,  in 
order  justly  to  understand  them,  to  know  what  that  kingdom 
is.  Some  suppose  it  to  be  a  kingdom  of  God  in  heaven,  in 
which  the  redeemed  dwell  during  their  intermediate  state, 
and  are  to  reign  after  their  resurrection.  That,  however,  is 
a  total  mistake.  The  kingdom  of  God  is  the  kingdom  which 
the  God  of  heaven  was  to  institute  on  the  earth,  in  the  days 
of  the  kings  symbolized  by  Nebuchadnezzar's  image,  and 
which  is  to  break  in  pieces  and  consume  their  dynasties, 
and  is  to  stand  for  ever.  Dan.  ii.  44.  It  was  proclaimed 
accordingly  by  Christ,  at  his  announcement  of  himself  as 
the  Messiah  at  the  commencement  of  his  ministry,  that  it 
was  at  hand ;  it  was  instituted  in  its  first  form  at  his  ascension : 
and  it  is  revealed,  Dan.  vii.  9-28,  that  at  the  destruction  of 
the  ten-homed  beast,  Christ  is  to  come  in  the  clouds,  and  be  * 
invested  with  the  dominion  of  the  earth,  that  all  people,  na- 
tions, and  languages,  should  serve  him ;  and  that  the  kingdom 
and  dominion,  and  the  greatness  of  th^  kingdom  under  the 
whole  heaven,  are  then  to  be  given  "  to  the  people  of  the 
saints  of  the  Most  High ;  whose  kingdom  is  to  be  an  ever- 
lasting kingdom,  and  all  dominions  shall  serve  and  obey 
him."  It  is  a  kingdom  on  earth,  therefore,  not  a  kingdom 
in  heaven.  It  was  accordingly  proclaimed  by  great  voices 
from  heaven  at  the  sound  of  the  seventh  trumpet,  that  the 
kingdom  of  the  world — rw  MTfuv,  the  earth,  is  our  Lord's 
and  his  Messiah's,  and  he  shall  reign  through  the  ages  of 
ages.  It  is  a  kingdom  in  this  world,  then,  of  which  Christ 
is  to  sway  the  sceptre  for  ever  and  ever. 

Others  suppose  it  to  denote — ^at  least  in  some  instances — 
as  in  the  parable  of  the  leaven,  Matt.  xiii.  88,  the  gospel 
or  Christianity.    But  that  is  an  equal  mistake ;  as  the  gospel 
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of  Jthe  kingdom  is  distinguished  from  the  kingdom  itself 
whibh  it  respects,  Mark  i  14,  16 ;  and  Christianity,  that  is 
the  facts  and  truths  of  the  Christian  religion,  are  not  an  em- 
pire, and  cannot  be  reigned  over  as  legal  subjects  by  Christ 
Others  again  suppose  the  kingdom  to  be  the  visible  church ; 
but  that  is  an  equal  error ;  as  the  tares,  the  representatives 
of  false  members  of  the  church,  are  exhibited  as  not  belong- 
ing to  the  kingdom,  but  as  introduced  into  it  by  the  devil,  and 
to  be  gathered  out  of  it  by  the  angels,  and  destroyed  at  the 
coming  of  the  Son  of  man.  The  kingdom  of  God  then, 
which  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  is  not  a  kingdom  in  some 
other  part  of  the  universe,  nor  is  it  this  material  globe,  though 
the  globe  is  its  scene ;  neither  is  it  Christianity,  or  the  visible 
church :  but  it  is  the  body  of  believers  in  Christ  who  are 
brought  by  renovation  by  the  Spirit  into  the  relation  of  chil- 
dren and  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Christ,  in  whom, 
therefore,  he  dwells  by  his  Spirit,  and  of  whom  such  as  hf^ve 
died  are,  at  his  second  advent,  to  come  with  him,  and  be  in- 
vested with  authority  as  priests  and  kings,  and  reign  with 
him  over  the  living  nations  of  the  earth  through  their  end- 
less generations.  With  this  definition,  and  this  alone,  all 
the  parables  that  relate  to  it  accord ;  and  it  is  this  kingdom 
in  some  of  its  stages,  or  characteristics,  that  a  chief  part  of 
the  parables  are  employed  to  illustrate. 

At  Christ's  utterance  of  his  second  parable,  Matt  xiii. 
2-9,  his  disciples  asked  why  he  addressed  the  people  in  para- 
bles. He  answered  that  it  was  because  his  hearers  generally 
had  adopted  a  false  notion  of  the  kingdom  God  was  about 
to  establish,  and  had  become  so  wedded  to  it  by  prejudice, 
party  feeling,  and  ambition,  that  they  were  unwilling  to  have 
the  truth  directly  propounded  in  regard  to  it,  and  turned 
away  from  it  with  aversion  and  disgust.  Their  hearts  had 
become  gross,  and  their  ears  dull,  and  they  closed  their  eyes 
209^  they  should  see  with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with  their  ears, 
and  should  understand  with  their  heart  the  truth  as  it  was, 
be  turned  from  their  favorite  error,  and  become  Christ^s  sin- 
cere and  hearty  disciples.  That  this  wilful  error  and  unbe- 
lief related  to  the  nature  of  Christ's  kingdom,  is  seen  from 
the  reason  he  gives  for  his  speaking  to  them  in  parables : — 
"  Because  it  is  given  to  you  to  know  the  mysteries  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven;  but  to  them  it  is  not  given.    For  who- 
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soever  hath,  to  him  shall  be  given,  and  he  shall  have  moie 
abundance ;  but  whosoever  hath  not,  from  him  shall  be  taken 
away  even  that  he  hath.  Therefore  I  speak  to  them  in  para- 
bles ;  because  they  seeing  see  not,  and  hearing  they  hear 
not ;  neither  do  they  understand.  And  in  them  is  fulfilled 
the  prophecy  of  Isaiah,  which  saith :  By  hearing  ye  shall 
hear,  and  shall  not  understand ;  and  seeing  ye  shall  see,  and 
shall  not  perceive.'*  Matt.  xiii.  11-15.  It  was  in  reference 
to  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  therefore,  that  they  were  thus 
prejudiced  and  blinded ;  and  they  were  so  occupied  and  per- 
verted by  false  notions  of  it,  that  they  would  not  and  could 
not  see  the  truth  when  it  was  plainly  presented  to  them. 
And  that  stubborn  persistence  in  error,  that  wilful  rejection 
and  perversion  of  the  truth,  and  substitution  of  their  own 
fiJse  theory  in  its  place,  was  the  reason  that  Christ  addressed 
them  in  parables;  which,  while  easily  intelligible,  and  emi- 
nently adapted  to  engage  and  instruct  candid,  docile,  and 
earnest  inquirers  after  truth,  left  them,  if  they  chose,  to  ad- 
here to  their  errors  and  prejudices. 

The  great  principles  of  administration  here  announced, 
that  whosoever  receives  and  loves  the  truth  shall  be  led  on 
to  a  larger  and  more  abundant  knowledge  of  it;  and  that 
whosoever,  on  the  olher  hand,  does  not  receive  it,  but  adopts 
and  cherishes  error  in  place  of  it,  shall  not  be  led  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  but  instead  shall  be  surrendered  to 
a  larger  dominion  of  error;  is  a  law  of  God's  government 
still,  and  is  exemplified  now,  as  it  was  then,  in  those  who 
receive  and  those  who  reject  the  teachings  of  the  Scriptures 
respecting  Christ's  kingdom.  For  notions  are  now  held  in 
regard  to  it,  as  palpably  contradictory  to  his  teachings,  and 
as  subversive  of  its  nature,  as  those  of  the  Jews  were,  and 
that  are  as  obviously  the  oflfepring  of  unbelief,  pride,  ambi- 
tion, and  worldliness ;  and  are  adhered  to  as  blindly.  They 
held  that  Christ's  kingdom  was  to  be  a  mere  politico-religious 
one,  much  such  as  that  of  their  great  monarchs  had  been; 
and  that  the  chief  service  he  was  to  render  their  nation  was 
to  release  them  from  the  domination  of  the  Bomans,  exalt 
them  to  independence,  and  bring  their  enemies  into  subjec- 
tion to  them,  A  vast  crowd  now  go  to  the  other  extreme, 
and  deny  that  he  is  ever  to  reign  over  his  kingdom  in  this 
world  in  person ;  and  arrogate  to  themselves  the  office,  as 
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instruments^  of  bringing  the  nations  to  tlie  knowledge  and 
acceptance  of  his  salvation.  Others  hold  fitlse  notions  of 
what  it  is  that  constitutes  men  members  of  his  kingdom ; 
some  maintain  that  it  is  union  with  a  particular  church,  and 
some  that  it  is  the  reception  of  a  certain  rite.  By  others 
equally  false  notions  are  entertained  of  the  moral  change 
wrought  at  the  new  birth,  the  ground  of  justification,  and 
other  fundamental  subjects.  And  it  is  as  true  of  these  par- 
ties, who  yield  themselves  up  to  their  own  delusive  specu- 
lations and  shut  their  eyes  to  the  plain  teachings  of  the 
sacred  word,  as  it  was  of  the  false  teaching  and  false  believ- 
ing Jews  of  Christ's  day,  that  it  is  not  given  to  them  to 
imderstand  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but 
they  are  left  under  the  dominion  of  their  unbeliei^  prejudice, 
and  blindness,  to  go  on  and  follow  their  false  principles  to 
their  natural  results,  and  reject  the  great  truths  that  are 
antagonistic  to  them.  Such  an  event  as  the  conversion 
of  a  false  teacher  who  has  become  an  ardent  partisan, 
and  whose  passions  are  enlisted  in  the  support  and  propa- 
gation of  his  errors,  is  scarcely  known  in  the  history  of  the 
church. 

This,,  which  has  been  exemplified  in  every  age  since  the 
proclamation  of  the  kingdom,  and  never  perhaps  on  a 
greater  scale  than  now,  is  indeed  a  fearful  truth,  and  should 
be  contemplated  with  awe  by  every  teacher  and  reader  of 
the  word  of  God.  They  exhibit  a  most  presumptuous  and 
unteachable  spirit,  who  set  up  their  speculations  in  oppoa- 
tion  to  the  Almighty,  and  obstinately  adhere  to  them  against 
bis  indubitable  teachings.  They  assume  to  be  wiser  than 
he,  land  make  the  fulfilment  of  their  wishes  of  more  consi- 
deration thanthe  accomplishment  of  his ;  and  they  are  justly 
and  naturally  abandoned  to  their  delusions,  and  left  to  learn 
their  folly  by  the  fatal  issue  to  which  it  leads.  If  we  would 
be  admitted  to  the  knowledge  of  the  mysteries  of  the  king- 
dom, if  we  would  know  the  things  that  are  of  God  in  their 
truth,  greatness,  and  majesty,  they  must  be  approached 
with  the  ingenuous  and  docile  spirit  of  learners ;  all  prepos- 
sessions, prejudices,  and  party  aims  must  be  laid  aside;  tbe 
desire  to  know  the  truth  must  alone  reign  in  the  heart,  and 
unreserved  faith  and  submission  must  be  given  to  whatever 
God  teaches,  whether  it  accords  with  what  had  before  been 
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believed  or  not,  and  whether  it  confirms  6r  confounds  the 
notions  that  prevail  with  the  crowd. 

Sevend  of  the  writers  who  have  treated  of  the  parables, 
have  endeavored  to  classify  them  according  to  their  subjects, 
or  the  relations  in  which  they  exemplify  the  kingdom  of 
God.  We  prefer  to  treat  them  in  the  order  in  which  they 
occur  in  the  gospel& 


L   THE  TWO  BUILDEBS. 
Matthew  Tii  2i-2V.    Luke  yI  4T-49. 

"Therefore,  whosoever  heareth  these  sayings  of  mine  and 
doetli  them,  I  will  liken  him  unto  a  wise  man,  which  built 
his  house  upon  a  rock;  and  the  rain  descended,  and  the 
floods  came,  and  the  winds  blew,  and  beat  upon  that  house ; 
and  it  fell  not;  for  it  was  founded  upon  a  rock, 

"  And  every  one  that  heareth  these  sayings  of  mine,  and 
doeth  them  not,  shall  be  likened  unto  a  foolish  man,  which 
bmlt  his  house  upon  the  sand.  And  the  rain  descended,  and 
the  floods  came,  and  the  winds  blew,  and  beat  upon  that 
house ;  and  it  fell,  and  great  was  the  &11  of  it" 

This  is  the  form  in  which  the  parable  is  given  by  Matthew, 
It  is  varied  by  Luke  by  the  statement  that  the  wise  man 
"  digged  deep  and  laid  the  foundation  on  a  rock ;"  and  that  the 
foolish  man,  *'  without  a  foundation  built  on  the  earth."  In 
order  to  interpret  it,  we  are  to  consider,  1.  The  point  which  it 
is  to  illustrate.  2.  The  sayings,  the  doer  and  non-doer  of  which 
are  compared  to  the  builders.  3,  The  analogy  which  the 
doer  and  non-doer  of  these  sayings  bear  to  the  builders. 
4.  The  analogy  of  the  trial  to  which  they  are  to  be  sub- 
jected, to  the  tempest  and  flood  that  beat  upon  the  house.. 

First :  The  object  of  the  parable,  it  should  be  noticed,  is 
not,  like  that  of  most  of  the  others,  to  illustrate  the  nature  of 
Christ's  kingdom.  The  comparison  it  institutes,  is  not  of 
that  kingdom  to  the  buildings  under  the  tempests  by  which 
they  were  assailed.  No  such  resemblance  subsists  between 
Christ's  kingdom  and  the  fate  of  the  foolish  builder's  house. 
But  the  comparison  is  of  the  doer  and  non-doer  of  Christ's 
sayings  with  the  wise  and  the  foolish  builder.    And  the 
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point  to  be  illustrated  is,  the  issue  of  thair  obedienoe  and 
non-obedience  respectively  in  the  test  to  which  they  are  to 
be  subjected.  In  the  trial  of  the  doer  of  Christ's  sayings,  he 
is  to  stand  unshaken,  like  a  house  which  being  built  on  a 
rock,  cannot  be  undermined  nor  swept  from  its  fastenings. 
In  the  trial  of  the  non-doer  of  Christ's  sayings,  he  is  to  be 
borne  away  like  a  house  built  on  the  sand,  which,  the  floods 
undermining  beneath,  and  the  tempest  striking  above,  is 
overturned,  and  sinks  a  shapeless  wreck.  It  is  thus  the  result 
of  his  obedience  to  him  who  does  Christ's  commands  on  the 
one  hand,  and  of  his  disobedience  who  does  not  keep  them 
on  the  other,  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  parable  to  set 
forth. 

Secondly :  The  sayings  of  Christ,  the  doer  and  non-doer 
of  which  are  compared  to  the  wise  and  the  foolish  builder. 
They  are  the  sayings  of  the  sermon  on  the  mounts  Matt  v.- 
vii.,  which  presents  in  the  first  place  a  delineation  of  the 
children  of  God  as  humble,  meek,  hungerers  and  thirsters 
after  righteousness,  merciful,  pure,  peacemakers,  and  suf- 
ferers of  persecution  for  righteousness'  sake;  and  next  a 
series  of  precepts  in  which  the  exercise  of  those  character- 
istics, along  with  the  renunciation  of  self  and  the  world, 
supreme  reverence  of  God,  perfect  trust  in  him,  prayer,  and 
truth,  justice  and  benevolence  towards  men  are  enjoined,  and 
the  restraint  and  repression  commanded  of  all  opposite  and 
evil  affections.  To  comply  with  these  injunctions,  is  to 
possess  the  spirit  of  the  divine  law,  to  perform  the  duties 
which  it  prescribes,  and  to  shun  the  evils  which  it  prohibits ; 
and  among  the  great  features  of  such  a  life  are  humbleness^ 
meekness,  self-denial,  love  to  God  and  man,  habitual  trust 
in  God,  prayerfulnessj  a  likeness  to  the  Most  High  in  holi- 
ness, righteousness,  and  mercifulness,  a  spirit  of  forgiveness 
to  enemies,  and  fidelity  to  God  under  persecution.  These 
are  the  sayings,  the  doer  of  which  is  likened  to  the  wise 
builder  who  founded  his  house  on  a  rock ;  and  the  non-doer 
of  which  is  compared  to  the  foolish  builder  who  erected  his 
house  upon  sand ;  and  they  form  one  of  the  boldest,  most 
comprehensive,  and  most  beautifiil  portraitures  in  the  sacred 
volume  of  God's  children,  and  present  the  strongest  contrast 
to  the  false  notions  many  of  Christ's  hearers  entertained  of 
the  characteristics  that  are  acceptable  to  God.    Being  the 
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children  of  Abraham,  is  not,  as  some  of  them  imagined,  that 
which  is  to  insure  justification  at  his  bar.  Neither  is  it  an 
observanoe  of  the  external  rites  of  religion,  or  a  loud  and 
showy  profession,  and  ostentatious  performance  of  some  of 
the  acts  of  religion  which  he  requires ;  nor  is  it  an  eager 
ambition  of  the  aggrandizement  of  the  church,  the  subordi- 
nation of  her  enemies  to  her,  and  the  pomp  and  power  of  a 
yictorious  state,  such  as  many  of  the  Jews  were  desiring  and 
anticipating.  Instead,  it  is  a  heart  of  humbleness,  contrition, 
purity,  rectitude,  love,  faith,  prayer,  submission,  self-denial, 
and  holiness  in  all  its  forms.  No  character  could  have  been 
drawn  more  unlike  the  notions  of  religion  that  were  held  by 
the  priests  and  rulers,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  Jewish  people 
of  the  period,  who  were  eminently  sordid,  selfish,  worldly,  hy- 
pocritical, unjust,  revengeful,  alienated  from  God,  self-right- 
eous, devoted  to  wealth,  pleasure,  and  power,  and  dreaming 
only  of  a  political  kingdom  that  should  yield  the  means  of 
gratifying  their  sensual  and  selfish  passions,  and  enable  them 
to  satiate  their  revenge  and  their  ambition  on  their  national 
enemies. 

Thirdly :  The  analogy  which  the  doer  and  non-doer  of 
Christ's  word  bear  to  the  wise  and  foolish  builders.  Both 
the  doer  in  his  obedience,  and  the  non-doer  in  his  disobe- 
dience, act  with  a  reference  to  their  eternal  well-being.  This 
is  seen  firom  Christ's  announcing  that  not  every  one  that 
saith  Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but 
he  only  that  doeth  the  will  of  the  Father  who  is  in  heaven; 
and  it  is  the  course  which  they  severally  pursue  in  that  refer- 
ence, that  is  likened  to  that  of  the  wise  and  the  foolish 
builders  in  their  spheres.  As  the  wise  builder  placed  his 
house  on  a  foundation  so  solid  and  stable  that  neither  floods 
nor  tempests  could  ever  sweep  it  away ;  so  the  doer  of  Christ's 
word  pursues  a  course  by  which  his  eternal  well-being  is 
secured.  In  obeying  Christ  he  places  his  reliance  for  accept- 
ance on  the  ground  which  God  himself  has  authorized  and 
required,  and  which  he  will  for  ever  sustain.  The  non-doer 
of  Christ's  word,  on  the  other  hand,  pursues  a  course  which 
makes  it  certain  that  his  hope  of 'acceptance  will  not  be  sus- 
tained. He  trusts  in  something  he  has  done  that  is  not  a 
mark  of  discipleship  to  Christ ;  such  as  having  prophesied, 
cast  out  devils,  or  done  other  wonderful  works  in  Christ's 
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name.  Thia  is  the  fiict  with  those  who  now  refuse  obe- 
dience to  Christ's  words  as  truly  as  it  was  then.  As  the 
unbelieving,  ambitious,  and  hypocritical  priests  and  rulers 
of  Christ's  time  had,  notwithstanding  their  wickedness,  a 
confident  persuasion  of  their  acceptableness  to  God,  and 
thought  themselves  indeed  eminently  righteous  in  the  iden- 
tical acts  which  bespoke  most  emphatically  their  unright- 
eousness ;  so  the  false  teachers  and  false  believers  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  who  reject  the  most  essential  parts  of  the  Christian 
system,  and  entertain  the  most  erroneous  notions  of  the 
nature  and  conditions  of  salvation,  nevertheless  universally* 
regard  themselves  as  the  genuine  children  of  Qt>d,  and  make 
their  very  errors  and  sins  the  grounds  of  their  hope  of  meet- 
ing his  acceptance.  Like  those  who  erect  expensive  and 
showy  edifices  to  shield  them  from  the  heats  of  summer  and 
the  blasts  of  winter,  where  their  treasures  are  to  be  placed, 
their  families  are  to  reside,  and  their  happiness  is  to  be 
enjoyed,  they  flatter  themselves  they  are  making  by  their 
false  religion  a  sure,  ample,  and  honorable  provision  for  the 
nece^ities  of  their  immortal  existence. 

Fourthly :  The  analogy  of  the  trial  to  which  the  buildings 
were  subjected,  to  the  test  to  which  the  religious  life  or 
conduct  towards  God  is  to  be  put,  on  which  men  rely  for  their 
safety  and  happiness  in  the  future  world.  The  edifices 
erected  by  the  wise  and  the  foolish  builder  were  assailed  by 
floods  and  tempests  of  such  violence,  as  to  make  it  certain 
that  they  could  not  stand,  unless  built  on  an  immovable 
fi>undation.  So  the  religious  life,  the  faith,  the  service,  the 
righteousness  on  which  men  rely  for  their  eternal  well-being, 
are  to  be  put  to  a  test  at  the  bar  of  God,  of  such  severity 
as  will  reveal  their  true  character,  and,  if  fidse,  overwhelm 
them  in  disappointment  and  destruction.  Unbelief,  self- 
righteousness,  pride,  hypocrisy,  rebellion,  will  no  more 
stand  the  all-searching  and  all-revejJing  scrutiny  of  the  final 
trial,  than  the  building  founded  on  sand  could  stand  the  rush 
of  the  flood  that  swept  the  earth  from  beneath  it,  and  of  the 
tempest  that  overturned  it  from  above.  What  an  impres- 
sive illustration  of  their  folly  and  presumption  who  build 
their  reliance  for  salvation  on  a  false  foundation  instead  of 
Christ! 

The  great  truths  taught  by  the  parable  thus  are: — 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1864]  The  PcaratHes  of  the  New  Testament  249 

1.  liiat  the  conduct  of  men  in  respect  to  Christ's  teach- 
mgs,  is  to  determine  their  eternal  state.  Ther«  is  no  cha- 
racter but  that  which  he  delineates,  as  that  of  God's  chil- 
dren, that  can  meet  the  divine  acceptance.  There  are  no 
laws  but  his,  the  observance  of  which  is  obedience  to  him. 
They  who  firame  for  themselves  a  different  code,  and  substi- 
tute it  in  place  of  his,  are  rebels  instead  of  obedient  chil- 
dren. 

2.  Men  who  choose  the  unstable  sand  for  the  foundation 
of  the  houses  which  they  erect  to  shelter  themselves  from 
the  wind  and  rain,  and  to  contain  their  families  and  their 
treasures,  are  universally  regarded  as  deficient  in  discretion. 
It  is  seen  by  all  to  be  a  work  of  weakness  and  presumption. 
They  who  build  their  reliance  for  salvation  on  a  false  groutid, 
no  matter  what  their  station  may  be,  what  applauses  their 
doctrines  may  excite,  nor  what  crowds  they  may  attract  to 
their  train,  are  equally  foolish  and  rash,  in  respect  to  their 
eternal  well-being. 

8.  The  ground  on  which  they  rest  their  trust  for  heaven 
is  to  be  put  to  a  decisive  test.  Its  real  character  will 
appear  at  their  trial  at  the  bar  of  God,  and,  if  false,  instead 
of  insuring  their  safety,  will  precipitate  them  to  destruction. 

4.  Their  catastrophe,  who  do  not  obey  the  words  of 
Christy  will  be  final  and  awful.  Like  the  inan  who  intrusted 
himself  for  security  to  the  house  he  had  built  on  the  sand, 
and  was  lost  in  the  flood  by  which  it  was  swept  away — they 
will  be  condemned  and  perish  along  with  the  false  pleas  on 
which  they  rely  for  admission  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
"  Many  will  say  to  me  in  that  day :  Lord,  Lord,  have  we 
not  prophesied  in  thy  name  ?  and  in  thy  name  have  cast 
out  devils?  and  in  thy  name  done  many  wonderful  works? 
And  then  will  I  profess  unto  them.  I  never  knew  you : 
depart  from  me,  ye  that  work  iniquity,"  vs.  22,  28. 

6.  And  like  the  foolish  builder  who,  having  lost  his 
treasures,  his  happiness,  and  his  life,  by  the  very  means  by 
which  he  thought  to  secure  them,  and  saw  his  error  too  late 
to  remedy  it,  they  will  carry  a  sense  of  their  folly  with  them 
through  the  wants  and  miseries  of  their  immortal  existence. 

All  the  characteristics  which  we  have  represented  as  distin- 
guishing the  parable,  are  thus  exemplified  in  this.  The  things 
tised  for  illustration  are  of  a  different  sphere  from  those 
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which  they  are  employed  to  illustrate.  Agents  stand  for 
agents,  acts  for  acts,  and  effects  for  effects.  And  instead  of 
a  single  similitude,  it  presents  a  general  likeness  between 
the  representative  and  that  which  it  illustrates,  and  belongs, 
therefore,  to  the  second  dass  of  parables. 


U.  THB  SOWEB. 
Matt  xiiL  1-9,  18-28 ;  Mark  iv.  8-9,  14-26 ;  Luke  yiiL  4-16. 

This  is  the  first  of  a  series  of  parables  delivered  by  Christ 
at  the  sea  of  Galilee,  and  probably  soon  after  the  commence- 
ment of  his  ministry.  The  multitudes  that  gathered  to  hear 
him  were  so  great,  that  to  avoid  their  press  and  make  him- 
self distinguishable  to  all,  he  took  his  station  on  a  ship 
anchored  near  the  land.  They  were  grouped  on  the  shore, 
gently  declining  to  the  water,  and  sweeping  round,  not  im- 
probably in  a  half  circle,  like  an  amphitheatre.  The  winds 
were,  doubtless,  hushed.  An  overshadowing  cloud,  not 
unlikely,  protected  them  firom  the  sun,  and  his  accents,  borne 
by  his  omnipotence,  reached  the  crowds  on  the  distant 
declivity,  as  distinctly  as  those  who  were  at  hand.  The 
peculiarity  of  the  scenery,  the  vastness  of  the  assemblage, 
their  eager  expectation  of  instruction,  his  extraordinary  cha- 
racter, the  novelty  and  beauty  of  his  teachings,  must  have 
made  it  a  day  of  singular  interest,  and  left'  indelible  impres- 
sions on  thousands  of  hearts.  That  Christ  should,  on  such 
an  occasion,  have  devoted  his  discourse-— not  to  his  vicarious 
death,  not  to  the  method  of  justification  through  his  blood, 
not  to  an  exposition  of  the  ancient  prophecies  respecting 
him,  but  to  the  reception  which  his  word  was  to  meet  from 
the  different  classes  of  his  hearers,  and  the  nature  and  pro- 
gress of  his  kingdom,  indicates  that  there  was  peculiar  need 
of  instruction  on  that  subject,  and  implies  that  mistaken  and 
pernicious  notions  prevailed  in  regard  to  it.  That  the 
nation,  generally,  was  to  reject  their  Messiah,  they  had  not 
conceived.  That  he  was,  at  his  first  coming,  to  exercise  the 
office  of  prophet  and  priest  only,  and  that  his  assumption 
of  the  sceptre  and  throne  as  their  king,  was  to  be  postponed 
to  a  distant  age,  had  never  entered  their  thoughts.    They 
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ooDceived  of  him  as  a  mighty  prince  and  oonqaeror,  and 
imagined  that  he  was  at  once  to  exert  his  kingly  power  in 
freeing  them  from  the  domination  of  the  Bomans,  raising 
them  to  freedom,  happiness,  and  glory,  and  making  them 
the  awe  and  admiration  of  all  other  nations. 

"  Behold  a  sower  went  forth  to  sow :  and  when  he  sowed, 
some  seeds  fell  by  the  way-side  [and  it  was  trodden  down 
— ^Luke],  and  the  fowls  [the  fowls  of  the  air — ^Luke — i.  e.  the 
birds]  came  and  devoured  them  up. 

"  Some  fell  upon  stony  places  [upon  a  rock — ^Luke],  where 
they  had  not  much  earth ;  and  forthwith  they  sprang  up, 
because  tbey  had  no  deepness  of  earth  ;  and  when  the  sun 
was  up,  they  were  scorched ;  and  because  they  had  no  root 
they  withered  away. 

'^  And  some  fell  among  thorns,  and  the  thorns  sprang  up 
and  choked  them. 

"  But  others  fell  into  good  ground,  and  did  yield  fruit 
[that  sprang  up  and  increased  and  brought  forth — Mark] 
some  thirty,  and  some  sixty,  and  some  a  hundred  fold. 

"  Who  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear." 

After  stating  to  the  disciples  that  he  spake  the  parable 
because  the  hearers  generally  entertained  such  erroneous 
notions  of  him  and  his  kingdom,  that  they  were  unprepared 
to  hear  the  truth  directly  propounded,  he  gave  the  interpre- 
tation of  it. 

"Hear  ye,  therefore,  the  parable  of  the  sower. 

*'  The  sower  soweth  the  word." — Mark.  "  The  seed  is  the 
word  of  God."— Luke. 

"  When  any  one  heareth  the  word  of  the  kingdom,  and  un- 
derstandeth  it  not,  then  cometh  the  wicked  one,  and  catcheth 
away  that  which  was  sown  in  his  heart.  This  is  he  which 
received  seed  by  the  way-side." — Matthew.  "  Those  by  the 
way-side  are  they  that  hear;  then  cometh  the  devil,  and 
taketh  away  the  word  out  of  their  hearts,  lest  they  should 
beUeve  and  be  saved." — ^Luke. 

"But  he  that  receiveth  the  seed  into  stony  places,  the 
same  is  he  that  heareth  the  word,  and  anon  with  joy 
receiveth  it  [for  a  while  believe — Mark],  Yet  hath  he  not 
root  in  himself,  but  dureth  for  a  while ;  yet  when  tribula- 
tion ariseth  because  of  the  word,  by  and  by  he  is  offended.'' 

'*  He  also  that  received  seed  among  the  thorns,  is  he  that 
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heareth  the  word;  and  the  care  of  this  world,  and  the 
deceitfalness  of  riches  choke  the  word,  and  he  becometh 
unfruitful." — ^Matt.  "  And  that  which  fell  among  thorns  are 
Aey,  which,  when  they  have  heard,  go  forth  and  are  choked 
with  cares,  and  riches,  and  pleasures  of  this  life,  and  bring 
no  fruit  to  perfection." — Luke. 

''But  he  that  receiveth  seed  into  the  good  ground,  is  he 
that  heareth  the  word  and  understandeth  it;  which  also 
beareth  fruit,  and  bringeth  forth,  some  a  hundred  fold,  some 
sixty,  some  thirty." — Matthew.  "But  that  on  the  good 
ground  are  they,  which  in  an  honest  and  good  hearty 
having  heard  the  word,  keep  it,  and  bring  forth  frrdt  with 
patience." — Luke. 

This  parable  is  not  put  forth,  like  many  others,  as  designed 
to  exemplify  the  kingdom  of  God.  Its  object  is  not  formally 
announced  in  the  parable  itself,  but  is  shown,  in  the  inter- 
pretation, to  be  to  illustrate  the  reception  which  the  word  of 
the  kingdom  was  to  meet  from  the  different  classes  of  hearen^ 
one  of  whom  only  are  children  of  the  kingdom.  It  belongs 
to  the  second  species  of  parables,  and  presents  a  wider 
•range  of  correspondences  than  any  other  in  the  series,  and 
exemplifies,  in  a  very  clear  and  beautiful  manner,  each  of 
the  parabolic  laws. 

^  Thus,  the  illustrative  agents,  objects,  acts,  and  effects,  are 
taken  from  the  sphere  of  husbandry,  and  they  are  employed 
to  exemplify  men  in  their  sphere  as  hearers  of  the  word  of 
the  kingdom  of  God.  The  sower  of  the  seed  in  the  para- 
bolic sphere,  answers  to  the  preacher  of  the  word  of  the 
kingdom.  The  seed  answers  to  the  word,  the  act  of  sowing 
to  the  act  of  proclaiming  the  word,  and  the  different  kinds 
of  ground  on  which  the  seed  fell,  to  the  different  kinds 
of  men  who  hear  the  word.  There  is  an  analogy,  also,  be- 
tween the  passiveness  of  the  ground  in  receiving  the  seed, 
and  that  of  the  hearers  in  receiving  the  word.  As  it  is  the 
sower  who  determines  what  seed,  and  how  much  shall  be 
sown,  so  it  is  the  preacher,  not  the  hearer,  who  determines 
what  word,  and  how  much,  shall  be  proclaimed ;  the  office 
of  men  as  hearers,  like  that  of  the  ground,  is  simply  to 
receive  it.  The  birds  of  the  air,  also — ^living  agents- 
answer  to  the  devil  and  his  angels — intelligent  agents — in 
their  sphere ;  the  act  of  the  birds  answers  to  that  of  the 
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devil ;  the  action  of  tbe  heat  of  the  sun  on  the  seed  that 
sprang  up  on  the  rocky  ground,  answers  to  the  influence  of 
trials  on  the  corresponding  class  of  hearers ;  the  action  of  the 
thorns  in  choking  the  seed  that  fell  among  them,  answers  to 
the  influence  of  cares  and  pleasures  in  intercepting  the  word 
from  fruitfdlness;  while  the  fruitfulness  of  the  good  ground 
answers  to  the  obedience  of  the  honest  and  good-hearted 
hearers.  There  is  thus  a  perfect  analogy  throughout 
the  parabolic  sphere  and  that  which  it  is  employed  to 
illustrate.  The  agents,  objects,  acts,  relations,  and  effects  in 
the  one,  correspond  to  agents,  objects,  acts,  conditions,  and 
efifects  in  the  other.  The  great  points  to  be  unfolded  in  the 
interpretation  are  the  analogy  of  the  several  kinds  of  ground 
to  the  corresponding  classes  of  hearers,  and  of  the  agencies 
that  a£fect  the  issue  of  the  seed  in  those  kinds  of  ground,  to 
the  influences  that  affect  the  issue  of  the  word  with  the 
corresponding  classes  of  men.  As  these  analogies  are  dif- 
ferent, and  are  to  be  separately  considered,  they  make  the 
parable  equivalent  to  four  separate  parables. 

First:  The  analogy  of  the  ground  by  the  way-side,  from 
which  the  birds  picked  up  the  seed,  to  the  hearers  from 
whose  hearts  the  devil  takes  away  the  word ;  and  of  the 
action  of  the  birds  to  that  of  the  devil.  The  ground  by  the 
way-side — that  is,  immediately  along  the  pathway — ^had  not 
been  dug  and  prepared  for  the  reception  of  seed.  It  was 
not  simply  left  uncultivated,  but  had  been  beat  down  by  the 
perpetual  tread  of  passengers.  The  seed  that  fell  on  it, 
accordingly,  instead  of  burying  itself  where  it  fell,  as  it  would 
in  a  loose  soil,  remained  on  the  surface,  and  was  crushed  by 
the  foot  of  the  traveller,  and  picked  up  by  the  birds.  This  * 
ground  obviously  answers  to  that  class  of  hearers  who  have 
not  received  a  religious  education,  whose  minds  have  been 
left  in  their  natural  ignorance  of  God,  whose  consciences  are 
uncultured,  and  whose  moral  sensibilities,  instead  of  being 
unfolded,  have  been  repressed  by  false  and  sceptical  senti- 
ments, and  on  whom,  therefore,  the  word  of  the  kingd(»n 
&lls  without  impression.  It  meets  no  sympathetic  feeling  in 
their  hearts — ^it  excites  no  emotion.  It  only  enters  the  in- 
tellect, and  is  contanplated  speculatively.  They  feel  no 
interest — ^they  have  no  fiuth  in  it,  so  that  the  devil  as  easily 
catohes  it  away,  m  the  birds  seized  and  devoured  tbe  aeeds 
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by  the  way-side ;  and  the  mode  in  which  he  accomplishes  it, 
bears  a  strong  analogy  to  their  picking  up  and  bearing  off 
the  seeds.  They  grasped  and  swallowed  them.  He  expunges 
the  word  as  effectually  from  the  minds  of  the  insensible  and 
unbelieving ;  sometimes  by  engaging  them  in  other  things, 
so  that  it  sinks  from  their  memory ;  sometimes  by  raising 
objections  to  it  as  not  the  word  of  God,  and  divesting  it 
thereby  of  its  divine  and  authoritative  character ;  and  some- 
times by  superseding  it  by  counter  doctrines  of  their  own, 
or  of  their  schools  and  leaders.  By  preventing  it  from 
being  held  as  the  word  of  God,  he  takes  it  away  from  their 
hearts  and  consciences,  as  effectually  as  though  he  expunged 
it  from  their  recollection.  Thus  he  beguiles  multitudes  of 
thi^  class  with  the  persuasion  that  their  first  and  chief  duty  is 
to  devote  themselves  to  the  pursuits  of  this  life,  and  that  reli- 
gion has  no  paramount  claims  on  them  till  the  great  worldly 
objects  at  which  they  aim  are  achieved.  One  is  persuaded 
that  he  must  first  complete  his  education,  make  himself  mas- 
ter  of  his  trade  or  business,  get  settled  in  life,  make  a  fortune, 
rear  a  family,  acquire  a  reputation  in  his  profession,  or  secure 
an  honorable  rank  in  society ;  and  from  the  hearts  in  which 
this  feeling  and  ambition  reign,  the  word  of  the  kingdom  is  as 
effectually  expelled,  as  a  law  of  supreme  authority,  as  though 
it  had  never  been  heard.  A  sense  of  their  relationship  to 
God  never  having  been  awakened  in  their  hearts,  their 
moral  feelings  never  having  been  unfolded  in  reference  to 
him,  this  world  having  always  been  presented  to  them  as 
the  great  theatre  of  their  activity  and  happiness,  they  feel 
no  compunction  for  excluding  God  and  his  government  from 
their  thoughts,  and  confining  their  interest  and  attention  to 
the  affairs  of  this  life.  The  devil  thus  strikes  the  word  as 
effectually  from  their  consideration  as  though  he  blotted  it 
from  existence. 

From  others  he  takes  it  away  with  equal  effect  by  exciting 
objections,  which  imply  that  it  is  not  the  word  of  God,  and 
divests  it  thereby  of  its  authority.  Of  these  are  the  various 
classes  of  sceptics.  One  maintains  that  our  nature  precludes 
the  possibility  of  a  revelation  fit>m  God ;  and  holds,  there- 
fore, that  however  remarkable  the  Scriptures  are  in  many 
respects,  they  cannot  be  the  word  of  God.  Another  per- 
suades himself  that  there  are  errors,  contradictions,  or  imper- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1864]  The  Parables  of  the  New  Testament  255 

fections  in  the  sacred  word,  that  prove  that  it  cannot  be  di- 
vine. A  third  claims  that  its  origin  is  too  obscure  to  com- 
mand an  implicit  £iith  in  its  authenticity  and  inspiration. 
By  divesting  it  thus  of  its  divine  character,  and  reducing,  it 
in  their  estimate  to  the  rank  of  mere  human  writings,  the 
devil  as  thoroughly  takes  it  from  their  hearts  as  the  word  of 
the  kingdom,  as  though  he  swept  it  altogether  from  their 
knowledge. 

From  others  he  takes  it  away  by  persuading  them  that 
they  themselves  are,  at  least  in  their  reason,  as  divine  as  God 
is,  and  that  their  speculative  views  and  moral  feelings,  there- 
fore, are  of  as  high  authority  as  his  word.  Of  these  are  the 
deists,  rationalists,  and  pantheists  of  the  present  age ;  and 
much  like  them  were  the  Sadducees  of  Christ's  day.  They 
take  their  own  bewildered  figwulties  and  senseless  reasonings 
as  their  guide,  and  making  themselves  their  deity  and  law- 
giver, either  wholly  set  aside  the  word  of  God,  or  wrest  and 
pervert  it  to  suit  their  fancies. 

Satan  thus  acts  as  much  according  to  his  nature  in  this 
sphere,  as  the  birds  do  in  theirs,  in  seizing  and  devouring 
the  seeds ;  and  he  sweeps  the  word  thus  as  completely  from 
the  hearts  of  this  vast  crowd  of  hearers,  as  the  birds  bore 
off  the  seeds  from  the  wayside  on  which  it  fell.  What  an 
exemplification  of  his  presence  wherever  his  victims  are  to 
be  found;  of  his  restless  activity,  and  of  his  boundless 
craft!  What  transcendent  dupery  that  he  betrays  espe- 
cially the  speculative  and  philosophic  tribes  whom  he  makes 
his  vassals,  into  the  belief  that  the  infidel  and  atheistic  sys- 
tems that  emanate  from  him,  are  the  product  of  their  divine 
reason,  and  place  them  in  wisdom  and  authority  on  a  level 
with  the  self-existent  and  omniscient !  Do  the  birds  of  the 
air  ever  achieve  their  work  more  adroitly  and  thoroughly 
than  he  thus  does  his  1 

Secotldly  :  The  analogy  of  the  rock  or  stony  ground, 
to  the  corresponding  class  of  hearers,  and  of  the  effect  of 
the  sun  on  the  plants  that  sprung  up  on  that  ground,  to  the 
effect  of  trials  on  the  hearers  whom  it  represents. 

This  ground  is  quite  different  from  that  by  the  way-side. 
It  is  described  as  rocky,  or  a  rock  overspread  with  a  thin 
layer  of  soil ;  and  instead  of  being  left  untilled  and  beat  down 
by  passengers,  it  was  cultivated,  as  is  seen  from  the  fact  that 
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the  seed  that  fell  on  it,  in  place  of  rebounding  and  lying  on 
the  surface,  sank  beneath  the  soil,  so  that  it  escaped  the  birds, 
and  immediately  germinated.  Owing  to  the  little  depth  of 
the  earth,  the  heat  of  the  sun  soon  spread  through  its  whole 
mass,  and  by  the  greater  warmth  it  occasioned,  excited  a 
more  rapid  germination  and  growth  than  took  place  in  ordi- 
nary grounds ;  but  for  the  same  reason,  it  speedily  evapo- 
rated all  the  moisture,  and  withered  and  killed  the  plants. 

The  hearers  that  answer  to  this  ground,  diflFer  in  like 
manner  from  the  former  class.  They  are  persons  who  have 
received  some  religious  education,  and  who,  taking  Chris- 
tianity to  be  a  reality,  think  that  it  will  be  pleasurable  and 
advantageous  to  believe  and  profess  it,  and  gladly,  therefore, 
receive  the  word  respecting  it ;  but  instead  of  a  true  under- 
standing of  it,  have  only  superficial  and  mistaken  views,  and 
are  prompted  by  selfish  feelings.  It  delights  them  mainly, 
perhaps,  from  the  self-estimation  which  it  generates,  the  flat- 
tering hopes  it  excites,  the  calm  with  which  it  tranquillizes 
conscience,  the  peace  with  which  it  soothes  fear,  the  position 
it  gives  them  in  society,  or  the  aid  it  yields  them  in  their 
secular  occupations.  Their  sensibilities  are  quick,  their  aflfeo- 
tions  ardent ;  they  are  delighted  and  deceived  by  the  novelty 
of  their  thoughts  and  feelings,  and  they  suppose  the  new 
and  disguised  play  of  their  natural  affections  is  the  evolution 
of  the  new  heart,  the  fresh  and  delightsome  outworking  of 
true  piety.  They  thus  present  a  close  analogy  to  the  ground 
that  is  employed  to  represent  them.  As  that,  from  the  supe- 
rior warmth  with  which,  from  its  shallowness,  it  soon  became 
pervaded,  caused  the  seed  that  fell  on  it  to  germinate  more 
rapidly,  and  shoot  up  at  first  a  more  luxuriant  and  pro- 
mising growth ;  so,  in  these,  the  strength  and  ardor  of  the 
natural  affections,  of  which  their  religion  is  the  product^ 
occasion  a  higher  excitement,  and  give  birth  to  more  strong 
and  imposing  manifestations  and  professions  of  what  seems 
to  be  piety,  than  take  place  in  the  truly  renovated,  who  act 
under  the  restraint  of  a  profound  sense  of  sin,  a  trembling 
self-distrust,  and  a  watchful  guard  against  evil.  As  the  shal- 
low soil  answers  to  these  superficial  hearers,  so  the  hotbed 
and  rootless  plants  which  it  shoots  up,  answer  to  the  super- 
ficial and  short-lived  religious  affections  which  these  hearers 
exercise. 
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The  numbers  comprised  in  this  class  are  very  great  The 
crowds  belong  to  it,  who  are  betrayed  in  times  of  high  reli- 
gious excitement,  into  the  false  belief  that  they  are  renewed 
by  the  Spirit,  and  have  a  legitimate  hope  of  siivation.  The 
specious  play  of  aflfection,  the  elation  of  thought,  the  rap- 
turous joy  they  sometimes  exhibit,  are  very  extraordinary. 
Such  were  crowds  of  those  who  a  few  years  ago,  in  a  time  of 
great  excitement  and  delusion,  were  led  by  false  teachers 
into  the  belief  that  simply  to  form  a  strong  and  emphatic 
purpose  to  seek  and  secure  salvation,  though  from  the  most 
selfish  motives,  was  in  fact  to  become  religious,  and  acquire 
or  assume  the  character  to  which  salvation  is  promised. 
Such  were  they  who  were  duped  by  the  same  class  of  teach- 
ers into  the  persuasion  that  there  is  no  difference  between 
the  selfish  and  the  renovated  heart ;  that  they  are  alike  and 
necessarily  prompted  exclusively  by  a  reference  to  happiness, 
and  were  thereby  led  to  regard  their  natural  affections,  merely 
because  they  were  directed  towards  their  salvation,  as  truly 
religious  and  sanctified,  though  they  were  unmistakably  sel- 
fish, and  without  a  trace  of  the  genuine  love  of  God,  and  of 
holiness.  And  such  are  the  crowds  of  others  who  either 
from  a  false  notion  of  the  nature  of  religion,  or  a  misjudg- 
ment  of  themselves,  mistake  their  natural  selfish  feelings  for 
renovated  affections,  and  suppose  they  have  entered  a  new 
and  spiritual  life,  when  they  have  only,  under  new  and  extra- 
ordinary excitements,  passed  from  one  form  of  their  natural, 
alienated  life^  to  another. 

As  there  is  thus  an  analogy  of  the  thin  soil  to  this  class 
of  hearers,  and  of  the  short-lived  plants  which  it  rapidly  shot 
up,  to  the  religious  affections  of  these  hearers,  so  the  action 
of  the  sun  on  the  soil  and  plants  presents  a  striking  resem- 
blance to  the  effect  of  tribulation  and  persecution  on  the  reli- 
gion of  hearers  of  this  class.  The  withering  of  the  plants  was 
the  necegsary  result  of  the  thinness  of  the  soil  from  which 
they  sprang,  and  the  exhaustion  of  its  moisture.  As  the 
plants  absorbed  and  the  heat  evaporated  the  water  held  by 
the  soil,  which  took  place  in  Palestine,  as  it  does  here  indeed 
in  a  few  days  in  summer,  the  withering  and  death  of  the 
plants  was  as  inevitable,  as  though  they  had  been  plucked  from 
the  earth,  or  killed  by  a  scorching  fire.  The  indispensable 
means  of  their  continued  growth  and  life  were  wanting.    A 

VOL.  vn.— NO.  II.  17 


Digitized  by 


Google 


268  T?ie  Parabks  of  {he  New  TestamenL  [Oet 

change  in  the  laws  of  the  physical  world  would  have  been 
necessary  to  have  saved  them  in  that  condition  from  destruc- 
tion. In  like  manner  the  failure  and  death  of  the  religions 
affections  and  hopes  of  these  hearers,  naturally  and  necessarily 
takes  place  under  the  trials  to  which  they  are  subjected. 
.  Under  the  providence  God  is  exercising  over  the  world,  they 
and  all  others  are  put  to  trials  that  cause  them  to  show  the 
true  character  of  their  hearts,  and  make  it  manifest  whether 
they  are  his  children  or  not  That  is  a  main  aim  of  his 
administration.  All  his  measures  with  communities  and 
individuals,  are  shaped  to  that  end.  They  can  no  more 
avoid  showing  that  they  have  not  the  love  of  God,  which  is 
necessary  to  support  men,  and  enable  them  to  maintain  a 
truly  religious  life  under  tribulation  and  persecution  for  the 
word's  sake,  than  the  plants  springing  from  a  thin  soil  could 
fail  of  showing  that  they  had  not  the  depth  of  root  that  was 
requisite  to  sustain  them  in  life,  and  cause  them  to  flourish 
under  a  scorching  sun.  As  their  religion  has  its  ground 
altogether  in  selfishness,  the  moment  it  is  found  that  instead 
of  promoting  their  present  happiness,  it  debars  them  from 
enjoyment,  subjects  them  to  serious  evils,  and  perhaps  endan- 
gers their  reputation,  property,  and  life,  it  expires,  and  they 
renounce  it.  They  endure  but  for  a  time.  Afterwards  when 
affliction  or  persecution  ariseth  for  the  word's  sake,  immedi- 
ately they  are  offended.  This  arises  sometimes  from  the 
severe  self-restraints  to  which  they  are  required  to  submit 
To  give  up  the  indulgence  of  the  passions  involves  a  self- 
denial  that  more  than  counterbalances  the  gratifications  of 
self-complacency,  pride,  and  hope,  which  they  find  in  their 
religion.  It  sometimes  arises  from  the  greatness  and  distaste- 
fulness  of  the  duties  to  which  they  are  called.  To  keep  up 
a  tone  of  zealous  piety,  is  to  live  an  artificial  life,  that  at 
length  becomes  irksome  from  its  faeartlessness,  and  perpetual 
interference  with  their  selfish  pleasures.  It  assumes,  how- 
ever, its  most  decisive  form,  when  their  profession  of  religion 
becomes  a  source  of  discredit,  an  obstruction  to  their  busi- 
ness, and  as  in  times  of  persecution,  exposes  them  to  the  for- 
feiture of  property,  to  imprisonment,  and  to  death.  The  sel- 
fishness which  first  led  them  to  profess  it,  then  leads  them 
to  renounce  it,  and  regard  it  with  an  aversion  stronger  even 
than  the  complacency  with  which  they  before  embraced  it 
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As  the  heat  of  the  sun  which  first  warmed  the  seeds  into 
life,  and  stimulated  them  to  a  rapid  growth,  finally,  by  dry- 
ing up  the  moisture  of  the  soil,  became  themeans  of  their 
death,  bo  the  sinister  affections  from  which  the  religion  of 
these  hearers  springs,  at  length  become  the  means  of  its 
extinction.  The  causes  that  effect  the  one  are  not  more  effi- 
cacious in  their  sphere,  than  the  causes  that  effect  the  other  are 
in  theirs.  What  a  graphic  picture  the  parable  thus  presents 
of  the  withering  and  killing  power  of  tribulation  and  perse- 
cution on  this  class  of  hearers  1  They  are  emptied  of  their 
religious  life  by  trials,  as  absolutely  as  plants  in  a  thin  soil 
are  of  their  natural  life  by  a  scorching  sun.  Not  a  trace  of 
vitality  remains  in  them,  and  its  extinction  is  final,  the  impli- 
cation ia  It  cannot  be  rekindled  in  them  any  more,  accord- 
ing to  the  ordinary  course  of  God's  procedure,  than  the  plants 
that  have  withered  under  the  burning  heat  of  the  sun^  can 
be  recalled  to  a  fresh  life  and  verdure.  In  what  multitudes 
has  this  been  exemplified  in  the  past  ages  of  the  churcb, 
especially  in  seasons  of  persecution  ?  In  what  crowds  will  it 
again  be  verified,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  when  the  great 
tribulation  which  is  approaching,  comes,  and  the  true  servants 
of  God  are  to  be  discriminated  more  clearly  than  ever  before 
from  those  who  are  not,  and  made  to  show  that  they  are  his 
children  as  distinctly  as  though  his  name  was  written  on 
their  foreheads  I 

Thirdly :  The  analogy  of  the  ground  in  which  thorns  were 
rooted  and  grew  up,  to  the  hearers  of  the  corresponding 
class,  and  of  the  action  of  the  thorns  in  choking  the  plants, 
and  preventing  their  reaching  maturity,  to  the  influence  of 
worldly  cares  and  pleasures  in  preventing  such  hearers  firom 
exercising  the  genuine  affections  of  God's  children. 

This  ground  differs  as  widely  from  that  on  the  rock,  as 
the  rock  ground  does  from  that  by  the  way-side.  The  soil 
of  this  is  not  deficient  in  depth,  nor  in  the  moisture  that  is 
requisite  for  the  support  of  plants  under  the  heat  of  the 
sun.  Its  defect  is,  that  it  is  inadequately  prepared  for  the 
seed  that  is  sown  on  it.  It  is  but  half  cultivated.  Though 
the  thorns  that  grew  on  it  the  previous  season  were  cut 
away,  and  the  surface  turned  over  by  the  plough,  or  dug 
by  the  spade,  so  that  it  had  the  appearance  of  a  readiness 
jEbr  the  seed  that  w;as  deposited  in  it,  yet  the  roots  of  the 
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thorns  that  had  long  had  possession  of  it,  and  appropriated  its 
richness  to  themselves,  were  not  eradicated,  but  still  lay 
imbedded  in  it  in  every  direction,  and  ready  to  spring  up  in 
their  natural  vigor  and  luxuriance,  the  moment  the  sun*s 
warmth  reached  and  revivified  them.  Though,  therefore, 
'  the  surface  had  been  so  far  dressed  that  the  seed  that  fell 
on  it  sank  within  sufficiently  to  protect  it  from  the  birds,  and 
insure  its  being  quickened  into  life,  yet  the  thorns  shot  up 
their  stems  along  with  it,  and,  animated  with  a  more  vigor- 
ous life,  soon  overtopped  it  by  their  thick  foliage,  precluding 
from  it  the  rays  of  the  sun,  stinted  it  with  a  perpetual  shade, 
and  prevented  it  from  reaching  maturity. 

The  hearers  who  answer  to  this  ground,  are  obviously  of 
the  class  who,  though  aware  of  the  character  of  their  evil 
affections,  and  the  necessity  of  eradicating  them,  yet  attempt 
to  be  religious,  or  make  the  profession,  and  put  on  the  air 
of  religion,  without  that  change.  Instead  of  eradicating 
their  evil  passions  and  desires,  they  only,  like  the  culti- 
vators of  the  thorn  ground,  remove  their  conspicuous  out- 
growths, and  veil  them,  so  as  to  produce  an  appearance  of 
their  extermination,  and,  content  with  that  external  repres- 
sion, undertake  to  act,  in  a  measure  at  least,  the  part  of  the 
opposite  aflfections  of  the  new  heart.  They  do  not,  like  the 
rocky  ground  hearers,  mistake  their  selfish  for  sanctified 
afifections ;  their  peculiarity  is,  that  they  satisfy  themselves 
with  a  mere  repression  and  restraint  of  their  evil  affisctions, 
instead  of  an  eradication  of  them,  and  limit  their  religion  to 
faint  desires,  and  external  professions  and  forms.  They 
present  an  exact  counterpart,  therefore,  to  the  thorn  ground, 
in  which,  notwithstanding  the  removal  of  the  stems  of  the 
thorns,  and  the  slight  culture  of  the  surface  by  which  the 
seed  sown  on  it  was  buried  and  made  to  germinate,  the 
roots  of  the  thorns  were  left  undisturbed,  to  sprout  with 
their  natural  vigor,  and  shoot  up  their  usual  year's  growth. 

This  class  of  hearers  is  also  very  numerous.  There  are 
crowds  who  speculatively  admit  the  necessity  of  regenera- 
tion and  a  holy  life,  who  yet,  instead  of  a  thorough  eradica- 
tion of  their  evil  afiections,  content  themselves  with  restrain- 
ing them  within  the  limits  of  decorum,  and  exhibiting  a 
public  and  respectful  observance  of  the  forms  of  religion. 
They  do  not  directly  deny  that  they  are  sinners,  and  need 
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ledemption  by  the  blood  of  Christ  Thej  do  not  dehj  the 
aecesaitj  of  &ith  in  his  blood,  of  justification  by  his  merits, 
and  of  a  supreme  love  of  God.  They  do  not  formally  hold 
that  a  mere  selfish  religion  can  meet  his  acceptance.  They 
do  not  affect  to  justify  a  supreme  love  of  the  possessions  and 
pleasures  of  this  world.  Yet,  notwithstanding  these  specu- 
lative convictions,  their  evil  affections  remain  as  strongly 
rooted  in  them  as  ever.  They  are  only  repressed,  while 
their  religion,  instead  of  reigning  in  the  heart,  and  giving 
eharacter  to  all  the  actions,  expends  itself  chiefly  in  extemtd 
&rms  and  services — and  it  is  on  these  chiefiy  that  their  hopes 
are  founded. 

Such,  especially,  is  the  character  of  numbers  in  the 
chiirch  at  the  present  day,  when  the  most  eager  devotion  to 
the  cares  of  the  world,  the  most  grasping  ambition  of  wealth, 
the  utmost  extravagance  in  houses,  equipage,  furniture,  and 
dress,  and  indulgence  with  little  restraint  in  the  luxuries 
of  the  table,  and  the  amusements  of  the  gay  world,  are 
scarcely  regarded  as  incompatible  with  the  Christian  pro- 
fession ;  and  when  the  most  rabid  and  unscrupulous  devotees 
to  mammon  can,  with  a  few  donations  to  religious  and  phi- 
lanthropic objects,  purchase  a -brilliant  reputation  for  piety^ 
and  insure,  at  their  exit  &om  the  world,  a  dazzling  embla- 
zonry of  their  virtues  from  the  pulpit  and  the  press. 

The  action,  also,  of  the  thorns  on  the  plants  that  spring 
up  among  them,  presents  a  dose  analogy  to  the  effect  of  the 
cares  of  the  world,  and  the  love  of  riches  and  pleasure,  on 
the  religion  of  this  class  of  hearers.  The  thorns,  uninjured 
and  undisturbed  in  their  roots,  naturally  sprang  up  with 
greater  energy  than  the  plants  germinating  among  them,  and 
immediately  overtopping,  choked — that  is,  stinted  them,  and, 
by  debarring  them  from  the  sun's  rays,  made  it  impossible 
to  them  to  shoot  up  to  their  usual  height,  and  prevented 
them  from  maturing  their  fruit.  This  was  the  natural  and 
inevitable  result  of  the  seeds'  springing  up  in  such  a  disad- 
vantageous position.  They  could  not,  from  the  feebleness 
of  their  nature,  resist  the  sinister  influences  to  which  they 
were  subjected.  To  have  shot  up  with  greater  rapidity  than 
the  thorns,  to  have  overtopped  them  and  kept  in  the  sun- 
shine, would  have  required  a  reversion  of  their  natures.  It 
is  equally  natural  and  inevitable,  where  the  native  affec- 
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tions  remain  unchanged,  however  they  may  for  the  time 
be  repressed,  and  the  cares  of  the  world  maintain  their  hold 
on  the  heart,  riches  retain  their  attractions,  and  the  desires 
of  other  worldly  objects  reign  in  their  original  strength,  that 
they  should  choke  such  a  faint  and  superficial  religion,  and 
prevent  it  from  ever  rising  to  the  power,  and  yielding  the 
fruits  of  genuine  piety.  Worldly  cares  and  pleasures,  the 
allurements  of  riches,  and  the  desire  and  hope  of  other 
worldly  things,  such  as  reputation,  rank,  and  influence,  are 
precisely  the  objects  that  naturally  address  the  unsanctified 
affections  most  powerfully,  and  raise  them  to  predominance 
in  the  breast,  and  precisely  the  objects  and  passions  that 
most  naturally  check  and  repress  religious  dispositions  and 
tastes ;  and  the  influences  to  which  persons  of  this  cast  are 
subjected  by  their  wants,  their  ambition,  and  the  customs 
and  fashions  of  society,  are  sure  to  rouse  those  worldly 
affections  into  activity,  and  cause  them  to  overbear  the 
feeble  feelings  of  an  opposite  cast,  and  the  feint  remon- 
strances of  conscience.  Divine  providence  puts  these  parties 
to  as  effective  a  test  of  their  hearts,  as  the  other  classes  of 
hearers ;  and  it  is  as  impossible,  by  the  laws  of  their  nature^ 
that  under  the  powerful  impulses  of  temptation  with  whioh^ 
ihey,  like  all  others,  are  assailed,  their  most  deep-rooted 
passions  and  affections  should  not  be  roused  to  an  activity 
proportioned  to  their  strength,  assert  their  predominance, 
and  overbear  all  feebler  dispositions  and  sentiments ;  as  it  is 
that  under  the  stimulus  of  a  rich  soil,  and  the  quickening 
heat  of  the  sun,  the  healthy  roots  of  thorns  that  hare  long 
had  possession  of  the  ground  should  not  shoot  up  with  an 
energy  proportioned  to  their  vigorous  nature,  overtop  the 
grain  stalks  that  spring  up  among  them,  and  stint  and 
blight  them  by  their  deadly  shade.  The  life  of  such  persons 
is  often  a  continual  struggle  between  a  speculative  convic- 
tion and  sense  of  duty,  and  a  love  of  the  world,  and  desire 
still  to  enjoy  its  pleasures  and  honor? ;  but  the  sense  of  duty 
remains  but  a  feeble  inoperative  power,  while  the  natural 
affections  continue  to  fill  the  throne,  and  sway  the  sceptre  of 
the  heart.  No  man  can  serve  two  masters.  One  or  the 
other  will  have  the  supremacy.  Allegiance,  at  the  same 
time,  both  to  God  and  to  mammon,  is  impossible.  The 
cares  of  the  world,  and  love  of  pleasure  and  honor,  thus 
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ezereiae  an  influence  in  their  sphere  that  oorresponds  to  that 
of  the  thorns  in  theirs. 

Fourthly :  The  analogy  of  the  good  ground  which  brought 
forth  fruit,  to  the  hearers  who  receive  and  understand  the 
word,  and  yield  its  appropriate  fruits.  The  good  ground 
is  not  left  in  an  uncultured  state,  or  disqualified  by  natural 
defects  or  improper  treatment  for  the  reception  and  growth 
of  grain  seeds.  It  has  not  been  trodden  down  by  passen- 
gers, so  as  to  prevent  the  seed  that  falls  on  it  from  entering 
its  soil.  It  is  not  left  un  ploughed  and  undug,  like  the 
ground  along  the  way-side.  It  does  not  rest  on  a  rock 
rising  so  near  the  sur&ce  as  to  deprive  the  plants  that  spring 
up  in  it  of  sufficient  root  and  moisture  to  enable  them  to 
endure  the  heat  of  the  sun.  If  such  rocks  were  originally 
imbedded  in  it^  they  have  been  removed,  or  sunk  to  such  a 
depth  as  to  be  intercepted  from  an  injurious  influence.  And 
00  thorn-roots  are  left  buried  in  it  to  spring  up  at  the  flrst 
wurmth  of  spring,  and  overshadow  the  grain.  J£  any  such 
cmginally  grew  in  it,  they  have  been  dug  up  and  borne 
away«  It  has  been  subjected  by  a  skilful  husbandman  to 
precisely  the  processes  of  ploughing  and  dressing  that  fit  it 
for  the  reception  of  the  grain  with  which  it  is  to  be  sown, 
and  has  in  itself  all  the  qualities  and  conditions  that  insure 
the  safe  and  luxuriant  growth  of  the  plant,  and  a  certain  and 
abundant  yield— of  some  stalks  thirty-fold,  of  some  sixty,  of 
some  a  hundred. 

The  hearers  who  answer  to  this  ground,  are  those  who 
have  been  renewed  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  made  meet 
thereby  for  the  joyous  reception,  the  genial  love,  and  the 
ready  obedience  of  the  word  of  the  kingdom.  Their  prin- 
oipk»  and  affections  are  not  left  in  their  natural  state,  and 
made  worse  than  at  first  by  the  hardening  influence  of  bad 
examples  and  evil  habits.  The  stony  heart  has  been  taken 
away,  wd  a  heart  of  flesh  put  in  its  place.  The  thorn- 
roots  of  selfishness,  pride,  unbelief  and  worldliness,  have 
been  eradicated.  The  views  and  tastes  have  received  a  new 
oast.  The  light  of  the  glory  of  God  as  it  shines  in  the  &ce 
of  Jesus  Christ  has  been  flashed,  in  its  dazzling  effulgence, 
through  all  the  depths  of  the  spirit^  and  filled  it  with  a  sense 
i£  the  beauty  of  his  perfections,  the  grandeur  of  his  sancti- 
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tude,  and  tbe  blessedness  of  his  service ;  and  his  law  is 
written  on  the  heart,  and  its  dispositions  and  affections 
brought  into  harmony  with  it,  so  that  it  becomes  easy  and 
natural  to  obey  its  commands,  and  yield  the  fruits  which  it 
prescribes. 

There  is  a  like  analogy,  also,  between  the  growth  and 
fruitfulness  of  the  plants  in  this  ground,  and  the  piety  of 
the  hearers  which  the  grain  represents.  Some  of  the  grain 
stalks  are  less  fruitful  than  others,  owing,  perhaps,  to  an 
inferior  energy  in  the  seeds  from  which  they  spring,  some 
hurtful  element  in  the  earth  from  which  they  draw  their 
nourishment)  exposurel  to  too  great  heat,  to  the  too  yiolent 
action  of  the  wind,  or  possibly  to  some  blight  from  excessive 
damp,  wounds  from  insects,  a  wrench  from  a  tempest,  or  a 
stroke  from  a  hailstone.  They  are  affected,  in  a  measure, 
by  their  peculiar  constitution,  condition,  and  the  influences 
to  which  they  are  subjected.  They  all,  however,  yield 
fruit,  and  richly,  though  some  as  much  again  as  others,  and 
some  thrice  as  much,  and  more. 

The  renewed  hearers  of  the  word,  also,  differ  in  like  man- 
ner in  the  measure  of  their  piety.  They  are  affected  by  the 
peculiarities  of  their  constitution,  their  conditions,  and  the 
influences  to  which  they  are  subjected.  Those  who,  whDe 
enjoying  but  few  aids,  are  left  to  struggle  with  powerful 
temptations,  who  receive  but  imperfect  instruction,  who  are 
misled  in  a  measure  by  false  teachings,  who  are  drawn  into 
excessive  worldly  cares,  and  who  are  left  by  the  Spirit  to  fall 
into  darkness  and  sin,  are  stinted  in  a  degree,  and  bring 
forth  but  an  inferior  share  of  fruit ;  while  others,  in  more 
genial  conditions,  aided  by  more  favorable  influences  from 
teachers  and  associates,  and,  above  all,  quickened  and 
refreshed  by  larger  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  flourish  like  luxuriant 
plants  with  little  interruption,  and  yield  a  richer  harvest  of 
obedience ;  and  as  a  good  crop  is  naturally  yielded  by  the 
good  ground,  and  may  be  expected  with  confidence,  so  it 
may  be  expected,  with  equal  certainty,  that  the  word  of  the 
kingdom  will  prove  eflScacious,  and  yield  its  appropriate 
fruits  in  their  hearts  who  are  thus  renewed. 

The  analogy  thus  holds  throughout  between  the  different 
parts  of  the  parable,  and  that  which  it  is  employed  to  exem- 
plify.   It  presents  an  exact  picture  of  the  several  classes  of 
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the  hearers  of  the  word,  and  bespeaks  that  perfect  know- 
ledge of  men,  of  the  laws  of  providence,  and  of  the  great 
scheme  of  the  divine  administration,  which  marks  in  the 
most  eminent  manner  the  discourses  of  our  Lord.  The 
great  truths  taught  by  it  are — 

1.  That  under  the  present  dispensation  the  word  of  the 
kingdom  is  to  be  communicated  to  men  by  preachers  whom 
God  assigns  to  the  oflSce.  It  does  not  lie  imbedded  in  the 
mind  naturally,  as  the  seeds  of  weeds  and  thorns  lie  in  the 
cultured  and  uncultured  ground.  It  is  to  be  imparted  to 
them  from  abroad,  or  it  will  not  be  known ;  and  men  are  the 
ministers  whom  God  has  commissioned  to  proclaim  it. 

2.  The  mere  hearing  of  the  word  is  not  enough.  It  must 
be  received  with  sincerity,  understanding,  love,  and  faith,  or 
it  will  not  yield  its  appropriate  fruit. 

8.  The  mind,  in  its  natural  condition,  is  not  prepared  to 
receive  it  in  that  manner.  It  needs  to  be  renewed  by  the 
Spirit  of  God,  to  fit  it  to  receive  the  doctrine  of  Christ's  king- 
dom  with  intelligence,  ingenuousness,  trust,  joy,  and  love ; 
and  exercise  the  peculiar  affections  and  acts  which  it  should 
excite  in  the  heart. 

4.  There  is  but  a  small  share  of  those  who  hear  it,  in 
whom  it  appears  to  find  a  genial  soil,  and  brings  forth  the 
fruits  of  righteousness. 

6.  The  effect  of  communicating  it  to  the  differing  classes 
of  men,  is  to  put  them  to  a  test,  and  cause  them  to  show  the 
true  character  of  their  reigning  affections.  The  unbelieving, 
selfish,  and  worldly,  as  surely  and  naturally  manifest  that 
they  are  not  fitted  to  yield  the  fruits  of  righteousness ;  as 
the  way -side,  the  rocky,  and  the  thorn  ground,  showed  that 
it  was  not  suited  for  the  growth  and  maturity  of  the  grain 
that  was  sown  on  it. 

6.  They  who,  like  the  hearers  represented  by  the  way- 
side, rely  on  a  mere  natural  religion,  will  not  be  admitted  to 
the  kingdom  of  God.  Such  are  the  deists,  the  rati9nali8t8, 
the  naturalists  or  pantheists  of  the  present  day — a  body 
embracing  vast  crowds  of  the  learned  and  half-learned. 
Their  religion  is  not  the  religion  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 
They  are  the  identical  parties  denoted  by  the  way-side 
ground,  and  from  whose  hearts  the  devil  catches  away  the 
word  lest  they  should  believe  and  be  saved. 
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7.  They  whose  religion  is  a  mere  religion  of  the  natural 
and  selfish  afTections,  are  not  the  children  of  the  kingdom. 
They  will  apostatize  and  renounce  their  profession  when  as- 
sailed by  tribulation  and  persecution  for  the  word's  sake,  and 
Crod  will  disown  them  when  they  ask  admission  to  his  kingdom. 

8.  They  who  hope  to  obtain  a  place  in  his  kingdom  by 
mere  professions  and  external  observances,  while  they 
remain  the  slaves  of  the  world,  will  be  disappointed.  They 
cannot  serve  two  masters.  As  they  give  the  world  their 
supreme  love,  they  will  have  to  abide  by  that  fatal  choice. 

9.  It  is  only  those  whose  hearts  are  made  new  by  the 
Spirit  of  God,  that  yield  a  true  obedience,  and  will  receive 
a  place  in  his  kingdom.  . 

10.  There  is  no  hint  in  the  parable,  nor  in  any  other  of 
Christ's  teachings,  that  the  picture  it  presents  of  the  recep- 
tion the  word  of  the  kingdom  was  to  receive  from  men,  is 
not  to  continue  true  throughout  the  present  dispensation. 
The  proportion  of  believing  and  obedient  hearers  is  now  as 
small,  and  has  l:)een  in  every  age  hitherto,  as  it  was  during 
Christ's  ministry.  The  crowds  are  the  hearers  represented 
by  the  way-side,  the  rocky  «oil,  and  the  thorn  ground.  And 
that  is  to  continue  as  long  as  the  word  of  the  kingdom  is 
preached  by  men  in  the  present  mode.  It  is  not  to  be  till 
Christ  himself  comes  and  establishes  hi^  kingdom  here  in  its 
power  and  glory,  and  reigns  over  it  in  person,  that  all  hear- 
ers and  all  nations  are  to  become  obedient,  and  yield  the 
fruits  of  righteousness  and  peace. 


Art.  IV.— The  Apostolic  Commission. 

BY  THE  BEV.  J.  HABKNTCSS. 

"  Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  thCvHoly 
Ghost;  teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I 
have  commanded  you :  and  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  evai 
unto  the  end  of  the  world."    Matt,  xxviil  19,  20. 

"  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
OTcature.  He  that  believeth,  and  is  baptized,  shaJl  be  saved ; 
but  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned."   Mark  xvi.  16, 1& 
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Jesus  Christ  had  fulfilled  all  the  duties  of  his  priestly 
G&ce  upon  earth,  and  was  about  to  leave  it.  He  had  ren- 
dered perfect  obedience  to  heaven's  holy  laws,  and  of- 
fcted  up  prayers  for  his  church.  He  had  endured  the 
punishment  of  the  broken  law  and  the  smiting  of  his 
Father's  sword  for  the  transgressions  of  the  sheep,  and  had 
died  upon  the  cross  a  propitiatory  victim  for  the  sins  of  the 
world.  He  had  risen  from  the  dead  as  the  acknowledged 
satiafier  of  Divine  justice  for  the  sins  of  men — ^the  glorious 
conqueror  of  death  and  the  grave,  and  the  infallible  security 
of  the  resurrection  and  life  of  his  people ;  and  had  spent 
forty  days  with  his  disciples  teaching  them  in  things  per- 
taining to  the  kingdom.  The  work  which  the  Father  had 
given  him  to  do  upon  the  earth  being  done,  and  he  about 
to  ascend  to  be  glorified  with  the  glory  which  he  had  with 
him  before  the  world  began,  in  parting  from  his  disciples  he 
addressed  them  in  the  solemn  words  of  injunction  and  pro- 
mise, which  stand  at  the  head  of  this  article,  and  seem  to 
contain  the  following  things  worthy  of  consideration. 

L  The  commission  given  to  the  disciples. 

The  work  enjoined  upon  the  disciples  by  Christ  is  some- 
what differently  expressed  by  Matthew  and  Mark.  Mat- 
thew says  "  teach,"  Mark  *'  preach  the  gospel."  The  word 
M«^i»wiri,  used  by  Matthew,  which  some  have  rendered, 
and  very  justly,  *'  to  make  disciples,"  implies  also  the  act  of 
teaching ;  for  in  order  to  make  disciples  it  is  necessary  to 
teach,  or  instruct  men  in  the  doctrines  which  we  wish  them 
to  embrace ;  or  to  which  we  wish  them  to  become  converts. 
We  cannot  agree  with  the  celebrated  translator  and  critic, 
Dr.  Campbell,  who  renders  this  word  "  convert,"  because  it 
gives  it  a  meaning  which  neither  the  word  nor  the  passage 
seems  to  authorize,  and  which  far  exceeds  the  meaning  of 
the  parallel  passage  in  Mark.  The  word  x«ff  J£«Ti,  used  by 
Mark,  signifies  merely  to  publish,  to  proclaim  aloud,  and 
ooQsequently  to  instruct  or  teach  in  the  thing  published,  but 
not  to  convert.  The  words  then  have  precisely  the  same 
meaning.  If  they  had  not,  one  or  other  of  the  disdples 
would  have  misrepresented  the  Lord. 

The  duty,  then,  which  Christ  imposed  upon  his  disciples 
was  to  preach,  proclaim  aloud,  or  instruct  men  in  the  doctrinf 
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of  the  gospel.  They  were  to  teach  men  that  they  are  fikHen 
—lost  in  Adam :  morally  disinclined  to  obey  Ghod's  law,  and 
unable  to  recover  and  save  themselves ;  that  their  redemp* 
tion  could  be  purchased  only  by  the  shed  blood  of  Immanuel, 
and  obtained  only  through  faith  in  that  blood.  These,  with 
all  the  glorious  doctrines  growing  out  of  them,  were  to 
form  the  topics  and  the  burden  of  the  teaching  of  the  disci- 
ples, and  consequently  of  their  successors.  And  doctrines 
more  offensive  than  these  could  not  be  propounded  to  men; 
and  yet  these  are  the  doctrines  which  the  ministers  of  the 
gospel  are  to  preach. 

IL  ITie  extent  of  the  commission. 

Matthew  describes  the  extent  of  the  commission  in  these 
words,  flr«fT«  tit  i$ffi^  all  the  nations  of  the  earth.  The  glad 
tidings  of  the  gospel  were  not  to  be  confined  to  the  Jews, 
who  had  been  God's  peculiarly  privileged  people ;  they  were 
to  be  carried  to  all  heathen  nations,  and  the  disciples  were 
to  become  the  instructors  of  these  nations.  And  to  the  same 
effect  is  the  language  of  Mark,  when  he  says,  "  Go  ye  into 
all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature;"  or, 
as  it  might  be  more  literally  rendered,  "  Go  ye  into  the  world, 
everywhere,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  the  whole  creation." 

Such  was  the  extent  of  the  commission  given  by  Christ  to 
his  disciples,  and  how  they  fulfilled  it  may  be  seen  in  their 
inspired  biographies.  They  gave  themselves  entirely  to  the 
work.  They  left  all  they  held  dear  on  earth.  They  brought 
all  they  had  in  their  hands  as  an  offering  to  the  Lord  in  this 
service,  and  pressed  all  their  talents  into  the  work.  And 
they  went  forth  into  every  country  within  their  reach,  in 
matchless  moral  heroism;  braving  tdl  dangers ;  suffering  all 
cruelties  and  tortures,  death  the  most  dreadful  not  excepted, 
doing  the  will  and  the  work  of  the  Saviour — teaching  the 
nations  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel. 

But  this  commission,  the  performance  of  this  duty,  was  not 
to  cease  with  them.  It  is  equally  obligatory  upon  their  suc- 
cessors, and  upon  the  Christian  church  they  planted  and  left 
in  the  world.  It  is  as  binding  upon  the  church  in  the  pre- 
sent day  as  if  it  had  been  given  first  and  only  to  her.  And 
well  may  we  ask.  How  hcLs  she  performed — How  w  she  per- 
forming her  daty  in  this  maimer?    Alas  1  we  may  say,  not* 
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withstanding  all  her  boasted  doings  as  regards  missions,  she 
has  done  nothing.    What  are  her  vaunted  contributions  ? 
What  the  gifts  of  stern  self-denial,  of  severe  self-mortifica- 
tion, of  sold  possessions,  for  the  sake  of  Christ?    Ah  I  we 
find  not  these  among  her  gifts.    No  I  no  I  gif(p  like  these 
she  does  not  bestow.    The  gifts  of  self-denial  she  gives  not. 
The  professed  followers  of  Christ  in  these  days,  give  not  the 
widow's  mite — their  whole  living,  though  in  religious  cant 
they  frequently  speak  of  doing  so.    They  must  have  their 
personal  jewels  and  ornaments,  their  gay  and  splendid  attire, 
their  magnificently  furnished  houses,  and  their  sumptuous 
tables  groaning  with  every  luxury ;  and  then,  out  of  the 
abundance  that  yet  remains,  a  few  cents,  or  a  few  dollars, 
may  with  great  difficulty  be  wrung,  to  help  a  lame  or  mock 
obedience  to  the  command  of  the  Lord.    Professing  Chris- 
tians, even  in  these  days,  miser-like  are  hoarding  up  their 
money,  and  with  ifon  grasp  holding  it  from  the  service  of 
Christ,  while  he  is  demanding  it  to  aid  in  teaching  a  perish- 
ing world.    Nor  is  the  church  more  liberal  and  hearty  in 
her  prayers  for  this  purpose.    She  eomes  not  up  in  her 
united  numbers,  strong  faith,  and  undeniable  earnestness  to 
Qod^s  throne  of  grace,  to  wrestle  in  the  mightiest  putting 
forth  of  her  strength  with  the  angel  of  the  covenant,  to  ena- 
ble her  to  comply  to  the  fullest  extent  with  her  Lord's  com- 
mand.   A  few,  only  a  few  of  her  numbers  are  seen  there; 
and  even  their  prayers  are  so  cold,  and  their  wrestling  so 
feeble  and  heartless,  that  their  sincerity  may  be  questioned, 
and  consequently  they  cannot  have  power  with  God  and 
prevail.    And  as  for  the  heralds  of  the  cross  sent  forth  to 
preach  the  gospel,  what  are  they  ?    Not  one  for  a  thousand 
that  might  have  been  sent  forth  had  there  been  a  willing, 
anxious  mind  in  that  work — a  self-saerificing  spirit  to  carry 
it  forward ;  had  the  important  commission  of  the  Master 
been  felt  in  all  its  magnitude  and  power.    The  church,  the 
prc^BSsed  followers  of  Christ,  and  the  ministry,  have  an  awful 
burden  of  guilt  upon  their  heads,  as  regards  obedience  to 
this  command  I 

In  the  primitive  ages  of  Christianity,  the  preachers  of  the 
gospel  left  all  to  fulfil  this  commission,  and  the  converts  to 
Christianity  in  some  cases  sold  their  possessions,  and  laid 
Hmt  price  at  the  apoatles'  feet  to  aid  in  fulfilling  this  wm- 
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maud.  All  this  was  done  under  the  influence  of  the  Hoty 
Spirit,  and  consequently  was  right  and  acceptable  in  the  sigli 
of  God.  ^nd  if  such  was  right,  then  it  is  difficult  to  see, 
even  with  all  the  reasons  assigned  to  the  contrary,  why  such 
doings,  to  carry  out  the  commission  of  Chrbt,  would  not  be 
right  in  the  present  day.  One  thing  is  certain,  the  church 
has  not  done  her  duty  as  regards  this  command,  and  conse- 
quently has  an  awful  amount  of  guilt  upon  her  head,  for 
which  she  will  be  answerable  at  the  coming  of  the  Son  of 
Man ;  for  she  has  not  acted  like  the  disciples ;  she  has  not 
done  her  utmost  to  fulfil  the  commission  of  her  Lord ;  and 
all  the  urgency  that  can  be  wrought  into  mighty  argument 
to  arouse  her  to  the  performance  of  this  directly  enjoined 
duty,  signally  fails. 

rH.  The  result  of  obedience  to  this  command:  "  He  that  be- 
Ueveth  shall  be  saved  ;  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned?* 

It  is  not  said,  nor  even  hinted  here,  that  when  this  com- 
mission is  fulfilled  to  the  greatest  extent — that  when  the 
gospel  is  preached  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth — to  the 
whole  creation,  that  all  and  every  individual  will  believe  the 
gospel — believe  in  the  Saviour  whom  it  reveals,  and  be  saved. 
No  such  idea  is  involved  in  the  Lord's  command,  though 
some  have  imagined  they  have  found  it  therein.  But  it  no 
more  implies  the  conversion  of  the  whole  world  as  the  eca- 
sequence  of  the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  than  it  implies  •  its 
non-conversion.  It  says  not  a  word  about  the  conversion  of 
all  mankind — the  redemption  of  the  whole  world ;  the  idea  is 
not  in  the  commission ;  it  says  not  whether  the  preaching  of 
tiie  gospel  among  the  nations,  whenever  it  may  be  proclaimed, 
will  convert  many  or  few ;  but  merely  states  the  simple  and 
solemn  fact,  "  He  that  believeth  shall  be  saved ;  he  that  be- 
lieveth not  shall  be  damned." 

Preaching  the  gospel,  then,  to  all  nations,  to  the  whde 
world,  does  not  necessarily  secure,  or  even  imply  that  all 
nations  will  believe  the  gospel— will  receive  Christ  as  their 
Saviour  and  King,  and  promptly  and  joyfully  obey  him. 
All  men  have  never  yet  believed  where  the  goepel  has  been 
preached ;  not  even  when  Christ,  and  his  disciples  and  i^ios- 
ties  were  the  preachers.  In  the  cities  and  eountries  whore 
tiiey  preached,  the  hearers,  to  say  nothing  of  die  inhabitants, 
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did  not  all  believe,  nor  a  majority  of  them.     *'  Some  be- 
lieved, and  som^  believed  not."    While  some  believed,  more 
remained  in  tmbelief.     And  so  it  has  been,  as  regards  the 
results  of  the  preached  gospel,  from  their  day  to  the  present. 
And  were  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  increased  to  any  con- 
ceivable number,  and  sent  into  every  nation  in  obedience  to 
this  command,  there  is  no  positive  nor  even  presumptive  evi- 
dence that  the  result  would  be  diflferent — ^no  evidence  that 
all  men  would  believe,  and  that  in  consequence  of  their  uni- 
versal belief,  the  latter-day  glory  in  noontide  eflfulgence 
would  be  ushered  in.    The  experience  of  the  past  establishes 
something  different  from  this:    It  teaches  us,  that  while 
some  believe  others  will  not     Every  increase  of  divine  light, 
or  religious  revival,  instead  of  shining  more  and  more  unto 
the  perfect  day,  and  progressing  to  the  conversion  of  the 
whole  world,  in  all  ages,  has  been  soon  followed  by  an  awful 
declension.    The  light  of  Eden,  perfect  and  glorious,  rapidly 
darkened  after  the  fall,  and  the  wickedness  of  men  increased 
with  hot-bed  luxuriatice  till  God  in  righteous  judgment 
nearly  destroyed  the  race  by  the  flood.     The  purity  of  Noah, 
chosen  by  God  to  be  the  father  of  a  purer  race,  was  soon 
corrupted ;  and  in  a  few  generations  his  descendants  became 
so  wicked  that  they  were  all  rejected,  and  Abraham  chosen 
to  be  a  holier  father  of  a  holief  seed.     But  soon  his  descen- 
dants too  degenerated,  and  sank  into  gross  wickedness,  as 
the  mournful  history  of  Israel  shows,  until  they  reached  their 
climax  in  evil,  in  the  rejection  and  crucifixion  of  the  Son  of 
God.     Christ  then  by  the  ministry  of  the  gospel  introduced 
a  better  state  of  things,  and  greatly  increased  the  power  and 
purity  of  religion  by  a  more  abundant  out-pouring  of  his 
Spirit     But  even  this  highly  superior  state  of  religion  from 
which  might  have  been  expected  great  and  glorious  results, 
even  the  conversion  of  the  world,  if  it  were  to  be  accom- 
plished in  this  way,  instead  of  increasing  more  and  more 
unto  the  perfect  day,  and  bursting  into  millennial  glory,  soon 
began  to  decline,  and  in'  a  few  generations,  degenerated  into 
the  superstitions  and  wickedness  of  the  dark  ages.     Other 
revivals  came,  but  not  to  increase  till  all  the  nations  were 
cxm verted  to  Christianity,  but  to  decline  and  leave  men  as 
wicked  and  alienated  from  God  as  before.    Judging  then 
from  analogy,  or  from  the  past,  there  is  nothing  to  warrant 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


272  The  AposiolU  Commission,  [Oct 

the  expectation,  that  by  the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  as  it  is 
now  preached,  the  whole  world  shall  be  evangelized,  that 
the  whole  human  family  shall  become  holy,  that  the  king- 
doms of  this  world  shall  become  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord 
and  of  his  Christ.  The  teaching  of  the  past  furnishes  accu- 
mulated evideace  against  this  view ;  and  Dr.  Duff,  who  is 
doubtless  well  acquainted  with  religious  statistics,  says,  not- 
withstanding all  the  efforts  to  propagate  the  gospel,  or,  as 
some  would  have  it,  to  convert  the  world,  "  there  are  more 
heathen  upon  the  earth  now,  than  there  were  in  the  days  of 
the  Saviour." 

Nor  do  the  teachings  of  the  Bible  warrant  the  expectation 
that  the  world  shall  be  converted  by  the  present  mode  of 
preaching  the  gospel,  but  the  contrary.  It  is  not  till  the 
Son  of  Man '  sits  upon  the  holy  hill  of  Zion,  that  sacred 
mountain  in  Judea,  "  reigning  before  his  ancients,"  or  elders, 
**  gloriously,"  that  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  are  to  be 
given  to  him  for  his  possession,  and  the  heathen  to  be 
dashed  in  pieces  with  a  rod  of  iron  and  broken  as  a  potter's 
vessel.  It  is  not  till  the  Son  of  Man  comes,  personally,  visi- 
bly, gloriously  with  the  clouds  of  heaven,  as  Daniel  saw 
him  in  vision,  *'  that  dominion  and  glory,  and  a  kingdom, 
are  given  to  him ;  and  all  nations  and  languages  serve  him." 
The  horn  of  papacy  makes  war  with  the  saints,  and  prevails 
against  them,  until  the  Ancient  of  days  come  personally  to 
earth ;  Ihen^  but  not  till  theriy  judgment  is  given  to  the  people 
of  the  saints  of  the  Most  High,  and  then  the  saints  possess 
the  kingdom — the  greatness  of  the  kingdom  under  the 
whole  heaven.  The  tares  and  the  wheat  have  to  grow 
together  till  the  time  of  the  harvest ;  but  the  time  of  the 
harvest  is  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man ;  consequently  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel  is  not  to  uproot  the  tares  and  sepa- 
rate them  from  the  wheat ;  for  that  is  the  work  of  the  Son 
of  Man  at  his  coming.  The  beast  and  the  false  prophet  are 
to  make  war  with  the  saints  until  the  Word  of  God  descend 
upon  a  white  horse,  and  cast  them  alive  into  the  lake  of  fire 
burning  with  brimstone.  Satan  is  to  be  the  god  of  this 
world,  till  the  angel  come  down  from  heaven  and  bind  him, 
and  cast  him  into  the  bottomless  pit. 

All  this  then,  and  much  more  to  which  we  cannot  now 
advert,  establishes  the  point  that  all  nations  are  not  to  be 
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converted  by  the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  nor  the  latter- 
day  glory  ushered  in  by  such  means.  The  Bible  clearly 
teaches  that  that  is  the  work  of  Christ  at  his  personal 
return  to  earth,  and  that  then  he  will  perform  the  glorious 
work.  He  will  then  reveal  himself  to  the  people  of  Israel 
as  their  Shiloh,  who  will  gladly  receive  him,  and  through 
them  his  saving  health  shall  be  made  known  to  all  na- 
tions. 

But  though  the  world  is  not  to  be  converted  by  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel,  nor  the  millennial  glory  thus  ush- 
ered in  under  the  present  dispensation;  yet  the  gospel  ought 
to  be  preached  to  all  nations  for  a  witness — ^for  a  testimony, 
and  above  all  as  the  divinely  appointed  means  for  gathering 
God's  elect  people  and  church  out  of  the  world  lying  in 
wickedness,  to  himself.  And  the  work  which  has  such  a 
noble  and  supremely  important  end  to  accomplish  should  be 
undertaken,  and  carried  on  with  far  greater  zeal,  and  a  more 
self-denying  and  self-sacrificing  spirit  than  it  is  in  these 
days.  A  mighty,  self-consuming  zeal,  like  that  which 
burned  with  unquenchable  fervor  in  the  bosom  and  soul  of 
Paul,  should  bum  in  the  bosom  of  all  the  professing  follow- 
ers of  Jesus  Christ;  and  like  him,  not  accounting  their  lives 
dear,  they  should  come  up  to  help  in  the  divine  work  of 
preaching  the  gospel  to  ^ery  creature — of  gathering  God's 
people  to  himself  from  among  the  nations.  The  church, 
refreshed  by  prayer,  and  putting  on  new  strength  by  a  cor- 
dial consecration  of  herself,  and  all  the  means  and  influences 
she  possesses,  should  come  up  in  the  greatness  of  her  might 
to  this  divine  work  most  solemnly  enjoined  by  her  Saviour. 
But  the  church-professing  Christians,  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  possessing  little  of  Paul's  zeal,  little  of  the  Saviour's 
spirit,  little  of  his  love  to  perishing  souls,  and  of  his  self- 
sacrificing  desire  for  their  salvation,  can  hear  unmoved  the 
long,  loud,  and  withering  wail,  coming  up  from  the  people 
sitting  in  the  shadow  of  death  in  heathen  lands,  and  their 
shrieks  of  despair  as  they  plunge  into  the  lake  of  fire.  The 
command  of  Christ,  when  leaving  the  earth,  may  sound  in 
our  ears  in  all  its  divine  authority  and  power,'  *•  preach  the 
gospel  to  all  nations,"  and  the  bitter  cry  of  perishing  mil- 
lions may  mingle  with  its  tones;  but  our  hearts  remain 
unmoved,  we  bestir  not  ourselves  to  do  the  work  which 

VOL.  VII.— KG.  n.  18 
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(%Tist  requires — to  teach  the  dying  nations  that  ihej  may 
believe  in  him  and  be  saved. 

IV.  The  encouragement  iofulJU  this  commissum :  "  Lo^Iam 
wiA  you  ahuay  even  unto  the  end  of  the  rjoorld^ 

Here  Ohrist  most  solemnly  promises  his  presence  to  the 
disciples  when  engaged  in  preaching  the  gospel  in  obedience 
to  his  command.  They  were  not  to  go  forth  alone,  nor  in 
their  own  strength  engage  in  a  work  so  arduous;  Christ 
promises  to  go  with  them  and  give  them  strength  according 
to  the  magnitude  of  duty.  K  dangers  beset  them,  threat- 
ening life  at  every  step ;  if  the  dark  clouds  full  of  death's 
thunderbolts  hung  over  them,  they  were  not  defencelessly 
exposed  to  these.  His  presence,  his  invisible,  omnipotent 
power,  was  to  be  their  all-protecting  shield.  If  their  labors 
were  attended  with  little  success,  and  only  one  here  and 
there  believed  the  story  of  the  cross,  they  were  not  to  be  dis- 
couraged, for  Jesus  was  with  them,  blessing  and  prospering 
them  to  the  extent  that  it  was  his  good  pleasure  they  should 
be  successful.  Wherever  they  went,  individually  or  col- 
lectively, Christ  promised  to  them  his  presence ;  and  having 
this  ever  accompanying  them  and  abiding  with  them,  they 
had  divine  encouragement  and  support  in  whatever  situation 
they  were  placed. 

Nor  was  Christ's  presence  peculiarly  and  exclusively  pro- 
mised to  the  disciples  to  whom  he  addresses  these  words ;  it 
is  equally  promised  to  all  their  successors  in  office.  He  did 
not  say,  I  am  with  you  to  the  end  of  your  life,  for  that  would 
have  been  limiting  the  promise  to  them ;  but  I  am  with 
you  to  the  end  of  the  world.  The  word  »iSv,  our  trans- 
lators have  mistranslated  in  every  instance  in  the  forty- 
one  times  they  have  rendered  it  world;  for  it  does  not 
mean  this  material  world  or  earth,  but  duration,  age,  or  dis- 
pensation, and  ought  to  have  been  so  translated ;  for  this 
world,  or  earth,  is  not  to  have  an  end,  but  endure  for  ever. 
By  the  end,  then,  not  of  the  world,  but  of  the  age  or  dis- 
pensation, we  are  to  understand  the  end  of  the  present  gos- 
pel, or  Christian  dispensation,  which  in  these  days  seems 
drawing  nigh.  Now,  as  the  disciples  to  whom  Christ  ad- 
dresses these  words,  would  not,  and  did  not  live  to  the  end 
of  the  Christian  dispensation,  which  continues  still,  the  pro- 
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mise  made  to  them  muat  also  have  been  made  to  their  sue* 
cessors  in  of!ioe — to  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  in  all  subse- 
quent ages.  What  a  comforting  and  sustaining  assurance  to 
the  bumble,  devoted  minister  of  Jesus  Christ !  It  matters 
not  whether  he  is  performing  the  duties  of  his  arduous  office 
in  the  crowded  city,  where  vice  rages ;  or  in  his  rural  parish, 
where  high-toned  morality  prevails ;  or  amidst  the  supersti- 
tions of  Greenland,  or  the  dark  idolatry  of  India;  he  has 
the  assurance  of  his  Lord  and  Master's  presence— he  can 
hear  the  promise  from  the  throne  of  the  Eternal,  "Lo,  I  am 
with  you*" 

V. — The  obligaiion  to/u^  this  commission:  the  command  of 
Qvrist 

It  is  not  for  us  to  ask  before  entering  upon  the  jfolfilment 
of  this  commission — If  we  preach  the  gospel  to  all  nations, 
will  all  nations  believe  ?  or  will  very  many,  or  will  ojoly 
a  few  of  the  nations  believe? — ^and  then  act  with  zeal  and 
energy,  aocordiog  to  our  judgment  of  probable  results, 
according  to  our  estimate  of  the  number  likely  to  be 
saved.  The  results,  no  matter  whether  great  or  small, 
form  no  part  of  the  obligation,  ^nd  should  have  no  influ- 
ence in  determining  us  to  the  performance  of  the  duty. 
It  is  the  command  of  Christ,  and  that  alone,  that  forms  the 
whole  burden  of  obligation,  and  that  ought  to  be  obeyed, 
without  asking  the  question,  whether  many  will  believe  and 
be  saved  ? — whether  indeed  a  single  soul  is  converted  or  not 
If  it  is  his  sovereign  will  that  the  gospel  should  be  preached 
to  all  nations,  as  the  command  shows  it  is,  then  it  is  our 
duty  to  obey  him,  no  matter  whether  all  nations,  or  only  a 
few  of  the  nations,  or  only  one  individual  should  believe. 
As  regards  the  results,  as  regards  the  number  that  shall 
believe  and  be  saved,  he  has  given  us  no  information, 
because  that  is  a  matter  with  which  we  have  nothing  to  do. 
Christ  has  pointed  out  the  work,  and  commanded  it  to  be 
done.  His  command  is  supreme  and  obligatory,  and  for  this 
reason,  and  this  alone,  obedience  is  imperative  upon  us. 
Our  duty  is  to  obey — to  labor  to  preach  the  gospel  to  all 
nations,  leaving  the  result  to  him  who  has  issued  the  com- 
mand, and  promised  to  make  our  labors  successful  to  the 
extent  of  his  good  pleasure.    When  he  says,  "  Go,"  our  duty 
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18  not  to  stand  and  ask  questions  about  results,  nor  calculate 
results  and  act  as  these  may  seem  favorable  or  unfavorable, 
great  or  small,  but  to  move  forward  with  the  greatest  ear- 
nestness and  promptness  of  action,  pressing  all  our  powers 
of  service  into  the  divinely  required  work. 

Let  ministers  of  the  gospel,  let  Christians  hear  this  com- 
mand from  the  ascended  Saviour,  and  in  obedience  to  it^  let 
them  arise  promptly  to  the  noble  work,  with  prayer  and 
enkindled  zeal ;  let  them  consecrate  all  their  powers  and 
energies  to  the  service,  and  go  forth  preaching  the  gospel  in 
any  way  and  every  way  they  can,  in  the  self-sacriiBcing 
spirit  of  the  apostles,  and  of  the  Master  himself,  who  laid 
down  his  life  in  the  cause,  in  the  full  assurance  of  his 
ever-accompanying  and  abiding  presence.  "G-o,"  is  his 
command ;  "  We  go,"  ought  to  be  their  response  and  motto. 
If  difficulties,  dangers,  persecutions,  death,  be  in  the  way, 
still,  like  Christ,  they  should  set  their  &ce  as  a  fiint,  and 
press  on  in  the  work,  assured  of  his  presence ;  and  that  if 
they  fall  in  the  conflict,  they  shall  be  rewarded  with  a 
crown,  a  throne,  and  the  inheritance  with  him  of  all  things. 


Abt.  V. — ^The  Plurality  of  Inhabited  Worlds. 

1.  The  Plurality  of  Worlds.  Boston :  Gould  &  Lincoln, 
1854. 

2.  More  Worlds  than  One,  The  Creed  of  the  Philosopher,  and 
the  Hope  of  the  Christian.  By  Sir  David  Brewster,. 
K.H.,  D.C li.    New  York :  K.  Carter  &  Brothers,  1854. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

It  is  a  noticeable  fact  that  almost  all  the  principal  branches 
of  knowledge  that  have  been  zealously  studied  and  largely 
advanced  during  the  century,  are  made  the  ground  by  some 
of  their  cultivators,  of  an  attack  on  Christianity.  Thus,  in 
the  natural  sciences,  some  of  the  leading  doctrines  of  the 
current  geology,  zoology,  and  astronomy,  are  in  open  con- 
flict with  the  teachings  of  the  Scriptures,  and  are  the  reasons 
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whioh  great  numbers  offer  for  their  rejection  of  their  inspi- 
ration and  authority.  The  science  of  the  mind  is  the  medium 
of  a  still  more  direct  and  zealous  assault  on  revealed  reli- 
gion— the  most  popular  theories  on  the  subject  denying  not 
merely  the  possibility  of  inspiration,  but  of  a  knowledge  of 
Ood  through  any  channel  whatever,  and  inculcating  a  blank 
and  hopeless  atheism.  Physiology,  the  diversities  of  the 
form  and  color  of  the  human  race,  language,  archaeology, 
history,  are  in  like  manner  presented  by  their  devotees,  in 
a  hostile  attitude  to  the  Bible,  and  all  the  resources  of  learn- 
ing and  ingenuity  are  exhausted  to  divest  it  through  them  of 
its  sacred  character,  and  deprive  it  of  its  hold  on  the  faith 
and  reverence  of  men.  The  first  of  the  works — ^the  titles  of 
which  are  placed  at  the  head  of  this  article — deceptively 
named  the  Plurality  of  Worlds,  is,  in  a  measure  at  least,  of 
this  class.  The  author^s  object  is  to  show,  not  that  there  are 
many  worlds  that  are  the  residence  of  intelligent  beings,  but 
*  that  there  are  not ;  that  the  earth  is  the  only  one  that  is  the 
scene  of  a  moral  government,  and  that  man  is  the  only  species 
of  rational  creatures ;  that  the  universe,  therefore,  is  substan- 
tially a  mere  physical  empire,  and  the  great  ends,  conse- 
quently, pursued  by  Ood,  of  a  mere  material,  instead  of  a 
moral  nature.  The  reader  is  thence  left  to  draw  the  inevita- 
ble inference,  that  the  views  given  in  the  Bible,  and  generally 
entertained  by  the  church,  of  God's  empire  and  government, 
are  essentially  false,  and  must  be  rejected  for  a  vague,  unsen- 
timent^,  and  unauthoritative  natural  rdigion,  or  no  religion 
at  all. 

He  wishes,  indeed,  a  quite  different  judgment  to  be  formed 
of  his  object.  He  represents  that  many  who  are  thoughtful, 
and  even  religiously  inclined,  are  led,  by  the  extreme  insig- 
nificance of  the  earth,  compared  to  the  vastness  of  the  mate- 
rial universe,  to  doubt  that  God  exercises  any  moral  govern- 
ment over  this  world,  or  takes  any  special  care  of  man. 
With  such  boundless  realms  to  occupy  his  attention,  they 
think  it  incredible,  he  says,  that  the  Creator  should  stoop  to 
bestow  any  special  notice  on  man ;  and  he  exhibits  it  as  his 
aim  to  meet  this  objection  by  showing  that  this  world  is  the 
only  one  in  which  intelligences  reside,  and  men  the  only  order 
of  rational  and  moral  creatures ;  and  therefore,  that  the 
£unt  and  scarcely  demonstrable  regard  with  which  God  dis- 
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tinguisbes  them,  according  to  his  low  notions  of  natural  reli- 
gion, is  not  incredible  nor  improbable. 

The  mode  in  which  he  presents  the  subject  is  seen  from 
the  following  passage: — 

^  Perhaps  we  shall  make  our  reasonings  and  speculations  apply  to 
'  a  wider  class  of  readers,  if  we  consider  the  view  now  spoken  of,  not 
as  an  objection  urged  bj  an  opponent  of  religion,  but  rather  as  a 
diflftculty  felt  by  ti  friend  of  religion.  It  is,  I  conceive^  certain  that  many 
fd  those  not  at  all  di^»oeed  to  argue  against  religion,  but  who,  on  the 
oontraiy,  feel  that  their  whole  internal  comfert  and  repose  are  bound 
up  indissohibly  with  their  religious  convictione,  are  still  troubled  and 
dismayed  at  the  doctrinea  of  the  vastness  of  the  universe,  and  the 
multitude  of  worlds  which  they  suppose  to  be  taught  and  proved  by 
astronomy.  They  have  a  profound  reverence  for  thk  ii>ca  of  God. 
They  are  glad  to  acknowledge  their  constant  and  universal  depen- 
dence upon  his  preserving  power  and  goodness  ;  they  are  ready  and 
desirous  to  recc^nise  the  working  of  his  providence  ;  they  receive  the 
moral  law  as  his  law,  with  reverence  and  submission ;  they  regard 
their  transgressions  of  this  law  as  sins  against  him,  and  are  eager  to 
find  the  mode  of  reconciliation  to  him,  when  thus  estranged  from  him ; 
they  willingly  think  of  God  as  near  to  them.  But  while  they  listen  to 
the  evidence  which  science  ....  sets  before  them,  of  the  long 
array  of  groups,  and  hosts,  and  myriads  of  worlds,  which  are 
brought  to  our  knowledge,  they  find  themselves  pertnrbed  and  dis- 
tressed. They  would  willingly  think  of  God  as  near  to  them ;  but 
during  the  progress  of  this  ennmeratioa,  he  appears  at  every  step  to 
be  removed  further  and  further  from  them.  To  discover  that  the  • 
earth  is  so  large,  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  so  great,  its  fbrm  so 
different  from  what  man  at  first  imagines  it,  may,  perhaps,  have 
starded  them ;  but  in  this  view  there  is  nothing  which  a  pious  mind 
does  not  easily  surmount  But  if  Venus  and  Mars  also  have  their 
inhabitants ;  if  Saturn  and  Jupiter — ^globea  so  much  larger  than  the 
earth — have  a  proportional  amount  of  population,  may  not  man  be 
neglected  or  overlooked  ?  Is  he  worthy  to  le  regarded  by  the  Creator 
of  all  f  May  not,  must  not  the  most  pious  mind  reeur  to  the 
exclamation  of  the  Psalmist,  'Lord,  what  is  man  that  thou  art 
mindful  of  him  ?*  And  must  not  this  exclamation,  under  the  new 
aspect  of  things,  be  accompanied  by  an  enfeebled  and  less  confident 
belief  that  God  is  mindful  of  him  ?  And  then  this  array  of  planets^ 
which  derive  their  light  from  the  sun,  extends  much  further  than 
even  the  astronomer  at  ^rst  suspected.  The  orbit  of  Saturn  is  ten 
times  as  wide  as  the  orbit  of  the  earth  :  but  beyond  Saturn,  and  air 
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roost  twice  as  &r  from  th^r  suo,  Herschel  disoovers  Uranus,  another 
great  planet ;  and  again,  beyond  Uranus,  and  again  at  nearly  twice 
hU  distance,  the  subtle  pagacity  of  the  astronomers  of  our  day  sur- 
mises and  then  detects  another  great  planet.  In  such  a  system  as 
this,  the  earth  shrinks  into  insignificance.  Can  its  concerns  engage 
ike  attention  of  him  who  made  the  whole?  But,  again,  this  whole 
solar  system  itself,  with  all  its  orbits  and  planets,  shrinks  into  a  mere 
point,  when  compared  with  the  nearest  fixed  star.  And  again,  the 
distance  which  lies  between  us  and  such  stars  shrinks  into  incalcu- 
lable smallness,  when  we  journey  in  thought  to*  other  fixed  stars. 
And  again  and  again,  the  scene  of  our  previous  contemplatioii 
suffers  an  immeasurable  contraction,  as  we  pass  on  to  other  points 
of  view. 

^  And  in  all  these  successive  moves,  we  are  still  within  the  domi- 
nions of  the  same  Oeator  and  Oovernor,  and  at  every  move  we  are 
brought,  we  may  suppose,  to  new  bodies  of  his  subjects,  bearing,  ia 
die  expansion  of  their  number,  some  proportion  to  the  expanse  of 
space  which  they  occupy.  And  if  this  be  so,  how  shiUl  the  earth, 
and  men,  its  inhabitants,  thus  repeatedly  atmihilcUed^  as  it  were, 
by  the  growing  magnitude  of  the  known  universe,  continue  to 
he  anything  in  the  regard  of  him  who  embraces  all  f  Last  of  all, 
how  shall  men  continue  to  receive  that  special,  persevering,  provi- 
dential, judicial,  personal  care,  which  religion  implies;  and  without 
the  belief  of  which,  any  man  who  has  religious  thoughts,  must  be 
disturbed  and  unhappy,  desolate  and  forsaken  f" — Pp.  37-39. 

The  doubts  which  he  here  proposes  are  thus  not  those  of 
believers  in  revealed  religion ;  they  are  not  the  doubts  even 
of  common  tbeista,  who  reject  revelation.  Instead,  they 
are  founded,  as  we  shall  see,  on  a  disbelief  either  of  God's 
ability  or  disposition  to  take  care  of  the  works  he  has  called 
into  existence.  For  what  parties  are  there  who,  believing 
in  the  existence  of  God,  yet  question,  for  the  reasons  he  here 
presents,  that  the  Most  High  ei^ercises  a  peculiar  care  over 
Ais  world,  and  over  men  ?  lie  does  not  name  any  who,  on 
that  ground,  doubt  the  reality  of  his  providence  and  moral 
government.  Ordinary  deists  do  not.  They  admit  and 
assert  his  government,  and  maintain  that  natural  religion  is 
of  such  clearness  and  authority,  that  a  miraculous  revelation 
is  unnecessary  and  improbable. 

The  class  for  whom  he  writes,  therefore,  if  there  be  any 
such)  must  be  of  a  very  low  order  of  religionists  (  they  must 
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be  Dot  only  rejecters  of  revelation,  but  ten  below  common 
deists  in  their  notions  both  of  God  and  man.  The  scru- 
ples which  he  entertains,  if  they  are  sincere,  are  probably 
peculiar  to  himself,  and,  at  most,  to  such  as  hold  the  geolo- 
gical and  astronomical  theories  which  are  the  chief  basis  of 
his  speculations  respecting  the  material  and  moral  universe, 
and  whether  truly  felt  or  not,  their  natural  tendency  is — and 
there  is  much  that  indicates  that  that  is  their  real  design — 
to  drive  religion  out  of  the  world,  or  to  reduce  it  to  so  low  a 
point  as  to  divest  it  of  all  title  to  consideration. 

That  notwithstanding  some  seeming,  though  very  vague 
and  equivocal  recognitions  of  Christianity,  he  in  effect  rejects 
revelation,  is  apparent  from  the  assumption  on  which  he 
proceeds  in  the  foregoing  passage.  He  alleges  the  vastneas 
of  Gpd's  empire,  as  a  proof  that  he  cannot  and  does  not  give 
immediate  and  special  attention  to  so  small  a  world  as  the 
earth  and  so  insignificant  a  race  as  men ;  and  he  holds  that 
the  likelihood  and  certainty  that  men  are  not  the  objects  of 
God's  providential  and  moral  care,  increases  just  in  proportion 
to  the  immensity  of  his  material  kingdom  compared  to  the 
slightness  of  the  earth.  This  is  the  whole  ground  of  his 
alleged  diflSculty.  But  in  this  he  plainly  proceeds  on  a  con- 
viction either  that  God  is  unable,  or  else  is  indisposed  to 
exercise  a  continual  and  minute  care  of  all  his  works.  For  if 
he  is  omnipotent,  all-knowing,  and  all- wise,  and  can  as  easily 
exercise  a  perfect  providence  and  moral  administration  over 
myriads  and  millions  of  worlds,  and  of  races  and  orders  of 
intelligences,  as  over  one,  why  should  the  greatness  of  his 
empire  be  alleged  as  a  proof  that  he  does  not  and  cannot 
exercise  such  a  sway  over  the  earth  and  its  population? 
And  if  he  has  the  requisite  natural  attributes,  and  is  infi- 
nitely regardful  of  bis  rights,  and  infinitely  regardful  also  of 
the  rights  and  well-being  of  his  creatures ;  and  if  his  own  rec- 
titude requires  that  he  should  rule  the  worlds  and  the  beings 
he  calls  into  existence  and  upholds,  how  can  their  multiplicity 
be  regarded  as  a  proof  that  he  does  not?  As  his  own  right- 
eousness and  thence  his  blessedness  requires  that  he  should 
treat  all  his  subjects  according  to  their  nature,  it  is  clear  that 
the  greatness  of  their  number  is  a  reason  that  he  should 
exercise  a  perfectly  wise  and  benevolent  government  over 
them ;  not  that  he  should  neglect  and  refuse  it.    This  writer 
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builds  his  whole  speculation,  therefore,  manifestly  either  on 
a  denial  of  God*s  natural  or  moral  perfections,  or  else  on  a 
total  ignorance  and  misconception  of  the  course  which  his 
perfections  require  that  he  should  pursue  as  the  Creator, 
Upholder,  and  Euler  of  the  universe.  He  cannot  make  the 
infinite  power,  intelligence,  and  goodness  of  God  the  ground 
of  the  inference  which  he  draws  against  his  exercising  a 
government  over  any  part  of  his  works ;  for  if  God  has  those 
infinite  attributes,  they  not  only  render  hito  competent  to 
such  a  government,  but  are  positive  reasons  that  he  should 
exercise  it,  and  present  a  moral  certainty  that  he  does  and 
will.  An  inadequacy  to  the  infinite  task,  or  a  moral  indis- 
position to  it,  are  the  only  grounds  firom  which  it  can  be 
logically  inferred  that  he  does  not  exercise  such  a  sway. 
Let  this  writer  admit  on  the  one  hand,  that  God  has  all  the 
natural  attributes,  power,  knowledge,  and  skill  that  are 
requisite  to  the  government  of  his  kingdom ;  and  let  him 
concede  on  the  other,  that  righteousness  and  benevolence 
make  it  indispensable  that  if  he  calls  moral  creatures  into 
existence;  he  should  treat  them  according  to  their  peculiar 
nature,  and  that  that  requires  that  he  should  place  them  under 
a  moral  government,  hold  them  accountable  for  their  con- 
duct, and  therefore  judge  and  reward  them ;  and  the  whole 
ground  of  his  difficulty,  the  whole  basis  of  his  speculations 
will  vanish  from  beneath  him. 

The  postulate,  therefore,  from  which  he  starts  is  not  that 
of  a  Christian  believer;  it  is  not  that  of  an  ordinary  deist; 
it  is  not  that  even  of  a  theist,  who  regards  God  as  almighty, 
all-intelligent,  and  infinitely  righteous.  It  is  the  postulate 
of  one  who  does  not  conceive  of  Gk)d  as  of  infinite  perfections, 
but  who  thinks  the  deity  is  essentially  like  himself,  immea- 
surably imperfect,  without  a  consistent  scheme  of  adminis- 
tration, fluctuating  in  his  purposes,  and  with  neither  the  recti- 
tude, the  benevolence,  nor  the  skill  that  are  necessary  to  the 
station  he  occupies.  The  method  by  which  he  attempts  to 
tranquillize  the  fears,  and  soothe  the  disquietudes  of  the  reli- 
gious for  whom  he  professes  to  write,  is  accordingly  an 
extraordinary  one.  It  is  not  by  proving  that  God  is  able  to, 
and  from  the  perfections  of  his  nature  must,  take  a  watchful 
care  of  them  by  a  ceaseless  providence,  and  a  holy  and  bene- 
volent moral  government ;  but  by  teaching  them  that  he 
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either  cannot,  because  he  has  not  the  necessary  power  and 
intelligence ;  or  else  that  he  does  not,  because  he  has  not  the 
rectitude  and  benevolence  which  it  demands!  A  brilliant 
exploit  truly  for  a  Christian  philosopher !  Exquisite  conso- 
lation for  those  who  are  troubled  and  despairing  under  the 
apprehension  that  G-od  is  not  caring  properly  for  their  pre- 
sent and  future  well-being ! 

He  indicates  the  same  low  and  unworthy  views  of  God  in 
alleging  it  as  a  farther  proof  that  no  other  world  than  the 
earth  is  inhabited  by  intelligent  beings;  that  if  there  are 
other  orders  of  rational  creatures  they  must  be  "progres- 
sive" like  men,  or  must  gain  their  knowledge,  and  make 
whatever  advancement  they  may  in  culture,  gradually ;  as 
though  the  fact  that  it  must  necessarily  be  so  with  finite 
brings,  who  at  the  commencement  of  their  existence  are 
totally  ignorant,  and  whose  ideas  take  place  in  succession,  is 
a  proof  that  no  such  beings  are  created ;  that  is,  the  fact,  that 
a  finite  and  dependent  nature  cannot  act  according  to  the 
attributes  of  an  infinite  and  self-existent  one,  is  a  proof  that 
no  finite  minds  are  called  into  existence !    Thus  he  says : 

"  The  view  we  have  given  of  the  mode  of  existence  of  the  human 
species  upon  the  earth,  as  being  a  progressive  existence,  even  in  the 
development  of  the  intellectual  powers  and  their  results,  necessarilj 
fastens  down  our  thoughts  and  our  speculations  to  the  earth,  and 
makes  us  feel  how  visionary  and  gratuitous  it  is  to  assume  any  similar 
kind  of  existence  in  any  region  occupied  by  other  beings  than 
man.  As  we  have  said,  we  have  no  insuperable  difiSculty  in  con- 
ceiving other  parts  of  the  universe  to  be  tenanted  by  animals. 
Animal  life  implies  no  progress  in  the  species.  Such  as  they  are  in 
one  century,  such  are  they  in  another.  The  conditions  of  their  sus- 
tentation  and  generation  being  given,  which  no  difference  in  phy- 
sical circumstances  can  render  incredible,  the  race  may,  so  far  as  we 
can  see,  go  on  for  ever.  But  a  race  which  makes  a  progress  in  the 
development  of  its  faculties  cannot  thus,  or  at  least  cannot  with  the 
same  ease,  be  conceived  as  existing  through  all  time  and  under  all 
circumstances.  Progress  implies,  or  at  least  suggests,  a  beginning 
and  an  end.  If  the  mere  existence  of  a  race  imply  a  sustaining  and 
preserving  power  in  the  Creator,  the  progress  of  a  race  implies  a 
guiding  and  impelling  power ;  a  Governor  and  Director,  as  well  as 
a  Creator  and  Preserver.  And  progress  not  merely  in  material  con- 
ditions, not  merely  In  the  exercise  of  bodily  faculties,  but  in  the  exer- 
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dse  of  iDdQtal  faculties,  in  the  intellectaal  condition  of  a  portion  of 
the  species,  still  more  implies  a  special  position  and  character  of  the 
race,  which  cannot,  without  great  licence  of  hypothesis,  be  extended 
to  other  races,  and  which,  if  so  extended,  becomes  unmeaning,  from 
the  impossibility  of  our  knowing  what  is  progress  in  any  other  spe- 
des — from  what  and  towards  what  it  tends.  The  intellectual  pro- 
gress of  the  human  species  has  been  a  progress  in  the -use  of 
thought,  and  in  the  knowledge  which  such  use  procures ;  it  has  been 
a  progress  from  mere  matter  to  mind ;  from  the  impressions  of  sense 
to  ideas ;  from  what  in  knowledge  is  casual,  partial,  temporary,  to 
what  is  necessary,  universal,  and  eternal.  We  can  conceive  no  pro- 
gress of  the  nature  of  this,  which  is  not  identical  with  this ;  nothing 
like  it  which  is  not  the  same.  And,  therefore,  if  we  will  people 
other  planets  with  creatures,  intelligent  as  man  is  intelligent,  we 
must  not  only  give  to  them  the  intelligence  but  the  intellectual  hw- 
tory  of  the  human  species.  They  must  have  had  their  minds 
unfolded  by  steps  similar  to  those  by  which  the  human  mind  has 
been  unfolded ;  or  at  least  differing  from  them  only  as  the  intel- 
lectoal  history  of  one  nation  of  the  earth  differs  from  that  of  another. 
They  must  have  had  their  Fjrtbagoras,  their  Plato,  their  Kepler, 
their  Galileo,  their  Newton,  if  they  know  what  we  know.*^ 

''Thus  the  condition  of  man  upon  the  earth,  as  a  condition  of 
intellectual  progress,  implies  such  a  special  guidance  and  government 
exercised  over  the  race  by  the  author  of  his  being  as  produces  pro* 
grass ;  and  we  have  not,  so  far  as  we  yet  perceive,  any  reason  for 
supposing  that  he  exercises  a  like  guidance  and  government  over  any 
of  the  other  bodies  with  which  the  researches  of  astronomers  have 
made  us  acquainted." 

"Now  when  we  have  arrived  at  this  result,  we  have,  I  conceive, 
reached  one  of  the  points  at  which  the  difficulties  which  astrono- 
mical discovery  puts  in  the  way  of  religious  conviction  begin  to 
appear.  The  earth  and  its  human  inhabitants  are,  as  far  as  we  yet 
know,  in  an  especial  manner  the  subjects  of  God's  care  and  govern- 
ment, for  the  race  is  progressive.  Now,  can  this  be  ?  Is  it  not  dif- 
ficult to  believe  that  it  is  so?  The  earth,  so  small  a  speck,  only  one 
among  so  many,  so  many  thousands,  so  many  millions  of  other 
bodies,  all  probably  of  the  same  nature  with  itself,  wherefore  should 
it  draw  to  it  the  special  regards  of  the  Creator  of  all,  and  occupy  his 
care  in  an  especial  manner  ?" — Pp.  65-58. 

Here  again,  as  in  the  former  instance,  his  doubt  of  the  exist- 
ence of  other  moral  beings  than  men,  is  founded  on  a  denial 
or  distrust  of  the  divine  perfections.    For  he  alleges  it  as' 
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the  main  ground  of  his  difficulty  in  believing  that  other 
worlds  are  peopled  by  moral  creatures,  that  man  is  progress- 
ive in  the  evolution  of  his  faculties  and  the  acquisition  of  his 
knowledge,  and  that  other  orders  of  intelligent  beings,  if 
there  are  any,  must  also  be  progressive  in  the  evolution  of 
theirs,  or  at  least  in  the  acquisition  of  scientific,  religious, 
and  other  knowledge ;  and  must,  therefore,  as  man  is,  be  the 
objects  of  a  special  care.  But  this  he  thinks  is  scarcely  cre- 
dible. He  can  believe  that  God  can  create  and  uphold  the 
crowd  of  worlds  that  occupy  the  vast  domain  of  space.  He 
has  no  difficulty  in  conceiving  the  whole  "  universe  to  be 
tenanted  by  animals,"  because  "  animal  life  implies  no  pro- 
gress in  the  species."  But  "  a  race  which  makes  progress  in 
the  development  of  its  faculties,  cannot  thus  be  conceived," 
he  thinks,  "  as  existing  through  all  time  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances," and  because  it  must  be  "progressive,"  and 
must  require  "  a  special  guidance  and  government"  by  its 
"author." 

But  why  should  the  fact  that  intelligent  creatures  must 
necessarily  be  finite,  must  think,  therefore,  of  the  subjects  of 
their  thoughts  successively,  in  place  of  grasping  them  con- 
temporaneously as  the  Omniscient  does,  and  must  thence  be 
progressive  in  their  knowledge,  be  any  obstacle  to  God's 
creating  and  governing  such  creatures,  unless  there  is  some 
inadequacy  in  his  nature  to  such  a  work,  or  some  indisposi- 
tion to  it  in  his  feelings?  K  he  has  all  the  power  and 
wisdom,  and  all  the  righteousness  and  benevolence  that  are 
necessary  to  it,  then  the  fact  that  it  would  require  the  exer- 
cise of  those  faculties  can  be  no  obstacle  to  his  undertaking 
and  accomplishing  it.  To  assume  from  the  fact  that  a  being 
is  infinitely  competent  to  a  great  and  glorious  work,  that  he 
cannot  undertake  and  achieve  it,  is  very  extraordinary  logic 
This  writer,  therefore,  builds  his  denial  that  God  has  any 
other  moral  creatures  than  man,  on  a  tacit  doubt  of  his  ade- 
quacy to  the  task  of  ruling  them.  There  is  no  other  postu- 
late from  which  his  inference  can  be  deduced.  He  conceives 
of  him  as  incapable  of  exercising  a  moral  government  over 
other  races  of  intelligent  creatures,  either  because  he  has  not 
the  requisite  power  for  it,  or  else  because  he  has  not  the  wis- 
dom, righteousness,  and  benevolence  which  it  requires.  The 
ground  on  which  he  stands  in  this  argument,  therefore,  as  in 
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the  preceding,  is  not  that  of  a  believer  in  revelation,  nor  of  a 
consistent  deist,  but  that  of  a  shallow  and  ignorant  speculatist 
who  conceives  of  God  as  weak  and  imperfect  like  himself. 

But  in  this  reasoning  he  confounds  himself  again  as  he  did 
before;  for  if  the  fact  that  moral  creatures  are  finite,  and 
must  be  progressive  in  the  culture  of  their  faculties  and 
acquisition  of  knowledge,  is  a  proof  that  God  cannot  have 
created  such  beings,  then  it  proves  as  conclusively  that  he  has 
not  created  man  on  the  earth,  as  it  does  that  he  has  not 
called  similar  beings  into  existence  on  Mars,  Jupiter,  and 
Saturn  ;  and  the  whole  problem  he  is  attempting  to  solve  is 
a  fiction  and  delusion,  instead  of  a  reality.  How  much  to  be 
regretted  is  it  that  this  writer,  who  is  so  sharp  in  seeing 
imaginary  difficulties,  had  not  cast  a  momentary  glance  in 
this  direction  at  so  real  a  one  I  It  would  have  saved  him  the 
trouble  of  rearing  a  large  part  of  the  stately  fabric  which  he 
here  so  summarily  dashes  to  the  earth. 

That  he  occupies  the  ground  of  a  sceptic  instead  of  a 
believer  in  revelation,  is  seen  also  from  his  offering  it  as  a  fur- 
ther proof  that  there  are  no  other  moral  creatures  than  men ; 
that  if  there  are — if  the  worlds  generally  are  supposed  to  be 
peopled  by  intelligent  creatures,  they  must  still  be  held  to  be 
of  identically  the  same  nature,  character,  and  condition  as 
men.  He  asserts  this  in  a  great  number  of  passages,  with 
the  most  undoubting  assurance,  and  makes  it  one  of  the 
chief  grounds  of  his  reasoning  and  declamation  against  the 
existence  of  other  orders  of  intelligences.    Thus  he  says : 

"  Here  then  again  we  are  brought  to  the  conyiction  that  God  is, 
so  far  as  we  yet  see,  in  an  especial  and  peculiar  manner,  the  Governor 
of  the  earth  and  of  its  human  inhabitants,  in  such  a  way  that  the  like 
government  cannot  be  conceived  to  be  extended  to  other  planets  and 
other  systems,  withoot  arbitrary  and  fanciful  assumptions ;  assump- 
tions either  of  unintelligible  differences  with  incomprehensible  results^ 
or  of  beings  in  all  respects  human,  inhabiting  the  most  remote  regions 
of  the  universe.  And  here  again,  therefore,  we  are  led  to  the  same 
diflScuIty  which  we  have  already  encountered.  Can  the  earth,  a 
smali  globe  among  so  many  millions,  have  been  selected  as  the  scene 
of  this  especially  divine  government? 

**  That  when  we  attempt  to  extend  our  sympathies  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  other  planets  and  other  worlds,  and  to  regard  them  as  living, 
like  us,  under  a  moral  government,  we  are  driven  to  suppose  them 
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to  be,  in  all  esseiUial  retptcU^  human  beings  Kke  imrselves,  we  have 
proof,  in  all  the  attempts  which  have  been  made  with  whatever 
licence  of  hypothesis  and  fancy,  to  present  to  us  descriptions  and 
representations  of  other  parts  of  the  universe.  Such  representa- 
tions, though  purposely  made  as  unlike  human  beings  as  the  ima- 
gination of  man  can  form  them,  still  are  merely  combinations, 
sh'ghtly  varied,  of  the  elements  of  human  being ;  and  thus  show  us 
that  not  only  our  reason,  but  even  our  imagination,  cannot  conceive 
creatures  subjected  to  the  same  government  to  which  man  is  sub- 
jected, without  conceiving  them  as  being  men  of  one  kind  or 
other."— Pp.  60,  61. 

This  representation,  however,  if  true,  would  contribute 
nothing  to  his  object,  for  if  it  were  a  fact  that  we  cannot  con- 
ceive of  any  other  order  of  intelligences  than  men,  that 
would  form  no  proof  or  probability  that  God  cannot^  and 
has  not  created  other  orders  of  intelligences.    How  does  it 
follow  from  such  a  limitation  of  our  powers  of  conception 
and  fancy  as  he  asserts,  that  there  must  be  an  equal  limita* 
tion  of  God's  powers,  or  of  his  agency !     Singular  logic, 
truly,  for  a  philosopher  who  deems  himself  to  have  reached 
a  height  of  intelligence  so  far  above  that  of  his  fellow  men 
generally,  that  he  is  competent  to  confute  one  of  the  most 
undoubting  of  the  beliefe  which  they  entertain  I 
'  But  if  he  is  not  a  disbeliever  in  the  divine  origin  and 
authority  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  how  is  it  that  he  ad- 
vances this  false  and  absurd  proposition  ?    Are  not  angels  to 
whom  God  directly  reveals  himself,  who  act  as  his  messen- 
gers, who  are  capable  of  coming  from  his  presence  to  this 
world,  and  of  returning,  who  are  naturally  invisible  to  us, 
but  who  are  able  to  make  themselves  perceptible,  a  different 
order  of  intelligences  from  men  ?    Were  not  the  Seraphim, 
the  burning  spirits  who  stood  above  the  throne  of  Jehovah, 
Isaiah  vi.  2,  8,  having  six  vnngs,  of  a  different  nature  from 
men  ?    This  writer  surely,  in  effect  at  leasts  rejects  the  au- 
thority of  the  Bible,  or  he  would  not,  in  the  fece  of  the  feet 
it  thus  reveals,  assert  that  there  can  be  no  intelligences  of  a 
different  order  from  men,  nor  of  any  other  world  than  this. 
And  his  denial  that  there  either  are,  or  can  be  any  other 
species  of  intelligences  than  men,  is  founded,  like  his  other 
assumptions,  on  a  tacit  denial  of  the  divine  perfections. 
For  on  what  ground  can  he  maintain  that  there  can  be  no 
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other  clasB  of  moral  creatures  than  sueli  as  men,  unless  it 
be  on  the  assumption  that  God  is  not  able  to  create  any 
other?  If  God  is  as  able  to  create  intelligences  of  other 
species,  as  he  is  to  create  human  beings,  then  plainly  nothing 
in  his  nature  makes  it  certain  that  he  has  not  created  them 
of  other  species;  and  with  equal  certainty  nothing  in  the 
nature  of  man  makes  it  clear  that  other  species  have  not  been 
created  by  him.  Each  of  the  grounds  on  which  he  thus  far  pro- 
ceeds, thus  resolves  itself  into  low,  felse,  and  impious  notions 
of  the  divine  Being,  that  are  utterly  alien  from  the  Christian 
belief: — into  a  bold  denial  of  his  perfections,  and  adequacy  to 
his  station  as  the  Creator,  Upholder,  andBuler  of  the  universe. 

The  whole  tendency  of  his  work,  accordingly,  and  proba- 
cy its  aim,  unless  he  is  ignorant  of  the  real  import  of  his 
principles  to  a  degree  that  is  scarcely  credible,  is  to  discredit 
die  views  which  the  Scriptures  give  of  the  attributes  and 
character  of  the  Creator,  the  nature  of  the  empire  he  has 
called  into  existence,  and  the  government  he  is  exercising 
over  it,  and  substitute  in  their  place,  the  meanest,  the  falsest, 
and  the  most  contemptible  form  of  theism  that  has  ever  been 
devised.  Yet  this  audacious  speculatist^  who  exhausts  all  the 
resourees  of  his  learning,  wit^  anddimngenuousness,  to  throw 
discredit  on  the  Jehovah  of  the  Bible,  and  its  teachings 
req)ecting  his  kingdom  and  his  government,  is  welcomed  by 
Dr.  Hitchcock  in  an  introduction  to  the  volume,  as  a  "Chris- 
tian scholar,"  who  employs  himself  in  Ulustrating  religion 
firom  science ;  and  an  unreserved  sanction  is  given  both  to 
the  main  principles  on  which  he  proceeds,  and  the  chief  con- 
clusions he  draws  respecting  the  condition  of  the  worlds  that 
make  up  the  universe. 

Having  thus  laid  the  foundation  of  his  theory  of  the  universe 
on  these  fiJse  and  antitheistio  postulates,  he  then  proceeds 
to  confirm  it  by  considerations  drawn  from  t'he  doctrines  of 
geology,  respecting  the  formation  of  the  strata  and  the  age 
of  the  world ;  and  from  the  nebular  hypothesis  respecting 
the  origin  of  stars  and  planetary  systems.  Nearly  the  whole 
of  his  reasonings  are  founded  on  those  fSdse,  unscientific, 
and  preposterous  systems,  and  are  dependent  on  their  truth 
for  their  speciousness  and  force.  He  manages  them,  how- 
ever, especially  those  drawn  from  geology,  with  much  adroit- 
Bees  and  success.    He  holds  that  the  doctrines  of  modem 
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speculative  geology  respecting  the  immeasurable  age  of  the 
earth  and  the  processes  by  which  its  strata  were  formed,  are 
scientifically  demonstrated,  and  are  as  proper  data  to  reason 
from  as  the  facts  of  Astronomy  are ;  and  if  his  data  are 
admitted,  it  will  not  be  easy,  we  think,  to  set  aside  his  conclu- 
sion ;  namely,  that  on  the  ground  of  that  system,  there  are 
no  decisive  proofe  that  any  other  planet  than  the  earth,  or 
indeed  any  other  world,  is  inhabited  by  rational  creatures. 
Dr.  Hitchcock  admitting  and  asserting  the  geological  postu- 
lates on  which  he  proceeds,  is  undoubtedly  obliged,  unless 
he  deserts  his  principles,  to  accede  as  he  does  to  his  conclu- 
sion. The  postulates,  however,  are  false,  and  the  argument 
unscientific ;  and  if  it  were  not,  it  is,  in  our  judgment,  di- 
rected as  much  against  revealed  religion  and  its  author,  and 
is  as  effective  in  that  relation,  as  it  is  against  the  doctrine  of 
the  existence  of  other  inhabited  worlds  than  ours. 

Sir  D.  Brewster's  volume  is  in  the  main  an  able  and 
pleasing  answer  to  the  author  of  the  Plurality  of  "Worlds. 
He  employs  himself  chiefly  in  describing  the  solar  and  stellar 
systems,  and  pointing  out  the  indications  which  they  present, 
that  they  are  designed  to  be  the  residences  of  intelligent 
beings.  He  seems  to  us,  however,  to  have  embarrassed  him- 
self very  much,  by  conceding  to  his  antagonist  the  geological 
postulates  from  which  he  reasons,  that  the  earth  existed 
through  an  immense  and  unknown  period  anterior  to  the  crea- 
tion of  man.  He  does  indeed,  in  his  third  chapter,  decline  to 
receive  the  assumptions  and  conclusions  of  geology  respect- 
ing the  formation  and  age  of  the  earth,  as  certainties  scien- 
tifically demonstrated,  and  pronounces  them  mere  hypo- 
theses.   He  says, 

^  Geology  does  not  pretend  to  give  us  any  iDformation  respecting 
the  process  by  which  the  nucleus  of  the  earth  was  formed.  Some 
speculative  astronomers,  indeed,  have  presumptuously  embarked  in 
such  an  inquiry ;  but  there  is  not  a  trace  of  evidence  that  the  solid 
nucleus  of  the  globe  was  formed  by  secondary  causes,  such  as  the 
aggregation  of  attenuated  matter  diffused  through  space ;  and  the 
nebular  theory^  as  it  has  been  called,  though  maintained  by  a  few 
distinguished  names,  has,  we  think,  been  overturned  by  arguments 
that  have  never  been  answered. 

^^  As  all  the  stratified  formations  which  compose  the  crust  of  the 
earth  have  obviously  been  deposited  in  succession,  geologists  have 
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endesTored  to  form  some  notion  of  the  time  occupied  in  their  depo- 
BitioD^  or  the  age  of  the  roost  ancient  of  them.  By  studying  the 
fossil  remains  found  in  the  different  formations,  geologists  have  placed 
it  beyond  a  doubt,  that  great  changes  have  taken  place  during  the 
formation  of  the  crust  of  the  earth.  The  plants  and  animals  which, 
existed  in  one  period,  are  not  found  in  another;  new  species  were  at 
different  times  created ;  and  frequent  convulsions  have  taken  place, 
upheaving  the  beds  of  the  ocean  into  continents  and  mountain 
ranges,  and  covering  the  dry  land  with  the  waters  which  were  dis- 
placed. That  the  deposition  of  strata  of  such  thickness,  and  opera- 
tions of  such  magnitude,  required  a  long  period  of  time  for  their 
accomplishment,  has  been  willingly  conceded  to  the  geologist ;  but 
this  concession  has  been  founded  on  the  adoption  of  a  unit  of  mea- 
sure, which  may  or  may  not  be  correct.  It  is  taken  for  granted  that 
many  of  the  stratified  rocks  were  deposited  in  the  sea  by  the  samb 
SLOW  PR00£S8BS  which  are  going  on  in  the  present  day  ;  and  as  the 
thickness  of  the  deposits  now  produced  is  a  very  small  quantity  dur- 
ing a  long  period  of  time,  it  is  inferred  that  nine  or  ten  miles  ' 
OF  STRATA  must  havs  taken  millions  of  tears  for  their  forma- 
tion. 

''We  are  not  disposed  to  grudge  the  geologist  even  periods  so 
marvellous  as  this,  provided  they  are  considered  as  merely  htpothe- 
noAL ;  but  when  we  find,  as  we  shall  presently  do,  that  speculative 
writers  employ  these  assumed  periods  as  posftive  truths  for  esta- 
blishing  other  -theories,  which  we  consider  erroneous  and  even  danger- 
ous, we  are  compelled  to  examine,  more  minutely,  a  chronology  which 
has  been  thus  misapplied. 

''Although  we  may  admit  that  our  seas  and  continents  have 
nearly  the  same  locality,  and  cover  nearly  the  same  area,  as  they 
did  at  the  creation  of  Adam ;  and  that  the  hills  have  not,  since  that 
time,  changed  their  form  or  their  height,  nor  the  beds  of  the  ocean 
become  deeper  or  shallower  from  the  diurnal  changes  going  on 
around  us ;  yet  this  does  not  authorize  us  to  conclude  that  the  world 
was  prepared  for  man  by  similar  causes  operating  in  a  similar  man- 
ner. The  same  physical  Causes  may  operate  quickly  or  slowly. 
The  dew  may  fell  invisibly  on  the  ground — the  gentle  shower  may 
descend  noiselessly  on  the  grass— or  the  watery  vapor  may  rush  down 
in  showers  and  torrents  of  rain,  destroying  animal  and  vegetable  life. 
The  frozen  moisture  may  fell  in  atoms  of  crystal,  which  are  felt  only 
by  the  tender  skin  upon  which  they  light ;  or  it  may  come  down  in 
flakes  of  snow,  forming  beds  many  feet  in  thickness,  or  it  may  be 
precipitated  in  destructive  hailstones,  or  in  masses  of  ice,  which  crush 
everything  upon  which  they  felL 
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^  When  the  earth  wag  completed  as  the  home  of  the  haman 
family,  violent  chaDges  upon  its  surface  were  incompatible  with  the 
security  of  life,  and  the  progress  of  civilization.  The  powers  of  the 
physical  world  were,  therefore,  put  under  restraint,  when  man  ob- 
tained dominion  over  the  earth;  and  after  the  great  catastrophe 
which  destroyed  almost  every  living  thing,  the  '  bow  was  set  in  the 
clouds' — a  covenant  between  God  and  man  that  the  elements  should 
not  again  be  his  destroyer.  If  the  Almighty,  then,  since  the  creation 
<A  man,  '  broke  up  the  fountains  of  the  deep,  and  opened  the  win- 
dows of  heaven,'  and  thus,  by  apparently  natural  causes,  covered  the 
whole  earth  with  an  ocean  that  rose  above  the  Himalaya  and  the 
Andes,  why  may  he  not  at  different  periods,  or  during  the  whole 
course  of  the  earth's  formation,  have  deposited  its  strata  by  a  rapid 
precipitation  of  their  atoms  from  the  waters  which  suspended  them  f 
The  period  of  the  earth^s  formation  toould^  upon  this  principle^  be 
reduce^  to  little  more  than  the  united  generations  of  the  different 
orders  of  plants  and  animals  which  constitute  its  organic  remains. 
But  even  the  period  thus  computed  from  the  supposed  duration  of 
animal  life^  mag  be  sHll further  shortened.  Plants  and  animals  which, 
in  our  day,  require  a  century  for  their  development,  may  in  primitive 
times  have  shot  up  in  rank  luxuriance,  and  been  ready  in  a  few 
days,  or  months,  or  years,  for  the  great  purpose  of  exhibiting,  by 
their  geological  distribution,  the  progressive  formation  of  the  earth. 

"  There  are  other  points  in  geolo^cal  theory,  which,  though  mere 
inferences  from  a  very  limited  number  of  facts,  have  been  employed, 
as  if  they  were  absolutely  true,  to  support  erroneous  and  dangerous 
theories;  and  but  for  this  misapplication  of  them,  we  should  not 
have  called  in  question  opinions  in  themselves  reasonable  only  when 
viewed  as  probable  truths.  The  geological  inference  to  which  we 
allude  is,  that  man  did  not  exist  during  the  period  of  the  earth's  for- 
ww/ion."— Pp.  45-63. 

Here  is  thus  a  specific  rejection  of  the  postulate  on  which 
the  geological  theory  of  the  vast  age  of  the  earth  is  founded, 
that  the  processes  by  which  the  strata  were  formed  took 
place  under  the  action  of  causes  of  only  the  same  intensity, 
and  operating  at  the  same  slow  rate,  as  those  by  which  some- 
what similar  effects  are  wrought  at  the  present  time.  This 
he  pronounces  a  mere  hypothesis — ^not  a  self-evident,  or  a 
demonstrated  certainty  fix>m  which  the  immense  age  ascribed 
by  geologists  to  the  earth  can  be  scientifically  established^ 
Instead,  he  maintains  that  it  is  compatible  with  the  powers 
and  the  laws  of  nature,  that  the  whole  body  of  the  strata 
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should  have  been  deposited  in  a  very  brief  period.  The 
pretext,  therefore,  that  geology  establishes  the  slow  fbrma- 
tion  of  the  strata,  and  the  immense  age  of  the  world,  by 
scientific  proof,  he  rejects  as  a  great  and  dangerous  error. 
These  are  substantially  the  views,  our  readers  will  see,  which 
we  have  maintained,  and  they  overthrow  the  pretence  so 
loudly  proclaimed  by  some  of  the  geologists,  that  their 
theory  of  the  age  of  the  earth  is  a  &ct  scientifically  esta- 
blished, and  overturn  the  whole  of  the  reasonings  of  the  author 
of  ihe  Plurality  of  Worlds,  founded  on  that  theory,  in  sup- 
port of  his  doctrine  that  the  earth  is  the  only  sphere  that  is 
inhabited  by  intelligent  creatures. 

Very  inconsiderately,  hoj^rever,  we  think.  Sir  D.  Brewster 
quits  this  ground,  and  consents  to  reason  with  his  antagonist 
on  the  supposition  that  that  geological  hypothesis  is  true ; 
for  he  thereby  gives  up  the  means  of  proving  that  the 
planets  are  already  the  residence  of  intelligent  creatures, 
which  is  the  point  to  which  all  his  other  reasonings  are 
directed,  and  which  it  is  his  proper  business  to  establish, 
and  only  retains  the  power  of  proving  that  they  may,  at  some 
Juture  time,  become  the  seats  of  rational  existence.  He 
says:— 

**  The  fint  and  the  most  plausible  of  the  arguments  maintained 
by  the  eesayist,  is  drawn  from  geological  facts  and  theories.  We 
have  already,  in  a  preceding  chapter,  explained  these  facts,  and 
admitted,  with  certain  limitations  (which,  to  give  our  opponent 
every  advantage,  we  at  present  abandon),  that  during  a  long  period 
of  time,  when  the  earth  was  preparing  for  the  residence  of  man,  it 
was  the  seat  only  of  vegetable  and  animal  life. 

'*  Since  the  earth,  then,  was,  during  a  very  long  time  (a  million 
of  years  we  shall  say)  uninhabited  by  intelligent  beings,  our  author 
draws  the  conclusion  that  all  the  other  planets  may  be  occupied  at 
present  with  a  life  no  higher  than  that  of  brutes,  or  with  no  life  at 
all;  that  is,  that  there  is  not  a  plurality  of  worlds  inhabited  by 
rational  beings.  ^Now,  this  is  not  the  conclusion  which  the  premises 
authorise..  If  God  took  a  million  of  years  to  prepare  the  earth  for 
man,  the  probability  is,  that  all  the  planets  were  sunilarly  prepared 
for  inhabitants,  and  that  they  are  now  occupied  by  rational  beings. 
If  one  or  more  of  them  are  only  in  the  act  of  being  prepared,  and 
are  not  yet  the  seat  of  intelligence,  analogy  forces  us  to  the  conclu- 
rion  that  they  will  be  inhabited  like  the  earth.    The  assertion  that 
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they  may  be  occupied  by  no  life  at  all,  is  contrary  to  all  analogy, 
unless  we  suppose  that  idl  the  planets  are  only  in  that  stage  of  pre- 
paration which  preceded  the  protozaie  age — a  supposition  which  no 
person  is  entitled  to  make,  but  which,  if  it  were  true,  would  prore 
that  the  time  was  approaching  when  all  the  planets  would  be  in- 
habited like  the  earth."— Pp.  205-207. 


But  in  thus  conceding  that  the  earth  existed,  and  was  the 
seat  of  life  through  a  vast  and  unknown  series  of  ages  before 
man  was  created,  he  gives  up,  so  far  as  the  argument  from 
this  world  is  concerned,  All  certainty  that  any  of  the  other 
planets  are  the  seats  of  rational  existence.  The  term  mil- 
lion, he  uses  "  to  avoid  circumlocution," — ^not  as  the  real 
measure  of  the  period  that  was  occupied  in  the  preparation 
of  the  earth  for  the  residence  of  man.  He  concedes  that  on 
the  geological  theory,  it  may  have  been,  as  many  maintain, 
many  millions  of  years.  There  are  no  means  of  determin- 
ing, or  conjecturing  with  any  color  of  probability  within 
myriads  and  millions  of  ages,  what  the  period  must  have 
been.  In  admitting,  therefore,  that  it  is  thus  wholly  uncer- 
tain what  length  of  time  must  pass  fcom  the  creation  of  a 
planet  before,  judging  from  the  supposed  analogy  of  the  earth 
according  to  the  hypothesis  of  geologists,  it  can  be  prepared 
to  be  the  residence  of  intelligent  existences;  he  admits  that 
it  is  impossible  to  show  that  any  of  the  planets  have  existed 
during  such  a  period  as  is  necessary  fbr  their  preparation  to 
be  the  abode  of  such  existences.  All  that  his  argument 
enables  him,  on  the  supposition  that  it  js  legitimate,  to  prove 
is,  that  though  they  *'  are  not  yet  the  seat  of  intelligence, 
analogy  forces  us  to  the  conclusion  that  they  tmU  be  inha* 
bited  like  the  earth."  He  thus  allows  the  essayist  to 
triumph  so  far  as  the  present  state  of  planetary  worlds  is 
concerned.  But  if  it  is  conceded  that  so  far  as  analogy  goes, 
there  is  no  proof  nor  probability  that  up  to  the  present  time 
any  other  planet  than  the  earth  is  inhabited  by  rational 
creatures ;  it  is,  then,  a  very  -grave  question  whether  any 
proo&  or  probabilities  are  furnished  by  analogy  that  any 
other  planet  ever  will  be  inhabited  by  them.  For  if  all  the 
planetary  worlds  except  the  earth  have,  through  the  lapse 
of  untold  myriads  and  millions  of  ages,  been  devoted  exclu- 
sively to  animal  and  vegetable  life,  does  not  analogy  indi- 
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cate,  and  on  a  scale  proportional  to  the  greatness  of  those 
worlds  in  number  and  bulk  compared  to  the  earth,  that  they 
are  to  be  for  ever  devoted  exclusively  to  animal  and  vegetable 
life  ?  Is  not  every  such  planet  as  ample  a  premise,  in  pro- 
portion to  its  size,  for  that  conclusion,  as  the  earth  is  for  the 
opposite  one  ?  If  the  argument  depends  for  its  force  on  what 
has  actually  taken  place,  does  it  not  conclude  with  infinitely 
greater  force  against  the  inhabitation  of  any  other  planet  than 
the  earth  by  rational  creatures,  than  in  favor  of  it  ?  Can  it  be 
proved,  or  made  in  any  measure  probable,  that  such  immea*. 
surable  periods  are  requisite  to  the  preparation  of  planets  for 
the  abode  of  intelligent  beings?  Does  not  the  supposition 
that  they  are  devoted  through  immeasurable  ages  tb  unin- 
telligent life,  indicate  that  the  processes  through  which  they 
pass  during  those  periods,  have  a  reference  to  that  life, 
rather  than  to  prepare  them  for  the  residence  of  intelligent 
creatures?  If  the  latter  is  the  aim  of  the  changes  through 
which  they  are  conducted,  why  are  they  protracted  through 
such  immense  periods,  when  they  might  be  consummated 
in  a  comparatively  brief  space?  We  see  not  how  Sir  D* 
Brewster  can  answer  these  inquiries.  He  seems  to  us  most 
needlessly  and  unscientifically  to  have  conceded  to  hifl 
antagonist  a  postulate  from  which,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
inference  against  the  occupation  of  the  planets  by  intelligent 
beings  up  to  the  present  time,  is  made  unanswerable ;  and 
on  the  other,  the  sinews  are  cut  of  the  argument  from  analogy, 
in  favor  of  their  becoming  the  residence  of  such,  beings  at 
any  future  period. 

Into  the  theme  of  his  seventh  chapter,  the  religious  difficul- 
ties of  the  subject,  which  is  less  happily  treated  than  the 
main  branches  of  his  argument,  we  have  not  space  to  enter. 
The  confident  assumption  of  his  opponent,  that  if  other 
worlds  besides  the  earth  are  inhabited  by  rational  creatures, 
they  must  be  fallen  and  miserable  like  men,  we  regard  as 
wholly  unauthorized  and  absurd.  He  might  as  well  allege 
the  fact  that  the  inmates  of  a  hospital  are  all  diseased,  many 
of  them  broken-limbed,  and  some  of  them  mutilated,  aa 
proof  that  the  inmates  of  all  other  large  edifices  are  in  the 
same  bodily  condition ;  or  the  &ct  that  the  patients  in  an 
insane  retreat  are  delirious,  as  proof  that  the  occupants  of 
all  other  spacious  buildings  are  bereft  of  reason,    Aliena- 
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tioB — ^revolt  fix>m  Ood — ia  not  a  natural  condition  of  crea- 
tores,  any  more  than  fever,  the  fracture  and  dislocation  of 
the  limb^  and  delirium,  are  natural  to  the  body  and  mind. 
Both  are  unnatural,  the  result  of  peculiar  causes,  and  their 
existence  in  this  world  cannot  be  made  the  ground  of 
inferring  that  they  are  common  to  other  orders  of  iutelli- 
genoes. 

The  fitncy  of  the  essayist  and  other  sceptics,  that  the  insig- 
nificance of  this  world  compared  to  the  countless  multitude 
of  orbs  that  fill  the  regions  of  space,  renders  it  incredible  that 
this  sphere  should  be  made  the  theatre  of  so  astonishing  a 
work  as  that  of  redemptioD,  is  equally  unfounded  and  irra- 
tional Instead,  it  is  a  mark  of  the  infinite  wisdom  and 
beneyolence  of  God  that  in  admitting  evil  to  enter  his  king- 
dom,  and  in  a  race  that  mxdtiply  and  transmit  the  evils  of 
their  £Edlen  state  to  their  offipring,  he  selected  a  world  of  such 
moderate  dimensions.  As  evil  takes  place,  not  because  he 
cannot  prevent  it^  but  by  his  permission,  because  the  display 
and  vindication  of  his  rights  and  character,  and  the  ultimate 
well-being  of  his  kingdom  will  be  better  subserved  by  per- 
mitting than  by  preventing  it,  througb  the  moral  adminis- 
tration he  exercises  towards  those  who  sin ;  his  perfections 
must  naturally  lead  him  to  confine  it  to  as  narrow  limits  as 
are  compatible  with  his  securing  the  great*  objects  for  which 
it  is  allowed  to  take  place ;  and  these  objects  manifestly  are 
the  perfect  exhibition  and  assertion  of  his  right  to  the  homage 
of  all  his  moral  creatures ;  his  right  to  subject  them  to  a  trial 
of  their  allegiance  that  shall  justify  him  in  treating  them,  if 
they  continue  obedient,  as  his  steadfiust  and  trustworthy  chil- 
dren ;  and  his  right  to  punish  them  for  their  offences ;  the 
exemplification  of  the  natural  consequences  of  revolt  in  the 
continued  sin  and  misery  of  the  Mien ;  the  exemplification 
of  the  hopelessness  of  their  ever  voluntarily  returning  to 
allegiance ;  the  demonstration  of  his  power  to  treat  fallen 
beings,  even  in  punishing  them,  with  perfect  justice  and 
goodness;  and  finally  the  manifestation  of  his  ability  to 
renew,  forgive,  and  redeem  the  revolted,  and  raise  them  to 
the  purity  and  blessedness  of  unfallen  children,  consistently 
with  truth,  justice,  goodness,  and  wisdom,  and  to  the  infi- 
nite glory  of  his  name  and  benefit  of  his  kingdom.  And  all 
these  demonstrations  are  made,  all  will  admit,  on  an  ade- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1864.]        on  the  PlwaJity  of  Inhabited  Worlds.  296 

quate  scale  for  the  instmction  of  the  whole  universe,  no 
matter  how  countless  the  orders,  or  immense  the  number  of 
the  intelligences  may  be  that  people  it.  No  one  surely  will 
maintain  that  there  has  not  been,  and  is  not  to  be,  an  ade* 
quate  exemplification  of  what  it  is  for  a  race  of  moral  beings 
to  revolt  from  God;  what  the  fomis  are  which  sin  assumes 
in  such  a  world,  and  what  the  miseries  are  to  which  it  gives 
birth.  No  one  will  maintain  that  this  world  has  not  proved 
an  ample  theatre  for  the  assertion  of  God's  rights  over  Mien 
creatures,  and  the  exemplification  of  them  in  acts  of  judgment 
and  justice.  No  one  will  object  that  it  has  not  proved  an 
ample  scene  for  the  display  of  his  forbearance,  his  pity,  his 
condescension,  his  bounty,  and  his  goodness.  No  one  will 
deny  that  in  the  work  of  redemption,  a  manifestation  is  made 
of  his  righteousness  and  his  mercy,  in  a  form  and  on  a  scale 
suitable  to  the  grandeur  of  his  being  and  attributes,  and  com- 
mensurate to  the  display  of  these  infinite  glories  of  his  nature 
to  all  the  countless  hosts  of  his  empire  through  the  endless 
ages  of  its  existence.  Nor  will  any  one  deny  that  the  Scrip- 
tures foreshow  that  the  application  of  redemption  to  the  race 
is  hereafter  to  take  place  on  a  &r  vaster  scale  than  hereto- 
fore, continue  through  an  immense  period,  and  rise  to  a 
greatness  and  grandeur  equal  to  all  the  ends  it  is  designed  to 
answer  in  his  kingdom  throughout  its  everlasting  career. 
As  then  all  these  great  aims  are  to  be  adequately  attained, 
our  earth  is  of  sufiicient  size  for  the  theatre  of  such  a  work^ 
and  its  selection  in  preference  to  a  vaster  orb  that  would 
naturally  have  involved  the  everlasting  loss  .of  far  greater 
numbers,  is  precisely  what  might  be  expected  of  God's  per- 
fections, and  is  a  proof,  instead  of  otherwise,  that  the  work 
of  redemption  is  truly  his. 

Sir  David  Brewster's  chapters  on  the  sun,  planets,  and 
stars,  are  very  pleasing,  and  present  the  argument  for  a  plu- 
rality of  inhabited  worlds  in  an  effective  form.  It  may  be 
briefly  stated  thus.  The  earth  is  fitted  to  be  the  abode  (^ 
living  things,  vegetables,  and  animals,  by  its  solid  crust,  its 
water,  and  its  air,  its  whirl  on  its  axis,  its  movement  round 
the  sun  by  which  it  has  a  succession  of  seasons,  and  its  illu- 
mination by  that  orb  and  the  moon.  And  these  elements, 
agents,  and  movements,  with  the  vegetables  and  animals 
with  which  it  is  peopled,  fit  it  to  be  the  abode  of  man ;  for 
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the  latter  are  as  essential  to  his  residenoe  here,  as  soil,  air, 
water,  light,  and  heat  are,  and  have  in  their  subservience  to 
him  the  end  of  their  being.    Vegetables  are  unquestionably 
designed  for  the  support  of  animal  life,  and  are  indispen- 
sable to  the  subsistence  of  corporeal  intelligences  like  men ; 
and  animals  are  as  unquestionably  necessary  in  a  world  sown 
with  vegetables,  and  are  designed  for  the  service  of  intelli- 
gences, even  if  not  in  the  shape  of  food ;  as  is  shown  by  their 
creation  on  the  earth  immediately  after  the  production  of 
vegetables,  and  the  subjection  of  both  to  the  dominion  of 
man.    Such  are  the  facts  in  respect  to  the  earth.    If  it  were 
not  the  abode  of  man,  the  reason  would  be  wanting  for 
which  its  vegetables  and  animals  now  have  their  being;  and 
if  there  were  no  vegetables  and  animals  on  it,  the  object 
would  no  longer  exist  for  which  it  has  a  soil,  water,  and  air, 
turns  on  its  axis,  revolves  round  the  sun,  and  receives  &om 
that  orb  light  and  heat   As  these  elements,  agents,  and  move- 
ments  thus  have  their  end  in  vegetable,  animal,  and  human 
life,  it  is  clear  that  they  exist  for  that  end ;  a  subserviency 
to  vegetable,  animal,  and  rational  life  is  their  proper  and 
special  function.    Such  then  being  the  fact  in  respect  to  the 
earth,  in  reasoning  from  that  to  other  planets,  we  must  regard 
the  same  elements,  movements,  and  agents  wherever  we  dia- 
cover  them,  as  having  the  same  function  and  operating  to 
the  same  end.    The  fact,  therefore,  that  Mars  and  Jupiter, 
for  example,  have  solid  crusts,  water,  and  air,  that  they  turn 
on  their  axes,  and  revolve  round  the  sun,  are  illuminated 
and  warmed  by  that  orb,  have  a  succession  of  days  and  sea- 
sons,  and  that  Jupiter  has  a  group  of  splendid  moons,  shows 
that  they  are  fitted  to  be  the  theatre  of  vegetable  and  animal 
life ;  and  as  vegetables  and  animals  have  their  end  in  sub- 
serving the  well-being  of  intelligent  creatures,  they  together 
indicate  that  those  orbs  are  the  residences  of  intelligent 
existences.    The  fact  that  these  causes  and  auxiliaries  of 
intelligent  life  exist  in  those  spheres,  is  thus  a  natural  and  ade- 
quate postulate  for  the  inference  that  intelligent  beings  exist 
there,  in  subserving  whom  these  causes  and  instruments  have 
their  end.    To  deny  it,  is  to  deny  that  we  can  reason  from 
our  world  to  others.    For  if  this  is  not  a  legitimate  argu- 
ment from  the  facts  of  our  world,  it  is  clear  that  there  can 
be  no  argument  of  any  kind  from  them.    If  that  which  k 
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troe  here  does  not  hold  true  there;  if  the  existence  of  the 
like  caoseB  and  agencies  there  does  not  indicate  that  thej 
exist  for  the  like  purposes  as  here,  and  have  their  subser- 
▼ienoe  in  the  like  ends,  then  undoubtedly,  as  they  certainly 
cannot  prove  the  opposite,  nor  any  different  &ct,  they  form 
no  ground  for  any  inference  whatever,  and  all  analogical 
reasoning  from  them  must  be  given  up,  which  is  irrational 
and  absurd.  A  like  argument  is  applicable  to  all  other 
planets,  and  indeed  to  all  other  spheres. 

Sir  David  Brewster  sums  up  his  argument  on  this  branch 
of  the  subject  in  the  following  form : 

"We  can  easily  conceive  why  some  persons  may  believe  that  all 
the  planets  which  have  satellites  are  inhabited,  while  they  deny  the 
inhabitability  of  those  that  have  none,  and  also  of  the  sun  and  the  satel* 
lites  themselves.  There  are  individuals,  too,  though  we  doabt  their 
fcith  in  siderial  astronomy,  who  readily  believe  that  the  whole  of  oar 
planetary  system  is  the  seat  of  life,  while  they  are  startled  by  the 
statement  that  every  star  in  the  heavens,  and  every  point  in  a  nebula 
which  the  most  powerful  telescope  has  not  separated  from  its  neigh* 
bor,  is  a  sun,  su^unded  by  inhabited  planets  like  our  own ;  and 
that  immortal  beings  are  swarming  through  universal  space  more 
numerous  than  drops  of  water  in  the  ocean,  or  the  grains  of  sand 
upon  its  shores.  But  if  these  persons  really  believe  in  the  distances 
and  magnitudes  of  the  stars,  and  the  laws  which  govern  the  binary 
systems  of  double  stars,  they  must  find  it  equally,  if  not  more  diffi- 
cult to  comprehend  why  innumerable  suns  and  worlds  fill  the  im- 
mensity of  the  universe,  revolving  round  one  another,  and  discharg- 
ing their  light  and  heat  into  space,  without  a  plant  to  spring 
under  their  influence,  without  an  animal  to  rejoice  in  their  genial 
beams,  and  without  the  eye  of  reason  to  lid  itself  devoutly  to  its 
Creator.  In  peopling  such  worlds  with  life  and  intelligence,  we 
assign  the  cause  [the  reason]  of  their  existence  ;  and  when  the  mind 
is  once  alive  to  this  great  truth,  it  cannot  fail  to  realize  the  grand 
combination  of  infinity  of  life  with  infinity  of  matter. 

"  In  support  of  these  views,  we  have  already  alluded  to  the  almost 
incredible  fact,  that  there  are  in  our  own  globe  hills  and  strata  miles 
in  length,  composed  of  the  fossil  remains  of  microscopic  insects ;  and 
we  n«ed  scarcely  remind  the  least  informed  of  our  readers  that  the 
air  which  they  breathe,  the  water  which  they  drink,  the  food  which 
they  eat,  the  earth  on  which  they  tread,  the  ocean  which  encircles 
ttiem,  and  the  atmosphere  above  their  heads,  are  swarming  with  uni, 
versal  life.    Wherever  we  have  seen  matter,  we  have  seen  life.    Life 
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was  not  made  for  matter,  but  matter  fer  life ;  aad  in  whatever  spot 
we  see  its  atoms,  whether  at  our  feet,  or  in  the  planets,  or  in  the 
remotest  star,  we  may  be  sure  that  life  is  there — ^life  to  enjoy  the 
light  and  heat  of  God's  bounty,  to  study  his  w^ks,  to  recognise  his 
glory,  and  to  bless  his  name. 

"'  Those  ungenial  mioda  that  can  be  brought  to  believe  that  the 
earth  is  the  only  inhabited  body  in  the  universe,  will  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  conceiving  that  it  also  might  have  been  without  inhabitants. 
Nay,  if  such  minds  are  imbued  with  geological  truth  pie  means  the 
geological  theory],  they  must  admit  that  for  millions  of  years  the 
earth  was  without  inhabitants ;  and  hence  we  are  led  to  the  extraor- 
dinary result  that  for  millions  of  years  there  was  not. an  intelligent 
creature  in  the  vast  dominions  of  the  universal  King ;  and  that 
before  the  formation  of  the  protozoie  strata,  there  was  neither  a  plant 
nor  an  animal  throughout  the  infinity  of  space  /  During  this  long 
period  of  universal  death,  when  nature  herself  was  asleep,  the  sun 
with  his  magnificent  attendants,  the  planets  with  their  faithful  satel- 
lites, the  stars  in  the  binary  systems,  the  solar  system  itself,  were 
performing  their  daily,  their  annual,  and  their  secular  movements 
unseen,  unheeded,  and  fulfilling  no  purpose  that  human  reason  can 
oonceive — lamps  lighting  nothing — fires  heating  nothing — waters 
quenching  nothing — clouds  screening  nothing — breejses  fanning  no- 
thing— and  everything  around,  mountain  and  valley,  hill  and  dale, 
earth  and  ocean,  all  meaning  nothing. 


."'The  stars 


Did  wander  darkling  in  the  eternal  space.' 

'^  To  our  apprehension,  such  a  condition  of  the  earth,  of  the  solar 
system,  and  of  the  siderial  universe,  would  be  the  same  as  that  of 
our  own  globe,  if  all  its  vessels  of  war  and  of  commerce  were  tra- 
versing its  seas  with  empty  cabins  and  freightless  holds — as  if  all 
the  railways  on  its  surface  were  in  full  activity  without  passengers 
and  goods — and  all  our  machinery  beating  the  air,  and  gnashing 
their  iron  teeth  without  work  performed.  A  house  without  tenants, 
a  city  without  citiz^is,  present  to  our  minds  the  same  idea  as 
a  planet  without  life,  and  a  universe  without  inhabitants." — ^Pp. 
184-188. 

But  it  is  not  only  thus  indicated  by  the  nature  and  office 
of  the  material  worlds  as  subservient  to  intelligent  creatures, 
that  the  whole  universe  is  peopled  with  such  inhabitants ; 
but  the  creation  of  such  a  boundless  rational  and  moral 
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empire  id  what  zniglit  be  expected  of  the  Creator.  As  his 
attributes  are  infinite,  and  enable  him  to  create,  uphold,  and 
role  a  moral  kingdom  as  vast  as  his  material  dominions  are, 
and  as  boundless  as  he  pleases,  it  is  manifestly  in  harmony 
with  his  perfections  and  the  objects  for  which  he  creates 
and  governs  creatures,  that  he  should  raise  his  empire  to  an 
extent  so  immense  as  to  display  to  his  children  his  infinite 
greatness,  and  inspire  them  with  an  awe,  adoration,  love, 
and  trust,  appropriate  to  it.  To  people  but  a  single  world 
with  intelligences — to  give  existence  to  but  a  small  number, 
and  those  of  limited  faculties,  would  imply  that  his  wisdom 
and  benevolence  were  immeasurably  disproportioned  to  his 
power  and  knowledge — ^that  he  had  fistr  less  delight  in 
exercising  and  displaying  his  moral  than  his  natural  perfec- 
tions. 

A  boundless  material  and  moral  empire  seems  equally 
necessary  to  the  instruction,  activity,  and  happiness  of  his 
moral  creatures.  To  lead  on  a  world  of  intelligences  through 
an  endless  existence,  means  must  be  furnished  for  their 
everlasting  advancement  in  the  knowledge  of  him,  and  their 
ceaseless  activity  in  xxsefal  and  pleasing  employments.  Such 
displays  of  him,  such  means  of  a  knowledge  of  him,  cannot 
be  fornished  by  a  single  world,  nor  by  a  small  number  of 
orbs.  All  that  a  group  like  our  solar  system,  for  example^ 
could  furnish,  would  at  length  become  familiar,  and  be  ex- 
hausted. A  boundless  system  of  worlds  peopled  with  intel- 
ligences of  various  orders,  the  theatre  of  a  wise  and  bene- 
volent moral  administration,  the  scenes  of  boundless  displays 
of  the  wisdom,  virtue,  and  happiness  of  holy  creatures,  and  of 
the  occurrence,  every  hour,  of  events  of  interest  and  beauty 
adapted  to  show  forth  the  grandeur  of  the  divine  thoughts, 
and  touch  the  heart  with  wonder,  joy,  love,  and  adoration, 
is  requisite  to  the  perfect  instruction,  advancement,  and 
blessedness  of  an  intelligent  world  through  an  interminable 
existence:  one,  that  at  every  stage  of  their  progress  tran- 
scends their  full  comprehension :  one  whose  wonders  and 
grandeurs  they  feel,  at  every  step,  they  can  never  exhaust. 

And  what  the  divine  perfections  and  the  necessities  of  a 
moral  kingdom  that  is  to  endure  for  ever  thus  suggest,  the 
Scriptures  fully  confirm.  The  boundless  material  empire 
which  we  know  through  the  eye  and  the  telescope  he  has 
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built)  he  himself  has  shown  in  his  word,  is  peopled  by  nume- 
rous orders  and  innumerable  multitudes  of  intelligent  agents. 

Thus  it  is  announced  to  us  by  the  voice  of  Jehovah  him- 
self that  when  the  foundation  of  the  earth  was  laid,  there 
were  "  morning  stars  that  sang  together,  and  sons  of  G-od 
that  shouted  for  joy"  (Job  xxxviii.  7).  They  were  inhabit- 
ants, therefore,  of  more  than  one  orb.  They  were  probably 
of  many,  and  perhaps  of  vast  groups,  of  immense  systems ; 
and  their  chant  of  ascriptions,  of  wonder,  and  of  joy,  indi- 
cates that  they  were  aware  of  the  great  designs  of  the  crea* 
tion  of  our  world  and  its  associate  orbs.  Were  their  song 
communicated  to  us,  we  should  find  it,  doubtless,  the  grateM 
shout  of  innumerable  spheres,  uttering  their  adoration,  cele- 
brating the  wisdom,  righteousness,  and  beneficence  of  his  rule 
over  them,  ascribing  to  him  a  rightful  dominion  over  the  new- 
formed  worlds,  and  breathing  wishes  for  the  eternal  sanctitude 
and  blessedness  of  their  inhabitants;  or  if  they  had  a  know- 
ledge that  the  earth  was  to  be  the  scene  of  a  fall  and  a  work 
of  redemption,  we  should  find  in  it  expressions  of  their 
perfect  confidence  in  the  rectitude  and  wisdom  of  God's 
ways,  and  desires  to  contemplate  and  understand  the  dis- 
pensations  of  justice  and  mercy  he  was  to  exercise  towards 
the  fallen ;  and  not  improbably  should  learn  that  acknow- 
ledgments and  celebrations  were  mingled  in  it  from  thou- 
sands and  myriads  of  orbs  like  this,  and  races  like  ours,  of 
the  perfect  uprightness  and  benevolence  of  the  great  feature 
of  the  government  that  was  to  be  established  over  man,  and 
lead  to  his  apostasy ;  namely,  the  trial  of  the  parents  of  the 
race,  and  the  transmission  of  the  reward  of  their  obedience, 
if  they  maintained  allegiance — of  the  evils  of  their  fell,  if 
they  fell,  to  their  posterity.  This  great  announcement  from 
the  lips  of  the  Creator  thus  shows  us  that  at  the  moment 
when  he  called  the  earth  and*  the  associate  worlds  of  the 
system  into  existence,  he  already  had  a  vast  empire  peopled 
with  intelligences  who  witnessed,  or  were  apprised  of  the 
act,  and  were  aware  of  the  reason  for  which  he  created,  and 
was  to  rule  the  new  formed  spheres  and  the  creatures  who 
were  to  occupy  them. 

The  history  of  the  fall  of  our  first  parents,  through  the 
agency  of  the  devil,  reveals  to  us  also  that  an  order  of  intel- 
ligences then  existed,  essentially  unlike  our  race,  and  capa- 
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ble  of  entering  into  animals,  and  using  their  organs,  as 
though  they  were  their  own ;  and  we  learn  from  the  subse- 
quent teachings  of  the  Bible,  that  a  vast  host  of  them^  like 
tiiat  tempter,  are  fallen,  and  though  originally  of  another 
sphere,  now  make  this  world  a  special  theatre  of  their 
agency.  We  learn,  also,  that  an  infinite  host  of  their  order 
remain  unfallen ;  that  they  dwell  in  the  immediate  presence 
of  God,  that  they  are  of  a  nature  that  allows  them  to  come 
to  this  world,  and  make  themselves  visible  to,  and  converse 
with  men. 

The  burning  spirits,  called  seraphim,  that  stood  above 
the  throne  of  Jehovah  in  the  vision  beheld  by  Isaiah,  vi. 
1-7,  having  six  wings,  are  a  still  different  order  of  intelli- 
gences. 

But  in  the  New  Testament  it  is  expressly  revealed  that 
there  are  many  orders  of  intelligences  of  eminent  rank  in 
the  divine  empire,  and  of  titles  differing  from  these.  Thus, 
we  are  told  (Col.  i.  16)  that  among  the  all  things  created  by 
the  Son  that  are  in  heaven  and  that  are  in  earth,  visible  and 
invisible,  there  are  thrones  and  lordships,  principalities  and 
authorities  or  powers ;  which  are  the  names  of  orders  of  in- 
telligences that  have  authority,  and  therefore  imply  that 
there  are  others  of  an  inferior  rank  that  are  subject  to  their 
rule ;  and  we  are  told  also  that  Christ,  at  his  resurrection 
and  ascension  to  the  right  hand  of  the  Father  in  heaven, 
was  exalted  above  all  principality,  and  authority,  and  power, 
and  lordship,  and  every  name  that  is  named,  not  only  in  this 
age  or  dispensation,^ but  in  that  which  is  to  come;  which 
implies  that  besides  these  four  classes,  there  are  other  intel- 
ligent creatures  also  of  ranks  and  titles  that  are  not  enume- 
rated here,  all  of  whom,  by  subjection  to  his  sceptre,  are 
brought  into  an  immediate  relation  to  him  as  the  Bedeemer 
of  our  world  (Ephesians  i  20-28).  We  are  taught,  also,  in 
another  passage,  that  one  object  of  the  work  of  redemption 
is,  to  make  known  to  these  principalities  and  powers  in  the 
heavenly  worlds,  the  manifold  wisdom  of  God  (Ephesians 
iiL  9-11). 

Here  is  thus  an  explicit  revelation  that  God  has  peopled 
the  celestial  worlds  with  intelligences  of  various  orders  and 
ranks,  some  of  them  of  such  a  nature  that  if  they  were  in 
our  presence  they  would  be  visible  to  us,  and  others  that  are 
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not  perceptible  by  our  sight ;  for  the  visible  and  the  invisible 
are  expressly  distinguished  from  the  worlds  in  which  they 
exist;  and  that  the  greatest  and  most  peculiar  measure  of 
his  administration  of  this  world — ^the  work  of  redemption — 
has  a  special  reference  to  their  instruction  in  the  manifold 
wisdom  of  the  Creator.  The  natures  of  these  beings  vary, 
doubtless,  according  as  the  spheres  differ  which  they  occupy, 
and  their  numbers  are  proportional  to  the  vast  bulk  and  the 
infinite  crowd  of  the  worlds  which  are  the  scene  of  their 
activity  and  blessedness. 

That  the  whole  material  universe  is  peopled  by  intelligent 
beings,  is  indicated  also  with  almost  equal  clearness  in  the 
Old  Testament.  Thus  the  Psalmist  summons  the  inhabitants 
of  all  God's  dominions  to  pay  him  the  homage  of  their  love 
and  adoration.  *'  Jehovah  has  established  his  throne  in  the 
heavens  and  his  kingdom  rul^  over  alL  Bless  Jehovah,  ye 
his  augels  that  excel  in  strength,  that  do  his  commandments, 
hearkening  unto  the  voice  of  his  word.  Bless  ye  Jehovah, 
all  his  hosts,  his  ministers  that  do  his  pleasure.  Bless  ye 
Jehovah,  aU  his  works  in  all  places  of  his  dominion.  Bless 
thou  Jehovah,  0  my  soul."  Psalm  ciii.  19-22.  All  his 
hosts,  his  servants  that  do  his  pleasure,  are  intelligences  un- 
doubtedly,  as  truly  as  the  angels  are  who  do  his  command* 
ments  and  hearken  to  the  voice  of  his  word.  It  is  as  ser- 
vants that  do  his  pleasure  that  they  are  summoned  to  pay 
the  homage  of  blessing  or  adoration  and  love  to  Jehovah ; 
which  implies  that  that  homage  is  to  be  a  special  act  of  wor- 
ship in  addition  to,  and  differing  as  a  special  act  from  their 
ordinary  ministry  and  obedience ;  and  indicates,  therefore, 
that  they  are  intelligent  beings,  not  unconscious  spheres, 
which  are  his  instruments  simply,  not  his  voluntary  servants. 
In  like  manner  all  his  works  in  all  places  of  his  dominion, 
are  doubtless  intelligent  beings  who  inhabit  the  dominions 
from  which  they  are  distinguished,  not  those  material  worlds 
themselves,  or  ike  unconscious  vegetables  or  brute  creatures 
that  have  their  supreme  end  in  a  subservience  to  intelligent 
existences.  And  with  these,  all  the  other  teachings  of  the 
Scriptures  are  in  harmony. 

It  is  thus  not  simply  the  indication  of  science  and  the  dic- 
tate of  reason,  but  it  is  the  express  doctrine  of  revelation, 
that  the  imiverse  of  worlds  is  peopled  by  a  universe  of  intel- 
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ligent  creatares :  that  God  has  a  moral  kingdom  as  vast  and 
glorious  as  the  material  empire  is,  with  which  he  has  filled  the 
Ulimitable  realms  of  space ;  that  this  empire  is  now  under 
the  sceptre  of  Christ,  and  that  his  sway  over  the  world, 
instead  of  being  incompatible  with  it,  is  to  be  the  means  of 
unveiling  to  the  highest  orders  of  his  creatures,  the  glories 
of  his  wisdom,  more  fully  than  any  other  part  of  his  adminis- 
trationl 

What  a  contrast  this  picture  of  his  kingdom — drawn  by 
his  own  pencil — ^forms  to  the  cold,  barren,  senseless,  and 
atheistic  views  of  the  Essayist  and  his  fellow  speculatistsi 


Abt.  VL— Notes  on  Scriptubb. 

«»Tf  •  ifo-«(f« :  i  jr#i#i$j  jr««W»  T«x<«»-  After  the  sop  Satan  entered 
into  him.  Then  said  Jesus  unto  him :  That  thou  doest,  do 
quickly.— John  xiii.  27. 

The  original  contains  one  word  (t#t#)  which  is  not  in  the 
translation ;  yet  it  is  very  significant  It  serves  to  denote 
precisely  the  moment  of  the  enlargement  of  Satan's  power  over 
Judas  from  mere  instigation  to  the  full  and  corporal  possession 
of  his  person.  It  is  the  contrasting  word  (if  we  may  so  say)  to 
A  in  the  second  verse.  That  ttoixitf  denotes  an  obsessio  car* 
ndisj  a  corporal  possession,  is  proved  by  many  passages 
(Mark  v.  13~ix.  25).  Satan  having  thus  become  incarnate, 
the  question  occurs  to  whom  did  Jesus  speak — ^to  Judas  or 
Satan  ?  In  other  words.  Does  «»r§»  refer  to  x«t«h«$,  the  near- 
est antecedent,  or  to  Judas  in  the  preceding  verse  ?  If  to 
Judas,  why  did  not  the  evangelist  say  A#yf  i  •w  rxnv^  •  ino-^vi — 
as  txttfH  is  the  pronoun  he  had  used  to  designate  Judas  (in  the 
same  and  the  preceding  verse,  and  which  he  employs  again 
for  the  same  purpose  in  the  30th  verse)-,  as  that  one  to  whom 
he  had  given  the  sop  (see  verse  26).  In  verse  29th  the 
word  MUT^  can  only  refer  to  the  nearest  antecedent.  Why 
then  is  not  the  same  rule  of  construction  to  be  applied  to  it 
in  the  27th  verse?  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  words  "  that 
thou  doest,  do  quickly,"  be  understood  as  addressed  to 
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Satan,  we  get  a  meaning  which  might  well  escape  the  appre- 
hension  of  the  disciples  who  heard  them  (verse  28).  It 
may  be  expressed  thus :  "  What  thou  (Satan)  art  plotting 
(viz.  my  death)  thou  art  permitted  to  accomplish — with  this 
limitation  nevertheless,  that  thou  accomplish  it  {r»zt^)  more 
quickly  than  thy  malice,  if  uncontrolled,  would  incline  thee 
to  do."  There  was  a  needs  be  that  our  Lord  shquld  finish  his 
work  of  suffering  before  the  next  sun  set.  The  evangelist 
adds  (as  if  to  show  how  speedily  Satan  accomplished  his 
work  through  Judas,  the  Priests,  and  Pilate),  that  "  it  was 
night  when  Judas  went  out,'*  verses  SO,  81.  Let  us  assume 
this  as  the  true  construction  and  sense  of  the  verse  in  ques- 
tion, and  consider  its  bearing  on  the  context  and  some  other 
passages. 

Evidently  the  disciples  supposed  our  Lord  spoke  to  Judas 
(verse  29).  This  was  natural :  They  ^at/;  only  Judas.  They 
knew  not  that  Satan,  by  their  master's  permission  or  provi- 
dence, had  entered  the  room  and  actually  stood  before  them 
incarnate  in  Judas.  To  show  how  entirely  they  had  mis- 
conceived the  Lord's  meaning  the  evangelist  not  only 
records  their  mistake,  but  tells  us  how  they  came  to  make  it 
(verses  28,  29).  Some  thought  because  Judas  had  the  bag, 
Jesus  spoke  to  him  (in  relation  to  his  customary  duties), 
whereas  in  truth  he  spoke  not  to  Judas  but  to  his  great 
adversary,  words  which  absolved  him  from  the  restraint  he 
had  hitherto  put  upon  him.  (See  John  x.  18 ;  Gen.  iii.  15  ; 
Heb.  ii.  14.)  This  permission  was  the  indispensable  condi- 
tion of  Satan's  power  over  the  woman's  seed.  The  Saviour's 
mind,  therefore,  was  at  that  moment  intent,  not  on  the 
approaching  festival,  but  upon  his  final  conflict  with  Satan, 
and  his  exodus  from  the  cross  to  glory.  (See  verse  81 ; 
Luke  ix.  81.) 

Observe,  also,  that  the  object  of  the  evangelist  is  to 
explain  clearly  to  his  readers  a  mysterious  transaction, 
entirely  misunderstood  and  misinterpreted  by  him  and  his 
fellow  disciples  at  the  time  of  its  occurrence.  His  words, 
therefore,  we  should  expect  would  be  chosen  and  arranged 
so  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  a  mistake  on  the  part  of 
his  readers.  Had  he  meant  to  convey  the  idea  that  these 
words  were  addressed  to  Judas,  he  would  have  said  Xiytt  mt? 
iXiif^  i  Ur»v^  (not  t^vrf).    This  sense  of  the  passage  enables  us 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1851.]  ifetes  m  Scripture.  805 

also  to  explain  the  reason  for  inserting  the  parenthetical 
danse  in  the  end  of  John  xviii.  5,  "  And  Judas  also  stood 
with  them."  The  evangelist  had  abready  informed,  his 
readers  that  Judas  was  of  the  cpmpany,  and  in  &ct  the  leader 
of  it  (verses  2,  S).  Why  then  did  he  repeat  the  fact?  It 
was  to  §how  that  Judas  was  one  of  those  whom  the  Saviour's 
voice  turned  backward  and  prostrated.  But  why  was  this 
imp<»^tant?  *  Because.  Satan  stood  there,  also  incarnate  in. 
Judas,  and  it  was  a  fit  occasion  for  our  Lord  to  prove,  as  it. 
were  in  the  very  act  of  surrendering  himself  to  Satim's  power 
and  malice,  that  the  act  was  entirely  voluntary — that  no  one 
took  his  life  from  him,  but  that  he  laid  it  down  of  himself 
(John  X.  18).  Having  given  this  proof,  he  surrendered  his 
person,  and  the  hour  and  the  power  of  darkness  commenced 
(Luke  xxu.  53,  64). 

Let  us  turn  now  to  Luke  iv.  13.  We  there  learn,  that  at 
the  close  of  the  temptation  Satan  (^s-ro^iv)  k^t  aloof  from 
Jesus  {»)cf'  *^^y)  for  (or  rather  until  or  during)  a  certain  time. 
There  is  no  evidence,. we  think,  that  Satan  ever  afterwards 
vohintarilt/  approached  the  person  of  Jesus  till  after  the 
supper  and  the  washing  of  the  disciples'  feet^  the  evening 
before  the  crucifixion.  It  may  be  conjectured  that  the  foul 
spirit  entered  the  room,  just  at  the  time  our  Lord  uttered 
the  words  recorded  in  John  xiii.  28.  His  entrance  was  per- 
mitted solely  for  the  purpose  of  incarnating  himself  in  the 
traitor — receiving  the  permission  of  Jesus  to  accomplish  his 
death,— -and  thus  preparing  himself  for  the  hour  of  his  power. 
The  human  soul  of  our  blessed  Lord,  conscious  of  this  pur* 
pose,  and  of  the  near  approach  of  his  final  conflict  (Gren.  iii. 
15),  was  troubled  when  the  foul  spirit  entered,  and  rejoiced 
when  he  departed  (verse  81)  in  the  person  of  Judas.  It  was 
to  this  time  the  evangelist  Luke,  as  we  suppose,  referred 
(See  Theophylaot,  Diodati,  Whitby,  Scott,  Barnes,  David 
Martin,  and  the  Glossa  Ordinaria).  Indeed  one  of  the  proo& 
of  our  Lord'^  Messiahship  was  his  manifested  power  over 
Satan  (Matt,  xii  28,  29;  Luke  x.  18),* and  this  power  he 
constantly  exercised  during  the  whole  of  his  public  mi- 
nistry. 
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Abt.  VIL— a  Debionatiok  and  Exposition  of  thb 
Figures  of  Isaiah.    Ohapteb  xivni. 

A  series  of  predictions  extendi&g  to  cluster  xxxy.  com- 
mencee  here,  respecting  Samaria,  Jerusalem,  the  Israelites, 
the  Messiah,  and  the  redemption  of  the  world  under  his 
reign. 

1,  2,  8;  4.  Metaphors  in  the  use  of  orown,  flower,  iat^  and 
smittea  '*Woe  to  the  lofty  crown  <rf  the  drunkards  of 
Ephnam,  the  fading  fic^irer  of  his  beautiful  ornament,  which 
is  at  the  head  of  the  &t  valley  of  those  who  are  smitten  with 
wine,"  V.  1.  The  crown  contemplated  wiA  pride  by  the 
drunkards  of  Ephraim,  was  Samaria  their  capital,  situated 
on  a  hill  at  the  head  of  a  fertile  vale.  It  is  called  a  fading 
flower  of  their  beautiM  ornament,  in  allusion,  perhaps,  to 
a  garland  worn  at  feasts,  to  signify  that  it  was  ab^idy  declin- 
ing from  the  prosperity  it  had  enjoyed.  The  drunkards  of 
Ephraim  were  not  merely  the  luxurious  population  of  that 
metropolis,  but  of  the  whole  kingdom.  It  bespeaks  a  dread- 
ful debasement,  diat  at  such  a  period,  when  forewarned  of 
impending  judgments,  such  a  portion  of  the  great  and  influ- 
ential should  have  addicted  themselves  to  intoxication  as  to 
give  their  character  to  the  people.  To  be  smitten  with  wine, 
was  to  be  stupified  and  pturalysed  by  it,  as  though  stunned 
by  a  heavy  blow. 

5,  6.  Comparisons.  *^  Behold  the  Lord  has  a  strong  and 
mighty  one:  Like  a  storm  of  hail,  a  destroying  tempest;  • 
like  a  storm  of  mighty  rushing  waters,  he  has  brought  it  to 
the  ground  with  the  hand,"  v.  2.  The  mighty  one  was 
'  Shalmanezer,  king  of  Aa^rria,  who  soon  after  conquered 
Samaria.  The  comparisons  are  not  designed  to  indicate  that 
his  assault  on  the  city  was  to  be  what  a  destructive  hail^storm 
or  a  torrent  of  rushing  waters  would  be  to  it :  but  that  it 
would  be  to  the  city  what  such  a  hail  t^aipest,  and  flood  of 
rushing  waters,  are  to  the  flowers,  fruit  trees,  and  grain  crops, 
on  which  they  usually  expend  their  destructive  force.  It 
indicates,  therefore,  that  the  city  was  to  be  taken  with  ease 
by  the  Assyrians;  that  no  effective  resistance  would  be 
offered  by  the  nation. 
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7,  8,  9.  Metaphors  in  the  use  again  of  crown,  flower,  and 
ftt.  "  '\V;ith  the  feet  shall  be  trodden  the  lofty  crown  of  the 
drunkards  of  Bphraim,  and  the  fading  flower  of  his  beauti- 
fU  ornament  which  is  at  the  head  of  the  fat  valley,  shall  be 
like  a  first  ripe  fig,  which  he  that  sees  it  eyes,  and  while  it  is 
yet  in  his  hand,  swallows  it,"  v.  8,  4. 

10.  Comparison  of  the  quickness  and  eagerness  with 
which  the  city  was  to  be  seized  and  trodden  down,  to  the 
rapidity  and  isest  with  which  a  person  who  sees  a  first  ripe 
fig,  eyes  and  devours  it  There  was  to  be  no  long  resistance 
to'the  conqueror  by  the  inhabitants;  no  protracted  negotia- 
lions  respecting  the  surrendry ;  no  dictation  of  terms  by  the 
people.  Instead,  it  was  to  fall  an  instant  and  easy  prey ; 
fmd  was  to  be  as  subject  to  the  will  of  the  conqueror,  as  a 
fig  is  to  one  who  has  it  in  his  hand. 

11.  Hypocatastasis.  The  fall  of  the  capital,  however, 
was  not  to  involve  the  utter  desertion  by  God  of  his  sorrow- 
ing people.  Instead  they  were  to  be  led  to  put  their  hope 
in  him,  and  were  to  receive  gifts  of  understanding  and 
strength  suited  to  their  need.  "  In  that  day  shall  Jehovah 
of  hosts  be  for  a  crown  of  beauty  and  a  diadem  of  glory  to 
the  r^nnant  of  his  people ;  and  for  a  spirit  of  judgment  to 
him  that  sitteth  in  judgment,  and  for  strength  to  them  that 
turn  back  the  battle  to  the  gate,"  v.  6,  6.  By  the  remnant 
g£  his  people,  are  meant,  it  seems  irom  the  verses  that  follow, 
his  people  in  Judea.  They  were  not  to  put  their  trust  in 
their  capital,  as  Ephraim  had,  but  were  to  rely  on  Jehovah 
of  hosts,  ^d  were  to  receive  fix>m  him  a  spirit  to  do  justice 
in  their  judgments,  and  strength  to  repel  their  enemies.  To 
**tum  back  the  batUe  to  the  gate" — i.e.  to  drive  a  foe  that  had 
entered  the  city,  back  without  the  gate,  is  put  probably  by 
substitution  for  dcfeatmg  their  enemies,  whatever  might  be 
the  place  of  the  assault,  and  in  conditions  in  which  they 
seemed  for  the  moment  sure  of  the  victory.  The  passage 
thus  indicates  that  God  was  to  be  their  trust  and  their 
defenoe ;  that  they  were  to  be  led  by  him  to  a  reformation ; 
and  thence  that  they  were  to  obtain  strength  to  defeat  their 
enemies.  That  they  needed  reformation,  is  shown  by  the 
netzt  vmraes; 

12.  18,  14,  16, 1«,  17,  18, 19.  Metaphors  in  the  use  of 
ened,  gone  astray,  swallowed  up,  led  astray,  stumbled,  and 
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fall.  "  And  these  also  through  wine  have  erred,  and  through 
strong  drink  have  gone  astray.  Priest  apd  prophet  have 
erred  through  strong  drink,  have  been  swallowed  up  of  wine, 
have  been  led  astray  by  strong  drink,  have  erred  in  vision ; 
have  stumbled  in  judgment.  For  all  tables  are  fall  of  vomit 
and  filth,  without  a  place"  that  is  clear,  v.  7, 8.  The  reitera- 
tion of  the  charge  in  so  many  forms,  bespeaks  a  general  preva- 
lence of  excessive  intoxication.  To  err,  is  to  wander  fipm  the 
right  path.  Even  the  priests  and  prophets  were  addicted  to 
brutal  drunkenness,  and  when  engaged  in  the  functions  of 
their  offices ;  the  prophet  even  in  his  visions,  and  the  priest 
in  his  official  judgments.  To  be  swallowed  up  of  wine,  is 
to  be  wholly  overpowered  and  possessed  by  it,  like  one  who 
is  engulfed  in  a  slough  or  quagmire.  They  went  to  such 
extremes  at  their  feasts,  as  to  defile  their  tables  and  their, 
apartments  with  vomit  and  filth;  bespeaking  the  lo^€»t 
grade  of  debasement  An  awful  picture  of  their  morals  and 
manners! 

Like  other  drunkards  they  were .  impious  towards  Crod, 
and  ridiculed  the  duties  which  it  was  the  express  business  of 
their  office  to  discharge.  "  Whom  will  he  teach  knowledge? 
And  whom  will  he  make  to  understand  doctrine?  Those 
weaned  from  the  milk,  and  ren^oved  from  the  breasts.  For 
it  is  rule  upon  rule,  rule  upon  rule,  line  upon  line,  a  little 
here,  a  little  there,"  v.  0,  10.  This  seems  to  be  uttered  by 
the  drunken  priests  and  prophets,  and  to  signify  that  they 
regarded  his  teachings  as  only  suited  to  children  who  are 
just  of  an  age  to  begin  to  learn,  and  are  to  be  taught  by  per- 
petual repetition.    The  response  is  by  the  prophet 

20.  Hypocatastasis.  "  Verily  with  stammering  lips  and 
with  another  tongue  will  he— Jehovah— speak  unto  this  peo- 
ple; to  whom  he  said,  This  is  rest,  give  rest  to  the  weary; 
and  this  is  quiet ;  but  they  would  not  hear,"  v.  11, 12.  That 
is,  God  had  told  them  that  the  way  to  rest  and  security  was 
to  teach  and  obey  his  word.  But  they  had  refused  to  hear ; 
And  had  mocked  his  word  as  only  fit  for  stiammerers  just 
beginning  the  use  of  speech.  Therefore  he  would  speak  to. 
them  with  stammering  lips  and  another  tongue ;  which  is 
put  by  hypocatastasis  for  his  allowing  them  to  n^lect  and. 
pervert  his  word  in  such  a:maijner,  that  itsholild  be  unintel- 
ligible to  them,  like  the  stammering  of  children,  and  become 
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the  means  of  their  being  involved  in  inextricable  evils, 
instead  of  obtaining  security  and  q\iiet,  as  is  indicated  in  the 
next  verse. 

•  21,  22,  23,  24.  Hypocalastases  in  the  use  of  fall  back- 
wards, broken,  snared,  and  taken.  ' "  And  the  word  of  Jeho- 
vah shall  be  unto  them,  rule  upon  rule,  line  upon  line,  a 
little  here,,  a  little  there,  that  they  may  go  and  fall  back- 
wards, and  ^  be  broken,  and  be  snared,  and  be  taken"  v. 
13.  The  evils  here  represented  as  to  spring  from  the  mode 
in  which  the  word  of  Jehovah  was  to  be  treated  by  them, 
are  all  corporeal,  and  such  as  befall  persons  who  have 
become  bewildered,  and  are  rushing  among  pitfalls  and 
snares,  of  which  they  are  unaware.  They  are  used  by  sub- 
stitution for  analogous  religious  and  political  evils,  in  which 
they,  as  a  people,  would  become  involved.  Their  dreams 
of  safety  would  be  disappointed.  ^God  would  put  their  prin- 
ciples to  the  test,  and  their  fiilse  reliances  would  be  swept 
away  by  the  tempest  of  his  wrath,  as  the  green  grass  and 
fragile  flowers  are  struck  down  and  crushed  by  a  storm  of 
hail.     This  is  seen  from  the  next  verses. 

25.  Apostrophe  to  the  rulers  of  Jerusalem.  "  Wherefore 
hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  ye  scornful  men,  that  rule  this 
people  which  is  in  Jerusalem.  Because  ye  have  said.  We 
have  made  a  covenant  with  death,  and  with  the  grave  are 
we  at  agreement;  when  the 'overflowing  scourge  shall  pass 
through,  it  shall  not  come  unto  us:  for  we  have  made  lies 
our  refuge,  and  under  falsehood  have  wo  hid  ourselves,"  v. 
14, 15.  This  indicates  at  once  an  awful  presumption  and 
impiety,  and  an  awful  delusion ;  but  it  is  eminently  charac- 
teristic of  false  teachers,  who  have  lost  all  proper  sense  of 
God's  attributes  and  rule,  and  have  struck  out  a  philosophi- 
cal and  religious  theory  of  their  own.  They  are  usually 
infliited  with  the  utmost  confidence  of  their  safety  in  the  very 
measures  that  insure  their  destruction. 

26,  27,  28,  29,  30.  Metaphors  in  the  use  of  covenant, 
agreement,  scourge,  refuge,  and  hid.  They  could  not,  lite- 
rally, make  a  covenant  with  death,  and  an  agreement  with 
the  grave.  These  expressions  are  used  by  them  to  signify- 
that  they  had,  by  the  course  they  were  pursuing,  secured 
exemption  frotn  death  and  the  grave,  as  certainly  as  though 
they  had  entered  into  a  treaty  of  amity  with  them.    Famine, 
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peotilence,  the  sword,  or  other  instruments  by  which  men 
are  swept  to  the  grave,  are  oalled  the  overflowing  sooorgei 
partly  because,  like  a  scourge,  they  are  sent  as  punishments, 
and  partly  because  of  the  misery  and  terror  which  they  in- 
spire. Lies  are  called  a  refuge,  because  they  are  used  for 
concealment;  and  the  rulers  said  they  had  hid  themselves 
under  fisdsehood,  because  they  had  attempted  to  disguise 
themselves  by  it. 

God  now  indicates  the  method  and  the  time  when  they 
and  their  principles  were  to  be  put  to  a  decisive  trial. 

81,  82.  Hypocatastases.  "  Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord 
Jehovah,  Behold  I  lay  in  Zion  a  stone,  a  stone  approved,  a 
comer-stone  precious,  a  sure  foundation :  He  that  believeth 
will  not  be  in  haste,"  v.  16.  As  the  apostate  rulers  had 
spoken  of  the  means  on  which  they  relied  for  safety  as  a 
refuge  and  a  hiding  place,  God  presents  the  means  he  was 
to  pr6vide  for  the  safety  of  his  people  as  a  massy  building 
erected  on  an  immovable  foundation.  That  foundation,  we 
learn  from  the  New  Testament,  is  the  Messiah  (Romans  ix. 
88,  X.  11, 1  Peter  ii.  6).  The  act  of  laying  the  foundation 
of  such  a  structure  is  substituted,  therefore,  for  the  act  of 
establishing  him  in  his  priestly  and  regal  offices  in  Zion.  It 
is  not  used  by  a  metaphor — as  the  act  of  laying  a  foundation- 
stone  was  possible  and  appropriate  to  God  in  the  human 
form  in  which  he  was  accustomed  to  appear.  Nor  is  there 
any  affirmation  in  the  passage  that  the  stone  meant,  is  the 
Messiah,  as  there  would  have  been,  had  the  term  been  used 
by  a  metaphor.  The  language  is  literal,  and  the  act  of 
laying  such  a  foundation  is  used  by  a  hypocatastasis,  to 
denote  the  analogous  act  of  instituting  Christ,  whom  the 
stone  represents,  as  king  in  Zion.  The  expression,  '^  He  that 
believeth  will  not  be  in  haste*' — ^that  is,  to  fly  in  distrust 
and  terror,  is  used  by  the  same  figure,  to  denote  the  analo- 
gous exemption  from  alarm  and  a  disposition  to  fly,  which 
not  being  in  haste  represents.  The  edifice  Jehovi^  was  to 
erect,  was  to  be  built  on  so  precious  and  immovable  a  foun- 
dation^ and  was  to  be  of  such  massive  strength,  that  whoever 
understood  its  character  and  design,  and  accepted  it  as  his 
refuge  from  the  overflowing  scourge  of  divine  wrath,  would 
not  be  in  haste— that  is,  he  would  not  have  any  disposition 
to  rush  away  from  it,  under  an  apprehension  that  it  would 
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&I1^  be  wcwld  BOt  have  any  dedo^  to  seek  for  anoiher  shel- 
ter, bat  would  repose  beneath  it  in  calmness  afid  assuranoe. 
The  figure  is  thus  one  of  great  beauty,  and  indicates  the 
safely  of  those  who  put  their  trust  in  G<od,  in  a  very  impres- 
ave  mann^. 

88,  84.  Hypoeatastases.  **  And  I  will  apply  judgment  to 
the  Kne,  and  righteousness  to  the  plummet,"  v.  17.  The 
line  and  the  plummet  are  instruments  used  in  the  erection 
of  buildings-^the  first  to  measure  lengths,  the  other  to  deter- 
mine whether  the^walls  are  p^pendicular.  To  apply  judgment 
and  righteousness  to  them,  is  to  use  them  wisely  and  justly. 
The  expressions  are  employed  in  reference  to  the  trial  to 
which  Ood  was  to  subject  the  apostates  of  his  people,  by 
substitution  for  analogous  acts  of  strict  truth  and  justice. 
They  w^re  to  be  subjected  to  the  most  impartial  and  effec- 
tive tests.  No  defects  would  escape  detection ;  no  false  ap- 
pearances pass  fbr  genuine  virtues. 

86, 36.  MetaphtHTs.  The  figure  of  an  edifice  is  now  resumed 
in  again  denominating  their  fiilse  reliance  a  refuge  and  a 
hiding  place.  "  And  hail  shall  sweep  away  the  refuge  of 
fiklsehood,  and  waters  shall  overflow  the  hiding  place,"  v.  7. 
Hieir  delusions  are  called  a  refuge  and  a  hiding  place,  be- 
cause they  had  relied  on  them  as  such. 

87,  88.  Elliptical  metaphors  in  denominating  the  agents 
by  which  their  refuge  and  hiding  place  were  to  be  over- 
whelmed and  swept  away,  hail  and  a  flood.  In  v.  3,  the 
,  Assyrian  who  was  to  conquer  Samaria,  is  compared  to  a 
hail  storm  and  a  rushing  torrent  Here  the  power  that  is 
to  destroy  the  false  reliance  of  the  Israelites  is  directly 
called,  by  an  elliptical  metaphor,  hail  and  a  flood.  There  is 
no  other  figure  by  which  they  can  be  used,  as  there  is  no 
other  by  which  the  nominatives  hail  and  flood  would  not 
be  used  literally.  As  a  hail  tempest  striking  a  building  to 
which  noen  had  fled  for  shelter  and  crushing  it,  and  like  a 
flood  overflowing  a  hiding  place  in  which  they  had  secreted^ 
themselves ;  so  the  agents  denoted  by  them,  whom  God  is 
to  employ  for  the  destruction  of  the  apostate  Israelites,  are  to 
overwhelm  and  sweep  them  away. 

89,  40,  41,  42, 48.  Metaphors.  "  And  your  covenant  wifli 
death  shall  be  disannulled ;  and  your  agreement  with  the 
grave  shall  not  stand ;  and  when  the  overflowing  scourge 
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shall  pass  tbrongh,  then  ye  shall  be  trodden  down  by  it,^  v. 
18.  Coyenant  and  agreement  are  used  by  a  metaphor  for 
the  resembling  means  by  which  the  apostate  rulers  flattered 
thems^ves  they  had  secured  exemptbn  from  death  and  the 
grave.  To  stand  is  a  corporeal  act  Their  agreement,  it  i« 
said,  by  a  metaphor,  shall  not  stand,  to  signify  that  it  shall 
fall,  or  be  overthrown,  like  one  who  is  unaUe  to  sustain 
himself  in  an.  erect  posture.  The  pestilence  or  sword  by 
which  they  were  to  be  swept  to  destruction,  is  denominated 
a  scourge,  an  instrument  of  chastisement  and  torture.  A 
flood  overspreads  and  buries,  instead  of  trampling  down. 
It  is  said  by  a  metaphor  that  it  shall  tread  them  down,  to 
denote  the  helplessness  to  wbich  they  will  be  reduced,  and 
the  ignominy  of  their  destruction. 

44.  Metaphor  in  the  use  of  take.  ^'  From  the  time  that 
it  goeth  forth,  it  shall  take  you ;  for  morning  by  morning 
shall  it  pass  through,  by  day  and  by  night,"  v.  19.  To 
take  is  the  act  of  a  living  agent  The  scourge,  it  is  said, 
shall  take  them  from  the  time  of  its  going  forth,  to  signify 
that  they  would  be  subjected  to  it  froqi  that  time. 

45,  46.  Hypocatastases.  '*  And  it  shall  be  vexation  only 
to  understand  the  report  For  the  bed  is  shorter  than  that 
a  man  can  stretch  himself  on  it^  and  the  covering  narrower 
than  that  he  can  wrap  himself  in  it,"  vs.  19,  20.  These 
defects  in  a  bed  for  the  repose  of  the  body,  are  used  by  sub- 
stitution for  analogous  wants  the  Israelites  were  to  feel,  of 
the  proper  means  of  security  and  rest  They  were  to  find 
no  alleviating  circumstances  in  their  misfortunes.  All  was 
to  be  mortifying  and  disheartening.  Like  a  person  whose 
bed  is  too  short  to  stretch  himself  and  the  covering  too 
;iarrow  to  wrap  himself  in  it,  they  were  to  find  the  fialse 
religion  in  which  they  trusted,  wholly  inadequate  to  their 
peace  and  protection. 

.  47,  48.  Comparisons.  "  For  as  at  Mount  Parazim  shall 
Jehovah  rise  up;  as  at  die  valley  in  Gibeon  shall  he  be 
wroth,  that  he  may  do  his  work,  his  strange  work,  and 
bring  to  pass  his  act,  his  strange  act,"  v.  21.  The  event 
with  which  God's  future  act  is  compared  is  probably  the 
slaughter  of  the  Philistines  detailed  Sam.  v.  18-25,  when^  in 
two  battles,  God  interposed  to  confound  the  Philistines,  and 
give  David  and  his  troops  the  victory. 
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49.  Hypocatastams,  in  the  use  of  rise  up,  for  the  a6t  of 
Ood's  providence  by  which  he  is  to  accomplish  his  work  of 
jadgment  on  the  apostate  Israelites.  The  infliction  of  ven- 
geance on  the  apostate  people  of  Israel,  here  predicted,  is 
probably  their  conquest  by  the  Romans,  their  dispersion,  the 
termination  of  the'  temple  worship,  and  their  rejection  for  a 
time  as  his  people ;  as  it  is  implied^  vs.  16, 17,  that  it  was 
to  take  plac^  after  the  coming  of  the  Messiah.  It  niay 
include  the  judgments,  also,  that  are  to  befall  theih  at  his 
second  coming.  It  is  called  his  strange  work  and  strange 
act,  doubtless,  because  so  contrary,  apparently,  to'  his  cove- 
nant with  Abraham,  so  unimagined  by  them,  and  so  fraught 
with  mystery  and  despair.  He  warns  them,  therefore,  to 
cease  from  their  scofb. 

50.  Hypocatastasis,  in  the  use  of  bands,  for  the  analogous 
means  by  which  they  would  be  made  the  victims  of  the 
divine  vengeance.  "Now,  therefore,  mock  not,  lest  your 
bands  be  strong :  For  I  have  heard  from  the  Lord  Jehovah 
of  hosts,  a  consumption  decreed  against  the  whole  earth," 
V.  22.  This  shows  that  the  infliction,  at  least  in  its  final 
fi>rm,  is  to  extend  to  all  nations ;  and  is  that,  therefore,  pro- 
bably in  which  the  Israelites  are  to  share  when  Christ  comes 
the  second  time  to  take  vengeance  on  his  enemies  of  all 
classes,  and  when  many  of  the  rebellious  Israelites,  with  the 
hosts  of  the  Gentiles  gathered  against  them,  are  to  perish  in 
Palestine"  (Zech.  xiv.  1-15,  Isaiah  Ixvi.  15-17,  Rev.  xix. 
11-21). 

51.  Apostrophe.  "Give  ye  ear,  and  hear  my  voice; 
hearken,  and  hear  my  speech,"  v.  28.  This  is  addressed  to 
the  scoffing  priests  and  rulers,  and  their  party,  and  is  a 
summons  to  notice  the  manner  in  which  the  husbandman 
proceeds  in  preparing  his  ground  for  a  crop,  sowing  his 
s^eds,  and  at  the  harvest  separating  the  grain  from  the  stalk 
—it  being  an  intimation  that  God  will,  in  like  manner,  take 
the  requisite  steps  in  bringing  the  world  of  men  to  the  proper 
condition  for  the  separation  which,  at  the  great  harvest^  is 
to  be  made  between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked;  and  that 
he  will  proceed  as  rapidly  in  the  work,  as  its  nature  will 
allow. 

"  Does  the  ploughman  plough  every  day  ?"  t.  e.  does  he 
do  nothing  but  plough  ?    "  Does  he  not  open" — i.  e.  loosen 


Digitized  by 


Google 


814  A  Designation  and  Expwiiian^  Ismah  XXVIII.  [Oct 

or  break  its  clods — '^and  level  his  ground  ?  When  he  has 
levelled  the  sur&ce  of  it,  does  he  not  cast  abroad  dill,  and 
scatter  cummin,  and  plant  wheat  in  order,  and  barley  in  the 
designated  place?  For  God  instructs  him  aright — ^his  God 
teaches  him,"  vs.  24-26.  As  he  is  fumishedl^j  God  with 
wisdom  thus  to  take  the  proper  measures  for  raising  the 
several  species  of  grain,  and  bringing  them  to  maturity,  so 
the  implication  is,  God  will  take  equally  wise  measures  to 
bring  Uie  several  classes  of  his  moral  subjects  to  a  prepara- 
tion for  the  harvest  that  awaits  them. 

When  the  crops  of  the  husbandman  have  ripened,  he  then 
uses  means  equally  suited  to  the  nature  of  each  to  separate 
the  seed  from  the  stalk,  and  prepare  it  for  the  gamer. 

52.  Hypocatastasis.  ^^  So  the  dill  is  not  threshed  with  a 
corn-drag,  nor  the  cart-wheel  turned  upon  cummin;  but 
dill  is  beaten  out  with  a  staf^  and  cummin  with  a  rod. 
Bread-corn  must  be  bruised;  but  he  will  not  always  be 
threshing  it^  not  always  break  it  with  the  wheel  of  his  cart^ 
nor  always  crush  it  with  his  horsemen.  This  also  proceedeth 
from  the  Lord  of  hosts,  who  is  wonderful  in  counsel,  great 
in  working,"  v.  27-29.  The  expression,  "  This  proceedeth 
from  the  Lord  of  hosts,"  which  is  descriptive  of  a  move- 
ment in  space,  is  used  by  substitution  to  signify  that  it  ori- 
ginates with  him,  or  is  of  his  wonderful  counsel  and  skilful 
working.  As  the  husbandman,  thus,  under  his  guidance, 
uses  suitable  instruments  to  thresh  the  different  grains,  and 
separate  them  from  the  stalk  and  chaff;  so  God  will  use 
instruments  equally  proper  and  efficacious  to  separate  his 
true  people  from  apostates  and  aliens,  when  the  time  comes 
for  the  gathering  and  judgment  of  the  nations.'  The  exem- 
plification implies,  therefore,  that  God's  present  administra- 
tion is  preparatory  to  another ;  that  he,  like  the  husband- 
man, is  proceeding  as  rapidly  in  preparing  for  the  end  of 
the  present  system,  as  the  nature  of  men,  and  the  great 
objects  he  is  pursuing  permit ;  and  that  they  are  to  receive  a 
treatment  at  length,  when  the  final  award  is  determined,  that 
corresponds  to  their  character. 
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AbT.  Vm — ^HlKTS  TO   OBTHODOX  AHtrOflLLBKAEIANS.^ 
BY  A  OOUKTBY  SUBBORIBBB. 

AifONG  those  antimillenarums  who  bold  the  distmgtikk* 
ing  doctirines  of  grace  as  taught  by  the  Beformeis,  mimy  aro 
begioning  to  perceiye  the  importance,  and  some  the  urgent 
necessity,  of  a  refutation  of  millenarianism,  in  order  to  the 
maintenance  of  their  peculiar  views.  They  know  that  the 
attempts  at  recitation  hitherto  made  have  been  unsuccessful, 
being  based  upon  gratuitous  assumptions  and  misapprehen- 
sioDs,  and  supported  by  a  sjstem  of  interpretation,  which,  if 
applied  to  the  Scriptures  universally,  would  subvert  all  the 
orthodox  doctrines  which  they  hold.  In  a  word,  they  feel 
the  necessity  of  a  refutation  by  plain  scripture  testimonies 
construed  by  the  same  rules  which  they  employ  in  deter- 
mining the  meaning  of  those  portions  of  the  Bible  which 
teach  the  doctrines  of  grace. 

It  is»  therefore,  by  no  means  extraordinary  that  they  are 
ill  at  ease  in  respect  to  their  own  sentiments  on  the  subject. 
Many  of  the  notions  which  they  entertain  they  have  taken 
upon  trust.  When  called  on  for  reasons  they  are  embar- 
rassed, and  sometimes  even  irritated.  Their  theory  of 
Chnsl's  kingdom,  and  of  the  millennium,  upon  which  their 
system  of  practical  benevolence  is  founded,  they  naturally 
ding  to  as  of  vital  importance ;  and  they  are  as  little  pre- 
pared patiently  to  hear  it  called  in  question,  as  the  Jews  of 
the  first  age  were  their  theory  of  the  first  advent.  The 
more  philosophic  among  them,  indeed,  feeling  certain  that 
they  rightly  understand  those  doctrines  which  they  deem 
necessary  to  salvation,  and  no  less  certain  that  in  some  way 
theninknown  future  will  be  provided  for,  treat  the  subject 
with  apparent  indifierence.  But  the  sensitive  give  scope  to 
impatience  and  ill  temper;  while  the  attitude  which  others 
assume,  implies  that  they  consider  it  as  of  no  imports  nee 
whether  the  second  advent  of  Christ  is  to  precede  or  to 
follow  the  millennium  ;  whether  he  is  to  come  visibly  in  the 
douds,  destroy  his  incorrigible  enemies,  raise  his  deceased 
saints,  and  reign  visibly  on  the  hill  of  Zion,  or  only  to  come 
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spiritually;  or  whether  the  prophecies  are,  or  are  not, 
rightly  understood  before  their  fulfilment. 

They  cannot,  however,  under  this  view  or  any. other, 
conceal  it  from  themselves,  that  millenarianism  relies  not 
upon  any  ancient  or  modem  philosophies,  or  any  devices  of 
man's  wisdom,  but  directly  and  wholly  upon  the  oracles  of 
-Divine  Bevelatibii ;  that  it  claims  to  be  part  and  parcel  of 
the  orthodoxy  of  the  first  age ;  that  since  a  due  examination 
and  discussion  of  the  subject  has  been  revived,  millenarians 
have  been  increading in  numbers;  and  that  orthodox  anti- 
millenarians  are  decreasing,  and  likely  still  to  decrease,  both 
by  the  defection  of  some  from  orthodoxy  to  Pelagian  or  other 
errors,  and  by  the  conversion  to  the  millenarian  fiuth  of 
those  who  examine  far  enough  to  discover  the  true  character 
of  their  preisent  system. 

From  this  view  of  the  state  of  the  question,  taken  in  con- 
nexion with  the  extraordinary » aspect  of  things  at  present  in 
every  part  of  the  church  and  the  world,  it  appears  in  no 
degree  likely  that  the  subject  will  be  dropped  and  again  fall 
into  neglect.  The  time  for  the  fulfilment  of  those  predic- 
tions which  relate  to  the  fall  of  mystic  Babylon  and  the 
destruction  of  antichrist  is,  on  all  hands,  believed  to  be  not 
very  remote;  and  as  it  draws  on,  and  the  parties  to  be 
involved  in  the  impending  scenes  rise  into  view  and  marshal 
their  forces,  the  question  whether  the  Scriptures  teach  that 
the  Son  of  Grod  is  to  descend  visibly  to  the  earth  to  deliver 
his  saints  and  destroy  his  enemies,  or  spiritually,  to  convert 
the  worshippers  of  the  beast  and  false  prophet,  will  be  likely 
to  gain  increased  attention.  Discussion  is  therefore  likely 
to  be  continued.  Those  who  profess  to  hold  the  plenary 
inspiration  of  the  Scriptures — ^the  orthodox,  who  derive  their 
doctrines  from  the  inspired  oracles  by  rightly  interpreting 
them — will  find  it  necessary,  in  order  to  sustain  their  inter- 
pretation of  those  doctrines,  to  decide  whether  the  same 
principles  of  interpretation  are  not  to  be  applied  to  the  pro- 
phecies ;  and  will  be  obliged,  we  apprehend,  either  to  refute 
millenarianism  by  those  principles,  or  else  to  embrace  it. 

It  is,  then,  not  without  reason  that  we  volunteer  some 
hints  to  those  of  them  who  are  orthodox,  in  the  hope 
that  we  may  stimulate  them  to  examine  the  subject,  and 
attempt  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  not  a  spiritual,  alle- 
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gorical,  or  mystical,  but  a  scriptural  refutation,  if  it  is  prac-^ 
ticable,  of  what  they  so  confidently  reject.  Passing  by  the 
necessity  of  their  first  investigating  the  matter  sufficiently  to 
ascertain  what  millenarianism  really  is,  that  they  may  cor- 
rectly decide  whether  it  is  a  doctrine  of  Scripture,  a  part  of 
the  faith  originally  delivered  to  the  saints,  or  whether  it  is 
merely  a  fanciful  theory ;  we  suggest,  as  a  first  hint,  that 
they  should,  at  the  outset,  consider  the  disadvantages  of  their 
position  as  orthodox  theologians  in  openly  rejecting  the 
miUenarian  &ith.  They  plainly  need  to  be  rallied  and  routed 
on  this  subject  by  some -means,  for  they  seem  to  be  uncon- 
scious of  their  real  condition. 

We  invite,  then,  the  professors  of  theology,  ecclesiastical 
history,  and  biblical  criticism,  the  writers  and  reviewers  of 
church  history,  and  orthodox  ministers  and  laymen  generally, 
to  note  their  position  in  its  relation  to  the  past, — their  hisUh 
rical position.    And  let  them  consider  that  the  historidtl  facts^ 
that  the  doctrines  of  grace  which  they  hold,  were  helAby  the 
apostles,  are  plainly  recorded  in  the  New  Testament,  and  were 
adhered  to  by  the  ministers  and  churches  of  the  first  two  cen- 
turies, are  not  more  certainly  facts,  than  that  millenarianism 
wa^  also  held  by  those  ministers  and  churches,  and  was  by 
them  held  to  be  no  less  clearly  taught  in  the  New  Testament,  * 
than  the  other  articles  of  their  faith.    In  proof  of  this,  let  them 
refer  to  the  church  history  of  those  centuries;  and  for  evidence 
that  antimillenarianism  originated  with  those  who  rejected  or 
swerved  from  the  orthodox  doctrine,  and  was  the  o&pring 
of  a  false  system  of  interpretation,  let  them  examine  the 
history  of  the  third  and  ensuing  centuries.    At  the  same 
time  let  them  study  the  history  of  the  inttx)duction  of  that 
spiritualizing  method  of  interpretation  in  which  antimille* 
narianism .  originated,  and  on  which  alone  it  has  been  de- 
fended, that  they  may  be  enabled  to  see  why  it  should  not 
be  employed  in  opposition  to  doctrines  which  they  reject, 
while  a  different  method  is  necessarily. taken  in  support  of 
doctrines  which  they  hold.    This,  if  not  already,  is  likely 
ere  long  to  be  as  necessary  to  their  reputation  for  intelli- 
gence and  candor,  as  to  the  defence  of  their  orthodoxy.- 
Studied  silence,  affected  sneers,  bold  misrepresentation  may 
serve  for  a  while,  but  soon  grow  stale  and  discreditable. 
They  imply  weakness,  prejudice,  bad  passions,  and  instead 
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of  overthrowing  the  assailed,  recoil  upon  the  assidlants.  If 
men  professing  to  be  orliiodox  employ  them,  honest  men  will 
cease  to  trust  them,  either  from  a  suspcion  of  their  motires 
or  from  a  doubt  of  their  competency. 

In  regard  to  the  rise  and  progress  of  defection  from  the 
primitire  (orthodoxy,  it  is  historically  certain  that  before  the 
dose  of  the  second  century,  a  taste  for  philosophy  very  much 
like  that  which  is  seen  in  our  own  times  among  the  teachers 
of  the  church,  was  introduced  and  became  prevalent,  "  which 
struck  at  the  very  vitals  of  religion,  and  tended,  in  no  small 
degree,  to  affect  the  credit  of  those  sacred  writings  on  which 
tiie  entire  system  of  Christian  discipline  relies  for  support" 
A  strenuous  controversy  ensued  between  those  addicted  to 
philosophical  speculations  and  those  '^who  continued  stead- 
&8tly  aistached  to  that  anci^it  and  simple  species  of  piety 
which  had  been  delivered  down  by  the  i^Kwtles  and  their 
diaciplesi.  The  Christian  churches  thus  became  divided  into 
two  separate  parties  which  opposed  each  other  with  the 
utmost  warmth.  .  .  The  issue  at  length  was,  that  vic- 
tory declared  itself  in  fevor  of  the  patrons  of  philosophy.'' 
''When  once  the  passion  for  philosophizing  had  taken 
possession  of  the  minds  of  the  Egyptian  teachers  and 
others,  and  had  been  gradually  diffused  by  them  in  various 
directions  throughout  the  church,  the  holy  and  beautiM 
siipplicity  of  early  times  very  quickly  disappeared,  and  was 
followed  by  a  most  remarkable  and  disastrous  alteration  in 
nearly  the  whole  system  of  Christian  discipline.  This  very 
important  and  deeply  to  be  r^retted  change,  had  its  com- 
mencement in  the  century  now  under  review  [the  second] — 
but  it  will  be  in  the  succeeding  one  that  we  shall  have  to 
mark  its  chief  progress.  One  of  the  earliest  evils  that  flowed 
from  this  immoderate  attachment  to  philosophy,  was  the 
violence  to  which  it  gave  rise  in  the  irUerpretaiion  ^the  Holy 
Seriptwree.  For  whereas  the  Ohristians  had,  from  a  very 
early  period,  imbibed  the  notion  that  under  the  words,  laws, 
and  &cts^  recorded  in  the  sacred  volume,  there  is  a  latent 
sense  concealed.  .  .  no  sooner  did  this  passion  for  philo- 
sophizing take  possession  of  their  minds  than  they  began 
with  wonderful  subtlety  to  press  the  Scriptures  into  their 
service,  in  support  of  all  such  principles  and  maxims  as 
a{)peardd  to  them  consonant  to  reason;  and  at  the  same  time 
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moBt  wretchedly  to  pervert  a/nd  twist  every  part  of  those  divine 
erodes  which  opposed  itself  to  their  philosophical  tenets  or 
notions.^' 

The  hotbed  of  this  ancient  apostasy,  and  model  of  its 
Gterman  successor  of  the  present  day,  was  the  theological 
seminary  of  Alexandria,  under  the  guidance  successively  of 
Pantaenus,  Clement,  and  Origen.  A  diversity  of  philosophi- 
cal sects  soon  appeared,  under  different  leaders,  who,  just 
like  our  modems,  sought  to  reconcile  Christianity  with  their 
theories,  by  allegorizing  and  mystifying  the  language  of  its 
records.  In  the  progress  of  these  changes,  under  the  lead 
of  the  prefects  of  the  Alexandrian  school,  and  especially  that 
of  Origen,  early  in  the  third  century,  the  fdse  method  of 
interpretation  became  predominant.  Origen,  having  with 
the  philosophy  of  his  teachers  adopted  their  notion  of  a 
double  sense  in  Scripture,  so  amplified  and  adorned  that 
notion  '^  that  it  afforded  him  ample  means  of  bending  the 
sense  of  Scripture  to  suit  his  purpose,  and  eliminating  from 
the  Bible  whatever  was  repugnant  to  his  favorite  opinions." 
He,  accordingly,  it  was,  who  first  aUempted  to  controvert  the 
miUenarian  doctrine;  and  his  attempt,  like  all  those  which 
have  succeeded  it,  was  founded  on  his  felse  system  of  inter^ 
pretation.  Mosheim  in  his  Historical  Commentaries  on  the 
first  three  centuries  (from  which  work  the  foregoing  and  en- 
suing quotations  are  made)  observes,  Vol.  ii.,  sec.  88,  that 
"  among  the  Jewish  opinions  to  which  in  this  age  philosophy 
proved  detrimental,  the  most  distinguished  was  that  of  the 
reign  of  Christ  a  thousand  years,  with  the  saints  restored  to  iffmr 
bodies.  This  opinion,  I  believe,  was  introduced  into  the 
church  near  the  commencement  of  the  Christian  common* 
wealth.  And  down  to  the  times  of  Origen,  all  the  teaoh^rs^- 
who  were  so  disposed  openly  profbssed  and  taught  it; 
although  there  were  some  who  either  denied  it,  or  at  least 
called  it  in  question.  But  Origen  assailed  ii  fUrcely;  for  ii 
vxis  repugnant  to  his  philosophy ;  and  by  the  system  ofbibUeal 
interpretation  which  he  discovered,  he  gave  a  different  turn  to 
those  texts  of  Scripture  on  which  the  patrons  of  this  doctrine 

most  relied It  is  certain  that  in  the  second  century, 

the  opinion  that  Christ  would  reign  a  thousand  years  on  the 
earth,  was  difftised  over  a  great  part  of  Christendom,  and 
that  the  most  eminent  doctors  favored  it ;  and  no  controversy 
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with  them  was  moved  by  those  who  thought  otherwise. 
TertuUian  speaks  of  it  as.  the  common  doctrine  of  the  whole 
church."  .  .  .  .*"  It  is  certain  from  t7z^5ftin  i/ar^  and  others 
that  very  many^  and  they  men  of  great  influence,  thought 
as  he  did  (t.  e.  were  millenarians),  nor  were  they  on  that  ac* 
count  taxed  with  corrupt  doctrine."  .  .  *.  .  "  Origen  was 
obliged  (by  his  philosophy)  to  modify  and  debase  the  Chris- 
tian doctrine  of  the  future  resurrection  of  our  bodies,  and 
of  the  reunion  of  our  souls  to  them,  so  that  it  should  contain 
nothing  opposed  to  his  opinion  of  the  nature  of  a  rational 
soul ;  and  that  he  did  so,  is  very  well  known — and  then, 
how  much  the  method  of  interpreting  the  Bible,  which  he 
prescribed,  might  dissu^e  him  from  admitting  this  millen* 
nial  kingdom,  the  copious  remarks  already  made  upon  it, 
make  manifest  For  he  wished  to  have  the  literal  and  obvi- 
ous sense  of  the  words  disregarded,  and  an  arcane  sense, 
lying  concealed  in  the  envelope  of  the  words,  to  be  sought 
for.  But  the  advocates  of  an  earthly  kingdom  of  Christ 
rested  their  cause  solely  on  the  natural  and  proper  sense  of 
certain  expressions  in  the  Bible.  .  .  .  ,  Nepos  called  the  op- 
posers  of  this  kingdom  of  Christ  AUegorists;  because  they 
maintained  that  the  texts  of  Scripture  on  which  the  friends 
of  the  doctrine  rested  its  defence,  were  allegories  or  mere 
metaphors.  This  appellation  seems  to  have  been  given  them 
in  contempt  by  their  antagonists." 

Some,  at  least,  of  our  orthodox  antimillenarians  will,  we 
hope,  feel  obliged  to  us  for  bringing  the  foregoing  extracts  to 
tiieir  Aotice,  and  will  inquire  into  the  history  of  this  alle- 
goristic  theory  for  themselves.  It  will  afford  them  a  satis- 
factory clue  to  most  of  the  heresies,  anti-millenarianism  in- 
cluded, that  have  corrupted  the  truth,  and  distracted  the 
dtiurch.  In  addition  to  the  above  they  will  find  other  and 
abundant  evidences,  that  millenarianism  was  uninterruptedly 
held  by  the  orthodox  down  to  the  third  century — that  it  was 
assailed,  then  as  now,  out  of  zeal  for  a  false  philosophy,  and 
by  means  of  a  fedse  method  of  interpretation,  got  up  for  the 
purpose,  and  employed,  from  that  day  to  this,  by  crowds 
of  heretics  and  visionaries.  Hence  the  vagaries  of  Origen 
himself-— such  as  his  views  of  the  atonement,  as  ''not  being 
vicarious,  and  as  having  the  same  reference  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars,  demons  and  angels,  as  to 
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mtn ;"  and  equally  fistlae  notions  on  other  theological  sub* 
jects. 

Mosheim's  opinion  that  the  millenarian  dootrine  of  *'  the 
reign  of  Christ  on  earth  a  thousand  years,  with  the  risen 
saints  restored  to  their  bodies,"  was  inherited  firom  the  Jews 
— ^though  that  paternity  appears  to  be  regarded  by  some  of 
our  modem  and  most  Eealous  antimillenarians  to  be  a  suf- 
ficient reason  for  rejecting  it — ^is,  in. truth,  greatly  in  its 
&vor.  For  the  Jewish  Scriptures,  if  not  eliminated  after  the 
manner  of  Origen,  no  less  clearly  and  conclusively  teach 
that  doctrine  than  ihe  New  Testament ;  or  than  they  teach 
the  truth  concerning  the  first  advent,  the  atonement^  and  all 
the  doctrines  of  inspiration. 

It  is  therefore  manifestly  necessary  to  their  own  credit^ 
that  our  orthodox  antimillenarians  should  refute  millenari- 
anism  by  the  Scriptures,  interpreted  not  after  the  method  of 
Origen,  but  by  that  method  on  which  idone  the  peculiar 
doctrines  of  grace  can  be  maintained.  If  the  millenarians 
of  the  present  day,  and  the  entire  succession  of  them  from 
the  days  of  the  apostles,  were  not,  in  the  highest  and  best 
sense,  orthodox ;  if,  by  virtue  of  a  false  system  of  interpre- 
tation, they  were  Unitarians  or  Pelagians,  rationalistic  deve* 
lopists,  or  pantheists,  then  the  orthodox  antimillenarians 
might  with  some  semblance  of  plausibility  attempt  to  meet 
them  on  the  ground  of  their  allegorical  or  spiritualizing  sys- 
tem. But)  as  things  are,  they  are  without  excuse  in-  taking 
that  course,  and  are  chargeable,  at  least,  with  constructive 
treason  against  their  own  orthodoxy. 

But  if  their  position  is  thus  disadvantageous  in  respect  to 
the  past,  it  is  no  less  so  in  relation  to  the  present  times.  In- 
stead of  standing  forth,  as  regards  their  principles  of  inte]> 
pretation,  as  distinctively  with  reference  to  the  whole  Bible 
as  with  reference  to  their  orthodox  doctrines,  they  class 
themselves,  by  their  spiritualizing  interpretations  of  the 
prophecies,  with  the  Bomanists,  neologists,  and  other  par- 
tisans of  erroi*.  Every  false  system  extant  which  they 
condemn  as  inconsistent  with  their  orthodox  doctrines,  is 
demonstrably  founded  on  essentially  the  same  false  method 
of  interpretation  which  they  themselves  apply  to  the  pro- 
phetic Scriptures  and  the  millenarian  doctrine.  Their  posi- 
tion is  thus,  considering  that  they  are  men  of  sense  and 
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learning,  abedutel  j  ludiorons  and  discreditable.  Surrotuided 
as  they  are,  and  pressed  upon  from  all  sides,  bj  innumerable 
sects  and  heresies,  tbej  can  scarcely  take  a  step,  even  in 
self-defence,  without  exhibiting  to  the  view  both  of  friends 
and  foes,  the  grossest  inconsistency.  For  while  they  follow 
the  method  of  Origen,  in  relation  to  the  prc^heeies  of  Christ's 
coming  and  millennial  reign,  they  are  oUiged  to  turn  their 
backs  upon  that  method,  when  they  attempt  to  defend  their 
own  orthodox  doctrines,  or  to  refute  any  established  or  new- 
blown  heresy.  Many  of  them  are,  no  doubt^  conscious  of 
this  unfortunate  feature  of  their  system,  and  take  refuge  in 
silence  and  affected  indifference.  A  most  awkward  position 
truly  for  this  boasted  age  of  science  and  biblical  criticism ! 
A  humiliating  attitude  for  those  to  assume,  upon  whose 
learning  and  truth  the  defence  of  the  apostolic  doctrines  of 
grace,  their  propagation  over  the  whole  earth,  and  the  sub- 
version of  the  heresies  of  Christendcmi,  and  the  &lse  systems 
of  the  pagan  world,  axe  supposed  chi^y  to  depend! 

Having  said  enough  to  commend  our  olject  to  orthodox 
antimillenarians,  concerning  the  awkwardness  of  their  theo- 
logical posture  in  relation  to  the  past  and  the  present^  we 
hasten  next  to  suggest  that  they  institute  an  inquiry  into  their 
knowledge  of  the  real  doctrines  of  millenarianism,  and  of  their 
own  system.  There  is  more  occasion  £>r  tiiis,  we  appreh^id, 
than  they  are  aware  o£  Though  in  respect  to  various  other 
subjects,  they  have  knowledge  and  cimdor,  in  regard  to  this 
they  are  undoubtedly  very  deficient  The  Scriptural  apostolic 
doctrine  of  millenarianism  they  have  not  studied,  and  do 
not  understand.  Instead,  the  notion  they  entertain  of  it  is 
a  distorted  caricature.  Their  condition,  in  relation  to  it^  is 
much  like  theirs  who  reject  and  deride  Christianity  under 
the  impression  that  its  nature,  tendencies,  and  results,  are 
justly  represented  by  the  Finish  system.  They  are  like 
men  who,  betrayed  into  &lse  conceits  and  impressions  in 
respect  to  the  orthodox  system  of  doctrines,  denounce  and 
oppose  it  as  irreligious  and  immoral.  Undet  the  impulse  of 
their  wrong  views,  and  their  prejudices,  accordingly,  they 
assail  what  they  do  not  comprehend,  and  declaim  against 
what  they  should  receive  and  maintain. 

This  is  manifest  fit)m  the  works  some  of  them  have  pub- 
lished, and  others  applauded*    Not  ia  volume,  essay,  or  le-^ 
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view  can  be  named,  in  which  they  have  assailed  millenarian- 
ism,  to  which  these  strictures  are  not  applicable.  The  writers, 
imagining,  without  pausing  to  examine  either  side  of  the 
question,  that  they  know  all  that  is  to  be  known  about  i1^ 
or  at  least  enough  to  enable  them  to  settle  it  decisively,  dis- 
play their  prowess  in  attadcing  their  own  fidse  conceptions, 
the  errors  and  extravagances  of  antimillenarian  fanatics,  or 
else,  which  has  repeatedly  happened,  dogmas  and  conceits, 
that  instead  of  forming  a  part  of  millenarianism,  belong 
exclusively  to  their  own  system.  They  clearly  show  that 
they  neither  understand*  the  millenarian  doctrines  nor  their 
own  theory ;  and  if  they  accomplish  anything,  it  is  but  a 
bungling  misrepresentation  of  those  whom  they  oppose,  or  a 
downright  conftitation  of  themselves. 

The  condition  of  some  of  the  writers  to  whom  we  refer  is, 
in  &ct,  pitiable.  In  place  of  aiding,  they  have  injured  their 
cause,  and  disgusted  their  friends ;  and  what  is  still  more 
discreditable,  have  not  had  the  magnanimity  to  acknowledge 
the  errors  and  misrepresentations  of  which  they  have  been 
convicted,  and  of  which  they  are  conscious. 

There  is  ap^ently,  now,  no  alternative  left  to  the  party 
but  a  dead  silence,  or  an  attempt  to  refute  millenarianism 
by  direct  and  unequivocal  declarations  of  Scripture.  For 
there  is  no  theological  teacher  or  writer  now  on  the  stage, 
who  has  any  such  potent  influeiice  over  the  public  mind, 
that  he  can,  like  Origen,  "  bend  the  sense  of  Scripture  to 
suit  his  purpose,"  and  "  eliminate  from  it  whatever  is  repug- 
nant to  his  favorite  opinions,"  assailing  millenarianism  on 
the  ground  of  its  being  hostile  "  to  his  philosophy,"  and  by 
his  interpretations  '' giving  a  different  turn  to  those  texts  of 
Scripture  on  which  the  patrons  of  the  millenarian  doctrine 
most  rely,"  or  one,  even,  who  will  venture  publicly  to  pro- 
pose "  to  have  the  literal  and  obvious  sense  of  the  words 
disregarded,  and  an  arcane  sense" — a  hidden,  mystical,  fim- 
cied  meaning — ^imagined  to  be  "  concealed  in  the  envelope 
of  the  words,"  to  be  substituted  in  its  place.  Whoever 
undertakes  this  must,  if  he  ever  pretended  to  be  orthodox, 
have  ceased  to  be  so ;  and  must  select  for  his  scene  of  ope- 
rations some  ecclesiastical  coterie,  or  school  already  cor- 
rupted, like  that  of  Alexandria  under  Clement,  by  &lse 
philosophy. 
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We  add  a  further  hint,  that  if  the  orthodox  antimillena* 
rians  intend  to  rest  on  the  allegorical  Bystem  of  interpreta* 
tk>n,  they  should  make  themselves  well  acquainted  with  the 
speculations  of  its  author ;  and  to  assist  them  in  it,  we  quote 
&om  the  same  authority  as  before,  premising  that  Origen,  in 
his  character  of  philosopher,  held  to  a  "  two-fold  world — ^a 
lower  and  an  upper,  or  a  visible  and  an  invisible,  a  cor- 
poreal and  a  spiritual ;  and  to  a  correspondence  of  things  in 
this  visible  vxirld,  with  the  things  of  the  invisible  or  conceived 
toorld.  Considering  this  doctrine  as  most  certain,  he  (in  his 
character  of  theologian)  transferred  it  entire  to  the  Holy 
Scriptures;  and  therefore  he  affirmed,  whatever  the  inspired 
writers  tell  us  respecting  changes  and  occurrences  in  this 
lower  and  visible  world,  relates  also  to  the  affairs  and  the 
history  of  the  upper  and  invisible  world." 

"As  there  is  a  two-fold  mystical  world— the  one  here 
below,  the  church,  and  the  other  above,  the  exemplar  after 
which  this  material  and  corporeal  world  was  created ;  so 
there  is  also  a  two-fold  mystical  sense  of  Scripture — the  one 
relating  to  the  church,  and  the  other  to  the  celestial  world. 
That  which  relates  to  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  or  the  church, 
is  called  the  allegorical  sense;  that  which  relates  to  the 
celestial  world,  the  anagogical  sense,  ....  All  the  things 
which  occur  among  men,  occur  also  in  the  heavenly  world; 
souls  live  there  as  men  do  on  earth ;  in  heaven  angels  are 
rulers,  and  carry  on  wars  just  as  kings  and  princes  do  here 

below Whatever  the  sacred  books  narrate  respecting 

the  countries,  the  nations,  the  kings^  and  the  occurrences  of 
this  world,  must  be  equally  true  of  the  heavenly  world ;  so 
that  the  history  of  our  world  is  also  the  history  of  the  celes- 
tial world,  and  of  its  inhabitants." 

"  The  mystical  sense  of  Scripture  is  that  which  presents  to 
us  the  nature,  state,  and  history  of  the  spiritual  or  mystical 
world.  Besides  this  corporeal  or  material  world,  there  is 
another — b,  spiritual  world,  beyond  the  reach  of  our  senses* 
and  this  other  world  is  also  two-fold,  celestial  and  terres- 
trial; and  the  terrestrial  may  also  be  called  the  mystical 
world.  This  mystic  terrestrial  world  [which  makes  the  third, 
of  that  sort,  if  we  count  right]  is  the  church  of  Christ  on 
earth.  The  other,  the  celestial  or  spiritual  world,  is  in  the 
upper  regions;  and  it  corresponds  in  all  its  parts  with  the 
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lower  or  corporeal  world.  For  the  world  in  which  we  now 
dwell  was  fashioned  after  the  model  of  the  world  above. 
That  world  beyond  onr  ken,  which  we  can  contemplate 
only  in  thought,  is,  as  before  stated,  perfectly  like  to  this 
corporeal  world ;  and,  of  course,  it  is  divided  into  provinces, 
just  as  this  world  is.  Therefore,  as  there  is  a  terrestrial 
Palestine,  Jerusalem,  Tyre,  Sidon,  Arabia,  &c.,  so  the  upper 
or  celestial  world  has  similar  places  and  provinces.  [And, 
by  parity  of  reasoning,  the  Christian  church,  which  is  one 
of  the  mystic  worlds  perfectly  like  the  celestial,  must  have  a 
Palestine,  Jerusalem,  Tyre,  &e.,  which  Tcorrespond  to  the 
mystic  interpretations  before-mentionud.]  The  inhabitants 
of  the  celestial  world  are  souls  or  spirits-  its  kings  and 
magistrates  are  the  angels,  both  the  good  and  the  bad. 
"Whatever  events  occur  in  this  world,  the  same  occur  in  the 
world  above;  and  there  is  a  perfect  similitude  between  these 
worlds.** 

On  the  broad  foundation  thus  laid  down,  Origen  asserted 
that  "  whatever  in  the  sacred  books  conflicts  with  his  philo- 
sophy, must  not  be  taken  literally,  but  must  be  converted 
into  allegory.  Safely  posted  behind  this  rule,  he  could 
easily  resist  whatever  the  Scriptures  might  oppose  to  his 
opinions,  and  whatever  the  philosophers  might  urge  against 
Christianity ;  ....  he  believed  that  the  grounds  of  all  the 
doctrines  taught  in  the  Scriptures,  might  be  deduced  from 
the  principles  of  philosophy,  ....  that  those  philosophical 
grounds  of  Christian  doctrines  are  wrapt  up  in  figures, 
^  images,  and  facts,  in  the  sacred  volume ;  for  if  we  adhere  to 

\  the  literal  meaning,  that  harmony  between  religion   and 

philosophy  cannot  be  found ;  .  .  .  .  that  those  philosophical 
grounds  of  Christian  doctrines  were  all  taught  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, not  indeed  especially,  but  with  some  obscurity,  and, 
as  it  were,  covertly ;  and  therefore  they  can  be  discovered, 
and  drawn  forth  by  the  sagacious,  e^)ecially  by  those  whom 
God  fevers  with  the  gift  of  language,  and  of  the  so-called 
knowledge;  ....  that  it  was  greatly  to  the  honor  and  glory 
I  of  Christianity,   that  the  Holy  Scriptures  which  are  its 

I  source,  should  be  accounted  a  book  differing  fundamentally 

fiom  cdl  human  compositione,  one  full  of  various  and  recon- 
dite mysteries ;  .  .  .  that  in  the  objections  of  the  enemies 
of  Christianity,  there  are  not  a  few  things  [of  which  mille- 
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narianism  undoubtedly  was  one]  which  can  in  no  way  be 
cleared  tip  and  confuted,  unless  we  abandon  the  historical 
and  grammatical  sense,  and  resort  to  allegories ;  .  .  .  .  that 
the  sacred  books  have  a  three-fold  sense — a  body,  or  a  his- 
torical and  grammatical  sense — a  soul,  or  a  moral  sense — and 
lastly,  a  spirit,  or  a  mystical  or  spiritual  sense — as  a  man 
consists  of  three  parts:  a  body,  a  sensitive  soul,  and  a 
rational  soul ;  .  .  .  .  that,  as  the  flesh  or  body  is  the  lowest 
and  most  ignoble  part  of  man,  so  also  the  literal  sense  of 
Scripture,  which  is  like  the  body,  is  fisur  below,  or  inferior 
to  the  moral  and  mystical  senses.  And  as  the  body  often 
induces  eyen  pious  and  good  men  to  commit  sin,  so  also  the 
proper  sense  of  the  words  of  Scripture  may  lead  incautious 
readers  into  errors  and  faults ;  •  .  .  .  yet,  to  common  people 
and  the  more  ignorant,  the  literal  sense  is  not  altc^ther 
worthless ;  .  .  .  .  but  those  who  possess  a  little  more  wis- 
dom and  intelligence  than  the  vulgar,  ought  to  seek  after 
the  soul  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  passing  beyond  their  body 
.  or  literal  sense And  those  who  have  attained  to  per- 
fection, or  to  the  highest  degree  of  piety,  should  ascend 
higher  still,  and  pry  with  all  their  might  into  the  spirit 
of  the  sacred  books,  or  into  their  spirituat  and  mystical 
sense.'^ 

These  specimens  ought,  we  should  think,  to  satisfy  sin- 
cere antimillenarians,  at  least,  of  the  extraordinary  capacity 
of  the  father  and  master  of  allegorical  and  spiritual  inter- 
pretation,  and  first  assailant  of  millenarianism  in  the  church, 
and  enable  them  to  judge  of  his  claims  to  be  blindly  fol- 
lowed, as  he  has  been,  in  a  large  degree,  by  antimillenarian 
commentators,  biblical  critics,  and  theological  teachers  from 
his  age  to  the  present  time.  And  surely,  if  they  adopt  his 
system  of  a  double  sense,  they  ought  to  know  what  the 
philosophy  is  on  which  it  rests ;  and  if  they  adopt  his  prin- 
ciples of  interpretation,  they  ought  openly  to  avow  them, 
and  to  meet  the  consequences  to  which  they  lead  in  respect 
to  the  other  teachings  of  the  Scriptures,  as  well  as  the  great 
doctrine  of  Christ's  pre-millennial  coming  and  reign.  We 
commend  these  hints  to  their  consideration,  and  hope  that 
those  of  them  who  may  hereafter  attempt  the  vindication  of 
their  peculiar  views,  will  candidly  state  wh?it  the  principles 
of  interpretation  are  on  which  they  proceed :  whether,  if  alle- 
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gorical,  they  hold  the  philosophy  of  Origen,  on  which  that 
system  is  founded:  and  whether  they  are  prepared  to  apply 
those  principles  to  the  doctrinal  and  historical,  as  well  as 
the  prophetic  Scriptures,  and  follow  them  to  their  natural 
results.]! 


Abt.  EL— The  Taotios  op  a  Class  op  Anti- 

HILLENABIANS. 

^  The  Editors  of  the  Puritan  Eecorder  published  in  their 
paper,  July  18th,  an  article  from  the  pen,  we  understand,  of 
Dr.  Cooke,  in  which  they  present  what  they  denominate 
**  A  DiflBiculty,"  which  they  allege  attaches  to  the  views  we 
have  presented  in  the  Journal  of  the  "  ultimate  state  of  the 
church,"  or  its  condition  subsequently  to  Christ's  second 
coming.  In  the  Becorder,  August  3d,  they  inserted  the 
following  reply. 

Messbs.  Editobs  : — ^In  your  paper  of  the  Idth  inst,  you  state  two 
difficulties  which  you  feel  in  respect  to  the  views  of  *'  Uie  millennial 
state,^  presented  in  the  Theological  and  Literary  Journal  for  Jul^ ; 
and  offer  them,  you  say,  '*  not  in  a  spirit  of  captious  criticism,  but  to 
get  relief  to  our  wonder ;"  and  you  intimate  that  yon  are  unable  to 
conceive  by  what  expedient  I  escape  them.  You  will  doubtless  be 
pleased  to  receive  an  answer,  and  to  communicate  it  to  your 
readers. 

The  representation  to  which  you  object  is,  that  *'  the  assurance  is 
given  in  many  passages  of  the  Prophets,  that  men  are  to  subsist  on  the 
earth  and  multiply  for  ever ;  that  the  curse  of  want,  sorrow,  and 
death,  is  soon  to  be  repealed ;  the  earth  made  a  paradise,  and  the 
scene  of  Christ's  visible  presence  and  reign ;  and  that  all  nations  are 
to  be  converted,  and  go  on  through  interminable  ages  in  sanctitude 
and  happiness."  To  this  should  be  added,  the  doctrine  not  quoted 
by  you,  that  at  Christ's  second  coming,  the  holy  dead  are  to  be 
raised,  invested  with  the  offices  of  kings  and  priests,  and  reign  with 
himjon  the  earth  during  the  thousand  years. 

^  Now  to  this  idea,"  you  say,  *'  a  host  of  difficulties  present  them- 
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selves.  We  hare  room  to  name  only  two ;  each  of  whidi  seems  to 
be  fatal  to  it  One  is,  that  in  the  Resurrection  state,  which  Mr. 
Lord,  if  we  understand  him,  makes  to  be  the  millennial  state, 
and  which,  in  any  view,  must  be  the  final  state,  to  which  these  quo- 
tations refer,  Christ  says,  they  neither  marry  nor  are  given  in  mar- 
riage ;  but  are  isaggehi :  which  we  take  to  be  at  least,  unmarriage- 
abU,  and  without  generations  or  children." 

Your  difScttlty  in  respect  to  this,  however,  has  manifestly  ri^n 
either  from  your  misapprehending  Christ,  o^  misconceiving  me.  If 
you  turn  to  Matt  zzii.  24-30,  or  the  corresponding  passage,  Luke 
zz.  84-30,  you  vnll  see  that  Christ's  declaration  which  you  allege, 
refers  exclusively  to  those  who  are  to  be  raised  /ram  the  dead: 
^  Ye  do  err,  not  knowing  the  Scriptures  nor  the  power  of  God.  For 
in  the  Reeurrectum^  they  neither  marry  nor  are  giien  in  marriage ; 
but  are  as  the  angels  of  Ood  in  heaven."  The  language  of  Luke  is 
equally  specific:  ''But  they  who  are  counted  worthy  of  that  age, 
and  of  tlie  Reeurrectum  from  the  dead^^ — implying  that  all  the  dead 
are  not  to  be  counted  worthy  of  that  age  and  the  Resurrection — 
"  neither  marry,  nor  are  given  in  marriage ;  neither  can  they  die  any 
more;  for  they  are  equal  unto  the  angels."  The  proposition  thus 
relates  solely  to  those  who  are  to  be  raised  from  the  dead,  and  be 
made  equal  to  the  angels.  It  has  no  reference  to  man  in  the  natural 
life.  If,  then,  you  supposed  it  to  relate  to  mankind  in  the  natural 
body,  as  well  aS  to  those  who  are  then  to  be  raised  from  the  dead,  it 
is  plain  that  you  misapprehended  Christ  I^  instead  of  that  error, 
you  had  the  impression  that  I  hold  and  teaeh  that  those  who  are  to 
he  raised  from  the  dead,  are  to  marry  and  be  given  in  marriage,  and 
have  offspring,  then  you  equally  misconceive  and  misrepresent  me. 
Where,  let  me  ask,  do  you  find  any  authority  either  in  the  articles  to 
which  you  refer,  or  anything  else  that  has  proceeded  from  my  pen, 
for  such  an  imputation  I  You  will  search  in  vain  for  anything  to 
justify,  or  yield  the  least  color  of  authority  to  it  I  cannot  but  be 
I  surprised  that  you  should  have  ventured  on  so  gross  a  misrepresent- 
ation. You  would  feel  it  to  be  a  very  extraordinary  act  of  injustice, 
were  I  or  any  other  person  to  bring  such  an  accusation  against  you. 
It  could  not,  however,  be  more  mistaken,  nor  do  I  know  how  it  could 
be  more  inexcusable,  than  its  allegation  against  me  is  by  you.  I  am 
glad  to  believe,  therefore,  that  you  will  find  yourselves  wholly  relieved 
from  this  difficulty. 

"Our  other  difficulty,"  you  say,  "is  the  want  of  room  for  such  an 
endless  increase.  Earth  is  limited  in  its  space ;  but  the  ^multiplica- 
tion  of  inhabitants  supposed,  is  unlimited  in  numbers,  and  unreduced 
by  death.  If  all  these  people,  in  unspotted  sanctitude,  living  in 
immortal  youth,  find  it  one  of  their  privileges  to  rear  diildren,  it  doea 
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not  appear  that  any  limits  will  be  set  to  the  progeny  of  each  pair. 
So  that  every  pair  vriW  go  on  maltiplying  for  ever,  and  all  the  cheeks 
which  sin,  and  disease,  and  death  interpose  to  snch  an  increase  will 
be  removed.  What  an  astonishing  increase  will  that  be  I  But  we 
will  not  press  the  point  of  the  rapidity  of  this  increase.  Let  Mr. 
Lord  tell  ns  what  this  shall  be.  But  let  it  be  what  it  may,  if  the 
increase  is  to  go  on,  as  he  says,  for  ever,  the  time  wiH  oome  when 
there  will  not  be  room  enough  on  the  face  of  the  earth  fer  a  standing 
place  for  all  its  inhabitants." 

I  shall  not  reply  to  that  part  of  this  paasage,  which  assvmes  or 
asserts,  that  if  the  race  is  to  multiply  for  ever,  all  the  individuals  who 
belong  to  it  must  contribute  to  the  multiplication  at  every  stage  of 
the  future.  That,  you  are  aware,  is  your  own  construction,  or  fency, 
and  has  nothing  in  what  I  have  taught  on  the  subject  to  sustain  it 
I  have  confined  myself  to  the  statement  and  proof  of  the  foct,  that 
the  Scriptures  indicate  that  the  race  is  for  ever  to  continue  here  in 
the  natural  life,  and  to  multiply. 

As  to  your  difScnlty  in  respect  to  this,  then,  I  reply,  first.  The 
ground  on  which  you  proceed  in  it,  is  a  very  improper  and  unsafe 
one ;  as  it  implies  that  nothing  is  to  be  received  as  revealed  and  true, 
that  cannot  be  satisfactorily  understood  and  explained.  Take  away 
that  assumption,  and  your  objection  becomes  wholly  irrelevant  For 
if  God  has  plainly  revealed  that  man^d  are  to  exist  and  multiply 
here  for  ever,  then  it  is  to  be  received  as  a  revealed  certainty ;  whe- 
ther we  are  made  acquainted  with  all  the  consequences  that  are  to 
spring  from  it,  or  know  what  the  measures  are  that  are  to  be  taken 
to  meet  tbem  or  not  You  surely  are  not  prepared  to  dissent  from 
this ;  you  cannot  mean  formally  to  sanction  the  assumption  on  which 
your  objection  proceeds.  You  will  admit  that  the  question,  whether 
the  doctrine  I  maintain  is  true  or  not,  is  to  be  determined  solely  by 
what  is  taught  respecting  it  in  the  Scriptures ;  not  by  our  ability  or 
inability  to  determine  how^  certain  consequences  to  which  it  leads,  or 
seems  likely  to  lead,  are  to  be  provided  for. 

Next,  your  objection  is  as  applicable  to  the  scheme  of  administra- 
tion which  would  have  been  pursued,  had  man  not  Men,  as  it  is  to 
that  which  is  to  be  instituted  when  the  curse  of  the  fall  is  repealed. 
You,  doubtless,  will  admit  that  if  man  had  not  fallen,  he  would  have 
continued  to  reside  in  this  world,  and  to  multiply  at  least  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  and  probably  for  ever ;  and  that,  at  any  rate,  a  time  would 
have  come,  doubtless  long  since,  when  the  number  of  the  race  would 
have  reached  the  utmost  capacity  of  the  earth  to  accommodate  them ; 
and  that  some  method  would  have  been  provided  to  exempt  them 
from  that  difficulty,  consistent  with  man's  nature,  compatible  with 
the  continuance  and  well-being  of  the  species,  and  worthy  of  the 
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wwiom  and  baoeydflnee  of  Cbd.  JN'ow  if  you  hold  to  this,  whj  da 
yott  object  to  a  dispenaatkMi,  at  a  future  time,  that  is  to  give  rise  to 
similar  results  f  If  one  is  compatiUe  with  God's  power,  wisdom,  and 
goodness,  and  was  prevented  from  going  into  effect  splelj  bj  the 
revok  of  man ;  why  may  not  the  other  be  equally  possible  and  comr 
patiUe  with  Qod's  perifections  ?  Tou  doubtless  cannot  have  seen 
that  you  were  objecting  against  precisely  such  a  condition  of  things 
as  would  have  risen  if  man  had  continued  in  allegiance.  It  is  very 
unfortunate  for  an  argument,  that  it  has  such  a  hostile  bearing  on 
what  God  has  beet  pleased  to  ptonounce  "  very  good.'' 

Thirdly.  But  we  are  not  left  wholly  uninstructed  in  respect  to 
the  mode  in  which  the  difficulty  which  perpleies  you  is  to  be  avoided. 
The  Scriptures  relate  that,  in  the  early  ages  of  the  world,  several  per- 
sons were  translated  to  another  scene  of  existence,  and  passed  through 
a  chaise  probably,  from  the  glory  in  which  Hoses  and  Elijah 
appeared  on  Mount  Tabor,  essentially  like  that  which  will  take  place 
in  the  bodies  of  the  saints  at  their  resurrection.  We  are  expressly 
taught  also,  that  smnts  who  are  living  on  the  earth  at  Christ's  second 
coming,  are  to  experience  a  great  and  glorious  change,  that  will  fit 
th^n  to  be  caught  up  in  the  air  to  meet  the  Lord,  and  dwell  for  ever 
in  his  {»resence.  Here,  then,  is  at  least  a  sufficient  indication  of  what 
may  be  a  great  feature  of  the  dispensation  he  is  then  to  institute ; 
and  may  prevent  the  overcrowding  of  the  earth  with  numbers,  by 
rapid  multiplication,  of  which  you  are  so  apprehensive.  And  this, 
allow  me  to  remind  you,  is  the  way  in  which  I  have  repeatedly 
stated,  I  suppose  the  over-population  of  the  world  is  to  be  avoided, 
as  you  will  see  by  referring  to  the  Journal  for  July,  1863,  pp. 
92-94. 

Your  second  objectioQ  is  thus  as  causeless  and  mistaken  as  the 
first  The  question  whether  the  doctrine  I  entertain  is  to  be  received 
or  not,  turns  not  at  all  on  any  such  consideration,  but  solely  on  the 
question  whether  it  is  taught  in  the  Scriptures ;  and  that  it  is,  in  my 
judgment,  you  will  see  fully  proved  in  the  article  to  which  I  have 
ahready  referred,  July,  1853,  pp.  77-80,  and  in  several  discussions  in 
the  preceding  volumes.  Dan.  viL  13, 14, 18,  27,  and  Rev.  xi.  15-18, 
show  that  this  world  is  to  be  the  scene  of  Christ's  eternal  kingdom ; 
that  it  is  to  embrace  the  whole  earth ;  that  he  is  to  reign  in  it  through 
the  ages  of  ages ;  and  that  the  beings  over  whom  he  is  to  reign,  are 
to  be  ''all  pec^Ie,  nations,  and  languages,"  ''under  the  whole 
heaven."  That  they  are  to  be  human  beings,  and  in  the  natural  life, 
we  presume  you  will  not  deny.  This  kingdom,  it  is  shown  in  both 
passages,  is  to  be  instituted  in  its  millennial  form  at,  or  immediately 
after,  the  period  of  the  destruction  of  the  antichristian  powers, 
symbolized  by  the  ten-homed  beast    You  hold,  undoubtedly,  that 
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men  are  to  contiane  in  the  world  in  the  natural  body^  and  propagate, 
tfier  that  period.  The  dasa  who  doubt  and  deny  it  belong  to  a  quite 
different  body  from  yourselyes.  But  that  men  are  to  continue  far  ever 
here,  and  multiply,  after  the  creation  of  the  new  heavens  and  new 
earthy  you  will  find  taught  with  equal  expUcitnees  in  leaiah  Ix.  15-22, 
where  it  is  promised  that  Zion — Jerusalem — shall  be  an  eternal  excel- 
lency, the  joy  of  many  ^generations  ;  that  the  Lord  shall  be  unto  her 
an  everlasting  light ;  that  her  people  shall  all  be  righteous;  that 
ihey  shall  inherit  the  land  for  ever;  and  that  a  little  one  shall 
become  a  thousand,  and  a  small  one  a  strong  nation,*'  which  indi- 
cates the  birth  of  offspring;  while  it  is  foretold  (Isaiah  Ixv.  17-26), 
Ihat  during  this  eternal  age  of  their  inheriting  the  land,  they  are  to 
build,  plant,  and  bring  forth  children,  and  that  they  are  to  be  the 
seed  of  the  blessed  of  the  Lord,  and  their  offspring  with  them^ 
Similar  predictions  are  made  in  a  great  number  of  passaget  of  the 
Old  Testament;  such  as  Joel  iii.  20,  where  it  is  predicted  that  Judah 
shall  dwell  for  ever  and  ever,  and  Jerusalem  from  generation  to  gene- 
ration. In  these  passages  I  have  thus  the  most  explicit  authority  for 
the  doctrine  I  maijitain.  It  is  as  directly  and  cleariy  foreshown  as 
any  event  of  the  future.  Can  you  confute  this  construction  of  these 
predictions  by  the  laws  of  philology,  or  any  other  Intimate  prin- 
ciple f  Are  you  aware  of  any  antimillenarian  who  hae  confuted  it, 
or  even  attempted  it  by  legitimate  criticism!  Are  you  aware  of  a 
single  passage  of  the  sacred  word  that  teaches  the  opposite  doctrine  I 
I  presume  not  If  the  question  then,  Which  doctrine  is  true  f — is  to 
be  tried  by  the  Scriptures,  it  will  be  ibund  that  it  is  yours  that 
is  not  only  without  any  support  from  them,  but  that  directly  con- 
tradicts Uieir  plain  and  express  teachings ;  and  it  is  you,  conse- 
quently, that  are  to  meet  the  difficulties  of  so  embarrassing  a  posi- 
tion— not  L 

You  have  fallen,  Messrs.  Editors,  into  another  error,  in  representing 
that  '^This  idea  of  propagation  in  heaven  was  one  of  the  grosser 
things  connected  with  the  ravings  of  the  Celestial  Prophets  and 
Anabaptists  of  Germany."  The  Anabaptists  of  Germany  neither 
held  the  ^'  idea  of  propagation  in  heaven,"  nor  of  Christ's  personal 
reign,  and  the  reign  of  the  risen  saints  with  him  on  earth.  Instead, 
they  concurred  with  modem  antimillenariaas,  in  maintaining  that  it 
is  men  in  the  natu^l  body  who  are  to  establish  the  millennial  king- 
dom, and  are  to  reign  in  it  as  kings ;  and  it  was  under  that  notioa 
that  they  plunged  into  their  horrid  excesses,  as  you  may  see  stated 
in  the  Journal  for  July,  1852,  pp.  122-125,  and  will  find  to  be  true, 
by  referring  to  the  proper  authorities. 

I  r^pret,  gentlemen,  that  you  have  Men  into  these  misapprehen- 
sions ;  but  your  love  of  truth  will  prompt  you  to  counteract  them  as  far 
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as  you  maj,  bj  the  publication  of  this  letter.  RecommendiDg  greater 
caution  in  offering  objections  to  the  doctrine  of  Chri^t^s  coming  and 
reign,  and  with  friendly  wishes,  I  am, 

Respectfully  yours,  D.  K.  Lord. 

New  York,  July  21, 1854. 

This  letter,  instead  of  relieving  their  perplexities,  prompted 
a  response,  in  which  they  re-asserted,  and  endeavored  to 
prove  the  validity  of  their  second  objection.  To  that  article 
we  returned  the  following  answer : — 

Messrs.  Editors  : — I  thank  you  for  giving  a  place  in  your  paper 
to  the  letter  I  addressed  to  you  a  few  days  ago.  Bonie  of  your 
^  Remarks**  on  it,  however,  glance  so  wide  of  the  right,  that  I  deem 
it  proper  to  make  the  following  response. 

In  the  first  place,  you  seem  to  intimate  that  the  belief  is  peculiar 
to  me,  that  there  are  to  be  "  two  kinds  of  men,** — ^human  beings — 
^'  on  earth  in  the  millennial  state."  I  am  surprised  at  this.  I  am 
not  at  all  singular  in  holding  that  beliet  Can  you  point  to  a  mil- 
lenarian  who  does  not  entertain  it  f  I  know  of  none.  It  has  been 
the  faith  of  those  who  look  for  Christ's  premillennial  coming  and 
reign  on  the  earth  with  the  risen  saints,  during  the  thousand  years, 
from  the  days  of  the  apostle  John.  It  is  the  belief  of  millenarians, 
as  much  as  it  is  of  antimillenarians,  that  men  are  to  continue  in  the 
natural  life  during  that  period.  That  which  is  peculiar  to  millena- 
rians is  that  they  hold  that  Christ  is  then  to  reign  on  the  earth  with 
the  glorified  saints.  Of  course,  if  the  risen  saints  and  men  in  the 
natural  life  have  their  residence  on  the  earth  during  that  age, — the 
one  in  the  station  of  kings  and  priests,  the  other  in  the  condition  of 
subjects — there  will  then  be  two  classes  of  human  beings  on  the 
earth. 

In  the  next  place,  yon  represent  that  you  have  not  found  anything 
in  the  word  of  God  that  indicates  that  there  are  to  be  two  such 
classes  on  the  earth  during  that  period.  You  say,  "  In  our  simplicity 
we  supposed,  that  if  the  New  Jerusalem  came  down  from  God  out 
of  heaven,  and  spread  itself  over  the  earth,  the  state  of  men  on 
earth  would  be  purely  a  heavenly  state,  and  all  its  inhabitants  would 
be  citizens  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  f  and  after  quoting  several 
passages  in  respect  to  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  and  change  of  the 
living  saints,  you  add  :  **  This,  we  thought,  placed  in  one  category 
both  the  risen  dead,  and  the  living  servants  of  Christ" 

There  is,  however,  the  clearest  indication  that  the  risen  saints  sym- 
bolized by  the  New  Jerusalem,  are  to  differ  in  the  most  marked  man- 
ner from  the  living  nations.    Thus,  the  dty  is  to  have  "  no  need  of 
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tbe  ran,  neither  of  the  moon  to  shine  in  it ;  for  the  glory  of  QcdP  is 
to  "  lighten  it,  and  the  Lamh  is^  to  be  '*  tbe  light  thereof.**    But 
**  the  natums  of  them  which  are  saved^  shall  vnUe  in  the  Ught  of  itj 
and  the  kioga  of  the  earth  Wing  their  glory  and  honor  into  it*' — Rer. 
XXL  28,  24.    Can  anything  be  more  manifest  than  that  the  risen 
saints,  represented  by  the  dty,  are  of  a  wholly  different  class  from 
tbe  nations  q{  the  saved  who  are  to  walk  in  their  light  f    An  equally 
broad  distinction  is  made  between  them-Hrerses  2^,  of  the  same 
chapter.    The  New  Jerusalem  descending  from  God  out  of  heaven, 
is  called  by  voices  from  theskies,  '*  the  tabernacle  of  Qod  with  men," 
and  it  is  declared  that  he  '*  shall  dwell  with  them,  and  they  shall  be 
his  people,  and  Ood  himself  shall  be  with  them,  their  God,  and 
shall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes,  and  there  shall  be  no  more 
death,  neither  sorrow,  nor  crying,  neither  shall  there  be  any  more 
pain ;  for  the  former  things  are  passed  away."    Here  men,  mankind, 
with  whom  God  is  to  dwell,  and  whom  he  is  to  free  from  death, 
sorrow,  crying,  and  pain,  are  a  wholly  different  class  from  ^  the  bride, 
the  Lamb's  wife,"  v.  9,  symbolized  by  the  holy  city  New  Jerusalem, 
and  called  his  tabemaeU  with  men.    And  that  their  condition  is  to 
be  essentially  diflerent  is  indicated  also,  chap.  xxii.  1,  2,  in  which  it 
is  predicted  that  *'  the  leaves  of  the  tree  of  life,"  which  is  to  stand 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  of  the  water  of  life  running  through  the 
midst  of  the  street  of  the  city,  "  are  for  the  healmg  of  the  nations^ 
If  those  nations  are,  as  you  suppose,  **  plaoed  in  the  same  category^ 
as  "  the  risen  dead,"  as  to  the  condition  of  their  nature,  how  is  it 
that  they  can  still  need  healing  by  the  leaves  of  the  tree  of  lifef 
You  cannot  hold  that  the  risen  saints  are,  notwithstanding  the  incor- 
ruptibleness,  glory,  and  power,  in  which  they  are  to  be  raised,— to 
be  subject  to  disease  of  body,  or  any  other  defect  that  is  to  make 
the  reception  of  a  healing  vegetable,  or  any  analogous  remedy 
necessary.    There  is  a  like  distinction,  also,  Dan.  vii.,  between  the 
**all  people,  nations,  and  languages"  who  are  to  be  the  subfects  of 
the  Idngdom  with  which  Christ  is  to  be  invested  at  his  coming  in  the 
clouds,  and  the  saints  of  the  Most  High  who  are  then  t6  take  the 
kingdom ;  that  is,  take  kingly  authority  in  it,  in  place  of  the  rulers 
denoted  by  the  ten-homed  *beast,  who  are  then  to  be  destroyed. 
Those  who  are  to  take  the  kingdom,^n  other  words,  receive  and 
exercise  Idngly  authority  in  it — are  not  the  people,  nations,  and  lan- 
guages who  are  to  serve  in  it.    That  were  to  confound  the  monarch 
with  the  subject ;  those  who  exercise  authority,  with  those  over  whom 
it  is  to  be  exercised.    If  they  are  all  kings,  how  can  they  be  eadi 
other's  subjects !    The  continuance  of  men  in  the  natural  life  at 
that  period,  is  indicated  also  m  many  other  passages. 
The  doctrine  then  that  there  are  to  be  two  classes  of  human  beings 
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on  tbe  earth  dniiog  the  nnllenniam)  is  not  an  enor.  It  is  pkhily 
tanght  in  the  Soriptnres.  It  wm  the  fiuth  of  nearly  the  whole  chnrch 
during  the  two  centmies  that  followed  the  death  of  the  apoetle  John. 
It  ever  has  been  and  now  is  the  fiiHh  of  miHenarians  generalljr. 
And  why,  with  these  plain  testimonies  of  the  word  of  God  to  that 
great  feature  of  the  millennial  dispensation,  should  it  be  doubted  f 
It  o^tainly  cannot  be  shown  to  be  impossible.  It  eannot  be  shown, 
00  fiur  as  I  am  aware,  to  inrolre  any  inoompatibiUty  with  the  nature 
of  either  class,  or  with  any  doctrine  of  the  divine  word.  Were  it 
revealed  that  angek,  and  in  immense  numbers,  were  to  reign  on  the 
earth  with  Chnst»  you  psobabty  would  not  see  any  physical  oljection 
to  it.  You,  doubtlees,  bdieve  that  multkndes,  probaUy  a  countless 
host,  of  angds,  good  and  evil,  have  risited  the  earth,  and  have  exerted, 
and  are  now  eserting  important  ag^eiee  here.  Tet  their  presence 
has  not  proved  incompatible  with  the  continued  Hfe,  the  multiplica- 
tion, not  the  convenience  of  men.  Hi^  have  not  crowded  them  so 
as  to  produce  the  effect  of  an  over  population.  /Lnd  how  can  it  be 
shown  that  the  risen  saints,  whose  bodies  are  to  be  spiritual,  wiH  any 
more  prove  incompatible  with  the  ^contintted  Hfe  of  men  in  the  natu- 
ral body,  or  interfere  with  them  by  occupying  the  space  they  will 
need,  and  thwebj  diminidbing  the  capacity  of  tilie  earth  to  hold  and 
sustain  themf 

.  As  you  are  thus  undoubtedly  in  an  error  in  denying  that  men  are 
thtfi  to  exist  in  the  natural  hfe,  and  in  nations,  after  Christ  ccHiiee  and 
establishes  the  New  Jemeakm  dispensation,  you  are  of  consequence 
in  error  in  the  conclusions  you  draw  from  it,  and  mistakenly  ascribe 
to  me.  You  say^  ^  We  had  never  obtained  from  the  Scriptures,  ntx 
tKsm.  Mr.  Lofd'a  Journal,  any*  idea  of  another  branch  of  Adam's  race 
which  is  to  remam  (m  the  earth,  to  exemplify  redemption  in  a 
lower  form,  and  to  multiply  dnidren  of  God  by  natural  regeneration ; 
producing  sons  of  God  that  are  born  of  blood,  and  of  the  will  of  the 
flesh,  and  of  the  will  of  man,  but  not  of  God ;  and  preparii^  to  fill 
heaven  with  a  raee  of  redeemed,  but  not  r^enerate,  and  not  par- 
^ned,  and  notable  to  sing  to  him  who  had  washed  them  from  sm.^ 
liis  apparent  from  the  mode  in  which  you  present  these  remarks, 
that  you  regard  what  yon  thus  depict,*  as  the  natural  and  inevitable 
consequence  of  the  doctrine  that  men  are  to  continue  in  the  natural 
life  and  have  oflbpring  during  i^'^  reign  of  the  saints  on  the  earth ; 
and  your  representation  is  virtually  at  least,  and  meant  to  be  so  un- 
detstood  by  your  readers,  that  I  hold  and  teach  what  you  exhibit  as 
involved  in  that  doctrine.  But  in  this,  first,  you  do  me  the  greatest 
injustice.  I  have  never  arbwed  any  such  sentiments.  Point,  if  you 
can,  to  a  syllable  thai  has  proceeded  from  my  pen  that  has  any  sudi 
meaning.    I  have  nevertittered  a  wo^  that  cati,  by  any  prbcess,  be 
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tortured  isio  an  utterance  of  them.  If  you  Amk  ihem  Intimate 
coBsequenoet  of  the  dootrine  I  maantAin,  wheiher  I  see  than  io  be 
such  or  not,  you  should  have  presented  thraa  in  thai  attitude ;  not 
exhibited  them  as  consequences  which  I  recogniBe  and  avow. 

Bui  next,  as  the  doctrme  I  UMUBtain,  but  you  reject,  that  men  Mid 
nations  are  to  exist  on  the  earth  in  the  natural  Hfey  and  multiply^  after 
Christ  comes,  is  indisputaUy  the  doctrine  of  the  Scriptures^  and  as  the 
consequences  therefore  which  you  enumerate^  do  not  fellow  from  it| 
at  least,  in  my  judgment ;  it  results  that  it  ii  yon  alone,  not  I,  that  are 
chargeable  widi  implying  that  the  measures  of  the  divine  admini^ 
tratioB  must  issvein  those  consequences ;  and  it  is  you  akneaccord- 
ingly,  that  are  to  meet  the  difficulties  that  representation  invcdves ;  and 
I  cannot  but  think  you  will  find  it  a  serious  task.  How  can  you 
prove  that  if  ofispring  are  bom  after  Qhrist's  second  coming,  &ey 
must  any  more  be  ^  children  ni  Qod  by  natural  regenerate,"  than 
those  were  who  weie  bom  during  his  presence  on  earth  aftet  his  first 
advent  f  How  can  you  prove  that  the  presence  of  the  risen  and  f^ 
rified  saints  on  the  earth  is  to  produce  that  ^fect»  any  more  than  the 
presence  of  Moses  imd  Elias  did  when  on  Mount  Tabor;  or  any  nnoie 
than  the  presence  of  theholy  angeb  has  during  the  ministries Ihey 
have  exereised  on  the  earth  fiom  age  to  agef  It  is  j^ain  Ihat  your 
premise  is  no  basis  whatever  ior  your  conclusion. 

In  the  third  place^  you  manifestly  assume  that  ihe  saints  who  are 
living  at- the  eombg  ci  Christy  will  immediately  be  changed  to  a 
nature  or  state  Hke  that  of  the  risen  saints ;  that  is,  that  the  resw- 
rection  of  the  holy  dead,  and  4he  change  of  the  holy  living,  inli  take 
place  at  the  same  mmnent,  of  widiout  «ny  considerable  spece  inter- 
vening  between  them.  That  is,  undoubtedly,  however,  mistaken. 
It  is  expressly  stated  hy  Paul^  1  Thess.  iv.  17,  that  the  change  of 
the  living  is  to  be  subsequent  to  (wsku,  aftierwards),  not  contempo- 
laneous  with  the  resurrection.  It  is  taiught,  1  Cor.  xv.  51,  52,  that 
the  diange  of  the  living  is  to  be  wrought  instantaneously,  but  not 
that  it  is  to  take  place  in  ^be  same  instant  as  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead.  The  blast  of  the  last  trampet,  during  whidi  both  are  to 
occur,  is  not  to  be  limited  to  a  moment  or  an  hour,  but  is  to  extend 
over  a  very  conriderable  period,  as  yon  will  see  is  indicated.  Rev.  xL 
15-19,  by  the  numerous  and  great  events  that  are  to  take  place 
under  it,  vix.:  the  assumption  of  the  sovere^ty  of  the  wbrid  by 
Christ,  ike  inffiction  of  his  wrath  on  his  enemies,  the  resurrection 
of  the  holy  dead,  the  reward  of  all  the  saints,  living  as  well  as  dead, 
sad  the  destraction  of  the  great  corrapters,  or  fUse  religionists  and 
tyrants  of  the  earth.  These  last,  nndoubtedlf,  from  the  description 
of  them,  chap,  xviii.  and  xix.,  are  to  occupy  a  condderaUe  period. 
The  resurrection  of  the  holy  dead  is  to  take  phMe,  there  is  reason  to 
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believe,  Rer.  xix.  2-9,  after  the  overthrow  of  Babylon,  and  before 
the  deetruotion  of  the  beast  and  faUe  prophet;  as  it  is  shown  (v.  14) 
that  the  risen  saints  are  to  come  with  Christ,  at  the  great  battle  in 
which  the  beast  and  his  armies  are  to  perish ;  and  it  is  foreshown, 
also,  Zech.  xiv.  6,  that  at  that  crisis  all  the  saints  are  to  come  with 
him ;  and  that  a  period  will  pass,  and  probably  of  some  length,  after 
Christ  raises  the  saints,*  before  the  living  will  be  changed,  is  indi- 
cated in  many  passages.  They  are  to  be  judged  before  they  receive 
their  reward.  How  can  it  be  svppoeed  that  their  jadgment,  as  repre- 
sented Matt  xzv.,  can  take  place  in  a  moment! 

In  the  foarth  place,  ypu  assume  that  all  who  are  not  destroyed  at 
Christ's  coming,  are  to  be  saints,  who  are  to  be  dianged  at  once  to 
glory.  That,  however,  you  will  see,  if  the  foregoing  views  are  cor- 
rect, is  a  mistake.  How  are  they  to  continue  as  ^  people,  nations, 
and  languages,"  if  they  are  all  to  be  changed  immediately  to  the 
condition  of  the  risen  saints  ?  How  are  the  Israelites,  Isaiah  Izv.,  to 
build  and  plant,  and  bear  offspring,  after  the  creation  of  the  new 
heaven  and  new  earth,  if  they  are  changed  at  once  to  spiritual 
bodies!  How  are  the  nations  to  require  healing  by  the  leaves  of 
the  tree  of  life,  and  need  the  light  of  the  new  Jerusalem  to  walk  by, 
if  .they  are  themselves  members  of  the  body  denoted  by  the  l^ew 
Jerusalem!  But  it  is  expressly  indicated,  Isaiah  Izvi.  15-19,  that 
notwithstanding  the  great  slaughter  of  the  wicked  that  is  to  take 
place  at  Christ's  coming,  some  of  all  nations  and  tongues  are  still 
to  survive ;  that  some  who  are  exposed  to  that  slaughter,  but  escape, 
are  to  be  sent  to  various  nations,  that,  so  hr  from  having  already 
been  converted,  will  not  have  even  heard  the  name  of  Jehovah, 
neither  seen  his  glory,  and  that  they  will  declare  his  gk>ry  among 
the  Gentiles.  It  is  foreshown,  also,  Zediariah  xii.,  that  it  is  to  be 
after  Christ's  coming,  and  destruction  of  the  antichristian  hosts 
assembled  against  Jerusalem,  that  the  spirit  of  grace  and  supplica- 
.tion  is  to  be  poured  out  upon  the  house  of  David  and  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Jerusalem,  and  they  are  to  be  brought  to  a  recognition  of 
Christ  as  their  Messiah,  and  are  to  repent  and  obtain  forgiveness. 
It  is  expressly  ~  predicted,  also,  Be  v.  xv.  8,  4,  that  it  is  under  the 
infliction  of  the  last  plagues,  the  diief  of  which  are  to  take  place 
under  the  last  trumpet,  that  all  nations  are  to  be  made  to  come  and 
worship  Jehovah,  because  his  judgments  are  made  manifest  Instead 
of  the  destruction,  therefore,  of  all  who  are  not  sanctified  at  the 
moment  of  Christ's  advent,  the  great  work  of  the  conversion  of  the 
nations  is  to  take  place  after  he  comes.  This — if  the  Scriptures  are 
to  decide  the  pcnnt — doea  not  admit  of  any  debate.  The  prophecies 
everywhere  represent  the  antichriatian  party  as  triumphant,  and 
evil  of  eveiy  sort  as  abounding,  till  Christ  comes.    There  is  not  a 
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faint  that  the  nations  are  to  be  generally  brought  to  the  faith  and 
obedience  of  the  gospel  anterior  to  his  advent  and  institution  of  his 
kingdom  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  to  exist  under  his  personal 
reign. 

And  finally,  you  assume  that,  if  mankind  continue  during  that 
period  to  have  offspring,  there  must,  of  necessity,  be  a  cx>ntinual 
accession  to  the  number  of  those  who  are  in  the  natural  Ufe,  and 
therefore  at  length  an  overcrowding  of  the  earth  with  population. 
But  that  does  not  follow.  It  would  be  the  result,  doubtless,  if  no 
change  of  the  living  saints  was  to  take  place  to  a  higher  life.  But  as 
such  a  change  is  to  take  place,  by  which  those  who  are  the  subjects 
of  it  will  probably  become  like  the  risen  saints,  spiritual  in  their  bodies, 
and  thereby  no  longer  interfere  with  the  living  by  occupying  space 
that  is  needful  for  them,  any  more  than  the  angels  now  do,  the  conse- 
quence you  suppose  cannot  necessanly  result  from  the  continued 
b'rth  of  offspring.  If,  after  the  earth  is  sufSciently  peopled,  the 
transfiguration  of  the  living  takes  place  as  rapidly  as  the  births — 
the  number  of  those  in  the  natural  life,  instead  of  perpetually  aug- 
menting, will  remain  stationary. 

Such  are  my  views.  They  seem  to  me  adequate  answers  to  your 
difficulties,  and  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  a  notice  of  the  other 
topics  to  which  you  refer.  I  close,  therefore,  and  am  respectfully 
and  sincerdy  yours, 

D.  N.  Lord. 
Nbw  Yobs,  9^  Attffuti,  1864. 

This  letter  Dr.  Cooke  declined  to  insert  in  the  Recorder. 
His  desire  "  to  get  relief  to  our  own  wonder,"  appears,  on 
the  perusal  of  it,  to  have  undergone  a  sudden  syncope,  and 
not  improbably  from  the  apprehension,  that  instead  of  his 
making  us  the  object  of  ridicule  by  the  discussion,  the  asto- 
nishment and  laughter  of  the  public  were  likely  to  be  turned 
upon  himself.  The  position  which  he  occupies  is  certainly 
a  very  awkward  one. 

1.  On  the  ground  of  a  peculiar  and  false  notion  of  the 
state  of  men,  after  Christ  comes,  which  he  holds  and  we 
reject,  he  charges  us  with  teaching  what  implies  that  the 
glorified  saints  are  to  have  offepring.  It  is  his  ovm  notion 
that  all  mankind  are  then  to  be  '' placed  in  the  same  cate- 
gory," by  the  change  of  the  living  to  the  same  state  as  the 
risen  saints,  that  he  makes  the  ground  of  his  imputation ; 
not  the  view  loe  entertain  of  the  condition  in  which  those  of 
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the  race  living  at  Christ's  advent  are  then  to  be  placed — 
which  wholly  precludes  the  consequence  he  endeavors  to 
fsisten  on  the  doctrine  we  maintain.  This  is  certainly  a 
very  extraordinary  proceeding.  The  question  whether  the 
consequence  for  which  he  attempts  to  make  us  responsible, 
follows  on  the  notion  he  entertains  of  the  state  of  men  after 
Christ  comes,  is  wholly  different  from  the  question  whether 
it  follows  on  the  directly  opposite  view  of  it  which  we  hold. 
Yet  Dr.  Cooke  treats  these  questions  as  though  they  were  the 
same,  and  undertakes  to  make  us  responsible  for  the  results 
of  his  false  theory,  which  we  reject!  Was  there  ever  injus- 
tice that  transcended  this  ?  If,  as  we  hold,  men  are  to  con- 
tinue in  the  natural  body,  and  have  oflfepring  after  Christ 
comes,  it  surely  does  not  follow  that  the  glorified  saints  are 
also  to  have  oflfepring.  Dr.  Cooke,  accordingly,  charges  us 
with  implying  that  the  glorified  saints  are  to  have  ofi&pring, 
because  he  holds,  in  direct  contradiction  to  us,  that  none  of 
the  race  are  then  to  exist  in  the  natural  life,  but  that  all  are 
to  be  glorified  I  What  a  piercing  perspicacity  he  displays  I 
What  a  delightful  exemption  from  everything  like  confused 
and  muddy  conceptions!  What  irrefragable  logic!  The 
only  apology  he  presents  for  this  singular  injustice  is,  that 
he  did  not  know  that  we  held  that  men  are  to  continue  in 
th6  natural  life  after  Christ  comes.  That  he  did  not  know 
what  our  views  are — if  it  be  a  &ct — was  a  good  reason  for 
his  not  attempting  to  make  them  the  object  of  prejudice,  but 
is  the  poorest  of  all  possible  reasons  for  misrepresenting 
them.  If  he  did  not  know  what  they  are,  why  did  he 
assume  that  they  are  obnoxious  to  the  objection  which  he 
alleges  against  them?  Would  he  accept  such  an  apology 
from  one  who  grossly  misrepresented  him?  Had  the  editor 
of  the  Independent^  who  some  time  since  made  a  representa- 
tion which  he  thought  highly  injurious  to  his  character, 
offered  it  as  a  justification  of  himself,  that  he  did  not  know 
that  Dr.  Cooke  is  an  upright  and  honorable  man,  would  he 
have  regarded  it  as  a  satisfactory  answer  ?  We  presume  not 
Yet  it  would  have  been  precisely  parallel  to  the  reason  he 
gives  for  his  misrepresentation  of  us. 

2.  In  like  manner  he  makes  his  own  peculiar  false  notion 
in  regard  to  what  is  to  take  place  after  Christ  comes — ^not 
the  view  we  entertain,  the  ground  of  the  charge  that  our 
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view  implies  that  the  earth  is  to  be  immeasurably  over-popu- 
lated— ^that  the  number  who  are  to  be  called  into  existence, 
and  compelled  to  live  here,  will  boundlessly  transcend  the 
capacity  of  the  globe  to  accommodate  them.  We  maintain 
that  though  men  continue  to  propagate,  and  are  not  to  be 
removed  by  death,  they  yet  will  not  overcrowd  the  earth, 
because  they  will  successively  be  transformed  to  a  higher 
nature,  like  that,  probably,  of  the  risen  saints,  and  be  pre- 
vented thereby  from  occupying  the  space  that  is  needful 
for  those  who  continue  in  the  natural  body.  Dr.  Cooke, 
however,  does  not  believe  in  the  transfiguration  of  any 
saints  except  i;hose  who  are  living  on  the  earth  at  the  time 
of  Christ's  advent,  and  holds,  therefore,  that  if  men  continue 
in  the  natural  life,  and  propagate,  and  yet  are  not  removed 
by  death,  as  all  that  come  into  existence  must  continue  here 
in  the  natural  body,  the  number  will  at  length  reach  and 
transcend  the  capacity  of  the  earth  to  sustain  them.  It 
is  his  own  notion^  thus,  which  he  makes  the  ground  of  his 
accusation  against  us,  not  the  view  we  maintain,  which 
specifically  precludes  the  consequence  which  he  charges  on 
it! 

8.  The  want  of  acquaintance  with  the  subject  which  he 
displays,  is  very  far  irom  being  creditable  to  him.  It  seems 
he  does  not  know  that  it  is  the  belief  of  millenarians  gene- 
rally, that  men  are  to  continue  in  the  natural  life  after  Christ 
comes,  and  that  it  is  after  his  advent  that  the  conversion  of 
the  nations  is  to  take  place  !  It  appears,  also,  that  he  does 
not  know  that  the  Bible  teaches  that  this  world  is  to  be  the 
scene  of  the  kingdom  Christ  is  to  establish  at  his  second 
coming,  and  to  reign  over  for  ever  and  ever.  The  express 
testimonies  to  that  great  purpose,  with  which  the  prophecies 
abound,  appear  never  to  have  attracted  his  attention.  How 
much  better  would  it  have  been,  if,  instead  of  endeavoring 
"  to  get  relief  to  his  wonder,"  at  difiiculties  which  he  falsely 
ascribes  to  the  doctrines  of  millenarianism,  he  had  employed 
himself  in  ascertaiDing  what  those  doctrines  are,  and  exa- 
mining and  receiving  the  Scriptural  grounds  on  which  they 
rest? 

4.  In  our  first  letter  we  state,  in  answer  to  his  second 
"  difficulty,"  that  his  "  objection  is  as  applicable  to  the  scheme 
which  would  have  been  pursued  had  man  not  fallen,  as  it  is 
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to  that  which  is  to  be  instituted  when  the  curse  of  the  &11  is 
repealed ;"  since,  as  he  "  doubtless  will  admit,  if  man  had 
not  fallen,  he  would  have  continued  to  reside  in  this  world 
and  to  multiply,  at  least  to  the  present  time ;"  and  that  at 
any  rate  a  time  would  have  come,  and  probably  "long 
since,  when  the  number  of  the  race  would  have  reached  the 
utmost  capacity  of  the  earth  to  accommodate  them ;"  and 
that  some  method  would  have  been  provided  to  exempt 
them  from  that  evil. 

This  he  attempts  to  set  aside  by  denying  that  there  is  any 
certainty,  had  they  not  fallen,  that  they  would  have  multi- 
plied to  any  greater  number  than  simply  to  **  fill"  the  capa- 
city of  the  earth  to  sustain  them.    This  denial  involves  con- 
sequences, however,  we  apprehend,  of  which  he  is  but  little 
.^ware.    The  number  which  the  race  has  already  reached,  is 
held  by  persons  who  have  investigated  the  subject,  to  be  at 
least  sixty  or  seventy  thousand  millions ;  a  crowd  several 
times,  probably  fifteen,  perhaps  twenty  times  greater  than 
could   contemporaneously  subsist  on  the  earth.    Dr.  C.'s 
denial  implies,  therefore,  that  had  man  not  fallen,  the  number 
of  the  race  that  would  then  have  had  a  being,  would  have 
been  immensely  less  than  have  already  come  into  existence. 
But  this  implies,  that  if  Adam  had  not  fallen,  all  those  of  the 
race  now  existing  beyond  the  number  who  could  subsist 
together  on  the  earth,  would  never  have  had  an  existenca 
But  this  again  implies  that  if  he  had  not  fallen,  he  would  not 
have  acted  in  his  trial  as  the  head  and  representative  of  that 
part  of  the  present  race  who  then  would  have  had  no  being; 
and  this  implies,  we  take  it,  that  he  did  not  in  fact  act  as 
their  representative  at  all.     For  if  he  did  not  act  as  their 
head  and  representative  in  the  obedient  part  of  his  represent- 
ative agency,  which  preceded  his  transgression,  how  can  it 
be  held  that  he  acted  as  their  representative  in  his  fiall? 
Does  Dr.  Cooke  hold,  that  the  individuals  of  the  race  who 
would  have  existed  if  Adam  had  not  fallen,  are  identically 
the  same  as  those  who  actually  exist,  up  to  the  number  who 
he  supposes  would  then  have  come  into  being  ?    Or  does  he 
hold  that  they  would  have  been  a  wholly  different  set  of 
individuals?    If  he  holds  that  they  would  have  been  the 
same  specific  persons  up  to  the  supposed  number,  and  that 
Adam  acted  as  their  representative  in  the  obedient  agency 
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wbich  he  exerted  up  to  the  moment  of  his  fall,  as  well  as  in 
that  transgression,  how  can  he  deny  that  he  acted  in  his 
whole  agency,  obedient  as  well  as  sinful,  as  the  represent- 
ative of  all  the  others  of  the  race  that  have  come  into  exist- 
ence, as  much  as  of  that  supposed  number?  If  he  holds 
that  the  persons  who  would  have  come  into  existence,  if 
Adam  had  continued  in  allegiance,  would  have  been  speci- 
fically different  from  those  that  actually  exist,  then  he 
implies  that  those  whom  Adam  represented  in  his  agency  up 
to  the  moment  of  his  transgression  have  never  come  into  exist- 
ence^ and  are  not  to  at  any  future  period ;  and  yet  that  Adam 
did  not  subject  t/iem  to  any  forfeiture  by  his  transgression;  for 
how  could  his  fall  subject  them  to  any  forfeiture,  if  he  did 
not  act  in  it  as  their  representative  t  They  have  lost  an 
immortal  existence  of  holiness  and  blessedness,  it  seems,  by 
his  fall,  and  yet  have  not  suffered  any  forfeiture  by  it!  We 
might  trace  the  consequences  of  Dr.  C.'s  denial  still  further, 
but  this  is  sufficient  to  indicate  the  issues  to  which  it  leads. 
In  what  a  pretty  batch  of  difficulties  has  he  involved  himself 
in  his  attempt "  to  get  relief  to  his  wonder,''  at  the  implications 
of  his  own  absurd  notions,  which  he  falsely  ascribes  to  us! 

5.  And,  finally,  after  having  published  his  groundless 
accusations,  and  repeated  them  in  a  measure  in  his  second 
article,  he  had  not  the  fairness  to  present  to  his  readers  our 
second  letter,  in  which  his  errors  are  so  clearly  pointed  out 
as  to  make  it  unsafe  to  repeat  the  misrepresentation.  In  this 
we  think  he  was  injudicious,  as  well  as  unjust.  After  having 
protested  that  he  presented  "  this  difficulty,  not  in  a  spirit  of 
captious  criticism,  but  to  get  relief  to  our  own  wonder ;"  and 
expressed  his  "  wonder  what  way  Mr,  Lord  has  devised  to 
escape  a  difficulty  so  fatal  to  his  theory ;  or  if  he  has  devised 
none"  his  ^*  wonder  that  he  should  not,  afticr  all  his  profound 
investigations,  have  seen  a  difficulty  so  obvious  and  yet  so 
fatal  to  his  theory ;"  he  should,  without  hesitation,  have  let 
his  readers  know  in  full  what  the  answer  is  which  we  make 
to  his  objections.  How  can  he  now  suppose  that  those  who 
know  that  he  refused  to  publish  the  second  letter,  will  give 
credit  to  his  representation  that  his  object  was — ^not  to  excite 
prejudice  against  us — ^but  to  get  information  in  regard  to  our 
views  ?  In  what  other  way  can  they  so  naturally  account 
for  his  not  inserting  that  letter,  as  by  presuming  that  it 
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sprung  from  an  unwillingness  that  his  readers  should  see  in 
what  an  unfortunate  predicament  he  has  placed  himself? 

We  insert  the  letters  in  the  Journal,  and  make  these 
remarks,  that  our  readers  may  see  to  what  expedients  a  class 
of  antimiUenarians  resort  to  prejudice  their  readers  against 
us,  and  throw  discredit  on  the  great  Scriptural  doctrine  we 
maintain  of  Christ's  premillennial  coming  and  reign  with 
his  saints  over  "all  people,  nations,  and  languages"  on  the 
earth.  Was  ever  a  more  captious,  uncandid,  and  disho- 
norable course  pursued?  They  wholly  refuse  to  try  the 
question  between  us  by  the  word  of  God.  They  appear  as 
averse  to  look  at  what  the  Bible  teaches  on  the  subject  as 
ever  Catholics  were  to  try  their  doctrines  by  that  standard. 
Instead  of  an  upright  and  thorough  trial  of  the  doctrines  of 
millenarianism  by  the  Scriptures,  they  prefer  to  confine 
themselves  to  offering  objections  that  have  their  origin  in 
their  own  false  notions;  or  else  in  gross  and  inexcusable 
misrepresentations  of  those  whom  they  assail.  This  does  not 
indicate  an  undoubting  conviction  of  the  truth  of  their  theo- 
ries and  conscious  ability  to  vindicate  them  by  fair  means. 
It  is  the  mark  rather  of  an  uncandid  and  a  baffled  adversary. 

May  God  forgive  them,  imbue  them  with  a  better  spirit, 
discover  to  them  the  error  in  which  they  are  involved,  and 
lead  them  to  the  full  knowledge  and  joyous  reception  of  his 
truth. 


Art.  X. — Lttkraby  and  CRrrioxL  Noticks. 

1.  The  Millennium:  An  Essay  read  to  the  General  Convention  of 
New  Hampshire,  June,  1853,  by  Nathan  Lord,  President  of  Dart- 
mouth College.    Dartmouth  Press,  Hanover,  IS54. 

This  Essay,  which  was  prepared  at  the  request  of  the  cleri<5al  body 
before  which  it  was  delivered,  is  a  comprehensive,  calm,  and  impres- 
sive statement  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Scriptures,  as  it  is  held  by  mil- 
lenarians,  respecting  Christ's  second  coming,  the  great  events  that 
are  to  attend  the  institution  of  his  millennial  kingdom  on  the  earth, 
and  the  characteristics  that  are  to  distinguish  the  thousand  yean  of 
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his  reign.  The  author  begins  by  stating  that  roillenarianism  is  not, 
as  some  of  its  rejecters  represent,  a  mere  speculative  theory,  or  crea- 
tion of  the  fancy,  but  a  Scriptural  doctrine,  a  revelation  made  in  the 
most  specific  forms,  and  occupjring  a  large  part  of  the  sacred  word. 
"I  know  no  theory  of  millenarianism,  properly  so  called;  and 
I  know  no  modern,  in  distinction  from  ancient  millenarianism.  This, 
like  other  doctrines  of  Scripture,  for  a  long  time  held  by  the  primi- 
tive Christians,  was  corrupted  at  length  by  rationalistic  and  fanciful 
interpreters,  led  by  Origen  and  other  speculative  theologians  of  the 
schools.  Through  the  middle  ages  it  was  mostly  covered  up  by  scho- 
laatic  traditions,  allegorical  commentaries,  and  the  errors  of  Roman- 
ism in  general  Occasionally,  excited  men,  who  caught  amid  tbe 
Burroundrng  darkness  some  glimpses  of  the  primitive  truth,  attempted 
to  revive  it.  But  they  could  not  re-produce  it  in  its  simplicity. 
The  age  was  too  dark.  Providence  was  not  ready  for  them.  They 
brought  out  only  obscure  resemblances  of  it,  mere  caricatures,  which 
disgusted  all  considerate  persons,  and  served  only  to  perpetuate  the 
popular  delusions.  These  extravagances  are  reported  in  all  the  his. 
tories  down  to  the  Reformation. 

"  The  same  has  been  true,  to  a  great  extent,  of  the  latter  half  of 
the  Protestant  period.  The  reformers  in  general  returned,  in  this 
respect,  as  in' others,  to  the  primitive  belief.  Some  of  their  ablest 
writers  gave  it  their  unequivocal  testimony  and  support  But  they 
were  pressed  by  subjects  of  more  immediate  concernment  to  church 
and  state,  and  could  not  conveniently  elaborate  this,  which,  as  they 
foresaw  and  testified,  would  belong  more  intimately  to  a  future,  and 
as  some  affirmed,  our  present  period.  It  was  suffered  to  fall  off  again, 
for  the  most  part,  into  the  hands  of  the  speculative  and  curious,  who 
have  used  it  rather  as  a  theme  for  the  exercise  of  a  romantic 
ingenuity,  or  for  giving  currency  and  effect  to  popular  delusions* 
'nil  of  late,  there  has  been  but  little  scientific  inquiry  into  those  laws 
of  prophetic  interpretation,  by  which  alone  the  meaning  of  Scripture, 
and  the  orthodoxy  of  the  primitive  ages,  in  this  respect  could  be  re- 
established* The  consequence  has  been  a  deluge  of  extravagant 
pernicious  millennial  literature,  from  Burnet  and  Whiston  all  round 
to  Whitby  and  his  modern  imitators,  and  the  school  of  Miller,  among 
the  interpreters ;  and  among  the  revealers,  from  Swedenborg  to  Ann 
Lee,  and  the  Latter  Day  Saints  of  Utah.  The  Protestant  conceits 
have  as  far  exceeded  the  flights  of  mediaeval  novelists,  as  mental 
activity,  and  freedom  of  inquiry,  have  been  greater  since  the 
Reformation. 

"  But  millenarianism,  to  a  careful  and  conscientious  student,  who 
affects  no  intuitional  knowledge  of  the  Divine  counsels,  and  submits 
not  to  human  authority  in  jnatters  of  faith,  is  perfectly  disUnguisha- 
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ble  from  those  speculatire  eariosittes.  It  is  as  snsoepdble  of  sdec* 
tific  interpretation  from  Scripture  in  its  order,  as  any  of  the  truths 
that  orthodox  Christians  have  accepted  since  the  days  of  the  Apoe- 
ties.  It  is  no  more  exceptionable,  on  account  of  the  misrepresentar 
tions  and  abuses  of  it  by  foolish  men,  than  the  Trinity,  or  atonement, 
or  a  future  state  in  general." 

After  stating  the  main  points  of  millenarianism,  contrasting  them 
with  the  opposite  system,  showing  that  they  are  deduced  from  the 
Scriptures  by  the  same  principles  of  interpretation  as  the  other  great 
doctrines  of  the  sacred  word  are,  that  they  form  a  consistent  and 
essential  part  of  that  great  scheme  of  administration  over  the  world 
which  all  evangelical  believers  admit  and  firmly  hold  is  revealed  in 
the  Bible,  and  that  they  are  in  harmony  with  the  great  features  of 
Ood's  sway  hitherto,  and  the  exhibitions  that  have  taken  place  under 
it,  of  the  heart  of  man ;  he  urges  that  we  are  bound  to  take  the 
teachings  of  the  Scriptures  on  the  subject,  interpreted  by  their  proper 
laws,  as  presenting  the  real  revelation  God  has  made  respecting  it ; 
not  by  a  false  method  of  interpretation  to  set  them  aside,  and  substi- 
tute a  different  doctrine  in  their  place. 

^*  We  have  no  right  to  conclude  or  imagine,  against  the  ordinary 
laws  of  language,  the  rules  of  logic,  the  analogies  of  history,  and 
the  general  course  and  tendency  of  events,  that  his  distinct  and 
literal  declarations  may  be  subjected  U>  a  mythical  interpretation  ;  or 
that  he  will  act  in  his  future  government,  contrarily  to  the  methods 
which  he  has  certainly  observed  in  the  past."  »  .  . 

"  On  the  contrary,  to  set  up  our  speculations  and  theories  of  a 
millennium  in  distinction  from  these  logical,  inductive,  and  historical 
conclusions,  or  in  opposition  to  them,  and  to  put,  accordingly,  an 
allegorical  and  mythical  interpretation  upon  the  holy  Scriptures,  as 
the  modem  churches  have  done,  for  the  last  hundred  and  fifty  years, 
and  are  now  doing,  in  accordance  with  the  merely  imaginative  and 
fictitious  philosophies  of  the  schools,  is  infinitely  dishonorable  to  the 
word  of  God,  and  dangerous  to  the  souls  of  men.  The  curious,  ro- 
mantic,  discordant,  and  mostly  unintelligible  literature,  which,  on  thia 
and  other  related  subjects  of  the  Bible,  has  now  spread  itself  from  the 
great  centres  of  theological  instruction  over  the  whole  Christian 
world,  and  has  nearly  superseded  the  primitive  and  reformed  theo- 
logy, and  has  controlled  the  social  and  political  movements  of  the 
nations,  producing  the  agitations,  destructions,  and  confusions 
which  now  exist,  is  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
is  the  most  remarkable  sign  of  the  predicted  apostasy  of  the  last 
times.  .  .  . 

^  Those  rationalistic  and  spiritualizing  principles  and  methods  of  in- 
terpretation which  would  practically  nullify  the  doctrine  of  the  miU 
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leoarians,  though  they  could  not  affect  its  Scriptural  reality,  would, 
if  consistently  carried  out,  and  applied  to  other  doctrines  of  the 
Bible,  as  professed  by  orthodox  Christians  in  general,  and  embodied 
in  their  standards  and  formulas  of  faith  from  the  beginning,  in  like 
manner  nullify  these  received  doctrines ;  reduce  the  whole  of  Serip* 
ture  to  a  myth  ;  the  churches  and  their  subsidiary  institutions  to  mere 
academies  and  schools  of  philosophy ;  the  preachers  to  masters  of 
dialectics,  disputers  of  science,  viewnary  reformere^  theatrical  declaim- 
ersj  or  political  agitators  ;  and  the  people  in  general  to  ignorance^ 
indifference^  frivolity^  infidelity^  licentiousneee,  and  anarchy.  This 
tendency  is  already  remarkable  to  a  considerable  extent  throughout 
the  Christian  world,  in  connexion  with  such  rationalistic  and  spiritual- 
izing principles  and  methods :  and  without  a  revival  of  the  millena- 
rian  faith,  and  of  the  primitive  doctrines  in  general,  by  a  return  to 
the  simple  verities  of  Scripture,  this  tendency  will  become  effect 
more  extensively,  and  consummate  the  predicted  apostasy  of  the  last 
days ;  and  that  such  results  are  inevitable,  because  the  governing 
principles  of  interpretation  of  any  age,  or  any  institution  of  learning 
or  religion,  must,  by  a  natural  law,  at  length  govern  their  methods 
of  ethical  and  iheolo^cal  reasoning,  and  the  creeds  and  articles  of 
belief  in  which  their  ethics  and  theology  are  embodied,  and  conse- 
quently their  whole  practical  life.  .  .  .  And  the  most  appalling  evi- 
dence of  this  growing  tendency  and  effect  is  the  prevailing  apathy 
and  unconcern  of  the  churdies  and  ministers  of  Christ,  in  respect  to 
his  second  coming  and  personal  reign  upon  the  earth  ;  and  the  cold 
reserve,  or  feverish  jealousy,  or  sneering  contemptuousness,  or  proud 
disdain,  or  peevish  fretfulness,  or  sideway  thrusts,  or  flat  hostility  of 
most  or  many  persons,  both  within  and  without  the  visible  church 
<^  Christ,  and  on  the  part  of  the  secular  and  religious  press  in  gene- 
ral, to  which  those  honest  and  faithful  men  are  now  subjected,  who 
testify,  in  their  sincerity,  to  this  and  other  related  facts  and  verities 
of  the  Word  X>{  God." 

We  rejoice  that  so  clear  and  emphatic  a  statement  of  the  doctrines 
of  millenarianism,  and  the  grounds  on  which  they  rest,  has  been  pre- 
sented by  Dr.  Lord  to  the  Congregational  ministers  of  New  Hamp. 
shire.  Misleading  as  the  influence  is  of  false  notions,  deep  as  prejudices 
are,  there  are  some  among  them,  we  hope  there  are  many,  who  will 
read  it  with  attention,  and  be  led  by  it  to  a  juster  estimate  of  the 
claims  of  the  subject  to  their  careful  study.  It  is  such  a  presentation 
of  the  theme  as  is  eminently  needed.  The  attacks  by  antimillena- 
rians  on  the  doctrines  of  millenarians,  and  the  principles  of  interpreta- 
tion by  which  they  deduce  them  from  the  Scriptures,  in  the  Quarter- 
lies and  other  publications  during  the  last  five  or  six  years,  have 
issued  very  unfortunately  for  the  cause  of  tbeir  authors.    Instead  of 
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oonfuting  millenarianism,  thej  have  only  confuted  and  confounded 
themselvoB  by  showing  that  they  were  involved  in  the  most  deplo- 
rable misapprehension  both  of  the  system  which  they  attacked  and 
that  which  they  maintained ;  and  were  wholly  unacquainted  with 
the  principles  of  interpretation  by  which  the  question,  what  the  real 
teachings  are  of  the  Scriptures  on  the  subject,  is  to  be  determined. 
The  result  was  that  great  numbers  of  their  own  party  lost  faith  in  a 
great  measure  in  their  method  of  treating  the  Scriptures  that  for^ 
show  the  great  purposes  of  God  respecting  the  future  government  of 
the  world,  and  become  satisfied  that,  as  a  preliminary  to  all  other 
questions,  the  validity  of  the  laws  of  symbols  and  figures  that  have 
been  advanced  in  the  Journal,  needs  to  be  thoroughly  tried  and 
determined,  and  that  the  issue  is  to  depend  on  their  verification  or 
overthrow ;  that  if  they  are  sustained,  antimillenarianism  falls,  and 
for  ever ;  and  that  even  apart  from  the  question  of  their  truth,  it  is 
convicted  of  such  enormous  errors  and  self-contradictions  as  to  render 
its  advocacy,  without  the  most  important  modifications,  utterly  hope- 
less. The  controversy  is  consequently  suspended  for  the  present,  and 
attention  is  turned  to  the  laws  of  interpretation,  and  the  results  to 
which  they  lead.  What  is  now  chiefly  needed,  accordingly,  is  a 
plain,  full,  and  bold  statement  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Scriptures,  as  it 
is  understood  by  millenarians,  respecting  Christ's  coming  and  reign ; 
an  exhibition  of  the  principles  of  symbolization  and  figurative  lan- 
guage, by  which  that  doctrine  is  shown  to  be  the  real  and  indubita- 
ble teaching  of  the  sacred  word ;  and  a  clear  and  convincing  statement 
of  the  false  principles  on  which  andmillenarians  build  their  con- 
structions of  the  prophecies,  and  demonstration  of  the  error  of  their 
speculative  scheme.  Every  upright  and  energetic  effort  made  in  this 
direction,  is  likelj,  we  believe,  to  prove  effective  in  a  higher  measure 
than  at  any  former  period.  The  number  of  readers  is  far  greater. 
They  are  much  less  under  the  sway  of  sinister  prepossessions  and  party 
prejudices.  They  have  far  less  faith  in  the  confident  and  violent 
opponents  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ's  reign  on  the  earth ;  they  have  less 
confidence  in  their  own  inherited  belief;  and  they  are  far  more  sensible 
of  the  importance  of  the  question,  and  desirous  of  a  just  understanding 
of  it  There  are  not  a  few  antimillenarians,  we  have  reason  to  believe, 
from  whose  lips  prayer  daily  ascends  to  God  for  guidance  to  a  true 
knowledge  of  the  purposes  he  has  revealed  respecting  the  redemption 
of  the  world,  and  who  are  struggling  to  escape  from  the  labyrinth  of 
error  and  darkness  in  which  the  false  teachings  under  which  they 
were  reared,  have  involved  them,  into  the  light  of  unclouded  day.  Let 
millenarians  then  avail  themselves  of  this  juncture  to  proclaim  the  faith 
which  they  hold,  and  the  laws  of  language  and  symbols  by  which  its 
truth  is  demonstrated.    No  summons  to  a  great  duty  was  ever  more 
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ni>geDt  To  shun  it,  to  shut  their  lips  in  silence,  to  stand  dumb 
spectators  of  the  strife,  and  leave  those  whom  Gbd  has  placed  within 
their  influence  to  go  on  in  error  and  delusion  instead  of  acting  the 
part  of  witnesses,  were  to  desert  the  cause  of  Christ  and  join  the 
ranks  ^f  his  enemies.  Let  each  one,  then,  in  the  sphere  in  which 
providence  has  placed  him,  testify  to  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and 
trust  in  him  to  give  it  efficacy  by  his  Spirit  He  will  own  the  faith- 
ful labors  of  his  disciples,  and  connect  with  them,  not  improbably,  as 
he  has  in  other  crises  of  the  church,  trains  of  consequences  far  tran- 
scending in  greatness  and  joyfulness  their  largest  anticipations,  their 
most  ardent  hopes. 


2.  Odd-Fbllowbhip,  examined  in  the  Light  of  Scripture  and  Reason, 
by  Joseph  P.  Cooper,  Pastor  of  the  Second  Associate  Presbyterian 
Church,  Philadelphia.    Philadelphia :    William  S.  Young.    1853. 

These  lectures,  which  were  originally  delivered  by  Dr.  Cooper  to 
his  congregation,  are  designed  to  dissuade  his  hearers  and  readeie 
from  connecting  themselves  with  the  societies  whose  object  and  cha- 
racter he  delineates,  on  the  ground  that  they  are  neither  Christian 
nor  charitable  associations,  but  antagonistic  to  the  church,  unrefined, 
deceptive,  and  exerting  a  pernicious  influence  on  those  who  place 
themselves  under  their  sway.  He  derives  his  information  chiefly 
from  their  own  volumes,  presents  the  grounds  for  his  representations 
with  candor,  and  urges  his  objections  with  the  fairness  and  fidelity 
that  become  a  Christian  minister. 


3.  Lectures  on  Romanism.  Being  Illustrations  and  Refutations  of 
the  Errors  of  Romanism  and  Tractarianism.  By  the  Rev.  John 
Cnmming,  D.D.,  Minister  of  the  Scottish  National  Church,  Crown 
Court,  Covent  Garden,  London.  Boston  :  J.  P.  Jewett  &  Co. 
Cleveland,  Ohio  :  Jewett,  Proctor,  &  Worthington.     1864. 

Db.  Cummino  is  rendering  an  important  service  to  the  Protestants 
of  Great  Britain  and  this  country,  by  the  efibrts  he  is  making  to 
rouse  them  to  a  sense  of  the  danger  with  which  they  are  threatened  by 
the  attempts  of  the  Catholic  church  to  spread  its  false  doctrines,  and 
recover  its  lost  power  to  enforce  its  dogmas  on  the  nations.  Until 
recently,  the  subject  had  lost  its  interest  with  the  public  generally  ; 
the  belief  prevailed  that  the  Papacy  was  smitten  with  helpless  decre- 
pitude, and  would  sink  into  extinction ;  and  the  true  character  of 
its  doctrines,  and  the  schemes  with  which  its  priests  are  busied,  be- 
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came,  in  a  great  measure,  unknown  even  to  the  intelligent  and  cul- 
tivated. The  recent  attempts,  however,  of  the  Papists  to  recover 
their  former  sway  in  Great  Britain,  the  aim  which  thej  everywhere 
reveal  of  grasping  absolute  dominion  over  men,  and  the  disposition 
they  have  exhibited  to  persecute  dissentients,  wherever  they  have 
had  the  power,  have  shown  that  their  principles  and  their  purposes 
are  as  hostile  to  the  political  and  religious  freedom  of  the  nations, 
as  in  any  former  age,  and  indicated  the  necessity  of  a  renewed  atten- 
tion by  the  Protestants  to  their  doctrines  and  their  policy.  Dr.  Gum- 
ming is  excellently  fitted  for  this  task,  by  his  highly  popular  talent 
as  a  preacher,  his  ample  learning,  and  the  fairness,  good  temper, 
and  superiority  to  prejudice  and  party  feeling,  for  which  he  is  distin- 
guished ;  and  his  labors,  already  exerting  a  wide  influence,  may  not 
improbably  prove  of  hr  higher  moment  than  is  now  generally  ima- 
^ned,  in  preparing  the  people  of  God  in  Great  Britain  for  the 
struggle  in  which  they  are  ere  long  to  be  involved  with  Rome  as  a 
domineering  and  persecuting  power. 

This  volume,  of  upwards  of  seven  hundred  pages,  and  consisting 
chiefly  of  lectures,  treats  of  the  main  principles  and  doctrines  of  the 
Papacy ;  such  as  the  arrogation  by  the  Pope  of  absolute  authority 
over  Christianity  itself  and  the  church ;  the  sworn  allegiance  to  him 
of  all  Catholic  ecclesiastics,  and  engagement  to  persecute  and  exter- 
minate al]  dissentients  from  her  communion ;  and  the  Catholic  doc- 
trine of  tradition,  apostolical  succession,  purgatory,  invocation  of 
saints,  transubstantiation,  and  the  mass.  These  and  the  other  leading 
features  of  that  great  mystery  of  iniquity.  Dr.  Curaming  has  depicted 
with  a  bold  and  graphic  hand.  The  monster  is  beheld  by  the 
reader  in  its  living  colors,  and  hideous  as  its  hues  are,  with  the  con- 
viction that  they  proceeded  from  the  pencil  of  truth.  And  the  dis- 
cussion, sprightly  and  vivacious  throughout,  and  often  rising  to  elo- 
quence, is  graced  frequently  with  sparkling  figures,  glittering  shafts  of 
wit,  and  brilliant  flashes  of  fancy,  and  adorned  with  lofty  thoughts 
and  generous  and  noble  sentiments.  We  wish  the  volume  may  be 
read  not  merely  for  the  pleasure  it  may  afford,  but  more  for  the 
information,  greatly  needed,  which  it  gives  of  that  malignant  power 
that  is  marshalling  its  forces  for  a  bloody  war  on  the  followers  of 
the  Lamb. 

4.  Religious  Maxims,  having  a  connexion  with  the  Doctrines  and 
Practice  of  Holiness.  By  T.  C.  Upham,  DJ).  Second  edition, 
with  additions.    Philadelphia:  William  S.  Martien.     1854. 

Thbsb  Maxims,  instead  of  brief  sentences,  or  terse  rules  of  conduct, 
are  statements  of  truth,  counsels,  expressions  of  sentiment,  delinea- 
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tioDs  of  religious  affections,  and  recommendations  of  a  holy  life,  and 
are  higblj  pleasing.  They  are  employed  chiefly  in  ddSning  and 
nr^ng  the  duty  of  faith  in  God,  submiteion  to  his  providential  ap- 
pointments, humility,  gentleness,  forgiveness,  prayer,  watchfulness, 
love,  and  the  study  of  the  sacred  word,  and  are  suited  to  yield 
instruction  and  pl^ure  to  readers  of  all  classes.  Religion  is 
exhibited  in  them  as  a  great  and  sublime  reality,  that  has  its  seat  in 
the  heart,  and  its  principal  reference  to  Gknl ;  not,  as  many  seem  to 
imagine,  a  mere  matter  of  speculation,  or  having  its  chief  sphere  in 
external  actions. 


5.  Christ's  Asobksiok.  Its  Truth  and  its  Worth.  A  Sermon 
preached  at  St  John's  Church,  Cincinnati,  May  28,  1854.  By 
the  Rev.  Wm.  R.  Nicholson,  Rector. 

This  discourse  presents  an  earnest  statement  of  the  great  doctrine 
of  the  Scriptures  of  Christ's  ascension  to  the  right  hand  of  the 
Majesty  on  high ;  his  exercise,  there,  of  the  government  of  the 
universe  during  the  present  dispensation  over  this  world,  under  which 
his  enemies  are  allowed  to  wage  war  against  him  and  his  people ; 
and  his  speedy  return  and  assumption  of  the  sceptre  of  the  esxihy 
and  the  conversion  of  the  nations  that  is  to  follow,  and  continuance 
of  the  work  of  redemption  throughout  his  everlasting  reign. 


6.  Thk  Twins  ;  or,  Conversations  on  the  Importance  of  the  Office  of 
Ruling  Elder.    Philadelphia :  W.  S.  Martien.     1854. 

Thb  dialogue  on  the  importance,  authority,  and  duties  of  the 
eldership,  which  occupies  the  chief  part  of  this  littie  work,  and 
presents  a  very  full  view  of  that  subject,  though  specially  designed  for 
members  of  the  church,  is  interwoven  with  a  domestic  story,  which 
relieves  and  enlivens  the  discussion,  and  adapts  it  to  interest  other 
classes  of  readers. 


7.  Stmboug  Profheot.  Remarks  on  an  Exposition  of  the  Apo- 
calypse, by  D.  N.  Lord.  No.  II.  By  an  Inquirer.  Boston: 
Gould  is  Lincoln.     1854. 

The  object  of  this  pamphlet,  under  the  same  title  as  one  noticed  in 
the  last  number  of  the  Journal,  is  to  show  the  importance  of  the 
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laws  of  Bjmbolization,  by  the  results  to  which  they  lead  in  the 
interpretation  of  the  Apocalypse.  The  writer  selects  ^for  the  pur- 
pose, the  symbols  of  the  sixth  vial,  which,  construed  by  those  laws, 
present  a  wholly  different  revelation  from  that  which  is  ordinarily 
ascribed  to  them.  The  interpretation  given  of  them  in  the  Exposi- 
tion and  Journal  is  quoted  at  some  length;  and  the  indications 
pointed  out  that  the  prediction  is  receiving  its  fulfilment,  in  a  mea- 
sure, in  the  present  alienation  of  the  people  of  France,  Spain,  Italy, 
and  Germany,  from  the  national  hierarchies,  especially  of  the 
Catholic  church. 


8.  A  DsFBNOB  OF  THE  EcLiPSE  OF  Faith,  by  Its  author,  being  a 
rejoinder  to  Professor  Newman's  Reply;  also,  a  Reply  to  the 
Eclipse  of  Faith,  by  Francis  W.  Newman,  together  with  a  chapter 
on  the  Moral  Perfection  of  Jesus,  reprinted  from  the  Phases  of 
Faith.  Boston :  Crosby,  Nichols,  k  Co.  New  York :  Evans  & 
Dickerson.     1854. 

Mr.  Newman's  reply  to  the  Eclipse  of  Faith,  which  occupies  the 
first  pages  of  this  volume,  is  entitled  to  the  elaborate  answer  it  has 
here  received,  not  on  the  ground  of  any  merits,  but  solely  because 
of  its  enormous  obliquities.  It  is  marked  by  a  meanness  of  artifice, 
a  boldness  of  misrepresentation,  and  an  effrontery  of  abuse  that 
exemplify.  Very  strikingly,  the  debasement  to  which  they  often  sink, 
who  apostatize  from  the  Christian  faith,  and  are  led  by  their  pride, 
ambition  of  conspicuity,  and  resentment  at  the  confutation  of  their 
errors,  to  assail  with  a  wanton  malice  the  truths  they  once  received, 
and  endeavor  to  overwhelm  them  with  accusations  and  ridicule. 
None  but  a  mind  extremely  blunted  in  its  moral  sensibilities,  cor- 
roded by  evil  passions,  and  eager  to  display  its  recklessness,  could 
have  given  birUi  to  such  an  assault  on  Christ's  character,  as  Mr. 
Newman  entitles  "  The  Moral  Perfection  of  Jesus."  The  response 
he  has  received,  though  studiously  forbearing,  is  amply  thorough  and 
caustic,  and  must  give  large  occupation  to  his  **  susceptibility  of 
shame,"  if  any  trace  of  that  sensibility  subsists  in  his  nature.  A  more 
overwhelming  exposure  of  mean  subterfuges,  daring  mis-statements, 
and  impudent  traduction,  is  not  often  seen.  The  impossibility  of 
escaping  the  difficulties  Mr.  Newman  makes  the  ground  of  his 
rejection  of  revelation,  by  retreating  to  deism,  which  acknowledges 
God's  permission  or  ordering  by  his  providence  over  the  world,  of 
events  of  the  same  class  as  those  objected  to  in  the  Scriptures,  is 
set  forth  in  a  very  demonstrative  light;  and  the  duty  enforced  of 
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distrnsiiDg  man,  whom  we  know  to  be  ignorant  and  weak,  instead 
of  doubting  and  impeaching  God,  who  is  infinite  in  intelligence,  in 
power,  and  in  goodness. 


9.  Thb  British  Periodicals  ;  Republished  by  L.  Scott  &  Co. 

The  Quarterlies  for  July  and  August,  though  without  any  articles 
of  special  brilKance,  present  a  great  array,  and  on  themes  of  interest, 
that  are  marked  by  learning  and  ability.  Those  on  the  Eastern 
war  furnish  much  useful  information  respecting  the  political,  so- 
dal,  and  religious  condition  of  the  nations  occupying  the  territory 
around  the  Black  Sea,  and  immediately  embroiled  in  the  conflict ; 
and  indicate  the  feeling  that  the  Western  states  cannot  safely  close 
the  contest  with  Russia,  until  she  is  deprived  of  the  power  of 
encroaching  on  the  Turkish  empire;  and  that  ere  that  result  is 
reached,  a  long  and  violent  struggle  will  probably  prove  necessary. 
The  articles  on  the  condition  of  the  laboring  classes  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, emigration,  and  the  state  of  the  colonies  in  South  Africa  and 
Australia,  are  highly  instructive.  The  London  Quarterly,  under  the 
head  of  Christianity  in  Melanesia  and  New  Zealand,  presents  a  very 
interesting  view  of  the  missions  in  those  regions.  The  literary 
articles  are  of  but  slight  value.  The  attempt,  in  the  North  British 
— following  in  the  steps  of  the  Westminster  and  Blackwood — to 
attract  attention  to  Arnold's  poems,  and  convert  him,  by  advice,  into 
a  writer  of  taste,  indicates  that  poetry  has  fallen  to  a  very  low  con- 
dition in  Great  Britain. 


10.  The  Old  and  the  New  ;  or  the  Changes  of  Thirty  Tears  in 
the  East,  with  some  allusions  to  Oriental  Customs  as  elucidating 

•  Scripture.  By  William  Goodell,  Missionary  in  Constantinople, 
with  an  Introduction  by  W.  Adams,  D.D.  New  York :  M.  W. 
Dodd,  1868. 

Tms  volume  presents  a  vivid  picture  of  the  manners  and  religion  of 
the  people  of  the  East,  the  difficulties  with  which  the  missionaries 
have  had  to  contend,  and  the  successes  with  which  their  labors  have 
been  crowned.  The  delineation  it  presents  of  the  extinction  in  the 
minds  both  of  the  teachers  and  the  taught  of  that  region,  of  the 
very  conception  of  spiritual  religion,  and  conversion  of  piety  into  a 
mere  system  of  rites  and  ceremonies,  is  very  striking,  and  exempli- 
fies the  great  doctrine  of  the  Scriptures,  that  it  is  through  the  truth, 
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and  the  truth  only,  that  the  Spirit  saDotifies  men.  He  does  not 
dwell  with  those  who  reject  or  neglect  the  great  realides  of  the 
work  of  redemption.  He  does  not  associate  his  renewing  and  sanc- 
tifying influences  with  gross  errors,  and  the  commandments  of  men ; 
and  give  them  to  occupy  the  place  as  instruments,  which  belongs 
only  to  his  word.  Instead,  he  leaves  them  to  work  out  their  natural 
results,  and  show  by  their  issues  the  contrast  which  they  form  to 
the  righteousness  and  wisdom  of  his  truth. 

The  way  appears  to  be  open,  by  the  toleration  now  granted  by  the 
Turkish  government,  for  a  rapid  spread  of  ihe  gospel  in  the  East ; 
and  there  is  reason  to  expect  that  a  crowd  of  true  disciples  will  be 
raised  up  to  utter  their  witness  for  the  truth  in  the  great  conflict 
with  the  antichristian  powers  which  is  approaching. 


11.  Thb  Ohabaoteribtigs  akd   Laws  of  Fiouratiyb  Lanouioe. 
By  D.  N.  Lord.    New  York :  Franklin  Knight    1854.    Pp.  306. 

It  is  known  to  many  readers  of  the  Journal  that  we  have  been 
designing  to  publish  a  volume  on  this  subject  for  Bible  classes, 
schools,  and  collies.  It  is  to  be  issued  during  the  month.  The 
following  passage  firom  the  Preface  indicates  its  object  and  charac- 
ter:— 

^  The  several  figures  are  here  minutely  analysed ;  the  particulars 
in  which  they  differ  from  each  other  pointed  out;  the  principles 
stated  on  which  they  are  employed;  the  rules  given  by  which 
their  meaning  is  determined;  and  their  characteristics  and  laws 
verified  by  a  large  variety  of  examples  from  the  sacred  writings  and 
the  poets. 

"  The  subject  will  be  found,  by  those  who  thoroughly  study  it,  to 
be  one  of  the  finest  in  the  whole  circle  of  knowledge,  both  for  the 
development  and  discipline  of  the  intellect,  and  the  evolution  and 
refinement  of  the  taste.  The  application  of  the  characteristics  and 
laws  to  the  identification  and  interpretation  of  the  figures  of  the 
sacred  word,  though  after  practice  involving  little  difliculty,  requires 
close  and  discriminative  attention ;  and  the  perception  of  the  analogies 
on  which  they  are  founded,  and  the  delicate,  graces  with  which  they 
are  fraught,  is  eminently  adapted  to  unfold  and  quicken  the  sensi- 
bility to  what  is  beautiful  and  grand,  and  imbue  the  taste  with 
delicacy  and  elegance." 
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Art.  I.— Dr.  Hickok's  Kational  Psychology. 

I  BY  THE  EDITOR. 

Psychology,  in  its  comprehensive  sense,  treats  of  the 
powers  and  operations  of  the  mind,  including  the  emotional 
and  voluntary,  as  well  as  the  perceptive.  Eational  Psycho- 
logy treats  only  of  its  perceptive  powers  and  operations,  to 
the  exclusion  mainly  of  the  emotional  and  voluntary ;  and 
its  object  is  to  determine  what  the  diflFerent  classes  are  of  our 
perceptions  and  thoughts ;  what  the  faculties  are  in  w^ch 
those  classes  have  their  origin ;  what  the  laws  are  of  those 
faculties,  or  of  the  perceptions  and  thoughts  that  originate  in 
them ;  and  by  d  priori  or  ascertained  criteria,  give  to  our 
knowledge  the  rank  of  a  demonstrated  science. 

This  mode  of  treating  the  subject  was.  first  introduced  by 
Kant,  about  seventy  years  ago.  His  aim  was  to  raise  this 
branch  of  metaphysics  out  of  the  sphere  of  mere  experience 
and  induction,  into  that  of  demonstration,  by  ascertained 
fects  and  principles  as  certain  and  universal  in  respect  to 
the  mind,  as  the  axioms  and  definitions  of  geometry  are  to 
that  branch  of  knowledge ;  a^d  he  thought  by  that  meJEins 
to  put  an  end — if  his  professions  are  to  be  received  as 
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ingenuous — alike  to  materialism  and  idealism,  atheism  and 
scepticism.  For  that  purpose,  he  maintained  that  space  and 
time  have  no  exterior  reality,  but  are  mere  forms  of  thought, 
or  conditions  of  certain  phenomena  of  consciousness.  He 
consequently  held  that  the  objects  which  appear  in  the 
senses — as  those  of  sight,  touch,  taste — ^have  no  exterior  and 
independent  existence,  but  are  merely  subjective,  or  mental ; 
and  that  it  is  owing  altogether  to  the  nature  of  the  mind 
that  they  exist,  and  are  what  they  are ;  not  to  the  objective 
existence  and  action  on  the  mind,  through  the  organs  of 
sense,  of  substances  answering  in  any  relation  to  our  sense- 
perceptions.  That  some  exterior  thing  acts  on  the  organs, 
by  contact  or  otherwise,  and  is  the  occasion  or  condition  of 
the  impression  on  the  senses,  he  indeed  admitted ;  but  main- 
tained that  its  nature  and  mode  of  agency  are  wholly  un- 
known, and  that  it  is  owing,  not  at  all  to  that  invisible  un- 
known cause,  but  exclusively  to  the  mind  itself,  that  the 
phenomena  of  the  senses,  or  our  sense-perceptions  excited  by 
that  agent,  are  what  they  are.  He  accordingly  denied  that 
there  are  any  perceptions  of  exterior  objects  by  the  senses, 
and  held  that  there  are  but  two  perceptive  faculties, — ^first, 
that  which  gives  form  to  the  seeming  objects  of  the  senses, 
and  the  thoughts  that  respect  them — which  he  denominated 
the  Understanding, — that  which  stands  under  them,  and 
gives  them  their  seeming  reality  and  shape ;  which  deals, 
therefore,  only  with  the  sensuous,  which  is  circumscribed 
within  the  limits  of  space  and  time ;  and  next,  the  Beason, 
which  originates  ideas  that  relate  to  immaterial  existences, 
such  as  the  soul  and  God,  and  therefore  has  its  sphere  out  of 
the  senses,  and  is  called  supersensuous. 

As  it  is  characteristic  of  all  sense-perceptions  and  thoughts 
respecting  them,  as  their  objects  are  conceived  by  us,  tiiat 
they  are  within  the  sphere  of  space  and  time,  he  used 
that  feature  as  a  criterion  of  them ;  and  aimed  to  demon- 
strate thereby,  on  the  one  hand,  that  no  perception  or 
thought,  having  its  origin  from  the  understanding,  and 
dealing  thence  with  seeming  material  substances,  could  rise 
out  of  that  realm  into  the  supersensuous,  and  have  the  soul 
or  God  for  its  object :  and  on  the  other,  that  no  idea  of  the 
supersensuous,  such  as  God  or  the  soul,  could  have  its  origin 
in  the  understanding,  but  must  be  the  product  exclusively 
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of  the  reason.  By  this  means  he,  on  the  one  side,  coilsidered 
himself  as  able  to  confute  the  scepticism  of  Hume,  who  drew 
his  doubt  of  the  divine  existence  from  the  sphere  of  the 
senses  and  understanding.  Holding,  as  he  did,  that  there 
are  but  two  sources  of  perceptions  and  ideas,  the  senses  and 
the  understanding,  or  mind  reflecting  on  the  impressions 
made  on  the  senses,  and  acting  in  respect  to  them,  he  main- 
tained firom  the  iact  that  the  impressions  on  the  senses  *do 
not  give  a  specific  idea  of  cause,  and  from  his  theory  that 
the  mind  in  its  subsequent  acts  respecting  the  perceptions  by 
sense,  cannot  pass  out  of  their  sphere,  that  it  has  no  knowledge 
whatever  of  a  real,  efficient  cause,  but  only  of  the  relation 
in  time,  or  the  antecedence  and  consequence,  of  seeming 
causes  to  their  effects;  and  thence  he  denied  the  validity  of 
the  argument  from  the  material  and  intellectual  world  as 
effects,  to  God  as  their  cause.  But  this,  Kant  disproved,  as 
he  held,  by  showing  that  the  argument  is  wholly  irrelevant, 
Qtxi  being  supersensuous,  and  wholly,  therefore,  out  of  the 
sphere  from  which  Hume  drew  his  conclusion.  The  Divine 
Spirit  being  immaterial,  the  £act  that  he  does  not  appear  per- 
ceptibly to  the  senses,  as  a  material  substance,  is  no  prooi 
that  he  does  not  exist.  He,  on  the  other  side,  confuted  also 
by  the  same  method,  he  flattered  himself,  atheism  and  mate- 
riiEdism,  using  the  term  to  denote  the  objects,  or  seeming  ob- 
jects of  the  sense-perceptions.  The  ideas  of  God  and  the  soul 
being  above  the  sphere  of  the  understanding,  which  deals 
only  with  things  in  the  realms  of  space  and  time,  they  demon- 
strate, he  held,  that  there  is  a  species  of  knowledge  that  is 
above  those  realms,  and  therefore  purely  supersensuous  and 
ideal.  And  finally,  he  drew  from  the  sphere  of  the  under- 
standing a  similar  proof  against  universal  idealism. 

In  denying,  however,  the  reality  of  space,  and  the  objects 
of  our  sense-perceptions,  and  making  the  mind  itself  the 
sole  cause  of  the  existence  and  nature  of  all  its  phenomena, 
he  laid  the  foundation,  on  the  one  hand,  for  the  subversion 
of  the  very  truths  which  he  aimed  to  establish,  and  on  the 
other,  for  the  establishment  of  the  idealism  and  scepticism 
which  he  proposed  to  overthrow.  For  if  all  the  objects  of 
our  sense-perceptions  are  merely  subjective,  or  exist  only  in 
us,  and  as  phenomena  of  the  mind,  and  there  is  nothing  ex- 
terior to  us  that  answers  to  them, — ^then,  first,  they  plainly 
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are  merely  ideal  or  conceptional  existences :  and  next,  as 
there  is  then  no  external  universe,  and  no  fellow  creatures, 
there  are  no  exterior  media  of  a  knowledge  of  God,  and 
no  means  therefore  of  knowing  that  he  exists,  except  by  a 
direct  intuition,  which  we  are  conscious  does  not  lie  within 
the  sphere  of  our  nature.  His  theory  of  space,  time,  and 
the  objects  of  sense-perception  accordingly  led  Fichte  to 
demonstrate  that,  on  that  basis,  there  is  no  eridence  of  any- 
thing exterior  to  the  mind,  that  is  the  occasion  of  the  impres- 
sions on  the  organs  of  sense,  but  that  all  supposed  and  seem- 
ing substances  without,  are  purely  subjective ;  and  that  the 
material  universe,  therefore,  and  all  its  inhabitants,  are  alto- 
gether ideal.  It  prompted  Schelling,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
the  pantheistic  theory  of  the  identity  of  object  and  subject; 
or  that  God  the  Absolute  is  the  only  being,  and  that  mate- 
rial forms  and  finite  intelligences  are  but  the  forms  in  which 
he  unfolds  and  reveals  himself  And  finally,  it  led  Hegel 
to  the  other  phase  of  modern  pantheism,  that  the  object  per- 
ceived, the  perceiver,  and  the  perception,  are  identically  the 
same ;  or  that  there  is  neither  any  real  material  nor  spiritual 
existence ;  but  that  thought  and  the  act  of  thinking  are  iden- 
tical, and  constitute  the  only  existence.  Scepticism  and 
atheism,  in  more  absolute  and  impious  forms  than  the  world 
had  ever  before  seen,  were  thus  the  results  of  E^t's  system, 
and  have  spread  over  nearly  the  whole  of  continental  Eu- 
rope, and  gained  a  wide  prevalence  in  Great  Britain  and 
this  country.  Instead  of  disarming  the  enemies  of  religion, 
he  put  instruments  into  their  hands  that  have  proved  vastly 
more  efficacious  against  the  truth  than  any  that  had  before 
been  wielded  for  its  overthrow. 

It  is  highly  desirable,  therefore,  that  a  true  rational  Psy- 
chology should  be  constructed,  that,  by  excluding  the  erro- 
neous assumptions  on  which  Kant  proceeded,  shall  preclude 
the  idealism  and  atheism  to  which  his  directly  led,  and  the 
pantheism  in  which  it  at  length  terminated.  Whoever  shall 
elaborate  such  a  system,  and  bring  it,  in  intelligibleness  and 
simplicity,  within  the  sphere  eVen  of  the  educated,  will  ren- 
der a  very  important  service  to  the  cause  of  learning  and 
religion. 

It  is  this  which  Dr.  Hickok  has  professedly  attempted  to 
accomplish  in  his  work.    He  rejects  the  atheistic  systems  of 
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Hegel  and  Schelling,  the  idealism  of  Fichte,  and  seemingly 
some  of  the  false  assumptions  of  Kant  in  respect  to  space,  time, 
and  the  objective  world ;  and  admitting  apparently,  in  words 
at  least,  the  reality  of  space,  and  the  objects  of  our  sense-percep- 
tions— aims  to  build  a  system  of  Psychology  that,  on  the  one 
hand,  recognises  and  demonstrates  the  truth,  and  on  the  other, 
rejects  and  overturns  the  errors  of  the  popular  German  Psy- 
chologists.   We  propose  to  state  the  method  of  his  procedure, 
and  consider  to  what  extent  his  system  is  suited,  to  answer 
the  end  for  which  he  designs  it.-  "While  he  follows  mainly 
in  the  track  of  Kant,  derives  from  him  his  principles,  his 
points,  his  arguments,  and  many  of  his  illustrations,  he  seems 
nevertheless  to  have  elaborated  them  very  thoroughly.    By 
seemingly  rejecting  Kant's  fidse  notions  of  the  non-reality  of 
space  and  the  objects  of  our  sense-perceptions,  he  would 
enable  himself,  if  he  adhered  to  that  rejection,  to  escape  the 
fatal  tendencies  with  which  Kant^s  system  is  fraught.    He  dis- 
plays strong  powers  of  discrimination  and  argument,  and  with 
the  exception  of  the  parts  of  his  volume  in  which  he  em- 
ploys a  German  vocabulary,  uses  a  clear  and  manly  style. 
The  obscurity,  however,  which  reigns  through  many  of  his 
pages  is  not  owing  altogether  either  to  the  intricacy  of  the 
subject,  or  to  his  employing  Kant's  technical  terms,  for  which 
in  the  main  English  names  and  phrases  might  have  been  more 
advantageously  used,  but  to  the  neglect  of  a  sufficiently  clear 
statement  of  the  object  at  which  he  aims.    But  the  book  is 
made  to  be  studied,  not  simply  to  be  read ;  the  difficulties  of 
the  style  may  be  overcome  by  a  careful  notice  of  the  defini- 
tions that  are  given  of  the  most  important  terms,  and  by 
translating  them  into  equivalent  English ;  and  when  that 
obstacle  is  removed,  and  the  principles  of  the  system  are 
gained,  the  volume  will  be  found  worthy  of  a  thorough 
study.    That  those  of  our  readers  who  are  not  femiliar  with 
Kant,  may  see  in  what  a  cloud  of  unusual  and  obscure  words 
he  wraps  up  his  meaning,  we  present  the  following  passage, 
which  is  far  from  being  one  of  his  most  hieroglyphic  and 
uninterpretable : 

^  The  highest  principle  of  the  poBsibility  of  all  intuition,  in  relation 
to  sensibility,  was,  according  to  the  transcendental  aesthetic,  that  all 
the  diversity  thereof  stands  under  the  formal  conditions  of  space  and 
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time.  The  highest  principle  of  the  same,  in  reference  to  the  under* 
standing,  is,  that  all  diversity  of  the  intuition  stands  under  the  original 
synthetical  unity  of  the  apperception.  Under  the  first  case  stand 
all  the  diverse  representations  of  the  intuitions,  so  far  as  they  are 
given  to  us ;  under  the  second,  so  far  as  they  must  be  able  to  be  con- 
joined in  a  consciousness ;  for  without  this,  nothing  can  thereby  be 
thought  or  known,  because  the  given  representations  have  not  in  com- 
mon the  act  of  apperception,  *  I  think,'  and  would  not  thereby  be 
joined  in  a  consciousness. 

"The  understanding^  to  speak  generally,  is  the  faculty  of  cognitions. 
These  consist  in  the  determined  relationship  of  given  representations 
to  an  object.  But  an  object  is  that  in  the  conception  whereof  the  di- 
versity of  a  given  intuition  is  united.  But  all  union  of  representa- 
tions requires  unity  of  consciousness  in  the  synthesis  of  them.  Con- 
sequently unity  of  consciousness  is  that  alone  which  constitutes 
the  relationship  of  representations  to  an  object ;  consequently  their 
objective  validity ;  consequentiy  that  they  become  cognitions,  and  upon 
which,  therefore,  even  reposes  the  possibility  of  the  understanding. 

"  The  first  pure  cognition  of  the  understanding,  therefore,  whereon 
its  entire  remaining  use  is  founded,  which,  at  the  same  time,  is  quite 
independent  of  all  conditions  of  sensible  intuition,  is  then  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  original  synthetical  imity  of  the  apperception.  Thus  the 
simple  form  of  the  external  sensible  intuition,  space,  is  yet  not  at  all 
cognition.  It  only  furnishes  the  diversity  of  the  intuition  d  priori 
for  a  possible  cognition.  But  in  order  to  know  something  in  space, 
as  for  example,  a  line,  I  must  draw  it,  and  consequentiy  effect  a  de- 
termined conjunction  of  the  given  diversity  synthetically,  so  that  the 
unity  of  this  action  is  at  the  same  time  the  unity  of  consciousness 
(in  the  conception  of  a  line),  and  thereby  first  of  all  an  object  (a  de- 
termined space)  is  known.  The  synthetical  unity  of  consciousness 
is  therefore  an  objective  condition  of  all  cognitions,  not  of  that  whidr 
I  merely  require  to  know  an  object,  but  to  which  every  intuition 
must  be  subjected,  in  order  to  become  an  object  as  to  roe ;  because 
otherwise,  and  without  this  synthesis,  the  diversity  would  not  be 
united  in  a  consciousness. 

^This  last  proposition  is,  as  it  was  stated,  itself  analytical,  although 
in  fact  it  makes  synthetical  unity  into  the  condition  of  all  thinking ; 
for  it  states  nothing  further  but  that  all  my  representations  must  stand 
in  some  given  intuition  under  the  condition  under  which  alone  I  can 
refer  my  representations  to  the  identical  sel^  and  consequentiy  can 
connect  them  synthetically  in  one  apperception,  by  means  of  the 
general  expression,  *I  think.'" — Critick  of  Pure  Beaeon^  pp. 
103-106. 
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Few  persons,  on  reading  this  passage,  would  discern  that 
that  which  it  describes  has  its  parallel  mainly  in  the  following 
simple  case.  A  person  fixes  his  eyes  on  a  column  of  arithmeti- 
cal figures.  Hissense-perception  of  them,  according  to  Kant,  is 
nothing  but  a  sight  of  them  as  forms,  having  color,  and  exist- 
ing in  space.  That  sight  of  them  is  an  intuition.  The  series 
of  separate  figures,  or  forms,  is  the  diversity  of  the  intuition. 
The  contemplation  of  the  figures  as  signs  of  numbers  is 
equivalent  to  the  act  of  the  understanding  in  discerning  the 
peculiarity  of  each  element  of  the  diversity  in  an  ordinary 
intuition  of  an  object,  in  which  extension,  figure,  color,  and 
other  qualities  are  united:  The  act  of  the  intellect,  in  adding 
the  figures  of  the  column  together,  is  the  synthetical  union 
of  the  diversity  of  the  intuition.  The  sum  formed  by  this 
addition  is  the  object  constituted  by  the  union  of  that  diversi- 
ty. The  apprehension  of  that  sum  is  the  cognition  or 
knowledge  of  the  object ;  and  the  conjoining  of  the  diversity 
of  the  figures  in  a  consciousness,  is  the  person's  consciousness 
that  he  actually  adds  the  figures  together  in  the  sum  which 
their  union  forms.  It  is  not  enough  to  secure  that  conscious- 
ness, that  he  is  conscious  that  he  adds  the  first  five  figures 
into  a  single  sum,  say  forty;  and  then  dropping  that,  is 
conscious  again  that  he  adds  the  next  five  into  another  sum, 
say  twenty-five ;  and  then  dropping  that,  is  conscious  again 
that  he  adds  the  remaining  figures  into  a  third  sum,  say  fif- 
teen ;  as  in  that  case  he  would  form  three  objects  of  cognition 
instead  of  one.  But  he  must  add  all  the  figures  of  the 
column  into  a  single  sum,  and  be  conscious  that  he  makes  that 
union  of  them,  and  that  the  sum  which  results  is  the  sum 
which  they  form  as  a  totality,  in  order  that  he  may  have  that 
unity  of  consciousness  which  is  requisite  to  constitute  "  an 
object "  of  cognition. 

So  the  intellect,  in  ideally  constructing  an  object^  as  an 
oak-leaf— that  is,  forming  it  in  conception — must  form  it  in 
space,  and  by  uniting  together  in  the  relations  in  which  they 
naturally  stand  with  each  other  in  a  real  oak-leaf,  all  the 
different  elements  that  belong  to  it  as  it  appears  to  the  senses, 
such  as  extension,  figure,  color ;  and  must  be  conscious  that 
he  unites  them  all  in  the  self-same  object.  That  which  is 
thus  formed,  is  '*the  object  of  cognition." 

Many  of  Dr.  Hickok's  pages-— owing  partly  to  the  novelty 
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of  the  terms,  the  unusual  sense  in  which  they  are  used,  the 
remoteness  of  the  processes  described  from  the  ordinary 
sphere  of  our  thoughts,  and  the  misconception  of  his  object 
into  which  the  reader  is  thereby  betrayed — are  equally 
obscure. 

Kant  held,  at  least  in  effect,  that  there  are  but  two  faculties 
of  intelligence — the  Understanding  and  Reason,  and  but  two 
con^ponding  species  of  perception  ;  and  therefore  but  two 
species  of  objects  perceived.  Dr.  Hickok  holds  that  there 
are  three  faculties  of  intelligence,  and  three  corresponding 
species  of  perception.    He  says : 

^  The  iDtellect  is  inclusive  of  the  entire  capacity  for  knowing,  and 
is  the  source  of  all  cognitions  attainable  through  the  functions  of 
whatever  faculty.  The  cognitions  differ  not  numerically  merely,  but 
also  in  kind,  as  they  are  the  products  of  the  intellect  through  differ- 
ent faculties.  These  different  faculties  are,  Thb  Sensb,  The  Under- 
STANDING,  and  The  Reason.  .  .  .  These  three  faculties  include  all  the 
powers  of  human  intelligence,  and  fill  our  entire  capacity  for  intellec- 
tual action ;  nor  may  we  attain  the  conceptions  of  any  other  form  of 
intellectual  agency  for  any  being.  So  far  as  human  conception  can 
reach  we  have  exhausted  the  entire  subject  of  psychological  investigation 
in  reference  to  all  possible  forms  of  knowledge,  when  we  have  attained 
the  functions,  and  their  law  of  operation  respectively,  of  the  Sense, 
the  Understanding,  and  the  Reason."— Pp.  107,  108. 

His  object  accordingly  is,  to  ascertain  the  functions  and 
law  of  these  faculties,  and  thereby  determine  their  several 
spheres,  and  his  method  is,  to  attain  the  subjective  idea  of 
each  faculty,  the  objective  law  of  its  operation,  and  their 
correlation  to  each  other. 

^  To  know,  in  all  cases,  implies  both  the  knowing  and  the  hwwn^ 
and  thus  both  a  subjective  and  objective.  The  subjective  part  is  the 
knowing ;  and  so  far  as  subjective  only,  it  involves  the  intellectual 
agency  and  the  product  of  this  agency,  as  the  completed  conception 
or  thought  .  •  .  The  objective  part  is  the  known  ;  and  so  far  as  ob- 
jective only,  it  involves  the  content  or  matter  as  essence,  and  the  mode 
as  form.  ...  All  knowledge  thus  involves  a  subjective  thought,  and  a 
correlative  objective  form.  If  now,  with  Plato,  we  call  the  subjective 
thought  Ideciy  and  with  Bacon  call  the  objective  form  LaWy  we  shall 
then  say,  that  in  all  knowledge  the  subjective  idea  and  the  objectiv* 
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law  must  stand  to  each  other  in  correlation.  The  criterion  of  all 
knowledge,  and  which,  when  applied,  makes  the  result  to  be  scienoey 
is  therefore  this :  the  determined  [ascertained]  accordance  of  the  sub- 
jective Idea  and  the  objective  Zaw." — Pp.  98,  99. 

That  the  object  at  which  lie  thus  mainly  aims,  is  to 
determine  the  functions  of  the  several  faculties  of  intelli- 
gence, and  raise  our  knowledge  of  them  to  the  rank  4>f  a 
science,  and  that  it  is  to  that  end  solely  that  he  proceeds  to 
ascertain  the  subjective  idea  and  objective  law  of  each  facul- 
ty, is  not  stated  by  him  with  sufficient  clearness.  Kant,  by 
assuming  that  the  objects  of  sense  and  the  understand- 
ing exist  only  in  the  mind ;  that  they  are  conditioned  by 
space  and  time,  and  that  all  their  phenomena  fall  within  the 
categories  of  quantity,  quality,  relation,  and  modality ;  con- 
sidered himself  as  determining  the  exact  nature  of  all  their 
functions,  reducing  the  knowledge  we  gain  through  them  to 
a  science,  and  cutting  off  the  ascription  to  them  of  any  other 
objects  or  acts  of  intelligence.  And  there  the  use  termi- 
nated of  the  cL  priori  method  he  pursued.  It  had  no  still 
ulterior  object  He,  however,  regarded  himself  as  having 
demonstrated,  by  his  determination  of  the  functions  of  the 
sense  and  understanding,  that  there  are  no  materials  in  them 
of  a  knowledge,  either  of  the  existence  of  such  an  external 
world  as  our  senses  present  to  us,  or  of  God. 

Dr.  Hickok  conducts  his  investigation,  especially  of  the 
sense,  seemingly  as  though  the  d  priori  conditions  of  its 
phenomena  were  determined — not  for  the  purpose  simply  of 
ascertaining  the  exact  nature  and  limits  of  its  functions,  and 
reducing  them  to  a  science — but  for  the  establishment  of 
some  ulterior  fact,  or  truth.  He  represents  the  d  priori 
positions  which  he  establishes  as  filling  the  same  office  in 
the  explanation  of  the  functions  of  the  mind,  as  gravitation 
does  in  explaining  the  phenomena  of  the  system  of  material 
worlds ;  whereas,  instead  of  being  a  force  or  forces  like 
gravitation,  to  which  the  phenomena  owe  their  existence,  they 
are  tl^e  mere  characteristics  of  the  phenomena  themselves. 
Let  the  reader  bear  it  in  mind  then,  that  the  object  of  deter- 
mining by  an  i priori  process  what  the  conditions  of  the  pheno- 
mena of  the  perceptive  fBtculties  of  the  mind  are,  is  simply  to 
ascertidn  the  objects  and  nature  of  their  functions)  and  thero- 
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by  preclude  the  ascription  to  them  of  any  other  objects  or 
operations  than  those  that  belong  to  their  sphere. 

He  begins  accordingly  with  "  the  faculty  of  the  sense," 
and  aims  first  to  ascertain  the  subjective  idea  of  a  perception 
by  it,  and  its  objective  law.  The  reader,  to  understand  him, 
should  notice  the  following  definitions  of  his  terma 

*^^the  Sense,  I  include  our  whole  faculty  for  bringing  any  ob- 
ject within  the  distinct  light  of  consciousness,  and  making  it  there 
immediately  to  appear,  and  such  cognitions,  as  appearance  in  con- 
sciousness, constitute  knowledge  in  the  sense.  The  intellectual  agency, 
which  takes  up  these  appearances  in  consciousness,  as  distinct  objects 
of  knowledge,  I  term  apprehension.  When  the  apprehension  is  that 
of  appearance  having  position  and  figure  in  space,  it  la  of  the  external 
sense  ;  when  the  apprehension  is  that  of  appearance  determinative  of 
the  inner  state  and  agency  of  the  mind  itself  and  thus  that  the 
states  and  acts  of  the  mind  become  its  own  objects  in  consciousness, 
it  is  of  the  internal  sense.  The  completed  process  in  the  functions  of 
the  sense  is  perception,  viz.  the  taking  of  the  appearance  as  object  given 
in  consciousness  through  some  medium.  The  appearance  as  object  per- 
ceived, is  called  phenomenon.  The  states  and  acts  of  the  mind,  appre- 
hended in  the  internal  sense,  as  truly  as  the  objects  apprehended  in  the 
external  sense,  and  which  have  position  and  shape  in  space,  are  pheno- 
mena ;  since  they  all  cq)pear  in  consciousness,  and  are  thus  perceived. 
We  as  truly  perceive  a  thought  or  emotion  as  we  do  a  color  or  a  sound. 
The  phenomenon  has  its  matter  and  it&  form.  The  matter  is  the 
content  which  is  given  from  somewhere  in  the  sensibility ;  and  the 
form  is  that  modification  of  the  matter  which  permits  that  it  may  be 
classified,  or  ordered  in  particular  relationships  with  other  phenomena, 
^*  The  capacity  for  receiving  the  content,  as  matter  for  a  phenomenon, 
is  sensibility.  The  affection  induced  by  the  reception  of  the  content  in 
the  sensibility,  is  sensation.  In  this  we  include  the  affection  particularly 
which  precedes  perception,  and  is  conditional  for  it  The  eye  or  the  ear, 
as  organ  of  sensibility,  may  be  affected  by  a  content  from  somewhere 
^ven,  as  by  the  rays  of  light,  or  the  undulations  of  the  air ;  and  this 
impression  or  affection  is  it  precisely  which  we  mean  by  sensation, 
and  which  is  the  condition  for  the  intellectual  apprehension  and  per- 
oeption.  There  is  also  an  affection  of  the  inner  state  which  may 
succeed  the  perception,  and  for  which  the  perception  is  conditionid. 
The  perceived  landscape,  or  music,  d^c,  may  affect  the  inner  state 
agreeably  or  otherwise,  and  such  affection,  if  called  a  sensation,  should 
be  distinguished  from  the  result  of  an  organic  affection.  We  might 
eall  the  organic  sensibility  the  sensorium^  and  the  sensibility  of  the 
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iDDer  state,  the  sensory  ;  and  the  products,  or  affectiona,  in  the  finti 
9en»ations  ;  and  those  in  the  last  emoiums. 

^  The  Realty  for  giving  form  to  the  matter  in  the  sensation  is  the 
imayifiation.  It  is  the  faculty  which  conjoins  and  defines — the  conr 
strucdng  fiicolty-r-and  is  a  peculiar  intellectual  process. 

'^An  object  which  is  void  of  all  content  in  sensation,  and  has  only 
its  limits  constructed  in  space  or  time,  is  termed  jn«re;  while  sudi 
object  as  has  a  content  in  the  sense,  is  termed  empirieaL  Tliut  any 
mathematical  diagram  is  pure  object ;  and  any  color,  or  weight,  or 
sound,  is  empirical  object.  Intuition  is  an  immediate  beholding,  and 
is  pure  intuition  when  the  beholding  is  in  reference  to  a  pure  object, 
and  empirical  intuition  when  the  beholding  is  in  reference  to  an 
empirical  object 

''A  judgment  is  a  determined  relationship  between  two  or  more 
cognitions  or  conceptions.  Thus,  in  a  line,  I  perceive  a  strdl^htness 
or  a  curvature ;  and  I  affirm  as  determined  of  the  cognition  of  the  line, 
and  that  of  straightness  or  of  curvature,  a  relation  between  them  as 
of  subject  and  predicate,  in  the  judgment  the  line  is  straight  or  the 
Hne  is  curved.  ...  In  the  formation  of  judgments,  the  intellectual 
process  ia  in  two  ways,  each  giving  its  own  specific  kind  of  judgments, 
and  which  from  the  process  is  termed  an  analyticul  judgment^  or  a 
synthetical  judgment.  An  analytical  judgment  takes  the  cognition,  or 
conception,  as  in  the  consciousness,  and  by  an  analysis  of  it  attains  oUier 
cognitions  or  conceptions,  which  are  determined  in  their  relationship 
to  the  first,  and  predicated  of  it.  Thus  of  the  line,  I  need  only  an 
analysis  of  it,  and  I  shall  find  as  already  in  it,  extension,  divisibility, 
Ac,  and  may  affirm  the  relationship  in  an  analytical  judgment — ^the 
line  is  extended,  is  divisible,  dsc. 

<^A  synthetical  judgment  attains,  in  some  way,  an  entirely  new  cog- 
nition, and  adds  this  in  its  determined  relationship  to  the  ^ven  one, 
and  thus  truly  extends  the  cognition  over  more  than  its  original 
ground.  Thus  the  cognition  of  color  as  phenomenon  may  not  only 
be  analysed,  and  affirmed  that  it  has  position,  divisibility,  <fec.,  but  that 
which  no  analysis  could  get  out  from  it,  a  further  experience  may  get 
and  add  to  it,  viz.  that  it  may  be  changed  in  intensity,  in  position,  in 
figure ;  may  be  in  motion,  may  be  blended  with  other  colors,  may 
vanish  away,  &c  Here,  beyond  what  is  given  in  the  simple 
cognition  of  the  phenomenon,  and  thus  beyond  what  any  analysis  of 
the  color  can  give,  by  various  experiments  we  have  new  phenomena 
in  a  determined  relationship  to  the  original  color,  and  we  affirm  in 
the  synthetical  judgment — the  color  is  changed,  ib  moved,  is  blended. 
Now,  the  process  in  this  case  explains  at  once  the  manner  of  attaining 
the  new  cc^^tion,  and  determining  its  relationship  to  the  old^,and 
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tbe  o(»rreotn6eB  of  the  judgment  depends  upon  the  validity  of  ihk 
experience.  The  original  perception  of  the  color,  and  the  Bubeequent 
perception  of  its  change,  or  motion,  d^c^  both  rest  upon  the  same 
basis  in  experience ;  and  it  is  as  valid  to  affirm  that  the  color  changes 
or  moves  from  the  subsequent  experience,  as  that  the  color  itself  is 
from  the  original  experience.  The  knowledge  is  yerified  in  con- 
sciousness. 

**  But  here  suppose  the  scepticism  to  arise,  that  the  appearance  in 
the  consdouenese  may  be  delusive  ;  and  suppose  the  argument  to  be 
urged,  that  as  the  matter  given  to  the  sensibility  is  not  the  form 
which  is  apprehended  in  the  intellect,  therefore  by  a  conclusion  on 
one  side,  there  can  be  only  a  mere  intellectual  form ;  or  by  a  con- 
clusion on  the  other  side,  there  can  only  be  the  material  content ;  or 
from  this  alleged  contradiction  between  consciousness  and  the  deduc- 
tions of  reason,  we  can  only  doubt  whether  either  the  matter  or  the 
form  exists;  we  must  at  once  see,  that  the  ground  on  which  we  had 
made  our  synthetical  judgments  has  fallen  away,  and  our  experience 
itself  is  to  be  verified,  if  we  would  annihilate  this  threefold  scepticism. 
We  are  not  yet  competent  to  affirm  anything  about  our  phenomenon 
of  col6r,  and  its  changes,  motions,  and  blendings,  until  we  have 
examined  experience  itself  and  become  competent  to  determine  its 
validity  in  its  conditionary  laws. 

"  The  validity  of  our  experience  is,  in  this,  made  to  rest  upon  the 
judgment — that  the  definite  phenomenon  intellectually  apprehended  in 
the  consciousness,  is  identical  with  the  material  content  received  in 
the  sensibility  ;  or,  in  fewer  words,  that  the  intellect  apprehends  what 
the  sensibility  has  received^  and  unless  the  validity  of  such  a  judgment 
can  be  demonstrated,  the  scepticism  may  remain.  To  leave  this  to 
assumption,  is  to  betray  the  whole  science  of  perception.  But  such 
a  judgment  is  wholly  synthetical.  By  no  analysis  of  the  apprehen- 
sion can  we  attain  the  sensation,  and  by  no  analysis  of  the  sensation 
can  we  attain  the  apprehension.  Neither  is  given  in  the  other,  and 
no  analysis  of  either  or  both  can  conclude  in  such  a  judgment  As 
a  synthetical  judgment  also,  it  is  quite  beyond  all  experience  to  deter- 
mine the  relationship  of  these  two  conceptions — that  of  the  appre- 
hended phenomenal  form,  and  that  of  the  received  material  content ; 
inasmuch  as  they  are  conditional  for  perception,  and  cannot  therefore 
be  given  in  perception.  We  are  therefore  forced  to  attain  some  tran- 
scendental position,  if  we  would  attempt  to  determine  in  a  judgment, 
what  relation  the  form  in  the  intellectual  apprehension  has  to  the 
material  cx>ntent  in  the  sensibility.  And  both  in  the  faculty  of  the 
understanding,  atod  of  the  reason,  as  well  as  here  in  the  faculty  of  the 
sense,  we  shall  find  our  whole  difficulty  to  lie  in  synthetical  judgments, 
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▼is.  the  determination  of  the  relationship  of  the  two  conceptionSi 
one  of  which  is  predicate  of  the  other  in  the  judgment  The  onlj 
relief  poasihle  is  some  d  priori  position,  from  which  may  he  carried 
forward  a  transcendental  demonstration. 

^*Aad  priori  cognition  may  he  discriminated  firom  all  others  in 
this,  that  it  is  not  a  dependent  nor  a  consequent,  not  a  product  nor  a 
remnant ;  hut  possesses  in  itself  necessity  and  universality.  It  mtut 
90  be,  and  this  everywhere  and  ever  more." — ^Pp.  111-118. 

The  object  which  he  thus  proposes  is,  first  to  ascertain  by 
an  d  priori  investigation,  what  the  exact  functions  of  the 
sense  are,  and  determine  their  limits.  This  he  represents  as 
to  involve  a  demonstration  of  the  validity  of  our  experience, 
which  he  explains  to  be  '*  a  verification  of  the  judgment — that 
the  definite  phenomenon  intellectually  apprehended  in  the 
consciousness,  is  identical  with  the  material  content  received 
in  the  sensibility — or  that  the  intellect  apprehends  what  the 
sensibility  has  received.''  And  finally,  the  result  of  his  deter- 
mination of  the  functions  of  the  sense  he  states  is  to  be, 
that  he  shall  be  able  to  confute  the  materialist,  the  idealist, 
and  the  sceptic 

The  first  universal  and  necessary  characteristic  of  sense- 
perception  which  he  presents  is,  that  the  object  perceived 
exists  in  space.    This  he  does  in  the  following  manner : 

**  Whatever  object  we  may  apprehend  in  an  experience, — a  house, 
tree,  mountain — ^it  is  for  the  sense ;  and  as  phenomenal,  an  assem- 
blage of  single  qualities  only.  We  now  take  any  such  objectr— a 
house— *and  proceed  to  make  abstraction  of  the  several  phenomena 
which  any  organs  of  sense  have  given  in  the  perception.  Color  has 
appeared,  and  we  now  exclude  it ;  smoothness  or  roughness,  hard  or 
soft,  weight  or  resistance,  as  they  have  been  given  we  now  take  away ; 
and  so  also  of  sounds,  odors,  tastes,  or  any  qualities  of  any  possible 
function  of  the  sense  we  now  remove ;  and  thus  make  a  complete  ab- 
straction of  all  content  which  the  entire  sensibility  may  have  received. 
We  shall  still  have  the  void  place,  which  had  been  occupied  by  the 
qualities  now  abstracted.  This  remains  for  the  intellect  alone, . .  but 
for  the  intellect  it  remains  immovable  and  indestructible.  It  remains 
in  defiance  of  all  further  attempts  to  a  more  complete  abstraction  in 
that  place.  It  is  the  real/orf?»  of  that  object,  from  which  the  matter 
has  now  been  utterly  taken  away.  While  this  real  form  is  no  longer 
cognition  in  experience,  the  intellect  truly  possesses  it,  and  clearly  cog- 
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nises  that  it  was  conditional  for  the  phenomena  as  object,  and  that 
mthout  it,  the  matter  could  not  have  had  place  and  figure,  and  that 
the  place  was  jfrior  to  the  matter  which  appeared  in  it,  and  is  now 
when  the  matter  is  gone." — Pp.  124,  125. 

In  thus  representing,  however,  that  in  abstracting  from  an 
object  of  sense-perception  all  the  qualities  that  are  perceived, 
the  object  itself  is  completely  abstracted,  and  a  void  space 
left,  he  assumes  that  there  is  no  real  perception  through  the 
senses  of  external  objects  as  substances,  in  which  the  quali- 
ties discerned  inhere;  and  thence  that  all  that  the  intellect 
takes  cognisance  of  in  a  sense-perception,  is  phenomenon  that 
is  within  the  percipient  himself  But  in  this  he  takes  for 
granted  the  very  point  which  he  proposes  to  try,  viz.  What 
are  the  limits  within  which  the  functions  of  the  senses  are 
confined  ?  and  what  is  the  nature  of  those  functions  ?  Do  the 
senses  merely  furnish  phenomena  that  are  wholly  within  the 
percipient  himself;  or  are  they  the  media  of  a  direct  and 
absolute  perception  of  external  objects  which  cause  those 
phenomena  ?  In  deciding,  without  inquiry,  that  they  only 
furnish  phenomena  that  are  within  the  percipient,  and  in- 
volve no  perception  of  the  exterior  causes  which  occasion 
those  phenomena,  he  places  himself  on  the  ground  of  Kant, 
and  notwithstanding  his  seeming  admissions  to  the  con- 
trary, prepares  the  way  for  a  mere  idealism.  If  the  mind 
actually  perceives  external  objects  through  the  senses,  as  real 
existences  without  itself,  that  have  extension,  figure,  solidity, 
weight,  motion,  and  other  qualities,  which  it  discerns  through 
the  several  senses,  then  simply  to  abstract  those  qualities  is 
not  to  abstract  the  external  existence  itself:  the  ground  of 
the  qualities  must  also  be  abstracted,  in  order  to  con- 
stitute an  ideal  void  space.  By  abstracting  the  mere  quali- 
ties, however,  he  regards  himself  as  showing  that  space  is 
necessarily  and  universally  a  condition  of  the  phenomena  of 
a  sense-perception.  "  It  is  wholly,"  he  says,  "  a  transcen- 
dental cognition,  and  yet  far  more  valid,  and  sure  in  its  own 
light  to  the  intuition,  than  any  perception  of  phenomenon  in 
the  sense  can  be.  Here,  then,  upon  a  valid  cognition  of  pure 
apace  in  the  primitive  intuition,  we  may  safely  take  up  one 
of  our  transcendental  positions." — ^P.  126. 

He  next  proceeds  to  obtain  by  a  similar  process  a  cogni- 
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tion  of  time,  as  a  necessary  condition  for  the  internal  phe- 
nomena of  perception. 

*^  We  will  take  any  of  these  inner  phenomena,  as  thej  come  and 
depart  ia  the  changes  of  our  internal  state — say,  a  train  of  thought 
as  passing  in  the  mind.  As  one  arises  and  departs,  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  another,  the  apprehension  of  them  must  be  successiye,  and 
thus  together  they  form  a  series.  I(  then,  we  abstract  the  phenome- 
nal, as  the  states  and  exercises  of  the  intellect  in  thinking,  and  there- 
by utterly  exclude  the  thoughts  in  the  train,  there  will  remain  the 
succession  in  the  instants  in  which  they  passed,  and  which  must  be 
a  void  period^  that  had  been  occupied  by  the  passing  thoughts  now 
abstracted.  This  abides  for  the  intellect  alone,  and  resists  all  efforts 
that  it  should  be  taken  away.  There  is  nolhing  phenomenal  remain- 
ing in  it,  and  yet  it  remains  incapable  of  annihilation.  It  is  a  real 
form  for  the  content  of  the  thought  which  once  filled  it,  but  which 
has  now  been  taken  quite  out  of  it,  and  left  it  indestructible.  We 
have  now  attained  it  in  the  chronological  order,  after  the  possession 
of  the  phenomenon,  but  yet  it  is  manifest  that  it  was  eonditional  for 
the  phenomenon,  and  was  prior  to  it,  for  without  it  there  could  haye 
been  no  succession  in  which  the  series  of  the  thoughts  could  have 
transpired."— Pp.  126, 127. 

By  this  method,  he  shows  that  time  is  also  a  necessary  and 
universal  condition  of  the  phenomena  of  sense,  and  thence 
concludes,  that  space  and  time  are  to  be  taken  as  transcen- 
dental positions,  that  are  given  in  d  priori  cognitions,  and  are 
necessary  to  the  possibility  of  "all  the  real  forms  in  which 
the  intellect  can  order  any  appearance  in  the  sense.'' 

He  proceeds,  thirdly,  to  show  that  in  every  form  con- 
structed by  the  intellect  in  space  and  time, — by  a  process 
which  it  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  detail, — there  first 
is  unity,  or  it  is  formed  by  the  union  of  what  was  before 
disconnected ;  next,  that  there  is  also  a  plurality,  inasmuch 
as  it  is  formed  by  the  union  of  parts ;  and  thirdly,  that  there 
is  a  totality,  or  a  whole  with  deter  Ained  limits,  in  contradis- 
tinction &om  a  plurality  that  is  not  cut  off  by  completion 
from  what  is  not  included  in  it  And  these  he  presents  as 
three  other  i  priori  elements,  of  every  conceivable  form  in 
space  and  time,  and  they  answer  to  Slant's  category  of 
quantity. 

He  proceeds,  fourthly,  by  a  process  of  distinction  or  dis- 
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crimination,  to  determine  certain  other  necessary  and  tiniyer< 
sal  elements  of  all  sensation ;  and  shows,  that  in  every  sen- 
sation ''  there  is  something  opposed  to  nothing  which  ap- 
pears;" that  '4n  this  distinction  of  appearance  from  non-ap- 
pearance in  the  consciousness,  is  first  attained  the  conception 
of  a  phenomenal  reality;  and  that  this  is  the  first  element  in 
the  operation  of  distinction,  yiz.  HedKtyJ'  But  as  the  sim- 
ple fi^t  that  it  is  a  reality  leaves  it  possible  that  it  may  be 
any  one  of  an  infinite  number,  in  order  to  a  perfect  discrimi- 
nation of  it,  it  must  be  determined  as  a  particular  individual 
reality,  in  distinction  from  all  others.  "  Particularity  is  thus 
a  second  element  of  distinction."  And  finally,  to  complete 
the  discrimination,  it  must  be  shown  what  it  is  that  distin- 
guishes it  from  all  others.  Peculiarity  is,  therefore,  a  third 
element  of  distinction. 

'*  The  operation  of  distinction  is  always  complete  in  this,  that  it 
finds  a  reality,  particularized  from  all  others,  and  peculiar  in  itsell^ 
and  thus  a  precise  appearance  is  given  in  the  consciousuess.  This 
opdhition  of  distinction  as  an  intellectual  work,  bringing  the  diverse 
sensation  into  a  precise  appearance  in  consciousness,  may  properly  be 
termed  observation.  The  completed  result,  as  precise  appearance  in 
consciousness,  is  quality.  All  sensation,  as  distinguished  in  a  com- 
plete observation,  becomes  quality,  and  may  be  of  different  hinds^ 
as  colors,  weights,  sounds;  and  also  of  different  varieties,  as  red, 
green,  yellow,  &c. ;  and  also  differ  as  inner  appearance,  as  thought, 
feeling,  volition. 

<*  We  have  thus  attained  the  elements  of  all  possible  distinction  on 
the  objective  side,  and  can  affirm  that  universally,  and  from  necessity, 
all  possible  distinguishable  quality  must  possess  reality,  particularity, 
and  peculiarity.  The  operation  of  distinction  in  all  possible  sensa* 
tion,  must  find  these  d  priori  elements,  so  many,  and  no  more.^ 
Pp.  189-191. 

The  meaning  of  these  points  expressed  in  plain  terms,  is,  that 
all  that  can  be  affirmed  o^ny  object  of  a  mere  sense-^rcep- 
tion  is  within  the  sphere  of  quantity  and  quality  of  pheno^ 
mena  ;  and  the  design  of  proving  this,  is  simply — ^by  showing 
that  those  two  classes  of  properties  or  predicates  are  all  that 
are  comprised  within  the  fimctions  of  sense,  to  exclude  from 
the  sphere  of  the  senses  the  perception  of  external  e^tenoee. 
In  this,  also,  he  proceeds  on  the  ground  of  Kant,  that  the 
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intellect  has  no  knowledge  thiongh  tiie  senses  of  external 
objects. 

Such  are  the  several  nniyersal  and  necessary  elements^ 
according  to  him^  of  the  functions  of  the  senses.  They  are 
conditioned  by  space  and  time,  and  all  that  belongs  to  them 
is  comprised  within  the  categories  of  quantity  and  quality 
of  plienomena.  The  question  now  is,  whether  this  is  a  com- 
plete view  of  the  functions  of  sense ;  and  these  are  the  true 
limits  of  the  knowledge  which  we  gain  through  it.  And 
this  is  a  &r  more  comprehensive  question  than  he  represents 
it  in  the  following  passage : — 

**  Perception  we  now  know  to  be  the  taking  of  objects  through  the 
mediiun  of  sensation;  and  the  process  by  which  they  are  taken  we 
know  to  be  an  intellectual  operation,  distinguishing  the  matter  in  its 
peculiar  quality,  aiid  constructing  its  form  in  a  definite  measure,  as  so 
much  of  space,  so  much  of  time,  or  so  much^  in  amount  This 
knowledge  of  what  perc^tion  is,  enal^es  us  to  determine  what  objecU 
perception  can  attain,  and  thus  to  make  an  accurate  circumsoriptioii 
of  the  whole  field  of  knowledge,  which  can  come  within  the  pofises^ 
sion  of  the  faculty  of  the  sense.  ....  This  is  all  that  the  faculty  of 
the  sense  can  accomplish  in  attaining  objects,  viz.  distinguishing  and 
conjoining  into  the  forms  of  time  and  amount,  the  inner  exercises ; 
and  distinguishing  and  conjoining  into  the  forms  oi  space,  time,  and 
amount,  the  outer  qualities  \  and  thereby  giving  to  the  consciousness 
distinct  and  definite  inner  and  outer  phenomewi.  Such  constructed 
appearances  in  consciousness,  are  all  the  objects  which  the  functions 
of  the  intellect  in  the  sense  are  competent  to  reach,  and  which  must, 
therefore,  consist  of  the  phenomenal  alone, 

"  It  is  not  important  that  we  here  have  regard,  for  our  present  de- 
sign, to  anything  but  the  phenomena  themselyes,  as  given  in  percep- 
tion,  since  the  sole  end  now  in  view  is  the  demonstration  of-  their 
valid  being.  These  phenomena  are  inclusive  of  all  the  appearance 
given  in  consciousness,  .  .  i.e.  the  affections  of  our  inner  state  by  our 
intellectual  exercises,  and  of  our  organic  sensibility  by  the  content 
from  somewhere  given  within  it  These  are  thoughts,  feelings,  voli- 
tions, dEc,  as  the  phenomena  of  the  internal  sense ;  and  colors,  sounds, 
odors,  ^bc,  as  the  phenomena  of  the  external  sense.  The  condiUons 
of  all  perception,  carried  out  according  to  the  necessary  and  univer- 
sal law,  which  must  be  embodied  in  the  actual  process,  give  su^ 
ditikict  emd  definite  appearances  in  &e  consdousness,  and  which  we 
ttma  term  ph^iomena,  and  of  which,  as  both  inner  and  outer,  we  lunf 
to  mj^Mife,— Have  they  a  valid  being  f— Pp.  981-284. 
VOL.  VIL— NO.  IIL  24 
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^  With  this  full  in  mind  that  the  $ense  can  only  attain  phenomena 
in  their  oompleteness  as  distinguished  quality  and  conjoined  quantity, 
and  thus  an  appearance  in  consciousness  of  both  matter  and  form ; 
and  this  only  for  the  percipient  subject  alone,  in  whose  perception  of 
phenomena  none  others  can  come  in  communion,  but  must  each  have 
their  perceptions  exclusively  for  themselves : — we  have  the  point  to 
which  an  ontological  demonstration  must  be  conducted  directly  before 
us,  viz.  Is  the  phenomenon  as  appearance  in  my  consciousness  a 
valid  reality,  or  only  a  seeming  to  be  ?  May  I  demonstrate  that  the 
matter  and  form  have  each  an  actual,  and  not  merely  an  imaginary 
beingf'— P.  286. 

According  to  this,  therefore,  the  question  whether  the 
view  of  the  sense  he  has  given,  through  his  d  priori  investi- 
gation, is  a  complete  view  of  its  functions,  is  nothing  more 
than  the  question  whether  there  are  actually  such  pheno- 
mena, or  appearances  of  the  sense  in  consciousnessj  as  the 
intellect  apprehends  and  treats  as  real  in  its  distinctions  and 
judgments.  But  that  is  nothing  more  than  the  question 
whether  the  intellect  is  in  reality  the  subject  of  such  appre- 
hensions, thoughts,  and  feelings,  as  those  which  take  place  in 
its  consciousness  of  the  phenomena  of  sense.  Tha^  how- 
ever, is  not  the  point  at  all  on  which  the  question  turns, 
whether  the  view  he  gives  of  the  functions  of  the  sense  em- 
braces all  that  is  comprised  in  them.  That  the  phenomena 
of  the  sense  which  he  enumerates  are  real  phenomena  to  the 
intellect^  no  one  doubts.  It  is  not  their  reality  to  the  intellect 
which  the  idealist  or  the  sceptic  denies,  but  whether  they 
are  the  effects  of  the  action  on  the  senses  of  an  outer  world 
which  answers  to  them ;  and  whether  the  intellect  has,  in 
them,.a  real  perception  and  knowledge  of  that  outer  world. 
This  is  apparent  from  his  statement  in  the  following 
passage: — 

^  Though  we  do  not  at  all  attempt  here  to  determine  whence  the 
content  in  sensation  comeSy  nor  what  at  all  is  its  causality ^  inasmuch 
as  whatever  is  given  in  the  phenomenal,  in  the  clear  %ht  of  con- 
sciousness, must  be  firom  the  sensational  content  itself^  and  not  at  all 
revealing  that  causality  ;  yet  do  we  abundantly  demonstrate  an  ob- 
jectiveness  which  cannot  admit  that  it  should  be  known  as  only  and 
wholly  mental  And  this  is  both  all  that  is  possible  firom  the  data 
given  in  the  Rational  Psychol<^  of  perception,  and  all  that  is  needed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1855.]  Dr.  EichoKa  Rational  Psychology.  871 

for  meeting  the  Bcepticism  which,  in  any  fonn  of  idealism,  may  at- 
tack the  reality  of  the  phenomepal,  as  given  in  the  sense.  The 
determination  of  the  causality  for  sensation  must  await  a  further 
psychological  investigation  in  the  domain  of  the  understanding, 
whence  we  may  gain  data  for  this  further  ontological  demonstra- 
tion. 

*'  The  sense,  it  is  thus  clear,  may  reach  no  further  in  its  knowledge, 
than  to  that  which  is  put  within  its  own  field  ;  and  this  field  must 
ever  be  circumscribed  within  the  self-consciousness.^ — Pp.  307,  308. 

Bat  to  maintain  thus,  that  all  that  the  intellect  perceives 
in  the  sphere  of  the  sense,  exists  in  itself  and  in  the  sense,  to 
the  exclusion  of  everything  without,  is  to  maintain  that  it 
has  no  perception  of  external  objects  through  the  sense.  But 
if  it  has  no  perception  of  them  through  that  medium,  it  is 
quite  clear  that  it  has  no  perception  of  them  whatever 
through  any  media,  and  consequently  the  whole  function  of 
sense  and  of  the  intellect,  in  regard  to  its  phenomena,  is 
resolved  into  mere  idealism.  This  is  the  view,  accordingly, 
maintained  by  Kant,  from  whom  Dr.  Hickok  drew  the 
whole  of  his  d  priori  determination  of  the  functions  of  sense ; 
and  is  that  also  maintained  by  the  idealists  of  the  present 
day  who  follow  in  his  train.  They  hold  that  neither  the 
sense  nor  the  understanding,  which  they  indeed  treat  much 
as  though  it  included  the  sense,  furnishes  any  media  of 
a  knowledge  either  of  an  outer  world  such  as  appears  in  the 
senses,  or  of  any  supersensuous  existence ;  and  thence  that  if 
God  is  discerned  and  known,  it  must  be  by  an  immediate  in- 
tuition, or  beholding  without  means.  In  limiting  the  per- 
ception of  the  intellect,  therefore,  to  the  phenomena  of  the 
senses,  in  distinction  from  the  exterior  objects  by  which 
those  phenomena  are  caused,  he  has  omitted  the  most 
important  function  of  the  sense,  which  is  to  make  the 
external  existences  which  produce  those  phenomena,  the 
objects  of  direct  perception  to  the  intellect,  as  real  and  abso- 
lute, as  its  perception  is  of  the  phenomena  of  its  own  con- 
sciousness. 

1.  That  there  is  such  a  direct  perception  of  external  exist- 
ences by  the  intellect  through  the  phenomena  of  the  senses, 
is  clear  from  consciousness.  We  are  conscious,  for  example^ 
that  in  sight,  the  objects  which  we  see,  are  those  external 
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objects  from  which  the  light  is  radiated  or  reflected  into  the 
eye,  and  which  appear  to  be  seen  by  us.  That  consciousness 
18  as  immediate  and  distinct,  as  our  consciousness  is  that  the 
acts  of  perception,  emotion,  and  volition,  that  take  place 
within  us,  are  our  acts,  emotions,  and  volitions ;  or  that  the 
pain  which  we  feel  in  an  organ  of  the  body,  is  a  pain  within 
ourselves.  The  consciousness  of  sight  is  not  a  consciousness 
of  the  image  formed  on  the  retina,  of  the  object  seen,  which 
is  the  condition  of  the  sight  of  that  object ;  for  we  have  no 
consciousness  of  the  image  whatever.  It  is  not  an  object  of 
thought.  The  intellect  has  no  cognisance  of  it  To  those 
who  have  learned  that  it  is  painted  there,  the  recollection  of 
it  does  not  occur  in  one  out  of  many  millions  of  acts  of  sight ; 
and  not  one  in  a  hundred  thousand  ever  heard  or  suspected 
its  existence.  It  is  the  object  itself  then  from  which  the 
image  is  radiated  which  the  mind  is  conscious  it  sees. 

There  is  no  other  view  on  which  the  phenomena  of  sights 
and  our  consciousness  respecting  it,  are  explicable.  The 
idealist  seems  to  suppose,  that  if  we  really  beheld  such  ex- 
ternal objects  as  we  seem  to  see  in  sight,  our  consciousness  of 
seeing 'them  would  be  quite  different  from  that  which  we 
now  have.  That,  however,  is  wholly  gratuitous  and  absurd. 
Ko  one  can  describe  or  conceive  a  more  specific,  determinate, 
and  absolute  consciousness  of  the  real  sight  of  external  ob- 
jects, than  that  which  we  have  when  we  behold  them.  Let 
any  one  make  the  trial,  and  he  will  find  himself  baffled.  The 
jbeUng  is  as  immediate  and  positive,  as  the  feeling  is  of  the 
sabjectiveness  of  the  pain  tha^  takes  place  in  an  organ  when  it 
10  injured  by  an  exterior  object.  When  one  receives  a  pain- 
ful stroke  on  his  limb,  and  looks  at  it,  to  ascertain  its  state, 
is  he  not  as  certain  that  he  sees  it^  as  he  is  that  he  feels  the 
'  pain  in  it  ?  Is  he  not  as  conscious  that  the  sight  which  he  is 
experiencing,  is  the  sight  of  his  limb,  as  he  is  that  the  pain 
he  is  feeling,  is  the  pain  of  his  limb  7  And  is  not  his  know- 
ledge of  the  object  of  sight  as  a  perceived  existence,  of  pre* 
eisdy  the  same  kind  as  his  knowledge  is  of  any  of  the 
phenomena  of  his  intellect,  such  as  memory  or  imagination? 
Has  he  not  precisely  the  same  knowledge  in  kind  that  he 
iees  a  landscape,  which  he  beholds  with  the  eye,  as  he  has 
that  he  conceives  of  a  landscape,  which  he  fomoa  in  his 
ixnagination?    No  one  can  &il  to  see  that  such  is  the  &cti 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1855.]  Dr.  HHkoKa  Rational  Psychdtbgy.  878 

The  objects  and  acts  differ;  bat  the  consciousness  that  the 
act  of  sight  is  the,  sight  of  the  external  object  to  which  the 
eye  is  directed,  is  as  clear  and  indubitable  as  the  conscious- 
ness is  that  the  act  of  conception  is  the  conception  of  an  im* 
agit  ary  landscape. 

If  the  external  object,  which  is  the  apparent  cause  of  the 
perception,  were  not  the  object  perceived,  the  perception 
would  undoubtedly  be  wholly  diflferent  from  what  it  is.  That 
which  the  mind  is  conscious  of  perceiving,  is  unquestionably 
that  which  it  really  perceives.  But  in  sight,  it  certainly  Sb 
not  conscious  of  the  image  on  the  retina,  nor  of  the  impulse 
of  the  light  that  by  reflection  from  the  retina  forms  that 
image.  They  are  not  objects  of  thought  in  any  relation,  and 
most  are  unaware  that  any  such  effects  take  place  in  the 
eye.  As  then  indubitably  it  is  not  the  image,  nor  the  separate 
rays  of  light  that  form  it,  which  the  intellect  is  conscious  of 
perceiving,  it  must  be  the  object  from  which  those  rays  are 
radiated  or  reflected.  There  is  no  other  that  can  be  the  ob- 
ject of  its  perception.  So  also  in  touch ;  that  which  the 
mind  is  conscious  of  perceiving,  is  not  the  compression  of  the 
organ  of  touch,  as  the  ends  of  the  fingers.  It  knows  nothing 
of  the  exact  change  that  is  produced  by  the  resistance  of  the 
body  felt,  in  the  relative  position  of  the  particles  of  the 
skin,  the  flesh,  the  blood-vessels,  and  the  nerves.  It  is  totally 
ignorant  what  those  particles  are  in  nature,  number,  and 
relation,  anterior  to  the  pressure ;  and  totally  ignorant  what 
the  alteration  in  their  absolute  or  relative  position  is,  that  is 
the  condition  and  medium  of  the  sensation  occasioned  by  the 
resistance  of  the  body  felt.  All  which  it  is  conscious  of  per- 
ceiving is,  the  resistance  itself,  and  that  it  is  produced  by  a; 
body  exterior  to  the  organ  on  which  the  resistance  is  exert- 
ed. As  then  it  is  not  the  change  in  the  position  of  the 
particles  of  which  the  organ  of  touch  consists,  which  it  is 
conscious  it  perceives,  the  external  object  itself  which  pro- 
duces that  change,  must  be  the  object  of  its  perception. 
There  is  nothing  else  that  can  enter  into  its  apprehension. 
So  also  in  hearing ;  the  intellect  has  no  perception  of  the 
vibration  of  the  drum  of  the  ear.  It  has  no  knowledge 
whatever  of  the  change  that  takes  place  in  the  position  of  the 
particles  of  that  organ.  Thousands  are  not  aware  that  they 
have  such  an  organ.     What  it  perceives  is  simply,  firsts  the 
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sensation  of  sound  which  results  from  that  vibration,  and 
next,  that  that  sound  is  produced  by  a  cause  external  to  the 
body.  As  then  it  is  not  the  change  that  takes  place  in  the 
organ  of  hearing,  which  it  perceives  to  be  the  cause  of  the 
sound  heard,  it  must  be  the  external  agent  which  produces 
that  change  in  the  organ  which  is  the  means  of  the  sound. 
There  is  no  explanation  of  the  fact  that  in  hearing,  touch, 
taste,  and  smell,  the  mind  is  conscious  that  the  causes  that 
produce  those  sensations  are  exterior  to  itself  and  the  organs 
in  which  the  sensations  take  place,  but  the  fact  that  these 
causes  are  exterior  to  itself  and  those  organs ;  nor  any  expla- 
nation of  the  fact  that  in  sight  the  intellect  is  conscious  that 
it  perceives  the  objects  of  its  sight,  and  as  exterior  to  itself 
and  the  eye,  but  the  fact  that  they  are  exterior  and  are  actu- 
ally beheld  by  it  as  such. 

In  like  manner,  on  the  supposition  that  the  mind's  percep- 
tion is  confined  to  that  which  exists  in  itself,  and  takes  place 
in  its  organs  of  sense,  there  is  no  explanation  of  the  changes 
that  are  produced  in  its  perceptions  by  the  application  of  in- 
struments to  the  eye.  If  its  perception  is  confined  to  that 
which  exists  within  itself  and  the  organs  of  sight,  then  no 
reason  can  be  given  or  conceived  for  the  change  that  is 
wrought  in  its  perceptions  by  the  interposition  of  a  lens,  as 
of  a  microscope  or  telescope,  between  the  eye  and  the  object 
seemingly  perceived.  Those  and  all  similar  instruments  are 
indisputably  exterior  to  the  perceiving  intellect,  and  to  the 
eye.  If,  then,  they  are  not  the  instruments  of  a  real  percep- 
tion of  external  objects  that  radiate  or  reflect  light  through 
them,  the  only  eflfect  which  they  produce  must  be  in  the  eye 
itself,  and  the  nerve  that  connects  it  with  the  brain.  But 
the  intellect  takes  no  cognisance  whatever  of  the  change  that 
is  produced  in  the  particles  of  the  retina,  the  nerve  that 
passes  firom  it  to  the  brain,  or  the  brain  itself,  by  the  tele- 
scope, the  microscope,  or  the  lenses  that  are  ordinarily  used 
in  reading.  It  has  no  knowledge  whatever  of  the  nature  of 
these  organs;  the  number,  relations,  or  motions,  of  the 
particles  of  which  they  consist  do  not  enter  in  any  degree 
into  its  perception.  They  lie  as  completely  out  of  the  sweep 
of  its  cognition,  as  they  would  had  they  no  instrumentality 
in  its  perceptions.  As  then  the  eflfect  on  the  organs  of  those 
exterior  instruments,  which  often  bring  wholly  new  objects 
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into  the  sphere  of  vision,  is  not  at  all  the  object  of  the  mind's 
consciousness  or  notice,  there  is  no  conceivable  explanation 
of  the  change  that  takes  place  in  its  perceptions,  but  that 
the  objects  which  it  perceives  are  actually  exterior  to  itself 
and  are  really  perceived  by  it. 

If  the  objects  of  our  sense-perceptions  are  not  really 
external  to  us,  and  essentially  what  we  take  them  to  be,  then 
our  actions  towards  them  are  infinitely  inexplicable  and 
absurd.  If  those  objects  really  exist  without  us,  and  are 
what  we  regard  them,  then  to  act  towards  them  as  we  do,  is 
natural  and  unavoidable.  Yet  what  can  be  the  office  of 
our  acts,  if  no  such  objects  exist;  if,  for  example,  there  is  to 
each  individual  no  human  being  but  himself;  if  there  are  no 
such  beings  as  parent  and  ofGspring ;  no  such  events  as  birth, 
nurture,  growth,  and  education ;  no  such  things  as  nourish- 
ing the  body  by  "food,  protecting  and  adorning  it  by  dress, 
and  warming  it  by  fire ;  no  such  things  as  health  and  sick- 
ness, pleasure  and  pain,  life  and  death  ?  If  to  each  individual 
all  other  human  beings,  and  their  relations,  are  mere  ideas, 
how  happens  it  that  they  are  considered  as  having  a  perma- 
nent existence,  and  subsisting  as  truly  and  in  their  peculiar 
relations,  when  they  are  not  objects  of  thought,  as  when  they 
are?  What  can  be  meant  by  nourishing  those  ideas  by 
food ;  decorating  them  by  dress ;  warming  them  by  fire ;  and 
resting  them  by  sleep  ?  What  can  be  meant  by  their  suffer- 
ing sickness,  and  being  cured  by  medical  prescriptions  7 
What  can  be  meant  by  their  assuming  the  functions  of  living 
conscious  agents,  and  doing  and  enjoying  good,  j  and  per- 
petrating and  suffering  evil  ?  Can  a  greater  solecism  be  con- 
ceived than  the  conversion  of  such  a  perception  or  notion  of 
the  mind,  into  a  conscious  mind  itself  possessed  of  all  the 
faculties  and  sensibilities  of  an  intelligent  nature  like  o«r 
own  ?  What  can  be  meant  by  the  life  of  such  ideas  in 
society  as  moral  agents,  their  subjection  to  law,  and  their 
being  judged  and  rewarded  according  to  their  voluntary  con- 
duct 7  And  finally,  what  can  be  meant  by  their  dying,  their 
being  buried,  and  being  raised  at  length  to  another 
life  7  Can  greater  contradictions  be  conceived,  than  that 
such  an  exterior  conscious,  active,  and  responsible  being 
should  be  predicated  of  ideas — which  instead  of  independent 
existences  are  mere  states  or  affections  of  the  mind  7     No 
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groBBer  insalt  can  be  offered  to  tbe  intellect  or  heart|  than 
to  represent  all  theae  great  realities  which  involve  the  whole 
truth  and  worth  of  our  existence,  as  mere  ideas;  a  deceptiye 
and  empty  pageant  imposed  on  ns  by  our  nature.  If  they 
are  not  reisJ,  and  what  our  constitution  forces  us  to  take  them 
to  be,  we  are  the  victims  of  a  more  degrading  and  cruel  illu- 
sion than  any  other  of  which  an  intelligence  can  be  conp 
oeived  to  be  the  subject  Joy  and  sorrow,  good  and  evil,  lift 
and  death,  are  converted  alike  into  a  pitiless  mockery. 

No  human  being,  accordingly,  can  for  a  moment  act  on 
the  assumption  that  these  external  objects  and  events  are 
not  real,  and  what  our  nature  leads  us  to  regard  them.  No 
parent  ever  attempted  to  treat  his  children  as  though  they 
were  mere  ideas.  No  violation  of  nature  can  be  conceived 
00  shocking  and  impossible,  as  a  compulsion  to  treat  them  as 
such  mere  unrealities  would  be.  No  philosopher,  however 
confident  in  his  speculative  idealism,  ever  undertook  to  verify 
it  by  attempting  to  live  without  food,  without  rest,  or  without 
breathing.  The  clamors  of  his  nature  for  the  accustomed 
means  of  continued  subsistence,  would  instantly  hush  his 
apeculation  into  silence,  and  force  him  to  act  on  the  &ct  that 
his  body  is  a  real  outward  existence,  and  is  sustained  in 
health  and  life  firom  instant  to  instant  by  the  use  of  means 
that  are  external  to  itself     ^ 

The  supposition  that  we  do  not  truly  perceive  the  external 
objects  of  our  sense-perceptions,  and  that  they  have  not  a 
real  existence  without  us,  is  equally  incompatible  also  with . 
the  morality  of  our  actions.  If  there  are  no  living  corporeal 
human  beings  external  to  us,  it  is  plain  there  can  be  no  obli- 
gation to  act  towards  such  beings  as  though  they  were  real 
existences.  If  there  are  no  such  beings,  most  certainly  no 
such  beings  can  have  rights,  and  thence  no  acts  whi^ver 
can  involve  a  violation  of  their  rights.  There  consequently 
can  be  no  breach  of  their  rights  by  thefty  robbery,  violence, 
or  dishonesty.  How  can  there  be  a  robbery,  if  no  property 
exists  ?  How  can  there  be  violence  to  fellow-beings,  if  no 
such  beings  exist  to  be  the  objects  of  violence  ?  How  can 
there  be  manslaughter,  or  murder,  if  there  is  no  one  who  has 
life,  of  which  he  can  be  deprived  by  those  acts  7  The  whole 
sphere  of  morality ;  of  just  and  unjust  actions ;  of  benignant 
and  malevolent  dispositions,  is  annihilated  by  the  non-ezist- 
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enoe  of  any  fellow-creature  towards  whom  they  may  be 
exerted :  and  hence,  rules,  laws,  penalties,  and  rewards,  for 
acts  towards  fellow-beings,  are  turned  into  a  senseless  farce. 

It  annihilates,  in  like  manner,  the  possibility  of  natural 
and  revealed  religion.  If  there  is  no  external  existence,  th^i 
there  are  no  media  for  a  knowledge  of  God,  and  no  revelation 
of  him  can  have  ever  taken  place.  If  there  is  no  external 
world  that  is  known  to  us,  then  there  is  no  human  race ;  and 
consequently  there  has  not  been  a  fall,  a  work  of  redemption, 
a  religion  of  sacrifices  typical  of  the  sacrifice  of  a  Media- 
tor ;  nor  a  Mediator  himself.  If  there  is  not  a  real  and 
veritable  perception  of  external  personal  agents  and  objects, 
then  Christ  has  not  been  seen,  his  teachings  consequently 
have  never  been  heard,  his  miracles  beheld,  his  death  wit- 
nessed, nor  his  ressurection  verified.  Neither  has  his 
gospel  been  preached,  nor  his  renewing  Spirit  been  poured 
out  on  men ;  and  the  whole  fabric  of  Christianity,  foundation 
and  top-stone,  is  swept  firom  existence. 

We  have  thus  every  proof  that  is  conceivable,  and  in  the 
highest  measure  that  is  conceivable,  that  we  have  through 
our  senses  a  direct  and  absolute  perception  of  the  external 
objects  which  they  respect,  and  that  our  perception  of  them 
is  a  real,  valid  knowledge  that  they  exist,  and  are  to  us 
truly  what  they  are :  first,  a  perfect  consciousness  that  we 
perceive  them ;  next,  an  absolute  certainty  that  the  objects 
of  our  perception  are  not  something  in  the  mere  organs  of 
sense  themselves  which  we  mistake  for  them ;  thirdly,  the 
impossibility  of  accounting  for  our  perceptions,  on  the  sup- 
position that  their  objects  are  merely  ideal ;  and  the  infinite 
contradiction  of  that  supposition  to  the  effects  of  the  instru- 
ments of  vision  which  we  use,  to  our  actions  in  domestic  and 
social  life,  to  the  morality  of  our  conduct,  and  to  the  possi- 
bDity  of  religion.  Let  philosophers  endeavor  to  conceive  of 
any  other  species  of  proof  of  the  veracity  of  our  sense-per- 
ceptions of  external  objects,  or  in  any  higher  degree,  and 
they  will  find  it  impossible.  With  this  stands  or  falls,  not 
only  the  possibility  of  religion  and  morality,  the  truth  of  our 
knowledge,  and  the  reliableness  of  our  faculties,  but  our 
existence  itself  as  social  beings. 

In  omitting  this  most  fundamental  element  of  our  sense- 
perceptions,  on  which  all  the  others  are  consequent  and 
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dependent  for  their  importance,  Dr.  Hickok  has  thus  omit- 
ted the  most  essential  function  of  the  senses,  and  introduced 
an  error  into  his  system,  which  spreads  a  fatal  influence 
through  its  whole  domain.  If  the  material  and  moral  uni- 
verse is  not  brought  to  our  direct  and  positive  knowledge 
here,  there  is  no  point  at  a  later  stage  of  psychology  at  which 
it  can  be  admitted ;  there  is  no  other  channel  through  which 
we  can  have  access  to  it  By  this  feature,  accordingly,  his 
system  becomes  identical  in  its  main  element  with  that  of 
Elant,  who  also  admitted,  as  Dr.  H.  does,  that  there  is  some 
outer  cause  of  sensation ;  but  in  denying  that  we  have  any 
perception  or  cognisance  of  it  in  our  sense-perceptions,  and 
affirming  that  they  are  confined  to  the  effects  produced  in  the 
senses  themselves  by  that  unknown  cause,  denied  that  we 
have  any  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  an  outer  world, 
reduced  our  knowledge  to  the  sphere  of  mere  idealism,  and 
subverted  thereby  the  whole  fabric  of  religion,  morality,  and 
science.  If  the  intellect,  as  he  affirms,  takes  cognisance  of 
nothing  in  its  sense-perceptions  but  that  which  is  within  us, 
how  can  it  be  held  that  it  has  any  knowledge  of  an  exterior 
cause  that  produces  those  sensations  7 

He  accordingly  fails  in  his  attempt  to  confute  idealism,  in 
the  ontological  demonstration  with  which  he  closes  his  investi- 
gation of  the  functions  of  the  sense ;  inasmuch  as  the  mental 
phenomena  which  he  represents  as  objective,  are  in  fact,  on  his 
system,  wholly  subjective,  and  the  product  of  the  intellect  it- 
self, not  of  an  external  force  acting  on  the  senses.  The  differ- 
ence which  he  designates  is  only  such,  on  hjs  theory,  as  sub- 
sists between  different  kinds  of  ideal  forms.    Thus  he  says: 

"  We  have  seen  that  it  is  competent  for  the  intellect  to  construct  all 
possible  pure  forms  in  the  primitive  intuition  of  space  and  time,  and 
thus  produce  for  itself  all  possible  ideal  figures  and  periods.  .  .  .  We 
may  then  take  such  completed  pure  product — say  a  circle  in  space — 
and  most  certainly  it  will  stand  out  in  the  imagination  as  a  definite 
.  figure,  and  limit  and  condition  all  thinking  relative  to  it^  as  much  as 
any  mere  intellectual  product  can  do.  It  were  impossible  to  think  of 
any  other  figure  than  a  circle.  ...  all  that  the  intellect  can  do  to  it, 
to  make  it  limit  and  condition  its  own  further  development,  it  has 
already  done,  and  has  thus  exhausted  all  its  power  to  objectify  this 
pure  circle.  .  .  .  But  while  as  ideal  form  it  is  thus  objective  as  fieur  as 
the  intellectual  agency  can  make  it,  is  there  no  difference  in  the  con- 
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sciousnees  between  ibis  ideal  form  and  tbe  pbenomena  of  a  material 
ring  witb  its  given  content  in  sensation  f  Is  tbe  ideal  bere,  in  tbe 
same  way  a  limiting  of  tbe  spontaneous  tbongbt,  and  a  conditioning 
of  its  development,  and  an  objectifjiug  of  itself  to  its  action,  as  is  tbl 
real  ?  Is  tbere  notbing  in  tbe  material,  as  outer  objective  pbenome- 
non,  wbicb  is  not  also  in  tbe  ideal  ?  Tbe  intellect  bas  given  all  it 
may  to  tbe  pure  form  to  make  it  objective,  and  yet  most  manifestly, 
tbe  phenomenal  ring  bas  something  more  in  its  objectiveness  than  tbe 
pure  circle,  and  this  something  more  must  have  been  given  to  it  from 
some  otber  than  a  mere  intellectual  operation." — Pp.  300,  801  • 


This  is  a  satisfiactory  confutation  of  idealism  to  one  who 
holds,  that  there  is  an  exterior  world  which  is  actually  the 
object  of  perception  through  the  senses,  and  that  the  reason 
that  a  sense-perception  of  a  circle  differs  from  a  mere  idea 
of  one,  is  that  the  first  is  seen  by  the  eye,  while  the  other  is 
merely  conceived  by  the  intellect ;  but  it  is  no  confutation 
at  all  of  idealism  to  one  who  denies  that  there  is  any  per- 
ception of  external  material  things  through  the  senses ;  and 
maintains  that  all  of  which  the  intellect  takes  cognisance, . 
exists  within  itself  and  the  sense :  for  Kant,  and  others  who 
hold  this  view,  admit,  nevertheless,  that  there  is  precisely 
such  a  difference,  as  Dr.  Hickok  specifies,  between  a  circle 
as  it  exists  in  a  sense-perception,  though  according  to  their 
theory  the  understanding  is  the  cause  of  it,  and  a  circle 
that  is  purely  ideal.  Dr.  H.,  in  this  argument,  therefore, 
both  forgets  his  own  system,  and  the  system  of  the  idealist : 
for  he  virtually  assumes,  on  the  one  hand,  that  there  is  a 
real  perception  of  external  objects  through  the  senses ;  other- 
wise he  could  not  exhibit  the  objectiveness  of  the  phenome- 
na of  sense-perceptions  as  anything  more  than  the  work  of 
the  intellect,  and  therefore  wholly  ideal.  And,  on  the  other 
hand,  he,  in  effect,  assumes  that  the  idealist  denies  that  there 
is  any  difference  between  objects  as  they  are  seen  in  the 
senses,  and  as  they  are  conceived  by  the  intellect  inde- 
pendently of  sense ;  as  otherwise  he  would  not  regard  his 
demonstration  that  there  is  a  difference  between  such  objects, 
as  a  confutation  of  idealism. 

He  thus,  instead  of  presenting  a  true  view  of  the  functions  of 
the  senses,  assumes  at  the  outset  of  his  investigation  that  they 
take  no  cognisance  whatever  of  the  external  world,  the  percep- 
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tion  and  knowledge  of  which  is  their  main  and  most  important 
office ;  and  proceeds  throughout  his  inquiry  into  their  pow- 
ers and  operations  on  the  ground  of  Kant,  which  necessarily 
results  in  a  sheer  and  unmitigated  idealism.  This  error  per- 
vades also  his  theory  of  the  understanding ;  the  considera- 
tion of  which,  however,  we  must  postpone  to  our  next 
number. 


Art.  n. — Notes  on  Scriptubb.    Critical  Conjectureb. 

1  These,  ii.  16.  For  the  wrath  is  come  upon  them  to  the 
uttermost  rather  (i «  rtXtt)  to  the  end,  that  is  («i«f#5)  of  the  age 
or  present  dispensation,  or,  as  Luke  expresses  it  (xxi.  24),  till 
the  times  of  the  Gentiles  be  fulfilled.  Thus  explained,  this 
text  connects  itself  with  such  passages  as  Bom.  xi.  25; 
Matt,  xxiii.  88,  89. 

John  xvi.  8,  9.    "  And  when  he  (the  Comforter)  is  come, 

he  will  reprove  (r#»  x«9ju4f)  the  world  of  sin because 

they  believe  not  on  me ;"  •p  irirrfc»#iwi»  ii«  ifU. 

Who  are  intended  by  the  word  they; — the  world,  meaning 
mankind  generally,  or  the  Jews  ?  The  translators  of  the 
authorized  version  appear  to  have  adopted  the  former  sense, 
although  they  must  have  known  that  this  Evangelist  never 
uses  the  word  x*crfMi  as  the  nominative  of  a  verb  in  the  plu- 
ral. (See  chaps,  i.  10;  iii.  17;  vii.  7;  xii.  19;  xiv.  17, 19, 
27,  81 ;  XV.  18,  19 ;  xvL  20 ;  xvii.  14,  21,  28,  25.)  In  the 
second  and  third  verses  of  this  chapter  we  find  similar  phra- 
ses :  "  7%ey  shall  put  you  out  of  synagogues,"  &c.  "These 
things  thall  they  do,"  &c.,  "  because  they  have  not  known  the 
Father  nor  me."  The  Jews  are  plainly  meant  here,  and  why 
not  in  the  ninth  verse?  Let  us  assume  this  sense,  and  the 
meaning  of  the  Saviour  may  be  thus  expressed :  "Because 
they  have  not  known  me,  nor  the  time  of  their  visitation, 
but  have  rejected  me  and  my  kingdom,  therefore  the  king- 
dom shall  be  taken  from  them — a  new  dispensation  shall  be 
opened,  in  which  all  nations  shall  be  included,  out  of  whom 
I  will  collect  a  people,  by  the  agency  of  the  Comforter,  whom 
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I  will  send."    Thus  understood,  the  passage  connects  itself 
with  Matt  xxL  1-10  and  48,  and  Bom.  xL  11. 

The  other  construction  is  liabJe  to  naany  objections.  How 
could  the  world  believe  in  him  of  whom  they  had  not  heard, 
and  how  could  the  world  hear  of  him  without  a  preacher, 
and  how  should  they  preach  except  they  be  sent  (Bom.  x. 
14, 15)?  Yet  our  Lord  expressly  forbade  his  apostles,  under 
their  first  commission,  to  preach  to  Gentiles.  (Matt  x.  6, 
6.)  Not  so  under  the  second  (Matt  xxviii.  19),  which  was 
given  in  execution  of  the  purpose  expressed  in  (John  xvi. 
7-12)  the  words  under  consideration. 

Acts  iii.  19,  20.  This  passage  is  inaccurately  translated. 
Bead  it  thus :  '*  Bepent  ye  therefore  in  order  to  the  blotting 
out  of  your  sins  (•«•#{  if  txiitrt)^  that  times  of  refreshing  may 
come  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  that  (mm  M^mlk^ 
he  may  send  Jesus  Christ,"  &c.  The  apostle  is  to  be  under- 
stood as  addressing  the  exhortation  to  the  Jewish  nation,  as 
he  makes  the  second  mission  of  the  Messiah  hinge,  so  to 
speak,  upon  their  national  repentance.  As  if  he  had  said : 
'*  Your  Messiah,  so  long  expected,  has  come  and  gone.  You 
knew  him  not^  and  through  ignorance  and  the  hardness  of 
your  hearts  rejected  him  and  put  him  to  death.  Think  not, 
however,  that  you  have  for  ever  lost  the  blessings  of  God's 
covenants  with  your  fethers — with  Abraham  and  David.  It 
is  not  too  late.  Bepent  and  be  converted  now,  for  the  blot- 
ting out  of  your  sins,  and  of  this  last  and  most  aggravated 
of  your  sins,  and  then  times  of  refreshing  shall  come  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  he  will  send  to  you  again  this 
rejected  Jesus,  whom,  nevertheless,  the  heavens  will  detain 
until  the  times  of  the  restitution  of  all  things  contained  in 
God's  covenants  and  ^  romises  as  made  known  to  us  by  the 
moath  of  all  his  prophets  from  the  beginning  of  the  world." 
Thus  understood,  the  passage  contains  much  important  doc- 
trine. (See  Gen.  xlix.  10;  Matt  xxiii  87,  89;  Bom.  xL 
16 ;  Jerem.  xxxL  31-40  and  xxxiii.  24, 26.)  Glorious  things 
are  spoken  of  Jerusalem.  It  is  still  the  city  of  the  Great 
King  (Matt  v.  85 ;  Ps.  Iviii.  2 ;  Luke  i  82).  It  shall  yet 
be  redeemed  with  judgment  (Is.  I  27 ;  Iii  9 ;  bdl  11,  12), 
and  become  the  throne  of  the  Lord  (Jer.  iiL  17).  God  will  yet 
cr^te  Jerusalem  a  rejoicing  and  her  people  a  joy  (Is.  Ixv.  18, 
19),  though  now  defiled  and  desolate  (Luke  xxi.  24 ;  Matt 
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xxiii.  88),  and  this  will  be  when  all  the  things  spoken  of  by 
the  holy  prophets  (Acts  iii.  21)  shall  be  restored  in  the  new 
heavens  and  the  new  earth  (Is.  Ixv.  17)  which  God  will  cre- 
ate, wherein  righteousness  shall  dwell  (2  Peter  iii.  18), 

Uph.  iii.  15.  "  For  this  cause  I  bow  my  knees  unto  the 
Father  of  ^our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  of  whom  (if  «»  want  Trmr^tm 
n  •vfmui  x»t  twt  y^i)  the  whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth  is 
named,"  &c.  This  version  does  not  convey  fiilly  the  sense  of 
the  original.  The  apostle  evidently  intimates  that  there  are 
other  worlds  and  other  races  or  orders  of  beings,  besides 
man,  at  the  head  of  whom  is  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  His 
meaning  would  be  better  expressed  thus :  "  Of  whom  every 
paternity  (or  fatherhood  or  race  of  beings)  in  the  heavens 
(in  all  worlds,  which  God  has  created.  Gen.  i.  1)  as  well 
as  that  on  earth  is  named."  The  word  w«t^i«  may  signify  a 
race  deriving  its  existence  from  a  common  ancestor  (Luke  ii. 
4),  or  inversely  the  head  and  the  race  descended  therefrom 
inclusively.  In  this  sense,  all  mankind  descending  from 
Adam  form  one  of  these  paternities,  and  the  intimation  of 
the  apostle  is,  that  there  are  myriads  of  other  worlds,  con- 
taining races  or  orders  of  beings  sustaining  analogous  rela- 
tions to  each  other  and  to  a  common  head.  The  Latin  Vul- 
gate (with  which  Montanus  agrees)  renders  the  verse,  "  Ex 
quo  omnis  paternitas  in  coelis  et  in  terra  nominatur."  Wich- 
life  (who  translated  from  the  Latin  Vulgate)  renders  it,  '*  Of 
whom  each  fadirheed  in  heavens  and  erthe  is  named."  Oas- 
tellio  thus :  "  Ex  quo  omnis  et  in  coelis  et  in  terra  denomina- 
tur  cognatio."  Sebast  Schmidt  thus :  "  Ex  quo  omnis  pater- 
nitas in  coelis  et  supra  terra  nominatur."  Delia  Lega  and 
Havizza  thus:  "  Da  cui  si  nomina  ogni  parentado  ne'  cieli  e 
nella  terra."  Oranmer  and  Tyndale  thus :  "  Which  is  father 
over  all  that  is  called  father  in  heaven  and  earth."  See  also 
Erasmus  and  TremelliuSj  and  the  Bheims  translation. 

But  to  whom  does  the  relative  (ig  »)  of  wfiom  refer  ? — ^to 
the  immediate  antecedent,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  or  to 
the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ?  In  Eph.  i.  10,  the 
apostle  speaks  of  the  Father's  purpose  («f«xf^«A«i«*r«c^«i)  to 
gather  and  bind  up  together,  as  under  one  head  (viz,  Christ), 
all  things  (t4»  rt  f ?  r«c  «ti^«fwc),  as  well  those  in  the  heavens 
(all  other  worlds)  as  on  earth ;  with  which  we  may  compare 
PhiL  ii.  9,  10,  where  the  same  apostle  says,  that  Qod  the 
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Father  has  exalted  the  name  Jesus,  above  every  other  name, 
that  at  this  name  every  knee  should  bow  [tww^aftm)  of  dwell- 
ers in  the  heavenly  worlds,  &c.  These  passages  tend  to 
support  the  former  construction.  But  as  God,  the  Father, 
is  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  this  interpretation 
refers  us  back  ultimately  to  God  as  the  Father  of  all  beings 
in  all  worlds.  In  this  view,  how  ineflably  glorious  is  the 
Headship  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  how  glorious,  how 
godlike,  is  the  vocation  of  those  who  shall  be  employed  by 
him,  as  kings  and  priests  in  his  vast  dominions !  What  are 
all  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  and  the  glory  of  ihem  (Matt, 
iv.  8,  9)  when  compared  with  the  reward  of  him  who  over- 
cometh?  Eev.  iii.  21.  It  opens  also  one  meaning  of  our 
Lord's  reply  to  Pilate,  "  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world," 
which  is  but  an  insignificant  province  in  revolt ;  I  have 
come  now  not  to  reign  but  to  provide  the  means  of  restoring 
it  to  its  lost  place  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Heavens. 

John  xix.  25,  27.  A  deeper  meaning  appears  to  be  in- 
volved in  the  transaction  recorded  in  these  verses  than  most 
readers  derive  from  them.  "Woman,  behold  thy  son" — 
Disciple,  *'  Behold  thy  mother."  It  was  an  act  of  sovereign 
£Givor  that  God  chose  Abraham,  David,  Joseph,  and  Mary 
to  stand  in  a  peculiar  relation  to  the  human  nature  of  Messiah, 
and  as  such,  David  and  Mary  appear  to  have  regarded  it. 
(1  Chron.  xvii.  17;  2  Sam.  vii.  18;  Luke  i.  46-48.)  By 
another  act  of  sovereignty,  and  with  miraculous  power,  the 
Lord  Jehovah  filiated  the  human  person  he  was  about  to  as« 
sume,  to  Joseph  and  Mary  (and  as  fully  and  truly  to  Joseph 
as  to  Mary),  and  became  subject  to  them  in  the  assumed  re- 
lation of  son.  (Luke  iL  51.)  But  having  now  accomplished 
the  object  of  his  incarnation,  so  far  as  it  fell  within  the 
period  of  his  humiliation,  and  being  about  to  make  his 
exodus  (Luke  ix.  81,  OteeK)  from  the  cross  to  the  throne  of 
the  Father,  his  relation  to  the  mother  of  his  human  person 
(as  well  as  to  all  his  redeemed)  was  henceforth  to  be  a 
glorious  Headship.  (Eph.  i.  10.)  Accordingly,  by  another 
act  of  sovereignty — the  opposite  of  that  just  mentioned — he 
sunders  the  relation  he  had  temporarily  assumed  for  that 
special  purpose  (Philip,  ii.  7,  8),  and  by  virtue  of  his  Divine 
authority  substitutes  John  in  the  place  of  his  human  person, 
which  was  soon  to  be  glorified  and  exalted  to  the  head  of 
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creation.  As  if  he  had  said,  "Woman,  by  an  act  of 
sovereignty,  I  chose  thee  before  I  created  thee,  to  bear  the 
relation  of  mother  to  this  human  body  taken  from  thee,  and 
now  hanging  on  this  cross  as  a  sacrifice  for  the  sins  of  men, 
and  also  for  thy  sins.  The  purpose  of  this  earthly  relation 
between  us  is  now  accomplished,  and  the  time  has  come 
when  the  Divine  purposes  require  that  I  should  return  to  the 
Father  and  resume  the  glory  I  laid  aside  when  I  took  from 
thee  this  human  form.  Henceforth  regard  me  not  as  thy 
son,  but  as  thy  Creator  and  thy  Lord.  Yet  I  leave  thee  not 
childless — Behold  thy  son,  whom  my  grace  has  emboldened 
to  stand  at  thy  side  for  this  purpose.  The  relations  of  all 
creatures  have  sprung  from  my  will  and  my  power.  I  have 
power  to  make  him  thy  son  in  the  highest,  truest  sense. 
He  is  thy  son."  The  bearing  of  this  interpretation  of  the 
passage  on  Mariolatry  is  obvious.  (See  Matt  xii.  48,  50.) 
It  may  suggest  also  the  reason  why  John  so  often  calls  him- 
self "  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved." 

Matt.  iii.  17.     "  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am 
well  pleased." 

These  words  attested  to  John  the  Baptist  the  Divine  Son- 
ship  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  the  Father's  approbation.  If  we 
now  turn  to  Matt  xvii.  5  (Mark  ix.  7 ;  Lu.  ix.  86)  we  find 
that  the  same  words  were  uttered  in  the  hearing  of  Peter, 
James,  and  John,  with  the  addition  of  a  command — "  Hear 
ye  him."  Why  this  difference?  May  we  not  find  it  in  the 
different  offices  to  be  performed  by  these  persons  ?  John 
the  Baptist  was  the  forerunner  of  the  Lord.  His  ministry 
must  end  before  that  of  the  Lord  Jesus  could  hegiru  (Matt 
iv.  12,  17.)  The  disciples,  on  the  other  hand,  were  to  be  am- 
hassadors  (ministers,  servants)  to  publish  the  messages  the 
Lord  gave  them.  Hence  the  {itvrm  itittirt)  command  was 
added — "Hear,  obey  him,"  thus  making  their  mission  (if  we 
may  so  say)  twice  divine — from  the  Father  as  well  as  from 
the  Son.  This  explanation,  if  correct,  discloses  one  of  those 
nice  congruities  or  fitnesses,  which  tend  strongly  to  establish 
the  genuineness  of  the  gospels.  No  fabricator  of  fictitious 
writings  would  have  thought  of  such  a  distinction.  This  is 
proved  by  the  fact  that  so  few  readers  of  the  gospels  observe 
it  until  pointed  out,  or  if  they  do,  do  not  discover  the 
reason  of  it 
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JdcUL  VI.  9.  "  Our  Father  which  art  in  Heaven  " — wArf^ 
nfutf  i  f f  T^i  •v^«i/«i$ — ^In  the  original  Greek,  as  well  as  in  the 
Latin  Vulgate,  we  find  the  plural  heavens^  which  our  critics, 
with  general  if  not  one  consent,  consider  a  Hebraism,  It  is 
suggested,  however,  that  the  plural  is  here  used  with  the 
design  to  convey  an  allusion  to  the  omnipresence  of  the 
Father.  By  heavens  we  are  to  understand  the  whole 
creation  (Gen.  i.  1) — the  universal  system  of  suns  and 
planets  established  in  their  orders  in^illimitable  space,  and 
we  address  the  Father  as  filling  them  all  by  his  presence, 
and  of  course  as  present  with  us.  These  form  the  Father's 
(«ixf«^  John  xiv.  2)  house  or  dwelling-place.  (See  Camera- 
rius  and  Theophylact  on  John  xiv.  2.)  The  same  allusion  is 
conveyed  in  Heb.  iii.  4,  "Every  house  is  builded  by  some 
one,  but  he  that  built  all  things" — all  worlds  as  a  house  or 
dwelling-place  for  himself—"  is  God."  The  same  designa- 
tion or  description  of  the  Father  occurs  frequently  in  the 
gospel  of  Matthew  (see  v.  16,  45,  48;  vi.  1,  9;  viL  11,  21 ; 
X.  32, 33 ;  xii.  50 ;  xviii.  10),  and  always  with  evident  allusion 
to  the  same  Divine  attribute.  The  word  is  also  used  by  him 
in  the  singular  (see  vi.  10,  20)  when  no  such  reference  is 
intended,  or  where  the  limited  nature  of  the  subject  forbids 
the  plural  sense.  To  call  such  expressions  Hebraisms  does 
not  signify  much.  The  Jew  might  with  equal  propriety 
call  our  form  (in  the  singular)  a  Gentilism.  The  question  is, 
which  form  of  expression  is  best  adapted  to  the  nature  of 
the  subject,  and  most  accurately  sets  forth  the  idea  intended 
to  be  signified.  If  it  should  be  said  that  the  ancient 
Hebrews  bad  no  adequate  or  correct  idea  of  astronomy,  it 
may  ^>e  conceded.  But  the  words  of  Scripture  were  all  dic- 
tated by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  words  under  consideration 
were  uttered  by  Him  who  made  all  things,  and  certainly  ha 
no  need  of  the  teachings  of  human  wisdom  or  science. 

M'UL  iii.  15.  "  Suffer  it  to  be  so  now  " — rather  («^i«  m^ri)^ 
"  suffer  it  at  this  time  " — the  word  «f  ti  being  used  in  the  sense  of 
iha Heb.hap-paam  D^sn(Gen.ii.23;  xxix.35;  Exod.ix.27). 
There  is  a  tacit  allusion  in  this  expression  to  another  time  or 
coming,  as  if  the  Lord  had  said,  "  I  have  now  come  to  oflfer 
this  human  body  which  I  have  assumed,  as  a  sacrifice  for 
sin  ;  and  the  baptism  of  it^  which  I  seek  at  your  hands^  is  a 
typical  showing  forth  of  the  sacrifice  I  am  to  make.    But  I 
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shall  come  («»  itPTtf4v^  Heb.  ix.  28,  «»'  i«c^S  Matt.  xxvL  64) 
at  another  time,  and  at  that,  my  second  coming — ^thattime — 
this  rite,  as  you  suppose,  will  not  be  proper ;  for  then  shall 
I  come  without  a  sin-offering — ^not  in  a  body  to  be  sacrificed 
for  sin — ^but  in  glory  for  the  salvation  of  those  who  shall 
then  look  for  me  and  love  my  appearing  (Heb.  ix.  28 ;  2 
Tim.  iv.  8). 

May  we  not  suppose  that  our  Lord  then  first  made  known 
to  John  the  mystery  of  his  sufferings  and  death ;  for  John 
at  first  recoiled  from  the  service  required  of  him,  as  though 
it  were  no  part  of  his  office  to  perform  it  It  was  after  this, 
too,  that  John  called  the  Lord  Jesus,  the  Lamb  of  God  who 
taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world.  (John  i.  29.)  It  was 
then  also  John  discovered  the  Messiah  (whose  coming  he 
had  announced)  in  the  person  ot  Jesus  (John  i.  81,  33);  first 
by  the  special  revelation  of  Jesus,  and  immediately  after- 
wards by  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  the  form  of  a 
dove,  tfohn  must  have  discerned  also,  in  this  typical  action, 
the  unsuccessful  issue  of  his  own  ministry;  for  it  was  im- 
possible that  he  should  be  received  by  the  nation  in  the 
spirit  of  his  mission,  and  Jesus  be  rejected. 

This  interpretation  of  the  passage  suggests  a  reason  for  the 
(iMi»4Vff  ^()  peculiar  phraseology  of  our  Lord's  address  to  John 
— "  For  so,"  that  is  in  this  typical  way,  "  it  becometh  tis  to 
fulfil  all  righteousness."  The  actual  fulfilling  of  all  righteous- 
ness was  certainly  our  Lord's  sole  work — "He  trod  the 
wine-press  alone'' — ^But  John  could  take  part  with  him  in 
this  typical  action,  which  significantly  set  it  forth. 

,      Philo. 


Aet.  in.— The  Laws  op  Symbolization,  and  theib 
Results  ik  Intebpbetation. 

By  the  Editob. 

In  the  article  on  this  subject  in  the  last  number  of  the  Jour- 
nal, we  pointed  out  the  way  in  which  the  laws  of  symbols 
correct  the  errors  of  commentators  in  those  of  their  construe- 
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tioDS,  in  which  they  disregard  the  great  rule  of  analogy,  that 
agents  represent  agents ;  and  showed  that  they  proceed  in 
them  on  the  assumption  that  the  ground  of  symbolization  is 
resemblance  in  a  single  particular,  rather  than  a  general  cor- 
respondence of  nature,  station,  agency,  and  eflfects.  We 
shall  now  adduce  another  set  of  examples,  in  which,  although 
they  construe  agents  as  standing  for  agents,  they  neverthe- 
less disregard  the  law  of  a  general  resemblance,  or  exact 
likeness  of  nature,  agency,  and  effects ;  and  assume  that 
some  single  point  of  likeness,  real  or  imaginary,  is  the  sole 
basis  on  which  the  symbol  is  used.  We  present  as  an  in- 
stance of  this,  the  construction  by  Mr.  Cuninghame,  Mr. 
Faber,  and  Mr.  Elliott,  of  the  slaughter  and  resurrection  of 
the  witnesses.  Rev.  xi.  1-14. 

**  And  a  reed  like  a  rod  was  given  to  me,  saying :  Rise 
and  measure  the  temple  of  God,  and  the  altar,  and  those  who 
worship  in  it.  And  the  court  which  is  without  the  temple 
reject,  and  measure  it  not,  for  it  is  given  to  the  Gentiles ; 
and  the  holy  city  they  shall  tread  forty-two  months.  And 
I  will  give  to  my  two  witnesses,  and  they  shall  prophesy  a 
thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty  days,  clothed  in  sackcloth. 
They  are  the  two  olive  trees,  and  the  two  lampstands  which 
stand  before  the  Lord  of  the  earth.  And  if  any  one  wills 
to  injure  them,  fire  proceeds  from  their  mouth,  and  devours 
their  enemies.  And  if  any  one  wills  to  injure  them,  so  he 
must  be  killed.  They  have  power  to  shut  heaven  that  rain 
may  not  fisdl  during  the  days  of  their  prophecy;  and  have 
power  over  waters  to  turn  them  to  blood,  and  to  smite  the 
ground  with  every  stroke  as  often  as  they  will. 

"And  when  they  would  finish  their  testimony,  the  wild 
beast  which  ascends  out  of  the  abyss  will  make  war  on 
them,  and  will  vanquish  them,  and  will  kill  them:  and 
will  place  their  dead  body  in  the  street  of  the  great  city 
which  is  spiritually  called  Sodom  and  Egypt,  where  also  their 
Lord  was  crucified.  And  they  of  the  peoples  and  tribes, 
and  tongues  and  nations,  look  on  their  dead  body  three  days 
and  a  half;  and  they  will  not  suffer  their  dead  bodies  to  be 
placed  in  a  sepulchre.  And  they  who  dwell  on  the  earth 
rejoice  over  them,  and  exult,  and  will  send  gifts  to  one 
another ;  for  these  two  prophets  tried  them  [put  them  to  the 
test — showed  their  character]  who  dwell  on  the  earth. 
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"  And  after  three  days  and  a  hal^  the  spirit  of  life  from 
God  entered  into  them,  and  they  stood  on  their  feet.  And 
great  fear  fell  on  those  who  beheld  them.  And  they  heard 
a  great  voice  from  heaven  saying  to  them,  Ascend  here. 
And  they  ascended  into  heaven  in  the  cloud ;  and  their  ene- 
mies beheld  them. 

"  And  in  the  same  hour  there  was  a  great  earthquake,  and 
the  tenth  part  of  the  city  fell ;  and  names  of  men  [men  of 
name]  seven  thousand  were  killed  by  the  earthquake ;  and 
the  rest  became  fearful,  and  gave  glory  to  the  God  of  heaven. 

"  The  second  woe  is  passed  ;  behold,  the  third  woe  comes 
quickly." 

The  writers  to  whom  we  have  referred,  and  commentators 
generally,  in  their  constructions,  grant  virtuaUy — ^for  the 
question  appears  not  to  have  been  formally  considered  by 
them — that  the  agents  in  this  vision,  viz.  the  worshippers,  the 
Gentiles,  the  witnesses,  the  men  who  injure  them,  the  wild 
beast,  the  individuals  who  gaze  on  the  dead  bodies,  the  peo- 
ples, and  tribes,  and  tongues,  and  nations,  they  that  dwell 
on  the  earth,  the  enemies  who  are  present  at  the  resurrec- 
tion and  ascension  of  the  witnesses,  the  seven  thousand 
men  of  name,  and  the  rest  who  survived  them, — symbolize 
,  agents^  and  their  acts  and  conditions  represent  nets  and  con- 
ditions.  And  it  is  clear  that  they  are  used  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  exact  likeness,  instead  of  analogy,  and  represent 
human  beings  of  tJieir  own  order.  This  is  indisputable 
in  regard  to  the  Gentiles,  every  one  who  would  injure 
the  witnesses,  the  individuals  who  look  on  the  dead  bodies 
and  do  not  permit  them  to  be  buried,  the  peoples  and 
tribes,  and  tongues  and  nations,  they  who  dwell  on  the  earth, 
the  enemies  who  are  present  at  the  ascent  of  the  witnesses 
into  the  heavens  in  the  cloud,  the  seven  thousand  men  of 
name,  and  the  rest  who  became  fearful  and  gave  glory  to 
God ; — because  there  are  no  agents  but  human  beings  of  those 
classes  whom  they  can  represent.  They  cannot  symbolize 
angels,  good  or  evil.  They  cannot  stand  for  the  spirits  of 
the  dead.  Nor  can  they  denote  animals ;  as  they  do  not 
present  to  either  of  them  the  requisite  analogy.  They  naust 
therefore  stand  for  human  beings,  and  of  their  own  respec- 
tive orders.  And  this  is  in  effect  assumed  in  the  construi- 
tions  given  by  Mr.  Cuninghame,  Mr.  Faber,  and  Mr.  Elliott. 
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Bat  it  is  thoDce  certain,  also,  that  the  acts  and  conditions  of 
these  several  agents,  and  those  of  the  wild  beast  likewise — 
which  is  also  a  symbol  of  men  in  the  sphere  of  rulers, — are 
symbols  in  like  manner  of  the  acts  and  conditions  of  men  of 
Oie  classes  which  they  severally  represent  As  the  actors  whom 
they  denote  are  men,  tlie  acts  which  their  representative  ac- 
tions symbolize,  must  of  necessity  be  the  acts  of  those  men 
respectively  whom  they  represent.  As,  then,  so  large  a  share 
of  thes^  representative  agents — ^the  worshippers,  the  Gentiles 
who  tread  the  holy  city,  every  man  who  plots  against  the 
witnesses,  the  individuals  who  look  on  the  dead  bodies,  the 
peoples  and  tribes,  and  tongues  and  nations,  the  dwellers  on 
the  earth,  the  enemies  who  are  present  at  the  resurrection, 
the  seven  thousand  men,  and  the  rest  who  give  glory  to  God  • 
— ^are  symbols  otmen  of  their  respective  classes,  and  their  acts 
and  conditions,  symbols  of  the  like  acts  and  conditions  of 
the  men  whom  they  represent;  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the 
witnesses  also  are  used  in  the  relation  of  exact  likeness,  and 
symbolize  men  of  their  own  order  in  their  death,  their  remain^ 
ing  uniuried,  and  their  resurrection  and  ascent  to  heaven.  And 
this  is  made  certain — 

First :  By  the  fact,  that  they  do  indubitably  represent  men 
of  their  own  order  and  exercising  their  own  office,  in  their 
act  of  prophesying.  For  who  else  can  they  symbolize  in 
that*  act  ?  There  is  no  analogous  order  whom  they  can  re- 
present But  not  only  are  the  agents  whom  they  symbolize 
in  that  office,  men  of  their  own  peculiar  order,  who  utter  the 
testimony  of  Jesus ;  but  the  act  of  those  symbolized  men 
which  their  act  represents,  is  the  act  of  prophesying,  like 
that  which  they  themselves  exert.  What  other  act  of  the 
represented  prophets  can  it  be  supposed  to  denote?  There 
is  no  differing  and  analogous  act  which  prophets  exert  The 
act  symbolized,  therefore,  is  of  precisely  the  same  nature, 
and  is  to  be  performed  in  the  same  circumstances  as  the  act 
which  is  used  as  its  representative.  But  this  makes  it  cer- 
tain that  the  witnesses  also,  in  dying,  in  their  state  as  dead 
and  unburied,  and  in  their  resurrection  and  ascension,  sym- 
bolize men  in  those  identical  states,  or  as  subjects  of  those 
events  and  conditions ;  for  they  are  unquestionably  used  in 
the  same  relation  throughout  the  vision.  No  instance  can 
be  found  in  the  Scriptures,  in  which  a  symbol  is  used  in  the 
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same  vision  both  in  the  relation  of  analogy,  or  a  partial, 
though  general  resemblance,  and  of  an  exact  likeness. 
Men  are  indeed  employed  both  on  the  principle  of  analogy, 
as  symbols  of  men  of  a  different  sphere,  and  on  the  princi- 
ple of  exact  likeness,  as  representatives  of  men  of  their  own 
sphere ;  but  it  is  always  in  different  visions,  and  necessarily : 
For  as  the  reason  that  they  are  introduced  in  their  own  per- 
sons and  used  as  symbols  of  their  own  order  is,  that  no  other 
agent  could  represent  them  in  the  condition  in  which  they 
are  to  be  foreshown  ;  so  the  reason  that  their  acts  and  con- 
ditions are  used  as  representatives  of  precisely  similar  acts 
and  conditions,  is,  that  none  but  precisely  such  acts  and  con* 
.  ditions  could  serve  as  symbols  of  those  that  are  to  be  fore- 
shown. 

Secondly :  It  is  demonstrated  by  the  fact,  that  the  dying 
of  the  witnesses,  their  dead  bodies,  their  remaining  uhburied, 
and  their  resurrection  and  ascension,  cannot  be  symbols  of 
anything  else  than  the  dying,  being  dead,  lying  unburied, 
and  resurrection  and  ascension  of  persons  of  precisely  their 
office  and  character.  There  is  no  other  dying,  lying  un- 
buried,  and  rising,  which  the  death,  non-burial,  and  resurrec- 
tion of  the  symbol  witnesses  resembled  and  can  represent 
The  only  death  to  which  that  of  the  body  bears  an  a^ialogy^ 
is  that  of  the  soul.  But  the  death  of  the  witnesses,  who  are 
the  servants  of  God,  cannot  be  a  symbol  of  a  spiritual  death 
of  those  whom  they  represent ;  for  those  whom  they  repre- 
sent are  also  servants  of  God,  who  prophesy,  and  utter  the 
testimony  of  Jesus.  The  death  of  the  witnesses  in  obedi- 
ence, and  because  of  their  obedience,  does  not  present  an 
analogy  to  the  apostasy  of  men,  by  which  they  become 
spiritually  dead.  Instead  of  likes,  they  are  blank  opposites. 
It  is  certain,  therefore,  from  the  nature  of  the  symbol,  that 
the  dying,  the  lying  unburied,  and  the  resurrection  and 
ascension,  that  are  foreshown,  are  precisely  like  those  of  the 
slain  witnesses  by  which  they  are  symbolized. 

Thirdly :  This  is  demonstrated  also  by  the  £EUSt  that  the 
killing  of  the  seven  Ibousand  men  of  name  denotes  a  real 
killing  of  the  men  yfhom  they  represent.  What  else  than  a 
literal  death  can  this  being  killed  by  the  fSEdl  of  the  tenth  of 
the  city  symbolize?  It  cannot  be  a  spiritual  death.  The 
fall  of  a  state  has  no  adaptation  to  produce  such  an  effect. 
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The  killing  of  the  seven  thousand  by  the  fall  of  the  oily 
must  undoubtedly  represent  the  real  killing  of  a  body  of 
men  by  the  fall  of  that  which  the  city  denotes.  Why  else 
should  those  who  survive  be  struck  with  fear,  and  give 
glory  to  God?  Would  the  apostasy  of  seven  thousand 
prompt  them  to  such  an  act  ?  But  that  the  event  foreshown 
is  a  real  corporeal  killing,  and  not  an  apostasy,  is  clear  from 
the  consideration  that  the  event  denoted  by  the  killing  is 
one  of  which  those  who  suffer  it  are  to  be  passive  subjectS| 
not  the  voluntary  agents,  as  they  would  be  were  it  an  act 
of  apostasy.  The  death  symbolized,  is  to  be  a  vengeful  in- 
fliction, a  judgment,  not  a  free  act  of  their  own.  It  must 
therefore  be  a  corporeal  death. 

So  also  the  killing  of  every  one  that  plots  to  injure  the 
witnesses  is  a  literal  killing.  The  element  used  as  the  sym- 
bol of  the  instrument  of  the  death  is  fire;  which  indicates 
that  the  effect  it  is  to  produce,  and  which  is  called  death,  is 
a  real  death  of  the  body ;  and  the  death  represented  by  that 
literal  death  must  also  be  a  literal  death  in  some  form,  inas- 
much as  from  the  character  of  the  persons  to  be  slain,  their 
death  cannot  be  a  spiritual  death.  They  are  already  the 
demies  of  Q-od  and  his  kingdom,  or  they  would  not  conspire 
against  his  witnesses.  The  punishment  to  be  inflicted  on 
them  is  therefore  a  punishment  of  them  as  apostates  and  ene- 
mies; not  a  mere  leaving  them  to  become  apostates  and 
enemies. 

In  these  several  considerations  then — ^that  all  the  other 
human  representatives  in  the  vision  are  used  as  symbols  of 
men  of  their  own  orders ;  that  the  witnesses  themselves  are 
certainly  used  in  that  relation  in  their  prophesying;  that 
there  are  no  other  events  and  states  which  their  dying,  lying 
unburied,  and  resurrection,  can  be  employed  to  symbolize, 
than  precisely  such  events  and  states  themselves ;  and  final- 
ly, that  the  killing  of  those  who  would  injure  the  witnesses 
and  of  the  seven  thousand  men,  is  unquestionably  used  as 
the  symbol  of  the  actual  killing  of  men — we  have  the  most 
abundant  certainty  that  the  persons  symbolized  by  the  wit- 
nesses, are  real  witnesses  precisely  like  the  symbols  them- 
selves, and  that  the  events  symbolized  by  their  slaughter, 
lying  unburied,  resurrection  and  ascension,  are  a  real  corpo- 
leal  slaughter,  lying  unburied,  resurrection  and  ascension,  of 
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the  same  kind  as  those  that  are  used  as  the  representa- 
tives. 

In  this,  however,  the  writers  whom  we  have  mentioned, 
do  not  concur.  Thej  deny  that  the  slaughter,  non-burial, 
resurrection,  and  ascension  of  the  witnesses  in  the  vision,  are 
symbols  of  a  like  slaughter,  non-burial,  rising,  and  ascent  of 
those  whom  they  represent;  and  maintain  that  they  are  used 
as  symbols  of  a  different  set  of  events  and  states;  and  that 
the  slaying  of  the  witnesses  denotes  simply  their  being 
silenced,  or  intercepted  from  the  utterance  of  their  testimo- 
ny ;  their  lying  uuburied,  their  being  kept  in  that  state  of 
interception  and  silence;  and  their  resurrection  and  ascent  to 
heaven,  their  restoration  to  the  liberty  of  testifying  and 
exaltation  to  a  level  with  their  persecutors  in  religious  and 
dvil  freedom ;  and  they  regard  the  prediction  as  having 
long  since  had  its  accomplishment,  though  they  refer  it  to 
different  epochs  and  different  events. 

Mr.  Elliott  assigns  the  slaughter  to  the  year  1514 ;  repre« 
sents  the  slaughterer  as  the  Lateran  Council,  instead  of  the 
wild- beast;  holds  that  the  Bohemians,  who  rejected  many  of 
the  errors  of  the  papacy,  were  the  slain ;  and  that  the  resur^ 
rection  was  the  commencement  of  the  Beformation  by 
Luther,  in  1517. 

Mr.  Cuninghame  assigns  their  slaughter  to  ^1548.  He 
says: 

^  The  death  of  the  witnesBes  took  place  when  they  were  silenced 
and  compelled  to  desist  from  bearing  tesUmonj.  This  was  effected 
by  the  promulgation  of  the  Interim  in  the  year  1548.  The  bodies  of 
the  slain  witnesses  were  not,  however,  to  be  laid  in  graves.  The 
refusal  of  the  rites  of  sepulture  seems  to  imply  the  highest  degree  of 
insult,  and  points  out  to  us  the  obloquy  which  was  everywhere  cast 
on  the  name  and  faith  of  the  Protestants.  It  had  even  a  literal  fulfil- 
ment in  the  6ruel  treatment  of  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse  and  the 
Elector  of  Saxony  by  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  They  were  carried 
about  by  him  as  captives  in  his  progress  through  Germany,  exhibited 
as  a  public  spectacle  in  Its  principal  cities,  and  thus  their  disgrace  and 
the  triumph  of  the  Emperor  were  every  day  renewed." — The  Sealt 
and  Trumpets^  p.  144. 

Their  resurrection  and  ascension,  he  holds,  were  accom- 
plished in  the  recovery  of  their  liberty  of  speech  and  worship, 
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about  three  and  a-half  years  after,  through  the  defeat  of  the 
Emperor  by  Maurice,  and  the  treaty  of  Passau,  by  which  the 
Protestants  were  legally  established  and  placed  under  the 
protection  of  the  civil  government. 

Mr.  Faber  refers  the  slaughter  to  the  expulsion  of  a  portion 
of  the  Waldenses  from  their  territory  in  1686,  and  holds 
that  their  resurrection  was  their  recovery  of  their  valleys  by 
arms  in  1690,  and  their  ascent  to  heaven,  their  legal  tolera- 
tion soon  after  by  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 

These  writers  thus  wholly  discard  the  prediction  of  a  lite- 
ral martyrdom  and  resurrection  of  the  persons  represented 
by  the  slain  witnesses,  and  maintain  that  -their  death  is  a 
symbol  of  the  silencing  of  those  whom  they  represent,  by  a 
legal  prohibition  of  their  preaching,  or  an  expulsion  from 
their  territory ;  and  their  resurrection  a  symbol  of  their  res- 
toration to  the  right  and  power  of  testifying  without  obstruc- 
tion. Their  constructions,  however,  are  confuted  by  a  great 
variety  of  considerations.  There  is  not  indeed  a  single 
relation  in  whisch  they  are  tenable. 

1.  It  is  impossible  that  the  death  of  the  symbol  witnesses 
can  represent  a  mere  silencing  of  living  preachers,  or  pre- 
vention from  uttering  their  testimony;  as  there  is  no  analogy 
between  them.  The  only  point  in  which  they  resemble  each 
other,  is  in  the  discontinuance  of  their  testimony.  But  that 
does  not  involve  any  analogy  or  general  likeness  of  its  cause 
or  nature.  The  cause  and  nature  of  the  discontinuance  of 
the  utterance  of  the  Bohemians,  Germans,  and  Waldenses, 
was  wholly  unlike  those  of  the  slain  witnesses.  In  the  lat- 
ter, there  was  a  loss  of  the  physical  power  of  utterance  by 
the  death  of  the  body.  There  was  no  such  loss  of  the  natu- 
ral power  of  speech  by  the  Bohemians,  Germans,  or  Wal-* 
denses.  Their  silence,  as  far  as  they  ceased  to  speak,  was 
from  the  impulse  of  strong  motives,  and  was  entirely  volun- 
tary. It  bore  no  more  resemblance  to  death,  than  the  discon- 
tinuance of  speaking  by  public  teachers  does  on  any  other 
occasion,  and  for  any  other  sufficient  motive.  But  what 
could  be  more  preposterous  than  to  use  death  as  a  symbol  of 
the  silence  to  which  a  member  of  the  national  legislature  is 
constrained  by  a  rule  limiting  the  time  during  which  an 
individual  may  speak  in  a  debate  to  a  half  hour,  or  of  the 
silence  to  which  a  speaker  is  put,  when  interrupted  in  his 
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harangue  by  an  assembly,  because  they  are  unwilling  to  hear 
him  longer,  or  prefer  to  listen  to  a  diflferent  orator?  It  pre- 
sents no  more  analogy  to  death,  than  a  person's  prevention, 
by  means  which  address  themselves  to  the  will,  from  any 
other  mode  of  action.  Would  it  be  thought  appropriate  to  use 
death  as  a  symbol  of  a  person's  being  hindered  from  labor  in 
his  field  by  a  storm ;  from  going  to  sea  by  a  head  wind ;  or 
from  taking  a  journey  by  the  breaking  of  his  carriage  ?  Yet 
the  cases  are  precisely  parallel.  The  prevention  of  the  dis- 
sentients from  the  Eomish  church,  by  threats  and  legal 
prohibitions,  from  preaching  the  gospel,  bears  no  more 
resemblance  to  death,  than  the  prevention  does  of  persons 
from  either  of  those  or  similar  modes  of  agency ;  no  more 
than  the  prevention  of  persons  by  threats  of  imprisonment 
and  injury  from  entering  Japan,  or  passing  iAto  the  interior 
of  China.  Being  put  to  death  by  the  sword  is  as  unlike  a 
living  person's  voluntary  refraining  from  speaking,  as  it  is 
from  a  living  person's  refraining  from  any  other  kind  of 
action,  or  from  existing  in  any  other  mode  in  which  all  his 
faculties  are  retained,  and  all  the  natural  functions  of  his 
mind  and  body  exercised.  The  fancy,  therefore,  that  the 
alleged  silence  of  the  Bohemians,  Germans,  and  Waldenses, 
is  the  proper  counterpart  of  the  death  of  the  witnesses,  and 
the  event  which  it  naturally  denotes,  is  altogether  mistaken. 
No  two  things  are  more  totally  unlike  in  nature,  cause,  and 
all  attendant  conditions;  while  their  only  point  of  re- 
semblance is  the  mere  cessation  from  a  particular  mode  of 
action,  which  alone  is  no  basis  whatever  for  symbolization. 
2.  This  is  confirmed,  in  the  most  decisive  manner,  by  the 
.usage  of  the  symbolic  Scriptures,  in  which,  in  all  instances, 
the  killing  of  animals  by  beasts,  and  killing  of  men  by  Christ 
at  his  advent,  denote  the  literal  killing  of  the  men  whom  the 
slain  symbols  represent.  Thus  the  devouring  of  much  flesh 
by  the  bear,  Daniel  vii.  5,  symbolizes  the  slaughter  of  many 
men  by  the  Persian  monarch  and  his  armies,  whom  the  bear 
represents;  and  the  devouring  and  breaking  in  pieces  by  the 
fourth  beast,  Dan.  vii.  7,  19,  symbolizes  the  crushing  and 
devouring  of  the  nations  by  the  Roman  monarchs  and 
armies,  whom  that  beast  represents.  The  smiting  and 
trampling  down  of  the  ram,  Dan.  viii.  7,  denotes^  the  con- 
quest and  slaughter  of  Darius  and  his  army,  of  whom  the 
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ram  is  the  symbol ;  the  breaking  of  the  great  horn  of  the 
goat,  represents  the  death  of  Alexander  and  his  offspring, 
whom  that  horn  symbolizes;  and  the  slaying  of  the  wild- 
beast  of  ten  horns,  and  casting  it  into  the  burning  flame, 
Dan.  vii.  11,  Rev.  xix.  20,  denotes  the  literal  destruction  of 
the  monarchs  and  subordinate  rulers,  whom  that  beast  sym- 
bolizes,    -^ 

In  like  manner,  the  killing  of  men  by  the  monster  horses, 
Eev,  ix.  13-21,  denotes  the  literal  killing  of  men  by  the 
Turks,  whom  those  horses  and  their  riders  represent ;  and, 
finally,  the  slaying  of  the  kings  and  their  armies  at  the  great 
battle  at  Armageddon  by  Christ  and  his  hosts,  symbolizes 
the  literal  killing  of  the  monarchs  and  men  whom  those 
kings  and  their  armies  represent  As  the  killing  by  symbolic 
beasts,  whether  of  animals  or  men,  and  the  killing  of  the . 
beast  and  of  men  by  Christ,  in  all  instances  symbolizes  the 
literal  killing  of  human  beings,  the  slaughter  of  the  wit- 
nesses by  the  wild-beast  of  ten  horns  must  be  also  taken  as 
representing  a  literal  slaughter  of  those  whom  the  witnesses 
represent.  To  assign  it  another  meaning,  is  as  contradictory 
to  the  usage  of  the  symbolic  Scriptures,  as  it  is  to  the  princi- 
ples of  symbolization. 

3.  But  there  was  not  any  such  interception  of  the  Bo- 
hemians, Germans,  or  Waldenses,  from  the  utterance  of  their 
testimony,  as  these  writers  suppose.  There  is  not  the  slight- 
est proof  or  indication  that  the  Bohemians  were  not  at  as 
entire  liberty  to  preach,  after  the  assembling  of  the  Lateran 
Council,  as  they  had  been  before,  and  that  they  did  not  con- 
tinue to  utter  their  testimony  with  as  little  obstruction  as 
they  had  for  a  considerable  period.  That  Council  did  not 
enact  any  decree  compelling,  or  attempting  to  compel  them 
to  silence.  There  is  not  even  an  allusion  to  them  in  the 
legislative  acts  of  that  body.  Nor  were  the  Protestants  of 
Germany  reduced  to  silence  by  the  Interim,  So  far  from  it, 
it  occasioned  the  most  vehement  disputes  and  met  a  violent 
resistance,  and  a  great  number  of  preachers,  especially  in 
Saxony,  continued  to  teach  without  reserve  their  peculiar 
doctrines,  and  observe  their  peculiar  rites.  Instead  of  a 
dead  silence,  the  whole  Protestant  body  continued  in  agita- 
tion and  ferment,  till  the  Interim  was  suspended  by  the 
treaty  of  Passau.     Neither  were  the  Waldenses  reduced  to 
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silence  by  their  expulsion  from  their  valleys  in  1686.  In- 
stead, they  were  in  as  absolute  liberty  in  their  dispersion  in 
Switzerland  and  Germany  to  utter  their  sentiments,  as  they 
had  been  anterior  to  their  exile.  And  they  in  fact  delivered 
their  testimony  whenever  they  chose,  and  in  a  voice  that 
rang  through  the  whole  of  Europe, 

The  fancy  that  there  was  any  such  absolute  silencing  of 
those  witnesses  at  either  of  those  epochs,  is  thus  altogether 
mistaken.  There  was  nothing  in  the  condition  of  either  of 
the  nations  in  question,  at  that  time,  that  answers  to  such 
an  eflfect.  If  then  those  writers  were  justified  in  assuming 
that  the  death  of  the  witnesses  in  the  vision  is  a  symbol 
of  the  mere  preventing  of  witnesses  from  uttering  their  tes- 
timony, by  threats  and  legal  enactments,  they  are  in  error 
in  supposing  that  the  prediction  had  its  fulfilment  at  the 
periods  to  which  they  refer  it ;  as  there  was  no  such  sup- 
pression of  the  testimony  of  the  Bohemians,  Germans,  and 
Waldenses  at  those  epochs.  Their  application  of  the  pro- 
phecy is  as  inconsistent  with  the  facts  of  history,  as  their 
construction  is  with  the  laws  of  symbolization. 

4.  If  such  an  obstruction  to  the  utterance  of  a  testimony,  as 
those  writers  suppose,  were  the  event  denoted  by  the  slaying 
of  the  witnesses,  there  still  would  be  no  adequate  evidence 
that  either  of  the  attempts  to  silence  the  proclamation  of  the 
gospel  to  which  they  refer  it,  is  that  which  the  prediction 
foreshows-;  inasmuch  as  there  have  been  many  other  epochs 
in  which  the  teachers  of  the  truth  were  subjected  to  equal 
obstruction,  and  reduced  in  as  large  a  measure  to  silence. 
There  was  a  score  of  instances  in  which  the  Huguenots  of 
France  were  repressed  by  far  more  violent  restraints,  and 
breathed  their  protest  against  the  false  doctrines  and  impious 
rites  of  Eome  at  greater  hazards.  There  were  many  in- 
stances in  which  far  more  vehement  and  eflBcient  measures 
were  employed  to  silence  the  voices  of  the  Protestant 
teachers  in  Hungary.  Those  of  England  were  subjected  to 
much  more  severe  restraints  during  the  reign  of  Mary ;  those 
of  England  and  Scotland,  under  Charles  I.,  and  those  of 
Holland,  under  Philip  11.  of  Spain.  If  therefore  the  con- 
struction placed  on  the  death  of  the  witnesses  by  those 
writers  were  correct,  there  still  would  be  no  proof  that  the 
prediction  had  its  fulfilment  in  either  of  the  events  to 
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which  they  refer  it ;  as  there  are  numerous  other  epochs  and 
events  which  would  be  equally  entitled  to  be  considered  as 
that  which  is  denoted  by  the  prophecy. 

5.  Their  construction  is  shown  to  be  wholly  mistaken 
also,  by  the  consideration  that  the  persons  denoted  by  the 
witnesses  had  not  at  those  periods  finished  their  testimony. 
Their  slaughter  is  to  take  place  when  they  are  on  the  point 
of  completing  their  testimony.  The  prediction  is,  that 
"When  they  would  finish  their  testimony,  the  wild  beast 
which  ascends  out  of  the  abyss  will  make  war  on  them,  and 
will  vanquish  them,  and  will  kill  them."  This  translation 
is  an  exact  counterpart  of  the  original.  The  verb  TiAi«i»r< 
is  the  first  aorist  subjunctive,  not  a  future  past,  nor  an  equi- 
valent to  it,  as  it  is  sometimes  rendered;  and  indicates  that 
it  is  to  be  when  the  witnesses  are  delivering  their  testimony 
for  the  last  time,  that  the  war  is  to  be  made  on  them  by  the 
beast;  and  seems  to  imply  that  they  are  to  be  aware  that  it 
is  to  be  their  last  utterance  of  their  witness  for  Christ,  and 
is  to  be  followed  by  their  persecution,  slaughter,  and  resur- 
rection from  death.  And  this  is  confirmed  by  the  conduct 
of  the  peoples  and  tribes,  find  tongues  and  nations  towards 
them.  The  reason  that  those  who  go  to  look  on  them, 
refuse  them  a  burial,  preserve  them  in  a  public  place,  where 
they  can  be  inspected  through  the  three  and  a  half  years  of 
their  lying  dead,  and  assembling  at  the  place  at  the  time 
when  that  period  expires,  doubtless  is,  that  they  may  see  the 
issue  of  the  expectation  expressed  by  the  witnesses  them- 
selves and  their  friends,  that  they  are  to  be  raised  from  death 
at  the  end  of  three  years  and  a  half,  of)enly  recognised  by 
God  as  his  servants,  and  called  to  ascend  to  him  in  the 
clouds.  Those  measures  will  be  without  any  intelligible 
aim,  jif  no  belief  is  entertained  and  expressed  by  the  wit- 
nesses and  their  party,  that  their  death  is  to  be  followed  by 
a  resurrection.  But  they  will  be  rendered  natural,  if  such  a 
belief  is  common  to  the  martyrs  and  their  friends,  and  is 
openly  proclaimed  by  them  as  founded  on  this  prophecy. 
The  hope  and  persuasion  that  they  shall  confute  the  faith  of 
the  martyrs,  and  convict  them  of  delusion  and  fulj^ehood, 
will  prompt  their  enemies  to  confi)rm  all  their  measures  to 
the  conditions  of  this  prophecy ;  putting  all  whom  they 
slaughter,  to  death  at  the  same  time,  preserving  them  un- 
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buried  in  a  public  place  where  thej  can  be  watched,  and  all 
needful  precautions  taken  against  their  being  removed,  and 
a  report  falsely  spread  that  they  have  been  restored  to  life 
and  taken  up  to  heaven ;  and  finally,  the  gathering  of  a 
crowd  at  the  predicted  time  of  their  resurrection,  that  the 
failure  may  be  so  amply  witnessed  and  verified,  as  to  place 
the  error  of  the  prophecy  or  the  construction  of  it  by  the 
martyrs,  for  ever  out  of  doubt 

The  witnesses  are  undoubtedly,  then,  to  enter  on  the  utter- 
ance of  their  testimony,  with  the  persuasion  that  their  epoch 
is  that  which  is  contemplated  by  this  prophecy ;  that  they 
are  in  that  testimony  to  finish  their  witness  against  the  apos- 
tate church ;  that  it  is  to  lead  to  their  persecution  and  mar- 
tyrdom ;  and  that  they  are,  at  the  end  of  three  years  and  a 
half,  to  be  raised  from  death  and  ascend  to  heaven.  And 
this  wholly  confutes  the  supposition  that  their  slaughter  took 
place  in  1614,  1548,  or  1686,  as  no  such  belief  was  held  by 
the  Bohemians,  the  Germans,  or  the  Waldenses,  of  the  cor- 
responding periods,  and  no  steps  answering  to  the  prediction 
were  then  taken  by  the  civil  power  or  people  to  prevent  a 
false  report  of  the  restoration  of  witnesses  to  life  or  liberty : — 
What  harm  could  have  resulted  to  the  civil  or  ecclesiastical 
persecutors  from  such  false  reports?  And  finally,  there  was 
no  completion  then  of  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  for  the 
truth.  They  continued  to  proclaim  the  great  doctrines  of 
the  gospel,  and  have  through  every  successive  period  with 
as  much  freedom  as  before. 

6.  The  error  of  theic  constructions  is  further  apparent  from 
the  consideration,  that  the  beast  by  which  the  witnesses  are 
to  be  slain,  had  not  then  risen  from  the  abyss.  The  beast 
by  which  Ihey  are  to  be  put  to  death  is  not  the  beast  fix)m 
the  sea,  which  was  to  receive  power  through  forty  and  two 
months,  but  the  beast  from  the  abyss,  or  in  the  form  it  is  to 
assume  after  the  fall  of  the  monarchies  that  have  subsisted 
since  the  institution  of  the  ten  Gothic  kingdoms,  and  the 
rise  of  an  eighth  king  or  imperial  head  of  the  empire,  and 
ten  subordinate  kings  who  are  to  give  their  power  to  him,  ' 
and  unite  with  him  in  counsel  in  his  war  on  the  kingdom  of 
Christ.  But  the  government  of  the  western  empire  had  not 
assumed  that  form  in  1614, 1648,  or  1686 ;  nor  has  it  to  the 
present  time.    The  slaughter  of  the  witnesses,  therefore^ 
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which  it  is  to  perpetrate,  cannot,  have  taken  place  at  those 
periods, 

7.  And  finally,  the  proof  of  their  error  is  completed  by 
the  fact,  that  no  fall  of  the  Turkish  power  took  place  soon 
after  1517, 1551,  or  1690,  the  periods  to  which  these  writers 
refer  the  restoration  of  the  witnesses  to  life.  The  prophecy 
announces  on  the  ascent  of  the  raised  witnesses  to  heaven, 
that  the  second  woe,  by  which  is  meant  the  domination  of 
the  Turks  over  the  Christian  population  of  the  eastern  em- 
pire— is  passed.  Had,  therefore,  the  resurrection  of  the  wit- 
nesses taken  place  in  1517,  1551,  or  1690,  it  would  have 
speedily  been  followed  by  the  fall  of  the  Turkish  empire, 
and  the  extrication  of  the  churches  of  the  Greek,  Armenian, 
Nestorian,  and  other  communions,  from  its  domination.  No 
such  events,  however,  occurred  at  those  epochs,  or  have  §ince. 
The  Turkish  empire  still  stands,  and  is  still  exercising  a  cruel 
and  debasing  tyranny  over  its  Christian  population. 

It  is  thus  apparent  that  the  views  entertained  of  the  pre- 
diction by  Cuninghame,  Faber,  and  Elliott,  are  wholly  incor- 
rect. There  is  not  a  single  feature  of  their  constructions 
that  is  not  totally  erroneous,  and  against  the  plainest  teach- 
ings of  the  prophecy.  Whether  we  look  to  the  principles  of 
analogy,  to  the  usage  of  the  Scriptures,  or  to  the  nature  of 
the  events  that  are  to  precede,  attend,  and  follow,  the  death 
of  the  witnesses,  the  evidence  is  resistless,  that  they  have 
entirely  misconceived  and  misrepresented  the  prediction. 

How  now  is  it  that  they  fell  into  this  extraordinary  misin- 
terpretation, and  with  an  undoubting  persuasion  of  their 
accuracy  ?  It  was  obviously  from  their  supposing  that  a  re- 
semblance of  any  kind,  in  a  single  particular,  is  a  sufficient 
basis  for  symbolization.  They  plainly  proceed  on  the  assump- 
tion that  rf  general  correspondence  of  the  symbol  and  that 
which  it  represents,  is  not  necessary,  but  that  all  that  the 
killing  of  the  witnesses  can  denote,  is  a  mere  prevention  of 
those  whom  they  represent  from  uttering  their  testimony. 
They  found  their  interpretation,  accordingly,  on  the  mere 
resemblance  between  a  person's  being  induced  by  penal 
enactments  and  threats  voluntarily  to  discontinue  speaking; 
and  a  person's  being  deprived  by  slaughter  of  the  physical 
jKnoer  of  speaking,  which  involves  no  resemblance  whatever 
in  the  agencies  that  are  exerted  on  them,  the  states  into  which 
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they  are  put,  or  the  grounds  of  their  silence.  The  likeness 
.that  subsists  between  them  is  thus  of  the  slightest  and 
vaguest  character,  and  presents  no  basis  whatever  for  sym- 
bolization.  It  might  as  well  be  pretended  that  a  person  who 
voluntarily  shuts  his  eyes,  stops  his  ears,  stretches  himself 
at  length  on  the  ground,  or  discontinues  the  use  of  his  hands, 
presents  a  counterpart  to  a  person  who  is  divested  by  death 
of  the  power  of  seeing,  hearing,  standing  erect,  or  moving 
his  limbs ;  as  that  an  analogy  subsists  between  one  who  vo- 
luntarily refrains  from  publicly  addressing  his  fellow  men, 
and  one  whose  silence  is  the  consequence  of  his  being  put 
tq  death.  Had  these  writers  considered  that  a  general  cor- 
respondence of  that  which  is  represented,  with  that  which 
symbolizes  it,  is  necessary : — that  not  only  must  agents  de- 
note agents,  but  acts  must  represent  acts,  states  must  repre- 
sent states,  effects  effects,  and  conditions  conditions;  that 
each  of  the  things  represented  must  be  in  its  sphere,  what 
that  is  in  its  sphere  by  which  it  is  represented ;  and  that  the 
events  and  conditions,  therefore,  that  are  foreshown  of  those 
who  are  symbolized  by  the  slain  witnesses,  must  answer  in 
all  respects  to  the  witnesses  dying,  lying  dead,  and  being  a 
raised,  so  that  the  two  correspond  either  exactly  or  analogi- 
cally throughout, — they  would  not  have  run  into  so  wild 
and  crude  a  misinterpretation  of  the  prophecy. 

Their  treatment  of  the  passage  thus  indicates  in  a  striking 
manner  their  want  of  any  clear  and  just  notion  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  symbolization,  and  of  any  settled  rule  of  interpreta- 
tion. Had  they  had  either,  they  wojild  not  have  failed  to 
see  the  untenableness  of  their  construction.  There  are  few 
of  the  symbolic  visions  that  contain  in  themselves  more  am- 
ple means  of  showing  the  nature  of  the  events  that  are 
revealed  in  them. 

It  is  indisputable  that  the  wild  beast  from  the  abyss  is  the 
symbol  of  the  civil  rulers  of  the  Western  Eoman  Empire. 
These  writers  themselves  either  directly  or  virtually  admit 
it  It  is  equally  certain  that  the  acts  of  the  beast  in  making 
war  on  the  witnesses,  vanquishing,  and  killing  them,  sym- 
bolize acts  which  those  rulers  are  to  exert  on  the  persons 
whom  the  witnesses  denote.  What  kind  of  actions,  then,  of 
the  rulers  on  the  persons  represented  by  the  witnesses,  do 
those  acts  of  the  beast  On  the  witnesses  themselves  sym- 
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bolize  ?  The  act  of  making  war  or  persecuting,  and  van- 
quishing or  bringing  them  under  their  power,  denote,  it  is 
admitted  on  all  hands,  a  real,  literal  persecution  and  van- 
quishing. That  is  the  interpretation  given  to  those  acts  by 
these  writers.  They  hold  that  it  was  by  a  literal  assault, 
defeat,  and  triumph  over  the  persons  symbolized  by  the  wit- 
nesses, that  they  were  reduced,  as  they  suppose,  to  silence. 
There  are  no  analogous  acts,  which  they  can,  consistently 
with  the  character  of  the  witnesses,  be  taken  to  denote. 
They  cannot  mean  that  the  persons  on  whom  they  were 
exerted,  were  converted  to  the  faith  of  the  rulers,  and  be- 
came their  partisans  and  abettors.  Their  death  cann<«t 
represent  such  a  change  of  faith,  disposition,  and  action. 
They  indicate,  therefore,  that  the  rulers  were  to  exert  just 
such  actions  in  kind  and  effect  towards  those  symbolized  by 
the  witnesses,  as  the  acts  of  the  beast  were,  which  he  exerted 
in  making  war  on,  and  vanquishing  the  witnesses  them- 
selves. But  if  those  two  acts  of  the  beast  denote  a  literal 
making  war  on  the  witnesses,  or  persecution  of  them,  and 
a  literal  vanquishing  them,  or  depriving  them  of  the  means 
of  self-protection,  and  subjection  of  them  to  the  power  of  the 
rulers :  then  the  beast's  act  of  killing  the  witnesses  must  also 
symbolize  a  similar  act  in  kind  and  effect  of  the  rulers  to- 
wards the  persons  whom  the  slain  witnesses  represent  No 
other  construction  is  admissible.  No  reason  can  be  given 
why  this  act  should  be  taken  as  symbolizing  an  act  differing 
from  itself  any  more  than  the  act  of  making  war  and  van- 
quishing should.  Killing  is  the  only  act  that  is  in  harmony 
with  the  acts  of  war  and  conquest  of  which  it  is  the  sequel : 
and  death  is  the  only  result  consistently  with  the  character 
<rf  the  persons  who  are  the  subjects  of  it,  to  which  the  perse- 
cution and  conquest  of  them  could  contribute.  The  killing 
their  bodies  cannot  symbolize  the  subjection  of  their  souls 
to  a  spiritual  death — which  would  be  its  import,  if  it  were 
used  on  the  principle  of  analogy — as  those  on  whom  the 
effect  denoted  by  killing  is  to  be  produced,  are  the  servants 
of  God,  who  are  to  be  raised  from  death  in  glory  and  taken 
up  to  heaven;  and  do  not,  therefore,  and  cannot  apostatize, 
or  become  spiritually  dead.  As  then  it  is  absolutely  certain 
from  the  dying  of  the  witnesses  as  GocCs  servants^  and  from 
their  subsequent  acceptance  by  him,  that  their  death  cannot 
VOL.  vn.— NO.  ui.  26 
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symbolize  a  spiritual  death  of  those  whom  they  represent,  or 
anj  similar  change  of  their  souls,  it  is  indisputably  clear 
that  the  beast's  act  of  killing,  like  its  act  of  war  and  van- 
quishing, denotes  an  act  of  the  rulers  of  identically  the 
same  kind,  and  that  the  death  it  occasions,  is  a  corporeal 
death  of  the  same  kind  as  that  of  the  slain  witnesses  by 
which  it  is  represented. 

The  other  symbols  of  the  passage  are  of  a  nature  that  ren- 
ders their  import  equally  indisputable,  and  confirms  that 
construction.    Thirteen  of  these,  besides  the  witnesses,  are 
human  pereons:  1.  The  Gentiles.    2.  The  worshippers  in 
tl^  temple.    8.  Any  man  who  wills  to  injure  the  witnesses. 
4.  Those  who  go  to  gaze  at  their  dead  bodies.    5.  The  peo- 
ple.     6.  The  tribea      7.  The  tongues.     8.  The  nations. 
9.  They  that  dwell  on  the  earth.    10.  They  on  whom  fear 
fell  when  they  saw  the  resurrection  of  the  witnesses.    11. 
Their  enemies  who  beheld  their  ascent  in  the  cloud.    12.  The 
seven  thousand  men  of  name  who  were  slain  by  the  fidl  of 
the  tenth  of  the  city.    18.  The  remnant  who  were  affrighted 
and  gave  glory  to  the  God  of  heaven.    And  in  each  of 
these  thirteen  cases,  the  persons  used  as  the  symbol,  un- 
questionably represent  human  beings  of  their  own  order. 
The  Gentiles  of  necessity  symbolize  Gentiles.    Who  else 
can  they  represent  ?    There  are  no  other  inhabitants  of  the 
globe  whom  they  can  denote.    Whom  can  the  oflferers  of  wor- 
ship in  the  temple  denote,  if  it  be  not  offerers  of  worship  in 
the  places  which  the  tempre  symbolizes  ?    Whom  can  any 
man  who  wills  to  injure  the  witnesses  represent,  if  it  be 
not  any  man  who  actuaUy  wills  to  injure  them  ?    To  attempt 
to  make  any  other  intelligent  being,  the  party  symbolized  and 
threatened  with  death  by  fire  proceeding  from  the  mouth  of 
the  witnesses,  would  be  to  convert  the  prophecy  into  a  jargon 
of  inconceivabilities  and  contradictions.   Whom  do  those  who 
go  to  gaze  on  the  dead  bodies  symbolize,  if  it  be  not  indi- 
viduals of  the  peoples,  tribes,  tongues,  and  nations  ?     Are 
there  any  other  persons  whom  they  can  represent  ?  And  whom 
do  the  peoples,  tribes,  tongues,  and  nations  to  whom  those 
individuals  belong,  represent,  if  it  be  not  the  real  people, 
tribes,  tongues,  and  nations  of  the  earth  ?    No  one  will  be 
so  absurd  as  to  pretend  that  they  can  symbolize  any  other 
order  of  beings  than  themselves.    So  also  the  dwellers  on 
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die  earth ;  they  who  are  strnck  with  fear  at  the  resurrection  of 
the  witneases ;  their  enemies  who  see  their  ascent  to  heaven; 
the  seven  thousand  men  who  are  killed  by  the  fidl  of  the 
city ;  and  the  rest  who  become  afiraid  and  give  glory  to  God, 
severally  represent  men  of  their  own  order  and  condition, 
as  there  are  no  other  beings  whom  they  can  represent. 
This  makes  it  certain,  therefore,  that  the  witnesses  also  sym- 
bolize men  of  their  own  order  and  condition ;  that  is,  witness- 
es for  God,  who  proclaim  his  word;  and  in  circumstances  that 
induce  the  rulers  who  are  symbolized  by  the  wild  beast, 
to  make  war  on  them,  and  vanquish  them.  Why  in  the  face 
of  the  fact,  that  all  the  other  human  beings  that  are  used  as 
symbols  in  the  vision  are  symbols  of  persons  of  their  own 
class  and  condition,  can  it  be  claimed  that  the  witneases  are 
not  ?  There  not  only  is  no  imaginable  reason  for  it,  but  it 
is  against  the  law  of  the  vision,  and  against  the  principles 
on  which  men  are  always  employed  as  symbols  in  circum- 
stances like  theirs,  where  no  other  symbol  can  represent 
their  peculiar  acts,  affections,  and  conditions. 

But  the  &ot  that  the  human  symbols  in  these  thirteen  in- 
stances represent  human  beings  of  their  own  class  and  con- 
dition, makes  it  certain  also  that  the  acts  that  are  severally 
ibreshown  of  them,  are  acts  of  the  same  species  as  those  of 
the  symbols  themselves  by  which  they  are  severally  repre- 
sented. This  is  so  certain,  indeed,  as  to  admit  of  no  dispute. 
What  can  the  treading  of  the  holy  city  symbolize,  but  a 
precisely  similar  treading  of  the  places  which  the  city  repre- 
sents ?  There  is  no  imaginable  act  of  a  different  kind  which 
it  can  be  supposed  to  denote.  What  can  the  offering  of 
worship  in  the  temple  symbolize,  but  the  offering  of  wor- 
ship by  those  represented  by  the  temple  worshippers,  in  the 
places  symbolized  by  the  temple  ?  No  one  will  attempt  to 
assign  it  any  other  meaning.  What  can  a  m&n's  injuring 
the  witnesses  synibolize,  but  a  man's  actually  injuring  them  ? 
Will  any  undertake  to  attach  to  it  a  different  import? 
What  can  the  looking  by  the  individuals  fix)m  the  nations 
upon  the  dead  bodies  represent,  except  a  literal  looking  on 
them?  Can  ingenuity  itself  devise  any  other  act  which  it 
can  represent  ?  What  can  the  rejoicing  of  the  dwellers  on 
the  earth,  and  making  merry,  and  sending  gifts  to  one  an- 
other, denote,  if  it  be  not  a  literal  rejoicing  and  making 
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merry,  and  sending  gifts  ?  Are  there  any  other  acts  which 
it  can  without  the  utmost  absurdity  be  pretended  they 
represent  ?  What  can  the  fear  with  which  those  were  struci 
who  saw  the  resurrection  of  the  witnesses,  symbolize,  if  it 
be  not  a  real  fear  ?  Is  there  anything  else  which  it  can  pos- 
sibly repreisent?  What  can  their  enemies  beholding  the 
ascent  of  the  witnesses  denote,  if  it  is  not  a  real  beholding 
them  ?  What  can  the  killing  of  the  seven  thousand  men  by 
the  falling  of  the  tenth  of  the  city  symbolize,  if  it  be  not  a 
real  killing  of  men  ?  And  finally,  what  can  the  flight  of  the 
rest,  and  their  giving  glory  to  God  symbolize,  if  it  be  not  a 
real  flight  and  giving  glory?  There  are  no  diflFerent  acts 
which  they  can  be  supposed  on  the  ground  of  analogy  to 
represent.  It  is  preposterous  to  imagiDc  that  in  any  of  these 
instances  the  represented  act  is  of  a  different  kind  from  the 
act  of  the  symbol  by  which  it  is  represented.  To  attempt 
to  make  them  representative  of  a  different  kind  of  acts, 
were  to  involve  the  prophecy  in  inextricable  confusion 
and  contradiction. 

But  the  fact  that  all  these  symbolic  acts  and  affections  of 
the  other  human  symbols  of  the  vision,  thus  represent  acts 
and  affections  precisely  like  themselves,  makes  it  certain  that 
the  acts  and  affections  of  the  witnesses  also  in  prophesying, 
and  in  dying,  represent  acts  and  affections  of  the  same  nature 
as  themselves ;  and  therefore  that  the  event  foreshown  of 
th&rsymbolized  witnesses  is  a  violent  death  of  the  same  kind 
as  the  corporeal  death  of  the  symbol  witnesses.  And  as 
their  death  is  to  be  real  and  literal,  so  also  must  their  lying 
unburied,  their  resurrection,  and  their  ascension  be.  These 
must  of  necessity  be  interpreted  as  used  on  the  same  principle 
of  exact  likeness,  as  the  other  human  symbolic  acts  and  affec- 
tions. No  reason  can  be  given  for  construing  them  on  a 
^different  principle.  And  there  are  no  other  states  and  events 
that  bear  to  them  an  analogy. 

The  vision  is  thus  framed  in  such  a  manner,  as,  when  tho- 
roughly analysed,  to  furnish  the  most  ample  means  of  deter- 
mining its  signification ;  and  to  render  it  absolutely  impossi- 
ble, without  contradicting  the  principles  on  which  all  its  sym- 
bols are  used,  to  interpret  the  death,  non-burial,  resurrection 
and  ascension  of  the  witnesses,  as  denoting  anything  else 
than  the  literal  death,  non-burial;  resurrection  and  ascension 
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of  those  whom  they  symbolize.  It  is  unquestionably  one  of 
the  most  clear  and  indubitable  of  the  revelations  that  are 
made  by  the  prophecy. 

The  misinterpretation  of  this  vision  led  the  writers  to 
whom  we  have  referred,  and  others,  to  a  variety  of  other 
extraordinary  errors,  and  involved  their  judgment  of  other 
parts  of  the  prophecy  in  mistake.  Thus  on  the  ground  of 
it,  Mr.  Cuninghame,  Mr.  Faber,  and  Mr.  Elliott,  imagined 
that  the  second  woe,  which  has  not  yet  passed  away,  reached 
its  end  in  1697.  Mr.  Cuninghame  and  many  others  held 
that  the  period  denoted  by  the  1260  days — and  which  has  not 
yet  expired  if  reckoned  from  the  complete  nationalization 
of  the  churches  of  the  ten  kingdoms — terminated  in  1789 ; 
that  the  seventh  trumpet  then  sounded,  that  all  the  great 
events  that  are  to  precede  the  coming  of  Christ  have  had  their 
accomplishment,  and  that  consequently  his  advent  may  be 
expected  at  any  hour.  These  mistakes  have  led  to  much 
misapprehension  and  fanaticism  in  respect  to  the  events  of  the 
last  twenty-five  years,  and  are  at  present  exerting  a  mislead- 
ing influence  on  a  large  share  of  millenarians,  especially 
abroad ;  who  seem  indeed  likely  to  continue  to  cherish  many 
&lse  expectations,  till  the  great  catastrophes  and  revolutions 
that  are  to  precede  the  persecution  of  the  witnesses,  or  pos- 
sibly that  persecution  itself,  shall  open  their  eyes  to  the  true 
signification  of  the  prophecy.  On  the  other  hand,  the  mis- 
construction by  many  an ti  millenarians,  of  the  death  of  the 
witnesses,  as  denoting  a  mere  obstruction  or  silencing  of 
them,  has  led  them  into  the  erroneous  belief  tiiat  it  has  al- 
ready been  accomplished,  and  that  no  further  persecution  is 
to  take  place  anterior  to  the  conversion  of  the  nations. 
There  is  no  part  of  the  Apocalypse  of  which  a  mistaken 
interpretation  leads  more  directly  to  a  misunderstanding  also 
of  the  nature  of  the  predicted  occurrences  that  are  immedi- 
ately to  precede  and  follow  it 

The  exposition  given  by  commentators  generally  of  the 
fiixth  vial,  is  founded  on  the  same  mistaken  notion  of  the 
principle  of  symbolization. 

*'  And  the  sixth  angel  poured  his  vial  into  the  great  river 
Euphrates ;  and  its  water  was  dried  up,  that  the  way  might 
be  prepared  of  the  kings  who  are  from  the  sun-rising."*^ 
JBev.  xvL  12« 
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BabjloDy  the  great  and  splendid  capital  of  Babylonia, 
which  is  used  in  this  prophecy  as  a  symbol  of  the  apostate 
nationalized  hierarchies  of  the  church,  was  situated  on  the 
Euphrates — the  river  passing  through  it,  and  dividing 
it  into  nearly  equal  parts.  Surrounded  by  a  wall  of  great 
height  and  strength,  and  being  found  by  the  Medes  and 
Persians  under  Cyrus  to  be  impregnable  by  a  direct  assault 
on  its  ramparts,  they  gained  access  to  it  by  the  diversion  of 
the  river  some  distance  above  into  a  basin  excavated  for  the 
purpose ;  so  that  the  besieging  army  marched  along  its  vacant 
channel  and  ascending  the  stairways  that  led  up  from  the 
water  on  either  side,  entered  through  the  open  gates  and 
conquered  the  city.  That  drying  of  the  Euphrates  by  whioh 
the  way  of  the  kings  of  the  east,  Cyrus  and  Darius^  was  pre* 

})ared  for  the  entrance  and  conquest  of  the  capital  of  Baby- 
onia,  is  the  basis  of  the  symbol  of  this  viaL  That  which  the 
Euphrates  represents,  bears  the  same  relation  to  the  body 
denoted  by  the  Babylon  of  the  prophecy,  which  the  real 
Euphrates  bore  to  the  real  Babylon  which  stood  on  its 
banks,  was  sustained  by  its  waters,  and  nourished  by  its  com- 
merce. The  event  symbolized  by  the  drying  up  of  the  water 
of  the  river,  bears  the  same  relation  to  the  conquest  and 
destruction  of  that  whioh  is  denoted  by  the  Babylon  of  the 
prophecy,  as  the  drying  of  the  real  Euphrates  by  Cyrus  bore 
to  the  conquest  of  the  real  Babylon.  Those  denoted  by  the 
kings  of  the  east,  for  whom  the  drying  of  the  river  is  to  pre- 
pare the  way,  are  to  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  the  con- 
quest of  that  which  the  symbol  Babylon  denotes,  as  that  in 
which  Cyrus  and  Darius  stood  to  the  conquest  of  the  literal 
Babylon.  But  the  Babylon  of  the  prophecy  denotes  the 
nationalized  hierarchies  of  the  church — especially  the  Catho- 
lic—and not  improbably,  at  the  time  when  the  vision  has  its 
accomplishment,  the  Catholic  will  be  the  only  hierarchies  in 
the  ten  kingdoms  that  will  be  nationalized.  The  Euphrates 
must  accordingly  denote  some  body  or  power  that  sustains  a 
relation  to  the  nationalized  hierarchies,  that  is  like  that 
which  the  Euphrates  bore  to  the  city  Babylon  which  stood 
on  its  banks — that  is,  a  body  or  power  from  which  they 
derive  their  nourishment,  their  wealth,  and  their  security. 
What  is  there  then  that  sustains  such  a  relation  to  the 
nationalized  hierarchies  ?    The  answer  is,  the  peoples  and  na-  / 
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tions  that  are  under  their  jurisdiction,  from  whom  they  derive 
their  support  and  their  power.  And  this  is  rendered  certain 
by  the  fact,  that  waters  are  interpreted  in  the  prophecy  as 
the  symbols  of  peoples,  nations,  and  languages,  that  are  the 
vassals  of  the  woman  Babylon^  who  is  also  used  in  the 
prophecy  as  the  symbol  of  the  nationalized  hierarchies. 
"And  the  waters  which  thou  sawest,  where  the  harlot — 
Babylon  the  great — sitteth,  are  peoples,  and  multitudes,  and 
nations,  and  tongues."  (Chap.  xvii.  15.)  As  the  waters  in  that 
vision,  on  the  margin  of  which  the  woman  Babylon  sat,  thus 
symbolize  the  multitudes  that  are  subject  to  her  sway,  so 
in  this  vision,  the  waters  of  the  Euphrates  that  ran  through 
the  literal  Babylon,  must  denote  the  people  and  nations  that 
are  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  hierarchies  whom  the 
material  Babylon  represents.  There  is  no  room  for  doubt 
in  respect  to  this  construction,  any  more  than  there  would 
be  if  the  interpretation  of  the  waters  where  the  woman  sat, 
had  been  expressly  given  here  as  the  meaning  of  the  waters 
of  the  Euphrates.  As  the  waters  in  each  instance  stand  in  the 
same  relation  to  Babylon,  how  can  it  be  supposed  that  that 
which  the  waters  represent  does  not  stand  in  the  same  relation 
to  the  symbolized  Babylon  ?  The  drying  of  the  Euphrates, 
therefore,  by  the  vial  must  denote  the  diversion  or  aliena- 
tion from  the  nationalized  hierarchies  of  the  populations  that 
are  under  their  jurisdiction ;  and  the  preparation  thereby  for 
the  way  of  the  kings  of  the  east  must  symbolize  an  equiva- 
lent preparation  of  the  way  by  which  the  chiefs  whom  the 
kings  of  the  east  represent,  are  to  conquer  the  hierarchies 
of  which  Babylon  is  the  symbol. 

On  these  symbols,  however,  commentators  generally,  both 
millenarian  and  antimillenarian,  place  a  wholly  different 
construction.  They  seem  not  to  have  suspected  that  the 
Euphrates  has  any  relation  to  the  Babylon  of  the  prophecy, 
and  that  its  drying  up  is  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  fall  of 
that  city  which  is  foretold  in  the  vision  of  the  eighteenth 
chapter.  Instead,  they  interpret  it  as  a  symbol  of  the  Turks 
or  Turkish  power.    Thus  Mr.  Cuninghame  says : 

^A  great  river,  in  the  language  of  sTmbols,  denotes  a  great  and 
populous  nation.  Now  it  is  held  by  all  the  ablest  writers  on  the 
Apocalypse,  that  the  river  Euphrates,  in  the  sixth  trumpet,  signifies 
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the  nation  of  the  Ottonuuis.  This  interpretation  rests,  indeed,  not  on 
human  conjecture,  but  on  the  authority  of  the  written  word.  The 
prophet  Isaiah,  speaking  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  tells  the  Jewiah 
church,  that  the  waters  of  tl^e  river  strong  and  mighty,  that  is  tbe 
river  Euphrates,  denote  the  king  of  Assyria  and  all  his  gloiy.  Con- 
sistency,  therefore,  requires  that  the  symbol  should,  both  in  the  sixth 
trumpet  and  the  vial,  be  equally  applied  to  the  Turks  or  Ottomans, 
since  they  possess  the  territories  of  ancient  Assyria.  The  drying  up 
or  evaporation  of  the  waters  of  the  Euphrates  points  out  to  us  the 
gradual  decay  of  the  Ottoman  empire  by  a  species  of  internal 
consumption,  and  not  its  overthrow  by  a  hostile  invasion ;  for  the 
figure  in  the  last  case  would  be  the  turning  of  the  waters  of  the  Eu- 
phrates into  blood.  It  is  sufficiently  apparent,  that  for  many  years 
past  the  Turkish  power  has  been  hastening  to  its  dissolution  by  an 
internal  decay  of  its  resources,  and  of  all  the  principles  of  political 
health.  It  would  also  appear,  that  its  destruction  is  hastening  on 
with  more  rapid  progress  by  the  immediate  hand  of  God,  which  is 
visible  for  some  years  past  in  the  dreadful  ravages  of  the  plague. 
We  have  evidence  before  our  eyes,  therefore,  that  this  vial  has  long 
since  begun  to  be  poured  out  in  the  mystic  Euphrates.  Who  the 
kings  of  the  east,  or  the  kings  from  the  rising  of  the  sun,  are,  for 
whom  a  way  is  to  be  prepared  by  the  exhaustion  of  the  waters  of  the 
Euphrates,  is  not  yet  certain.  As  the  event  is  yet  future,  the  accom* 
plishment  only  can  throw  light  upon  it.  The  general  opinion  is  that 
by  the  kings  of  the  east,  the  Jews  are  intended ;  but  the  lite  venerable 
Granville  Sbarpe  was  of  opinion  that  the  risen  martyrs  of  the  first 
resurrection  are  designated  by  the  appellation.  I  myself  feel  in- 
clined to  adopt  the  former  opinion,  but  I  do  not  vrish  to  speak  with 
confidence  of  the  manner  of  the  accomplishment  of  what  is  yet 
future."— Pp.  431,  432. 

This  construction,  however,  though  exhibiting  agents — the 
rirer  and  the  kings  from  the  sun-rising — as  agents;  and 
events — ^the  drying  of  the  waters,  and  preparing  the  way  of 
the  kings — as  symbolizing  events,  is  yet  altogether  erro- 
neous. 

1.  The  reason  he  gives  for  it,  drawn  from  the  sixth  trum- 
pet, is  mistaken.  He  says,  "  It  is  held  by  all  the  ablest  wri- 
ters on  the  Apocalypse  that  the  river  Euphrates  in  the  sixth 
trumpet  signifies  the  nation  of  the  Ottomans."  But  that  is 
undoubtedly  an  error.  The  river  is  not  there  exhibited  as 
overrunning  Syria,  Egypt,  Asia  Minor,  Eastern  Europe,  and 
Northern  Africa,  as  it  would  have  been,  had  it  been  the  sym- 
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bol  of  the  Turks.  Instead,  the  two  myriads  of  mjrriads  of 
the  armies  of  horsemen  are  the  symbols  of  the  Turks,  who, 
coming  from  beyond  the  Euphrates,  invaded,  conquered, 
and  devastated  the  eastern  Eoman  empire.  The  Euphrates 
was,  at  the  time  the  revelation  was  made,  the  boundary  of 
the  empire  in  the  east,  and  was  a  barrier  against  invasion ; 
and  it  was  at  that  river,  that  is,  on  its  bank,  that  the  four 
angels  who  symbolize  the  leaders  of  the  four  great  hosts  of 
the  Turkish  invaders,  were  bound.  Its  bank,  therefore,  is 
the  symbol  of  a  place,  or  a  barrier  at  the  boundary  of  the 
empire,  not  of  a  nation,  engaged  at  that  boundary  in  repel- 
ling an  invading  army.  If  moreover  the  river  were  used  in 
the  latter  relation,  it  would  symbolize  the  population  of  the 
Saracen  empire  tvest  of  the  Euphrates  who  opposed  the  incur- 
sions of  the  Turks,  not  the  Turks  themselves,  who  coming 
fjx>m  the  east  entered  and  overran  the  empire.  The  unbind- 
ing of  the  four  angels  at  the  Euphrates,  accordingly,  signifies 
the  release  of  the  Turkish  hosts  from  some  restraint  at  the 
hank  of  that  river,  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire, which  had  before  been  a  barrier  to  their  crossing  the 
stream,  and  extending  their  conquests  through  Syria,  Asia 
Minor,  and  the  North  of  Africa.  That  use  of  the  bank  of 
the  Euphrates  as  the  eastern  boundary  and  bulwark  of  the 
empire,  does  not,  therefore,  imply  at  all  that,  in  the  use  of 
ike  river  in  the  sixth  vial,  it  is  employed  as  a  symbol  of  the 
Turkish  nation.  The  symbols  are  different,  and  are  used  in 
a  wholly  different  relation  ;  the  one  of  a  place,  the  other  of 
multitudes  and  peoples,  and  nations  and  languages. 

2.  The  other  ground  on  which  he  places  his  construction 
is  equally  mistaken ;  that  the  waters  of  the  Euphrates  are 
exhibited  by  Isaiah  as  a  symbol  of  the  Assyrian  monarch 
and  his  army.  The  waters  of  the  river  are  not  used  in  that 
passage  as  a  symbol.  The  king  of  Assyria  and  his  glory 
are  merely  declared  to  be  the  waters  of  the  river  by  a  meta- 
phor. "  Now,  therefore,  behold  the  Lord  bringeth  up  upon 
them  the  waters  of  the  river  strong  and  many  ; — even  the 
king  of  Assyria  and  all  his  glory ;  and  he  shall  come  up  over 
all  his  channels,  and  go  over  all  his  banks ;  and  be  shall  pass 
through  Judah ;  he  shall  overflow  and  go  over ;  he  shall 
reach  even  to  the  neck ;  and  the  stretching  out  of  his  wings 
shall  fill  the  breadth  of  thy  land,  0  ImmanueL'*    Isaiah  viii. 
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7,  8.  It  is  thus  by  a  metapbor  that  the  king  of  Assyria  and 
his  hosts  are  declared  to  be  the  waters  of  the  river,  and  to  be 
about  to  rise  over  all  his  channels  and  overflow  his  banks — ^thal 
is,  to  pass  out  of  his  own  territories  into  Judea,  and  spread  over 
all  its  surface.  But  the  ground  on  which  a  metaphor  is  used, 
is  essentially  different  from  that  of  a  symbol.  A  metaphor, 
like  a  comparison,  may  be  founded  on  resemblance  in  a  single 
particular  ;  but  a  symbol  must  bear  a  likeness  to  that  which  it 
represents  in  all  its  general  features.  The  denomination 
therefore  of  the  king  of  Assyria  and  his  army,  the  waters 
of  the  river  by  a  metaphor,  by  Isaiah,  is  no  ground  what- 
ever for  the  assumption  -that  the  river,  when  employed  as  a 
symbol,  must  also  represent  the  Assyrian  monarch  and  his 
army.  Such  an  assumption  would  lead  to  the  most  mon* 
strous  misconstructions  of  the  sacred  word.  Does  the  deno- 
mination of  Judah  "  a  lion's  whelp,"  Gen.  xlix.  9,  by  a 
metaphor,  show  that  the  winged  liou,  Daniel  vii.  4,  is  a  sym- 
bol of  Judah  and  his  descendants?  Does  the  appropriation 
of  the  same  term  to  Ban  by  a  metaphor,  Beut  xxxiiL  22, 
make  it  incumbent  on  us  to  consider  that  winged  lion  as  a 
symbol  of  him  also  and  his  descendants  ?  Those  who  aie 
to  be  placed  on  the  left  hand  of  the  Judge,  in  the  judgment 
foretold  Matt,  xxv.,  are  called  goats  by  a  metaphor.  Boes 
that  prove  that  they  are  the  persons  symbolized  by  the  goat^ 
Baniel  viii.  21  ?  It  does,  on  the  principle  on  which  Mr.  Cun- 
inghame  proceeds  in  alleging  that  the  Euphrates,  when  used 
as  a  symbol,  must  denote  the  same  thing  as  it  denotes,  Isaiah 
viii.  7,  8,  when  employed  as  a  metaphor.  He  is  altogether 
mistaken,  therefore.  Its  use  as  a  name  of  the  king  of  Assy- 
ria and  his  armies  in  one  instance,  is  no  reason  whatever  for 
the  supposition  that  it  is  used  as  the  representative  of  that 
monarch  and  people,  when  employed  as  a  symbol. 

8.  But  apart  from  that  consideration,  the  Euphrates  can- 
not be  considered  as  the  symbol  of  the  Turkish  Sultan  and 
his  hosts,  on  the  ground  that  the  territory  of  the  Turkish 
empire  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  king  of  Assyria  at  the 
time  of  his  invasion  of  Judea.  A  large  part  of  the  Assy- 
rian empire  lay  beyond  the  Tigris,  out  of  the  bounds  of  the 
present  Turkish  empire;  while  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
Turkish  empire  lies  in  Western  Asia,  Northern  Africa,  and 
Eastern  Europe,  wholly  out  of  the  limits  of  the  Assyrian 
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empire.  The  two  are  as  distinct  firom  eaoh  other,  and  as 
unlike,  as  the  empire  of  the  Persians,  the  Greeks,  or  the 
Bomans  was,  firom  that  of  Assyria.  It  would  be  considered 
as  an  absurd  extravagance  to  treat  the  Euphrates  as  a  sym- 
bol of  the  Greeks  under  Alexander,  or  of  the  Bomans  under 
Trajan,  because  the  Euphrates  and  the  territories  between 
that  and  the  Tigris  belonged  to  the  empires  under  those 
princes;  yet  it  would  be  precisely  the  same  reason  as  that 
on  which  Mr.  Cuninghame  assumes  that  the  Euphrates,  un* 
der  the  sixth  vial,  is  the  symbol  of  the  Saltan  and  his  hosts. 
Or  i^  instead  of  that  ground,  the  mere  £Eict  that  Nineveh,  the 
capital  of  Assyria,  is  within  the  limits  of  the  Turkish  em- 
pire, is  held  to  be  a  sufficient  reason  for  denominating  the 
Turks  Assyrians,  though  the  people,  the  government,  the 
religion,  and  the  capital,  are  wholly  different  from  those  of 
Assyria :  then  the  fiact  that  Babylon,  the  ancient  capital  of 
Babylonia,  is  within  the  limits  of  their  empire,  is  an  equally 
good  reason  for  denominating  them  Babylonians :  and  the 
fact  that  Alexandria,  Seleucia,  and  Constantinople,  are  within 
their  jurisdiction,  and  the  latter  their  capital,  is  an  equal 
reason  for  denominating  them  Greeks.  It  seems  singular 
that  a  consideration  so  obvious,  and  showing  so  clearly 
the  error  of  his  construction,  did  not  occur  to  Mr.  Cuning- 
hame. 

4.  The  Turks  have  no  such  relation  to  the  hierarchies  of 
the  ten  kingdoms  of  western  Europe,  as  the  Euphrates  had 
to  Babylon.  The  decay,  accordingly,  of  the  Turkish  empire 
can  contribute  nothing  to  the  £Etll  of  those  hierarchies.  Mr. 
Cuninghame  indeed,  and  those  who  concur  with  him,  seem 
not  to  be  aware  that  the  Euphrates  has  any  connexion  with 
Babylon.  It  has  escaped  them  that  the  drying  up  of  the 
river  is  to  be  in  order  to  the  fall  of  a  great  city.  They 
make  the  drying  of  the  Euphrates,  indeed,  the  same  as  the 
decay  and  fall  of  the  Turkish  empire,  and  treat  the  latter  as 
exhausting  the  scope  of  the  symbol.  Of  the  work  to  be  done 
by  the  parties  denoted  by  the  kings  of  the  east^  for  whom  the 
drjring  of  the  river  is  to  prepare  a  way,  they  appear  to  have 
formed  no  notion.  That  there  is  to  be  a  fall  of  any  power 
besides  the  Turkish,  they  are  not  aware.  The  end  for  which 
the  Euphrates  is  dried ;  the  conquest  which  the  kings  of  the 
east  are  to  achieve  in  consequence  of  the  opening  to  them  of 
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the  channel  of  the  riyer,  is  left  by  them  ont  of  view.  An 
extraordinary  mistake  truly  I  But  that  the  drying  of  the 
Euphrates  cannot  be  the  symbol  of  the  decay  of  the  Turk- 
ish power,  is  apparent  from  the  fact  that  the-decay  and  &11 
of  that  power  cannot  contribute  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
hierarchies  symbolized  by  Babylon.  The  continued  nation- 
alization of  those  hierarchies  is  not  dependent  on  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  Turkish  empire.  No  connexion  whatever 
subsists  between  them :  nor  is  it  conceivable  that  the  tsil  of 
that  empire  should  even  indirectly  involve  the  fall  of  those 
hierarchies.  If  the  Turkish  empire  fEills,  it  will  doubtless 
£eIi11  under  the  dominion  either  of  a  northern  or  a  western 
power.  Suppose  it  to  fall  under  the  dominion  of  Bussia; 
how  could  that  open  a  way  for  the  denationalization  of  the 
churches  of  Germany,  Italy,  France,  Spain,  and  Great  Bri- 
tain ?  Suppose  it  to  fall  under  the  dominion  of  Austria, 
France,  and  Great  Britain ;  how  could  its  conquest  by  them 
affect  the  nationalization  of  the  churches  of  these  and  the 
other  kingdoms  of  Europe  ?  No  one  will  be  so  absurd  as  to 
imagine  such  an  effect  could  follow  from  it 

6.  Mr.  Cuninghame,  and  those  who  concur  with  him,  are 
in  equal  error  in  the  supposition  that  the  kings  from  the 
sun-rising  denote  the  Jews.  The  kings  fix)m  the  sun-rising, 
Cyrus  and  Darius,  are  symbols  of  chieftains  who  are  to  lead 
the  hosts  under  their  control  to  the  conquest  of  the  power 
denoted  by  Babylon.  They  are  official  persons  or  leaders 
who  head  large  bodies  of  men,  and  to  whom  the  way  to  the 
overthrow  of  the  represented  Babylon  is  opened  by  the 
alienation  from  her  of  the  people  symbolized  by  the  waters 
of  the  river.  But  the  Jews  are  not  such  chiefii.  To  suppose 
that  Cyrus  and  Darius  symbolize  the  Jews,  is  to  suppose 
them  to  be  symbols  of  a  nation  or  people,  instead  of  the 
kings  or  chiefs  of  a  people ;  which  is  to  contradict  the  prin- 
ciple of  symbolization,  and  assume  that  no  correspondence 
of  station,  office,  and  agency  need  subsist  between  the  sym- 
bol and  that  which  it  represents.  Besides,  who  can  persuade 
himself  that  the  Jews  of  the  east  or  any  other  quarter  are 
to  march  into  western  Europe,  and  denationalize  their  state 
hierarchies  ?  The  supposition  is  as  preposterous  as  it  is  con- 
tradictory to  the  laws  of  symbolization. 

This  construction  of  the  vial  is  thus  altogether  untenable. 
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Thongh  enjoying  a  general  acceptance,  there  is  not  a  single 
ooDsideration  that  yields  it  any  support 

How  is  it  now  that  these  writers  fell  into  so  singular  a 
mistake  ?    Simply  because  they  misjudged  the  principle  on 
which  symbols  are  employed:  because  they  were  wholly 
unaware  that  a  general  correspondence  must  subsist  between 
the  representative,  and  that  which  it  represents;  and  as- 
sumed that  likeness  in  any  single  respect,  no  matter  with 
what  dissimilarities  and  contradictions  in  other  particulars  it 
may  be  associated,  is  an  adequate  basis  of  symbolization. 
Accordingly,  because  there  is  a  resemblance  between  the 
drying  of  a  great  river  and  the  decay  of  a  great  people,  they 
assumed  that  the  Euphrates  is  the  symbol  of  the  Turks,  and 
its  drying  the  symbol  of  their  decline  in  number  and  power, 
although  they  present  no  counterpart  whatever  to  the  other 
elements  of  the  vision ;  no  Babylon  to  be  made  accessible 
to  a  besieging  host  by  the  evaporation  of  the  waters  of  the 
river ;  and  no  kings  to  lead  on  the  invading  army.    They 
foiget,  indeed,  that  the  drying  of  the  river  has  any  reference 
to  the  conquest  of  a  Babylon ;  and  assume,  that  the  decay 
of  the  Turkish  power^  instead  of  a  means  to  such  an  end,  is  to 
terminate  altogether  in  itsel£  They  fail  also  to  see  that,  if  the 
wasting  of  the  river  is  the  symbol  of  the  decay  of  a  great  peo- 
ple, there  yet  is  no  evidence  whatever  that  the  Turks  are  the 
people  whom  the  river  represents ;  that  Eome,  Yenice,  Ge- 
noa, Spain,  Portugal,  and  several  other  states  that  flourished 
for  a  period,  have  either  passed  away,  or  sunk  into  a  feeble- 
ness and  decrepitude  as  marked  as  that  of  the  Turks.    Had 
they  considered  that  as  both  the  Euphrates  and  Babylon  are 
used  as  symbols  in  the  prophecy,  they  must  necessarily  be 
used  in  their  natural  relation  to  each  other,  and  that  there- 
fore whatever  it  is  which  the  river  represents,  it  must  bear 
such  a  relation  to  that  which  is  represented  by  Babylon,  as 
the  literal  Euphrates  bore  to  the  literal  Babylon,  and  that  a 
general  resemblance  must  subsist  throughout  between  the 
symbol  and  that  which  it  denotes,  they  would  not  have  ven- 
tured on  a  construction  so  wholly  destitute  of  the  requisite 
correspondencies,  and  presentbg  such  extraordinary  contra- 
dictions to  the  most  important  teachings  of  the  vision. 

These  instances  exemplify  in  an  emphatic  manner,  the 
necessity  of  interpreting  the  symbols  by  their  proper  laws^ 
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in  order  to  unfold  their  true  meaning.  The  writers  to  whom 
we  have  referred,  have  not  only  been  led  into  the  grossesi 
errors  by  the  false  principles  on  which  they  proceed,  but 
if  those  principles  were  granted  them,  there  is  not  one  of 
their  constructions  that  would  have  any  claim  to  be  receiyed 
as  indisputably  true ;  as  there  are  other  events  beddes  those 
to  which  they  refer  them,  that  hare  an  equal  claim  to  be 
considered  as  their  fulfilment. 


Art.  IV.— The  Parables  of  the  New  Testament. 

in.      THE  WHEAT  AND  THE  TARES. 
Matthew  xiiL  24-80;  86-48. 

"  And  he  put  forth  another  parable  to  them,  saying :  The 
kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  a  man  who  sowed  good  seed  in 
his  field.  But  while  men  slept,  his  enemy  came  and  sowed 
tares  among  the  wheats  and  went  away.  But  when  the 
blade  sprung  up  and  brought  forth  fruit,  then  appeared  the 
tares  aJso.  And  the  servants  of  the  master  of  the  family 
came  and  said  to  him,  Sir,  didst  thou  not  sow  good  seed  in 
thy  field?  Whence  then  has  it  tares?  And  he  said  to 
them,  a  man  [that  is]  an  enenay  did  this.  And- the  servants 
said  to  him :  Wilt  thou  then  that  we  go  and  gather  them? 
But  he  said,  nay ;  lest  in  gathering  the  tares,  you  root  np 
the  wheat  with  them.  Let  both  grow  together  until  the  har- 
vest: and  at  the  time  of  the  harvest,  I  will  say  to  the 
reapers :  Gather  first  the  tares  and  bind  them  in  bundles  to 
bum  them ;  but  gather  the  wheat  into  my  gamer." 

"Then  Jesus  having  dismissed  the  multitudes,  entered 
the  house.  And  the  disciples  came  to  him  saying:  Explain 
to  us  the  parable  of  the  tares  of  the  field.  And  he  an- 
swered and  said  to  them :  He  who  soweth  the  good  seed,  )& 
the  Son  of  Man ;  the  field  is  the  world ;  and  the  good  seed 
are  the  children  of  the  kingdom.  But  the  tares  are  the 
children  of  the  wicked  one.    The  enemy  also  who  sowed 
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them  is  the  devil.  The  harvest,  moreover,  is  the  end  of  the 
age ;  and  the  reapers  are  angels.  As  therefore  the  tares  are 
gathered  and  burned  with  fire,  so  shall  it  be  at  the  end  of 
this  age.  The  Son  of  Man  shall  send  his  angels,  and  they 
shall  gather  out  of  his  kingdom  all  things  that  offend,  and 
ih^n  who  work  iniquity ;  and  shall  cast  them  into  the  fur- 
nace of  fire.  There  shall  be  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth. 
Then  the  righteous  shall  shine  as  the  sun,  in  the  kingdom 
of  their  Father.    He  who  has  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear." 

The  kingdom  of  heaven  which  is  here  likened  to  a  man 
sowing  good  seed  in  his  field,  is  not  the  visible  church,  as 
commentators  generally  represent,  but  is  Christ's  kingdom 
of  true  disciples  here  under  his  sway  and  the  plots  against 
it  of  the  deviL  This  is  seen  from  the  fact  that  the  children 
of  the  wicked  one,  who  are  represented  by  the  tares,  do  not 
belong  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  they  are  only  introduced 
among  the  children  of  the  kingdom ;  and  though  they  ex- 
ternally bear  a  semblance  to  them,  it  is  a  mere  outward 
semblance ;  they  are  in  reality  the  subjects  of  a  foreign  and 
hostile  prince,  and  are  insinuated  among  the  true  disciples 
only  for  selfish  and  mischievous  purposes. 

The  scene  of  this  kingdom,  it  is  expressly  represented,  is 
0  Mtrpui^  this  world ;  the  period  during  which  the  parable 
exemplifies  it  is  the  present  age  or  dispensation,  till  Ohrist 
comes  in  the  clouds  and  establishes  it  in  the  new  form  it  is 
to  receive,  when  the  righteous  dead  are  to  be  raised  fix)m 
the  grave,  and  shine  in  it  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament, 
and  as  the  stars  for  ever  and  ever.  (Matt  xiii  48 ;  Dan.  xii 
S;  Eev.  xx.  4-6 ;  xxii  3-5.)  And  the  relation  in  which  it  is 
exemplified,  is  the  likeness  of  Christ's  procedure  in  rear- 
ing subjects  and  conducting  his  administration  over  them, 
under  the  machinations  of  the  devil,  to  the  procedure  of 
the  master  of  a  femily,  who  sowed  only  good  seed  in  his 
field,  but  yet  allowed  the  tares  sowed  by  his  enemy  to 
remain  and  grow  with  the  wheat  till  the  harvest.  To  inter- 
pret the  parable,  we  are  to  point  out  the  analogy  of  the 
several  objects,  actors,  and  events  in  the  sphere  of  Ihe  para- 
ble to  the  corresponding  objects,  actors,  and  events  in  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  which  they  resemble. 

First:  The  analogy  of  the  master  of  the  family  to 
the  Son  of  Man.    The  miaster  of  the  &mily  was  the  lord 
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of  his  household,  and  of  his  field.  It  was  his  prero- 
gative to  direct  the  labors  of  his  servants,  and  to  deter- 
mine what  coarse  should  be  pursued  in  the  cultivation  of 
his  ground,  what  seed  should  be  sown,  and  how  it  should  be 
treated  during  the  growth  of  the  crop.  In  like  manner,  the 
Son  of  Man  is  the  monarch  of  his  kingdom  on  earth.  It  is 
his  prerogative  to  determine  who  shall  be  constituted  chil- 
dren of  lis  kingdom,  and  to  direct  the  angels,  who  are  his 
servants  in  conducting  its  affairs,  what  course  thej  are  to 
pursue  towards  the  children  of  the  kingdom,  and  towards 
the  children  of  the  devil,  who  are  intermixed  with  them. 

Secondly:  The  analogy  of  the  good  seed,  to  the  children 
of  the  kingdom.  The  master  of  the  £unily  sows  good  seed, 
and  only  good  seed,  wheat — that  which  produces  fruit,  and 
fruit  suited  to  the  end  for  which  the  field  is  cultivated.  In 
like  manner,  the  Son  of  Man  constitutes  those,  and  those 
alone,  children  of  the  kingdom,  whose  character  he  approves, 
and  who  yield  the  fruits  of  holiness ;  which  is  the  end  for 
which  he  redeems  them,  and  constitutes  them  members  of  his 
kingdom. 

Thirdly :  The  analogy  of  the  enemy  of  the  master  of  the 
field,  to  the  devil.  The  man  who  sowed  the  tares,  was  an 
enemy  to  the  owner  of  the  field ;  and  his  object  was  both  to 
injure  his  character,  and  to  obstruct,  and  if  possible  destroy 
his  crop.  He  aimed  to  bring  discredit  on  him  probably,  by 
representing  that  he  had  sown  bad  seed  in  his  field,  either 
because  he  was  indifferent  what  sort  of  fruit  it  yielded  for 
the  sustenance  of  his  family,  or  else  because  he  was  unable 
to  distinguish  between  wheat  and  tares.  He  hoped  also, 
doubtless,  to  spoil  the  crop  by  rendering  it  impossible  to 
separate  the  tares  from  the  wheat ;  or  if  they  were  allowed 
to  remain  together,  and  the  whole  were  used  for  food,  to 
make  the  master  of  the  field  responsible  for  all  the  ill  effects 
that  might  result  from  causing  his  fiimily  to  eat  such  noxious 
bread.  So  the  devil  is  prompted  by  enmity  to  the  Son  of 
Man,  in  introducing  his  wicked  partisans  among  the  chil- 
dren of  the  kingdom.  He  attempts  to  detract  from  Christ's 
wisdom  and  rectitude,  by  asserting  that  it  is  Ae,  not  his  ene- 
my, that  introduces  the  children  of  the  wicked  one  among 
the  children  of  the  kingdom,  and  representing  that  the  evil 
are  as  acceptable  to  him  as  the  good.    It  is  his  aim  to  bring 
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Christ's  kingdom,  in  appearance,  down  to  a  leyel  with  hig 
own  ;  and  thereby  in  an  equal  measure  to  misrepresent  and 
dishonor  him.  It  is  characteristic,  accordingly,  of  false 
teachers  and  apostates,  t)ie  children  of  the  wicked  one,  that 
they  profess  to  be  the  children  of  the  kingdom ;  and  claim  the 
sanction  of  Christ's  authority  for  their  false  doctrines  and  their 
wicked  deeds.  Satan  has  thus  ever  represented  Christ  as 
responsible  for  all  the  impious  errors  and  atrocious  practices 
of  the  apostate  church — saint-worship,  idolatry,  the  mass, 
the  legalization  of  sin,  the  suppression  of  the  Scriptures,  per- 
secution— ^and  thereby  cast  infinite  dishonor  on  his  name; 
and  he,  not  improbably,  has  hoped  to  confound  the  two  so 
eflFectually,  that  no  separation  could  be  made  of  the  true  from 
the  false,  that  should  not,  in  appearance  at  least,  be  ob- 
noxious to  the  charge  of  injustice. 

Fourthly :  The  analogy  of  the  tares  to  the  children  of  the 
wicked  one.  The  tare  is  a  Syrian  plant,  it  is  generally  held, 
that  closely  resembles  wheat  in  stalk,  leaves,  and  color ;  that 
yields  a  seed,  however,  that  may  be  distinguished  from 
wheat,  and  that  is  noxious;  producing  dizziness.  The 
tares  therefore,  notwithstanding  their  external  resemblance, 
were  essentially  different  in  nature  from  the  wheat;  and 
their  intermixture  with  it  was  in  every  relation  injurious.  It 
reflected  dishonor  on  the  owner  of  the  field,  so  fer  as  the  fiilse 
belief  prevailed  that  he  deliberately  sowed  the  tares  with  the 
wheat.  They  obstructed  the  growth  of  the  wheat,  by  usurp- 
ing a  portion  of  the  strength  and  moisture  of  the  soil ;  and 
if  the  seed  was  allowed  to  remain  intermixed  with  the  wheat 
at  the  harvest,  it  rendered  the  use  of  the  wheat  itself  unsafe, 
and  made  the  whole  unfit  either  for  consumption  or  sale. 
They  thus  present  in  their  sphere  a  striking  resemblance  to 
the  children  of  the  wicked  one  in  theirs.  The  children  of 
the  wic4ced  one  are  radically  different  from  the  children  of 
the  kingdom,  among  whom  Satan  introduces  them.  They 
are  defined  by  Christ,  in  his  explanation  of  the  parable,  as 

wtitTet  Ttt  ne«f^«AdC,  xm  r«v(  wfvfttti  W»  «fi^i«f,   they  who   CaUSe 

others  to  stumble,  and  who  practise  iniquity,  or  act  lawlessly. 
They  are  false  teachers  therefore,  and  artful  tempters,  who 
betray  others  into  fatal  error  and  revolt,  and  who  disregard, 
pervert,  and  set  at  naught  the  law  of  God.  They  are  not 
harmless,  uninfluential  persons,  but  are  active  and  studied 
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misoldef-makera,  whose  genius  and  aim  are  to  plot  against 
those  around  them^  and  endeavor  to  betray  them  to  apostasy. 
They  belong  accordingly  to  the  class  whom  Peter  denomi- 
nates '*  the  men  that  are  impious,"  for  whose  destruction  the 
earth  and  air  are  reserved  unto  fire.  Such,  preeminently,  has 
been  the  character  of  the  corrupt,  usurping,  and  persecuting 
teachers  of  the  Catholic  and  Greek  churches  through  every 
period  of  their  career,  and  in  a  large  d^ree  also  of  the 
crowds  whom  tbey  have  drawn  to  their  ranks  and  imbued 
wiik  their  principles ;  and  such  has  been  the  character  of  the 
£Eklse  teachers  of  the  Protestant  church  from  the  Beformation 
to  the  present  day.  Their  very  business  is  to  cause  others  to 
stumble,  enthral  themselves  in  &tal  heresies,  and  plunge  into 
ain ;  and  they  themselves  exemplify  the  lawlessness  and 
iniquity  into  which  they  lead  their  disciples.  Among  them 
are  the  deniers  of  the  authority  of  the  Scriptures,  the  renewing 
power  of  the  Spirit,  the  reality  of  the  atonement,  the  justifi- 
cation of  men  by  grace  through  faith,  the  necessity  of  reno- 
vation and  pardon,  the  future  punishment  of  the  wicked,  the 
personality  of  God,  and  other  fundamental  truths.  Their 
intermixture  with  the  children  of  the  kingdom  would  also, 
liko.  the  tares  among  the  wheat,  be,  if  allowed  to  continuei 
irholly  &tal  to  the  object  of  the  institution  of  the  kingdom. 
It  would  be  infinitely  dishonorable  to  God,  and  overcloud 
for  ever  the  glory  of  the  work  of  redemption,  if  he  were  to 
accept  and  treat  these  children  of  the  wicked  one  as  the 
genuine  children  of  the  kingdom.  For  as  it  would  be  to 
deliver  them  from  the  punishment  of  sin,  without  redeeming 
them  from  its  dominion,  it  would  be  to  sanction  and  reward 
them  as  evil.  It  would  make  the  kingdom  of  God  on  earth 
also  a  source  of  injury,  instead  of  good,  to  his  other  obedient 
subjects,  as  it  would  shroud  his  perfections  in  darkness,  raise 
rebellion  to  a  level  with  obedience  in  its  rewards,  and  fill  his 
children  in  every  part  of  his  realms  with  doubt,  apprehen- 
sion, and  despair,  and  betray  them  not  improbably  into 
revolt. 

Fifthly:  The  resemblance  of  the  enemy's  procedure,  who 
sowed  the  tares,  to  that  of  Satan  in  introducing  his  emissaries 
among  the  children  of  the  kingdom.  It  was  while  men  slept 
that  the  enemy  of  the  owner  pf  the  field  came  and  sowed 
the  tares*    This  was  cbiefiyi  doubtless,  to  avoid  prevention. 
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Had  he  gone  in  open  day  to  perpetrate  the  mischief,  he 
would  have  been  observed,  and  intercepted.  The  disguise 
of  night,  seoresj,  was  indispensable  to  the  success  of  the  first 
step  of  his  malicious  scheme.  It  was  necessary  also  in  order 
that  the  presence  of  the  tares  might  not  be  discovered  till  it 
was  too  late  to  root  them  up,  and  that  he  might  more  suc- 
cessfully propagate  the  report  that  it  was  the  owner  of  the 
field  himself  that  had  sowed  them.  And  it  is  in  like  man- 
ner by  stealth  and  under  the  disguise  of  fisdse  names  and 
fiJse  professions  that  Satan  introduces  his  emissaries — ^the 
propagators  of  &lse  doctrines  and  corrupt  principles  and 
manners,  into  the  church.  It  is  when  men  are  asleep ;  when 
they  are  put  off  their  guard  by  hypocritical  professions  of 
the  truth,  showy  pretexts  of  reformation,  and  other  artM 
disguises  of  their  real  character,  that  he  intrudes  his 
agents  among  the  children  of  the  kingdom.  And  they  are 
prevented  by  these  arts  from  suspicion,  and  remain  unaware 
of  what  is  happening,  till  it  is  too  late  to  intercept  the  mis- 
chief This  is  exemplified  at  the  present  time.  Whoever 
inquires  into  the  history  of  the  fSdse  teachers  in  the  churches 
of  this  country,  who  have  led  trains  of  followers  into  &tal 
error,  will  find  that  with  scarce  an  exception  they  entered 
the  church  in  the  garb  of  believers  and  teachers  of  the  very 
truths  which  they  at  length  rejected  and  assailed;  and  that  it 
was  owing  to  their  concealing  their  real  sentiments  while 
they  were  insinuating  them  into  the  minds  of  their  disciples^ 
that  the  children  of  the  kingdom  were  prevented  from  openly 
exposing  them,  till  they  had  gained  such  a  body  of  adher* 
ents  that  their  extermination  became  impossible.  Such  was 
the  fitct  with  those  who  deny  the  deity  of  Christ ;  with  those 
who  deny  God's  power  to  renew  or  influence  the  mind^  and 
make  that  denial  the  ground  of  their  doctrine,  that  he  can- 
not  exclude  sin  from  his  kingdom,  or  secure  any  of  his . 
creatures  from  apostasy;  with  the  disciples  of  Coleridge, 
Schelling,  Schleiermacher,  and  others  of  the  German  pan- 
dxeistic  school,  who  are  now  zealously  propagating  the 
deadly  principles  of  that  scheme ;  and  with  the  crowd  in  * 
the  Protestant  communions  who  have  become  disciples  of 
Boman^p^  l^ot  one  of  these  parties  openly  avow^  their 
peculiar  sentiments  at  first.  The  leaders  and  disciples  of  the 
last  three  are  now  accustomed  to  disavow  their  fiEdse  doo- 
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trines  and  profess  the  system  which  thej  reject,  whenever  it 
is  thought  necessary  to  lull  suspicion,  and  enable  them  more 
securely  to  retain  the  positions  and  reputation  that  are 
needed  to  give  diflPusion  to  their  errors.  Their  tactics  are 
notoriously  after  the  working  of  Satan,  with  all  power  and 
signs  and  lying  wonders,  and  with  all  deceivableness  of 
unrighteousness.  And  in  this  feature  they  are  distinguished 
in  the  clearest  manner  from  the  children  of  the  kingdom. 
No  great  truth  of  Christianity  was  ever  introduced  into  the 
church  by  stealth,  or  after  having  been  lost  or  forgotten,  was 
ever  recalled  to  the  faith  of  true  believers  by  trick  and 
cabal ;  and  no  generation  of  the  pious  was  ever  led  into  the 
kingdom  by  artifice  and  deception.  The  children  of  the 
kingdom  "  are  the  children  of  the  light  and  the  children  of 
the  day,  not  of  the  night  nor  of  darkness ;"  they  do  not  need 
the  arts  of  concealment  and  treachery  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  their  purposes. 

Sixthly :  The  analogy  of  the  servants  of  the  master  of  the 
fiimily,  and  the  angels.  The  owner  of  the  field  did  not  indi- 
cate any  surprise  on  being  informed  that  tares  were  inter- 
mixed with  the  wheat  which  he  had  sown.  He  knew  that 
he  had  an  enemy  that  was  capable  of  endeavoring  to  injure 
him  by  mixing  the  noxious  fruit  of  that  plant  with  the 
grain  which  was  to  be  the  food  of  his  household.  But  his 
servants,  knowing  that  the  seed  that  was  sown  by  their  mas- 
ter was  good,  were  surprised  at  the  appearance  of  the  tares,  and 
seem  to  have  supposed  that  the  wisest  course  of  procedure 
was  immediately  to  root  them  out.  T^at  it  would  be  best  to 
allow  them  to  grow  together  till  harvest,  they  did  not  dis- 
cern. There  is  no  direct  indication  by  Christ  that  in  these 
relations,  as  well  as  in  their  office  as  reapers,  they  are  repre- 
sentatives of  the  angels.  It  is  not  improbable,  however,  that 
the  angels  were  in  like  manner  surprised  at  first  at  the  inter- 
mixture of  the  children  of  the  devil  with  the  children  of  the 
kingdom,  and  that  had  it  been  referred  to  them,  they  would 
have  thought  it  best  immediately  to  remove  them,  and  con- 
sign them  to  their  appropriate  reward.  The  great  ends  that 
are  answered  by  their  being  allowed  to  live  together,  and 
unfold  and  display  their  characters,  may  not  have  lain  within 
their  grasp.  The  long  delay  of  the  work  of  redemption,  and 
the  gradual  steps  by  which  it  is  accomplished,  we  are  told. 
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engage  their  earnest  contemplation  and  study,  and  excite 
tfieir  wonder. 

Seventhly :  The  analogy  of  the  procedure  of  the  owner 
of  the  field,  in  allowing  the  tares  to  remain  and  grow  with 
the  wheat  till  the  harvest,  to  Christ's  permitting  the  children 
of  the  wicked  one  to  live  intermixed  with  the  children  of  the 
kingdom,  through  the  ♦present  age.  The  reason  given  by 
the  master  of  the  family  for  not  allowing  his  servants  to 
attempt  to  gather  the  tares  from  the  wheat  was,  that  they 
would  root  up  the  wheat  along  with  them,  and  would  thereby 
destroy  the  crop  more  effectually  than  the  presence  of  the 
tares  could.  And  this  implies  that  the  separation  of  the 
children  of  the  devil  from  the  children  of  the  kingdom 
during  the  present  age,  would  requirer  such  measures,  and 
involve  such  an  administration  as  would  preclude  the  great 
ends  that  are  pursued  in  this  part  of  the  divine  administra- 
tion, of  which  one  of  great  moment  is,  the  exemplification 
by  severe  trials  of  the  principles  and  affections  of  the  two 
classes ;  verification  of  the  grounds  on  which  God  proceeds 
in  the  work  of  redemption;  and  preparation  thereby  for  the 
gift  of  renovation  and  pardon  at  length  to  the  race  at  large 
who  are  to  live  during  Christ's  millennial  reign,  and  through 
the  ages  that  are  to  follow  the  second  resurrection,  without 
putting  them  to  similar  trials.  These  great  demonstrations 
are,  undoubtedly,  as  indispensable  to  the  administration  that 
is  then  to  be  established,  as  the  continuance  of  the  wheat  in 
the  ground  was  to  its  growth,  flowering,  and  maturing  its 
fruit,  in  order  to  the  harvest  For  if  there  were  no  thorough 
proof  made  that  those  whom  God  adopts  and  rewards  as  his 
children,  are  truly  such ;  if  they  were  not  placed  in  circum- 
stances in  which  they  were  led  to  the  most  decisive  manifes- 
tations of  their  fidelity,  how  would  it  be  seen  by  the  universe 
who  witness  his  procedure  that  they  are  indubitably  his 
children  ?  And  if  the  children  of  the  wicked  one  were  sub- 
jected to  no  trials,  by  which  the  contrast  of  their  hearts  to 
those  of  the  children  of  the  kingdom  was  made  apparent, 
how  would  it  be  clear  that  the  judgment  they  are  to  receive 
is  not  unjust?.  This  proof,  which  is  thus  taking  place  under 
the  present  dispensation,  that  all  who  are  renewed  are  the 
true  children  of  God,  and  that  all  who  remain  unrenewed 
are  his  enemies,  is  thus  indispensable  to  the  vindication  of 
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the  judgments  he  is  to  pronounce  on  those  who  are  subjected 
to  these  tests  of  their  character  ;  and  still  more  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  differing  administration  that  is  to  follow,  when 
men  are  no  longer  to  be  put  to  such  tests,  but  are  to  be 
renewed,  and  exempted  from  the  assaults  of  Satan  and  the 
corrupting  influence  of  evil  men,  and  maintained  in  spotless 
virtue  and  undisturbed  peace.  * 

Eighthly :  The  analogy  of  the  time  of  the  harvest  of  the 
wheat  and  tares,  to  the  time  of  the  separation  and  judgment 
of  the  two  classes  of  men  whom  they  represent.  The  har- 
vest of  the  wheat  was  to  take  place  when  it  was  ripe.  To 
cut  it  either  earlier  or  later,  would  have  been  to  lose  the  crop. 
The  moment  when  it  had  reached  perfect  maturity,  was  the 
time  when  it  was  to  be  reaped  in  order  to  secure^  in  its  great- 
est measure,  the  objects  of  its  growth.  So  there  is  to  be  a 
period  when  the  manifestations  that  are  making  in  the  pre* 
sent  dispensation  will  have  reached  a  point,  that  will  make 
it  equally  necessary  that  the  Son  of  Man  should  come,  assume 
the  sceptre  of  the  world,  separate  the  evil  from  the  good  that 
have  before  lived  intermingled  with  each  other,  and  assign 
them  their  several  rewards.  The  ends  to  be  effected  by  the 
dispensation  of  this  age  will  be  accomplished,  and  the  way 
prepared  for  the  far  differing  and  more  gracious  administra- 
tion that  is  to  be  exercised  by  Christ  in  his  personal  reign ; 
BO  that  it  will  be  as  truly  and  obviously  the  fit  period  for  his 
coming,  judging  the  nations,  and  placing  those  who  are  to 
live  under  his  millennial  sceptre,  under  a  new  government, 
as  it  was  that  the  time  when  the  wheat  had  reached  maturity, 
was  the  proper  time  for  harvesting  it  and  placing  it  in  the 
gamer. 

Ninthly :  The  analogy  of  the  gathering  and  burning  of 
the  tares  to  the  separation  and  destruction  of  the  children  of 
the  wicked  one.  The  reapers,  who  were  the  servants  of  the 
owner  of  the  field,  were  the  agents  in  collecting  and  bum* 
ing  the  tares,  and  in  gathering  the  wheat  into  the  garner. 
And  so  at  the  end  of  the  age,  the  angels  are  to  be  the  agents 
to  collect  the  wicked  and  consign  them  to  punishment ;  and 
of  gathering  together  the  elect  also,  we  are  told  by  Christy 
Matt.  xxiv.  81,  for  acceptance  and  admission  into  the  millen- 
nial kingdom.  How  the  tares  were  to  be  separated  from  the 
wheat,  so  that  no  share  of  the  one  should  remain  intermixed 
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with  the  other,  we  are  not  informed;  but  as  it  was  to  be  th« 
work  of  the  reapers,  it  implies  that  the  two  were  perfectly 
distinguishable  from  eaeh  other,  and  that  the  reapers  were 
aware  of  their  respective  characteristics.  So  how  the  angels 
are  to  separate  the  children  of  the  kingdom  from  the  chil* 
dren  of  the  wicked  one,  we  are  not  told ;  but  as  it  is  to  be 
their  work,  it  implies  that  the  two  are  to  be  perfectly  distin- 
guishable, and  that  the  angels  are  to  be  aware  of  their  re- 
spective characteristics. 

Tenthly:  The  resemblance  of  the  disposition  that  was  to 
be  made  of  the  tares  and  wheat  to  the  rewards  of  the  evil 
and  the  righteous.  The  tares  were  to  be  gathered  together 
and  burned,  as  not  simply  valueless  but  noxious ;  while  the 
wheat  was  to  be  gathered  into  the  garner,  and  appropriated  to 
the  usesfor  which  it  was  raised.  So  the  children  of  the  wicked 
one  are  to  be  gathered  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  consigned 
to  punishment,  not  simply  as  unsuited  to  be  subjects  of  the 
kingdom,  but  as  positively  hostile  and  noxious  to  it  Of  the 
disposition  to  be  then  made  of  the  children  of  the  kingdom 
nothing  is  directly  said.  On  the  removal  of  the  children  of 
the  wicked  one  &om  among  them,  the  way  will  be  prepared 
for  the  institution  of  the  millennial  state  into  which  they  are 
to  enter.  And  then  in  that  kingdom  of  which  they  are  the 
children,  the  righteous,  by  whom  are  doubtless  meant  the 
risen  and  glorified  dead,  are  to  *'  shine  as  the  sun."  That 
the  righteous  who  are  then  to  shine,  are  not  the  living  chilr 
dren  of  the  kingdom  from  whom  the  living  wicked  are  to  be 
separated,  is  indicated  by  their  shining  in  the  kingdom,  of 
which  the  living  nations  are  to  be  subjects  (Dan.  viiL  14^ 
27).  And  that  they  are  to  be  the  risen  saints  is  shown  Dan. 
xil  2,  from  which  it  is  seen  that  it  is  they  that  be  wise,  and 
they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness,  that  are  to  shine  as 
the  brightness  of  the  firmament,  and  as  the  stars  for  ever  and 
ever;  atid  therefore  that  they  are  to  be  risen  and  glorified 
saints,  at  least  mainly ;  as  those  of  that  character  among 
them  will  be  far  more  numerous  than  among  the  living. 

That  the  risen  saints  are  to  reign  with  Christ  in  his  millen- 
nial kingdom,  and  are  to  shine  with  glory — is  shown  also,  1 
Corin.  xv.  42-44;  Matt.  xvii.  2;  2  Peter  i.  16;  Bev. 
XX.  4-6. 

This  parable  thus  exemplifies  all  the  laws  of  the  figure ; 
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agents  representing  agents ;  living  things  in  the  sphere  of 
the  parable,  living  beings  in  the  sphere  which  the  parable 
is  employed  to  illustrate;  acts  denoting  acts;  conditions, 
conditions;  characteristics,  characteristics;  and  effects, 
effects.  Its  express  office  is,  to  illustrate  the  kingdom  of 
God  during  the  present  age  or  dispensation,  and  the  great 
truths  which  it  teaches,  are : 

1.  That  Satan  is  waging  a  war  on  God  and  his  kingdom, 
and  endeavoring  to  dishonor  and  obstruct  him  in  the  work 
of  redemption. 

2.  That  he  proceeds  with  great  art  in  his  plots ;  one  of 
the  principal  means  he  employs  to  accomplish  his  end  being, 
to  introduce  his  treacherous  and  malignant  emissaries  among 
the  children  of  the  kingdom,  that  he  may  make  the  king- 
dom itself  apparently  unworthy  of  God,  fill  it  with  error 
and  sin,  and  involve  it  in  apostasy.  All  the  great  false 
teachers  in  the  church,  all  those  who  make  it  their  business 
to  tempt  others  to  &tal  errors  and  sins,  are  his  children ;  no 
matter  who  they  are,  nor  what  are  their  professions,  their 
stations,  or  the  communions  to  which  they  belong,  iif  they 
are  teaching  a  false  gospel,  and  betraying  men  into  apos-* 
tasy,  they  are  the  children  of  the  wicked  one ;  they  owe 
their  introduction  among  the  children  of  the  kingdom  to 
Satan's  agency,  and  they  are  working  his  will.  A  terrible 
truth  to  those  who  are  employing  themselves  in  endeavor- 
ing to  subvert  the  great  doctrines  of  the  Bible  and  propa- 
gate false  systems  in  their  place  I  Who  can  doubt  that  they 
belong  to  this  class,  who  are  engaged  in  teaching  the  im- 
pious errors  of  Romanism?  Who  can  doubt  that  they 
belong  to  it,  who  are  proclaiming  the  dogmas  of  modern 
idealism  and  pantheism  as  the  doctrines  of  Christianity,  ex- 
alting reason  above  revelation,  and  making  a  god  of  man? 
Who  can  doubt  that  they  belong  to  it,  who  deny  that  God 
is  able  to  constitute  men  the  children  of  his  kingdom  by 
giving  them  a  new  character,  reject  the  doctrine  of  the 
renovaticm  of  the  heart  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  maintain 
that  the  principle  from  which  the  saved  and  the  lost  act,  is 
identically  the  same  ?  A  terrible  truth  also  to  them,  who, 
while  professing  to  reject  the  errors  of  these  false  teachers, 
yet  utter  no  protest  against  their  perversions  and  denials  of 
the  gospel,  but  countenance  and  uphold  them  i|L  their  &lse 
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teachings,  and  claim  for  them  the  character  of  true  ministers 
of  Christ  I  It  is  not  a  mark  of  good  husbandmen,  not  to  be 
able  to  tell  tares  from  wheat,  when  their  respective  charac- 
teristics are  fully  unfolded.  It  is  not  a  sign  of  the  children 
of  the  kingdom,  not  to  be  able  to  distinguish  those  who 
belong  to  their  class  from  the  children  of  the  devil ! 

3.  That  there  are  ends  to  be  answered  by  the  present 
administration  in  which  the  evil  are  allowed  to  }ive  inter- 
mixed with  the  children  of  the  kingdom,  that  are  as  essen- 
tial in  the  great  scheme  of  redemption  that  is  to  be  pursued  in 
the  ages  that  are  to  follow  this,  as  the  continued  growth  of 
the  tares  among  the  wheat  was,  to  the  husbandman's  finally 
securing  the  crop  of  grain  at  which  he  aimed.  And  those 
ends,  doubtless,  are  such  demonstrations  that  the  renewed 
are  truly  the  steadfast  children  of  God,  and  that  the  un- 
renewed are  truly  his  enemies,  as  will  supersede  the  neces- 
sity of  a  continued  proof  of  it  by  subjecting  them  to  simi- 
lar trials  after  Christ  comes,  and  render  it  safe  to  extend  sal- 
vation to  the  whole  of  the  nations  through  the  long  round 
of  ages  denoted  by  the  thousand  years  of  the  saints'  reign. 
How  worthy  of  God's  wisdom  will  this  great  measure  of  his 
government  which  now  seems  so  mysterious  then  appear ! 
It  was  in  view  of  it  in  its  relations  to  the  Israelites,  that  the 
apostle  exclaimed,  "  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the 
knowledge  and  the  wisdom  of  God  I  How  unsearchable  are 
his  judgments,  and  his  ways  past  finding  out  I" — Rom.  xi.  83. 

4.  This  intermixture  of  the  children  of  the  wicked  one 
with  the  children  of  the  kingdom,  is  to  continue  through  the 
present  age,  which  is  to  terminate  at  Christ's  second  com- 
ing, and  only  to  that  time.  The  wicked  are  then  to  be 
gathered  from  among  the  children  of  the  kingdom,  and  con- 
signed to  destruction ;  and  no  others  are  thereafter  to  be 
substituted  in  their  place ;  and  because  Satan  himself,  also, 
is  then  to  be  bound  and  imprisoned  in  the  abyss,  and  no 
longer  be  able  to  seduce  the  nations,  and  introduce  his  emis- 
saries among  the  true  worshippers — Rev.  xx.  1-8 — all  peo- 
ple, nations,  and  languages  are  then  to  become  obedient  to 
the  reign  of  Christ,  and  the  world  be  filled  with  righteous- 
ness and  peace. 

6.  The  parable  teaches  therefore  in  the  most  explicit  man- 
ner, that  the  conversion  of  the  nations  and  redemption  of 
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the  world  is  not  to  take  place  under  the  present  dispensa- 
tion, or  anterior  to  Christ's  second  advent  No  separation 
of  the  evil  from  the  children  of  the  kingdom  is  to  take  place 
till  he  comes.  They  are  to  continue  intermixed,  as  they 
now  are,  and  have  been  through  the  ages  that  are  passed, 
till  that  epoch.  The  nominal  church  is  in  a  large  measure 
to  be  antichristian  ;  it  is  to  be  crowded  with  false  teachers 
and  doers  of  iniquity,  as  it  has  been  from  generation  to 
generation  for  eighteen  centuries;  and  then  these  hostile 
hosts,  instead  of  being  converted,  are  to  be  gathered  out  of 
the  kingdom,  and  consigned  to  the  realms  of  despair.  The 
notion  generally  entertained,  that  the  millennium  is  to  be 
introduced  by  a  gradual  conversion  of  the  world  by  the 
agencies  that  are  now  used  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel,  not 
only  has  no  authority  from  the  word  of  God,  but  is  in  the 
most  open  contradiction  to  its  explicit  teachings. 

6.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is,  after  Christ's  advent,  still  to 
continue  inthis  world,  and  to  assume  a  far  more  glorions 
form.  There  is  not  a  hint  in  the  parable,  nor  in  any  other 
part  of  the  word  of  God,  that  it  is  then  to  be  transferred  to 
anpther  sphere ;  but  Christ  expressly  teaches  that  it  is  in  this 
kingdom  out  of  which  the  tares  are  to  be  gathered,  that  the 
righteous  are  then  to  shine  as  the  sun :  and  it  is  foreshown 
in  Daniel  vii.  13, 14,  that  Christ  is  then  to  assume  the  throne 
of  this  world,  that  all  people,  nations,  and  languages  may 
serve  him ;  and  that  his  kingdom  here  is  to  continue  for  ever 
and  ever. 

rv.     THE  MUSTARD  SEED. 
Matt  xiii.  81,  82.   Mark  iv.  8(V-82.   Luke  ziii.  18,  19. 

*'  And  he  put  forth  another  parable  to  ihem,  saying:  The 
kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  a  grain  of  mustard  seed  which,  a 
man  took  and  sowed  in  his  field ;  which  indeed  is  the  least 
of  all  seeds ;  but  when  it  is  grown,  it  is  the  greatest  among 
herbs,  so  thaft  the  birds  of  the  air  come  and  pitch  their  tents 
[that  is,  build  their  nests]  in  the  branches  of  it"  Matt  xiil 
81,  82,  •"  And  he  said :  To  what  shall  we  liken  the  king- 
dom of  IJod^  br  with  what  similar  thing  shall  we  compare 
it  ?    It  is  libe  a  jjraiti  of  mustard  seed,  which  when  it  is 
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sown  in  the  earth  is  lesd  than  all  the  seeds  that  are  [sown]  in 
the  earth.  But  when  it  is  sown  it  grows  np  and  becomes 
the  greatest  of  all  the  herbs,  and  puts  out  great  branches,  so 
that  the  fowls  of  the  air  may  erect  their  tents  [that  is,  build 
their  nests]  under  its  shade."    Mark  iv.  80-82. 

This  parable  is  designed  to  exemplify  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  in  a  different  relation  from  that  of  the  wheat  and 
tares.  That  shows  that  the  children  of  the  wicked  one  are 
to  contintle  mixed  with  the  children  of  the  kingdom  through 
the  whole  of  the  present  dispensation  ;  at  the  close  of  which 
Christ  is  to  come.  The  disciples  might  therefore  have  in* 
ferred  from  it^  perhaps,  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven  was  to 
remain  in  a  very  feeble  and  depressed  condition  throughout 
that  long  period.  To  preclude  that  apprehension,  Christ 
teaches  in  this  parable  that  though  it  was  to  be  small  at  its 
commencement,  it  was  gradually  to  advance  in  size,  and  at 
length  to  become  great  and  powerful.  The  points  of  its  re- 
semblance are  its  smallness  at  its  institution ;  the  magnitude 
to  which  it  was  to  rise ;  and  the  shelter  it  was  to  yield. 

First :  Their  likeness  in  the  smallness  of  the  germ  from 
which  they  spring.  The  mustard  seed  is  one  of  the  smallest 
of  the  seeds  that  are  sown  by  men ;  and  were  one  to  reason 
from  it  to  the  nature  of  its  stalk,  he  might  naturally  infer 
that  so  slight  a  seminal  particle  could  only  shoot  up  a  low 
and  slender  plant  Were  the  stem  and  branches  only  pro- 
portional to  the  seed,  it  would  be  one  of  the  smallest  of  the 
herbs  which  men  cultivate. 

So  the  kingdom  of  heaven — that  is  the  body  of  believers 
in  Christ  and  subjects  of  his  rule  as  the  king  of  the  ran« 
somed,  was  at  its  institution  immediately  before  his  ascension, 
the  slightest  of  all  the  societies  of  men  that  have  a  prince  at 
their  head,  whose  office  it  is  to  rule  men.  It  was  far  less 
proportionably  in  that  sphere,  than  the  mustard  seed  was  in 
the  sphere  of  culinary  seeds.  At  the  first  meeting  of  Christ 
with  his  disciples  after  his  resurrection,  there  appear  to  have 
been  but  eleven.  They,  however,  were  but  a  part  of  the 
company  of  believers.  The  assembly  also,  soon  after  his  as- 
cension, in*  which  there  were  a  hundred  and  twenty,  com- 
prised but  a  part  of  those  who  had  then  embraced  the  faith, 
as  Paul  states  that  on  an  occasion  previous  to  his  ascension, 
he  was  seen  ''of  above  five  hundred  brethren  at  once." 
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Bat  this,  even  after  the  accession  that  took  place  at  the  day 
of  Pentecost,  considered  as  the  germ  of  a  kingdom,  was  im- 
measurably less  than  any  other  kingly  organization  at  its 
commencement,  that  ever  rose  to  power.  No  other  great 
personage,  ever,  at  the  assumption  of  his  throne,  had  so 
dight  a  train  of  followers  "ss  Jesus,  the  prince  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  on  the  earth.  His  subjects, 
compared  to  those  of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  especially 
of  the  monarch  of  the  Roman  empire  at  that  epoch,  was 
proportionately  far  less  in  size  than  the  mustard  seed  is  among 
the  seeds  which  men  cultivate  in  their  gardens  and  fields. 
Who,  looking  at  the  small  number  of  his  followers,  their 
humble  rank,  and  their  destitution  of  the  qualities  that  are 
usually  requisite  to  attract  the  respect  and  favor  of  men, 
would  have  deemed  it  probable  that  they  would  ever  become 
a  great  and  commanding  body  ? 

Secondly :  The  likeness  of  the  size  and  strength  to  which 
they  attain.  The  mustard  seed,  notwithstanding  its  small- 
ness,  and  the  slightness  apparently  of  'the  vital  energy  which 
it  contains,  shoots  up  a  tall  and  vigorous  stem,  and  sends  out 
on  every  side  branches  so  large  that  it  resembles  a  tree.  In 
like  manner  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  the  body  of  believers 
in  Christ,  though  so  small,  and  seemingly  uninfluential  at 
first,  in  the  lapse  of  a  few  years  became  a  very  numerous 
community  in  Jerusalem  and  Judea,  and  soon  began  to  send 
out  branches  into  the  neighboring  kingdoms ;  first  into  Sy- 
ria, Egypt,  Arabia ;  then  into  Asia  Minor,  Greece,  and  Italy ; 
at  length  into  western  Europe  and  Eastern  Asia;  and  in  mo- 
dern times  to  this  continent  and  the  isles  of  the  Pacific  and 
Indian  Oceans.  Notwithstanding  the  vast  number  of  the 
children  of  the  wicked  one  who  were  almost  immediately 
intermixed  with  th^true  subjects  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
that  kingdom  rose  to  great  strength  even  in  its  first  age ; 
and  though  often  depressed  and  hid  in  a  measure  in  seclusion, 
it  has  through  a  considerable  part  of  its  career  been  wide- 
spread and  powerful.  Were  all  who  now  belong  to  it  col- 
lected from  the  different  nations  into  one  scene,  though  but  a 
small  portion  of  those  embraced  in  the  nominal  church,  they 
would  constitute  a  great  host. 

Thirdly :  The  analogy  of  the  support  and  shelter  which 
the  mustard  plant  yields  to  the  birds  of  the  air,  to  that  which 
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the  kingdom  of  the  saints  yields  to  the  sons  and  daughters 
of  men  who  take  shelter  beneath  it.  The  mustard  plant  rose 
to  such  a  height,  and  shot  out  boughs  of  such  size,  that  to 
the  birds  of  the  air  it  took  the  rank  of  a  tree,  and  they  set 
up  their  tents— that  is  their  nests — on  it,  and  reared  their 
young  in  its  shade.  In  like  mariner  the  kingdom  of  Christ's 
followers  soon  rose  to  such  size,  strength,  and  conspicuit}', 
that  many  of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  men  w^o  did  not 
belong  to  it  took  shelter  beneath  it,  as  it  were,  or  chose  its 
shadow  as  their  residence  for  the  rearing  of  their  young.  It 
has  been  the  chief  scene  of  religious  education ;  the  great 
nursery  to  the  offspring  of  parents  not  themselves  members  of 
the  kingdom,  that  have  been  trained  to  a  knowledge  of 
Christ  through  every  age  since  its  first  institution.  Such 
were  vast  crowds  of  the  catechumens  of  the  early  centuries. 
Such  are  great  numbers  of  those  who  are  now  receiving 
instruction  in  Sunday  schools  and  other  Christian  semina- 
ries; and  this,  whether  we  limit  the  view  to  those  only  who 
are  taught  by  the  nominal  church,  because  the  children  of 
the  kingdom  are  embraced  within  it,  or  lo  those  only  who 
are  in  reality  the  children  of  that  kingdom.  There  are 
millions  of  parents  at  this  moment  who  do  not  belong  to  the 
church,  who  nevertheless  look  to  the  disciples  of  Christ  in 
the  sacred  office  and  in  other  stations  to  give  their  chil- 
dren Christian  instruction,  imbue  them  with  virtuous 
principles,  and  form  them  to  dignity  and  happiness.  No 
other  body  of  teachers  has  ever  educated  so  vast  a  number 
of  the  young,  belongfng  to  classes  that  differed  from  them- 
^  selves.     All  others  put  together  have  not.     In  this  relation 

the  mustard  seed  has  not  only  become  a  tree,  but  a  tree 
towering  to  the  loftiest  height,  and  casting  the  broadest 
shadow.  No  other  has  ever  attracted  so  many  of  the  fowls 
of  heaven  to  its  shade,  or  been  the  scene  where  so  many  of 
their  young  were  reared. 

1.  How  unlike  is  God's  all-comprehensive  wisdom  to  the 
narrow  views  of  men !  Had  it  been  left  to  the  disciples 
and  their  contemporaries  to  decide  what  course  should  be 
pursued  in  the  institution  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  they 
ifould  doubtless  have  caused  it  to  triumph  immediately  over 
I  aJl  its  enemies,  and  filled  the  whole  earth  with  its  glory. 

But  God  institutes  it  in  feebleness ;  leaves  it  to  struggle  with 
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powerful  and  relentless  foes  through  a  long  lapse  of  ages,  and 
often  permits  them  to  trample  it  down  and  overwhelm  it 
with  insult,  oppression,  and  slaughter.  How  manifest  it  ia 
that  there  must  be  ends  of  infinite  moment  to  be  answered 
bj  this  great  measure !  Who  can  doubt  that  they  lie  in  the 
preparation  that  is  wroug^  by  this  vast  experiment  of  the 
human  heart,  for  the  &r  differing  administration  that  is  to 
be  instituted  at  the  close  of  this  age,  when  instead  of  such  a 
contest  with  Satan,  and  such  a  mixed  state  of  the  church,  all 
nations  are  to  be  converted,  and  the  world  filled  with  right- 
eousness and  bliss  ? 

2.  Notwithstanding  the  feebleness  of  Christ's  kingdom 
hitherto,  vast  crowds  of  the  young  have  been  drawn  beneadi 
its  shadow  to  receive  their  religions  education,  and  have 
been  trained  under  its  teachings,  prayers,  and  examples,  to 
become  at  length  its  children,  and  share  in  its  eternal  joys 
and  glories.  Myriads  and  millions  who  have  first  been 
nurtured  by,  and  then  incorporated  in  it  during  its  age  of 
conflicts  and  trials,  will  hereafter  shine  in  it  as  the  bright^ 
ness  of  the  firmament,  and  as  the  stars  for  ever  and  ever. 


V.     THE  LKAVEN. 
Matt  ziiL  88.    Luke  ziil  20^  2L 

"He  spoke  another  parable  to  them,  fhe  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  like  leaven,  which  a  woman  took  and  hid  in  three 
measures  of  meal  until  the  whole  was  leavened." 

"  And  again  he  said.  To  what  shall  I  liken  the  kingdom 
of  God  ?  It  is  like  leaven  which  a  woman  took  and  hid  in 
three  measures  of  meal,  till  the  whole  was  leavened." 

This  parable  illustrates  the  kingdom  of  God  in  a  different 
relation  from  the  last.  That  showed,  though  small  at  its 
institution,  it  was  to  rise  to  greatness  and  strength,  without 
indicating  that  it  was  at  length  to  become  commensurate 
with  the  earth.  This  shows  that  when  it  reaches  its  con- 
summation, it  is  to  embrace  all  nations.  Three  measures  of 
meal  were,  according  to  Jerome,  somewhat  more  than  a 
bushel.  It  was  a  large  mass,  therefore,  to  be  fermented  by 
a  slight  infusion  of  leaven.    The  population  of  the  earth 
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seemed  equally  disproportioned  to  the  kiDgdom  of  heaven  at 
its  establishment.  Yet  it  is  in  due  time  to  extend  its  sway 
over  them  all.    And  this  is  all  that  the  parable  exemplifies. 

There  is  no  analogy,  as  many  writers  have  imagined, 
between  the  principle  on  which  leaven  acts  in  fermenting  a 
mass  of  dough,  and  the  process  by  which  the  kingdom  of 
God  extends  its  sway  over  men.  They  are  entirely  dissimi- 
lar. Dough  is  not  an  antagonistic  mass  which  has  to  be  con- 
quered and  changed  in  nature  in  order  to  its  assimilating 
with  leaven.  Instead,  their  union  is  the  result  of  an  affinity 
between  them,  and  the  susceptibility  of  the  dough  is  as 
efficient  a  power  in  their  assimilation,  as  the  communicative 
force  is  of  the  leaven.  The  diffusion  of  the  leaven  through- 
out the  mass,  and  the  fermentation  it  occasions,  are  chemical 
processes,  in  which  the  dough  has  by  virtue  of  its  relative 
nature  as  active  a  share,  as  the  leaven  has  by  virtue  of  its 
differing  nature. 

There  is  no  such  affinity  between  unsanctified  men  and 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Instead,  mankind  are  hostile  to 
Christ  and  his  sway,  and  the  natural  language  of  their  hearts 
is— We  will  not  have  this  king  to  reign  over  us.  They  are 
reduced  to  subjection,  accordingly,  by  conquest ;  by  a  force 
that  subdues  and  transforms  them.  The  power  by  which 
they  are  brought  to  a  union  to  Christ,  and  constituted  child- 
ren of  the  kingdom,  lies  out  of  themselves,  and  is  employed 
in  imbuing  them  with  a  new  inclination. 

Nor  does  the  kingdom  of  heaven  present  any  likeness  to 
the  leaven  in  the  rapidity  with  which  it  extends  itself. 
Leaven  diffuses  itself  immediately  through  the  mass  into 
which  it  is  introduced.  It  acts  on  the  remotest  particles 
almost  as  quickly  as  on  those  with  which  it  first  comes  in 
contact  And  as  there  are  no  counteractive  forces  with 
which  it  has  to  contend,  and  no  obstacles  it  has  to  overcome, 
it  soon  accomplishes  its  office.  In  these  respects  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  presents  no  resemblance  to  it  whatever.  -  In 
place  of  rapid  and  uninterrupted  progress,  Christ^s  empire 
advances  only  by  a  perpetual  struggle  with  hostile  and 
obstructing  powers,  by  which  it  is  not  only  checked  and 
sometimes  driven  back  into  narrower  limits,  but  at  periods 
threatened  with  extinction.  It  is  by  a  ceaseless  conflict  that 
it  TPaintftjTift  itself  in  existence.    After  extending  through 
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the  Roman  empire,  it  forages  gained  no  fresh  territory;  and 
again  for  two  centuries  and  a  half  after,  the  Reformation  its 
movement  was  retrograde,  rather  than  forward.  Nor  is  it 
hereafter  to  receive  any  large  accession  till  the  Saviour 
comes  and  assumes  its  sceptre. 

The  leaven  is  not  employed,  as  some  have  supposed,  to 
exemplify  the  spread  of  the  gospel.  It  is  not  the  gospel 
that  is  compared  to  the  leaven,  but  the  kingdom  of  God. 
Nor  does  the  gospel  present  any  resemblance  to  the  leaven, 
in  the  principle  on  which  it  acts,  or  the  rapidity  with  which 
it  works  its  effects.  It  does  not  achieve  its  effect  by  virtue 
of  its  own  power ;  it  does  not  assimilate  naturally  with  the 
human  heart.  Instead,  they  are  repellent  of  each  other,  and 
the  word  becomes  efficacious  only  by  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  who  uses  it  as  his  instrument.  Nor  does  the 
gospel  continually  spread  itself  and  enlarge  its  domain.  It  . 
has  no  empire,  indeed,  throughout  a  large  part  of  the  terri- 
tory of  nominal  Christendom.  It  is  rejected  almost  abso- 
lutely by  whole  nations  that  bear  the  Christian  name,  and  is 
silenced  and  suppressed  by  the  most  numerous  branches  of 
the  church. 

Nor  is  the  leaven  used,  as  some  have  supposed,  to  illus- 
trate the  growth  of  piety  in  the  heart.  It  is  the  kingdom  of 
God,  not  the  piety  of  the  children  of  the  kingdom,  which 
the  parable  exemplifies.  Nor  does  the  advancement  of 
those  who  are  renewed  in  knowledge  and  sanctification,  pre- 
sent any  close  resemblance  to  the  rapid  and  uniform  diffusion 
of  leaven  through  the  mass  of  dough  with  which  it  is  inter- 
mixed. Instead,  it  is  slow,  obstructed  by  a  thousand  obsta- 
cles, and  at  best  extremely  imperfect  It  is  not  until  they 
are  removed  from  this  scene  of  trial,  and  raised  to  his  imme- 
diate presence,  that  they  become  holy  and  unblamable  be- 
fore him  in  love. 

Neither,  finally,  is  it  the  growth  of  the  church  which  the 
parable  represents.  The  nominal  church,  instead  of  the 
mere  kingdom,  is  the  seat  of  the  tares  as  well  as  the  wheat. 
It  embraces  within  its  domains  a  vast  array  of  apostate 
usurping  and  persecuting  priests  whom  the  Spirit  of  truth 
has  denominated  the  Mystery  of  Iniquity,  and  the  countless 
train  of  their  vassals.  But  the  kingdom  of  God  consists 
only  of  those  who  are  renewed  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  ao- 
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knowledge  and  serre  ChrisI  as  tbeir  head.  Nor  does  the 
growth  of  the  church  present  any  likeness  to  the  rapid  and 
uniform  diffusion  of  leaven.  After  a  struggle  of  eighteen 
centuries,  Christiamtj  has  not  become  even  nominally  the 
fftith  of  more  than  about  one-fourth  of  the  population  of  the 
globe.  Throughout  the  wide  scene  of  its  early  triumphs  in 
Asia  and  Northern  Africa,  it  has  become  nearly  extinct,  and 
several  of  the  nations  of  Europe  that  still  profess  it,  are 
wasting  away  with  senility  and  decrepitude ;  while  for  ages 
it  has  made  few  conquests  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 

In  contradistinction  from  all  these,  it  is  the  kingdom  of 
God  which  the  parable  illustrates,  and  the  sole  points  of  re- 
semblance between  it  and  the  leaven  fermenting  the  whole 
of  the  three  measures  of  meal,  is  in  the  universality  of  the 
sway  which  it  is  at  length  to  attain  over  the  nations  of  the 
earth.  As  the  leaven,  though  but  slight  at  its  introduction 
into  the  three  measures,  spread  its  influence  through  the 
whole  mass,  leaving  not  a  particle  that  was  noli  lea- 
vened — so  the  kingdom  of  God,  though  small  at  its  insti- 
tution, 13  to  extend  itself  throughout  the  whole  earthy 
and  all  tribes  and  all  individuals  are  to  become  its  chil- 
dren. 

As  it  is  shown  in  the  parable  of  the  tares  that  the  apostate 
and  hostile  party  is  to  continue  intermixed  with  the  children 
of  the  kingdom  till  the  end  of  the  present  age,  it  is  apparent 
that  the  conversion  of  all  nations  here  foretold,  is  not  to  take 
place  till  after  Christ's  second  coming. 


Art.  V. — A  Designation  and  Exposition  of  the 
Figures  of  Isaiah,  Chapter  XXIX. 

This  prophecy  announces  firsts  a  siege  of  Jerusalem  and 
reduction  of  its  inhabitants  to  extreme  weakness  and  distress ; 
and  then,  the  instant  dispersion  of  their  enemies  by  the  inter- 
position of  the  Almighty ;  and  next  it  foreshows  the  great 
blindness  and  wickedness  to  which  the  Israelites  were  to  be 
left  of  God,  notwithstanding  the  teachings  of  his  word  ;  pro- 
nounces a  woe  on  them ;  and  finally  predicts  the  knowledge, 
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ikitli,  and  lore  to  wbidi  they  are  to  be  raised  at  the  time 
q£  tbeir  redemptiofi  and  re-adoption  as  his  people. 

"  Woe  to  Ariel,  Ariel  the  city  where  Darid  dwelt^"  r.  1. 
Ariel,  it  is  nniversally  held  by  interpreters,  is  used  as  a  de« 
aeriptive  name  of  Jerusalem.  Some  regard  it  as  denoting 
Von  of  Oodj  to  indicate  the  courage  of  its  population ;  but 
others,  more  probably  as  meaning  the  fire^dace  or  abar  of 
Ood  on  which  his  justicewas  displayed  in  biuming  the  victims 
offi^ed  to  him,-^a  sense  ia  which  it  is  applied  to  the  altar, 
EzekzHii.  ISL  If  this  is  the  meaning  with  whidi  the  term 
IB  used,  it  is  presented  in  this  intimate  and  sacred  relation  to 
Qod,  to  indicate  more  strongly  the  awfulness  of  the  woe  that 
is  denounced  on  it  In  harmony  with  this  it  is  next  declared 
directly  to  be  the  city  where  David  dwelt,  or  established  his 
camp,  not  only  to. identify  it  as  Jerusalem,  but  to  contrast 
the  power  and  glory  widi  which  it  had  been  distinguished, 
with  the  helplessness  and  dishonor  to  which  it  was  about  to 
be  reduced. 

1.  Apostrophe  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city.  ''  Add  ye 
year  to  year;  let  the  firsts  go  round  [in  tiieir  course])'' 

2.  Comparison :  '^  Yet  I  will  distress  Ariel,  and  there  shall 
be  sadness  and  sorrow ;  and  it  shall  be  to  me  as  the  altar 
hearth,"  v.  2.  The  continued  observance  by  its  inhabitantB 
of  the  forms  of  worship  was  not  to  shield  it  from  the  divine 
vengeance.  Though  they  should  celebrate  the  feasts  at  their 
regular  periods  through  a  long  succession  of  years,  yet  at 
length  the  city  should  be  reduced  by  God  to  the  most 
urgent  straits,  and  its  festivals,  instead  of  seasons  of  gladness 
and  exultation,  should  be  seasons  of  sorrow  and  dismay. 
The  city  should  be  to  God  like  the  hearth  of  the  great  altar, 
a  theatre  for  the  display  of  his  vengeance ;  or  a  place  in 
which  his  justice  should  overwhelm  and  devour  its  guilty 
inhabitants,  as  the  fire  devoured  the  victims  that  were  offered 
on  the  altar  at  the  temple ;  a  comparison  of  awful  strengUi 
and  significance. 

8,  4,  6.  Hypocatastases.  *^  And  I  will  camp  against  thee 
round  about,  and  will  lay  siege  against  thee  with  a  mounl^ 
and  will  raise  against  thee  nunparts,"  v.  8.  Those  acts  of 
God  are  used  as  substitutes  for  measures  of  his  providence 
by  which  the  enemies  of  Jerusalem  will  be  led  to  encamp 
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against  her^  erect  ramparts  for  her  demolition,  and  employe 
the  usual  and  most  effioacious  means  of  assault  for  her  con- 
quest In  the  age  of  the  prophet,  the  principal  method  of 
capturing  a  fortified  town  was,  first  the  extension  of  a  camp 
around  it  so  as  to  preclude,  on  the  one  hand,  the  introduotioa 
from  without  of  fresh  troops  and  provisions,  and  on  the 
other,  the  escape  from  within  of  the  population  and  troops; 
next  the  erection  of  mounds  from  which  arrows,  javelinSi 
and  other  projectiles,  might  be  hurled  against  the  besieged 
on  the  walls,  and  over  the  walls  into  the  city ;  and  finally 
the  construction  of  engines  with  battering  rams,  that  might 
be  driven  forward  so  as  to  assail  and  beat  down  the  walls. 
If  the  events  foreshown  are,  as  the  prophecy  indicates,  still 
ftiture,  these  ancient  methods  are  employed  by  hypocatasta- 
sis  for  the  more  effective  means  of  modern  war£m. 

6,  7.  An  apostrophe  to  Ariel  as  though  it  had  been  de- 
clared by  a  metaphor  to  be  an  individual,  v.  S,  4. 

8,  9,  10,  11, 12.  Hypocatastases.  ^'  And  thou  shalt  be 
brought  down ;  out  of  the  ground  shalt  thou  speak ;  and  thy 
speech  shall  be  low  out  of  the  dust ;  and  thy  voice  shall  be 
like  a  necromancer,  out  of  the  ground ;  and  out  of  the  dust 
shidl  thy  speech  whisper,"  v.  4.  These  several  states  and 
acts  of  an  individual  helplessly  prostrate  and  in  the  last  stage 
of  terror  and  exhaustion,  are  used  by  substitution  for  the 
resembling  prostration  and  hopelessness  to  which  the  inha- 
bitants of  Jerusalem  are  to  be  reduced  by  their  enemies. 
What  other  pencil  ever  drew  so  vivid  a  picture  of  the  hu- 
miliation, the  helplessness,  the  expiring  gasp,  as  it  were,  of 
a  vanquished  people  1  They  are  divested  of  all  power  of 
defending  thenjselves ;  they  have  fallen  to  the  ground ;  they 
have  sunk  so  far  into  the  arms  of  death,  that  their  voices 
are  stifled ;  they  can  only  utter  the  horror  with  which  they 
are  overwhelmed  in  faint  and  inarticulate  whispers  1  Yet 
though  thus  in  the  last  agonies  of  dissolution,  they  are  to  be 
delivered. 

18.  Comparison  of  the  voice  of  the  people  in  their  pros- 
tration and  despair,  to  the  voice  of  a  necromancer  out  of  the 
ground;  that  is,  in  unnatural  tones,  indicative  of  an  over- 
powering awe  or  terror,  and  adapted  to  excite  it  That  ne- 
cromancers were  accustomed  to  announce  their  feigned  mes- 
sages from  the  dead  in  an  artificial  voice,  as  though  it 
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emerged  from  the  ground,  and  in  inarticulate  whispers  and 
mutterings,  is  shown  Isaiah  viii.  19,  and  is  well  known  from 
heathen  writers.  They  used  the  art  of  the  ventriloquist 
often,  not  only  to  deceive,  but  to  excite  the  wonder  and  awe 
of  their  hearers. 

14, 16.  Comparisons:  "But  the  multitude  of  thy  strangers 
[enemies]  shall  be  like  fine  dust,  and  like  passing  chaff  the 
multitude  of  the  terrible  ones :  and  it  shall  be  suddenly  in  a 
moment,"  v.  5.  This  image  is  more  indicative  of  mental  help- 
lessness, than  that  which  is  employed  to  paint  the  condition 
of  the  Israelites.  Their  enemies  are  in  an  instant,  without 
any  forewarning,  to  be  divested  of  their  power,  and  become 
like  the  unconscious  dust  and  weightless  chafi^  which  the 
slightest  breeze,  the  faintest  breath,  raises  from  the  ground 
and  drifts  away  where  no  one  can  trace  it.  What  a  change 
from  the  haughty  self-confidence,  the  resistless  might,  the 
exulting  triumph  of  conquerors  1  And  a  change  that  is  to 
spring — not  from  any  sudden  diminution  of  their  numbers, 
or  unexpected  resuscitation  of  their  fallen  foes ;  but  from  a 
cause  from  which  their  multitude  can  yield  them  no  protec- 
tion. 

16.  Hypocatastases  in  the  use  of  visiting  for  an  interposi- 
tion for  punishment  "  There  shall  be  a  visitation  from  the 
presence  of  Jehovah  of  hosts,  with  thunder  and  earthquake, 
and  great  noise,  and  tempest  and  storm,  and  flame  of  devour- 
ing fire,"  V.  6.  It  is  to  be  by  a  visible  interposition  of  the 
Almighty  therefore,  with  an  earthquake,  volcanic  eruptions, 
tempests,  and  flaming  fire,  such  as  are  to  attend  Christ's  se- 
cond coming,  and  the  destruction  of  the  hosts  that  are  to  be 
assembled  against  him  in  Judea,  as  foreshown  Isaiah  Ixvi.  15, 
16;  Zech.  xiv.  1-15 ;  2  Pet  iii.  8-13 ;  2  Thess.  i  6-9,  and 
many  other  passages. 

17.  Comparison :  "  Then  shall  be  as  a  dream,  a  vision  of 
the  night,  the  multitude  of  all  the  nations  fighting  against 
Ariel,  even  all  that  fight  against  her  and  her  munition,  and 
distress  her,"  v.  7.  It  is  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem 
that  the  besieging  hosts  are  thus  to  become  like  a  dream ; 
that  is,  like  persons  and  scenes  beheld  in  a  dream,  that 
vanish  from  their  imaginary  existence  on  the  dreamer's 
awaking.  The  comparison  indicates,  therefore,  that  the  hos- 
tile armies  are  to  be  instantly  swept  from  life  by  the  whirl- 
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wind  of  divine  vengeance,  so  that  they  will  cease  to  be  ene- 
mies and  objects  of  dread,  as  completely  as  the  spectres  of  a 
night  vision  vanish  from  being  and  cease  to  be  objects  of 
fear,  when  the  dreamer,  whose  fancy  they  for  a  moment 
have  peopled,  awakes. 

18,  19.  Comparisons:  "And  it  shall  be  as  when  a  hungry 
man  dreams,  and  lo  he  eats ;  bat  he  awakes  and  his  soul  is 
empty:  and  as  when  a  thirsty  man  dreams,  and  lo  he 
drinks ;  but  he  awakes,  and  lo  he  is  faint  and  his  soul  crav- 
ing ;  so  shall  it  be  with  the  multitude  of  all  the  nations  that 
fight  against  Mount  Zion,"  v.  8.  These  comparisons  exem- 
plify the  disappointment  of  the  besiegers  at  their  defeat 
They  are  to  be  inflamed  with  eager  desires  of  conquering 
the  city  and  glutting  their  passions  on  its  helpless  inhabit- 
ants; and  are  in  a  measure,  it  would  seem  from  Zechariah 
xiv.  2,  to  succeed ;  but  in  the  moment  of  seeming  victory 
and  anticipated  rapine,  they  are  to  be  arrested  by  the  tempest 
of  divine  justice,  and  find  the  prey  vanished  from  their  grasp, 
like  the  viands  of  which  a  hungry  dreamer  imagines  he  is 
partaking,  but  which,  on  awaking,  prove  to  have  had  no 
real  existence,  and  have  contributed  nothing  towards  slaking 
his  appetite.  This  implies  that  they  are  to  indulge  the  most 
unhesitating  assurance  of  success  in  their  assault  on  the 
city,  till  the  thunderbolt  of  the  Almighty  strikes  them  to 
the  realms  of  death. 

This  prediction  has  been  supposed  by  some  to  have  had 
its  accomplishment  in  the  destruction  of  the  army  of  Senna- 
cherib ;  others  have  referred  it  to  the  siege  of  Jerusalem  by 
Nebuchadnezzar  or  Titus.  There  was  no  such  interposition, 
however,  of  the  Almighty  in  either  of  those  sieges  as  is  here 
foreshown ;  and  no  such  destruction  of  the  besieging  hosts 
by  convulsions  of  the  earth,  the  explosion  of  subterranean 
fires,  the  suffusion  of  the  air  with  burning  elements,  and 
the  furious  blasts  and  thunder  tempests  that  are  gene- 
rated by  such  volcanic  eruptions*  The  event  is  undoubtedly 
still  future;  and  is  the  destruction  of  the  antichristian 
hosts,  that  after  the  return  of  a  portion  of  the  Israelites  to 
Palestine,  are  to  attempt  to  reconquer  and  disperse  them, 
and  thereby  prevent  the  establishment  there  of  Christ's 
kingdom ;  but  at  the  moment  of  seeming  victory  are  to  be 
arrested  by  Christ,  who  is  to  appear  visibly  with  his  mighty 
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angels  and  "rain  on  them  and  thei?  bands,  and  the  many 
people  that  are  with  them,  an  overflowing  rain  and  great 
hailstones,  fire,  and  brimstone,"  Ezekiel  xxxviii.  22.  Others 
•oppose  Ariel  is  here  used  as  a  representative  of  the  ancient 
Israelitish  church,  and  that  its  siege  and  threatened  destrao- 
tion  denote  an  analogous  war  on  that  church,  and  reduction 
of  it  to  the  verge  of  annihilation ;  and  that  the  sudden 
deliverance  of  the  city  by  the  divine  interposition,  repre- 
sents the  institution  of  the  church  in  a  new  form,  and  intro- 
duction of  Gentiles  into  it  under  the  ministry  of  the  apostles* 
But  this  is  wholly  groundless,  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of 
language,  and  would  involve  the  prophecy  in  inextricable 
embarrassment.  Those  interpreters  found  this  construction 
on  the  assumption  that  the  passage  is  metaphorical  But  as 
we  have  seen,  there  is  no  metaphor  in  it,  except  an  elliptical 
one,  by  which  the  city  is  addressed  as  though  it  were  an  in- 
dividual.  The  only  other  figures  in  it,  are  hypocatastases, 
apostrophes,  and  comparisons.  Neither  the  city  nor  its 
population  have  any  adaptation  to  represent  the  ancient 
ehurch  conddered  as  a  body  of  true  worshippers.  The 
Israelitish  church  embraced  the  whole  nation,  unrenewed  as 
well  as  sanctified.  The  people  of  Jerusalem,  consisting  as 
ihey  doubtless  did,  in  as  large  a  proportion  as  the  nation,  of 
uasanctified  persons,  were  no  more  a  fit  representative  of 
those  who  were  sanctified,  than  the  nation  at  large,  and 
cannot,  from  their  dissimilarity,  were  there  a  figure  that 
admitted  it^  have  been  used  in  that  relation.  Besides,  if  the 
people  of  Jerusalem  are  used  as  representatives  of  the  true 
worshippers  of  the  Israelitish  church,  the  Gentile  hosts  must^ 
on  the  same  principle,  be  used  as  symbols  of  the  true  wor- 
shippers of  the  Gentile  church.  But  is  that  possible  ?  Can 
any  one  persuade  himself  that  those  ambitious,  cruel,  and 
bloody  hosts,  bent  on  slaughter  and  rapine,  and  engaged  in 
open  war  on  God,  are  representatives  of  the  pure  wor- 
shippers of  the  Gentile  church ;  the  servants  of  God  who 
bear  his  name  on^  their  foreheads ;  the  witnesses  and  mar- 
tyrs of  Jesus?  Besides,  how  can  they  make  war  on  the  an- 
cient Israelitish  church,  or  body  of  pure  worshippers,  when 
Aat  church  no  longer  exists  in  this  world  ?  Or  if  the  pre- 
diolion  is  supposed  to  have  received  its  accomplishment, 
when  was  it  that  the  true  followers  and  witnesses  of  Christ 
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in  the  Gentile  choicfa;  made  an  ooaet  analogous  to  the  pre- 
dicted si^e  of  Jemsalem,  on  the  bodj  of  ancient  Israelitiah 
worshippers,  and  threatened  them  with  such  a  destruction? 
0%ere  has  been  no  ancient  Inraelitiflh  chucch  since  the  in- 
stitution of  Christianity ;  and  no  Israelitish  diuroh  in  con« 
tradistinc^on  from  the  GentileSi  sinoe  the  oyerthrow  of 
Jerusalem  by  Titus^  the  termination  of  the  ritual  worship 
there,  and  the  exile  of  the  nation  from  their  land.  The 
supposition  that  Ariel,  or  its  population,  is  a  representative 
of  the  IsraelitiBh  church,  or  the  church  in  any  relation,  is 
thus  wholly  inadmissible.  Neither  has  any  adaptation  to 
fill  such  an  office ;  it  is  wholly  forbidden  by  the  language) 
and  it  would  convert  the  prediction  into  a  ccmiplieation  of 
incongruities  and  contradictions.  The  passage  is  aa  qoecifie 
and  clear  a  prophecy  of  the  literal  siege  of  Jerusalem,  and 
by  hostile  nations,  and  their  sudden  destruction  by  the  in* 
terposition  of  Jehovah,  as  words  can  utter;  and  all  the 
figures  that  occur  in  it  contribute  to  give  a  living  form  and 
vivid  coloring  to  that  meaning. 

The  prophet  now  proeeeds  to  predict  that,  notwithsland-* 
ing  this  vision  and  all  the  other  revelations  God  had  made 
to  them,  they  would  prove  utterly  unbelieving  and  perversCi 
and  continue  so  till  he  interposes  for  their  redemption; 
when  they  are  to  be  universally  converted,  and  become  a 
wise,  a  holy,  and  a  happy  people. 

20.  Apostrophe.  ''Stop  ye,  and  be  stupified;  be  be« 
wildered  and  blinded!''  v.  9.  This  is  addressed  to  the 
Israelites,  and  indicates  that  instead  of  exhibiting  the  intelli- 
gence, filial  trust,  and  obedience  becoming  God's  people,  tiiey 
were  to  sink  into  a  sottbh  stupor,  and  act  like  peiicms  who 
have  lost  their  senses. 

21,  22.  Hypocatastasea  ''  They  are  drunk,  but  not  with 
wine;  they  reel,  but  not  with  strong  drink,"  v.  9.  The 
intoxication  aseribed  to  them  is  not  of  the  body,  but  drunken* 
ness  and  reeling  are  used  by  substitution  fi>r  the  anak^oua 
perversion  and  bewilderment  of  the  mind  in  sin.  An  awful 
picture  truly  (  They  are  exhilnted,  not  simply  as  in  great 
errors ;  not  merely  as  greatly  offending  God ;  but  as  sunk  to 
such  a  depth  of  blindness  and  sottishness  that,  like  persona 
bewildered  and  staggering  with  intoxication,  they  were 
utterly  beyoixd  the  reach  of  warning  and  remonstrance. 
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23,  24,  25.  Hjpooatastaaes.  ''For  Jehovah  has  poured 
out  upon  jou  a  spirit  of  deep  sleep,  and  has  shut  your  ejes: 
the  prophets  and  your  rulers  or  chiefs  the  seers,  he  has 
blindfolded,"  v.  10.  These  acts  are  put  by  substitution  for 
analogous  measures  of  providence,  by  which  Gkxi  allowed 
them  to  sink  into  insensibility,  and  misconceive  and  misre*^ 
present  his  purposes  and  teachings.  They  were  to  become  the 
victims  of  as  absolute  a  delusion  and  bewilderment,  under 
the  sway  of  their  unbelief  and  alienation,  as  though  a  spirit  or 
power  inducing  a  deep  sleep  were  poured  on  them,  and  their 
eyes  were  closed  so  as  to  preclude  the  perception  of  external 
objects.  A  bandage  was  to  be  put  also  on  the  eyes  of  their 
prophets  and  leaders,  whose  very  office  it  was  both  to  see 
visions  and  interpret  the  divine  will,  by  which  they  were  td 
be  precluded  from  seeing.  By  their  prophets  and  leaders 
the  seers,  are  probably  meant  merely  those  official  teachers 
whose  business  it  was  to  interpret  the  revelations  Grod  had 
made,  and  instruct  them  in  respect  to  his  purposes.  A  fillet 
was  to  be  bound  over  their  eyes  that  should  intercept  their 
sight,  and  make  them  as  incapable  of  deciphering  the  sacred 
page,  as  the  people  themselves,  lost  in  a  profound  slumber, 
were.  This  is  illustrated  by  a  similitude,  in  which  both  the 
learned  and  unlearned  are  exhibited  as  equally  incapable  of 
discerning  the  meaning  of  God's  word. 

26.  Comparison.  **  And  the  vision  of  all— or  all  vision — 
is  become  to  you  like  the  words  of  a  sealed  book  which  they 
give  to  one  knowing  letters,  saying,  Pray,  read  this;  and  he 
says,  I  cannoty  for  it  is  sealed.  And  the  book  is  given  to  one 
who  knows  not  letters,  saying,  Pray,  read  this;  and  hesay% 
I  know  not  letters,"  v.  11,  12.  By  the  vision  of  all,  or  the 
whole  vision,  is  meant  every  vision,  the  whole  revelation 
God  has  made  through  the  prophets.  The  blindness  and 
bewilderment  of  the  teachers  and  taught  were  thus  to  be 
such,  that  the  meaning  of  the  predictions  made  through  the 
ancient  prophets  would  be  as  completely  lost  to  the  learned 
as  to  the  ignorant.  To  the  one,  they  would  be  like  a  book 
that  being  sealed  cannot  be  read ;  and  to  the  other,  like  a 
book  that,  being  written  in  an  unknown  character,  is  whdly 
unintelligible. 

This  prediction  has  had  a  very  exact  and  conspicuous  ful- 
filment through  a  long  series  of  ages.     Dark  as  the  picture 
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is,  the  unbelief  blindaeas,  and  infiBitaation  of  tbe  Israelites  of 
all  ranks,  for  more  than  eighteen  centuries,  have  been  pre* 
ciselj  suoh  as  are  here  foreshown  of  them.  Their  pride, 
their  prejudice,  and  their  delusion,  have  been  such  that  they 
have  been  unable  to  see  the  divinity  of  the  Christian  dispen* 
sation,  though  foreshown  in  their  prophets  as  the  substance 
of  which  the  Mosaic  institutions  were  the  type;  and  their 
expositors  and  teachers  have  been  as  blind  and  intractable 
as  the  unlearned  multitude.  This  hiding  of  the  truth  from 
their  eyes  is  foretold  also  in  the  New  Testament;  and  its  period 
18  defined  as  to  extend  till  the  time  of  their  final  redemption 
at  the  seoond  coming  of  Christ.  ''  Blindness  in  part  is  hap- 
pened unto  Israel,  until  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  be  come 
in.  And  so  shall  all  Israel  be  saved ;  as  it  is  written.  And 
ihe  Deliverer  shall  come  to  Zion,  and  shall  turn  away 
ungodliness  firom  Jacob."— ^Bom.  xi  26. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  the  utter  ignorance  and  dark- 
Bess  in  which  they  are  to  be  involved,  they  are  still  to  keep 
up  a  show  of  obedience  to  God.  ''And  the  Lord  said. 
Forasmuch  as  this  people  draw  near  me  with  their  mouth, 
and  with  their  lips  they  honor  me,  but  their  heart  have  they 
put  far  from  me,  and  their  fear  toward  me  is  taught  by  the 
precept  of  men :  Therefore,  behold  I  will  continue  to  act 
wonderfully  with  this  people,  very  wonderfully;  and  the 
wisdom  of  their  wise  ones  shall  perish,  and  the  prudence  of 
their  prudent  ones  shall  disappear, '^  v.  18,  14.  As  they 
were  to  substitute  a  mere  formal  and  hypocritical  religion 
founded  on  the  authority  of  men,  for  that  which  he  had  en- 
joined, he  would  conduct  his  providence  over  them  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  confound  their  devices,  and  cause  their 
boasted  wisdom  to  perish.  And  what  a  signal  verification 
has  this  prediction  received?  The  worship  of  the  Israelites 
for  a  long  series  of  centuries  has  been  little  else  than  a  mere 
chatter  of  empty  words ;  their  doctrinal  system  is  in  a  great 
measure  the  invention  of  the  rabbis,  and  depends  for  its 
support  on  their  authority;  and  the  disappointment  for 
eighteen  hundred  years  of  their  expectation  of  a  Messiah, 
who  should  be  a  mere  worldly  prince,  and  make  it  his  chief 
business  to  raise  them  from  their  political  degradation,  and 
give  them  dominion  over  other  nations,  has  confuted  their 
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claims  to  supernatiiral  knowledge,  and  oanaed  tbeir  reputa* 
tion  for  wisdom  to  pmsh. 

27,  28.  Hypocatastases.  ''Woe  unto  them  ibatgodeepto 
hide  their  counsel  from  Jehovah,  and  their  works  are  in  the 
dark ;  and  they  say.  Who  sees  us,  and  who  knows  us  ?  " 
V.  15.  Going  deep  as  into  the  earth,  and  working  in  the 
dark,  which  are  means  by  which  evil-doers  avoid  the  obs^*^ 
vation  of  those  against  whom  they  are  plotting^  are  put  by 
substitution  for  analogous  measures  to  elude  the  notice  of 
God. 

29.  Apostrophe.  [Such  is]  "your  perversion  I  Is  the  pot* 
ter  to  be  reckoned  as  the  clay ; — that  the  thing  made  should 
say  of  its  maker,  he  did  not  make  me ;  and  the  thing  formed 
say  of  its  former,  he  does  not  understand?"  v;  16.  This 
treatment  of  Jehovah,  as  though  his  attributes  were  finite, 
like  those  of  creatures,  and  men  might  by  artifice  hide  their 
crimes  from  his  knowledge,  indicates  a  loss  of  all  proper 
conceptions  of  him,  and  a  most  besotted  degradation  of  the 
intellect,  and  perversion  of  the  heart  Among  those  on 
whom  the  woe  is  denounced,  are  doubtless  the  Jewish  priests 
and  teachers  of  the^last  ten  or  fifteen  centuries,  and  especially 
of  the  present  age,  who  seem  to  have  imagined  that  by  vio* 
lently  misinterpreting  the  ancient  prophecies  respecting  the 
Messiah,  and  forcing  on  them  a  meaning  compatible  with 
the  denial  that  they  had  their  fulfilment  in  Jesus  Christy 
they  convert  it  into  a  fact  that  Jesus  is  not  the  Messiah,  and 
thereby  treat  God  as  though  h^  were  not  the  author  of  his 
own  works,  nor  determiner  of  his  own  purposes:  a  perverse* 
ness  and  folly  immeasurably  greater  than  that  which  a  vessel 
of  clay  would  display,  should  it  deny  both  that  the  pott^ 
who  formed  it,  wrought  it,  and  that  he  had  the  requisite 
knowledge  for  the  task.  This  impeachment  of  his  perfec- 
tions, and  denial  of  his  dominion,  God  will  surely  av^3ge* 
Yain  will  be  their  hope  of  hiding  themselves  from  his  eye, 
or  escaping  his  hand.  ''  Though  they  dig  into  hell,"  he  has 
forewarned  them,  "thence  shall  mine  hand^take  them; 
though  they  climb  up  to  heaven,  thence  will  I  bring  them 
down  ;  and  though  they  hide  themselves  in  the  top  of  Car^ 
mel,  I  will  search  and  take  them  out  thence ;  and  though 
they  be  hid  from  my  sight  in  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  thence 
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will  I  command  the  serpent,  and  he  «hall  bite  them ;  and 
though  they  go  into  captivity  before  their  enemies,  thence 
will  I  command  the  sword,  and  it  shall  slay  them ;  and  I 
will  set  my  eyes  upon  them  for  evil,  and  not  for  good." — 
Amos  ix.  2-4.  Their  infidelity,  their  hypocrisy,  their 
artifices,  have  not  shielded  them  from  this  terrible  denuncia- 
tion. It  has  pursued  them  wherever  they  have  wandered  or 
been  driven,  and  verified  itself  on  every  generation  through 
a  long  series  of  ages,  and  will  continue  to  be  verified  till  the 
hour  at  length  of  their  conversion  arrives. 

The  prophet  now  announces  the  interposition  of  Jehovah 
to  redeem  them  from  their  blindness,  and  change  them  from 
aliens  to  loving  and  trusting  children  ;  and  from  exile  and 
sorrow,  to  re-establishment  in  their  ancient  land  in  joy  and 
peaoe. 

'^  Is  it  not  yet  a  very  little  while,  and  Lebanon  shall  be 
turned  to  a  fruitful  field,  and  the  fruitful  field  be  esteemed  a 
forest?"  V.  17.  The  date  from  which  the  little  time  is  to  be 
reckoned,  that  is  to  precede  the  extraordinary  change  here 
foretold,  is  doubtless  the  period  of  the  last  woe  that  is  to  be 
inflicted  on  the  Israelites  for  their  perverseness ;  and  is  the 
period  therefore  of  their  commencing  return  to  their  national 
country  and  attempt  to  re-establish  themselves  there,  when 
they  are  to  be  driven  to  the  edge  of  destruction  by  their 
enemies,  as  predicted  in  v.  1-9.  It  is  probable,  therefore, 
that  their  blindness  and  madness  in  misrepresenting  the 
truth  will  reach  their  climax  at  that  period.  Some  exposi- 
tors regard  this  verse  as  metaphorical,  and  denoting  a  moral 
change  of  the  people  in  place  of  a  physical  change  of  Leba- 
non and  the  neighboring  plains.  There  is,  however,  no 
metaphor  in  it.  A  change  of  Lebanon  to  fruitful  fields,  and 
of  fruitful  fields  to  forests,  by  a  depression  of  the  one  and 
elevation  of  the  other,  or  by  other  processes,  is  not  incom* 
patible  with  their  nature,  but  is  as  easy  to  the  Most  High  as 
to  sustain  them  in  their  present  state.  Nor  is  the  change  of 
the  mountain  and  fruitful  field  used  by  hypocatastasis  to 
represent  an  analogous  change  of  the  people.  That  would 
imply  that  the  best,  the  sanctified  part  of  the  nation,  were  to 
be  changed  to  apostasy,  or  at  least  were  to  decline  in  obedi- 
ence; as  the  change  of  a  fertile  and  fruit-bearing  field  to  a 
forest^  would  be  a  change  from  beauty  and  usefulness  to  wild- 
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ness  and  unproductiveness,  and  is  the  image  of  a  curse 
instead  of  a  blessing.  That  the  change  of  the  mountain  and 
field  is  not  used  as  representative  of  the  reformation  of  the 
people  foreshown  in  the  verses  that  follow,  is  made  clear 
also  by  the  prediction  that  the  latter  is  to  be  contemporane- 
ous with  the  former.  That  specification  of  the  time  when 
they  are  to  be  redeemed  from  their  blindness,  would  be  un- 
necessary and  unnatural  if  it  were* identically  the  same  event 
lis  the  change  of  Lebanon  to  a  fruitful  field,  and  of  a  fruitftd 
field  to  a  forest,  denotes.  The  revolution  foreshown  in  the 
passage  is  doubtless  therefore  a  literal  change  in  Lebanon, 
or  parts  of  that  mountain,  and  portions  of  the  cultivated  re- 
gion of  Palestine ;  such  as  is  indicated  in  Isaiah  ii.  2, 18-21 ; 
xxiv.  6-14 ;  Zech.  xi  v.  4-6,  and  other  passages ;  apd  is  to  be 
among  the  changes  by  which  the  earth  and  atmosphere  are 
to  be  renovated  and  fitted  more  adequately  than  they  now 
are  for  the  residence  of  the  renewed  inhabitants  and  the 
glorified  saints — and  it  is  predicted  here  in  this  interrogative 
form,  to  show  the  absolute  power  of  the  Most  High  over  every- . 
thing  that  concerns  the  Israelites,  to  indicate  the  contrast 
which  his  purposes  form  to  their  unbelieving  and  senseless 
schemes,  and  to  rebuke  thereby  their  folly  and  impiety  in 
thinking  to  conceal  themselves  from  his  notice,  and  circum- 
vent him  by  artifice  and  hypocrisy. 

80,  3L  Hypocatastases.  "  And  in  that  day  shall  the  deaf 
hear  the  words  of  the  book ;  and  out  of  obscurity  and  dark- 
ness shall  the  eyes  of  the  blind  see.  And  the  humble  shall 
increase  in  joy  in  Jehovah,  and  the  poor  among  men  shall 
rejoice  in  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,"  v.  18, 19.  As  deep  sleep 
and  a  bandaging  of  the  eyes  were  used,  v.  10,  as  representa- 
tives of  their  senselessness  and  inability  to  see  ;  so  the  open- 
ing of  the  ears  of  the  deaf  and  of  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  are 
here  employed  by  substitution  for  analogous  changes  in  the 
minds  of  the  Israelites.  They  are  to  be  recalled  from  their 
alienation  from  God,  and  imbued  with  a  disposition  to  receive 
his  word,  which  they  have  so  long  disbelieved  and  perverted. 
They  are  to  be  raised  out  of  the  abyss  of  moral  darkness  in 
which  they  are  now  groping,  into  the  light  of  heaven,  and 
meet  in  wonder,  adoration,  and  joy  the  smile  of  their  Redeemer 
whom  they  have  for  so  many  ages  rejected.  And  his  favor 
is  not  to  be  confined  to  the  great  and  wealthy.    Instead,  the 
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humble  and  poor  are  especially  to  sbare  the  blessings  of  his 
reign,  and  because  the  tyrannical  and  malevolent  who  have 
made  them  their  victims,  are  ^lever  more  to  molest  them. 

82,  33,  34.  Hypocatastases :  "  For  the  violent  ceaseth, 
and  the  scoffer  is  no  more,  and  all  that  watch  for  iniquity 
are  cat  off;  that  treat  a  man  as  an  offender  for  a  word,  and 
lay  a  snare  for  him  that  pleads  in  the  gate,  and  overthrow 
the  righteous  by  deceit,"  v.  20,  21.  The  watchers  for  ini- 
quity are  those  who  continually  seek  opportunities  to  per- 
petrate injustice,  as  a  beast  of  prey  watches  for  the  victims 
on  which  it  feeds.  Cutting  them  off,  as  a  bough  is  severed 
from  a  tree,  or  a  limb  from  the  body,  is  used  by  substitution 
for  destroying  them,  or  consigning  them  to  death.  The 
gate  was  the  place  where  the  princes  and  judges  sat  for  the 
discharge  of  their  public  duties,  and  tried  the  causes  of  the 
people.  To  lay  a  snare,  as  a  pitfall  or  noose,  for  him  that 
pleads  in  the  gate,  is  used  by  substitution  for  an  attempt 
by  artifice  to  betray  him  into  some  mistaken  admission, 
contradictory  statement,  or  other  error  in  his  plea,  by 
which  they  might  gain  such  power  over  him  as  to  defraud 
him  of  his  rights.  To  overthrow  the  righteous,  that  is,  cast 
him  to  the  ground,  is  used  by  the  same  figure,  to  represent 
their  defeating  him  in  his  cause.  The  unjust  and  cruel 
rulers,  who  have  perpetrated  these  forms  of  injustice  to- 
wards the  humble,  the  unoffending,  the  poor,  and  the 
upright,' are  no  more  to  be  known  to  the  Israelites  after 
their  conversion  and  reinstatement  in  their  ancient  land. 

85.  Metonymy  of  the  house  for  the  family  of  Jacob : 
"  Therefore  thus  saith  Jehovah  fo  the  house  of  Jacob,  he 
who  redeemed  Abraham,  Jacob  shall  not  now  be  ashamed ; 
and  his  face  shall  not  now  become  pale.  But  when  he  sees 
his  children,  the  work  of  my  hands,  in  the  midst  of  him, 
they  shall  sanctify  my  name,  and  shall  sanctify  the  Holy 
One  of  Jacob,  and  they  shall  fear  the  God  of  Israel,"  v.  22, 
23. 

86.  Hypocatastasis,  in  the  use  of  erring,  which  is  to  wan- 
der from  the  right  path,  for  embracing  false  views  of  God: 
"Then  shall  the  erring  in  spirit  know  wisdom,  and  the 
murmurers  shall  receive  instruction,"  v.  24.  That  the  ex- 
emption of  Jacob  from  both  blushing  and  fainting  is  to  take 
place  when  he  sees  his  children  in  the  midst  of  him,  indi- 
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oates  tbat  it  is  to  be  after  the  restoratioii  of  the  nation  to 
their  land.  Theu  they  are  to  be  universally  coDverted  to 
God.  Those  who  have  wandered  the  farthest  fixim  him 
are  to  be  brought  to  a  knowledge  and  acknowledgment  of 
him ;  and  those  who  have  assailed  and  misrepresented  his 
dealings  with  them,  are  to  be  made  to  see  his  lighteouaneas 
and  wisdom,  and  adore  and  glorify  hinu 

The  chapter  is  thas  a  clear  and  graphic  prediction  of  the 
blindness  to  which  the  Israelites  were  to  be  abandoned 
during  their  long  exile  from  their  native  land ;  the  straits  to 
which  they  are  to  be  reduced  by  their  enemies,  after  a  por^ 
tion  of  them  have  returned  to  Jerusalem  and  established 
themselves  there ;  the  visible  interposition  of  the  Almighty 
to  destroy  the  hosts  that  besiege  th^n ;  and  finally,  their 
deliverance  from  oppression  thereafter,  their  universal 
conversion,  and  the  eminent  knowledge  and  happiness  to 
which  they  are  to  be  exalted,  after  their  general  restoration 
to  their  ancient  land;  events — except  their  obduracy  and 
blindness — that  are  yet  to  be  accomplished. 


Abt.  VL — ^TflB  Pbimitivb  Pubitans. 

BY    THE    BEV.    JOHN    FOBSYTH,    JUN.,    D.D. 

At  the  period  when,  by  the  triumph  of  Constantine,  the 
relations  of  Paganism  and  of  Christianity  to  the  state  were 
so  completely  and  suddenly  reversed,  the  internal  condition 
of  the  Catholic  church  in  some  respects  was  not  unlike  that 
of  the  church  of  England  after  the  accession  of  Elizabeth. 
Until  within  half  a  century  of  the  age  of  Constantino,  the 
church  had  exhibited  the  aspect  of  a  widely  ramified  but 
compact  body,  having  a  common  Mth  and  a  oonunon  life. 
During  the  whole  course  of  her  history,  heretics  had  arisen^ 
often  from  among  her  own  sons,  and  had  vented  systems 
presenting  a  compound  more  or  less  monstrous  of  paganism, 
philosophy,  and  the  gospel ;  but  there  was  a  broad  and  visi- 
ble line  of  demarcation  separating  all  these  heretical  sects 
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Hfom  that  great  trnd  growing  society  known  as  the  church 
of  Christ  Even  a  Pagan,  if  intelligent  and  candid,  could 
not  fisiil  to  discern  it,  and  was  in  little  danger  of  mistaking 
the  Onostic  or  the  Manichean  for  the  Christian. 

But  about  the  middle  of  the  third  century,  the  visible 
unity  of  the  church  was  disturbed  by  the  conflicts  of  parties, 
who,  though  maintaining  with  equal  tenacity  her  ancient 
fidth,  and  observing  the  same  forms  of  worship,  were  to  such 
a  degree  antagonistic  as  to  refuse  communion  with  each 
other,  in  the  public  offices  of  religion.  These  schisms  had 
their  origin  in  disputes  concerning  discipline  rather  than 
doctrine,  yet  they  engendered  a  zeal  so  intense  that  not 
even  the  most  furious  tempest  of  persecution  against  the 
Christian  name  and  faith  was  able  to  extinguish  it.  During 
all  the  storms  which  swept  over  the  church,  from  the  days 
of  Decius  to  those  of  Diocletian,  these  divisions  subsisted  in 
undiminished  vigor.  Accordingly,  at  the  memorable  epoch 
when  Constantino  admitted  the  long  sufTering  church  as  a 
welcome  and  honored  guest  into  the  palace  of  the  Csssars, 
we  find  large  bodies  of  Christians,  in  various  parts  of  the 
empire,  who  then  were,  and  for  sixty  years  had  been,  in  a 
state  of  separation  from  the  larger  community.  They  were 
known  by  names  derived  from  the  localities  in  which  they 
lived,  or  from  the  persons  who  were  the  chief  instruments 
in  effecting  the  schism,  while  they  also  bore  in  common  the 
appellation  dt  Cathari,  i.e.  Purists  or  Puritans.  Of  the 
founders  of  this  primitive  puritanism,  few  authentic  memo- 
rials survive ;  their  own  writings,  and  especially  those  which 
grew  out  of  their  personal  controversies,  have  for  the  most 
part  perished,  so  that  we  are  now  mainly  dependent  upon 
the  onendded  accounts  of  their  enemies  for  our  information 
respecting  them.  Hence,  in  order  to  form  a  fair  and  can- 
did judgment  in  regard  to  the  character  of  these  men,  and 
the  influence  they  exerted  upon  their  times,  it  is  obviously 
necessary  to  sift  carefully  the  statements  of  their  prejudiced 
and  often  embittered  opponents,  and  to  draw  upon  our 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  which  will  sometimes  go  a 
good  way  in  supplying  the  lack  of  historical  materials. 
That  these  early  schismatics,  as  they  are  commonly  styled, 
were  exempt  from  personal  frailties,  or  from  the  current 
errors  of  their  day^  is  not  to  be  supposed,  but  at  the  same 
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time  we  have  a  strong  persuajsion  that  they  have  not 
received  full  justice  at  the  hands  of  our  principal  historians, 
and  that  they  do  not  hold  the  place  in  the  memory  of  the 
church,  which  they  really  deserve,  for  their  services  in  stem- 
ming the  incoming  tide  of  corruption,  and  as  fidthful  wit- 
nesses for  the  truth  of  Christ 

The  history  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  earliest  Puri- 
tan schism,  as  commonly  given,  is  substantially  as  follows: 
It  originated  at  Carthage,  during  the  Decian  persecution, 
and  while  Cyprian  was  pastor  of  the  church  in  that  city. 
By  the  advice  of  his  friends,  Cyprian  was  induced  to  seek  a 
shelter  from  the  fury  of  the  storm,  at  a  distance  from 
Carthage,  His  absence  from  his  flock  afforded  a  fine  op- 
portunity to  those  who  were  envious  of  the  influence  which 
Cyprian's  eloquence,  energy,  and  piety  enabled  him  to  wield, 
to  carry  out  their  ambitious  schemes.  It  was  greedily  seized 
by  Novatus,  a  presbyter,  and  Felicissimus,  a  deacon,  of  the 
church  of  Carthage.  These  men,  though  guilty  of  the  most, 
infamous  crimes,  contrived  to  gather  round  themselves  a 
party  decidedly  hostile  to  Cyprian,  and  in  the  end  to  esta- 
blish a  distinct  congregation  having  a  bishop  of  its  own. 
This  body  of  Carthaginian  separatists  was,  however,  soon 
merged  in  another  secession,  which  took  place  at  Borne,  and 
is  known  as 

The  Novatian  Schism.  It  too  had  its  origin  in  the  per- 
sonal ambition  of  the  man  who  gave  name  t*  it  During 
the  Decian  persecution,  Fabian,  the  venerable  pastor  of  the 
Boman  church,  had  been  called  to  seal  his  testimony  with 
his  blood.  For  more  than  a  year  the  pastorate  remained 
vacant;  partly  on  account  of  the  fury  of  the  tempest  beat- 
ing against  the  followers  of  Jesus,  and  partly  fr*om  the  want 
of  harmony  in  the  church.  The  two  prominent  candidates 
for  the  vacant  office  were  the  presbyters  Cornelius  and  No- 
vatian.* The  latter  had  won  for  himself  a  high  reputation 
for  his  abilities,  learning,  eloquence,  the  strictness  of  his 
principles,  and  his  unblemished  life.  Cornelius,  however, 
was  chosen  by  a  small  majority.  Novatian,  disappointed 
and  disgusted  with  the  result,  at  once  took  steps  to  form  a. 


*  It  is  proper  to  obeerre  that  NoTatus  of  C«rtiMig«  mxut  not  be  oonfoimded 
with  Kovatian  at  Rome. 
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new  communion  of  wliich  he  should  be  head ;  he  denounced 
his  rival  Cornelius  in  the  bitterest  terms  for  his  laxity  in 
readmitting  to  the  fellowship  of  the  church,  the  Lapsed,  or 
those  who  had  in  the  time  of  persecution  denied  the  faith ; 
and  finally,  having  brought  to  Eome  three  ignorant  country 
bishops,  and  by  plying  them  well  with  wine,  having  con- 
verted them  into  ready  tools,  he  was  by  these  inebriated 
prelates  ordained  to  the  episcopate.  Such  is  the  story  of 
Novatus  and  Novatian  ae  told  by  a  large  class  of  historians, 
Papal  and  Protestant,  who  have  little  else  to  say  of  them 
than  that  they  were  noted  disturbers  of  the  peace  of  the 
church.  In  a  word,  they  somehow  suddenly  appear  upon 
the  surface  of  the  stream  of  history,  are  seen  there  for  a 
moment,  and  then  disappear  for  ever,  leaving  not  a  trace 
behind. 

Now  this  schism,  so  far  from  being  as  insignificant  as 
some  eminent  writers  seem  to  have  regarded  it,  was  really 
one  of  the  most  important  events  in  the  history  of  the  early 
church.  As  we  shall  presently  show,  the  movement  was  hj 
no  means  limited  to  a  few  localities ;  on  the  contrary,  it  en- 
listed the  warm  sympathies  of  thousands  of  Christians  in  the 
east  and  the  west;  it  subsisted  for  several  centuries  as  a  dis- 
tinct organization  under  its  original  name,  maintaining  a. 
vigorous  life ;  and  if  it  did  not,  strictly  speaking,  give  birtb 
to,  it  at  least  prepared  the  way  for  other  secessions  from  th©^ 
dominant  church,  the  influence  of  which  can  be  traced  more- 
or  less  distinctly  down  to  the  epoch  of  the  Eeformation. 

Here  then  is  a  great  historical  fact.  In  the  middle  of  the 
third  century  the  church  is  suddenly  rent.  Thousands  of 
her  members  withdraw  firom  her  fellowship,  and  form  a 
separate  communion,  known  as  that  of  the  Cathari  or  Puri- 
tans, which  survives  for  centuries.  What  were  the  causes- 
of  this  schism  ?  What  relation  did  they  bear  to^the  actual 
life  of  the  church  in  that  age — what  light  do  they  cast  upon 
her  internal  condition,  her  faith,  and  her  forms?  These- 
questions  certainly  come  within  the  sphere  of  history,  the 
history  which,  refusing  to  content  itself  with  the  compara- 
tively humble  function  of  recording  the  events  of  the  past, 
seeks  to  discover  their  causes  and  their  consequences,  their 
earliest  germ  and  their  ripened  firuits.  It  is  by  the  prose- 
cution of  such  inquiries,  that  history  is  enabled  to  give  fortk 

VOL-  vn.— NO.  III.  29 
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her  loftiest  lessons,  and  to  gather  from  the  experience  of 
the  ages  that  are  gone,  principles  of  the  highest  practical 
value  applicable  to  the  present  day  and  to  future  genera- 
tions. Most  of  our  older  ecclesiastical  authors,  however, 
in  discussing  these  and  the  like  topics,  have  unfortunately 
yielded  an  implicit  deference  to  the  authority  of  the  Fathers, 
to  which  they  were  no  more  entitled  when  asserting  matters 
of  fact,  than  when  expounding  matters  of  faith.  They  seem 
to  have  looked  upon  it  as  a  sort  of  heresy,  to  question  the 
veracity  of  such  men  as  Cyprian,  Eusebius,  Optatus,  and 
others,  when  speaking  of  the  events  of  their  own  day.  In 
short,  the  so  called  Catholic  writers  having  got  theear  of  the 
church,  told  the  story  of  the  past  in  their  own  way,  illus- 
trating it  with  portraits  of  heretics  and  schismatics,  Vf  hich 
too  many  over-credulous  Protestants  received  as  truthful 
pictures  of  the  originals,  though  the  features  of  most  of 
them  are  to  the  last  degree  repulsive. 

In  the  present  day,  the  student  of  history  is  not  quite  so 
ready  to  take  things  upon  trust;  he  demands  that  the  testi- 
mony of  contemporary  witnesses,  however  illustrious  or  ob- 
scure, be  sifted  and  compared ;  that  they  be  subjected  to  a 
rigid  cross-examination,  and  that  the  documents  of  the  re- 
mote past,  so  far  as  possible,  be  dealt  with  just  as  we  deal 
with  those  of  later  times.*  Then,  again,  a  much  wider  field 
is  open  to  him  fron^  whence  to  gather  illustrations  of  the 
tendencies  of  human  nature  sanctified  and  depraved.  The 
history  of  the  schisms  of  the  last  few  centuries  supplies  him 
with  important  helps  for  the  better  understanding  of  the 
true  character  and  results  of  those  of  the  early  church.  Now 
the  annals  of  schism  cleai'ly  establish  this  position — that  no 
man,  however  able,  eloquent,  and  pious,  can  originate  a  sect 
having  "  life  in  itself,"  on  personal  grounds  alone.  The  per- 
sonal contests  which  usually  accompany,  and  give  a  certain 
complexion  to  such  movements,  may  be  the  occasions,  but  in 
no  proper  sense  are  they  the  causes  of  them.  For  the  work 
done  by  Luther,  Zwingle,  and  their  fellow  reformers,  by  the 

*  Mosbeim,  in  his  De  Rebus  ante  Const,  erinces  a  good  deal  of  the  tme 
spirit  of  historical  research ;  yet  eren  in  this  able  work,  it  is  carious  to 
observe  in  many  places  the  contest  between  this  spirit  and  the  deference  for 
patristic  authority  derived  from  the  old  school  in  which  he  was  educated. 
Jortin,  by  the  way,  deserves  more  consideration  than  he  usually  gets. 
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Erskines  in  Scotland,  by  the  Wesleys  in  England,  a  solid 
basis  bad  been  already  laid, — a  basis  wbicb  was  the  slow 
growth  of  years.  An  able  and  ambitions  churchman  may, 
without  much  difficulty,  establish  a  party  within  any  com- 
munion ;  a  speculative  theologian  may  enlist  a  multitude  of 
zealous  advocates  of  his  peculiar  opinions ;  but,  if  we  mis- 
take not,  the  voice  of  history  emphatically  declares  that  no 
man  simply  on  personal  grounds  can  found  a  sect,  instinct 
with  life  and  energy,  and  maintaining  a  vigorous  organized 
existence  for  generations.  Yet  such  a  sect  was  the  Novatian. 
It  spread  with  marvellous  rapidity,  and  it  flourished  for  cen- 
turies. Reasoning  from  analogous  facts  we  may  safely  con^* 
dude,  that  Novatus  and  Novatian  could  never  have  raised 
a  social  structure  of  such  size  and  solidity,  unless  the  mate- 
rials for  it  had  been  prepared  long  before ;  in  other  words, 
that  they  were  simply  the  instruments  of  calling  out  and 
giving  organic  shape  to  sentiments  which  already  dwelt  in 
thousands  of  Christian  hearts. 

Neander*  thinks  that  the  schism  at  Carthage,  A.  D.  250, 
was  the  fruit  of  the  struggle  then  going  on  between  the  old 
apostolic  Presby  terianism  and  embryo  Prelacy.  Into  this  con- 
test Cyprian  threw  himself  with  the  utmost  ardor.  He  was, 
says  Hagenbach,  "  eine  durchaus  energische  Natur,  ein  Kir- 
chenfurst  in  vollen  Sinn  des  Wortes."  Cyprian  belonged  to  the 
class  of  men  who  create  commanding  positions,  and  who  can 
render  any  spot  illustrious,  by  making  it  the  centre  of  a  world- 
wide influence,  as  Augustine  made  the  little  city  of  Hippo, 
and  Calvin  the  little  town  of  Geneva.  Carthage  was  indeed 
already  great — the  ancient  mistress  of  the  sea,  once  the 
proud  rival  and  almost  the  conqueror  of  Rome,  and  now  the 
metropolis  of  North  Africa.  In  such  a  position  there  was 
much  to  stimulate  the  ambition  of  the  man  and  the  bishop, 
and  Cyprian  certainly  did  more  than  any  other  Carthaginian 
pastor,  before  or  after  him,  to  make  the  name  of  the  city 
famous  in  the  annals  of  the  church.  That  Cyprian  was  a 
man  of  sincere  piety,  i^one  acquainted  with  his  history  can 
doubt;  and  his  writings  show  that  he  had  tolerably  clear 
views  of  gospel  truth.    He  freely  expended  his  private  for- 


*  Moflheim  I>«  Rebus  takes  essentially  the  same  riew.    Schi^oeck,  it.  301, 
deems  it  doubifuL 
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tune  for  the  good  of  the  church,  and  he  terminated  his  some- 
what chequered  ministry  by  winning  the  crown  of  martyr- 
dom. But  he  was  an  ambitious  churchman,  and  endowed 
as  he  was  with  all  those  qualities  which  give  dignity  and 
influence  to  the  leader  of  a  party,  a  spotless  character,  a 
generous  disregard  of  money,  commanding  eloquence,  apt- 
ness for  business,  and  untiring  energy — it  is  not  wonderful 
that,  in  the  course  of  his  comparatively  short  pastorate,  he 
secured  for  himself  a  large  measure  of  spiritual  power.  He 
was  indisputably  the  great  man  of  the  African  church  in 
that  age,  and  no  one  was  more  thoroughly  sensible  of  that 
fact  than  Cyprian  himself. 

At  this  period  there  were  two  church  edifices  in  Carthage ; 
one  of  them  was  known  as  the  Old  (or  in  American  phrase, 
the  First  church),  of  which  Cyprian  was  the  immediate  pas- 
tor ;  the  other  had  been  built  a  short  time  before  the  date  of  the 
Schism,  upon  an  eminence  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  members  resident  in  the  country, 
hence  called  Ecclesia  in  Monte,  or  the  Hill  church,  and  was 
under  the  care  of  Novatus,  one  of  the  presbyters  of  Carthage. 
Usually  these  suburban  chapels  were  not  designed;  to  be 
independent  of  the  old  mother  church,  but  were  rather  out- 
stations  for  the  convenience  of  distant  members,  and  hence 
were  served  by  the  presbyters  in  turn.    Of  this  Hill  church, 
however,  Novatus  was  sole  paJstor,  and  as  such,  he  seems  to 
have  felt  that  his  right  to  exercise  episcopal  authority  was  as 
perfect  as  thai  of  Cyprian.     Accordingly,  he  ordained  Feli- 
cissimus  as  deacon  in  the  Hill  church  without  consulting 
Cyprian,  or  in  any  way  recognising  his  right  to  be  consult- 
ed.    Struggling  as  Cyprian  then  was  to  build  up  a  prelatic 
form  of  government,  and  to  concentrate  in  his  own  hands 
as    bishop  the  powers  of    ordination  and  of   discipline, 
the  conduct  of  Novatus  must  have  been  exceedingly  distaste- 
ful to  him.    This  act  was  followed  by  another  equally  oflfen- 
sive  on  the  part  of  the  deacon,. who  appears  to  have  been 
quite  as  determined  as  Novatus  to  uphold  the  independence- 
of  the  Hill  chureh.    Prom  the  retreat  to  which  Cyprian  had 
gone  to  avoid  the  fury  of  persecution,  he  wrote  an  epistle  to 
the  deacons  of  Carthage  in  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the 
poor's  fund,  expecting,  of  course,  that  his  directions  would  be 
obeyed  by  the  officers  of  both  churches.    The  money  be- 
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longing  to  the  Hill  church  was  in  the  hands  of  Felicissimus, 
who  sturdily  repelled  Cyprian's  claims  to  interfere  with  the 
matter,  except  in  his  own  congregation,  and  would  not  suffer 
his  messengers  to  touch  a  denarius.  Such  was  the  state  of 
affairs  when  Cyprian  returned ;  but  Novatus  having  in  the 
meanwhile  removed  to  Rome,  left  his  deacon  to  fight  the 
battle  of  independence  alone.  A  synod  was  summoned  for 
the  settlement  of  the  case,  in  which  Cyprian  being  all-pow- 
erful, the  deacon  and  his  friends  were  condemned,  but 
refusing  to  bow  to  the  decision,  they  seceded  from  the  pre- 
vailing party  and  elected  Fortunatus  bishop  of  the  new  com- 
munion. These  facts  fully  confirm  the  judgment  of  Nean- 
der,  in  regard  to  the  connexion  of  this  schism  with  the  con- 
test between  old  Presbyterianism  and  the  new-born  Prelacy. 

Gibbon  observes,  that  if  Novatusand  his  friend  the  deacon 
"  were  not  the  most  detestable  monsters  of  wickedness,  the 
zeal  of  Cyprian  must  occasionally  have  prevailed  over  his 
veracity, ^^  The  former  is  described  by  him  as  "rerum  semper 
cupidus,  rapacitate  furibundus,  arrogantia  et  stupore  superbi 
tumoris  inflatus — ^fax  et  ignis  ad  conflanda  seditionis  incen- 
dia,  turbo  et  tempestas  ad  fidei  facienda  naufragia,"  with 
many  other  and  more  hateful  qualities.  Yet  this  picture  is 
accepted  by  certain  historians  as  faithful,  because  it  is  not  to 
be  supposed  th%t  so  holy  a  man  and  martyr  as  Cyprian  could 
lose  his  temper  or  utter  a  falsehood.  Novatus  certainly 
could  not  have  become  such  a  monster  of  depravity  within  a 
single  year;  if  he  was  so  bad  a  man,  Cyprian  must  have 
been  long  aware  of  it ;  yet  he  utters  not  a  word  of  censure 
until  his  prelatic  schemes  and  claims  are  resisted  ;  nay, 
Cyprian's  own  epistles  show  that  Novatus  and  he  had  lived 
up  to  this  time  on  very  good  terms. 

The  portrait  of  Felicissimus,  as  drawn  by  the  same  hand, 
is  no  less  dark  than  that  of  Novatus;  he  was  addicted 
"ad  fraudes,  rapinas,  adulterium;"  he  was  "pecuniaa 
eommissae  sibi  fraudator,  stuprator  virginum,  matrimoni- 
orum  multorum  depopulator  et  corrupter."  But  when  he 
comes  to  trial  before  the  Synod,  Cyprian,  either  moved  by 
an  ill-judged  charity,  or  because  he  found  it  easier  to  accuse 
of  crime  than  to  make  good  his  charges,  concludes  to  say 
nothing  respecting  the  worst  of  them.  *'  Taceo  de  fraudi- 
bus,"  says  he,  "  adulteria  praetereo ;"  while  the  "  delictum 
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maximum"  of  the  deacon  was  bis  opposition  to  his  mandates. 
In  view  of  these  and  similar  facts  which  might  be  adduced, 
every  candid  man  will  admit,  that  Jortin  had  ample  reason 
for  bis  statements  in  regard  to  the  fathers  of  the  third,  fourth, 
and  succeeding  centuries,  viz.  that  their  accounts  even  of  the 
heretics  of  their  own  age  must  be  received  with  a  large  al- 
lowance for  ignorance,  credulity,  and  prejudice,  while  in  the 
case  of  their  personal  antagonists  no  reliance  wliatever  can 
be  placed  upon  the  truthfulness  of  their  representations. 
Indeed,  many  of  the  fathers  of  that  period  seem  to  have 
made  it  a  point  of  conscience  to  blacken  to  the  utmost  the 
character  of  their  opponents,  and  often  they  exhibit  a  kind 
of  savage  delight  while  tearing  from  the  victims  of  their 
wrath  the  last  shred  of  virtue,  and  hurling  at  them  the  most 
stinging  epithets  they  could  invent 

ITovatian  of  Bome  has  been  confounded  with  Novatus  of 
Oarthage,  by  some  historians,  a  mistake  easily  accounted  for 
by  the  similarity  of  their  names,  and  by  the  fact  that  they 
were  to  a  certain  extent  concerned  in  the  same  transactions. 
Even  the  bitterest  enemies  of  the  former,  with  the  single 
exception  of  his  rival  Cornelius,*  never  ventured  seriously 
to  asperse  hiS  character ;  and  we  may  safely  infer  from  this 
that  he  was  a  man  of  exemplary  life ;  for  in  what  they  do 
say  of  him,  it  is  quite  apparent  that  if  they  could  have  dis- 
covered so  much  as  a  pimple  upon  his  face,  it  would,  in  their 
eyes,  speedily  have  growr  into  a  large  and  loathsome  ulcer.' 

Of  the  early  years  of  Novatian  little  is  known  beyond  the 
&ct  that  he  was  born  and  bred  a  pagan,  aud  continued  such 
until  he  had  reached  mature  manhood.  Cyprian  in/erred 
from  his  rigid  principles  that  he  had  been  educated  in  the 
Stoic  school,  and  accused  him  of  bringing  its  evil  leaven 
with  him  into  the  church.  If  we  may  credit  the  scanty  ac- 
counts respecting  him  that  have  come  down  to  us,  the  ear- 
lier  spiritual  experience  of  Novatian  bore  some  resemblance 
to  that  of  Luther.  Under  the  pressure  of  an  apparently 
incurable  disease  he  learned  the  folly  of  philosophy,  the  emp- 
tiness of  the  world,  and  awoke  to  the  awful  consciousness 


*  In  a  letter  to  Cyprian  he  indeed  aocoses  him  of  "  subtlety,  peijuriesi 
Ileal)  a  churlish  and  wolfish  disposition,"  but  besides  being  a  personal  enemy, 
Cornelius  deals  only  in  convenient  generalities,  which  candid  historians  of  all 
parties  regard  as  the  mere  ebullition  of  spite. 
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of  his  exposure  ais  a  sinner  to  the  wrath  of  God.  After  a 
protracted  endurance  of  intense  physical  and  mental  suffer- 
ing, he  found  in  the  gospel  of  Christ  the  effectual  balm  for 
his  wounds.  While  still  confined  to  the  sick  bed  he  was 
baptized  by  Fabian,  the  venerable  pastor  of  Eome,  who  had 
formed  so  high  an  opinion  of  his  talents,  learning,  and  sin- 
cere piety,  that  he  was  ordained  presbyter  so  soon  as  his 
health  was  re-established.  He  discharged  the  duties  of  this 
office  for  a  number  of  years — historians  are  not  agreed  how 
many — but  long  enough  to  make  full  proof  of  his-  fitness 
for  it,  and  to  win  the  confidence  and  love  of  a  large  portion 
of  the  congregation.  During  the  heat  of  the  Decian  perse- 
cution, he  retired  from  Rome,  but  kept  up  in  the  meanwhile 
an  active  correspondence  with  his  flock;  and  the  eagerness 
with  which  his  advice  was  sought  by  Christians  of  all  ranks 
is  the  best  proof  that  he  held  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  and 
reverence  of  the  people. 

As  we  have  already  stated,  the  venerable  Fabian  was  one 
of  the  victims  of  the  persecution,  and  after  his  decease  the 
Roman  pastorate  remained  vacant  for  more  than  a  year. 
Novatian,  in  a  letter  to  Cyprian  written  during  the  vacancy, 
says,  "nondum  est  episcopus  propter  rerum  et  temporum 
difficultates  constitutus,"*  evidently  referring  the  delay  to 
the  storm  of  persecution  then  raging  without  the  church, 
and  to  the  difficulties  within  the  church  both  in  regard  to 
the  proper  person  to  be  chosen,  and  to  the  still  more  impor- 
tant subject  of  the  Lapsed.  When  the  day  of  election  came 
the  partisans  of  Cornelius  proved,  or  at  least  claimed  to 
be  in  the  majority ;  the  friends  of  Novatian,  however,  were 
still  resolved  that  he  should  be  their  pastor,  as  the  head  of 
an  independent  congregation  if  not  as  the  formal  successor 
of  Fabian.  Immediate  steps  were  taken  to  carry  out  their 
plan,  and  five  of  the  neighboring  bishops  came  to  Rome  and 
ordained  him  to  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  new  society. 
Novatian  and  his  people,  according  to  the  usage  of  the  times, 
despatched  letters  and  messengers  to  Alexandria,  Carthage, 
and  other  prominent  churches  in  the  east  and  west,  apprising 
their  pastors  of  what  they  had  done,  and  asking  their  ap-  . 
proval.    Cornelius,  of  course,  did  the  same.    As  the  whole 

*  Opera  NoTatUni  297.    Ed.  Jackson,  Lond.  1728. 
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aflfair  presented  some  novel  features,  it  was  so  soon  as  prac- 
ticable brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Synod  of  Rome,  by 
which  the  conduct  of  Novatian  and  his  congregation  were 
condemned,  who  thus  found  themselves  reduced  to  the  ne- 
cessity either  of  submissively  disbanding  their  new  organiza- 
tion, or  else  of  taking  their  stand  as  an  independent  body. 
They  adopted  the  latter  alternative. 

Their  assuming  the  position  of  a  distinct  sect  would  thus 
seem  to  have  been  a  matter  of  compulsion,  rather  than  of  choice. 
Neither  Novatian  nor  his  people  appear  to  have  entertained 
the  thought  of  seceding  from  the  old  communion  of  the  other 
party ;  they  would  have  been  quite  content  to  remain  in  their 
old  ecclesiastical  relations  if  allowed  a  reasonable  freedom 
of  opinion  and  action  in  regard  to  the  questions  then  agitating 
the  church.  We  may  fairly  infer  that  such  was  their  plan 
from  the  fact  of  their  sending  letters  to  the  other  churches, 
and  from  the  whole  tone  of  Novatian's  epistle  to  Cyprian,  to 
the  contents  of  which  we  shall  presently  advert  But  in 
this  as  in  so  many  other  ecclesiastical  movements,  that  say- 
ing was  found  true,  "  man  proposes,  but  God  disposes." 

Of  the  personal  history  of  Novatian  subsequent  to  his 
separation  from  the  dominant  church  no  reliable  accounts 
have  come  down  to  us.  Neither  the  time  nor  the  manner  of 
his  death  is  certainly  known,  though  Socrates  gives  it  as  a 
tradition  that  he  died  a  martyr  for  the  faith  of  Christ.  The 
few  productions  of  his  pen  that  remain  to  us  show  that  he 
was  a  man  of  very  superior  intellect  His  longest  work  is 
entitled  "  The  Rule  of  Faith,"*  as  the  object  of  it  is  to  ex- 
pound and  defend  the  true  Scriptural  doctrine,  and  the  true 
feith  of  the  church  respecting  the  being  and  perfections  of 
God,  and  the  Person  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  The  last 
topic  is  largely  discussed,  and  the  treatise  abounds  with  very 
acute  reasonings  in  support  of  the  tenet  that  Christ  is  "  very 
God  and  very  man,"  based  upon  the  testimonies  of  the  Old 
Testament  Next  we  have  a  short  tract  on  "Jewish  Meats," 
which  was  one  of  those  pastoral  epistles  which  he  was  accus- 
tomed to  send  to  his  friends  at  Rome,  from  his  place  of  re- 
treat during  the  heat  of  the  Decian  persecution.    This  little 

*  It  18  appended  to  some  editiona  of  the  works  of  TertulHan  with  the 
title  De  Tiinitate.    Jerome  speaks  of  it  positiyely  as  Noyatian'a 
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piece  contains  some  fanciful  expositions  of  the  Mosaic  law 
respecting  clean  and  unclean  animals,  but  it  furnishes  deci- 
sive evidence  that  its  author  clearly  understood  the  differ- 
ence between  the  Jewish  and  the  Christian  economies,  and 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  hath 
made  his  people  free.  "Deus  ventre  non  colitur,"  says  he, 
"  nee  cibis  quos  Dominus  dicit  perire.  Nam  qui  per  escas 
Dominum  colit,  prope  est  ut  Dominum  habeat  ventrem  suum. 
Cibus,  inquam,  verus  et  sanctus  et  mundus  est.  Fides  recta, 
immaculata  Conscientia,  et  innocens  Anima;  quisquis  sic 
pascitur,  Christo  convescitur,  talis  epulator  conviva  est  Dei ; 
iatsd  sunt  epulao  quae  Angelos  pascunt,  istae  sunt  mensae 
quae  martyres  faciunt,"  p.  275.  Besides  the  above,  there  are 
other  two  epjstles  addressed  to  Cyprian,  one  of  which  was 
written  in  the  name  of  the  Eoman  clergy,  on  the  vexed  ques- 
tion of  the  Lapsed ;  its  authorship  is  therefore  uncertain,  but 
it  is  ascribed  to  Novatian  by  Dupin,  and  is  included  by  Jack- 
son among  his  works.  Dupin  thus  sums  up  the  merits  of 
the  man  and  of  his  writings :  "  Cet  auteur  avoit  beaucoup 
d'esprit,  de  savoir,  et  d'eloquence ;  son  stile  est  pur,  net,  et 
poli ;  ses  expressions  choisis,  ses  pens6es  naturelles,  et  ses 
raisonnemens  justes.  II  est  plein  de  citations  de  passages  de 
r^riture  sainte  rapporter  fort  d-propos,  il  y  a  mSme  beau- 
coup  d'ordre  etde  methode, — et  il  parle  toujours  avec  heaucoup 
de  douceur  et  de  moderation  J^ 

Let  us  now  look  for  a  moment,  a  little  more  closely,  at  the 
causes  of  this  schism.  The  assertion  that  it  originated  in 
~  the  personal  ambition  of  Novatian  is  so  obviously  in  conflict 
with  all  that  we  know  of  the  man  and  the  movement,  that 
it  hardly  needs  to  be  discussed.  Socrates,  the  historian,  tes- 
tifies that  the  sect  "flourished  mightily  "  at  o  me,  at  Alex- 
andria, at  Constantinople,  and  many  other  cities,  while  in 
certain  provinces  of  the  east,  as  in  Phrygia,  it  included  the 
great  mass  of  the  Christian  population.  Now  mere  sympa- 
thy for  an  individual  would  never  have  gathered  round  his 
standard  such  multitudes  in  so  many  cities  and  provinces. 
The  more  common  account  is  that  the  schism  arose  out  of 
the  refusal  of  Novatian  to  readmit  the  Lapsed  to  the  com- 
munion of  the  church.  Tillemont  (Memoire  iii.  481),  Roman- 
ist-like, insists  that  the  rigid  discipline  of  Novatian  was  a  mere 
cover  for  his  ambition,  adding  that  he  taught  that  the  Lapsed 
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should  be  indeed  exhorted  to  penitence,  but  should  be  refused 
absolution,  as  the  church  had  no  power  to  remit  mortal  sin. 
He  however  appends  the  important  caveat,  "at  least  this 
is  what  S.  Pacian  and  S.  Augustine  say  of  him,  perhaps  attri-  ^ 
buting  to  Novatian  the  sentiments  of  his  followers  in  after 
times."  One  might  infer  from  this  that  Novatian  recognised 
the  Romish  distinction  of  mortal  and  venial  sin.  There  is 
not  a  shadow  of  evidence  that  he  did  so.  Socrates,  who,  if 
not  a  member  of  the  Novatian  church,  certainly  had  a  warm 
affection  for  it,  says  that  the  sect  regarded  the  offence  of  the 
Lapsed,  or  the  public  denial  of  the  name  of  Christ,  as  "the 
sin  unto  death,"  described  by  John,  and  that  consequently 
those  who  fell  into  it  should  not  be  again  admitted  into  the 
fellowship  of  the  faithful ;  they  should  be  urged  to  repent 
of  it,  but  at  the  same  time  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of 
God  who  looketh  upon  the  heart,  and  could  alone  judge  of 
the  sincerity  of  their  repentance.  But  there  is  no  proof 
that  the  founder  of  the  sect  held  even  this  precise  tenet, 
which  widely  differs  from  the  Romish  doctrine  of  mortal 
sin. 

In  the  epistle  to  Cyprian  already  quoted,  Novatian  says : 
'^Absit  enim  ab  ecclesia  Romana  vigorem  suum  tam  profana 
facilitate  dimittere,  et  nervos  severitatis  eversafidei  majestate 
dissolvere.    TJbi  enim  poterit  indulgenti»  mediciuse  pro- 
cedere,  si  etiam  ipse  medicus,  intercepta  poenitentia  indulget 
periculis?    Si  tantum  modo  operit  vulnus,  nee  sinit  neces- 
saria  temporis  remedia  obducere  cicatricem?    Hoc  non  est 
curare,  sed,  si  dicere  verum  voluraus,  occidere."    Then  afl«r 
stating  that  the  difficulties  of  the  subject  had  been  much 
enhanced  by  the  death  of  Fabian,  "a  man  of  most  noble 
memory,"  he  goes  on  to  explain  his  own  wishes.     "  Quan- 
quam  nobis  in  tam  ingenti  negotio  placeat^  quod  et  tu  (Cy- 
prianus)  ipse  tractasti;  prius  ecclesice  pacem  sustinendam; 
deinde  sic  collatione  cormliorum  cum  Episcopis,  Presbjrteris, 
Diaconis,   Confessoribus,  pariter  ac  stantibus  Laicis  fectai 
Lapsorum  tractare  rationemJ*'    He  then  bespeaks  the  earnest 
prayers  of  his  brother.     "  Oremus  pro  Lapsis  ut  erigantur, 
oremus  pro  stantibus,  ut  non  ad  ruinas  usque  tentantur.'' 
Finally,  adverting  to  the  proper  behavior  of  the  Lapsed 
themselves,  Ke  says,  "Pulsent  sane  fores,  sed  non  utiqua 
contringant.    Adeant  ad  limen  ecclesi®,  sed  non  ut  tran- 
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siliant.  Castrorum  ooelestium  excubunt  portis,  sed  armati 
modestiaqua  intelligant  si  desertores  fuisse."  He  would  have 
them  "  behold  the  kindness  and  the  severity  of  God ;"  and  re- 
member that  be  who  said  "  I  forgave  thee  all  that  debt,"  also 
said  "  whoso  shall  deny  me  before  men,  him  will  I  also  deny ;" 
that  he  who  invited  all  to  the  marriage  feast,  also  said  of  the 
man  who  had  not  on  the  wedding  garment,  "  bind  him  hand 
and  foot,  and  cast  him  out."  Now  these  are  neither  the 
sentiments  nor  the  words  of  the  ambitious  demagogue  or  of 
the  £inatical  disciplinarian.  Indeed  the  whole  epistle,  from 
"^bich  we  have  quoted,  breathes  the  spirit  of  moderation, 
and  is  evidently  the  production  of  a  conscientious  man, 
keenly  alive  to  the  evils  which  threatened  the  purity  of  the 
church,  and  anxious  to  remove  them  by  the  use  of  wise  and 
gentle,  yet  energetic  remedies. 

The  origin,  therefore,  of  Novatianism  or  Primitive  Puri- 
tanism, is  to  be  sought  not  in  the  disappointed  ambition  of 
the  man  who  gave  name  to  the  schism,  nor  in  the  dissensions 
in  the  Boman  church  in  regard  to  the  single  question  what 
should  be  done  with  the  Lapsed,  but  in  the  growing  cor- 
ruption of  the  church  at  large,  and  the  consequent  struggles 
of  her  faithful  members  to  resist  the  process  of  declension. 
At  Carthage,  the  contest  in  the  first  instance  was  against 
an  incoming  prelacy ;  at  Eonae  it  was  against  laxity  of  disci- 
pline. We  do  not  suppose  that  the  Novatians  were  them- 
selves wholly  exempt  from  the  errors  of  their  times,  and  it 
is  quite  possible  that  they,  like  the  English  Puritans  of  later 
days,  carried  some  parts  of  their  disciplinary  system  to  an 
unwarrantable  extreme.  But  their  grand  design  was  beyond 
a  doubt  essentially  the  same  as  that  for  which  the  Puritans 
of  Britain  "  resisted  unto  blood," — to  render  broad  and  visible 
the  distinction  between  the  church  and  the  world,  and  so  isx 
as  human  agency  can~go,  to  make  the  former  in  reality,  what 
she  is  in  name  and  by  profession,  a  company  of  saints. 

Accordingly  we  find  that  so  soon  as  the  news  of  the 
ejection  of  Novatian  from  the  Boman  church  reached  the 
other  cities  of  the  empire,  multitudes  in  them  at  once 
arrayed  themselves  under  his  standard ;  while  the  regions 
which  were  most  noted  for  their  attachment  to  the  pure  faith 
and  simple  order  of  apostolic  times,  were  precisely  the  local- 
ities in  which  the  new  sect  most  vigorously  flourished.    The 
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churches  of  Phrygia,  for  example,  according  to  the  testi- 
mony of  Socrates,  maintained  a  strictness  of  faith  and  mo- 
rals closely  resembling  that  which  obtained  in  New  England 
two  centuries  ago;  these  Phrygian  churches,  with  hardly 
an  exception,  ranged  themselves  on  the  side  of  Novatian 
the  instant  they  were  made  acquainted  with  the  transactions 
at  Rome,  and  they  adhered  to  the  cause  of  Puritanism  with 
an  undeviating  steadfastness  for  two  centuries  or  more.  The 
same  thing  was  true  of  the  western  churches ;  in  north 
Italy,  in  the  south  of  France,  in  the  districts  along  the  foot 
of  the  Alps,  the  regions  in  which  the  living  and  life-giving 
Christianity  of  apostolic,  times  was  most  faithfiilly  preached, 
and  whose  churches  were  least  contaminated  by  the  leaven  of 
iniquity  at  work  in  them,  the  views  of  Novatian  most  widely 
prevailed.  The  political  as  well  as  spiritual  power  wielded  by 
the  bishops  of  Rome,  after  the  union  of  the  church  and  state, 
and  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  empire  to  the  banks  of  the 
Bosphorus,  enabled  them  to  crush  the  Puritanism  of  the  west, 
or  at  least  to  compel  it  to  seek  a  refuge  amid  the  Alpine 
mountains ;  but  the  fact  is  undeniable,  that  for  a  century 
and  a  half  or  more,  the  whole  of  central  and  northern 
Italy  abounded  with  flourishing  Novatian  churches,  which 
ceased  to  exist  simply  because  they  were  put  down  by  the 
strong  arm  of  ecclesiastical  despotism. 

The  authentic  annals  of  the^ovatians  during  the  palmy 
days  of  their  existence  as  a  distinct  body,  and  onward  until 
they  disappear  from  history,  have  all  perished.  "We  are 
therefore  mainly  dependent  for  our  information  respecting 
them  upon  the  scanty  and  prejudiced  accounts  of  their  prin- 
ciples and  policy  given  by  writers  belonging  to  the  domi- 
nant church.  But  scanty  as  these  notices  are,  they 
abundantly  vindicate  the  claim  of  the  Novatians  to  the 
honored  name  of  Puritans.  In  all  the  subsequent  persecu- 
tions of  the  church,  and  ^especially  in  the  last  and  bloodiest 
one  under  Diocletian,  no  class  of  Christians  suffered  more 
than  they  for  the  word  of  God  and  the  testimony  of  Jesus 
Christ.  So,  too,  amid  the  stormy  contests  between  Orthodox 
and  Arian,  which  arose  soon  after  the  overthrow  of  Pagan- 
ism, and  for  many  years  convulsed  the  church  and  the 
empire,  none  exhibited  a  more  unwavering  steadfastness  in 
defence  of  the  vital  doctrine  in  dispute,  and  none  endured  a 
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greater  "  fight  of  aflaiction  "  for  their  tenacious  love  of  it, 
than  the  Novatians.  In  that  great  battle  for  the  truth  of 
CSirist,  they  were  in  the  front  rank  of  the  sacramental  host ; 
and  accordingly,  in  the  moments  of  Arian  triumph,  on  their 
heads  descended  the  full  force  of  Arian  vengeance.  Their 
heroic  valor  in  this  holy  war  elicited  from  the  very  church 
against  whose  corruptions  they  had  so  long  protested, 
eulogies  similar  to  those  which  Bancroft  and  other  high 
church  prelates  under  James  11.  bestowed  upon  their  "  non- 
conforming brethren "  who  had  come  to  their  rescue  in  the 
hour  of  their  peril.  The  sins  of  the  Novatians  as  "  schis- 
matics," were  for  the  moment  forgotten  in  the  admiration 
awakened  for  their  virtues  as  Orthodox  Christians. 

The  famous  Edict  of  Milan,  A.  D.  318,  by  which  the  per- 
secution that  had  raged  against  the  church  was  authorita- 
tively ended,  was  expressly  extended  to  the  Novatians,  and 
placed  them  in  common  with  the  larger  Christian  body 
under  the  protection  of  the  law.  Constantino  was  very 
desirous  to  terminate,  if  possible,  the  long  standing  schism, 
and  to  include  the  Novatian  congregations  in  the  new 
arrangement  which  he  had  resolved  to .  carry  out  with 
reference  to  the  church  at  large.  Whether  or  not  they  con- 
sidered, as  many  now  do,  Ihe  intimate  relation  between  the 
state  and  the  church,  which  the  emperor  was  prepared  to 
establish,  inconsistent  with  Ae  purity  and  the  spiritual  inde- 
pendence of  the  church  of  Christ,  we  have  no  means  to  de- 
termine with  absolute  certainty.  But  their  well  known, 
jealous,  perhaps  we  may  say,  extreme  anxiety  for  a  pure 
communion,  and  a  strict  discipline,  renders  it  highly  proba- 
ble that  their  refusal  to  come  under  the  wing  of  the  state 
arose  out  of  the  conviction,  that  if  they  accepted  the  proffered 
boon  it  must  be  at  the  expense  of  freedom,  and  that  hence- 
forth it  would  be  impossible  to  keep  up  a  broad  and  visible 
distinction  between  the  church  and  the  world.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  they  declined  the  overtures  of  the  emperor ; 
they  steadily  refused  to  have  any  share  of  the  wealth  and  the 
honors  which  Coustantine  showered  so  profusely  upon  the 
ecclesiastics  of  that  day,  and  which  they  were  so  eager  to 
secure.  It  was  a  great  temptation,  too  great  in  fact  to  be 
resisted  by  men  not  governed  by  principle.  We  have  no 
doubt,  that  the  leading  ministers  of  the  Novatian  body 
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would  have  found  no  serious  difficulty  in  the  way  of  their 
obtaining  a  comfortable  position  beneath  the  broad  shadow 
of  the  tree  of  state,  if  they  had  chosen  to  make  the  effort^ 
even  though  they  had  persisted  in  their  refusal  to  be  formally 
amalgamated  with  the  self-styled  Catholic  church.  As  yet 
there  was  no  venerable  and  powerful  Establishment,  with 
whose  "  might  and  mastery  "  it  was  dangerous  to  trifle,  and 
whose  pride  would  be  deeply  wounded  by  the  admission  of 
vulgar  dissenters  to  her  lofty  platform ;  neither  is  it  probable 
that  Constantine  was,  at  this  period,  the  bigot  to  Catholicity 
that  he  afterwards  became.  Policy,  untrammelled  by  con- 
scientious principle,  could  have  easily  discovered  avenues  and 
arts  by  which  a  church  stigmatized  by  its  enemies  as  schis- 
matic, might,  in  common  with  its  rival,  have  basked  in  the 
sunshine  of  imperial  fevor. 

But  the  Noyatians  neither  asked  the  state  to  enrich  them 
with  princely  endowments,  nor  to  erect  for  them  stately 
temples ;  they  simply  desired  to  be  protected,  and  to  be  let 
alone.  This  was  a  moderate  and  just  demand ;  but  those 
who  made  it  soon  discovered  to  their  cost,  that  if  the  church 
had  expelled  the  old  Paganism  from  the  palace  of  the 
Csesars,  she  had  not  driven  out  the  old  spirit  of  persecution, 
and  that  if  they  would  not  all(^  the  emperor  to  befriend 
them  in  his  own  way,  they  should  learn  from  bitter  ex- 
perience what  it  was  to  be  coilhted  as  his  enemies.  Their 
ecclesiastical  edifices  and  other  property  were  transferred  by 
an  imperial  edict  to  the  established  church,  and  the  meetings 
of  the  Novatians  for  religious  worship  were,  by  the  same 
authority,  in  various  ways  restrained.  It  must  have  been  a 
strange  spectacle  to  see  a  Christian  government,  in  the  first 
moment  of  its  power,  persecuting  its  Christian  subjects  as  if 
they  had  been  the  vilest  of  heretics,  and  the  undisguised 
enemies  of  religion.  But  these  ancient  Puritans,  like  their 
noble  namesakes  of  a  later  age,  **  took  joyftilly  the  spoiling 
of  their  goods,"  and  were  busy  only  to  preserve  and  propa* 
gate  the  truth  of  God. 

This  state  of  things  laste4  for  nearly  ten  years.  During 
a  considerable  part  of  this  period,  Constantine  was  too  much 
occupied  with  political  affairs  to  allow  of  his  looking  after 
the  rigid  enforcement  of  his  proscriptive  laws  against  "secta- 
rians and  non-conformists,"  and  many  of  them  probably  were 
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a  dead  letter.  But  they  were  not  rescinded  until  after 
Arianism  bad  arisen  to  convulse  the  establiished  church,  and 
to  give  the  Novatians  a  fresh  opportunity  of  exhibiting  their 
unbending  orthodoxy.  As  we  have  before  intimated,  their 
conduct  during  the  progress  of  that  memorable  controversy 
so  emphatically  vindicated  the  purity  of  their  principles  and 
character,  that  the  hostility  of  the  emperor  and  of  the  domi- 
nant church  was  very  much  abated.  The  doors  of  the 
"  Catholic  communion "  were  again  thrown  wide  open  for 
their  admission,  and  earnest  efforts  were  made  to  induce 
them  to  come  in.  When  the  memorable  council  of  Nice  was 
invoked,  Acesius,  the  Novatian  pastor  of  Constantinople, 
was  expressly  invited  by  the  emperor  to  assist  in  its  delibe* 
rations,  an  honor  which  was  conferred  upon  no  other  sect. 
It  is  possible  that  Acesius  attended  the  discussions  as  a  specta- 
tor, but  it  is  evident  from  a  conversation  reported  by  Socrates 
and  Sozomen  as  having  taken  place  between  him  and  Con- 
stantino soon  after  the  dissolution  of  the  synod,  that  he  was 
not  a  member  of  it.  After  the  formal  publication  of  the 
Nioene  confession,  the  emperor  asked  Acesius  if  he  agreed 
to  it.  "  My  prince,"  replied  he,  "  I  know  of  nothing  new 
determined  by  the  council.  I  have  always  understood,  that 
from  the  beginning,  from  the  very  days  of  the  apostles,  the 
same  definition  of  the  fruth  has  been  handed  down  to  us." 
"Why  then,"  asked  the  emperor,  "  do  you  separate  yourself 
from  our  communion?"  Acesius  then  explained  to  him 
what  had  happened  during  the  persecution  by  Decius,  when 
many  fell  from  the  profession  of  their  faith  and  relapsed  into 
idolatry ;  and  spake  of  the  rule  which  forbade  the  admission 
to  the  sacred  mysteries  of  those  who,  after  baptism,  had  com- 
mitted a  sin  which  the  Scriptures  declare  to  be  a  sin  unto 
death.  "They  ought  indeed,"  he  added,  "to  be  urged  to 
repentance,  but  should  not  be  encouraged  to  hope  for  pardon 
through  the  ministrations  of  the  priests.  They  should  look 
directly  to  God,  who  alone  can  judge  of  the  sincerity  of  their 
repentance,  and  who  alone  has  the  power  and  prerogative  of 
remitting  sins."  "  Take  a  ladder,  then,  Acesius,"  replied  the 
emperor,  "  and  ascend  alone  to  heaven." 

The  eighth  canon  of  the  council  of  Nice,  though  not  very 
gracious  in  ita  tone,  and  in  some  measure  breathing  the 
haughty  spirit  of  "  the  church  as  by  law  established,"  clearly 
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enough  indicates  that  the  venerable  fisithers  were  not  without 
hopes  of  winning  back  the  hitherto  scrupulous  Puritans  to 
their  communion.  In  this  canon  the  conditions  of  union 
are  defined.  But  they  were  again  destined  to  be  disap- 
pointed.  The  Novatians  as  a  body  persisted  in  standing 
aloof  from  the  established  church.  It  may  be  said,  that  they 
were  prompted  to  act  thus, — to  repel  the  advances  of 
brethren  with  whom  they  should  have  joined,  and  presented 
one  unbroken  phalanx  against  the  inroads  of  Arian  heresy, 
by  that  sectarian  spirit  which  has  often  kept  alive  parties  in 
the  church  long  after  the  original  causes  of  their  existence 
had  been  removed.  The  grounds  of  the  Kovatian  schism, 
however,  were  not,  properly  speaking,  dogmatia  The  views 
of  the  Kicene  and  Novatian  &thers  on  the  leading  doctrinal 
points  embodied  in  the  so  called  Apostles',  and  in  the  Nicene 
creed,  were  essentially  the  same.  But  the  reasons  which 
led  the  early  Novatians,  afl«r  they  had  been  thrust  out  of 
the  dominant  church,  to  take  up  an  antagonistic  position, 
and  to  found  a  separate  communion,  still  existed  in  full 
force.  Even  ten  years  of  relentless  persecution  had  not 
eradicated  from  the  visible  body  of  Christ  the  evil  leaven 
which  had  been  so  long. working  among  its  wide-spread 
membership.  These  ten  dismal  years  may  have  checked 
the  process  of  declension,  but  the  succeeding  ten  years  of 
imperial  favor  and  state  patronage  had  given  it  a  fresh 
impulse,  rapidly  developing  the  old  tendencies  to  super- 
stition and  will- worship  in  the  liturgic  services  of  the  church, 
and  to  a  hierarchal  prelacy  with  its  diverse  ranks  of  clergy 
in  her  constitution. 

The  isolated  and  antagonistic  position  of  the  Novatian 
church  with  reference  to  the  larger  body,  and  the  'total  ces* 
sation  of  visible  fellowship  between  them,  were  necessarily 
calculated  to  keep  the  former  rooted  and  grounded  in  their 
original  principles,  and  to  preserve  them  from  many  of  the 
superstitious  practices  prevalent  in  the  established  church. 
In  such  circumstances,  men  are  naturally  disposed  to  watch 
with  the  utmost  vigilance  a  society  which  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  denounce  as  corrupt,  in  order  to  discover 
fresh  grounds  for  their  hostile  attitude,  and  their  condemna- 
tory testimony.  This  supposition  is  exactly  coincident  with 
the  scanty  notices  of  the  Novatians  by  the  later  &thers. 
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Prom  these  we  learn  that  they  condemned  the  use  of  oil  in 
hogptism;  prayers  for  the  dead;  and  the  worship  of  martyrs. 
But  we  are  not  to  imagine  that  their  non-conformity  with 
the  dominant  church  was  confined  to  these  three  points; 
though,  in  the  absence  of  their  own  authentic  records,  we 
cannot  enumerate  all  the  particular  unscriptural  and  super- 
stitious usages  rejected  by  them.  Still  their  uncompromising 
oppOffltion  to  the  three  above-named  salient  features  of  the 
"  mystery  of  iniquity,"  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  stamp  them  as 
belonging  to  the  noble  "  cloud  of  witnesses,''  and  to  warrant 
their  assumption  of  the  name  of  Puritans.  However,  this  is 
not  the  only  proof  that  the  Novatian  communion  was  to 
a  far  greater  degree  exempt  from  superstitious  rites  and 
ceremonies,  and  included  a  larger  share  of  intelligent  scriptu- 
ral piety  than  any  other  portion  of  the  nominal  church. 
We  refer  to  the  testimony  of  Socrates,  the  continuator  of 
Eusebius. 

Socrates  of  Constantinople  was  bred  a  lawyer,  and  for 
some  years  prosecuted  his  profession  in  his  native  city  with 
diligence  and  success,  but  at  length  abandoned  the  bar,  and 
addicted  himself  exclusively  to  the  study  of  ecclesiastical 
history.  In  early  life  he  had  enjoyed  the  best  educational 
advantages  of  the  metropolis,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that 
his  training  as  a  jurist,  and  his  practice  in  the  courts  of  law, 
materially  contributed  to  qualify  him  for  the  work  to  which 
in  the  maturity  of  his  manhood  he  devoted  himself,  of  writing 
the  ecclesiastical  annals  of  his  age.  He  seems  to  have  been 
a  man  of  sincere  piety,  of  good  sound  sense,  who,  living  in  a 
city  and  at  a  period  notorious  for  the  bigotry  and  violence 
of  their  ecclesiastical  factions,  preserved  the  spirit  of  modera- 
tion, and  weighed  with  candor  the  merits  and  demerits  of 
the  various  parties  by  which  the  church  was  divided.  Baro- 
nius  and  Labbeus,  following  Nicephorus,  peremptorily  insist 
that  Socrates  was  a  member  of  the  Novatian  communion ; 
but  Valesius,  who  somewhat  largely  discusses  the  question 
in  the  preface  to  his  edition  of  the  history  of  Socrates  and 
Sozomen,  has  clearly  proved  that  they  were  mistaken, 
though  he  admits  that  the  reasons  of  this  opinion  are  "  nee 
paucae,  nee  leves."  In  other  words,  the  historian  recognises 
and  fidthfuUy  depicts  the  various  virtues  of  the  Novatians, 
and  on  several  occasions  betrays  not  only  a  warm  affection 
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for  the  men,  with  many  of  whom  he  was  personally  acquaint- 
ed, but  a  decided  sympathy  with  their  principles.  Thus 
when  giving  a  summary  of  the  early  history  of  the  body 
(iv.  24),  he  almost  goes  the  length  of  endorsing,  in  so  many 
words,  the  rigid  discipline  'of  Novatian  in  regard  to  the 
Lapsed ;  and  expressly  testifies,  not  only  that  multitudes  in 
the  east  and  west  approved,  but  that  they  included  the 
largest  share  of  the  holiest  men  and  the  purest  churches  of 
that  day.  He  refers  in  particular  to  the  Paphlagonians  and 
Phrygians,  and  to  the  high  standard  of  morals  that  obtained 
among  them,  and  then  adds  the  remark,  "  it  is  certainly  true 
that  they  live  c-»pp0UTTtf6f  than  the  men  of  any  other  sect." 

Of  the  Novatian  church  at  Constantinople,  and  of  its 
various  fortunes  under  Orthodox  and  Arian  emperors, 
Socrates  supplies  us  with  a  good  deal  of  valuable  informa- 
tion ;  yet  we  much  regret  that  one  so  competent  to  the  task, 
and  withal  so  candid,  did  not  deem  it  worth  his  while  to 
describe  their  internal  organization.  He  has  also  given  por- 
traits more  or  less  complete  of  the  succession  of  pastors  from 
the  times  of  Constantine  down  to  his  own.  Some  of  them 
were  men  of  rare  gifls  as  preachers  and  authors,  while  all  of 
them  were  illustrious  examples  of  primitive  apostolic  piety. 
One  of  them,  Sisinnius,  was  evidently  an  especial  favorite  of 
our  historian,  who  says  that  he  wrote  a  large  number  of 
books,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  prelates  of  "the 
church  "  and  persons  of  senatorial  rank  for  his  distinguished 
attainments  in  philosophy,  logic,  and  biblical  learning,  as  well 
as  for  his  ready  wit.  Though  by  no  means  puritanical  in  the 
material  and  style  of  his  ordinary  dress,  ^e  seems  to  have 
been  a  Puritan  of  the  extremest  sort  in  regard  to  his  ecclesi- 
astical vestments.  The  pulpit  dress  of  that  day,  Socrates 
relates,  was  black.  Sisinnius,  however,  was  accustomed  to 
preach  in  white.  He  was  one  day  taken  to  task  for  this 
violation  of  rule  by  a  member  of  '*the  church,"  who  asked 
him,  "  where  is  it  written  in  Scripture  that  a  bishop  should 
appear  in  a  white  garment?"  "Give  me  first,"  retorted 
Sisinnius,  "the  passage  in  which  it  is  said  he  shall  wear 
black."  His  censor  was,  of  course,  silenced.  "You  can 
find  no  such  text — but  I  will  give  my  authority  from  Scrip- 
ture ;  for  does  not  Solomon  exhort  us,  saying,  let  thy  gar- 
ment always  be  white  P^    Socrates  quotes  other  illustrations 
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of  the  ready  wit  of  Sisinnins,  but  we  have  given  this  one 
because  it  appears  to  us  plainly  to  imply  that  one  of  the 
well  known  and  distinctive  principles  of  the  Novatians  was 
the  supreme  authority  of  Scripture  as  the  rule  of  faith  and 
manners.  Else  why  should  the  churchman  have  demanded 
from  the  dissenter  his  Scriptural  authority  for  his  unusual 
dress,  unless  he  fancied  that  he  had  a  fine  chance  for  a  hit  at 
the  Puritanism  which  refused  to  observe  ordinances  having 
no  other  warrant  than  such  as  was  derived  from  tradition  or 
the  church  ? 

But  the  historian  who  records  this  piece  of  pleasantry,  has 
supplied  us  with  more  decisive  evidence  of  the  fact;  that  one 
ojf  the  distinguishing  features  of  the  Primitive  Puritans  was 
their  recognition  of  the  Bible  as  the  exclusive  rule  of  faith 
and  life.  In  his  5th  Book  there  is  a  very  remarkable  chap- 
ter (22)  bearing  upon  this  point,  from  which  we  should  be 
glad  to  make  large  extracts,  if  our  limits  allowed.  It 
exhibits  the  judgment  of  Socrates  concerning  the  diversity 
of  usage  that  then  'existed  in  Christendom  in  regard  to 
Easter,  baptism,  fasting,  religious  assemblies,  and  other 
ecclesiastical  rites.  Eeferring  to  the  famous  dispute  about 
Easter,  he  says,  "  Now  it  seems  to  me  that  in  this  matter 
neither  the  ancients  nor  the  moderns  have  sufficiently  con- 
sidered, that  when  the  Jewish  law  was  superseded  by  the 
Christian  worship,  the  observance  of  the  Mosaic  ceremonies 
entirely  ceased.  It  is  most  clearly  demonstrable,  not  only 
that  there  is  no  law  of  Christ  which  permits  Christians  to 
judaize — Uviat^ti^ — but  that  the  apostle  expressly  forbids 
them  to  do  so.  ^  Certainly  the  apostles  never  imposed  upon 
those  to  whom  they  preached,  such  a  yoke  of  bondage,  as  to 
require  them  to  keep  Easter  and  other  festivals.  But  as  men 
are  very  fond  of  such  daySj  because  they  bring  rest  from  daily 
toil — iiti  T6  tifitv^tii  rm  vifttf  «f  avreui — they  were  gradually 
established  by  the  force  of  custom.  So  it  was  with  Easter, 
the  observance  of  which  gradually  became  a  general  custom 
— ^it  was  ordained  by  none  of  the  apostles,  but  grew  up 
ij  e$ovi."  He  then  gives  an  extended  description  of  the 
variety  of  usage  that  obtained  in  the  church ;  in  the  course 
of  which  he  remarks  that,  "  no  religious  sect  has  the  same 
ceremonies  in  th^ir  worship ;  even  those  who  hold  the  same 
doctrines  and  the  same  feith  diflfer  widely  among  themselves 
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in  their  religious  rites.  Among  all  sects  (the  context  shows 
that  he  includes  the  "  Catholics  '*)  you  will  hardly  find  two 
churches  whose  modes  of  prayer  are  identical."  Adverting 
to  the  miserable  disputes  then  so  common  about  times  and 
forms  of  worship,  he  quotes  the  decrees  of  the  apostolic  synod 
at  Jerusalem,  and  adds,  "  nowadays  there  are  many  who, 
despising  these  apostolic  laws,  look  upon  whoredom  as  a 
very  small  matter,  yet  fight  for  their  festivals  ^  ^tn  -^wx*^" 
Finally  he  comes  to  the  wise  conclusion  that,  "  as  no  one  can 
pretend  to  bring  a  law  of  Christy  or  of  his  Apostles^  imposing 
these  and  the  like  rites  and  ceremonies  upon  Christians, 
every  ma*h  should  be  left  free  to  follow  the  dictates  of  his 
own  conscience ;  to  determine  for  himself  whether  he  will 
receive  or  reject  them,  and  ^t  none  should  he  compelled  to 
observe  them  through  necessity  or  fear ^^ 

Socrates  relates,  that  among  the  Novatians  this  rule 
obtained  in  regard  to  the  festival  of  Easter.  It  was  formally 
decided  by  one  of  their  synods,  that  as  the  Scriptures  laid 
down  no  rule  on  this  subject,  the  church  had  no  right  to 
enact  one;  that  it  belonged  to  the  class  of  "  things  indiffer- 
ent," and  that  therefore  each  congregation  was  entitled  to  fix 
for  itself  the  time  of  keeping  Easter ;  or  if  its  members  so 
pleased,  not  to  keep  it  at  all.  In  the  chapter  fi*om  which  we 
have  quoted,  the  historian  claims  to  speak  for  himself  alone; 
to  give  his  own  private  sentiments  on  the  topics  discussed  in 
it ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  also  gave  utterance  to 
the  distinctive  opinions  of  the  Puritanism  of  that  age — opi- 
nions which  it  is  quite  probable  he  had  himself  imbibed  from 
^  his  daily  intercourse  with  these  Bible-lovingiand  intelligent 
Christians.  The  reason  why  the  overtures  for  union  made 
by  the  Nicene  fathers  failed,  now  becomes  quite  obvious. 
The  hearty  amalgamation  of  two  such  bodies  was  impossible  ; 
for  their  foundation  principles  were  as  antagonistic  as  light 
and  darkness.  Such  is  the  teaching  of  the  church  history 
of  all  ages.  We  may  bring  the  representatives  of  these 
principles  into  the  same  visible  society,  or  into  one  ecclesias- 
tical establishment,  like  that  of  England,  but  after  all,  their 
unity  is  mere  conformity.  Their  only  common  bond  is  the 
chain  that  binds  them  to  the  state.  The  church  of  England 
at  the  Reformation  tried  to  bring  these  opposite  principles 
into  harmony,  and  for  a  time  thought  she  had  succeeded, 
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but  she  speedily  discovered  that,  like  the  wife  of  Isaac,  she 
had  "  two  nations  in  her  womb,  and  that  two  manner  of 
people  should  be  separated  from  her  bowels."  Perhaps  we 
may  add,  that  before  her  career  is  fully  run,  she  may  find 
the  latter  part  of  the  above  prediction  no  less  applicable  to 
her  case — "  the  one  people  shall  be  stronger  than  the  other 
people,  and  the  elder  shall  serve  the  younger." 

But  the  limits  of  this  article  forbid  our  prosecuting  the 
subject  further  for  the  present.  Enough,  we  apprehend,  has 
been  said  to  convince  the  candid  reader  that  those  who'Jn 
the  earlier  ages  of  the  church  bore  the  name  of  Puritans, 
were  not  undeserving  of  the  appellation ;  that  the  Primitive 
Puritanism  and  the  Puritanism  of  later  times  have  many 
features  in  common.  There  were  other  bodies  of  Christians 
that  came  into  existence  at  a  later  period,  and  which  occupy- 
ing essentially  the  same  stand-point  with  the  Kovatians, 
were  equally  entitled  to  the  name  of  Puritans — such  as  the 
Luciferians,  the  jErians,  the  Paulicians,  and  others.  Their 
history  is  full  of  interest^  and  deserves  to  be  better  known 
than  it  is.  But  the  Novatians  were  the  first  to  win  and  wear 
the  appellation ;  they  were  the  earliest  organized  body  that 
appears  in  the  long  line  of  faithful  witnesses  against  the  cor- 
ruptions of  the  nominal  church.  That  this  line  reaches  back 
to  those  early  ages,  it  is  impossible  to  doubt  "  The  Chris- 
tian church,"  says  Monastier,*  "  did  not  quit  the  narrow  path 
of  sound  doctrine,  the  purity  and  simplicity  of  her  hidden 
life  with  Christ,  without  encountering  a  protracted  resistance 
on  the  part  of  her  sound  members.  Who,  he  adds,  can 
recount  all  the  efforts  put  forth  to  turn  aside  so  great  a  mis- 
fortune, to  prevent  so  sad  a  shipwreck?"  The  earthly 
records  of  the  struggles  and  sufferings  of  these  noble  bands 
of  faithful  men  among  the  faithless,  have  long  since 
perished;  only  a  few  isolated  fragments  survive,  and  it  is 
therefore  impossible  to  do  full  justice  to  their  memory,  by 
showing  how  much  after  generations  owe  to  their  resistance 
against  the  incoming  tide  of  worldliness  and  superstition. 
Still  we  may  well  believe,  that  the  influence  of  a  body  like 
the  Novatian,  so  widely  diffused,  including  such  multitudes 
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of  intelligent  Christians,  with  not  a  few  eloquent  preachers 
and  able  authors,,  a  body  untrammelled  by  state  control,  ex- 
cept as  it  was  the  object  of  prescriptive  laws,  and  boldly  dis- 
playing a  banner  because  of  Truth  and  Purity,  must  have 
been  powerful,  at  least  in  particular  localities,  in  the  way  of 
impeding  the  onward  course  of  a  declining  church.  They, 
unquestionably,  were  the  persons  of  whom  Celestine  of 
Rome,  about  the  middle  of  the  fifth  century,  so  bitterly  com- 
plains as  '*  the  troublers  of  Israel  '*  in  North  Italy.  The 
patriarchs  of  Alexandria  were  vexed  by  multitudes  of 
"troublers"  of  the  same  sort,  and  continued  to  be  down  to 
the  memorable  epoch  when  churchmen  and  schismatics  were 
swept  away  by  the  overflowing  flood  of  the  Saracen  inva- 
sion. They  could  not  stay  the  development  of  the  mystery 
of  iniquity,  nor  prevent  the  appearance  of  the  Man  of  Sin  in 
the  temple  of  God,  but  in  ages  of  festering  corruption 
they  kept  their  own  garments  clean,  they  fought  a  good  fight, 
and  gained  for  themselves  imperishable  renown. 


Art.  VII.— The  Resurrection  ;  The  Conflagration  ; 
The  Judgment. 

A  correspondent  addresses  to  us  the  following  inquiries, 
to  which,  as  they  are  of  interest  to  our  readers  generally,  we 
reply  through  the  Journal. 

1.  "How  do  you  reconcile  Daniel's  prophecy,  chap.  xii.  2,  with 
the  resurrection  of  the  saints  at  the  beginning,  and  of  the  wicked  at 
the  close  of  the  millennial  period  ?  ^ 

2.  "Regarding  as  I  do  the  language  of  2  Peter  iii.  4-13  as  literal 
throughout,  I  must  believe  all  the  wicked  then  living  to  be  doomed 
to  destruction  (see  a  kindred  passage,  2  Thess.  i.  8,  9),  and  the 
heavens  and  earth  to  be  subjected  to  purification  by  fire  so  as  to 
become  a  fit  abode  for  Christ  and  his  glorified  saints.  Now  the 
wicked  being  slain,  and  the  risen  and  changed  saints  not  being  sub- 
ject to  the  law  of  marriage  (Matt  xxii.  30),  and  therefore  not  propa 
gating  their  species,  whence  shall  come  those  nations  over  whom 
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Messiah  with  his  risen  saints  shall  rule  in  the  millennial  ages  ?  I  admit 
the  doctrine  of  a  rule  over  the  Gentile  nations  (see  Zech.  xiv.  16,  and 
many  other  passages),  but  I  cannot  account  for  successive  generations 
of  men  with  2  Peter  iii.  4-13,  2  Thess.  i.  8,  9,  and  Matthew  xxii. 
30,  before  me. 

3.  "How  do  you  reconcile  Matthew's  account,  chap.  xxv.  31-46, 
of  one  simultaneous  judgment  of  *  all  nations,*  the  separation  of  the 
sheep  from  the  goats  (thus  implying  the  promiscuous  assemblage  of 
both  up  to  the  moment  of  discrimination),  and  the  reward  given  to 
each  according  to  their  deeds  on  the  one  great  occasion,  with  two 
diflferent  and  widely  remote  periods  oi  judgment,  as  indicated  by  the 
Apocalypse  xx.? " 

.  To  these  questions  we  return  the  following  answers. 


I.   THE  BESURRECTION.      DANIEL  XII,  1-3. 

"  And  at  that  time  shall  Michael  stand  up,  the  great  prince 
who  standeth  for  the  children  of  tliy  people ;  and  then  shall 
be  a  time  of  trouble  such  as  there  never  was  since  there  was 
a  nation  even  to  that  same  time ;  and  at  that  time  thy  people 
shall  be  delivered,  every  one  that  shall  be  found  written  in 
the  book. 

"And  many  of  them  that  sleep  in  the  dust  of  the  earth 
shall  awake;  some  to  everlasting  life,  and  some  to  shame  and 
everlasting  contempt. 

'*And  they  that  be  wise  shall  shine  as' the  brightness  of  the 
firmament ;  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness,  as  the 
stars  for  ever  and  ever." 

The  impression  that  this  annunciation  of  the  resurroction 
of  the  two  classes  of  the  dead  is  apparently  inconsistent  with 
the  revelation  made  in  the  New  Testament,  that  the  unright- 
eous are  to  be  raised  at  a  far  later  period  than  the  righteous, 
springs  obviously  from  the  assumption  that  the  passage  re- 
presents  or  implies  that  the  resurrection  of  the  evil,  as  well  as 
the  just,  is  to  take  place  contemporaneously  with  Michael's 
interposition  to  deliver  his  people  in  the  time  of  their  great 
tribulation.  That,  however,  is  mistaken.  There  is  no  speci- 
fication in  V.  2  that  the  resurrection  is  to  occur  at  the  same 
time  as  the  deliverance  of  the  Israelites  by  Michael,  such  as 
there  is  v.  1,  that  their  deliverance  is  to  be  wrought  at 
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identically  the  time  of  their  great  danger  and  distress. 
Instead,  y.  2  is  a  simple  announcement  that  the  multitudes 
of  the  dead  are  to  awake — some  to  life  and  glory,  and  some 
to  shame  and  dishonor,  under  the  interposition  and  reign  of 
Michael  the  great  prince  of  the  Israelites  and  monarch  of  the 
earth,  who,  it  had  been  revealed,  chap,  yii.,  is  to  come  in  the 
clouds  of  heaven,  assume  the  sceptre  of  ther  world,  and 
invest  his  saints  with  its  dominion,  at  the  time  of  the  over- 
throw of  the  fourth  monarchy,  symbolized  by  the  ten-homed 
beast ;  precisely  as  in  John  v.  28,  29,  there  is  a  prediction 
of  the  resurrection  of  the  two  classes  of  the  dead  by  Christ's 
voice,  without  any  intimation  that  the  resurrection  of  those 
who  have  done  evil  is  not  to  take  place  at  the  same  time  jks 
that  of  the  righteous.  '^  The  hour  is  coming  in  the  which  all 
that  are  in  the  graves  shall  hear  his  voice  and  shall  come 
forth ;  they  that  have  done  good,  unto  the  resurrection  of 
life,  and  they  that  have  done  evil,  unto  the  resurrection 
of  damnation."  There  is  no  indication  of  the  period  of  the 
resurrection,  except  that  it  is  to  be  under  the  personal 
presence  and  reign  of  Michael,  t.  e.  Christ,  as  the  prince  of  his 
people  and  monarch  of  the  world.  The  verb,  "  shall  stand 
up,"  is  used  by  hypocatastasis  to  denote  that  Christ  shall 
then  appear  personally,  and  act  in  his  station  as  the  great 
prince  of  the  earth.  To  stand  up  is  to  assume  the  attitude 
of  conspicuity  and  action.  The  prediction  that  Christ  is  then 
to  stand  up,  is  a  prediction,  therefore,  that  he  is  then  openly 
to  assume  his  station  as  the  king  of  Israel  and  of  the  earth, 
and  to  exert  the  of&cial  acts  that  belong  to  that  station ;  and 
among  the  great  acts  that  are  to  mark  his  reign,  is  the 
resurrection  of  the  dead — the  holy  to  life,  the  unholy  to 
shame. 

The  resurrection  of  the  holy  dead,  indeed,  instead  of 
taking  place  at  the  same  time  as  the  deliverance  of  the 
Israelites  from  their  great  trouble,  it  is  indicated,  chap.  viL, 
is  to  precede  that  crisis.  The  saints  who  are  to  take  the 
kingdom  at  the  destruction  of  the  fourth  monarchy,  and 
possess  it  for  ever  and  ever  under  Christ,  are  undoubtedly 
the  risen  and  glorified  saints ;  for  it  is  they  who  are  to  reign 
with  him  during  the  thousand  years.  Rev.  xx.  4-6.  But  the 
saints  who  are  to  take  and  possess  the  kingdom  during  his 
reign  are  symbolized,  Dan.  ii.  35,  44,  45,  by  the  stone  cut 
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out  of  the  mountain  without  hands,  which  was  the  instru- 
ment by  which  the  image  was  smitten  and  destroyed.  ''And 
in  the  days  of  these  kings  shall  the  God  of  heaven  set  up  a 
kingdom  which  shall  never  be  destroyed ;  and  the  kingdom 
— %.  e.  the  kingly  power  in  it — shall  not  be  left  to  other 
people,  but  it,  u  e.  the  new  dynasty  or  body  of  kingly  saints, 
shall  break  in  pieces  and  consume  all  these  kingdoms ;  and 
it  shall  stand  for  ever.  Forasmuch  as,  t.  e.  according  as  thou 
sawest  that  the  stone  was  cut  out  of  the  mountain  without 
hands,  and  that  it  brake  in  pieces  the  iron,  the  brass,  the 
clay,  the  silver,  and  the  gold ; — the  great  God  hath  made 
known  to  the  king  what  shall  come  to  pass  hereafter."  In 
li^e  manner  it  is  revealed,  Eev.  xix.  14,  that  the  risen  saints 
are  to  attend  Christ  at  his  descent  to  destroy  the  wild  beast, 
fsklse  prophet,  and  their  armies,  at  the  battle  of  Armageddon. 
The  same  revelation  is  made  also  Zech.  xiv.  1-5,  Bev.  ii« 
26,27.    . 

As  then  the  saints  are  to  be  raised  before  the  interposition 
of  Christ  to  deliver  the  Israelites  ft*om  their  tribulation, 
though  <0er  he  assumes  the  sceptre  of  the  earth,  Bev.  zi  16, 
the  annunciation,  v.  2,  of  the  resurrection  of  the  two  classes 
of  the  dead,  is  obviously  a  mere  annunciation  of  their  resur- 
rection under  his  reign,  without  any  specification  of  the  mo- 
ment when  it  is  to  take  place,  or  implication  that  both 
classes  are  to  be  raised  at  the  same  time. 

There  is  no  inconsistency,  therefore,  of  this  prediction  with 
the  revelation  made  in  the  New  Testament  that  the  resurrec- 
tion  of  the  unholy  is  not  to  take  place  till  long  after  that  of 
the  righteous. 


II.  THE  OONTLAGRATION.       2  PETER  III.  8-18. 

**  Enowiog  this  first,  that  there  shall  come  in  the  last  of  the  days 
mockers,  walking  according  to  their  own  inordinate  desires,  and  say- 
ing, Where  is  the  promise  of  his  coming  f  For  since  the  fathers  fell 
asleep,  all  things  continue  as  from  the  beginning  of  the  creation. 
For  they  are  willingly  ignorant  [or  inconsiderate]  of  this :  that  by 
the  word  of  God  the  heavens  were  of  old,  and  the  earth  standing  out 
of  water  and  in  water,  through  which  [that  is,  the  heavens  from  which 
the  rain  fell,  and  the  land  which  was  depressed  beneath  the  ocean]  the 
world  of  that  time  was  destroyed  [that  is,  made  a  waste].    But  the 
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preseDt  heavens  and  earth  are  by  the  same  word  treasured  up  for 
fire ;  reserved  to  the  day  of  judgment  and  destruotion  of  the  men 
that  are  impious.  But  let  it  not  be  unknown  to  [or  escape]  you,  be- 
loved, that  one  day  is  with  the  Lord  as  a  thousand  years,  and  a  thou- 
sand years  as  one  day.  The  Lord  is  not  dilatory  respecting  the  pro- 
mise, as  some  count  dilatoriness ;  but  is  long  suffering  toward  us ;  not 
desiring  that  any  should  perish,  but  that  all  should  come  to  repentance.  . 

"  But  the  day  of  the  Lord  will  come  as  a  thief,  in  which  the  hea- 
vens will  pass  with  a  rushing  noise  ;  and  the  elements  being  kindled 
will  melt ;  and  the  earth  and  the  works  on  it  wiU  be  burned.  As 
then  all  these  are  (to  be)  loosed  [let  loose],  what  manner  of  persons 
ought  ye  to  be  in  holy  deportment  and  piety,  looking  for  and  ear- 
nestly awaiting  the  coming  of  the  day  of  God,  in  which  the  heavens 
being  inflamed  shall  be  let  loose  [to  rush  in  fiery  whirlwinds],  and  the 
elements  being  fired  shall  melt.  New  heavens,  however,  and  a  new 
earth,  we  according  to  his  promise  look  for,  in  which  righteousness 
dwells." 

Those  of  our  readers  who  are  familiar  with  Greek,  will 
see  that  this  translation  is  the  literal  counterpart  of  the  text, 
and  gives  the  «ense  of  the  several  parts  just  as  it  is  ex- 
pressed in  the  original.  Oi  «c»^«»«<,  the  heavens,  are  the  atmo- 
sphere merely,  the  region  of  winds,  clouds,  and  reflected 
light ;  as  in  the  expressions,  "  the  fowls  of  heaven,"  "  the 
rain  of  heaven,"  "  the  clouds  of  heaven."  The  statement 
that  •  T«T«  x^TfMi  ttiFixtr»^  the  world  of  that  time  was 
destroyed,  denotes  simply  that  it  was  destroyed  as  to  its 
inhabitableness ;  not  that  it  was  annihilated,  or  subjected 
to  a  to^l  dissolution  of  its  parts.  It  was  destroyed  as 
an  inhabitable  world,  by  the  submersion  of  all  its  land 
beneath  the  sea,  precisely  as  a  road  built  on  a  quicksand 
is  said  to  be  destroyed  when  it  sinks  beneath  the  sur- 
face; and  a  house  when  it  is  overthrown  by  a  tempest, 
though  the  change  that  takes  place  is  a  mere  change  of  po- 
sition, by  which  it  is  unfitted  for  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  erected :  not  an  annihilation,  or  even  a  dispersion  of  its 
parts.  1S9  krt^f  PLfB^wsffj  are  the  men  that  are  eminently 
wicked,  the  impious;  not  the  sinful  simply,  for  the  re- 
newed are  still  sinful ;  nor  the  men  unregenerate,  for  many 
of  them,  and  especially  the  young,  are  not  impious.  n«^iAicr- 
TcfTttt  shall  pass,  in  the  expression,  the  heavens,  i.e.  the  atmo- 
sphere shall  pass  with  a  rushing  noise,  means  simply  that  it 
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shall  rush  by  in  the  form  of  a  wind,  like  a  tornado ;  not 
that  it  shall  be  annihilated,  or  vanish  into  space,  and  leave 
the  earth  in  a  vacuum.  The  literal  meaning  of  the  verb  is, 
to  pass  along  by  ;  and  that  it  is  used  in  its  literal  sense,  is 
dear  from  the  consideration  that  the  movement  which  it 
denotes  is  to  be  (•t^ni»fy  with  a  loud  noise,  as  of  a  rushing 
wind.  It  is  employed,  therefore,  literally  to  signify  an  actual 
movement  of  the  atmosphere  along  the  surface  of  the  earth ; 
not  metaphorically,  to  express  some  analogous  change,  such 
as  annihilation,  which  would  involve  no  motion  in  space, 
and  produce  no  noise.  If,  instead  of  being  employed  lite- 
rally, it  were  used  by  a  metaphor  to  denote  some  change 
tlyit  merely  resembles  a  motion  in  space,  or  the  effect  of  such 
a  movement,  such  as  a  disappearance  like  that  of  a  body 
that  by  its  motion  passes  out  of  sight,  or  a  ceasing  to  be ; 
then  ^the  idea  of  motion  in  space  would  be  dropped,  and 
only  the  analogous  idea  of  ceasing  to  be,  be  retained.  But 
the  idea  of  motion  is  not  here  dropped,  but  is  the  identical 
act  which  the  verb  describes,  as  is  seen  from  the  fact,  that 
the  act  it  denotes,  is  to  produce  a  loud  noise,  as  of  a  rush- 
ing wind ;  which  could  not  be,  except  by  a  real,  and  a  vio- 
lent and  agitated  movement.  No  terms  could  have  been 
used  that  would  have  more  absolutely  defined  the  event 
denoted  as  a  movement  of  the  air  according  to  its  ordinary 
laws,  as  in  a  whirlwind  or  tornado ;  and  excluded  the  idea 
of  cessation  from  being  or  vanishing  into  distant  space.  As 
then  the  event  which  it  denotes,  would  have  its  full  accom- 
plishment in  furious  blasts  and  rushing  whirlwinds,  like 
those  that  result  from  volcanic  eruptions,  the  whole  mean- 
ing of  the  verb  is  confined  to  that.  No  such  sense  attaches 
to  it,  therefore,  such  as  that  ascribed  to  it  by  commentators 
who  seem  to  regard  it  as  denoting  a  rush  of  the  air  from 
the  globe  into  distant  space.  Such  a  meaning  is  as  unphi- 
losophical  indeed,  as  it  is  groundless  and  contradictory  to 
the  language.  If,  as  those  writers  suppose,  the  atmosphere 
were  to  fly  from  the  earth,  it  would  not  be  merely  by  its  being 
released  from  the  force  of  gravity,  but  by  being  endowed 
with  a  positive  repellent  force,  or  else  subjected  to  a  power- 
ful attraction  from  some  other  body ;  for  if  simply  released 
from  the  force  of  gravity,  it  would  be  the  earth  that  would 
fly  from  the  atmosphere^  not  the  atmosphere  that  would  fly 
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from  the  earth.  But  the  first  would  divest  it  of  its  power 
of  producing  sound,  no  matter  how  rapid  its  motion  might 
be ;  since  if  deprived  of  weighty  it  would  be  as  incapable 
of  vibration  as  blank  space  is;  and  even  if  still  susceptible 
of  vibration,  could  produce  no  impression  on  the  ear;  as 
weight  and  impulse  are  necessary  to  give  motion  to  the 
drum  of  the  ear,  and  excite  the  sensation  of  sound.  It 
could  not,  therefore,  produce  the  loud  rushing  noise  that  is 
to  attend  its  motion.  The  supposition  of  its  being  imbued 
with  a  repellent  force,  by  which  it  should  fly  from  the  earth, 
is  equally  inconsistent  with  its  nature,  and  would  equaUy 
divest  it  of  its  power  of  producing  by  its  departure  the  sen- 
sation of  sound.  What  can  be  more  unphilosophical 
than  to  suppose  that  the  laws  of  matt^  are  thus  to  be 
wholly  reversed,  or  the  earth  and  air  invested  with  a  new 
nature  in  order  to  thpir  destruction!  Are  these  writers 
aware  of  the  existence  of  any  such  repellent  force  in  the 
universe,  as,  if  transfused  into  the  atmosphere  or  earth,  would 
instantly  drive  them  asunder  ?  Is  not  gravity  a  property 
of  all  matter,  and  is  not  its  law  demonstrably  from  the 
movements  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  the  same  in  all  other 
spheres  as  in  this?  What  right  have  these  speculatists  to 
assume  that  that  power  is  to  be  struck  from  the  atmosphere, 
and  a  directly  opposite  principle  substituted  in  its  place,  in 
order  that  they  may  give  a  color  of  authority  to  their  theory 
of  the  annihilation  at  that  crisis  of  the  atmosphere,  and  the 
destruction  thereby  of  all  the  human  beings  then  dwelling 
on  the  globe  ?  They  surely  cannot  have  considered  what 
their  assumption  involves.  But  the  supposition  of  the  at- 
mosphere's being  endowed  with  such  a  repellent  foroe,  is 
equally  fatal  to  their  scheme ;  as  it  would  divest  it  of  its 
power  of  producing  a  sensation  of  sound  as  it  receded  from 
the  earth  :  for  as  it  would  then  fly  off  at  every  point,  in  a 
line  perpendicular  to  the  sur&ce  of  the  earth,  as  soon  as  it 
had  risen  above  the  ears  of  men — which  would  be  as  quick 
as  thought — ^it  would  cease  to  act  on  their  ears,  and  be  in- 
capable of  producing  a  sense  of  the  rushing  noise  which  is 
to  attend  the  movement  that  is  predicted  in  this  passage. 
Men,  moreover,  left  in  such  a  vacuum,  and  struggling  on  the 
one  hand  with  the  agonies  of  suffocation,  and  on  the  other 
with  the  still  greater  agonies  of  the  expansion  of  their 
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bodies  and  the  ^Fusion  of  blood  fix)m  every  pore  consequent 
on  their  being  freed  from  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere, 
would  have  little  leisure  for,  or  powQ;r  of  giving  attention  to 
the  noise  of  the  retreating  atmosphere  as  it  receded  into 
remote  space,  on  the  supposition  that  its  rush  were  percepti- 
ble by  the  ear.  Had  these  writers  carefully  considered 
what  their  construction  involves,  they  would  have  shjunk 
from  ascribing  to  the  passage  such  a  tissue  of  impossibili- 
ties and  absurdities. 

Xvixua^  are  the  elements  or  simple  substances  of  which 
the  world  or  its  different  parts  consist.  They  have  been 
supposed  by  some  writers  to  denote  those  chiefly  of  the 
atmosphere,  and  the  vapors  and  other  material  substances 
that  ordinarily  float  in  it  There  is  no  ground,  how- 
ever, in  the  language  for  such  a  limitation ;  and  in  v.  10 
they  undoubtedly  denote  the  inflammable  substances 
that  are  then  to  be  ejected  from  the  earth  into  the  air. 
Neither  the  atmosphere  in  fact,  nor  the  water  that  floats  in 
it,  in  the  form  of  vapor  and  clouds,  is  capable  of  fusion  by 
heat  They  are  naturally  fluids ,  not  made  such  in  distinc- 
tion from  solids,  by  the  application  of  heat  The  effect  on 
them  of  a  high  measure  of  heat  is  simply  to  expand  them 
into  a  greater  volume ;  to  convert  them  into  thinner  fluids ; 
not  to  divest  them  of  solidity,  which  does  not  belong 
to  their  nature.  Melting  is  a  process  of  which  solids 
alone  are  susceptible.  It  is  the  mineral  substances  of  the 
globe,  therefore,  undoubtedly,  that  are  to  be  ejected  into  the 
atmosphere  at  the  period,  that  are  denoted  by  rrtxu^  ele- 
mentary substances,  v.  10,  that  are  to  be  kindled  and  let 
loose.  K.MfT*^fum,  signifies  being  set  on  fire,  kindled,  put 
in  a  blaze.  The  elements  that  are  thus  to  be  enkindled  are 
doubtless  those  that  are  naturally  inflammable,  such  as  car- 
bon, sulphur,  and  gases  of  which  they  or  other  inflammable 
substances  are  ingredients.  Av^'^vvrcu  is  used  in  the  sense  of  let 
loose,  as  the  burning  elements  of  a  volcano  are  when  project- 
ed into  the  atmosphere,  and  driven  by  furious  blasts,  they 
become  the  means  of  assailing  and  destroying  men.  The 
verb  literally  denotes,  to  untie,  to  loosen,  to  unbind,  to  set 
firee  from  a  physical  restraint,  like  a  bond  or  fetter.  It  does 
not  involve  the  idea  at  all,  therefore,  of  the  cessation  or 
annihilation    of  that    which    is    let   loose.      Instead,   it 


Digitized  by 


Google 


478  The  Conflagration.  [Jan. 

implies    that    it    continues  in    its   state    of   release,  and 
that  if  there  has  been  any  cessation  of  existence,  it  is  of  the 
bond  or  force  from  which  it  is  released.     In  like  manner,  a 
sense  of  annihilation,  or  ceasing  to  be,  is  not  involved  at  all 
in  its  use  when  employed  by  a  metaphor  to  denote  a  resem- 
bling release  of  persons  or  things  from  a  condition  like  that 
of  being  tied  or  bound  with  a  fetter ;  as  the  loosing  a  slave 
from  bondage,  which  is  a  political  change ;  the  freeing  the 
body  from  pain,  which  is  a  change  of  sensation ;  and  the 
release  of  a  person  from  death.      In  all  these  metaphorical 
uses  of  the  verb,  the  continued  existence  of  that  which  is  re- 
leased, and  in  its  proper  nature,  is  implied  in  its  being  set 
free.     So  also  to  loose  a  seal  is  to  break  its  continuity  sim- 
ply, not  to  annihilate  it,  or  produce  a  chemical  dissolution  of 
its  parts ;  and  to  take  down  a  building,  is  merely  to  remove 
its  timbers,  stones,  and  other  elements,  from  that  orderly 
arrangement  and  connexion  with  each  other,  by  which  it  is 
constituted  a  building ;  not  to  destroy  the  materials  of  which 
it  consists,  or  change  the  form  in  which  they  severally  exist. 
The  stones  are  still  stones,  the  timber  is  still  timber,  and  all 
the  other  elements  remain  precisely  what  they  were  before. 
The  verb  does  not,  therefore,  in  any  form  involve  the  sense 
of  the  annihilation  or  absolute  destruction  of  that  which  is 
unloosed ;  but,  instead,  necessarily  implies  its  continuance. 
In  this  instance,  it  is  used  by  a  metaphor  to  signify  that  the 
elements  of  the  kindled  earth  are  let  loose  from  the  force  by 
which  they  are  naturally  held  in  a  condition  that  is  compati- 
ble with  the  safety  and  enjoyment  of  men ;  and  like  the  fluid 
matter  of  a  volcano  pr6jected  into  the  atmosphere,  are  at 
liberty  to  rush  upon  them  and  become  the  engines  of  their 
destruction.    It  does  not  involve,  nor  admit  of  the  notion  of 
their  chemical  dissolution  and  annihilation,  any  more  than 
the  loosing  of  the  ox  or  ass  frotn  the  staJl  to  lead  it  to 
watering,  Luke  xiii.  15,  or  the  loosing  of  the  colt  bound  at 
the  gate,  Mark  xi.  4,  implied  the  chemical  dissolution  and 
annihilation  of  those  animals.     Its  meaning  in  each  case  is 
simply  that  of  letting  loose ;  though  the  restraint  from  which 
the  elements  are  set  free  is  of  a  diflferent  kind  from  that 
from  which  the  animals  were  released  by  untying  or  re- 
moving their  fastenings. 

"  And  the  earth  and  the  works  on  it  xteruumvTtratt  shall  be 
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burned."  The  earth  and  the  works  on  it  are  not  the  same 
as  the  kindled  elements  which  are  to  be  let  loose,  but  are 
combustible  things  on  the  surface  of  the  earth,  such  as  crops, 
grass,  trees,  and  structures  erected  by  men,  on  which  those 
burning  elements,  projected  into  the  atmosphere  and  borne 
oflF  by  the  winds,  will  fall,  and  kindle,  and  bum  them.  To 
suppose  that  the  burning  elements,  and  the  natural  and  arti- 
ficial objects  on  the  earth  are  the  same,  would  be  to  treat 
the  passage  as  tautological.  If  the  elements,  and  the  earth, 
and  the  works  on  it,  are  the  same,  and  the  prediction  that 
the  kindled  elements  shall  be  let  loose,  me^ns,  as  the  common 
construction  represents,  that  they  shall  be  dissolved  and 
reduced  to  a  chaos,  or  annihilated,  why  is  it  added  that  the 
earth  and  the  works  on  it  shall  be  burned  ?  It  would  imply 
that  the  earth  and  the  works  on  it  are  to  continue  to  be  the 
earth  and  the  works  on  it,  and  therefore  to  continue  to  sub- 
sist in  their  natural  state,  after  they  have  undergone  a  total 
dissolution  and  passed  out  of  existence.  Instead  of  such  a 
contradictory  sense,  the  representation  of  the  passage  is,  that 
the  burning  of  the  earth  and  the  works  on  it  is  to  be  conse- 
quential on  the  letting  loose  of  the  kindled  elements.  The 
combustible  matter  with  which  the  surface  oi  the  earth  is  to 
be  covered — grass,  crops,  trees,  buildings — is  to  be  set  on 
fire  by  the  kindled  elements  projected  into  the  atmosphere, 
and  burned  as  usually  takes  place  in  volcanic  eruptions. 

T^orm  cZf  x«fT*>f  Xvofttf^f ;  As  then  all  these  are  {to  be)  un- 
loosed [to  become  instruments  of  destruction],  what  manner 
of  persons  ought  ye  to  be  ?"  All  these,  means  not  only  the 
kindled  elements  and  the  atmosphere,  but  the  burning  sub- 
stances also  on  the  surface  of  the  earth,  which  the  elements 
falling  from  the  atmosphere  are  to  kindle. 

w^viMSfTXi  xu)  Triui%fr§ii,  The  distinction  between  holy  de- 
portment and  piety,  is,  that  the  one  has  a  special  reference 
to  men,  the  other  to  God.  Ufvhiuifrcti  %tu  c^t J^ot t*^,  as  well  as 
ofci$j  are  governed  by  ino'^ttpx^n ;  and  the  sense  of  the  passage 
ia--, — all  these  then — the  kindled  elements,  the  atmosphere, 
and  the  burning  substances  on  the  surface  of  the  earth — ^being 
thus  to  be  unloosed  from  their  natural  state  to  become  instru- 
ments of  destruction  to  the  impious;  how  holy  ought  your 
deportment  to  be  towards  men,  and  your  hearts  towards 
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God,  that  70a  may  not  be  among  those  who  are  then  to 
perish ;  and  how  ought  you  to  live  in  the  expectation  of  the 
coming  of  that  day,  and  realization  that  the  kindled  atmo- 
sphere is  then  to  be  let  loose,  and  the  burning  elements  of 
the  earth  to  melt,  and  carry  terror  and  death  to  those  who 
are  arrayed  against  God.  The  certainty  that  these  resistless 
instruments  of  death  are  te  be  let  loose  for  the  destruction 
of  the  impious,  is  thus  made  the  ground  by  the  apostle  of 
enforcing  the  duty  on  the  one  hand  of  a  life  of  uprightness 
towards  men,  and  niety  towards  God,  and  on  the  other  of  an 
habitual  looking  for  and  earnest  contemplation  of  the  day  of 
God,  as  to  be  marked  by  those  awful  evolutions  of  the  pow- 
ers of  nature,  and  employment  for  the  destruction  of  the  im- 
pious who  are  then  to  perish. 

"  New  heavens,  however,  and  a  new  earth,  we,  according 
to  his  promise,  look  for,  in  which  righteousness  dwells," 
and  which  therefore,  the  implication  is,  ate  never  to  be  made 
engines  of  destruction,  as  men  are  never  again  to  become 
impious. 

Such  is  indubitably  the  philological  meaning  of  this  pas- 
sage ;  the  simple,  full,  and  only  sense  it  will  bear.  Not  a 
hue  of  the  pencil,  in  the  explication  we  have  given  of  it,  is 
either  raised  a  shade  above,  or  depressed  below  the  color  of 
the  original.  And  not  a  trace  appears  in  it  of  the  universal 
conflagration,  dissolution,  and  annihilation  of  the  earth  and 
atmosphere,  which  commentators  generally  have  supposed 
it  to  foreshow.  The  notion  of  such  a  catastrophe  has  no 
just  foundation  in  the  passage,  and  has  sprung  entirely  from 
a  misconception  of  the  import  of  the  terms,  a  consequent 
misjudgment  of  the  phenomena  which  they  describe,  and  a 
neglect  to  consider  the  incompatibility  of  a  general  conflagra- 
tion and  dissolution  of  all  things  with  the  descriptions  that 
are  given  in  other  parts  of  the  sacred  word,  of  the  same 
event. 

This  will  be  made  still  more  apparent  by  a  consideration 
of  the  nature  and  grounds  of  the  construction  that  is  ordi- 
narily put  on  it.  By  most  it  is  regarded  as  wholly  incom- 
patible with  the  survivance  of  any  portion  of  mankind  in  the 
natural  life ;  and  by  others  as  at  least  rendering  the  suppo- 
sition of  their  survivance  extremely  difficult  It  results, 
however,  from  their  forming  conceptions  of  the  catastrophe, 
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and  of  the  class  of  persons  wliom  it  is  to  destroy,  which 
the  language  does  not  warrant. 

Thus,  one  olass  of  conunentators  interpret  the  term 
"  heavens,"  as  denoting  the  celestial  orbs,  the  moon,  planets, 
sun,  and  stars,  and  regard  the  prophecy  as  announcing  the 
conflagration  of  the  whole  material  universe.  No  fancy, 
however,  could  be  more  mistaken  or  absurd.  The  object  of 
the  fire  is  to  be  to  destroy  "  the  impious."  It  is  to  the  judg- 
ment and  destruction  of  the  men  who  are  ungodly,  that  the 
heavens  and  earth  are  reserved  for  fire.  But  how  would  the 
conflagration  of  the  sun,  the  moon,and  thd  planets,  be  neces- 
sary  to  that  destruction,  or  in  any  manner  contribute  to  it? 
And  much  more,  how  would  the  conflagration  of  all  the 
other  systems  of  worlds  that  fill  the  boundless  realms  of 
space,  that  have  no  physical  connexion  whatever  with  our 
system,  be  needful  to  that  end  ?  Do  those  persons  suppose 
the  ungodly  men  who  are  then  to  perish,  are  to  be  destroyed 
by  the  flames  of  the  distant  parts  of  the  universe  ?  If  not, 
if  they  are  to  be  destroyed  by  the  fires  of  the  earth,  what 
need  can  there  be  of  a  more  extensive  conflagration  ?  But 
the  word  «i  •ifmtl^  the  heavens,  instead  of  the  sun,  moon, 
planets,  and  the  starry  spheres,  denotes  simply  the  atmo- 
sphere of  the  earth ;  the  region  of  the  air  above  us,  in  which 
"the  fowls  of  heaven"  fly,  and  "the  clouds  of  heaven" 
float.  This  is  clear,  not  only  fi*om  the  subject  itself  of  the 
passage,  but  especially  from  the  prediction  that  u  cifmui^  the 
heavens,  shall  pass  away,  or  rush  with  a  crash,  or  loud  noise ; 
which  shows  that  the  rush  or  rapid  motion  producing  the 
crashing  noise,  is  to  be  within  the  limits  of  our  atmosphere, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  only  within  the  region  of  the  air  that  the 
motion  of  objects  can  produce  a  sound.  To  suppose  that  a 
rush  of  Jupiter,  Saturn,  and  Herschel,  from  their  orbits  into 
space,  would  produce  a  crash  which  would  be  heard  in  our 
world;  is  to  assume  that  the  whole  region  through  which  the 
sound  would  pass,  is  filled  by  an  element  susceptible  of 
vibration,  like  our  atmosphere,  which  is  contrary  to  feet. 
No  such  element  exists  in  the  space  that  surrounds  our 
atmosphere,  which,  as  far  as  has  been  determined  by 
astronomers,  extends  only  to  a  height  of  forty-five  or  fifty 
miles.  Beyond  that  limit,  as  at  the  distance  of  the  moon 
and  planets,  a  body  could  no  more  produce  a  crashing  vibra- 
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tion  in  our  atmosphere  by  dashing  through  space,  than  it 
could  by  remaining  stationary.  The  catastrophe,  then, 
which  the  prophecy  foreshows  is  unquestionably  to  be  con- 
fined to  our  world. 

Others  regard  the  passage  as  foreshowing  that  the  earth 
at  least  is  to  be  completely  consumed,  or  reduced  to  cinders, 
and  perhaps  struck  from  existence.  They  derive  that  im- 
pression probably  from  the  expression  in  the  common  ver- 
sion, that,  '^  the  earth  also  and  the  works  that  are  therein 
shall  be  burned  up."  As  a  house,  or  other  wooden  structure, 
a  forest,  a  field  of  grain,  or  any  combustible  matter,  is  said 
to  be  burned  up  when  it  is  completely  fired,  divested  of  or- 
ganization, and  reduced  to  ashes,  these  persons  suppose 
that  the  language  implies  that  the  whok  earth  is  in  like 
manner  to  be  consumed  by  the  fire,  divested  of  all  its  orga- 
nized structure,  and  converted,  at  least,  into  a  mass  of  ruins, 
if  not  swept  from  existence.  But  this,  the  original  does  not 
warrant.  All  that  the  verb  means  is  that  the  earth — that  is 
the  combustible  things  on  its  surface,  in  the  scene  where  the 
catastrophe  occurs,  shall  be  set  oh  fire  and  shall  bum,  as  for 
example,  in  a  volcanic  explosion,  when  the  burning  lava  fires 
and  consumes  the  inflammable  objects,  immediately  around, 
with  which  it  comes  in  contact  In  like  manner,  when  a  violent 
upheaval  and  agitation  of  the  surfiice  of  the  earth  in  a  par- 
ticular district  is  produced  by  interior  fires,  the  earthy  without 
limitation,  is  said  to  shake  and  quake,  although  the  movement 
is  confined  to  a  narrow  region  and  to  its  mere  surface.  So  also 
the  earth  is  said  to  be  wrapped  in  darkness  at  night,  although 
the  darkness  is  confined  to  one  hemisphere,  while  the  other 
is  basking  in  the  full  light  of  day;  and  it  is  predicted  that  at 
the  destruction  of  the  antichristian  hosts,  '*  the  mountains 
shall  be  melted  with  their  blood,*'  Isaiah  xxiv.  8,  though 
thos^  mountains  only  are  meant  which  are  to  be  the  scene 
of  their  slaughter,  and  not  all  the  mountains  of  the  globe. 
That  all  that  this  language  means  is,  that  the  inflammable 
matter  on  the  surface  of  the  earth  will  be  set  on  fire  and 
will  burn,  in  the  regions  where  the  destruction  of  the  un- 
godly is  to  take  place,  is  shown  still  more  clearly  by  the  fact^ 
hereafter  to  be  adduced,  that  even  the  wicked  themselves, 
who  are  to  be  destroyed  by  the  flames,  are  not  to  be  abso- 
lutely consumed,  but  are  to  remain  in  such  a  condition  as  to 
be  devoured  by  the  birds  of  the  air,  and  to  require  a  burial. 
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Others  seem  to  suppose  that  the  conflagration  in  the  at- 
mosphere is  to  be  uniyersal,  and  is  to  take  place  at  the  same 
time  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  globe ;  and  that  the  sur- 
vivance  of  any  of  its  population  must  therefore  be  impossi- 
ble. This  notion,  however,  has  no  ground  whatever  in  the 
passage.  The  prediction  is  simply  that  the  atmosphere  shall 
be  kindled,  and  shall  be  let  loose,  and  shall  rush  with  a 
great  noise.  It  is  not  said  that  the  whole  atmosphere  of  the 
globe  is  to  be  kindled  and  rush  in  that  manner.  The  pro- 
phecy will  be  accomplished,  if  that  takes  place  in  the  scene 
where  the  impious,  who  are  to  perish,  are  assembled.  As 
the  atmosphere  is  not  combustible,  and  cannot  be  separated 
into  its  constituents  and  made  inflammable,  except  by  the  ap- 
plication of  heat,  or  some  other  chemical  force  separate  from 
itself,  it  is  apparent  that  the  firing  of  the  air,  or  filling  the 
air  with  fire,  must  be  produced — ^if  wrought  as  it  doubtless 
will  be,  by  natural  means — ^by  the  infusion  into  it  of  some 
combustible  element,  such  as  an  inflammable  gas,  carbon,  or 
sulphur.  The  fire  by  which  that  combustible  element  is  to 
be  inflamed  and  ejected  into  the  air,  is  probably  to  be  that 
which  is  to  issue  from  the  throne  of  God,  Dan.  vii.  9,  10 ; 
the  flaming  fire  in  which  he  is  to  be  revealed  when  he  comes 
to  take  vengeance  on  his  enemies,  Isaiah  Ixvi.  15,  16 ;  2 
Thess.  i.  7, 8.  If  then  the  inflammable  element  is  to  be  intro- 
duced into  the  atmosphere  at  the  time, — unless  created  at  the 
moment,  which  will  not  be  deemed  likely,  inasmuch  as  am- 
ple stores  of  combustibles  exist  in  the  earth  itself,— what  is  so 
probable  as  that  it  will  be  disengaged  from  the  earth  at  the 
time,  by  the  earthquakes  which  are  then  to  convulse  the 
globe,  Zech.  xiv.  4,  5,  Joel  iii.  16,  and  the  firing  of  the 
interior  by  the  lightnings  flashed  from  the  divine  presence, 
by  which  those  earthquakes  are  to  be  generated  and  the 
mountains  made  to  melt ;  which,  it  is  predicted  Ps.  xcvii., 
are  to  take  place  at  his  coming  to  reign  on  the  earth 7  "A 
fire  goeth  before  him  and  burncth  up  his  enemies  round 
about. .  His  lightnings  enlightened  the  world ;  the  earth 
saw  and  trembled.  The  hills  melted  like  wax  at  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Lord,  at  the  presence  of  the  Lord  of  the  whole 
earth."  But  if  that  is  to.  be  the  source  of  the  inflammable 
materials  with  which  the  atmosphere  is  to  be  kindled,  and 
the  fusion  of  the  earthy  matter  on  which  the  volcanic  fires 
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act,  is  to  be  the  melting  of  the  elements  which  the  predic- 
tion foreshows,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  it  is  to  extend  at 
once  through  the  whole  mass  of  the  atmosphere  around  the 
whole  globe.  It  will  naturally,  and  without  a  miracle  neces- 
sarily, be  confined  to  the  regions  immediately  round  the 
scenes  of  the  earthquakes  and  volcanic  fires,  and  thence  to 
the  portions  of  the  atmosphere  over  the  regions  in  which 
the  ungodly  men  are  assembled,  whom  its  office  is  to  destroy. 
And  such  a  firing  of  the  earth,  and  conflagration  of  the  air, 
in  those  regions  in  which  great  numbers  of  the  antichristian 
party  live  and  are  to  be  assembled,  will  fully  equal  the  im- 
port of  the  prediction,  and  form  an  ample  verification  of  it 
This  view  will  be  rendered  still  more  indubitable  by  consi- 
derations hereafter  to  be  adduced. 

K  it  is  held  that  ih6  conflagration,  instead  of  bein^ 
produced  by  natural  means,  is  to  be  the  work  exclu- 
sively of  a  miracle,  then  no  explanation  of  the  exemp- 
tion of  the  nations  who  are  living  on  the  earth  is  necessary ; 
inasmuch  as  if  the  conflagration  is  altogether  miraculous, 
the  exemption  of  the  nations  is  just  as  consistent  with 
the  miracle  as  their  destruction  would  be.  The  whole 
supposition  that  the  living  population  of  the  globe  are  to 
perish  by  the  conflagration,  proceeds  on  the  assumption  that 
the  fire  is  to  act  according  to  the  laws  of  nature.  K  there- 
fore the  laws  of  nature  have  no  place  in  it,  but  it  is  to  be 
the  mere  work  of  the  divine  volition,  the  preservation  of 
the  nations  is  just  as  consistent  with  it  as  their  destruction 
can  be.  To  maintain,  accordingly,  that  the  burning  of  the 
atmosphere  must  naturally  destroy  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth,  is  to  maintain  that  the  fire  is  to  act  according  to  the 
natural  and  invariable  laws  of  that  element;  and  that  im- 
plies that  it  is  to  be  produced  by  natural  means ;  that  is,  by 
the  inflammation  of  naturally  combustible  matter.  That, 
however,  as  necessarily  implies  that  those  means  are  to  be 
drawn  from  the  earth  itself  in  which  inflammable  matter  ex- 
ists in  ample  quantity :  for  why  should  it  be  supposed  that 
God  will  create  combustible  elements  to  fire  the  earth,  when 
such  elements  already  exist  in  the  earth  itself,  and  only  need 
the  application  of  fire  to  Jdndle  and  explode  them  into  the 
atmosphere  ?  But  the  supposition  that  they  are  to  be  drawn 
from  the  earth  itself  implies  that  they  are  to  be  developed 
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and  emitted  into  the  atmosphere  only  in  certain  regions  and 
in  limited  quantities;  for  that  results  necessarily  from  the 
partial  distribution  of  those  elements,  and  their  agency  as 
&r  as  it  has  hitherto  been  exemplified ;  and  thence  it  fol- 
lows that  the  conflagration,  instead  of  being  universal  at  the 
same  moment,  is  to  be  confined  to  limited  regions ;  and  as  will 
hereafter  appear,  is  to  take  place  in  those  regions  successively. 

Others  assume  that  none  of  the  unsanctified  are  to  escape 
that  conflagration,  from  the  feet  that  it  is  designed  to  destroy 
"  the  men  that  are  impious."  That  term,  however,  rm  artfiSf^ 
the  impious,  is  used,  there  is  the  most  ample  certainty,  not  to 
designate  the  unsanctified  generally  and  promiscuously,  but 
only  the  open,  organized,  and  peculiarly  guilty  enemies  of 
Christ,  who  are  directly  opposing  his  kingdom,  or  at  least 
giving  their  sympathy  and  concurrence  to  its  opposers.  For 
ihey  are  in  several  prophecies  expressly  designated  as  the 
parties  who  are  to  be  destroyed  by  fire  at  Christ's  coming. 
Thus  the  ten-homed  beast,  that  is  to  be  slain  at  the  judgment 
at  which  the  Ancient  of  Days  is  to  preside,  is  the  symbol  of 
the  kings  and  subordinate  rulers  of  the  fourth  great  monar- 
chy ;  and  it  is  they  only  whose  destruction  is  symbolized  by 
its  death  and  the  giving  of  its  body  to  the  burning  flame. 
That  the  subjects  of  that  empire  are  promiscuously  to  perish 
along  with  the  rulers  denoted  by  the  beast,  not  a  hint  is 
given  in  the  vision ;  nor  is  the  supposition  compatible  with 
the  revelation  which  it  makes  of  the  catastrophe  of  the  mo- 
narchs,  the  felse  prophet  symbolized  by  the  eleventh  horn, 
and  their  subordinates  in  the  governments  of  which  they  are 
the  heads.  If  the  people  are  to  perish  along  with  the 
governments,  how  is  it  that  they  appear  as  symbols  in  the 
vision  which  immediately  follows  of  the  investiture  of  Christ 
with  the  dominion  of  the  earth,  and  it  is  announced  that 
they,  who  are  most  certainly  included  in  "  all  people,  nations, 
and  languages,"  are  to  "serve  him,"  and  throughout  his 
reign  which  is  to  continue  for  ever  and  ever  ? 

In  like  manner  at  the  great  battle  of  Armageddon,  it  is 
the  ten-horned  beast,  and  the  false  prophet  or  head  of  the 
papacy  alone,  that  are  to  be  cast  alive  into  the  lake  of  fire 
and  brimstone ;  and  the  kings  and  armies  that  are  to  be  asso- 
ciated with  them  alone  that  are  to  be  slain.  No  intimation 
is  given  that  the  population  of  the  realms  over  which  those 
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xnonarcbs  and  priests  reign,  are  to  perish  along  with  them. 
So  also  in  the  vision  of  the  great  image,  Dan.  iL,  as  it  is  the 
image  alone  that  is  dashed  to  powder  by  the  stone  cut  out 
of.  the  mountain,  and  blown  away  by  the  wind  like  chaff 
from  the  threshers,  so  it  is  the  chief  rulers  and  their  subor- 
dinates alone  who  belong  to  the  organized  bodies  that  exer- 
cise the  governments  and  are  symbolized  by  the  image, 
whose  destruction  is  foreshown  by  the  crushing  of  the  image. 
In  the  prediction  of  the  same  great  event  also,  Isaiah  Ixvi. 
15-24,  while  it  is  foreshown  that  the  Lord  will  plead  with 
all  flesh,  and  that  the  slain  of  the  Lord  shall  be  many,  and 
that  those  especially  are  to  perish  who  are  open  idolaters ; 
it  is  yet  announced  that  he  will  gather  all  nations  and 
tongues,  and  they  ^hall  come  and  see  bis  glory,  and  he  will 
set  a  sign  among  them,  and  those  of  them  that  escape,  he 
will  send  to  the  nations  at  a  distance  that  have  not  heard 
his  fame  nor  seen  his  glory,  and  that  they  shall  assist  the 
return  of  the  Israelites  to  their  land,  and  shall  afterwards 
come  there  to  oflfer  worship, — which  indicates  that  the  de- 
struction is  to  be  confined  to  the  open  and  incorrigible  ene- 
mies of  Christ.  The  nations  at  large  are  to  survive.  In 
like  manner  the  prediction  of  the  great  battle  at  Jerusalem, 
Zech.  xiv.,  exhibits  the  destruction  which  is  then  to  take 
place,  as  confined  to  the  armies  that  are  arrayed  against  that 
city,  and  endeavoring  to  prevent  the  establishment  there 
of  Christ's  throne.  For  those  alone  who  are  to  perish  are 
**  the  people  that  have  fought  against  Jerusalem."  The  re- 
mainder of  the  nations  to  whom  those  "  people"  belonged, 
are  expressly  represented  as  surviving  and  going  up  "  from 
year  to  year"  to  Jerusalem  *'  to  worship  the  king,  the  Lord 
of  hosts,  and  to  keep  the  feast  of  tabernacles."  What  can 
more  clearly  show  that  the  destruction  is  to  be  limited  to 
the  armed  hosts  that  are  to  be  engaged  in  open  war  against 
Christ? 

But  that  the  phrase  "  the  ungodly  men,"  "  the  men  that 
are  impious,"  against  whose  judgment  and  perdition  the 
burning  of  the  atmosphere  and  earth  is  reserved,  denotes 
the  open,  organized,  and  incorrigible  enemies  of  Christ  and 
hia  kingdom,  who  are  engaged  in  an  attempt  to  defeat  him, 
and  prevent  the  verification  of  his  word,  is  seen  from  the 
passage  2  Thess.  i.  8,  9,  to  which  our  correspondent  refers, 
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as  parallel  to  2  Peter  iii.  4.  For  those  then  to  perish  who 
are  described  v.  8,  as  not  knowing  God,  and  not  obeying 
the  gospel  of  oar  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  are  to  be  of  the 
same  class,  it  is  indicated,  as  those  y.  6,  who  had  persecuted 
the  Thessalonian  believers.  ^^  Your  patience  and  faith  in  all 
your  persecutions  and  tribulations  that  ye  endure,"  are  *'  a 
manifest  token  of  the  righteous  judgment  of  God  in  count- 
ing you  worthy  of  the  kingdom  of  God  for  which  ye  suffer  : 
since  it  is  righteous  with  God  to  recompense  tribulation  to 
those  who  trouble  you  "  by  persecution ;  "  and  to  you  who  are 
afflicted,  rest  with  us  at  the  revelation  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
fix)m  heaven  with  the  angels  of  his  power,  in  flaming  fire, 
taking  vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  obey 
not  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ"  As  the  patience 
and  £dth  of  the  believers  under  persecution  are  to  be  the 
reason  of  their  acceptance  and  reward  when  Christ  comes  in 
flaming  fire,  so,  the  representation  is,  the  disowning  of  God, 
and  rejection  of  the  gospel,  manifested  in  the  persecution  of 
the  saints^  are  to  be  the  reason  of  the  destruction  of  those 
who  are  to  perish  by  the  fire.  For  it  is  the  persecutors 
r§7f  ix^fiwtrtf  vfiMf^  those  whe  afflict  you,  it  is  expressly  said, 
whom  God  is  then  to  repay  by  affliction. 

That  the  terms,  "the  men  that  are  impious,"  against  whose 
judgment  and  mwitXiUf^  perdition,  the  firing  of  the  air  and 
earth  is  reserved,  are  thus  used  to  designate  the  openly  apos- 
tate and  persecuting  enemies  of  Christ's  kingdom,  not  the 
unrenewed  promiscuously,  is  confirmed  also  by  the  deno- 
mination in  the  next  chapter,  2  Thess.  ii.  8,  4,  of  the  great 
combination  of  false  and  persecuting  teachers  of  the  .Ca- 
tholic church,  "  the  man  of  sin,"  the  son  of  kwmXuti^  perdition, 
and  the  antagonist  and  rival  of  all  that  is  called  God  or 
entitled  to  homage;  and  the  announcement  that  it  is  the 
party  which  he  represents,  who  are  to  be  consumed  by  the 
breath  of  Christ's  mouth,  and  destroyed  by  the  effulgence, 
that  is  the  flaming  fire  of  his  advent.  They  are  further 
described  as  a  body  in  whom  the  inworking  of  Satan 
appears  with  all  power  and  signs  and  lying  miracles, 
and  all  the  deceit  or  falsehood  of  unrighteousness.  They 
are  to  be  persons,  therefore,  who  profess  to  act  with  divine 
authority,  and  to  work  miracles  in  proof  of  their  commission 
and  the  truth  of  their  doctrines ;  but  whose  miracles  are  to 
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be  false,  and  their  show  of  piety  a  mere  deceit  or  oounterfeit 
by  unrighteousness.  They  are  to  be  false  religious  teachers, 
therefore,  oounterfeit  disciples  and  ministers  of  Christy. who 
usurp  his  name,  authority,  and  throne.  As  these  are  the 
class  denominated  the  man  of  sin  and  son  of  perdition,  who 
are  then  to  perish  by  the  fire  of  Christ's  presence,  and  as  no 
intimation  is  given  that  any  others  living  in  the  same  scenes 
are  to  be  involved  in  that  catastrophe,  it  indicates  that 
Peter's  phrase,  "  the  ungodly  men,"  "the  men  that  are  im- 
pious," who  are  to  perish  at  the  same  juncture,  is  used  also 
to  denote  only  the  same  class  of  open  and  organized  ene- 
mies to  Christ's  kingdom. 

This  is  corroborated  also  by  the  parable  of  the  field  sown 
with  good  seed,  in  which  the  owner  symbolizes  Christ,  and 
the  wheat  and  tares  those  who  professedly  live  under  his 
rule ;  the  wheat  representing  the  true  believers  whom  Christ 
introduces  into  his  kingdom,  but  the  tares  denoting  the 
wicked,  whom  Satan  introduces  among  Christ's  true  disci- 
plee,  by  leading  them  to  profess  his  name,  and  assume  the 
badge  of  his  followers ;  and  it  is  these  alone  who  are  to  be 
gathered  by  the  angels  out  of  his  kingdom  at  his  coming, 
and  consigned  to  the  furnace  of  fire.  These  may  include 
some,  not  improbably,  who  are  not  open  apostates  and  perse- 
cutors ;  but  it  indicates  that  the  destruction  is  to  be  confined 
to  the  special  agents  and  vassals  of  Satan,  whose  aim  and 
office  is  to  pervert  and  destroy  the  kingdom  of  the  Be- 
deemer. 

In  like  manner  those,  in  the  judgment  of  the  living,  fore- 
shown Matt.  XXV.  31-46,  who  are  to  be  placed  at  the  left 
hand  of  the  judge,  and  consigned  to  everlasting  punishment^ 
are  exhibited  as  consisting  solely  of  those  who  have  acted 
in  a  direct  relation  to  Christ's  true  people  in  the  great  per- 
secution which  is  immediately  to  precede  his  coming,  and 
as  having  either  taken  an  open  part  with  the  persecutors,  or 
shown  a  concurrence  with  them  by  refusing  all  succor  to  the 
persecuted  in  their  sufferings.  The  representation  assumes 
that  they  were  all  in  a  condition,  if  they  had  had  a  disposi- 
tion to  it,  to  have  relieved  the  sufferers,  not  only  by  giving 
food,  clothing,  shelter,  and  medicine,  to  those  who  were  at 
large  and  might  be  approached  without  obstruction,  but  to 
those  also  who  were  confined  in  prison ;  and  that  they  took 
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the  side  therefore,  and  in  their  sphere  acted  the  part  of  per- 
secQtors,  as  really  as  those  in  official  stations  by  whom  the 
persecution  was  originated  and  carried  on.  They  are  pro- 
bably different  persons  from  those  who  are  to  perish  at  Ar- 
mageddon ;  but  are  of  the  same  general  class,  the  open  and 
merciless  enemies  of  Christ's  true  people. 

These  various  descriptions  of  the  parties  who  are  then  to 
be  destroyed,  all  of  which  exhibit  them  as  open,  organized 
apostates,  and  relentless  enemies  of  Gt>d,  not  the  unsancti-  \ 
fled  generally,  make  it  dear  that  it  is  the  antichristian,  idola- 
trous, and  persecuting  host  alone,  that  is  then  to  perish  by 
the  fires  of  the  divine  vengeance,  not  the  unrenewed  natLans 
generally  of  the  earth. 

That  the  fire  that  is  to  destroy  "  the  impious  men"  is  not 
to  consume  the*  whole  earth  and  reduce  it  to  a  wreck,  is 
decisively  shown,  moreover,  by  the  &ct  that  it  is  not  even 
to  burn  up  the  bodies  of  the  antichristian  host  generally 
that  is  to  perish  at  that  crisis,  but  they  are  to  remain  imoon* 
sumed,  to  be  devoured  by  the  birds  of  the  air,  and  in  many 
instances  to  require  burial.  Thus  at  the  great  battle  of  God 
at  Armageddon,  where  the  armies  of  the  kings  who  are  to 
co-operate  with  the  wild  beast  are  to  be  slain  by  the  sword, 
or  breath  proceeding  from  the  mouth  of  Christ,  the  fowls  of 
heaven  are  summoned  to  gather  themselves  together  to  the 
supper  of  the  great  God,  that  they  may  eat "  the  flesh  of  kings, 
and  the  flesh  of  captains,  and  the  flesh  of  mighty  men,  and 
the  flesh  of  horses,  and  of  them  that  sit  on  them,  and  the 
flesh  of  all,  both  free  and  bond,  both  small  and  great."  "And 
the  beast  and  the  &lse  prophet  that  wrought  miracles  before 
it,  were  taken  and  oast  alive  into  the  lake  of  fire  burning 
with  brimstone ;  the  remnant  were  slain  with  the  sword  of 
him  that  sat  upon  the  horse,  which  proceeded  out  of  his 
mouth,  and  all  the  fowls  were  filled  with  their  flesh,"  Eev. 
xix.  17-21,  which  indicates  that  they  were  merely  killed  by 
the  flaming  breath  of  the  Eedeemer,  not  devoured  by  it^ 
nor  by  any  conflagration  of  the  atmosphere  or  earth  that 
was  Idndled  by  it,  or  by  any  other  cause.  For  why  should 
the  fowls  have  been  invited  to  sup  on  them,  if  they  were 
wrapped  in  a  devouring  fire  and  consumed  by  it  ?  And 
how,  if  they  were  dispatched  in  that  way,  could  all  the 
fowls,  or  any  of  them,  have  been  filled  by  their  flesh  ? 
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In  like  manner  Gt>g,  who  is  to  invade  the  land  of  Israel, 
after  the  Israelites  have  returned  and  resettled  there,  and 
whom  God  is  to  destroy  by  raining  upon  him  and  upon 
his  bands,  and  upon  the  many  people  that  are  with  him,  an 
overflowing  rain,  and  great  hailstones,  fire,  and  brimstone^ 
is  to  be  given  unto  the  ravenoiis  birds  of  every  sort,  and  to 
the  beasts  of  the  field  to  be  devoured ;  and  their  bows  and 
arrows  are  to  remain  and  serve  as  fuel  for  the  Israelites  for 
seven  years,  and  their  bones  are  to  lie  on  the  surface,  and  in 
such  numbers  and  scattered  over  so  wide  a  region,  as  to  re- 
quire seven  months  to  complete  their  burial,  Ezek.  xxxviii, 
xzxix.  Can  a  stronger  proof  be  imagined,  that  though  they 
are  in  a  measure  to  be  killed  by  the  fire  and  brimstone  show- 
ered on  them,  they  yet  are  not  to  be  burned  and  reduced  to 
ashes  by  it,  or  by  a  general  conflagration  ?  If  they  are  to  per- 
ish by  a  general  conflagration,  how  could  their  bodies  remain 
to  be  devoured  by  ravenous  birds  and  wild  beasts  ?  How, 
if  the  whole  atmosphere  is  then  inflamed  and  annihilated, 
and  the  whole  earth  fused  and  consumed  by  the  heat,  can 
the  birds  and  beasts  survive  to  feed  on  their  carcases  ?  Or 
how  could  their  bows,  arrows,  spears,  and  other  combustible 
armor,  escape  the  burning,  and  serve  for  fuel  to  the  Israelites? 
How  indeed  could  the  Israelites  themselves  any  more  escape 
destruction  by  such  a  universal  fire?  Can  anything  be 
more  clear,  than  that  the  whole  fancy  of  such  an  idl-devoor- 
ing  conflagration  is  without  authority,  and  irreconcilable 
with  the  predictions  of  the  catastrophe  by  which  "the 
impious"  are  to  perish  at  that  crisis?  Or  can  any  cleiurer 
indication  be  necessary,  than  is  presented  in  this  prophecy, 
that  the  fire  and  brimstone  that  are  to  be  rained  upon  Gog 
and  his  armies,  though  kindled  probably  by  the  lightnings 
flashed  from  the  throne  of  the  Almighty,  are  yet  to  proceed 
fi-om  the  volcanoes  with  which  Palestine  is  then  to  be  fired 
and  convulsed  ?  For  the  great  earthquake  with  which  it  is 
predicted  the  land  of  Israel  is  then  to  be  shaken,  is  doubtless 
to  proceed  from  the  explosion  of  combustible  matter  beneath 
the  surface,  that  is  to  vent  itself  by  the  projection  of  its 
burning  gases  and  heated  minerals  into  the  atmosphere,  and 
produce  the  conflagration  of  the  air  and  fusion  of  the  elements, 
which  it  is  foreshown  by  Peter  are  to  take  place  "  in  that 
day"  "  of  the  Lord."    "  For  in  my  jealousy,  and  in  the  fire 
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of  my  wrath  have  I  spoken ;  Surely  in  that  day  there  shall 
be  a  great  shaking  in  the  land  of  Israel ;  so  that  the  fishes  of 
the  sea,  and  the  fowls  of  the  heaven,  and  the  beasts  of  the 
field,  and  all  creeping  things  that  creep  upon  the  earth,  and 
all  the  men  that  are  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  shall  shake  cU 
mypreseTice  ;  and  the  mountains  shall  be  thrown  down,  and  the 
steep  places  shall  fdl,  and  every  wall  shall  fall  to  the  ground, 
Ezek.  xxxviii.  19,  20.  A  great  earthquake  is  to  take  place, 
therefore,  at  the  time  of  the  rain  of  the  fire  and  brimstone 
on  Gog  and  his  hosts ;  and  as  such  violent  convulsions  of 
the  earth  usually,  and  probably  in  all  instances,  issue  in  vol- 
canic eruptions,  in  which  sulphur  is  a  leading  element,  what 
is  so  probable  as  that  the  fire  and  brimstone  with  which  the 
invading  hosts  are  to  be  overwhelmed,  are  to  be  projected 
from  the  kindled  earth  into  the  atmosphere,  and  by  emitting 
a  vast  volume  of  inflammable  gas  along  with  them,  fill  the 
heavens  to  a  great  height  with  flame,  and  in  the  rushing 
whirlwinds  and  crashing  noise  which  usually  attend  the  ex- 
plosions of  great  volcanoes,  verify  the  prediction  that  the 
heavens  or  atmosphere  shall  rush  with  a  loud  roar,  or  thun- 
dering noise  ?  The  phenomena  described  by  the  apostle  are 
precisely  such  as  attend  the  eruption  of  the  great  volcano, 
Eilauea  Hawaii,  as  described  in  passages  quoted  in  the 
Journal,  vol.  v.  pp.  189,  190,  and  369,  from  which  we  tran- 
scribe the  following  sentences.  "  The  stream  plunged  into 
the  sea  with  loud  detonations.  The  burning  Java,  on  meet- 
ing the  waters,  was  shivered  like  melted  glass  into  millions 
of  particles  which  were  thrown  up  in  clouds  that  darkened 
the  sky,  and  fell  like  a  storm  of  hail  over  the  surrounding 
country.  Vast  columns  of  steam  and  vapors  rolled  oflf  be- 
fore the  wind,  whirling  in  ceaseless  agitation,  and  the  re- 
flected glare  of  the  lavas  formed  a  fiery  firmament  over- 
head."—Dana's  Geol.  U.  S.  Expl.  Expedition,  pp.  188-192. 
"  The  intense  heat  of  the  fountain  and  stream  of  lava 
caused  an  influx  of  cool  air  from  every  quarter.  This  creat- 
ed terrific  whirlwinds^  which  constantly  stalking  about,  like 
so  many  sentinels,  bade  defiance  to  [he  means  threatened] 
the  daring  visitor.  These  were  the  most  dangerous  of  any- 
thing about  the  volcano.  Clouds  approaching  the  volcano 
were  driven  back,  and  set  moving  in  wild  confusion." — ^Let- 
ter of  H.  Kinney,  Am.  Jour,  of  Science,  Sept.  1852,  p.  268. 
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As,  then,  volcanic  phenomena, — ihe  filling  the  skyswiih 
flames,  the  whirlwind  rash  of  the  air,  a  loud  roar  and  crash, 
and  the  fusion  of  the  earthy  elements  projected  from  the 
erater,  and  decomposition  of  the  water  and  air  with  which 
they  come  in  contact, — thus  accord  precisely  with  thoat 
described  by  the  apostle  as  to  attend  the  judgment  and 
destruction  of  "  the  impious  men ;"  why  should  it  not  be 
held  as  clear  that  the  firing  of  the  air  and  earth,  and  melting 
of  the  elements,  which  he  foreshows,  are  to  be  of  precisely 
the  same  kind,  and  proceed  from  the  same  cause?  The 
language  he  employs  is  not  stronger,  the  effects  he  describes 
are  not  of  a  more  intense  nature,  than  those  depicted  in  these 


It  is  predicted  also,  Isaiah  Ixvi  24,  that  there  are  to  be 
oarcases  of  men,  who  are  to  be  slain  at  that  epoch,  that  not 
only  are  not  to  be  consumed  by  the  fire,  but  are  to  remain 
visible  at  least  for  a  time,  and  it  would  seem  from  the 
description,  in  a  volcanic  locality ;  and  are  to  be  gazed  at  by 
survivors.  *'  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  firom  one  new 
moon  to  another,  and  from  one  Sabbath  to  another,  shall  all 
flesh  come  to  worship  before  me,  saith  the  Lord;  and  they 
shall  go  forth  and  look  upon  the  carcases  of  the  men  that 
have  transgressed  against  me ;  for  their  worm  shall  not  die, 
neither  shall  their  fire  be  quenched;  and  they  shall  be  an 
abhorring  unto  all  flesh." 

This  view  of  the  catastrophe  is  corroborated  by  the  de- 
scription given  by  Zechariah  of  the  mode  in  which  the  anti- 
christian  hosts  are  then  to  be  destroyed.  "  And  this  shall 
be  the  plague  wherewith  the  Lord  will  smite  all  the  people 
that  have  fought  against  Jerusalem.  Their  flesh  shall  oon- 
sume  away  while  they  stand  upon  their  feet,  and  their  eyes 
shall  consume  away  in  their  sockets,  and  their  tongue  shall 
consume  away  in  their  mouth."  "And  so  shall  be  the 
plague  of  the  horse,  of  the  mule,  of  the  camel,  and  of  the 
ass,  and  of  all  the  beasts  that  shall  be  in  their  tents,  as  this 
plague." — Chap.  xiv.  12,  15. 

This  is  not  the  effect  that  would  naturally  be  produced,  if 
they  were  absolutely  enveloped  in  a  devouring  fire,  as  they 
then  could  not  remain  on  their  feet,  nor  would  one  part  of 
their  bodies  be  more  exposed  to  injury  than  another ;  but  it 
is  precisely  the  effect  that  would  be  produced  by  a  volcanio 
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eruptioDy  sendiDg  up  vast  volumes  of  melted  lava  and  burn- 
ing gases  into  the  heights  of  the  atmosphere,  that  should 
reflect  an  intense  heat  and  glare  on  the  eyes,  and  generate 
hot  gusts  and  whirlwinds  loaded  with  heated  particles  that 
should  rush  in  all  directions,  and  filling  the  eyes,  mouths, 
and  clothes  of  the  hosts  every  few  moments,  excite  inflam- 
mation, and  soon  destroy  the  parts  most  exposed,  while  the 
sufferers  would  still  be  able  to  remain  on  their  feet. 

It  is  corroborated  also  by  the  prediction,  that  instead  of 
being  instantly  destroyed  by  the  fire,  they  are  to  be  thrown 
into  a  tumult,  and  in  their  confusion  and  terror  are  to  fall  on 
each  other.  ^'  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day,  a  great 
tumult  firom  the  Lord  shall  be  among  them ;  and  they  shall 
lay  hold  every  one  on  the  hand  of  his  neighbor,  and  his 
hand  shall  rise  up  against  the  hand  of  his  neighbor,"  Zech. 
xiv.  13.  This  might  naturally  arise  from  a  volcanic  erup- 
tion, that,  threatening  them  with  destruction,  should  prompt 
them  to  fly  in  haste  and  disarray,  and,  blinding  them  with  ashes 
and  smoke,  should  prevent  them  from  distinguishing  each 
other.  In  such  a  flight  they  would  naturally  run  against 
each  other,  and  not  improbably  mistake  one  another  for 
foes,  and  each  endeavor  to  effect  his  escape  by  sacrificing 
whoever  stood  in  his  way.  But  no  such  tumult  and  conflict 
could  occur  were  they  instantly  enveloped  in  an  atmosphere 
of  devouring  fire.  Flight  would  then  be  impossible.  Each 
would  instantly  sink  overpowered  by  his  sufferings,  and  have 
neither  motive  nor  strength  to  contend  with  his  neighbor. 
Who  ever  heard  of  persons  enveloped  in  the  flames  of  a 
burning  building  fighting  with  each  other,  or  can  conceive 
it  possible? 

This  accords  also  with  the  prediction.  Psalm  xit  6,  '*  The 
^wicked,"  the  impious,  are  defined,  v.  2,  as  those  who  plot  the 
destruction  of  the  righteous.  "  For  lo,  the  wicked  bend  their 
bow,  they  make  ready  their  arrow  upon  the  string,  that  they 
may  privily  shoot  at  the  upright  in  heart"  "  The  Lord  is 
in  his  holy  temple ;  the  Lord's  throne  is  in  heaven ;  his 
eyes  behold,  his  eyelids  try  the  children  of  men.  The  Lord 
trieth  the  righteous ;  but  the  wicked,  and  him  that  loveth 
violence,  his  soul  hateth."  And  these  he  is  to  destroy  by  a 
storm  like  those  which  are  often  generated  by  volcanic  erup- 
tions.    "  Upon  the  wicked  he  shall  rain  snares,  fire  and 
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brimstone,  and  an  horrible  tempest :  the  portion  of  their 
cup." 

These  considerations  make  it  clear  that  the  catastrophe 
which  the  apostle  foreshows,  instead  of  a  universal  conflagra- 
tion of  the  atmosphere  and  the  earth,  that  is  to  blot  them 
from  existence,  or  reduce  them  to  a  mass  of  ruins,  is  to  be 
but  a  local  and  partial  firing  of  the  earth  and  air,  that  is  to 
be  the  means  of  terror,  confusion,  and  death  to  the  impious 
hosts  and  their  co-operators  who  are  arrayed  in  open  war 
against  Christ;  not  of  destroying  the  nations  of  the  earth 
at  large. 

And  finally,  this  is  confirmed  by  the  events  that  are  to 
intervene  between  the  coming  of  Christ  in  the  clouds,  and 
the  completion  of  the  judgment  of  the  living  nations, 
which  show  not  only  that  no  general  conflagration  of  the 
world  is  to  take  place  on  his  arrival,  but  that  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  impious,  who  are  to  perish  by  his  avenging  fires, 
instead  of  being  accomplished  in  a  single  catastrophe,  is  to 
take  place  successively,  and  in  different  scenes.  There  are 
many  who  ^seem  to  suppose  that  the  world  will  be  set  on 
fire  and  the  wicked  universally  destroyed,  immediately  on 
Christ's  arrival.  But  that  notion  is  both  wholly  unfounded, 
and  inconsistent  with  many  events  that  are  to  attend  and 
follow  his  advent. 

Thus  it  is  apparent  that  his  advent  itself,  or  first  appear- 
ance, cannot  be  beheld  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  globe 
at  the  same  time ;  since  whatever  the  direction  may  be  in 
which  he  approaches  it,  he  can  only  be  visible  at  the  same 
moment  to  the  people  of  one  hemisphere,  and  if  percep- 
tible at  a  great  distance,  cannot,  unless  he  passes  round 
the  earth,  *Qr  there  is  an  acceleration  of  its  rotation  on  its 
axis,  under  twelve  hours  after,  be  seen  by  all  the  residents 
in  the  other  hemisphere ;  while  if  he  is  not  visible  till  he 
reaches  the  atmosphere,  and  the  region  of  clouds,  he  will  be 
seen  at  the  same  time  by  the  population  of  only  a  narrow 
region. 

But  his  avenging  lightnings  are  not  to  be  darted  on  his 
enemies  and  kindle  the  earth  and  atmosphere,  even  at  the 
great  battle  with  his  armed  foes,  the  instant  of  his  becoming 
visible.  His  foes,  instead  of  being  immediately  enveloped 
in   fire  and  devoured,  are  to  flee  to  the  mountains  and 
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crags,  and  endeavor  to  hide  themselves  from  his  wrath. 
"And  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  the  great  men,  and  the  rich 
men,  and  the  chief  captains,  and  the  mighty  men,  and  every 
bondman  and  every  freeman,  hid  themselves  in  the  dens, 
and  in  the  rocks  of  the  mountains,  and  said  to  the  moun- 
tains and  rockS;  Fall  on  us,  and  hide  us  from  the  face  of  him 
that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  from  the  wrath  of  the 
Lamb ;  for  the  great  day  of  his  wrath  has  come,  and  who 
shall  be  able  to  stand."  Eev.  vi.  15-17.  The  same 
terror,  flight,  and  attempt  to  secrete  themselves  are  pre- 
dicted by  Isaiah  ii.  10-21.  "  Enter  into  the  rock,  and  hide 
thee  in  the  dark,  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of 
his  majesty.  The  lofty  looks  of  men  shall  be  humbled,  and 
the  haughtiness  of  men  shall  be  bowed  down,  and  the  Lord 
alone  shall  be  exalted  in  that  day.  For  the  day  of  the 
Lord  of  hosts  shall  be  upon  every  one  that  is  proud  and 
hfti/j  and  upon  every  one  that  is  lifted  up  ;  and  he  shall  be 
brought  low ;  and  upon  all  the  cedars  of  Lebanon  high  and 
lift^  up,  and  upon  all  the  oaks  of  Bashan ;  and  upon  all 
the  high  mountains,  and  upon  all  the  hills  that  are  lifted  up, 
and  upon  every  high  towei>  and  upon  every  fenced  wall, 
and  upon  all  the  ships  of  Tarshish,  and  upon  all  the  plea- 
sant pictures.  And  the  loftiness  of  man  shall  be  bowed 
down,  and  the  haughtiness  of  men  shall  be  made  low ;  and 
the  Lord  alone  shall  be  exalted  in  that  day.  And  the  idols 
shall  be  utterly  abolished.  And  they  shall  go  into  the  holes 
of  the  rocks,  and  into  the  caves  of  the  earth,  for  fear  of  the 
Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  his  majesty,  when  he  ariseth  to 
shake  terribly  the  earth.  In  that  day  shall  a  man  cast  his 
idols  of  silver  and  his  idols  of  gold,  which  they  made  each 
one  for  himself  to  worship,  to  the  moles  and  to  the  bats,  to 
go  into  the  clefta  of  the  rocks,  and  into  the  tops  of  the 
ragged  rocks,  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  his 
majesty,  when  he  ariseth  to  shake  terribly  the  earth." 
This  indicates  that  the  vengeance  of  God  is  then  to  be 
especially  directed  against  the  haughty  and  daring  in  sin, 
and  that  a  terrible  earthquake  is  to  be  one  means  by  which 
it  is  to  be  executed  ;  but  it  shows  that  the  guilty  are  not  to 
be  instantaneously  destroyed,  but  are  to  have  opportunity  to 
flee  to  the  mountains^  and  hide  themselves  in  dens  and 
caverns.    The  event  foreshown  in  these  passages  is  doubt- 
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less  the  battle  of  Armageddon,  when  the  usurping  and  p&> 
secuting  powers  denoted  by  the  wild  beast,  the  false  pro- 
phet, and  their  armies,  are  to  be  destroyed.  A  still  longer 
period  is  to  intervene  between  Christ's  advent,  and  the  judg- 
ment of  the  living  nations,  described  Matt.  xxv.  31-46 ;  for 
they  are  to  be  gathered  together  after  his  coming,  and  not^ 
as  is  generally  supposed,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  but 
there  is  every  reason  to  presume  successively.  It  is  after 
he  has  come  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  he  himself  announ- 
ces, Matt.  xxiv.  31,  that  he  shall  send  his  angels  with 
a  great  sound  of  a  trumpet  to  gather  together  his  elect  from 
the  four  winds,  from  one  end  of  heaven  to  the  other ;  and 
it  is  still  later,  it  is  indicated  in  the  vision  of  the  vintage, 
Bev.  xiv.  17-20,  that  the  wicked  are  to  be  gathered  and 
destroyed ;  and  probably  neither  of  these  classes  is  to  be 
assembled  at  one  time  and  in  one  place.  The  language 
does  not  imply  it.  The  representation  will  be  perfectly 
verified  by  the  assembling  of  the  nations  before    him, 

;  though  it  be  in  different  scenes  and  successively.  And 
why  should  the  population  of  Europe,  Africa,  America, 
and  the  Pacific  and  Indian  isles,  be  transported  to  Asia  to 
be  judged? — a  process  that  unless  accomplished  by  a 
miracle  would  occupy  many  years,  more  indeed  far  than  an 
ordinary  lifetime  even  of  the  aged,  and  demand  extra- 
ordinary provisions  for  the  subsistence  and  shelter  of  those 
collected  at  the  scene,  while  the  gathering  was  in  progress. 
Such  a  voyage  and  march  of  nine  hundred  millions  of  human 
beings  to  a  single  point  on  the  globe,  would  involve,  in  truth, 
an  array  of  miracles,  compared  with  which  all  that  have 
hitherto  been  wrought  in  the  government  of  the  world  would 
sink  into  insignificance ;  and  is  not  to  be  thought  o£    The 

judgment  of  the  nations  will  doubtless  take  place  in  their 
several  territories,  and  in  succession.  A  considerable  period 
therefore,  and  not  impossibly  years,  may  pass  ere  it  is  com- 
pleted. The  supposition,  accordingly,  that  the  earth  and 
atmosphere  are  to  be  fired  throughout  and  utterly  con- 
sumed as  the  process  proceeds,  is  contradictious  and  absurd. 
It  is  equally  inconsistent  with  the  resurrection  of  the  un- 
holy from  the  grave  and  the  sea  at  the  distance  of  the  vast 
series  of  ages  denoted  by  the  thousand  years  after  Christ's 
advent,  and  the  resurrection  of  the  righteous,  and  the  de- 
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stmction  of  the  antichristian  hosts.  It  is  expressly  revealed 
in  the  vision  of  the  resurrection  of  the  holy  dead  at  the 
commencement  of  the  thousand  years,  that  "  the  rest  of  the 
dead  are  not  to  live  again  until  the  thousand  years  are  fin- 
ished ;"  and  there  is  immediately  after  a  vision  of  their  rer 
surrection  from  the  sea,  the  grave,  and  the  realms  of  the 
unburied,  and  their  judgment  soon  after  the  close  of  the 
thousand  years.  But  their  resurrection  at  that  late  period, 
after  Christ's  coming  and  destruction  of  the  impious  hosts, 
symbolized  by  the  beast,  Babylon,  the  false  prophet,  and 
their  confederates,  shows  that  the  earth  and  air  cannot  in  the 
mean  time  have  been  reduced  to  a  mass  of  ruins  by  a  confla- 
gration, and  the  sea  evaporated  or  struck  from  existence ;  as 
dien,  to  make  it  possible,  it  would  be  necessary  that  the  earth 
and  sea  should  be  restored  from  their  dissolution  to  essentially 
the  state  in  which  they  subsisted  before  their  destruction  ; 
for  how  can  the  grave  and  the  sea  at  that  epoch  give  up  the 
dead  that  are  in  them,  if  there  are  no  graves,  nor  sea,  in 
which  the  dead  are  buried?  But  who  will  venture  to  main- 
tain that  the  earth  and  the  sea  are  to  be  reproduced  from 
non-existence,  in  their  original  state,  and  that  the  dead  they 
once  contained  are  to  be  redeposited  in  them,  in  order  to 
their  resurrection  in  the  manner  represented  in  that  vision? 

Such  are  the  stupendous  contradictions  and  absurdities 
which  the  notion  of  the  conflagration  and  dissolution  of  the 
world  at  Christ's  coming  involves.  It  not  only  has  no 
authority  whatever  in  the  passage  from  which  it  has  been 
drawn,  and  no  countenance  from  any  other  part  of  the 
Word  of  <jrod,  but  it  is  entirely  inconsistent  with  the  views 
which  are  presented  in  the  prophets  of  the  events  that  are  to 
attend  and  follow  Christ's  coming,  destruction  of  the  im- 
pious, judgment  of  the  living  population  of  the  world,  and 
reign  over  the  nations  through  the  ages  that  are  to  follow. 

It  is  not  the  millenarian,  therefore,  but  the  anti-gmillena- 
rian,  whose  views  it  is  impossible  to  reconcile  with  the 
apostle's  language,  and  the  teachings  generally  of  the  Scrip- 
tures on  this  subject. 

On  the  whole,  then,  the  notion  almost  universally  enter- 
tained of  the  conflagration  and  dissolution  of  the  heavens 
and  earth  at  Christ's  coming,  is  without  any  ground  wha^ 
ever  in  the  apostle's  words,  and  springs  wholly  from  attach- 

VOL.  VIL— NO.  III.  32 
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ing  to  them  a  meaning  which  they  do  not  involve.  The 
fires  by  which  the  impious  are  then  to  be  destroyed,  are  to 
be  but  local  and  temporary,  and  are  to  offer,  there  is  reason 
to  believe,  no  more  obstacle  to  the  safety  of  the  population 
of  the  globe  at  large,  than  the  volcanoes  have  that  have 
already  raged  in  the  depths  of  the  earth,  and  ejected  their 
burning  elements  into  the  atmosphere. 


in.  THE  JUDGMENT.      MATTHEW  XXV.  31-46;   BEVELATIOK 

XX.  4-15. 

There  is  no  inconsistency,  that  we  perceive,  between  the 
judgments  predicted  in  these  passages ;  as  that  foreshown  in 
Matthew  is  a  judgment  of  the  living  nations,  but  those  fore- 
shown in  the  Kevelation,  judgments  of  the  holy  and  unholy 
•dead.  n«fT»  ri  ir#nr,  Matt.  xxv.  52,  denotes,  as  is  shown  in 
the  Journal,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  164,  165,  all  the  living  nations^ 
and  the  living  exclusively,  never  the  dead.  The  prediction 
>that  they  are  to  be  judged  by  themselves  involves,  therefore, 
no  inconsistency  with  the  prediction,  Kev.  xx,  4-6,  that  the 
holy  dead  are  also  to  be  judged  by  themselves  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  thousand  years ;  nor  with  the  prediction, 
V.  11-15,  that  the  unholy  dead  are  to  be  judged  by  them- 
selves after  the  close  of  the  thousand  years.  And  those 
predictions  of  the  separate  judgment  of  those  classes  are  per- 
fectly consistent  with  such  passages  as  Psalm  xcviii.  9,  Acts 
xvii.  31,  which  declare  that  God  shall  judge  the  world  in 
xighteousness ;  as  they  simply  announce  the  certainty  that  it 
is  to  be  judged  by  him,  without  indicating  whether  the  judg- 
ment of  all  is  to  take  place  at  the  same  time,  or  not.  Even 
the  prediction,  Matthew  xxv.  31-46,  does  not  imply,  we  take 
it,  that  all  the  living  nations  are  to  be  gathered  together  in 
one  place,  and  judged  at  one  time.  It  merely  announces 
that  all  are  to  be  gathered  before  Christ  and  judged.  If 
they  are  gathered  and  judged  separately,  it  will  be  as  literal 
and  perfect  a  fulfilment  of  the  prophecy  as  though  they  were 
assembled  and  judged  at  one  place  and  time.  The  fact  that 
there  is  no  express  intimation  in  the  passage  that  they  are  to 
be  gathered  into  more  than  one  assembly,  and  judged  at 
more  than  one  time,  is  no  more  proof  that  there  is  to  be  but 
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one  assembly  and  judgment,  than  the  fact  that  in  the  parable 
of  the  sower  but  one  person  is  exhibited  as  sowing  the  seed, 
implies  that  the  sower  represented  but  one  person,  who  was 
to  preach  the  word  denoted  by  the  seed.  It  is  not  credible, 
indeed,  as  we  have  already  shown,  that  the  living  nations 
should  all  be  gathered  together  at  one  place.  First,  because 
those  only  are  represented  as  there  to  be  judged  who  have 
acted  in  a  direct  relation  to  Christ's  suffering  followers,  and 
shown  thereby  what  their  dispositions  are  towards  him. 
And  next,  because  the  assembling  of  those  two  classes  would 
necessarily  involve  probably  the  assembling  of  a  large  share 
of  the  others ;  for  how  could  the  young  and  helpless  be 
deserted  by  their  parents  and  others  on  whom  they  are  de- 
pendent ?  But  the  assembling  of  one-half,  one-third,  or  one- 
fourth,  of  the  population  of  the  globe  in  one  place,  may  justly 
be.  regarded  as  physically  impossible  without  a  miracle,  and 
a  series  of  miracles,  indeed,  both  to  transport  them  across 
continents  and  seas,  and  furnish  them  with  sustenance  and 
shelter.  All  the  present  shipping  of  the  world  multiplied 
ten-fold,  would  not  be  adequate  to  carry  two  hundred  mil- 
lions of  human  beings,  with  the  food  and  merchandise  that 
would  be  essentiahto  their  sustenance  and  comfort,  &om  the 
different  parts  of  the  world  to  the  eastern  end  of  the  Medi- 
terranean, or  the  Red  Sea,  in  the  lapse  of  half  a  century. 
And,  besides,  who  would  raise  the  surplus  food  and  produce 
the  surplus  manufactures  that  would  be  needed  to  feed  and 
clothe  the  hosts  and  the  millions  employed  in  their  transpor- 
tation, while  their  migration  was  in  progress?  Or,  were  it 
practicable,  what  great  end  could  be  answered  by  such  a 
measure  ?  So  laborious  and  cumbrous  a  movement  does  not 
seem  in  accordance  with  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of 
God;  and  as  it  is  not  requisite  to  the  literal  accomplish- 
ment of  the  prediction,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  it  is  to 
take  place.  The  nations  are  doubtless  to  be  assembled  and 
judged  separately  and  successively  ;  and  their  judgment  in 
that  manner  will  involve  no  inconsistency  with  the  judgment 
of  the  holy  dead  at  the  commencement  of  the  thousand 
years,  and  of  the  unholy  at  the  close  of  that  period. 
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Art.  vm. — The  War  op  the  Great  Nations. 

The  eyes  of  the  civilized  world  are  fixed  at  present  on 
the  strife,  on  a  rocky  promontory  of  the  Euxine,  of  four  of 
the  principal  nations  of  the  earth :  the  greatest  of  the  Greek, 
the  greatest  of  the  Catholic,  the  greatest  of  the  Protestant 
communion,  and  the  most  powerful  also  of  the  Mahometan 
&ith.  The  immediate  object  of  the  contest  at  its  present 
stage,  is  the  possession  of  a  few  square  miles  of  precipitous 
ridges  and  barren  rocks.  The  ultimate  object  of  Russia  is, 
the  conquest  of  the  Turkish  empire,  supremacy  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  a  controlling  influence  in  the  politics  of  the 
nations  of  western  Europe.  The  aim  of  Great  Britain  and 
France  is  to  prevent  Russia  from  making  an  accession  to  her 
territory  and  power,  so  vast  and  commanding,  as  not  only  to 
exclude  them,  if  she  chooses,  from  the  Mediterranean,  and 
endanger  the  East,  but  to  threaten  the  independence  of  Italy 
and  Germany,  and  menace  their  own  existence.  The  object 
of  Turkey  is  to  protect  herself  from  annihilation.  It  is  a  war 
therefpre  of  the  greatest  interest  to  these  nations,  and  what- 
ever may  be  its  issue,  is  to  affect  in  a  very  important  manner 
the  well-being  of  the  world.  The  aim  of  the  Most  High  in 
permitting  it  doubtless  is  that  these  races  may  be  the  instru- 
ments of  inflicting  his  justice  on  each  other,  and  that  the 
universe  may  see  that  men  are  still  the  same  as  they  have 
ever  been;  not  only  revolters  from  him,  but  enemies  of 
one  another,  and  ready  for  the  gratification  of  their  cruel 
passions,  an  empty  shout  of  applause,  or  the  momentary 
possession  of  power  and  wealth,  to  pursue  each  other  with  a 
merciless  vengeance,  and  hurl  myriads  and  millions  down 
the  precipice  of  eternal  destruction.  Their  progress  in  the 
arts,  their  higher  knowledge,  their  large  enjoyment  of  the 
comforts  of  life,  the  long  reign  of  Christianity  among  them, 
have  not  wrought  any  change  in  their  principles  or  passions : 
even  the  nations  that  are  disposed  to  peace,  are  forced  to  war 
to  defend  themselves  from  their  lawless  and  malignant 
neighbors,  who  threaten  them  with  encroachment  and  vas- 
salage. 

A  series  of  events  that  have  preceded  this  contest,  and 
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apparently  been  conditions  of  its  occurrenoe,  have  been  as 
peculiar  and  as  unexpected,  as  the  war  itself.  Such,  espe- 
cially, was  the  fall  of  the  French  monarchy  in  1848,  and  the 
institution  of  a  far  more  energetic  and  commanding  govern- 
ment in  its  place.  Had  Louis  Philippe  continued  to  occupy 
the  French  throne  till  his  death,  and  then  transmitted  it  to 
his  heir,  the  young  Duke  of  Orleans,  it  is  not  likely  that  the 
regency  in  whose  hands  the  government  would  now  have 
been,  would  have  ventured  on  so  hazardous  a  conflict.  Nor 
is  it  likely,  had  not  the  disasters  of  that  period  placed  Austria 
in  a  condition  of  dependence  on  Russia,  and  made  peace  with 
that  power  essential  to  her  security,  that  the  Czar  himself 
would  have  entered  on  the  system  of  unjust  and  presump- 
taous  measures  that  led  to  the  war.  He  undoubtedly  calcu- 
lated, and  perhaps  still  calculates  at  least,  on  the  neutrality  of 
that  empire,  and  not  improbably  looks  even  for  her  co-opera- 
tion, should  it  be  necessary,  to  shield  him  from  a  final  defeat 
The  short  crops  of  1863  were  an  element  also  in  the  combi- 
nation of  events,  which  prompted  the  emperor  Nicholas  to 
select  the  moment  to  carry  into  effect  his  schemes  for  extend- 
ing his  sway  over  Turkey.  He  flattered  himself,  probably, 
that  the  fear  of  being  cut  off  from  their  usual  supplies  of 
grain  from  the  Baltic  and  Euxine,  would  withhold  the  Eng- 
lish and  French  from  interfering  by  force  to  prevent  him 
from  accomplishing  his  ambitious  designs.  And  finally, 
another  event  still  more  extraordinary,  and  essential  perhaps 
to  the  possibility  of  the  war,  was  the  discovery  of  gold  in 
California  and  Australia,  by  which  the  capital  of  England  and 
France,  and  the  means  of  supporting  the  public  credit,  have 
been  so  vastly  augmented,  that  no  serious  difficulties  are  felt 
or  anticipated  in  providing  resources  for  the  contest.  The 
casual  notice  by  a  laborer,  of  a  few  brilliant  particles  glit- 
tering on  a  sand-bank  in  the  morning  sun,  was  an  essen- 
tial element  in  the  combination  of  causes  that  were  to  deter- 
mine the  present  movements  of  these  great  empires,  and  that 
are  to  exert  the  most  decisive  influences  on  the  destinies  of 
the  world.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  accession  of  several 
hundred  millions  from  those  sources  to  the  specie  of  Europe, 
and  the  assurance  of  its  continued  augmentation  on  an  undi- 
minished scale,  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  would  probably 
have  given  a  shock  to  public  credit,  which  neither  the  cabi- 
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net  of  Great  Britain  nor  France  would  have  found  it  possible 
to  overcome. 

The  war  has  not  only  resulted  from  a  peculiar  concurrence 
of  events,  but  has  forced  its  way  as  it  were,  into  existence, 
against  the  most  strenuous  efforts  to  avoid  it.  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Turkey,  instead  of  having  eagerly  rushed  into  or 
courted  it,  have  striven  by  all  the  artifices  of  diplomacy,  and 
by  generous  concessions,  to  avert  it;  and  have  only  assumed 
the  sword  when  forced  to  the  alternative  either  of  checking 
the  ambition  of  Eussia,  or  yielding  themselves  the  unresist- 
ing victims  of  her  power. 

The  issues  of  the  contest  are  to  be  of  the  utmost  moment, 
also,  whichever  side  may  gain  the  final  victory.  The  results 
indeed  already  made  sure,  are  of  the  greatest  significance, 
and  form  an  essential  link  apparently  in  the  series  of  events, 
that  are  to  lead  on  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  predicted 
judgments  and  catastrophes  of  the  nations.  Had  Sussia 
been  allowed  to  carry  out  her  project  of  aggression  without 
obstruction,  she  would  probably  in  a  very  brief  period  have 
drawn  the  whole  Turkish  empire  within  her  grasp.  The 
Czar's  pretence  that  his  aim  in  seizing  the  Principalities  was 
merely  to  withhold  the  Sultan  from  some  meditated  violation 
of  the  rights  of  the  professors  of  the  Greek  faith  in  his  do- 
minions, and  that  he  had  no  designs  of  conquest  or  further 
encroachment,  is  entitled  to  no  credence.  As  soon  as  he  had 
ascertained  that  he  was  to  meet  no  resistance  from  the  courts 
of  London  and  Paris,  he  would  have  doubled  his  forces  in 
the  Principalities,  crossed  the  Danube,  cut  his  way  to  Con- 
stantinople, and  swept  the  Turkish  dynasty  to  the  grave,  or 
driven  it  into  Asia  Minor  or  Syria.  It  were  absurd  to  sup- 
pose that  he  would  have  lost  so  propitious  a  moment  to  con- 
summate his  schemes,  and  left  the  prey  but  half  gorged,  and 
liable  by  a  later  interference  of  England  or  France  to  be' 
snatched  from  his  grasp. 

The  extinction  of  the  Turkish  empire,  however,  at  this 
point  in  the  current  of  events,  is  inconsistent  with  the  great 
scheme  of  Providence  which  is  revealed  in  the  Scriptures, 
and  would  contradict  the  predictions  that  are  made  of  the 
period  and  circumstances  of  its  fall.  The  Turkish  power,  it 
is  generally  held  by  interpreters,  is  that  which  is  symbolized 
under  the  sixth  trumpet,  by  the  monster  horseman  from  the 
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east  of  the  Euphrates,  whose  office  it  was  to  scourge  and  tor- 
ture the  idolatrous  churches,  especially  of  the  eastern  Roman 
empire.  But  it  is  expressly  foreshown  that  they  are  to  con- 
tinue their  sway  till  the  slaying  of  the  witnesses  at  the  close 
of  the  period  denoted  by  the  twelve  hundred  and  sixty 
days,  immediately  before  the  seventh  trumpet,  the  coming  of 
Christ,  the  resurrection  of  the  holy  dead,  and  the  judgment 
of  the  nations.  Rev.  xi.  14-19.  As  therefore  the  witnesses 
have  not  yet  been  slain,  the  fall  of  the  Turkish  empire  at 
this  time  is  inconsistent  with  that  prediction. 

This  war  against  the  Ozar,  accordingly,  is  to  defeat  his 
scheme  of  an  immediate  conquest  of  Turkey,  and  is  an  indis- 
pensable element  in  the  great  current  of  causes  that  are,  on 
the  one  hand,  to  prevent  the  confutation  of  the  prophecy  by 
a  premature  fall  of  that  empire,  and,  on  the  other,  are  to 
secure  its  overthrow  at  the  epoch  which  the  prediction 
assigns  for  its  &11.  And  this,  or  the  postponement  at  least 
of  the  Czar's  schemes  for  a  considerable  period,  the  events  of 
the  contest  have  already  made  sure.  Whatever  may  be  its 
final  issue,  the  repulse  of  the  Russians  from  the  Danube,  and 
the  destruction  of  their  fleet,  make  it  certain  that  a  conside- 
rable time  must  pass  after  peace  shall  have  been  concluded, 
ere  the  Czar  can  make  another  movement  for  the  conquest 
of  Constantinople,  with  a  prospect  of  success.  Should 
Sebastopol  and  the  Crimea  be  conquered  by  the  allies,  and 
remain  in  their  hands,  or  be  transferred  to  Turkey,  as  they 
will  have  control  of  the  Black  Sea,  a  series  of  years  must 
revolve  before  Russia  can  again  construct  such  a  fleet  as  will 
be  essential  to  a  war  on  the  Sultan,  even  should  he  be  left 
without  assistance  from  the  western  powers.  Should  Sebas- 
topol and  the  Crimea  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Czar,  at 
least  six,  eight,  or  ten  years  must  intervene  before  he  can 
reconstruct  his  dilapidated  fortresses,  and  rebuild  his  arma- 
ments, so  as  to  put  himself  in  as  favorable  an  attitude  as  he 
was  at  the  commencement  of  this  struggle,  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  his  purpose.  The  war  is  Undoubtedly,  .there- 
fore, filling  a  most  important  office  in  the  great  tragedy  of 
Providence. 

Ere  it  terminates,  however,  events  of  a  far  different  and 
more  stirring  interest  may  occur,  that  shall  change  the  whole 
condition  of  the  western  nations,  and  occupy  an  equally  im- 
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portant  place  in  the  great  succession  that  is  to  lead  on  to  the 
catastrophe  to  which  they  are  I'apidly  advancing.  The  ap- 
prehension is  felt  by  many  in  Great  Britain,  and  on  the  con- 
tinent, that  ere  the  contest  is  closed,  it  may  be  transferred  to 
the  west  of  Europe,  by  a  coalition  betwixt  Prussia,  and  per- 
haps Austria,  and  Russia,  by  insurrection  or  other  causes, 
and  may  end  in  a  revolution  in  those  countries  and  Italy, 
and  the  institution  of  new  governments  on  the  basis  of  gene- 
ral suffrage.  That  would  invest  it  with  immeasurably 
greater  importance  than  it  seems  now  to  possess,  and  make 
it  the  precursor  of  the  persecution  of  the  witnesses,  which  is 
to  follow  the  assumption  by  the  civil  rulers  of  their  last 
form,  as  represented  by  the  eighth  king  of  Ae  empire,  and 
the  ten  kings  that  are  to  have  one  mind  with  him,  and  give 
to  him  their  power,  Rev.  xvii.  10-14.  Whether,  however, 
it  is  to  be  so  closely  connected  or  not  with  that  modification 
of  the  western  governments — ^which,  it  seems  to  have  be- 
come the  general  belief,  is  rapidly  approaching — it  is  doubt- 
less one  of  the  great  and  essential  steps  in  the  train  that  is 
to  lead  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  revelations  God  has 
made,  and  belongs  to  the  system  of  judgments  denominated 
by  the  Spirit  of  inspiration,  the  last  plagues,  the  infliction  of 
which  began  upwards  of  sixty  years  ago,  and  is  &t  ad- 
vanced towards  its  completion.  If  has  already  proved  a 
direful  calamity  to  vast  crowds.  Out  of  the  armies  and 
fleets  engaged  in  the  conflict,  probably  not  less  than  one 
hundred  thousand  have  fallen  in  battle,  been  swept  away  by 
the  pestilence,  or  perished  from  fatigue.  And  who  can  esti- 
mate the  alarms,  the  miseries,  the  outrages,  to  which  the 
Principalities  have  been  subjected  by  the  savage  hosts  that 
have  overrun  and  pillaged  them  7  Who  can  sum  up  the  sor- 
rows by  which  multitudes  have  been  smitten  by  the  wholesale 
carnage  of  the  battles  in  the  Crimea  7  Or  who  can  picture 
in  imagination  the  amount  of  toil  and  deprivation  to  which 
millions  are  to  be  subjected,  to  pay  the  crushing  expenses 
of  the  struggle  7  Contemplated  in  its  mildest  aspect,  it  is  a 
gigantic  calamity,  and  forms  an  awful  expression  of  God's 
avenging  justice.  It  is,  accordingly,  viewed  with  profound 
interest  and  awe  by  the  Christian  and  Mahometan  nations 
that  are  embarked  in  it,  and  with  forebodings  in  myriads  of 
hearts,  that  it  is  but  the  first  gust  of  a  tempest  that  is  to  rush 
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westward,  and  ere  it  sinks  into  silence,  is  to  spread  terror 
and  devastation  over  the  other  kingdoms  and  nations  of  the 
European  family. 

This  conflict,  however,  in  which  such  momentous  inte- 
rests are  involved,  is  not  contemplated  with  awe  by  the 
inhabitants  of  this  world  alone.  It  is  gazed  at  from  the 
orbs  above  with  a  £eir  profounder  sense  of  the  awful  passions 
which  it  displays,  and  fuller  comprehension  of  the  ends  it 
is  to  answer  in  the  divine  administration.  It  must  strike 
the  intelligences  of  those  blissful  spheres  with  a  resistless 
sense  of  the  folly,  malignity,  and  madness  of  men,  to  see 
them  gathering  from  the  most  distant  regions — Northern 
Africa,  the  whole  circuit  of  the  ancient  kingdoms  of 
Babylonia,  Media,  and  Greece,  the  most  remote  nations  of 
the  Soman  empire  in  the  west,  and  the  vast  regions  of 
Northern  Europe  and  Asia,  in  such  crowds,  and  with  such 
terrific  engines,  to  harass  each  other  with  alarms,  rend 
each  other  with  wounds,  and  consign  one  another  toHhe 
horrors  of  a  premature  and  violent  death.  What  a  contrast 
the  scene  presents  to  their  peaceful  realms,  which  are  never 
ravaged  by  evil  passions,  nor  darkened  by  avenging  frowns, 
because  of  sin  7  How  clear  must  be  their  sight,  and  how 
full  their  realization,  that  man  has  faUen,  and  has  become 
an  enemy  to  himself,  as  well  as  God  I  And  how  resistlesly 
must  the  spectacle  impress  them  with  the  feeling,  that  they 
are  left  of  God  thus  to  smite  each  other  with  misery  and 
death,  that  they  may,  on  the  one  hand,  show  forth  to  the 
universe  their  character  as  revolters  from  him ;  and  on  the 
other,  make  themselves  the  instruments  of  inflicting  on  one 
another  his  avenging  justice  ?  What  lessons  are  the  un- 
fsdlen  worlds  thus  taught?  What  exemplifications  are 
made  to  them  of  what  the  wickedness,  strife,  and  misery 
are,  to  which  they  sink,  who  depart  from  God?  What 
light  is  reflected  on  the  work  of  redemption  ?  And  what 
beauty  must  invest  the  power,  and  grace,  and  skill,  that 
raise  the  ransomed  from  such  a  depth  of  ruin,  to  spotless- 
ness,  wisdom,  and  benevolence ;  and  are  finally  to  free  the 
world  from  the  ravages  of  sin  and  death,  and  make  it 
the  dwelling-place  of  unsullied  sanctitude  and  unmingled 
bliss? 

This  is  not  a  matter  of  mere  fiimcy  or  conjecture;  but  it 
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is  specifically  revealed  in  the  Apocalypse,  that  the  angelic 
orders — the  messengers  of  God  who  bear  his  will  to  the 
distant  realms  of  his  empire,  and  execute  his  behests  in 
worlds  that  are  occupied  by  inferior  ranks  of  intelligences 
— ^and  the  spirits  of  the  holy  dead  of  our  race,  are  made 
acquainted  with  the  great  scheme  of  his  administration  over 
our  world,  and  are  spectators  of  the  awful  judgments  and 
gracious  deliverances  of  which  it  is  the  scene.  Thus  they 
were  present  at  the  opening  of  the  Revelation,  chap.  iv.  v., 
and  sang  ascriptions  of  right  and  worthiness  to  the  Lamb  to 
break  the  seals  of  the  divine  purposes,  and  make  known  to 
angels,  the  redeemed  in  heaven,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth,  the  great  events  that  were  to  mark  his  sway  over 
men,  till  he  comes  to  conquer  his  enemies,  and  bring  all 
nations  to  submit  to  his  sceptre.  At  the  sound  of  the 
seventh  trumpet,  they  gave  thanks  with  loud  voices  that 
the  time  had  come  when  he  was  to  judge  the  hosts  that 
were  arrayed  in  war  against  him,  and  deliver  and  accept 
his  saints.  And  again,  at  the  fall  of  Babylon,  they  ascribed 
to  him  salvation,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  celebrated  the 
righteousness  of  the  doom  he  had  assigned  to  that  malignant 
power,  and  summoned  the  surviving  inhabitants  of  the 
earth  to  fear  and  praise  God,  and  rejoice  that  the  hour  of 
the  resurrection  of  his  people  from  the  grave  had  arrived : 
which  indicate  that  they  are  aware  at  every  stage  of  its 
progress,  of  the  accomplishment  of  his  purposes  here,  and 
feel  an  interest  suitable  to  the  loftiness  of  their  natures, 
the  greatness  of  their  knowledge,  and  the  intimacy  of  their 
relations  to  God,  in  both  the  wrathful  and  the  gracious  in< 
terpositions  by  which  he  is  conducting  the  present  dispen- 
sation to  its  close. 

But  in  the  vision  of  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  Apoca* 
lypse,  the  hosts  of  the  redeemed  are  exhibited  as  assenibled 
in  the  divine  presence,  immediately  before  the  eflfusion  of 
the  last  plagues  on  the  nations,  and  chanting  the  truth  and 
justice  of  God  in  those  inflictions,  and  the  redemption  of 
the  world  in  which  they  are  to  issue. 

'*  And  I  saw  another  sign  in  heaven,  great  and  wonder- 
ful; seven  angels  having  the  seven  last  plagues;  for  in 
them  the  wrath  of  God  is  finished.  And  I  saw  as  it  were  a 
glassy  sea  mingled  with  fire ;  and  they  who  were  victorious 
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from  the  wild  beast,  and  from  its  image,  and  from  the  num* 
ber  of  its  name,  standing  on  the  glassy  sea,  having  harps  of 
God.  And  they  sing  the  song  of  Moses,  the  servant  of 
God,  and  the  song  of  the  Lamb ;  saying,  Great  and  wonder- 
ful are  thy  works,  0  Lord  God  Almighty ;  just  and  true  are 
thy  ways,  king  of  the  nations.  "Who  shall  not  fear,  O  Lord, 
and  glorify  thy  name;  for  it  is  alone  holy;  for  all  the 
nations  shall  come  and  worship  before  thee,  because  thy 
judgments  have  been  manifested,"  chap.  xv.  1-4. 

The  hosts  of  those  who  are  redeemed  during  the  sway  of 
the  antichristian  powers,  are  thus  presented  as  assembled 
in  the  divine  presence  immediately  before  the  effusion  of  the 
last  plagues,  and  celebrating  the  righteousness  of  God  in 
that  vast  train  of  the  most  terrible  judgments  that  have  ever 
been  inflicted  on  the  nations.  The  relation  in  which  those 
who  are  victorious  from  the  wild  beast  and  irom  its  image, 
and  from  the  number  of  its  name,  that  is,  its  marker  badge, 
are  used  as  symbols,  is  that  of  exact  likeness,  or  as  represen- 
tatives, of  those  who  are  redeemed  during  the  tyranny  of  the 
powers  denoted  by  the  beast  and  its  image ;  inasmuch  as 
there  is  no  pther  class  of  beings  whom  they  can  symbolize. 
There  are  no  others  who  have  had  a  conflict  with  those 
apostate  powers,  and  escaped  victorious  from  their  assaults. 
The  vision,  accordingly,  shows  that  at  the  epoch  when  the 
outpouring  of  the  last  plagues  was  about  to  commence,  there 
was  in  reality  such  an  assembly  in  the  divine  presence  of 
those  who  have  maintained  their  allegiance  to  God  against 
the  wiles,  menaces,  and  persecutions  of  those  apostate 
powers ;  an  adoring  celebration  of  his  truth  and  righteous- 
ness in  all  his  administration  during  their  sway, .both  over 
them  and  over  his  own  children ;  and  a  raptured  utterance  of 
their  assurance  that  the  destroying  judgments  by  which  so 
many  were  soon  to  perish,  should  terminate  in  the  convic- 
tion of  all  worlds  and  all  individuals  that  he,  and  he  alone, 
is  infinitely  holy;  and  in  bringing  all  the  surviving  nations 
to  submission  to  his  rule.  It  implies,  accordingly,  that  the 
spirits  of  the  witnesses  and  martyrs  of  Christ,  not  only  now 
enjoy  a  conscious  and  active  existence,  and  are  raised  to  an 
intelligence  suitable  to  beings  who  are  admitted  to  the  im- 
mediate presence  of  God,  but  that  they  have  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  all  the  conduct  of  men  towards  him,  and  of  his 
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dealings  with  them ;  are  apprised  of  the  nature  of  the  judg- 
ments that  are  to  mark  the  close  of  the- present  dispensation ; 
and  see  with  the  clearest  certainty,  and  feel  with  the  pro- 
foundest  realization,  that  all  his  ways  are  just  and  true, 
worthy  of  his  boundless  attributes,  and  suited  in  the  highest 
measure  to  subserve  the  conversion  of  the  world  in  which 
they  are  to  result 

Let  us  suppose  the  heavens  were  opened,  and  the  specatcle 
were  presented  to  us,  as  it  was  beheld  by  the  apostle,  and 
consider  what  truths  it  would  reveal,  and  what  impressions 
it  would  make.  Among  the  first  and  most  emphatic  would 
doubtless  be  the  consciousness  and  activity  of  the  redeemed  in 
their  present  life,  and  the  intimacy  and  beauty  of  their  rela- 
tions to  God.  Instead  of  being  struck  with  insensibility,  or 
consigned  to  some  remote  and  twilight  world,  where,  as  some 
imagine,  they  have  neither  means  of  knowledge,  occupation, 
nor  the  power  of  communicating  with  each  other,  they  are 
raised  to  a  higher  range  of  faculties  than  they  here  enjoyed, 
possess  an  immeasurably  larger  and  more  comprehensive 
knowledge,  and  are  admitted  to  the  immediate  presence  of 
God. 

The  next  impression,  perhaps,  would  be  their  countless 
number.  The  glassy  pavement  on  which  they  stood  is  said 
to  be  05  it  mere  a  sea.  It  was  not  an  ordinary  court  spread 
out  in  front  of  the  temple,  but  a  vast  level,  like  an  expanse 
of  water  stretching  forward  and  on  either  hand  as  far,  per- 
haps, as  the  eye  could  reach,  and  is,  because  of  that  resem- 
blance, denominated  a  sea.  And  an  area  extending  in  that 
manner  in  front^  and  sweeping  round  in  a  wide  circuit,  was 
doubtless  requisite  to  station  the  vast  host  A  smaller 
space,  indeed,  could  scarcely  be  entitled  to  the  name  of  sea. 
How  immense  then  must  have  been  the  multitude  who  oc- 
cupied it  I  How  beautiful  and  impressive  is  the  revelation 
which  the  symbol  thus  makes  of  the  countlessness  of  the 
myriads  who  have  been  redeemed  during  the  ages  of  the 
beast's  power  I  Instead  of  a  small  number,  a  host  which  no 
one  can  count,  have  washed  their  robes  during  that  period, 
and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  gone 
up  from  this  stormy  life  to  the  presence  of  God,  where  they 
are  waiting  till  the  great  hour  arrives  of  the  completion  of 
their  redemption. 
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And  they  have  '*  harps  of  God,  and  sing  the  song  of 
Moses  and  the  Lamb.  Great  and  wonderful  are  thy  works, 
0  Lord  God  Almighty.  Just  and  true  are  thy  ways,  King 
of  the  nations.  Who  shall  not  fear,  O  Lord,  and  glorify 
thy  name ;  for  it  is  alone  holy ;  for  all  the  nations  shall 
come  and  worship  before  thee,  because  thy  judgments  are 
made  manifest  I "  Could  we  hear  that  chant  as  it  burst  from 
their  fervid  hearts,  and  rang  from  their  harps,  with  what 
impressions  would  it  thrill  us  of  the  lofty  intelligence  and 
rectitude  to  which  they  are  raised  I'  It  is  not  an  expression 
of  mere  trust,  but  of  knowledge ;  a  raptured  utterance  of 
what  they  see  in  the  clearest  light  of  truth,  and  feel  with  the 
deepest  sensibility.  It  bespeaks,  accordingly,  on  the  one 
hand,  a  most  comprehensive  acquaintance  with  the  measures 
of  God's  government  over  the  world,  and  a  filial  approval 
of  them  ;  and,  on  the  other,  a  knowledge  of  all  the  impieties 
of  the  antichristian  powers  towards  him,  and  malice  towards 
his  faithful  worshippers.  How  else  could  they  celebrate  his 
works  as  great  and  wonderful,  and  his  ways  as  just  and 
true?  And  how  beautiful  a  testimony  to  the  wisdom, 
righteousness,  and  fidthfulness  of  God,  to  be  breathed  into  the 
ear  of  the  listening  universe  from  the  lips  of  those  who  have 
suffered  the  greatest  outrages  from  the  persecutors  and  their 
predecessors,  on  whom  the  vials  of  avenging  justice  were 
about  to  be  poured  ?  They  had  been  left  of  God  to  meet  their 
infuriate  rage;  robbed  of  their  possessions;  torn  from  their 
families;  driven  into  dens  and  forests  for  shelter ;  shut  up 
in  prisons ;  tasked  in  the  mines ;  chained  to  the  galley  oar ; 
broken  on  the  rack,  and  consigned  in  a  thousand  torturing 
and  ignominious  forms  to  death :  yet  they  chant  his  right- 
eousness, truth,  and  skill,  as  wondrous  in  these  very  ap- 
pointments, and  proclaim  their  assurance  that  the  displays 
he  was  to  make  of  his  justice  in  the  judgments  he  was  about  to 
inflict  on  his  foes,  would  inspire  all  other  spectators  with  fear, 
and  prompt  all  tJie  nations  to  come  and  worship  before  him. 

The  vision  thus  shows  us,  in  a  most  attractive  and  impres- 
sive form,  that  the  ransomed  of  past  ages  are  aware  of  the 
great  judgments  which  God  is  now  inflicting  on  the  nations 
of  the  ancient  Roman  empire ;  that  they  contemplate  them 
with  adoring  celebrations ;  and  that  they  look  forward  with 
exulting  assurance  to  the  redemption  of  the  world  in  which 


Digitized  by 


Google 


610  Literary  and  Cfrttiedl  Notices.  [Jaik 

they  are  soon  to  issue.  Could  we  look  up  through  the 
opened  heavens,  and  survey  their  infinite  host,  we  should 
see  among  them  our  pious  ancestors  and  the  believing  asso- 
ciates and  acquaintances  who  have  passed  from  us,  and  hear 
them  mingling  their  accents  of  wonder  and  joy  in  the  strain. 
What  a  contrast  their  knowledge,  trust,  and  joy,  form  to  the 
error,  unbelief,  and  indifference,  that  reign  here  in  most  even 
of  the  children  of  God  I  What  a  sad  token  it  is  of  deep  and 
dangerous  misapprehensions  that  so  little  interest  is  felt  by  the 
church  below  in  whatthus  engages  their  most  earnest  atten- 
tion  I  Let  us  endeavor  to  catch  something  of  their  spirit 
Let  us  contemplate  the  great  scene  that  is  passing  before  us, 
with  the  views  and  emotions  with  which  they  behold  it,  and 
be  ready  when  the  summons,  comes  to  take  our  station  with 
them  on  the  glassy  sea,  and  join  in  their  chant  of  adorati6n 
and  love. 


Art.  IX. — LrrERART  and  Critical  Notiobs. 

1.  History  of  thk  Protestant  Churoh  in  Hunoart,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  Reformation  to  1850,  with  special  reference  to 
Transylvania.  Translated  by  the  Rev.  J.  Craig,  DJ).,  Hamburg. 
With  an  Introduction  by  J.  H.  Merle  D'Aubign6,  DJD.  Boston  : 
Phillips,  Sampson  <fe  Co.    New  York :  J.  C.  Derby.     1854. 

This  is  a  highly  interesting  history  of  a  portion  of  the  Protestant 
church,  of  which,  out  of  its  own  limiiB,  little  has  hitherto  been 
known.  The  countries  along  the  lower  Danube  ha?e  been  the  scene 
of  a  testimony  for  the  truth  against  the  usurping  and  apostate  civil 
and  ecclesiastical  powers  for  a  long  series  of  centuries.  A  body  of 
the  Paulicians  passed  from  Armenia  into  .Thrace,  in  the  eighth  cen- 
tury, and  subsequently  spread  into  Bulgaria,  Hungary,  and  Bohemia, 
and  their  missionaries,  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  centuries,  visited 
Italy,  France,  and  Germany.  In  the  twelfth  century  the  Waldenses 
and  Albigenses  sent  missionaries  to  Hungary,  and  f^m  that  time,  a 
considerable  body  holding  their  faith,  existed  there  till  the  rise  of 
Huss  and  Jerome  in  Bohemia.  The  doctrines  of  those  celebrated 
witnesses  spread  largely  in  Hungary  and  Transylvania,  and  main- 
tained their  hold  in  a  considerable  measure,  especially  among  the 
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Gennan  population,  till  the  RefonnatioD  in  the  sixteenth  century ; 
when  nearly  the  whole  nation  embraced  the  eyangelical  doctrine. 
From  that  time  to  this,  the  Protestants  have  been  the  objects  of  a 
fierce  and  exterminating  persecution  by  their  Austrian  rulers  and  the 
Jesuits ;  and  have  furnished  a  long  line  of  confessors  and  martyrs 
for  the  word  of  Grod. 

Had  it  been  a  leading  purpose  of  the  Most  High  so  to  arrange  his 
providence,  as  to  allow  the  usurping  civil  rulers,  and  ecclesiastics  of 
Western  Europe,  to  make  a  fiill  experiment  through  a  series  of  gene- 
rations of  their  antichristian  principles,  and  show  their  malignant 
character  in  the  acts  to  which  they  prompt,  and  the  results  in  which 
they  issue,  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  conditions  more  adapted  to  that 
end,  than  those  of  the  nations  of  Europe  during  the  last  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years,  nor  to  imagine  a  more  dreadful  exemplification 
than  the  career  of  the  persecuting  powers  presents,  of  the  falsehood 
and  malevolence  of  their  religion.  If  there  was  ever  a  system  that 
had  by  its  own  acts  fixed  upon  its  brow  indubitable  marks  of  an  infer- 
nal origin,  it  is  that  Apostasy,  usurpation  of  the  rights  of  God, 
fiftlsehood,  treachery,  tyranny,  cruelty,  bloodiness,  an  insatiable  thirst 
of  power,  an  inextinguishable  hatred  of  the  truth  and  its  friends,  are 
their  characteristics ;  and  they  have  been  set  forth  in  every  conceiv- 
able form  in  the  difierent  states  of  Europe,  and  on  a  vast  scale.  In 
Great  Britain  and  the  German  kingdoms  in  which  the  Protestants 
have  a  civil  supremacy,  Roman  Catholicism  has  shown  the  form  it 
assumes  when  under  strong  restraint,  and  its  dreadful  power  in  such 
circumstances  to  hold  its  vassals  in  bondage,  and  transmit  its  deadly 
virus  from  one  generation  of  them  to  another.  In  Italy,  Spain,  and 
Portugal,  it  has  held  unobstructed  sway,  and  revealed  the  horrid 
spirili^ith  which  it  is  animated,  by  exterminating  the  true  worship- 
pers, and  reducing  its  vassals  to  the  lowest  depth  of  ignorance,  super- 
stition, and  social  and  physical  debasement.  In  France  and  Hun- 
gary, where,  though  the  minority,  the  Protestants  have  formed  too 
large  a  proportion  of  the  population,  to  admit  of  their  extermination, 
the  Papacy  has  displayed  in  a  still  more  dreadful  form  her  implaca- 
ble hatred  of  God  and  her  exhaustless  malignity  towards  his  true 
worshippers,  by  pursuing  the  latter  with  fire  and  sword  through  a 
long  succession  of  generations,  and  consigning  myriads  and  millions 
of  them  in  the  most  inhuman  modes  to  death. 

Who  can  doubt  that  ends  of  fnfinite  moment  are  to  be  answered 
by  these  amazing  exhibitions  ?  Who  can  doubt  that  those  ends  are 
the  preparation  of  the  universe  by  the  manifestation  of  the  true  cha- 
racter of  man  and  of  sin,  for  the  redemption  of  the  world  under  the 
reign  of  Christ,  which  is  to  be  ushered  in  by  the  destruction  of  the  anti- 
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christian  powers  f  And  who  can  flail  to  rejoice  that  their  orerihrow 
is  rapidly  approaching,  and  is  to  be  accomplished — not  by  the  feeUe 
hand  of  men,  which  a  struggle  of  eighteen  centuries  has  shown  to 
be  wholly  inadequate  to  the  task,  but  by  the  Almighty  Redeems 
himself^  whose  throne  those  usurpers  arrogate,  and  whose  religion 
they  turn  into  an  engine  of  death ! 

2.  Is  Christianity  from  God  t  Or  a  Manual  of  Bible  Evidence  for 
the  People.  By  the  Rev.  John  Gumming,  D.D.,  Minister  of  the 
Scottish  National  Church,  Crown  Court,  London.  With  an  Intro- 
duction by  the  Hon.  T.  Frelinghuysen.  New  York:  M.  W. 
Dodd.     1854. 

This  brief  and  simple  summary  of  the  Evidences  of  the  truth  of  the 
Christian  Religion  is  excellently  adapted  to  be  useful.  It  treats  of  all 
the  principal  themes  of  the  question — the  immortality  of  the  soul, 
the  being  of  God,  the  authenticity,  inspiration,  and  self-consistency 
of  the  Bible,  and  its  general  characteristics,  gives  explanations  of  diffi- 
culties, and  answers  to  objections ;  and  presents  them  with  that  clear- 
ness and  vivacity  that  usually  distinguish  Dr.  Cumming's  writings. 

8.  Sermons  on  the  Christian  Life.  By  the  Right  Rev.  George 
Burgess,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
Diocese  of  Maine.  Philadelphia :  Herman  Hooker.  New  York : 
Stanford  k  Swords.     Boston  :  Ide  h  Dalton.     1854. 

These  Discourses  are  the  work  of  a  cultivated  mind,  largely  ac- 
quainted with  man,  imbued  with  the  knowledge  of  the  gospel,  and 
earnest  in  teaching  and  enforcing  its  truths.  While  they  are  not 
elaborate  disquisitions,  neither  are  they  trite  common-places;  but 
present  their  subjects  in  new  and  attractive  attitudes,  and  invest 
them  with  a  freshness  of  thought  and  neatness  of  diction,  that 
render  them  excellently  adapted  to  engage  the  interest  of  the  reader, 
and  leave  salutary  impressions. 

4.  SuNuoHT  through  THE  MisT :  being  Conversations  between  a 
Mother  and  her  Children  on  Luther  and  the  Reformation.  By  a 
Lady.  With  Illustrations.  New  York  :  Stanford  and  Swords.  1854. 

These  sprightly  conversations  detail  the  principal  incidents  of 
Luther's  life  in  a  very  agreeable  manner,  and  interwoven  with  them 
a  series  of  domestic  incidents,  that  give  the  narrative  the  charm  for 
the  young  of  a  double  story,  and  furnish  opportunity  for  instructions 
and  counsels  that  are  especially  suited  to  their  age. 
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5.  Prophbtio  Studies.  Lectures  on  the  Book  of  Daniel,  bj  the 
Rev.  John  Camming,  D.D^  Minister  of  the  Scotch  National 
Church.    Philadelphia :  Lindsay  <fe  Blakiston.     1854. 

Thb  themes  of  this  volume  are  somewhat  more  extensive  than  the 
title  indicates;  as  it  treats  not  only  of  the  chief  visions  and  pre- 
dictions of  the  prophecy,  but  of  the  character  and  history  also  of  the 
prophet ;  the  great  personages  with  whom  he  was  connected ;  and 
the  events  which  he  details.  It  is  written  in  Dr.  C.'s  best  manner 
and  is  marked  by  great  copiousn^s  and  oflen  elegance  of  thought, 
warmth  of  feeling,  and  brilliancy  of  diction.  His  voice,  howevef,  as 
an  interpreter,  is  far  less  authoritative  than  as  a  preacher;  his 
views  of  the  principles  of  symboHzation  and  language  being  those 
that  have  been  generally  held  by  English  and  Scotch  writers  for  the 
last  two  centuries.  He .  accordingly  follows  in  their  train,  and 
places  on  the  events  that  are  now  passing,  and  some  of  the  most 
important  predictions  that  are  yet  to  be  accomplished,  constructions 
in  which  we  cannot  acquiesce.  He  holds,  for  example,  that  the 
Ancient  of  days  is  the  Eternal  Word,  instead  of  the  Father ;  that  the 
Stone  cut  out  of  the  mountain  without  hands,  is  the  symbol  of 
Christ,  instead  of  the  risen  saints,  and  that  it  has  already  begun  to 
smite  and  crush  the  image  ;  that  England  is  no  longer  one  of  the  ten 
kingdoms ;  that  it  is  the  Mohammedan  power  that  is  denoted  by  the 
little  horn  of  the  goat ;  and  that  the  final  catastrophe  of  the  anti- 
christian  thrones  is  very  near.  His  expositions,  nevertheless,  of  the 
great  image,  the  tree,  the  beasts  from  the  sea,  the  symbols  and  pre- 
dictions of  the  eighth  and  ninth  chapters,  are  in  the  main  correct, 
and  are  adapted  to  awaken  the  interest  of  readers  of  all  classes,  and 
impress  them  with  the  truth  and  importance  of  the  revelations  made 
in  the  prophecy. 

That  he  holds,  in  common  with  Millenarians  generally,  that  men 
are  to  continue  in  the  natural  life,  and  subsist  as  nations  after  Christ's 
second  coming,  is  seen  from  the  following  passage,  in  regard  to  the 
peoples,  and  nations,  and  languages,  who  are  to  serve  him. 

"This  shows  us  that  after  the  Ancient  of  days  has  come — after 
the  thrones  have  been  set — after  the  Son  of  man  has  been  revealed 
in  the  clouds  of  heaven — all  nations,  people,  and  languages,  existing 
in  all  their  diversity,  and  with  all  their  distinctions,  but  individually 
and  morally  saints,  though  circumstantially  nations,  shall  constitute 
that  empire  of  peace  and  joy,  over  which  he  shall  reign  in  glory  and 
in  beauty.  If  this  be  so,  nations  will  exist  in  the  millennial  reign. 
Perhaps  all  the  distinctions  that  separate  nation  from  nation  shall  be 
perpetuated  then ;  but  while  they  have  different  colors  and  com- 

VOL.  VII.— NO.  n.  88 
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plexions,  then  as  now— while  they  speak  different  tongues  as  tbej  do 
now — they  shall  have  one  grand  characteristio  in  common,  they 
shall  be  the  Saints  of  God,  the  Sons  of  the  Most  High.  Asia,  Africa, 
America,  Europe,  shall  all  be  baptized  by  one  Spirit,  and  washed 
in  one  fountain,  and  have  in  their  hearts  the  image,  the  likeness,  and 
the  superscription  of  the  Lamb  "    Pp.  247,  248, 

6.  Stnontms  of  the  New  Testamekt  :  being  the  [substance  of  a 
Course  of  Lectm^s  addressed  to  the  Theological  Students,  King's 
College,  London,  by  Richard  Chevenix  Trench,  B.D.,  Professor  of 
Divinity,  King's  College.    New  l?ork :  Redfield.     1864. 

This  work  does  not,  as  the  title  might  perh^  lead  the  reader  to 
suppose,  present  the  whole  series  of  Hynonyraous  tenns  in  the  New 
Testament,  with  definitions  of  their  meaning  and  exemplifications  of 
their  usage ;  but  a  selection  only  of  sixty  sets  that  are  the  most  im- 
portant: and  its  object  is  not  to  establish  the  concurrence  in  meaning 
of  the  several  synonymous  words,  but  rather  to  point  out  the  diver- 
sity of  signification  with  which  they  are  used.  It  is  written  much 
after  the  manner  of  Dr.  George  Campbell's  **  Inquiry  into  the  diffn^ 
ence  of  the  import  of  words  generally  thought  to  be  83monymoas,'' 
though  more  brief ;  and  displays  fine  powers  of  discrimination,  tho- 
rough scholarship,  sound  judgment,  and  elegant  taste ;  and  is  a  most 
entertaining  and  instructive  work.  All  who  study  the  Greek  Testa- 
ment should  avail  themselves  of  its  aid.  That  our  readers  may  see 
the  mode  in  which  its  themes  are  treated,  we  transcribe  the  article  on 
Antichrist  and  Falsechrist. 


§  XXX. — (ivrip^pwfro^,  ^}/6u^o;^plfl'«•ef . 

The  word  (iwip^pMrro^  is  peculiar  to  the  Epistles  of  St.  Jobs,  occur- 
ring five  times  in  them;  1  Ep.  ii.  18,  bis;  ii.  22 ;  iv.  8 ;  2  Ep.  7; 
and  nowhere  besides.  But,  although  St  John  only  has  the  word^ 
St.  Paul  has,  in  common  with  him,  a  designation  of  the  person  of 
this  great  adversary,  and  of  the  marks  by  which  he  shall  be  recog- 
nised ;  for  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  av^p&Mro^  «%  dfjuxpria^,  the 
uio^  r^f  ckuXsio^,  the  avofA.o^  of  2  Thess.  ii.  8,  8,  are  all  of  them  other 
designations  of  the  same  person  (see  Augustine,  De  Civ,  Dei,  xx.  19, 
2) ;  and,  indeed,  to  St.  Paul  and  to  that  passage  in  his  writings  we 
are  indebted  for  our  fullest  instruction  concerning  this  great  enemy 
of  Christ  and  of  God.  Passing  by,  as  not  relevant  to  our  purpose, 
many  of  the  discussions  to  which  tiie  mysterious  announcement  of 
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such  a  cominflf  foe  has  naturallj  given  rise,  as,  for  instance,  whether 
we  are  to  understand  by  the  Antichrist  a  single  person  or  a  line  of 
persons,  a  person  or  a  system,  there  is  only  one  of  these  questions 
which  has  a  right  to  occupy  us  here ;  namely,  what  the  force  is  of 
dvri  in  this  composition ;  does  d  v  r  ( xp'^^'^f  iitiply  one  who  sets  himself 
up  against  Christ,  or  one  who  sets  himself  up  in  the  stead  of  Christ ! 
Is  he  an  open  foe,  who  seeks  violently  to  usurp  his  seat ;  or  a  &lse 
friend,  that  professes  to  hold  it  in  his  name  ?  » 

There  is  no  settling  this  matter  off-hand,  as  some  are  in  so  great  a 
hurry  to  do ;  seeing  that  dvri,  in  composition,  has  both  these  forces. 
It  is  used  often  in  the  sense  of  substitution  ;  thus,  dvrilBa&iksCs,  he 
who  is  instead  of  the  king,  *  prorex,'  *  viceroy ;'  dv&6  farog^  he  who  is 
instead  of  the  consul,  *  proconsul ;'  AvriSstirvos,  he  who  fills  the  place 
at  a  feast  of  an  absent  guest ;  dvri'korpov,  the  ransom  paid  instead  of 
a  person.  Then,  secondly,  there  is  in  dvri  often  the  sense  of  opposi- 
tion^ as  in  flLvri^etfif ,  (ivnXoyia,  dvrixsfjxevof :  and  still  more  to  the  point, 
more  exact  parallels  to  dvrlyj^i^^og^  as  expressing  not  merely  the  fact 
of  opposition,  but  in  the  latter  half  of  the  word,  the  very  object 
against  which  the  opposition  is  directed,  clvTivo|ULia  (see  Suicer,  Thes, 
8.  v.),  opposition  to  law ;  olvrtp^sip,  the  thumb,  as  set  over  against  the 
hand  ;  oLvr^Xio^,  lying  over  against,  and  so  exposed  to,  the  sun ; 
'Awixarojv,  the  title  which  Caesar  gave  to  a  book  which  he  wrote 
against  Cato;  dvrWeof, — ^not  indeed  in  Homer,  where  it  is  applied  to 
Polyphemus  (Orf.  i.  70),  and  to  the  suitors  (xiv.  18),  and  must  mean 
•godlike,'  that  is,  in  strength  and  power ; — ^but  yet,  in  later  use,  as  in 
Philo  ;  with  whom  cLvrWeo^  vwg  {De  Conf,  Ling.  19)  can  be  no  other 
than  the  *  adversa  Deo  mens ;'  and  so  in  the  Christian  Fathers;  And 
the  jests  about  an  •  Antipater'  who  sought  to  murder  his  father,  to 
the  effect  that  he  was  9>5pojvu|xo^,  would  be  utterly  pointless,  if  dvri  in 
composition  did  not  bear  this  meaning.  I  will  not  cite  'Avr^pw^, 
where  the  force  of  olvri  is  more  questionable ;  and  examples  in  sufiS- 
cient  number  have  been  quoted  already  to  prove  that  in  words  com- 
pounded with  clvri,  some  imply  substitution,  some  opposition  ;  which 
being  so,  they  have  equally  erred,  who,  holding  one  view  of  Anti- 
christ or  the  other,  have  affirmed  that  the  word  itself  decided  the 
matter  in  their  favour.  It  does  not  so ;  but  leaves  the  question  to  be 
settled  by  other  considerations.  (See  on  this  word  dvrip^pKfro^  a  mas-' 
terly  discussion  by  LUcke,  Comm.  fi6.  die  Briefe  des  Johannes,  pp. 
190-194.) 

For  myself  St  John's  words  seem  to  me  decisive  on  the  matter, 
that  resistance  to,  and  defiance  of,  Christ,  not  the  false  assumption  of 
his  character  and  offices,  is  the  essential  mark  of  Antichrist ;  that 
which,  therefore,  we  should  expect  to  find  embodied  in  his  name ; 
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thus  see  1  John  h.  22 ;  2  John  1 ;  and  in  the  parallel  passage,  2 
Thess.  ii.  4,  he  is  6  dvrixsiixsvo;,  inhere  none  will  deny  that  the  force 
of  dvri  is  that  of  opposition  :  and  in  this  sense,  if  not  all,  yet  many 
of  the  Fathers  have  understood  the  word.  Thus  Tertullian  {De 
PrcBSc  EdBT.  4) :  Qui  Antichristi,  nisi  Christi  rebelles  f  He  is,  in 
Theophylact's  language,  ^avrio^  r^  Xpiefry, '  TFtrferchrist,'  as  the  Ger- 
mans have  rightly  rendered  it;  one  who  shall  not  pay  so  much 
homage  (o  God's  word  as  to  assert  its  fulfilment  in  himself  for  he 
shall  deny  that  word  altogether;  hating  even  erroneous  worship, 
because  it  is  w(H^p  at  all,  hating  much  more  the  Church's  worship 
in  spirit  and  in  truth ;  who,  on  the  destruction  of  every  religion, 
every  acknowledgment  that  man  is  submitted  to  higher  powers  than 
himself  shall  seek  to  establish  his  own  throne ;  and,  for  God's  great 
truth,  ^  God  is  man,'  to  substitute  his  own  lie,  *•  Man  is  God.' 

The  term  •\tsM-xj^uSrog^  with  which  we  proceed  to  compare  it,  occurs 
only  twice  in  the  New  Testament ;  or,  if  we  count,  not  how  often  it 
has  been  written,  but  how  often  it  was  spoken,  only  once ;  for  the 
two  passages  (Matt.  zxiv.  24 ;  Mark  xiii.  22)  are  records  of  the  same 
discourse.  In  form  the  word  resembles  so  many  others  which  appear 
to  have  been  combined  of  -^^bZ^o^  and  almost  any  other  substantive 
at  will.  Thus  4/Suda«'o0'4'oXo;,  ^/Su^a^sX^x)^,  4^^od»Ja<fxixXo^  4^6u£o- 
vpo^^^,  4'^^of^p^p9  all  in  the  New  Testament ;  the  last  also  in 
Plato.  So,  too,  in  ecclesiastical  Greek,  4/6u^o«'oifji^,  4/Su^oXarp»a,  and 
in  classical,  4'^^a^8Xo^  (Homer),  -^fSM^i^uviTi^  (Herodotus),  and  a 
himdred  more.  The  •^fsMyj^Kfra^  is  not  one  who  deuies  the  being 
of  a  Christ ;  on  the  contrary,  he  builds  on  the  world's  expectations 
of  such  a  person :  only  he  appropriates  these  to  himself,  blasphe- 
mously affirms  that  he  is  the  Foretold  One,  iu  whom  Gkxl's  promises 
and  men's  expectations  are  fulfilled.  Thus  Barchochab,  or  ^  the  son 
of  the  Star," — as  claiming  the  prophecy  at  Numb.  xxiv.  17  he  called 
himself, — who,  io  Adrian's  reign,  stirred  up  again  the  smouldering 
embers  of  Jewish  insurrection  into  a  flame  so  fierce  that  it  consumed 
himself  with  more  than  a  million  of  his  fellow-countrymen — he  was 
a  ^/fiu^o^pKfro^  :  and  such  have  been  that  long  series  of  blasphemous 
pretenders  and  impostors,  the  false  Messiahs,  who,  since  the  rejection 
of  the  true,  have,  in  almost  every  age,  flattered  and  betrayed  the 
expectation  of  the  Jews. 

The  distinction,  then,  is  plain.  The  dvrip^pKfro^  denies  that  there 
is  a  Christ ;  the  •\^BM^o'xj^i(fT(^£  affirms  himself  to  be  the  Christ  Both 
alike  make  war  against  the  Christ  of  God,  and  would  set  themselves, 
though  under  different  pretences,  on  the  throne  of  his  glory.  And 
yet,  while  the  words  have  this  broad  distinction  between  them,  while 
they  represent  two  different  manifestations  of  the  kingdom  of  wick- 
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ednefis,  i?e  ought  not  to  forget  that  there  is  a  sense  in  which  the  final 
Antichrist  will  be  a  Pseudochrist  as  well ;  even  as  it  will  be  the  very 
character  of  that  last  revelation  of  hell  to  absorb  into  itself,  and  to 
reconcile  for  one  last  assault  against  the  truth,  all  anterior  and  subor- 
dinate forms  of  evil.  He  will  not,  it  is  true,  call  himself  Christ,  for 
he  will  be  filled  with  deadliest  hate  Both  against  the  name  and  offices, 
as  against  the  whole  spirit  and  temper,  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  now 
the  exalted  King  of  Glory.  But,  inasmuch  as  no  one  can  resist  the 
truth  by  a  mere  negation,  he  must  offer  and  oppose  something  posi- 
tive in  the  room  of  that  faith  which  he  will  assail  and  endeavor 
utterly  to  abolish.  And  thus  we  may  certainly  conclude,  that  the  final 
Antichrist  will  present  himself  to  Uie  world  as,  in  a  sense,  its  Mes- 
siah ;  not,  indeed,  as  the  Messiah  of  prophecy,  the  Messiah  of  Gt>df 
but  still  as  the  world's  saviour ;  as  one,  who,  if  men  will  follow  him, 
will  make  their  blessedness,  giving  to  them  the  full  enjoyment  of  a 
present  material  earth,  instead  of  a  distant  and  shadowy  heaven ; 
abolishing  those  troublesome  distinctions,  now  the  fruitful  sources  of 
so  much  disquietude  and  pain ;  those,  namely,  between  the  Church 
and  the  world,  between  the  spirit  and  the  flesh,  between  holiness  and 
sin,  between  good  and  evil.  It  will  follow,  therefore,  that  however  he 
will  not  assume  the  name  of  Christ,  and  so  will  not,  in  the  letter,  be 
a  •\f6uU'xjfi<frog^  yet  usurping  to  himself  Christ's  offices,  presenting 
himself  to  the  world  as  the  true  centre  of  its  hopes,  as  the  satisfier  of 
its  needs  and  healer  of  its  hurts,  he  will  in  fact  take  up  into  himself 
all  names  and  forms  of  blasphemy,  will  be  the  4/Su^o;(pi(f4'o^  and  the 

oUrixpic'^o^  at  once. 

m 

7.  Legends  and  Records,  chiefly  Historical,  by  Charles  B.  Tay. 
ler,  M.A.    New  York :.  Stanford  &  Swords.     1856. 

These  tragic  stories,  though  indebted  for  their  details  to  the  fancy  of 
the  narrator,  are  founded  mostly  on  events  that  occurred  some  two 
centuries  ago,  and  present  a  truthful  picture  of  their  times.  Many 
of  the  personages  whose  portraits  they  give,  were  believers  in  Christ, 
and  exhibited  in  the  distressful  scenes  through  which  they  passed,  a 
gentleness  and  subraissiveness,  a  steadfastness  of  faith,  and  a  victory 
over  suffering  and  death,  that  are  characteristic  only  of  those  in 
whom  his  Spirit  reigns,  and  whose  life  is  hid  with  him. 

8.  Gratitude.     An  Exposition  of  the  Hundred  and  Third  Psalm,  by 
the  Rev.  John  Stevenson.    New  York :  R.  Carter  k  Brothers.  1 864 , 

The  fine  group  of  themes  presented  by  the  Psalm,  is  treated  by  Mr. 
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Stevenson  with  point,  copiousness,  and  wannth.  He  presents  not  a 
mere  exposition  of  terms,  or  grammatioal  commentary,  but  an  evolu- 
tion rather  of  the  topics  of  the  Psalm,  a  delineation  of  the  great 
features  of  the  benignant  proridence  which  God  exerts  over  his 
children,  and  portraiture  of  the  gifts  and  deliverances  with  which  he 
crowns  their  lives,  along  with  counsels,  warnings,  and  appeals,  that  are 
suited  to  rouse  the  mind  to  grateful  recollection,  and  kindle  it  with  love. 
The  work  may  be  read  with  advantage,  not  only  by  the  pious  who 
wish  to  impress  themselves  with  a  livelier  sense  of  Uie  divine  good* 
ness,  but  by  all  who  would  see  the  contrast  which  a  heart  glowing 
with  sensibility  to  God's  bounty  and  love,  and  uttering  its  gratitude 
and  adoration,  forms  to  one  in  which  his  benefactions  excite  no  grate- 
ful sentiment,  his  fiettherly  smile  meets  no  filial  recognition. 

9.  Apooalyftio  Skstohes.  Lectures  on  the  Seven  Churches  of 
Asia  Minor.  By  the  Rev.  John  Gumming,  D.D.,  Minister  of  the 
Scotch  National  Church,  author  of  Lectures  on  Miracles,  Daniel, 
^c    Philadelphia :  Lindsay  ^  Blakiston.     1854. 

Makt  writers  have  regarded  the  Epistles  to  the  Seven  Churches  as  pro- 
phetic of  the  state  of  the  church  generally  in  seven  successive  ages  or 
periods,  and  have  lost  themselves  in  their  exposition  in  a  labyrinth  of 
fanciful  and  absurd  speculation.  Dr.  Gumming  rejects  that  groundless 
notion,  and  treats  them  as  indicating  the  principles  on  which  Christ 
was  to  conduct  his  providence  over  the  church  during  the  present 
dispensation,  and  as  fraught  with  instruction,  therefore,  that  is  equally 
suited  to  it  at  every  stage  of  its  progress.  He  accordingly  selects 
from  the  attributes  and  prerogatives  of  Christ,  the  characteristics  of 
the  churches,  their  errors,  dangers,  and  conflicts,  the  rebukes,  warn- 
ings, and  encouragements  addressed  to  them,  the  judgments  threat- 
ened  to  the  apostate,  and  rewards  promised  to  the  faithful,  such 
themes  as  together  form  an  appropriate  group  for  a  course  of  lectures, 
and  presents  them  with  his  usual  ampUlude,  earnestness,  and  force. 
In  his  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  lectures,  he  alleges  many  proo& 
that  the  Catholic  Church  has  lost  its  hold,  in  a  large  measure,  of  the 
population  of  the  Roman  States,  and  repeats  the  belief  which  he 
utters  in  several  of  his  other  works,  that  the  hour  of  her  destruction 
is  near.  That  she  is  to  recover  her  supremacy,  and  for  a  short  time 
wreak  her  vengeance  on  the  true  worshippers  in  a  fresh  persecution, 
he  thinks  is  neither  foreshown  nor  possible.  In  the  form,  however, 
in  which  she  appears  in  the  Apocalypse,  immediately  before  her  de- 
truction,  she  is  exhibited  as  borne  by  the  wild  beast,  the  symbol  of 
the  civil  powers  of  the  empire,  and  as  drunk  with  the  Uood  of  the 
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sdnts ;  and  the  sUuighter  of  the  witaesaes  at  the  close  of  their  pro- 
phecy of  twelve  hviMlred  and  sixty  years,  is  represented  as  imme- 
diately to  precede  the  last  trumpet,  and  the  coming  of  Christ  to  the 
redemption  of  his  peqple,  and  the  judgment  of  his  enemies,  Rer. 
XTiL  3-18 ;  xi.  3-19. 

10.  Daniel  a  Model  foe  Young  Men.  A  Series  of  Lectures  by 
the  Rev.  W.  A.  Scott,  D.D.  New  York:  R.  Carter  <fe  Brothers 
1854. 

Among  the  finest  Discourses,  both  in  respect  to  the  lessons  they 
taught  and  the  spirit  they  breathed,  that  we  have  ever  heard  or  read, 
were  the  Baccalaureate  addresses  by  Dr.  Dwight  to  the  graduating 
classes  of  Yale  College.  They  gave  the  counsels,  warnings,  and 
encouragements  that  are  most  needed  by  youth  in  their  circumstan- 
ces, they  made  a  profound  impression  at  their  delivery,  and  like  the 
last  accents  of  a  venerated  parent^  were  by  many  long  recollected 
and  affectionately  cherished.  The  delivery  of  discourses  to  those 
who  are  just  entering  on  the  active  pursuits  of  life,  and  encountering 
its  temptations,  which  has  of  late  become  common  in  the  cities,  is 
highly  appropriate,  and  will  prove,  we  doubt  not,  the  means  of  great 
good  to  many. 

The  Lectures  of  this  volume  were  thus  addressed  by  Dr.  Scott  to 
the  young  men  of  New  Orleans,  and  they  are  well  suited  to  their 
end.  No  finer  theme  could  be  selected  from  the  whole  range  of  the 
Bible  for  addresses  to  youth,  than  are  presented  by  Daniel,  and  the 
eminent  personages  whose  history  is  associated  with  his ;  distinguished 
as  they  were  by  Uie  greatness  of  their  endowments ;  the  novelty 
of  the  conditions  in  which  they  were  placed  ;  the  beauty  and  strength 
on  the  one  hand,  with  which  the  piety  of  those  of  them  who  feared 
God  was  exhibited,  and  the  extraordinariness  of  the  deliverances  that 
were  wrought  for  them ;  and  on  the  other,  the  extreme  of  wicked- 
ness displayed  by  those  of  them  who  feared  him  not,  and  the  awfdl- 
ness  of  the  catastrophes  with  which  they  were  overwhelmed.  These 
various  topics,  the  truth  of  the  history,  Daniel's  character  as  a  man 
and  a  prophet^  Nebuchadnezzar's  dream,  the  youths  cast  into  the  fiery 
furaace,  the  king's  acknowledgment  of  Jehovah,  God's  universal 
dominion,  Belshazzar's  feast,  the  lions'  den,  and  Daniel's  deliverance, 
form  a  fine  array,  and  are  treated  with  a  point  and  spirit  that  adapt 
them  to  engage  the  interest  of  the  young,  and  exert  on  them  a  sahi- 
tary  influence.  To  those  who  have  read  Dr.  Cununing's  Lectures  on 
Daniel,  it  will  be  felt  to  be  a  blemish  that  Dr.  S.  has  so  closely  fol- 
lowed  that  writer  on  here  and  t^ere  a  topic,  and  now  and  then 
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adopted  a  thought  or  expression  without  fimnallj  indicating  it. 
That  he  consulted  Dr.  G.'s  work,  as  well  as  many  others,  in  prepur- 
iDg  the  Lectures,  is  indeed  expressly  announced  in  the  preface,  and 
shown  by  several  specific  references  to  him  in  the  conrse  of  the 
volume,  and  the  omission,  in  all  cases  to  distinguish  the  thoughts 
drawn  from  him.  Dr.  S.  has  stated,  arose  from  his  being  precluded 
from  a  revision  of  the  manuscript,  and  the  supervision  of  the  proof 
sheets.  This  defect,  should  a  second  edition  be  called  for,  will  doubt- 
less be  remedied.  We  wish  the  crowd  of  young  men  in  our  cities  and 
villages  who  are  just  entering  on  an  active  career,  and  forming  their 
character  for  life,  may  be  led  to  study  its  pages,  and  take  the  great 
prophet  whose  portrait  it  draws,  as  their  model  and  guide. 

11.  Lkoturxs  on  thb  Eyidevcbs  of  Christianitt.  Delivered  in 
Philadelphia  by  Clergymen  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
in  the  Fall  and  Winter  of  1853-4.    With  an  Introductory  Eesay 

i  by  Alonzo  Potter,  D  J).,  LL.D^  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Penn- 
sylvania.   Philadelphia :  E.  H.  Butler  &  Co.     1855. 

The  specious  and  virulent  assaults  that  have  lately  been  made  on 
Christianity,  and  the  rapid  spread  of  infidelity  among  those  who 
bear  the  Christian  name,  as  well  as  those  who  disown  it,  renders  it 
peculiarly  incumbent  on  the  ministers  of  religion,  to  vindicate  its 
truth,  and  guard  their  people  against  the  bold  misrepresentations 
and  deceptive  reasonings  that  are  employed  to  betray  them  into 
doubt  and  unbelief.  Though  the  attacks  of  the  infidels  of  the  pre- 
sent day  are  little  else  than  a  repetition  of  those  of  their  predeces- 
sors of  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  and  their  objections 
and  arguments  have  been  a  thousand  times  answered,  those  answers 
are  within  the  reach  of  but  few ;  and  there  is  no  other  method  so 
direct  and  e£fective  of  bringing  them  to  the  knowledge  of  the  age 
generally,  as  their  reproduction  in  the  pulpit,  in  the  freshness,  vigor, 
and  adaptation  to  the  present  times,  which  they  derive  frx>m  a  new 
treatment  by  original  and  earnest  thinkers.  To  stand  dumb  spec- 
tators of  the  gigantic  e£fbrts  which  are  made  to  extinguish  the  light 
of  divine  truth,  and  shroud  the  world  in  the  darkness  and  horrors  of 
atheism,  without  an  attempt  to  arrest  and  defeat  them,  were  to  act  the 
part  of  traitors  to  the  gospel,  instead  of  sentinels  and  soldiers  who 
are  set  for  its  defence.  Iliis  series  of  Discourses  was  designed  to 
re-present  in  a  fresh  and  pointed  form,  on  the  one  hand,  the  great 
evidences  which  establish  the  divine  origin  and  truth  of  Christianity, 
and  on  the  other,  a  confutation  of  the  objections  with  which  it  is  as- 
sailed ;  and  they  are  well  adapted  to  their  object.    Bishop  Potter 
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giyeB  in  the  Introductory  Essay,  a  brief  view  of  the  history  and 
doctrines  of  scepticism,  of  the  problems  that  are  to  be  treated  in  the 
yindicadon  of  Christianity,  and  of  the  mode  in  which  they  are  to 
be  handled.  The  themes  of  the  Lectures  are,  on  the  one  side,  the 
philosophy  of  scepticism,  and  the  several  theories  which  it  presents 
in  antagonism  to  the  Bible ;  and  on  the  other,  the  analogies  between 
Qod's  world  and  word,  miracles,  the  inspiration  of  the  Scriptures,  the 
historical  and  internal  evidences  of  their  truth,  and  other  kindred 
topics,  and  they  are  treated  with  a  degree  of  learning,  spirit,  and  tact, 
that  render  them  highly  interesting,  and  fit  them  to  be  extenuvely 
useful 

12.  An  Historioal  Text  Book  and  Atlas  of  Bibuoal  Gbo- 
ORAPHT.  By  Lyman  Coleman,  D J).  Philadelphia :  Lippincott, 
Grambo  ii  Co. 

This  manual  is  designed  especially  for  the  use  of  Sabbath  scholars, 
Bible  classes,  and  schools  and  seminaries  of  all  ranks,  and  has  every 
adaptation  to  its  object  that  the  most  ample  learning,  a  judicious 
arrangement,  and  accuracy,  fulness,  and  tastefulness  in  the  delinea- 
tions and  narratives  can  give.  It  is  introduced  by  a  series  of 
maps  of  those  parts  of  Asia,  Africa,  and  Europe,  that  were  known  to 
the  Hebrews,  and  presents  a  description  of  every  country,  mountain, 
sea,  river,  city,  and  place,  that  is  mentioned  in  the  Bible ;  the  people, 
and  eminent  persons  that  have  been  connected  with  them ;  and  the 
important  events  of  which  they  have  been  the  scene,  arranged  in  chro- 
nological order.  It  is  thus  a  comprehensive  chart  of  the  places^ 
persons,  and  events,  with  their  dates,  mentioned  in  the  sacred  history, 
with  their  relation  to  each  other ;  and  contains  a  greater  amount  of 
useful  and  attractive  information  than  can  be  found  in  any  other 
work  in  the  same  compass.  Instead  of  a  dry  catalogue  of  names 
and  epochs,  the  delineations  are  minute  and  graphic,  and  present  the 
scenes  and  incidents  in  the  clearness  and  boldness  with  which  they 
are  drawn  on  Uie  pages  of  the  best  class  of  travellers.  No  work  can 
be  more  happily  adapted  to  render  the  study  of  Biblical  geography, 
history,  and  chronology,  easy  and  attractive  to  the  young. 

18.  Messiah's  Throne  and  Kingdom  :  or  the  Locality,  Extent,  and 
Perpetuity  of  Christ's  Kingdom.  By  the  Rev.  J.  Harkness,  Pastor 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Fishkill  Landing.  New  York  : 
John  Moffet,  82  Nassau  street     1855. 

The  object  of  this  volume  is  to  unfold  the  promise  respecting  Christ, 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


LUerary  and  OriHeal  Notices.  [Jan. 

addressed  to  the  Virgin  at  the  atinanciatioD,  that  *^  the  Lord  God  shall 
give  unto  him  the  throne  of  his  &Uier  David ;  and  he  shall  reign 
over  the  house  of  Jacx>b  for  ever ;  and  of  his  kingdom  there  shall  be 
DO  end ;"  by.  showing  what  the  throne  is  whieh  he  is  to  oceupy, 
what  the  kingdom  is  over  which  he  is  to  reign,  when  it  is  to  be  givmi 
to  him,  and  its  perpetuity. 

The  throne,  he  shows,  is  literally  the  throne  of  David,  the  king  of 
•  Israel,  not  a  mere  metaphorical  throne,  or  a  sway  of  a  different 
species.  The  mode  in  which  he  meets  those  who  treat  the  promise 
as  though  it  were  a  Qiere  trope,  is  seen  from  the  following  passage. 

'^  Those  who  contend  for  the  spiritual  interpretation  of  the  passage, 
deny  that  Jesus  Christ  will  sit  personally,  that  is,  as  God-man,  in 
glorified  humanity  upon  the  throne  of  his  father  David,  and 
reign  visibly  in  Jerusalem  over  the  house  of  Jacob,  or  heaven's 
highly-favored  people  Israel ;  or  that  he  will  ever  appear  in  person  a 
reigning  king  upon  the  earth ;  and  maintain  that  he  will  only  sit 
spiritually  upon  David's  throne,  and  have  in  them  and  over  them  a 
spiritual  kingdom Now  that  Jesus  Christ  will  reign  spirit- 
ually over  his  people  by  his  Holy  Spirit  working  by  his  mighty  influ- 
ences in  their  hearts,  is  incontrovertibly  a  truth,  and  a  very  importuit 
and  glorious  truth  ;  but  it  may  be,  and  is  questioned  whether  it  is 
the  truth  taught  in  the  prediction. 

*'  Now  to  persuade  the  unprejudiced  mind  that  Uiis  is  the  meaning 
of  the  passage,  in  all  fairness  it  must  be  shown  that  David  had  a 
spiritual  throne ;  that  he  could  and  did  sit  spiritually  upon  that 
throne,  that  his  government  was  and  is  verily  a  spiritual  government, 
and  bis  kingdom  a  spiritual  kingdom ;  for  until  this  is  done,  it  is 
impossible  to  see  how  the  prediction  can  be  fulfilled.  If  David  had 
such  a  throne,  surely  we  need  to  have  it  explained  what  it  was,  and 
how  he  who  was  a  mere  man  like  ourselves,  could  sit  upon  that 
spiritual  throne ;  how  material  man  could  occupy  a  spiritual  seat 
If  David  had  not  such  a  throne,  then  it  could  not — as  his — be 
promised  to  Christ  But  David's  throne  was  promised  to  Christ ;  and 
David's  throne  was,  as  we  have  seen,  a  material  throne,  consequently 
it  was  David's  material  throne  that  was  promised  to  Christ ;  and 
when  this  is  fulfilled,  Christ  must  sit  upon  that  material  throne. 

'^  We  cannot  give  up  the  throne  and  the  sitting  upon  it,  as  a  mere 
figure  of  speech,  to  accommodate  another  interpretation ;  because 
David  had  his  literal  throne,  and  did  literally  sit  upon  it,  and  that 
throne  was  promised  to  the  Virgin's  Son,  and  promised  that  he  might 
sit  upon  it  This  is  the  plain  grammatical  meaning  of  the  passage, 
and  the  only  idea  that  would  be  conveyed  to  the  mind  of  an  un- 
biatsed  reader.    But  while  we  contend  for  the  literality  of  the  throne, 
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and  sitUng  upon  the  tliroae,  it  is  not  for  a  moment  to  be  supposed 
tluit  it  is  denied,  or  insinuated  that  Christ  does  not  reign  by  his  Spirit 
in  and  over  his  people.  That  is  a  precious  truth.  ...  In  that  way  he 
reigned  in  the  first  renewed  heart ;  and  he  has  so  reigned  in  the 
heart  of  every  believer,  under  ewety  dispensation,  from  that  period  to 
the  present  hour ;  and  if  this  is  all  that  is  meant  by  the  throne  of 
kis  father  David  being  given  to  Jesus,  it  was  only  promising  to  give 
to  him  what  he  already,  and  had  always  possessed.  According  to 
this  interpretation,  nothing  new  was  promised,  and  nothing  new 
would  be  given.  Nor  is  this  difficulty  removed  by  contending  that 
tlie  reign  in  this  spiritual  sense  shall  be  more  extensive,  shall  be 
over  mankind  generally  ;  for  the  nature  of  the  reign  is  the  same — 
spiritual,  and  by  the  Spirit  in  the  hearts  of  men.  A  mere  extension 
of  the  government)  no  matter  how  great  that  extension  may  be,  can- 
not change  the  nature  and  manner  of  the  government  itself;  cannot 
introduce  the  king  himself,  and  set  him  personally  upon  a  visible 
material  throne,"  pp.  17-20. 

He  next  proceeds  to  show  that  the  kingdom  over  which  Christ  is 
to  reign,  is  in  this  world,  and  is  to  be  not  simply  the  literal  Israelites, 
consisting  of  the  living  restored  from  dispersion  to  their  ancient  land, 
and  the  pious  of  former  ages  raised  from  the  dead,  but  the  whole 
race ;  the  time  of  the  restoration  and  reorganization  of  that  people 
being  the  time  when  all  the  Gentile  nations  also  are  to  be  sanctified, 
and  the  world  universally  become  a  scene  of  righteousness  and  peace. 

In  the  third  chapter  on  the  perpetuity  of  this  kingdom,  he  presents 
proof  from  a  variety  of  passages  that  men  are  to  continue  in  the 
natural  life,  and  multiply  under  Christ's  reign  during  the  Millennium, 
which  he  holds  is  the  symbol  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
years,  and  that  at  length  the  curse  of  the  fall  is  to  be  fully  repealed, 
and  those  of  the  race  thereafter  coming  into  existence,  enjoy  an 
exemption  from  sin  and  temptation,  essentially  such  as  that  which 
they  would  have  enjoyed  had  Adam  not  fallen.  Throughout  the 
Millennium,  however,  he  holds  that  sin  in  a  measure  and  death  will 
continue  to  reign. 

The  period  of  Christ^s  coming  and  assumption  of  this  kingdom,  he 
shows  in  his  fourth  chapter,  is  that  of  the  judgment  and  destruction 
of  the  blaspheming  and  persecuting  rulers  of  the  fourth  monarchy, 
when  the  saints  of  the  Most  High  are  to  take  the  kingdom  of  the 
earth  and  possess  it  for  ever  and  ever ;  and  that  coming — following 
in  the  track  of  Mr.  Elliott,  Dr.  Cumming,  and  other  English  and 
Scotch  writers — he  regards  as  at  a  distance  probably  of  not  more  than 
twelve  or  fifteen  years.  In  this,  however,  we  think  he  errs.  The 
great  series  of  events  that  are  yet  to  intervene  before  Christ's  adveat 
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— ^the  remodificatioQ  of  the  monarchies  of  the  ten  kingdoms,  the 
persecution  and  slajring  of  the  witnesses,  the  sealing  of  the  senranta 
of  God,  the  proclamation  to  all  nations  and  peoples  that  the  hour  of 
God's  judgment  has  come,  the  fall  of  Babylon,  the  warning  of  €h>d'B 
people  to  come  out  of  her,  her  destruction,  the  emission  of  the 
unclean  spirits,  their  embassy  to  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  the 
assembling  of  the  antichristian  hosts  at  Armageddon  to  the  laat 
battle,  seem  to  us  to  indicate  that  a  much  longer  time  is  yet  to  paas, 
before  the  final  catastrophe. 

Whatever  the  period  may  be,  however — ^he  shows  in  the  last  chap- 
ter— when  this  kingdom  is  to  be  assumed  by  Christ,  he  is  to  recdve 
its  investiture  from  the  Lord  God.  Though  on  some  points  we  dis- 
sent from  Mr.  Harkness,  his  views  are  in  Uie  main  correct,  and  they 
are  sustained  by  aiv  array  of  Scriptural  evidence,  and  are  reasoned 
with  a  fairness,  force,  and  earnestness,  that  present  a  striking  contrast 
to  the  baseless  assumptions,  bold  sophistries,  and  slashing  dogmatian 
of  such  writers  as  Brown,  and  some  others  who  have  lately  appeared 
on  the  side  of  the  spiritualists ;  and  are  adapted  to  give  ti^e  truth  he 
advocates  a  deep  impression. 

14.  General  History  of  the  Christian  Religion  and  Church, 
from  the  German  of  Dr.  Augustus  Neander.  Translated  from  the 
last  Edition,  by  Joseph  Torrey,  Professor  in  the  University  of  V,er- 
moDt,  Volume  Fifth,  comprising  the  Sijclh  Volume  of  the  Original. 
Published  from  the  posthumous  papers,  by  K.  F.  T.  Schneider. 
First  American  edition.    Boston:  Crocker  &  Brewster.     1854. 


This  volume,  which  closes  the  series,  extends  the  history  from  the 
last  years  of  the  thirteenth  to  the  early  part  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
the  period  in  which  Wickliff  appeared  in  England,  and  Huss  and 
Jerome  in  Bohemia,  the  Council  of  Constance  met,  a  crowd  of 
bold  and  faithful  witnesses  for  the  truth  rose  in  almost  every  part  of 
the  ten  kingdoms,  and  the  corruptions  of  the  Catholic  church 
became  so  enormous  as  to  raise  the  cry  from  all  classes,  that  a 
reformation  in  her  "  head  and  members''  was  indispensable,  to  save 
her  from  speedy  dissolution.  Though  this  volume  was  prepared  by 
another  hand,  from  materials  left  by  Neander,  it  has  the  general 
characteristics  of  those  that  preceded  it,  and  from  the  eminent  per- 
sonages and  great  reformations  of  which  it  treats  on  the  one  side, 
and  the  lawless  ambition,  the  atrocious  crimes,  and  the  merciless 
persecutions  of  the  papacy  on  the  other,  is  one  of  the  most  instruct- 
ive in  the  train.    Piofeesor  Torrey  merits  the  thanks  of  the  literary 
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commuDity,  for  the  abiHty  with  which  he  has  performed  his  task  as 
translator,  and  the  publishers  for  the  tasteful  form  which  they  hare 
giyeu  the  yolumes. 

15.  Thb  British  Periodicals.    Republished  bj  Leonard  Scott  h 
Co.,  New  York. 

The  Quarterhes  for  October  and  November  present  a  finer  assemblage 
of  topics  than  usual.  A  large  share  of  them  are  of  a  literary  cast, 
and  are  treated  with  unusual  point  and  elegance ;  and  those  that  are 
scientific,  are  employed  in  the  history  and  description  of  their 
objects,  rather  than  in  the  discussion  of  principles.  The  most  attrac- 
tive  group  is  that  of  the  London  Quarterly,  the  whole  series  of  which 
is  instructive  and  entertaining,  while  the  articles  on  Church  Bells, 
Architecture,  Siluria,  Goldsmith,  and  The  Eclipse  of  Faith,  present 
their  topics  with  the  freshness  and  ease  for  which  that  Quarterly  is 
especially  distinguished.  The  review  of  Sir  R.  Murchison's  work  on 
the  Silurian  .system  of  rocks,  while  maintaining  the  current  belief 
respecting  the  age  of  the  world,  indicates,  like  several  other  discus- 
sions that  have  lately  appeared,  that  far  less  confidence  is  now  felt 
than  several  years  ago,  in  the  assumptions  and  reasonings  on  whichthat 
belief  is  founded :  the  whole  tide  of  recent  discoveries  tending  to 
weaken  and  overthrow  it,  by  showing,  on  the  one  hand,  that  animals 
and  plants  existed  at  the  period  of  the  formation  of  the  earliest  sedi- 
mentary rocks ;  and,  on  the  other,  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  strata 
themselves  that  forms  such  a  measure  of  the  time  occupied Jn  their 
deposition,  as  to  demonstrate  that  the  process  must  have  begun 
anterior  to  the  Mosaic  epoch  of  the  creation.  The  article  on  the 
Eclipse  of  Faith  is  an  able  vindication  of  the  views  held  by  the 
author  of  that  work,  and  exposure  of  the  blunders,  sophistries,  and 
quackery  of  Bir.  Newman  and  his  school. 

Of  the  subjects  of  the  Westminster — the  Prospects  of  the  Greek 
people,  Rajah  Brooke,  and  the  Women  of  France,  are  of  chief 
interest,  and  are  treated  with  spirit. 

The  article  in  the  Edinburgh  on  Vestries  and  Church  Rates  pre- 
sents a  sad  picture  of  the  animosities  and  contests  that  are  excited  in 
many  parishes  of  the  English  establishment  betwixt  the  parson  and 
people  by  the  present  mode  of  levying  taxes  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  church  edifice,  and  discharging  other  annual  expenses  that  are 
not  paid  by  the  state.  These  conflicts  spring  from  the  imposition  of 
the  tax  on  all  the  residents  of  the  pavsh,  whether  they  are  attendants 
at  the  church  or  dissenters,  and  the  determination  of  the  amount  that 
u  levied  by  a  vote,  in  which  all  the  tax-payers  have  a  voice.     There 
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is  thence  a  contiDual  struggle  on  the  part  o£»the  opponents  of  the 
tax  to  reduce  it  to  the  lowest  possible  rate ;  and  the  annual  meeting 
at  which  it  is  voted  and  the  vestrymen  who  are  intrusted  with  its 
appropriation  are  elected,  is  a  scene  often  of  contest^  uproar,  insnlti 
and  sometimes  of  outrage  and  mobbing.  The  evil  has  reached  suck 
a  stage,  that  it  seems  to  have  become  the  feeling  of  all  parties  that 
the  honor  of  religion,  the  safety  of  the  establishment,  and  public 
peace,  demand  that  it  should  be  remedied  by  a  change  of  the  law ; 
and  the  chief  plann  proposed  are,  the  restriction  of  the  tax  to  the 
aftendants  at  the  parish  church;  the  payment  of  the  requisite 
amount  by  the  state  treasury ;  or  the  abolition  of  all  law  respecting 
it,  and  allowance  of  the  parishioners  to  raise  the  sum  they  need  by 
voluntary  tax  or  subscription;  either  of  which  will  prove  a  st^ 
probably  towards  the  denationalization  of  the  church.  The  chunor 
on  this  subject  is  but  one  among  many  indications  that  the  esta- 
blishment is  rapidly  losing  iU  hold  on  the  national  feelingi  and  that 
ere  any  long  period  has  passed,  the  party  may  rise  to  the  majority 
who  wish  its  connexion  with  the  state  may  be  dissolved.  The 
scenes  delineated  in  the  article  on  the  Arab  Tribes  of  the  great 
desert,  are  stirring  and  picturesque ;  that  on  Railway  Morals  pre- 
sents a  startling  revelation  of  the  mismanagements  and  frauds  that 
have  marked  the  history  of  some  of  the  principal  railroads  in  Great 
Britain. 

The  North  British  opens  with  a  highly  entertaining  icicle  on  the 
Zoological  and  Botanical  Wonders  of  the  Shore.  The  review  of  Sir 
H.  Holland  on  Mental  Physiology,  Biology,  <fec.,  presents  a  vast 
array  of  curious  facts  and  speculations.  The  notice  of  MilmanV 
Latin  Christianity  is  able  and  instructive;  and  that  of  Cowper,  taste- 
ful and  pleasing.  In  the  article  on  the  Progress  and  Prospects  of 
the  War,  the  writer  expresses  a  high  confidence  of  the  success  of  the 
Allies ;  but  indicates  what  seems  to  be  a  very  prevalent  apprehen- 
sion, that  great  modifications  are  to  be  wrought  in  several  of  tke 
European  kingdoms  ere  peace  can  be  again  firmly  established. 
Among  the  changes  at  which  he  hints  are,  a  liberation  of  Italy,  the 
reconstruction  of  Poland,  and  a  new  distribution  of  territory  to 
Prussia  and  Austria.  That  these  and  several  other  monarchies  mi^ 
sooQ  fall,  and  be  followed  by  democratic  military  despotisms,  he 
seems  not  to  suspect ;  but  assumes  that  the  future  is  to  be  much 
like  the  past,  except  that  peace  is  more  generally  to  prevail,  and 
conuEnerce^  the  useful  arts,  wealth,  and  happiness  rapidly  advance, 
and  extend  their  domain  over  U^  whole  world. 

Blackwood  has  its  usual  varied  of  spirited  articles. 
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16.  Apooaltpho  Skbtohbs  :  Lectures  on  the  Book  of  Revelation, 
in  two  volumes,  by  the  Rev.  John  Gumming,  D.D.,  Minister  of 
the  Scotch  National  Church.  Philadelphia :  Lindsay  k  Blukiston. 
1654. 

Lr  these  volumes,  which  have  passed  through  a  large  number  of  edi- 
tions in  England,  and  are  receiving  a  wide  circulation  here.  Dr.  Gum- 
ming follows  mainly,  as  he  announces  in  his  first  Lecture,  in  the  track 
of  Mr.  Elliott,  the  author  of  the  Horse  Apocalyptic®.  His  construc- 
tbns,  accordingly,  are  not  founded  on  any  settled  principles  of  inter- 
pretation, but  are  the  product  in  a  large  degree  of  fancy  and  conjec- 
ture :  and  though  many  of  his  views  are  just,  and  his  pages  sparkle  with 
fine  thoughts  and  brilHant  images,  on  several  of  the  most  important 
parts  of  the  prophecy,  they  are,  we  Ihink,  seriously  mistaken.  Thus 
on  the  assumption  that  the  symbol  and  that  which  it  symbolizes,  are 
of  the  same  species — he  holds  that  the  first  four  seals  represent  the 
wars,  commotions,  famines,  and  pestilences  of  the  Roman  empire  of 
the  second  and  third  centuries.  The  fifth  seal  he  refers  to  the  close 
of  the  third  century ;  and  the  sixth  to  the  overthrow  by  Gonstantine 
of  the  pagan  government  and  institution  of  a  new  rule  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fourth.  Assuming  that  the  events  foreshown  were  to 
take  place  in  the  order  of  the  visions  in  which  they  are  symbolized, 
he  refers  the  sealing  of  the  servants  of  God  to  the  period  that  fol- 
lowed the  nationalization  of  the  church  in  the  fourth  century,  and 
introduction  into  it  of  a  crowd  of  unsanctified  persons ;  and  holds  that 
instead  of  being  made  conspicuous  by  having  the  name  of  God 
stamped  on  their  foreheads,  their  being  sealed  denotes  that  they  were 
hidden.  While  with  most  modem  commentators  he  regards  the  first 
four  trumpets  as  symbolizing  the  invasion  and  devastation  of  the 
Roman  empire  by  the  northern  hordes  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  centuries ; 
the  fifth  and  sixth  as  fulfilled  in  the  incursions  and  conquests  of  the 
Saracens  and  Turks ;  and  the  predictions  of  the  tenth  chapter  as  veri- 
fied in  the  Reformation  ;  he  represents  the  slaughter  of  the  witnesses 
as  having  taken  place  immediately  before  the  Reformation, — a  con- 
struction, as  we  have  shown  in  the  article  in  the  present  number  on 
the  Results  of  the  Laws  of  Symbolization,  altogether  untenable,  and 
involving  those  who  entertain  it  in  a  variety  of  other  important  errors. 
He  interprets  the  wild-beast  of  seven  heads  and  ten  horns  from 
the  sea,  as  symbolizing  by  its  head  '*  the  Roman  bishop  that  heads 
the  apostasy  of  Rome,"  and  by  its  body,  the  ten  kingdoms :  a  mis- 
take that  leads  him  to  the  misconstftiction  of  the  other  symbols  that 
are  connected  with  it — the  image,  Babylon,  and  the  beast  from  the 
abyss.     The  last  he  regards,  indeed,  as  the  same  as  the  beast  from 
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the  sea.  He  calls  the  Pope  the  eighth  head  of  the  beast,  under 
which  he  supposes  it  has  subsisted  during  near  twelve  hundred  and 
sixty  years,  and  is  to  subsist  till  its  destruction.  He  is  led  into  this 
error  by  assuming  that  auro^  0/600^,  Rev.  zvii.  11,  hare  xs^aKii  as  the 
noun  with  which  they  agree.  The  latter,  however,  is  feminine,  not 
masculine.  The  noun  with  which  07^00^  ageees  is  fiouftksvg,  t.  10, 
and  the  prediction  accordingly  is,  that  "  the  wild  beast  that  was  and 
is  not,  is  the  eighth  King^  and  is  of  the  seven,"  that  is,  of  the  same 
rank  or  class  as  the  seven,  and  thence  the  king  of  the  whole  empire, 
as  the  rulers  denoted  by  the  seven  previous  kings  were.  The  p^ , 
diction,  therefore,  presents  no  intimation  that  the  wild-beast  has  an 
eighth  head,  and  Dr.  C.'s  construction  is  built  wholly  on  a  Mm 
ground.  The  wild  beast,  indeed,  is  not  the  symbol  in  any  relation  of 
the  pope,  or  the  papacy ;  but  is  the  representative  solely  of  the  civil 
rulers  of  the  Roman  empire  under  the  ten  kings,  during  the  twelve 
hundred  and  sixty  years.  The  beast  from  the  abyss  is  the  symbol  of 
those  rulers  in  the  form  they  are  to  assume  when  the  eighth  king 
appears  at  the  head  of  the  whole  empire,  and  the  ten  kings  give  their 
power  to  him,  Rev.  xvii.  11-13,  and  its  then  bearing  the  woman 
Babylon  seated  on  it,  drunk  with  the  blood  of  the  saints,  shows  that 
the  Catholic  hierarchies  are  at  that  epoch,  immediately  before  their 
fall,  to  be  nationalized,  or  sustained  by  the  state,  and  to  exert  their 
power  in  the  persecution  of  the  witnesses  of  Jesus.  Their  fisdl  is  to 
be  their  denationalization,  and  the  precursor  of  their  destruction. 

He  regards  the  judgments  predicted  under  the  first  four  vials,  as 
inflicted  in  the  French  revolution  and  the  wars  that  followed  it ;  but 
holds  that  the  throne  of  the  pope  was  the  object  of  the  fifth,  and  the 
Turks  the  object  of  the  sixth. 

The  three  unclean  spirits  he  deems  to  be  symbolic  of  infidelity, 
popery,  and  priestcraA;  or  Puseyism,  and  to  be  already  emitted  and 
busy  in  their  task ;  and  he  oflfers  a  sad  array  of  proofs  of  their  preva- 
lence in  Great  Britain  as  well  as  on  the  continent.  The  seventh  vial 
he  regards  as  now  pouring,  the  catastrophes  that  have  during  the 
last  seven  years  befallen  the  papacy  as  the  commencing  steps  of  her 
fall,  and  the  coming  of  Christ  as  at  hand.  He  looks  for  no  future 
triumph  of  the  papacy,  no  new  persecution,  and  no  important  modifi- 
cation of  the  civil  governments  of  the  ten  kingdoms  anterior  to  their 
final  overthrow.  In  his  second  volume  he  treats  chiefly  of  the  events 
that  are  to  follow  Christ* s  advent,  and  presents  a  glowing  picture  of 
the  righteousness,  glory,  and  bliss,  that  are  to  mark  the  millennia 
reign. 
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AbT.  L— Db.  HiOKOK's  BATIONAL  PSYOHOLOaY. 
BY  THE  BDITOB. 

In  our  former  article  on  this  subject,  we  showed  that  Dr. 
Hickok,  in  his  investigation  of  the  function  of  the  senses^ 
proceeds  on  the  assumption  that  they  take  no  cognisance 
whatever  of  external  objects,  but  only  furnish  the  intellect 
with  phenomena  that  take  place  in  themselves,  the  appre- 
hension of  which  involves  a  knowledge  only  of  what  exists 
within  the  percipient,  not  of  anything  external  to  him.  He 
proceeds  on  that  view  also  in  his  investigation  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  understanding,  and  founds  on  it — ^following  in 
the  train  of  Kant, — ^his  theory  of  that  faculty.  As  the  senses, 
according  to  him,  take  no  cognisance  of  external  things ; 
as  nothing  comes  within  their  sphere  but  mere  qualities, 
without  any  substances  to  which  they  belong,  and  that  are 
the  causes  of  their  appearance  in  the  senses,  the  mind  must 
derive  its  apprehension  of  substances  as  the  ground  of  those 
qualities  from  some  other  quarter.  For  its  apprehensions 
are  not  confined  to  qualities.  It  regards  them  as  belonging 
(o  8ubstanoes,-^to  positive  existences  of  which  they  are 
elements,  and  of  the  being,  powers,  and  activitws,  of  which 
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they  are  the  exponents.  The  office  of  generating  these  appre- 
hensions  he  refers  to  the  understanding.  He  regards  that  as 
a  pecnliar  faculty  stationed  between  the  senses  and  the  rea- 
son, and  holds  that  its  special  function  is  to  take  cognisance 
of  the  phenomena  of  the  senses,  and  account  for  them  by 
conceiving  of  external  substances  in  which  they  inhere; 
and  of  a  universe  of  such  substances  that  are  in  perpetual 
activity  with  powers  and  under  laws  that  explain  the  pheno- 
mena of  the  senses.  Of  the  reality  of  these  supposed 
exterior  subsistences,  the  understanding,  however,  he  main- 
tains, has  no  knowledge  whatever.  It  only  conceives  of 
them.  It  has  only  a  notion  of  them,  as  existences,  that  ^ 
recUy  would  account  for  the  appearances  that  take  place  in 
the  senses.  They  have,  to  the  mind,  only  a  hypothetical,  or 
oq^ceptional  subsistence;  or  in  other  words,  the  mind, 
instead  of  perceiving  and  knowing  them,  only  conceives  of 
them.  Thus  he  says : — 
« 

*^  TBe  notion,  as  supplied  by  the  understanding,  is  put  under  tlie 
phenomena  as  substratum  in  which  thej  inhere,  or  as  source  on  which 
they  depend ;  and  as  it  is  a  peculiar  operation  of  the  intellect  which 
supplies  this  notion,  and  makes  it  to  stand  under  thd  phenomena  as 
their  connexion,  so  this  function  of  the  intellect,  as  fecultj  for  con- 
nexion, is  appropriately  termed  the  understanding.  The  same  inte^ 
lect  conjoins  the  diversity — and  this  is  the  facultj  of  the  sense— 
which  connects  the  phenomena — and  this  is  the  facul^  of  the 
understanding. 

^  This  connecting  of  phenomena  in  their  grounds  and  sources  hj 
the  understanding,  is  the  act  of  thinking ;  and  the  product  should 
be  termed  &  philosophical  judgment,  dMugm&hmg  it  from  the  process 
of  conjoining  in  unity,  which  is  the  act  of  attending,  and  the  product 
of  which,  as  intuitively  affirmed,  is  a  mathematical  judgment  Both 
are  synthetic,  inasmuch  as  both  attain  a  new  conception,  in  which 
the  relationship  is  given ;  but  in  one  case,  as  the  mathematical,  the 
new  conception  is  attained  by  an  immediate  intuition  in  a  construc- 
tion ;  and  in  the  other,  the  philosophical,  the  new  conception  cannot 
be  constructed,  and  thus  cannot  be  intuition,  but  is  wholly  supplied 
as  thought  or  notion,  by  the  understanding. 

''In  the  philosophical  judgment  we  are  obliged  to  receive  the 
notion,  as  connective,  from  the  understanding ;  and  then  the  relation- 
•hip  is  always  apprehended  only  by  a  diseursus  through  that  notioB ; 
and  thus  the  judgment  is  necessarily  discursive^  nc^  intuitive.    We 
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go  from  tbe  whiteness  to  the  hardness  in  our  connecting  of  these  as 
qualities  in  a  thing,  through  the  notion  of  ivory  as  common  sub- 
stratum ;  and  we  go  firom  the  impinging  to  the  displacing  [of  one 
ivory  ball  by  another]  in  our  connecting  of  these  as  events,  through 
the  notion  of  impulse  as  scarce  in  the  antecedent  for  the"  origination 
of  the  consequent  The  judgment  can  only  be  formed  from  the  pro- 
cess of  connexion;  and  the  connexion  can  only  be  made  in  the 
notion  ;  and  the  notion  is  supplied  by  no  possible  intuition.  We  can 
thus  connect ;  i.  e.  think  in  the  understanding  in  no  other  possible 
manner  than  discursively.  The  understanding  is  faculty  only  for 
connecting,  not  for  constructing ;  for  thinking^  not  for  attending ; 
for  discursively  concluding,  not  for  intuitively  beholding. 

^That  the  notional  is  conditional  for  all  experience,  as  a  con- 
nexion of  the  phenomena  into  things,  should  be  fully  apprehended, 
and  may  be  very  conclusively  determined.  Thus,  I  may  have  the 
definite  and  distinctive  qualities  of  a  hardness,  a  coldness,  a  brittle- 
nesa,  a  transparency,  ho^  as  real  phenomena  in  perception,  but  they 
are  all  necessarily  separate  from  each  other  as  given  in  perception, 
and  no  conjunction  can  go  any  further  than  to  give  to  each  its  com- 
plete form  as  phenomenon,  and  let  them  stand  singly  and  separately 
in  the  consciousness.  But  when  the  understanding  has  supplied  ita 
notion  of  a  ground  common  to  them  all,  ike  thinking  may  then  con- 
nect them  all  in  it  by  a  discursus  from  one  to  another  through  it, 
and  ^ve  to  this  notion  as  connective  ground  a  name  -as  thing,  and  of 
which  the  phenomena  will  all  be  held  in  a  judgment  as  common 
properties  and  qualities ;  and  I  may  then  say,  thi  ice  is  hard,  is  cold, 
4c.  My  percepti<^  in  the  sense  has  given  the  phenomena  only ; 
my  thinking  in  the  understanding  has  given  me  all  the  separate 
phenomena  to  be  connected  in  one  thing;  but  such  a  judgment^  that 
the  one  thing — ice — contained  in  itself  all  these  phenomena  as  its 
qualities,  and  which  is  essential  to  a  proper  experience  of  such  quali- 
ties, could  not  be  attained  except  I  had  first  assumed  this  notion  of  a 
common  ground,  through  whidi  to  make  my  discursus  in  thinking 
the  phenomena  respectively  to  inhere  in  it.  So  in  the  same  manner 
I  may  perceive  the  phenomena  of  a  liquidness,  limpidness,  fluidity, 
Arc,  and  by  a  supplied  notional,  as  ground,  I  may  connect  them  as 
the  properties  of  one  thmg,  and  call  it  water:  and  then  again,  I 
may  perceive  the  phenomena  of  volatility,  expansibility,  elasticity, 
Ac,  and  connect  them  in  a  common  ground  in  the  understanding 
and  call  it  vapor ;  and  as  the  result,  I  shall  have  the  three  things 
with  their  respective  qualities,  as  ice,  water,  and  vapor.  Neither  of 
these  things  could  have  been  given  in  an  experience,  but  only  the  dia- 
tinct  phenomena  in  perception,  except  as  the  undentanding  had  sup- 
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pHed  their  hoIioqaI  oonneodroB,  and  thosgfat  them  in  a  jndgmeBt 
discursively  thereby. 

^  But  still  further,  with  these  three  things  distinct  in  a  jodgmeiit  of 
experience,  I  may  proceed  in  the  understanding  and  supply  a  higher 
notional  connexion  as  common  source  for  them  all,  and  think  these 
three  things  to  hare  successively  come  out  of  one  and  the  same  mate- 
rial  substance,  which  has  now  been  ice^  and  now  water,  and  now  vapor^ 
and  thus  on  through  all  possible  changes.  But  it  is  manifest  thai 
no  soch  connexion  in  this  comprehensive  judgment  of  an  experience 
eouM  have  been  effected,  except  at  first  this  higher  notional,  aa  com* 
mon  source,  had  been  supplied  in  the  troderstanding.  And  thus 
ever,  in  all  our  judgments  of  experience,  whether  more  or  less  com- 
prehensive, the  experience  does  not  give  the  connexion,  but  the  con- 
nexion produces  the  judgment  of  experience,  and  this  rests  wholly 
upon  a  supplied  notional  in  the  understanding.  No  possible  think- 
ing in  discursive  judgment  can  be  effected,  and  thus  no  experience 
can  be  except  through  the  use  of  a  notion  supplied  in  the  under- 
standing. The  judgment  cannot  be  in  the  sense ;  for  the  sense  can- 
not supply  the  notional,  nor  make  the  discursive  connexion  throng 
it :  but  the  judgment  is  according  to  the  sense,  for  it  must  be  the 
connexion  of  only  such  phenomena  as  are  |^ven  in  the  sense.  We 
may  thus  say  of  the  understanding,  that  it  is  a  higher  fiM^ulty  than 
the  sense,  but  though  transcending  the  sense,  it  yet  is  a  faculty  of 
judging  according  to  the  sense.  It  connects  only  what  is  first  given 
in  the  sense." — Pp.  888-^40. 

He  thus  maintaitts,  that  the  mind  has  no  knowledge 
either  through  the  senses  or  the  understanding  of  anything 
beyond  the  mere  qualities  or  phenomena  that  appear  in  the 
sense  and  exist  exclusively,  according  to  him,  in  the  perci- 
pient; and  holds  that  external  substances  in  which  those 
qualities  are  thought  to  subsist,  are  mere  conceptional  exist- 
ences that  have  no  being  out  of  the  understanding,  whose 
special  function  it  is,  he  asserts,  to  generate  notions  of  themi 
and  ascribe  to  them  their  respective  qualities ;  and  as  the 
being  of  the  substances  is  a  mere  notion,  so  the  subsistence 
in  them  of  qualities  that  are  referred  to  them  is^  he  repre- 
sents, a  judgment  or  thought  of  the  undeistanding,  not  aa 
ascertained  fact.  There  are  in  reality,  he  holds,  no  known 
substances  in  which  qualities  subsist;  there  is  no  known  <Mr 
knowable  exterior  universe.  All  that  lies  within  the  sc(^ 
of  our  perception  is  mere  phenomenon  that  takes  plaoo 
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wiihin  oatselres.    And  he  aocordinglj  makes  it  the  object 
of  his  investigation  of  the  functions  of  the  understanding, 
firsti  to  show  how  it  may  conceive  of  a  subistance  or  sub- 
stances to  which  all  the  qualities  known  to  the  senses  may 
be  referred,  and  which  may  be  thought  as  the  sources  from 
which  all  phenomena  emanate,  and  next  to  determine  by  an 
d  priori  process,  what  the  idea  and  law  of  such  notional  sub- 
stances must  be,  and  at  length  show  that  they  are  in  har- 
mony with  our  experience,  or  explain  the  actual  appearances 
of  the  universe.    And  the  notion  which  he  conceives  for  the 
purpose  is,  that  of  space-filling  substances  that  possess  all 
the  powers  that  are  requisite  for  producing  all  the  species 
of  phenomena  in  their  places  and  periods  throughout  the 
realms  of  space  and  time,  and  cause  them  to  take  place  in 
the  sense:  that  is,  a  conception  of  ike  exUtenoe  of  external  suJlh 
stances  of  precisely  such  natures  and  qualities  as  those  which  in 
fact  maJce  up  the  sensible  universe^  and  are  the  objects  of  out 
sense-perceptions,  butofthe  actual  existence  and  agency  of  which^ 
he  denies  that  we  have,  or  can  have  any  hwwledgel 

The  question  now  is,  whether  this  view  of  the  under- 
standing and  its  functions  is  correct  or  not  We  maintain 
that,  like  his  notion  of  substances,  it  is  a  mere  conception. 

1.  If  the  mind  have  a  feiculty  that  fills  such  a  peculiar 
sphere,  Dr.  H.  should  have  verified  its  existence.  He 
criBfers,  however,  not  a  solitary  proof  of  its  reality.  He 
assumes  its  being,  and  though  ascribing  to  it  functions  of 
which  no  one  is  conscious,  takes  it  for  granted  that  it  will 
be  recognised  as  a  genuine  and  commanding  fSstculty  of  the 
mind,  as  indubitably  as  the  organs  of  sense  are  parts  of  the 
body.  He  has  assumed  its  existence  and  powers  from  Eant^ 
without  inquiring  whether  such  a  faculty  bebngs  to  our 
nature  or  not  That  he  drew  his  theory  wholly  from  him, 
is  seen  from  the  following  passages  of  Kant's  Oritic  of  Pure 
Season. 

^Our  cognition  springs  from  two  fondamental  sources  of  the 
mmd,  the  fitit  of  which  is  to  receive  represenUtions  (the  receptiyity 
of  the  imprasions)  [on  the  senaeB];  the  seoond,  the  Acuity  hy 
means  of  those  representations,  of  cognishig  an  olqect  (spontaneity 
of  the  oonceptioDs).  Through  the  former,  an  object  is  giren  to  us. 
By  the  tecondi  this  (otgect)  is  iho^kt  in  relatkiDdiip  with  sttcb 
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representation  (as  mere  detennination  of  the  mind).  [That  is,  Ae 
relatioDship  in  which  the  object  is  thought  as  standing  to  the  r^re- 
sentative  in  the  senses,  is  determined  by  the  mind  itself^  not  bj  the 
nature  of  the  object,  and  the  apprehension  of  it  through  the  senses.] 
Intuition  and  conceptions  form,  therefore,  the  elements  <^  all  our 
cognition  :  so  that  neither  conceptions  without  an  intuition  in  mmM 
way  corresponding  to  them,  nor  intuidon  without  conceptions,  could 
produce  cognition. 

"  If  we  will  term  the  receptivity  of  our  mind  for  receiving  repre- 
sentations, so  far  as  it  is  in  some  way  affected,  sensibility  ;  so  is  on 
the  other  hand  the  faculty  itself  of  bringing  forth  representations,  or 
the  spontaneity  of  the  cognition,  the  understanding.  Our  nature 
has  for  its  property,  that  the  intuition  can  never  be  other  than 
sensible,  that  is,  it  contains  only  the  mode  in  which  we  are  affected 
by  objects.  On  the  contrary,  the  faculty  of  thinking  the  object  of 
sensible  intuition  is  the  understanding.  Neither  of  these  properties 
is  to  be  prrferred  to  the  other." — Pp.  66,  67. 
«  ^  There  is,  besides  intuition,  no  other  mode  of  cognising,  except  by 
conceptions ;  consequently,  the  cognition  of  every  understanding,  at 
least  every  human  one,  is  a  cognition  by  means  of  conceptions^  not 
intuitive,  but  discursive.  All  intmtions  as  sensible  repose  upon 
affections,  and  conceptions,  therefore,  upon  functions.  But  I  under- 
stand under  functions,  the  unity  of  action  so  as  to  order  different 
representations  under  a  common  one.  Conceptions,  therefore,  are 
based  upon  the  spontaneity  of  thought,  as  sensible  intuitions  are 
upon  the  receptivity  of  impressions.  [That  is,  conceptions  are 
generated  solely  by  the  tmderstanding,  precisely  as  according  to  him, 
the  phenomena  of  sight,  touch,  <l;c.,  are'^by  the  senses.  That  each 
class  are  what  they  are,  is  owing  solely  to  the  faculty  in  which  they 
take  place,  not  to  the  objects  which  apparently  excite  them,  and  which 
they  seem  to  respect]  Now  the  understanding  can  make  no  other 
use  of  these  conceptions,  except  that  it  judges  by  means  of  them. 
As  no  representation  refers  immediately  to  the  otgect,  but  to  the 
intuition  only,  so  a  conception  never  refers  immediately  to  an  object, 
but  to  some  other  representation  of  this,  whether  it  {the  representa- 
tion) is  intuition,  or  even  already  conception.  Judgment  is,  there- 
fore, the  mediate  cognition  of  an  object ;  consequently,  the  represen- 
jtation  of  a  representation  of  it" — Pp.  70,  71. 

^  But  there  are  two  conditions  under  which  only  the  cognition  of 
an  object  is  possible ;  first,  intuition,  whereby  this  object  is  given, 
but  only  as  phenomenon;  secondly,  the  conception  whereby  an 
object  is  thought  which  answers  to  this  intuition.  Buti  it  is  clear 
from  what  has  preceded,  that  the  previous  condition,  namely,  that 
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wider  which  alone  objects  can  be  envisagedy  in  fact  Hes  in  the  mmd 
dpriorij  as  a  foundation  of  these  objects  in  respect  of  the  form.  With 
this  formal  condition  of  sensibility,  all  phenomena  therefore  neces- 
sarily coincide,  since  they  only  appear  by  means  of  it ;  that  is,  can 
only  be  empirically  envisaged  and  given.  Now  the  question  is, 
whether  also  conceptions  h  priori  do  not  precede  as  conditions,  under 
which  alone  somethinffy  although  not  perceived,  still  is  thought  an 
object  in  general :  for  then  all  empirical  cognition  of  objects  is  neces- 
sarily conformable  with  such  conception,  because,  without  the  presup- 
position of  them,  nothing  is  possible  as  object  of  experience.  [In  other 
words,  let  it  be  assumed  that  the  understanding,  by  virtue  of  its 
powers  and  law  of  agency,  determines  what  the  mind's  conceptions 
shall  be  of  the  objects  that  seem  to  the  senses  to  be  external ;  pre- 
cisely as  it  would  if  its  conceptions  of  substances  were  not  preceded 
by,  nor  associated  with  any  perceptions  through  the  senses;  and 
then  it  will  follow  that  the  objects  of  the  senses — no  matter  what 
they  are,  nor  whether  they  have  existence  or  not — ^will  be  thought  to 
be  what  the  understanding  makes  them.  That  they  are  judged  to 
be  what  they  are,  will  be  owing  solely  to  the  understanding  as  pure 
creations  of  that  faculty ;  not  to  the  nature  or  reality  of  any  external 
objects  which  they  seem  to  respect,  nor  to  the  nature  of  the  repre- 
sentations of  them  that  are  presented  by  the  senses.]  But  now  all 
experience  besides  the  intuition  of  the  senses  whereby  something  is 
given,  also  contains  a  conception  of  an  object,  which  is  given  in  the 
intuiUon,  or  appears.  Therefore  conceptions  of  objects  in  general 
will  be  as  conditioos  d  priori  at  the  foundation  of  all  cognition  of 
experience.  The  objective  validity  of  the  categories  as  conc^ 
tions  a  priori,  will  consequently  repose  on  this: — that  through 
them  alone  experience,  in  respect  to  the  form  of  thought,  is  possible. 
For  they  then  refer  necessarily  and  d  priori  to  objects  of  experience, 
since  only  by  means  thereof  generally  can  an  object  of  experience  be 
thought." 

^  The  transcendental  deduction  of  all  conceptions  d  priori  has 
therefore  a  principle  to  which  the  whole  inquiry  must  be  directed, 
namely,  this,  that  these  must  be  acknowledged  as  conditions  k  priori 
of  the  possibility  of  experience  (whether  it  be  of  the  intuition  which 
is  met  with  therein,  or  of  thought).  Conceptions*  which  furnish  the 
objective  ground  of  the  possibility  of  taeperitncs,  are  just  on  this  ac* 
count  necessary.  But  the  development  of  the  experience  wherein 
they  are  found  is  not  their  deduction  (but  illustration),  inasmuch  a^ 
thereby  they  would  still  only  be  contingent  Without  this  original 
relationship  to  possible  experience,  in  which  all  objects  of  oognitioB 
present  themselves,  the  relationship  of  &e  same  to  any  objects  could 
not  at  all  be  comprehended." — Critic  of  Season^  pp.  95-97. 
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Oar  conceptions  of  external  objects  are,  thus,  according 
to  him,  determined — ^not  at  all  by  the  objects  themselves,  nor 
by  our  perceptions  of  them  by  sight,  touch,  or  other  senses 
— ^bttt  solely  by  the  understanding,— precisely  as  the  stamp 
on  a  coin  depends  on  the  die,  not  on  the  metal  of  which  it 
consists ;  and  as  the  words  on  a  page  depend  on  the  types  or 
plate  from  which  it  is  printed,  not  on  the  metal  of  which  the 
types  consist,  the  ink,  or  the  paper;  so  that  identically  the 
conceptions  we  now  have  would  continue  to  arise  in  the  un- 
derstanding, were  any  possible  or  conceivable  change  to  take 
place,  either  in  the  objects  that  act  on  us,  the  mode  of  their 
agency,  or  the  efiEects  produced  by  them  on  our  senses.  And 
it  was  thus  to  make  Uie  mind  the  mould  to  which  all  con- 
ceptions owe  their  form,  instead  of  owing  them  to  the 
objects  which  they  respect,  that  he  denied  that  we  have  any 
perception  of  external  objects  through  the  senses ;  and  in- 
vested  the  understanding  with  the  function  of  giving  them 
their  form,  or  representing  them  by  arbitraiy  conceptions. 
Thus  he  says  :*- 

'^  Up  to  the  present  time  it  has  been  received,  that  all  our  cognition 
must  regulate  itself  according  to  the  oljecU;  yet  all  attempts  to 
maice  out  somethiDg  a  priori  by  means  of  conceptions  respecting  sudi 
whereby  our  cognitioas  would  be  extended,  have  proved  under  this 
supposition  abortive.  Let  It  be  once,  therefore,  tried  whether  we  do 
not  succeed  better  in  the  problems  of  metaphysics,  when  we  admit 
that  the  objects  must  regulate  themselves  according  to  out  cognition — 
which  thus  accords  already  better  with  the  desired  possibility  of  their 
cognition  d  priori^  which  is  to  decide  something  with  re^)ect  to 
objects  before  they  are  given  to  us.  The  circumstances  in  this  case 
are  precisely  the  same  as  with  the  first  thoughts  of  Copernicus,  who, 
since  he  did  not  make  any  way  in  the  explanation  of  the  moUons  of  the 
heavenly  bodies,  when  he  supposed  &e  whole  firmament  turned  round 
the  spectator,  sought  whether  it  might  not  answer  better  if  he  left  the 
q>ectator  htmself  to  turn,  and  the  stars  on  the  cbntrary  at  rest.  Now, 
in  metaphysics,  as  to  what  concerns  the  inttdtion  of  objects^ -19^  may 
try  in  the  same  way.  If  die  intuition  must  regulate  itself  according 
to  the  property  ^  theobfectSy  I  do  not  see  how  one  can  know  any- 
thing with  regard  to  \td  priori  /^  but  if  the  object  regulates  itse^  (as 
objeet  of  the  senses),  according  to  the  property  of  ont/hculty  of^ 
tuiHon^  I  can  .vety  wdl  represent  to  myself  tiiis  possibility.  But  since 
t  ewmot  remain  stationary  with  these  intidtibns,  if  they  are  to  become 
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cogDitionfl,  bat  mmt  refer  them  ae  rapreMnUtioiu  lo  Bome  thing  ae 
object^  and  determine  this  object  bj  means  of  them,  I  can  admit 
that  ihe  coftceptkmi  whereby  I  bring  about  this  determination  either 
regulate  theroseives  according  to  the  object^-vad  then  I  am  again  in 
the  same  difficulty  respecting  the  mode,  as  I  can  d  priori  thereof 
know  nothing— or  I  admit  that  the  ohjects^  or  what  is  the  same 
thing,  experience,  in  which  alone  as  given  objects  thej  are  known, 
regulates  itself  according  to  these  conceptions ;  and  I  thus  see  im- 
mediately an  easy  escape,  because  experience  itself  is  a  mode  of  cog> 
nition  which  requires  understanding^  the  rule  of  which  I  must  sup- 
pose m  myself  before  objects  are  yet  given  to  me — consequently 
h  priori,  which  Tule'is  expressed  in  cognitions  d  priori,  and  according 
to  whidi  cognitions  therefore  all  objects  of  experience  must  neces- 
sarily regulate  themselves  and  coincide  therewith.**— 'iTon^^  Pi^face, 
I^xv.  xvL 

The  reason  Kant  gives  for  exhibiting  the  understanding 
as  giving  fonn  to  the  objects  of  the  senses  by  its  concep- 
tions, instead  of  its  conceptione  receiving  their  form  from 
those  objects,  thus  is,  that  the  law  of  the  understanding  in 
its  conceptions  and  judgments  naaj  be  determined  d  priori. 
Whether  the  understanding  or  sense  are  in  &ct  such  Acuities 
as  he  r^resents  them,  he  does  not  inquire;  but  assumes 
and  proceeds  ou  it  as  though  it  needed  no  demonstration. 
In  like  manner.  Dr.  H.,  who  draws  his  theory  of  the  under- 
standing wholly  from  Elant,  enter^nto  no  inquisition  of  the 
legitimacy  of  his  theory.  He  assumes  it  as  though  it  were 
universally  known,  and  could  no  more  be  questioned  than 
the  &ct  that  we  have  senses  and  intelligence.  It  is  not 
a  good  omen,  however,  that  the  foundation  on  which  their 
whole  system  rests,  should  be  left  without  verification.  A 
theory  that  casts  its  shadow  thus  over  the  whole  domain  of 
metaphysics  and  theology,  should  not  be  gratuitously 
assumed.  If  able,  why  did  they  not  demonstrate  the  exist- 
ence of  this  extraordinary  £Etculty  ?  Not  a  consideration, 
however,  is  offered  by  them  to  prove  its  being,  or  verify  its 
powers.  If  the  reader  acoepts  it  as  a  fact^  it  must  be  solely 
on  tiieir  mere  assumption  and  representation. 

2.  K  we  are  possessed  of  such  a  power  it  should  be  easy 
to  verify  its  existence.  It  should  be  as  easily  distinguish* 
able  &om  the  otb^^  powers  of  the  intellect  as  memory,  ima^ 
nation,  or  reason  is,  and  its  peculiar  junctions  as  well  known. 
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to  coDsoiousneas.  No  one,  however,  is  conscious  of  a  fieumlty 
whose  office  it  is  to  form  conceptions  of  external  substances, 
of  which  he  has  no  knowledge,  for  the  purpose  of  referring 
to  them  as  their  ground,  the  phenomena  of  the  senses,  which 
otherwise  would,  to  the  mind,  have  no  substratum  or  object. 
No  one  ever,  except  in  a  process  of  abstraction,  conceives  of 
phenomena  as  existing  irrespective  of  a  substance  by  which 
thej  are  caused,  and  of  which  they  are  predicable.  No 
geologist,  chemist,  zoologist^  or  other  student  of  nature,  on 
finding  a  new  form  of  matter,  organized  or  unorganized, 
announces  that  he  has  merely  discovered  a  new  group  of 
phenomena  or  qualities,  which  he  has  not  yet  referred  to  a 
substance,  as  their  ground;  and  that  he  postpones  that  task 
to  a  future  opportunity,  when  he  designs  to  conceive  by  his 
understanding  of  an  unknown  something,  in  which  he  may 
regard  them  as  inhering.  Were  the  understanding,  however, 
such  a  faculty  as  Kant  and  Dr.  H.  represent,  that  process 
would  be  as  familiar  to  every  one's  consciousness  as  any 
other  that  has  its  ground  in  our  nature.  Their  definition  of 
the  faculty  and  its  functions  presents  as  absolute  an  i  priori 
certainty  that  if  it  be  just,  the  phenomena  or  qualities  that 
appear  in  the  senses  must  first  be  contemplated  by  the  intel- 
lect as  existing  without  a  substratum,  and  that  the  concep- 
tion by  the  understanding  of  an  unknown, substance  to 
which  they  belong  must  be  a  subsequent  act ;  as  the  defini- 
tion of  memory,  as  the  reproduction  in  the  intellect  of  a 
thought  or  apprehension  that  has  before  exbted  there,  with 
a  consciousness  of  that  prior  existence,  forms  an  i  priori  cer^ 
tainty  that  a  prior  existence  in  the  mind  of  a  thought,  feel- 
ing, or  volition,  is  a  necessary  condition  of  its  being  remem- 
bered. The  very  object  of  the  mind,  they  represent,  in 
forming  a  conception  of  an  unknown  external  substratum  to 
which  it  may  refer  the  qualities  perceived  through  the 
senses,  is  to  satisfy  its  feeling  of  the  want  of  an  external 
subsistence  to  which  it  may  refer  those  qualities  as  their 
ground  and  cause,  and  thereby  form  an  intelligent  and  con- 
sistent scheme  of  the  system  of  nature :  and  that  supposes 
that  the  qualities  perceived  by  the  senses  are  originally  con- 
templated irrespective  of  any  object  to  which  they  belon^^ 
and  without  a  substratum.  Why  else  should  the  under- 
standing feel  the  necessity  of  furnishing  a  conception  of 
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8uob  a  sabstratum  in  order  to  an  intelligible  apprebension 
of  them.  How  happens  it  then,  if  the  understanding  is  such 
a  &cultj  as  they  describe  it  to  be,  that  no  one  is  conscious 
of  thus  uniformly  viewing  qualities  irrespective  of  any 
object  to  which  they  belong,  before  conceiving  of  the  object 
to  which  he  finally  refers  them? 

8.  But  he  wholly  misrepresents  the  mind  in  exhibiting  it 
as  forming  its  conception  of  an  external  substance  as  the 
ground  and  cause  of  the  qualities  beheld  by  the  sense,  sub- 
sequently to  the  perception  of  those  qualities  themselves, 
and  by  a  separate  and  independent  act.  So  far  from  pass* 
ing  through  such  a  double  process,  its«apprehension  of  the 
external  objects  to  which  the  qualities  belong  that  are  per* 
oeived  by  the  senses,  is  involved  in,  and  in  fact  identical 
with,  its  perception  of  the  qualities  themselves.  There  is  a 
direct  and  absolute  perception  of  the  object  in  the  percep- 
tion of  the  qualities,  and  the  two  neither  ever  are  nor  can  be 
separated  from  each  other  except  by  analysis.  As  we  look 
upon  a  stately  tree  that  towers  before  us  into  the  sky,  and 
spreads  its  limbs  on  every  hand,  it  is  an  exterior  existence 
that  we  see,  not  a  mere  phenomenon  within  the  mind, — an 
external  substance,  that  on  examination  we  find  has  not 
merely  extension,  figure,  color,  and  motion,  but  solidity, 
roughness,  roundness,  weight,  flexibleness,  organization, 
life,  growth,  and  a  substance  that  intercepts  the  rays  of  the 
sun,  causes  the  wind  to  murmur,  loses  its  leaves  in  autumn, 
and  is  capable  of  being  separated  into  parts,  wrought  into  a 
thousand  shapes,  expanded  by  heat,  contracted  by  cold,  and 
resolved  into  a  variety  of  elements  by  fire;  not  a  mere 
assemblage  of  such  phenomena  in  the  mind.  It  is  absurd 
to  talk  of  solidity,  roughness,  fiexibleness,  roundness, 
weight,  extension,  figure,  and  color,  in  the  mind.  We 
cannot  even  conceive  of  them  as  existing  there.  They  are 
qualities  only  of  exterior  material  existences  wMch  act  on 
our  senses,  and  produce  our  perception  of  them.  Our  per- 
ception, accordingly,  is  a  perception  of  that  material  external 
existence  which  thus  acts  on  our  senses.  That  is  the  form 
which  our  perceptive  act  has  to  our  consciousness :  and  it  is 
the  only  form  which  it  can  assume.  Ko  law  of  our  nature 
is  more  absolute,  nor  more  perfectly  determined*  No  theory 
or  scepticism  can  ever  drive  our  nature  into  any  other 
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apprehension  of  the  reality.  None  of  the  specolatists  who 
have  affected  to  question  this  fact,  hare  ever  been  able  for 
a  moment  to  act  on  the  supposition  that  the  objects  discerned 
through  the  senses  have  not  a  real  exterior  existenoe,  are 
not  actually  discerned  by  them,  and  are  not  truly  such 
material  subsistences  as  they  apprehend  them  to  be.  And 
the  reason  that  they  perceive  them  as  external  to  themselves 
is,  that  they  are  actually  external*  The  reason  that  they 
perceive  their  figure,  that  is  the  limits  within  which  th^ 
are  drcumscribed,  is  that  they  are  actually  bounded  by 
those  limits.  The  reason  that  they  are  felt  to  be  rough, 
smooth,  heavy,  flexible,  or  otherwise,  is  that  they  are 
actually  what  they  are  felt  to  be.  And  the  reason  that  they 
have  the  color  with  which  they  are  invested,  is  that  they 
have  the  power  of  reflecting  the  light  that  is  radiated  on  liiem 
from  the  sun,  or  other  light-giving  body,  which  forms  that 
appearance  to  the  eye.  As  the  figure  of  a  tree  is  nothing 
but  the  boundary  of  the  space  within  which  the  tree  is  oir* 
cumscribed,  the  perception  of  the  figure  is  the  perception  of 
the  boundary  of  the  tree  itself  not  of  the  boundary  of  a 
nonentity.  And  as  it  could  not  be  perceived  nor  exist  with- 
out the  tree,  so  it  cannot  be  perceived  without  a  perception 
of  the  tree.  So  fer  from  our  ferming  a  conception  of  exter- 
nal objects,  after  we  have  discovered  their  qualities,  and  by 
a  different  and  independent  act,  our  discovery  of  many  of 
the  qualities  usually  follows  the  perception  of  the  objects  as 
external  existences.  Our  mere  sight  of  a  tree  is  a  percep- 
tion of  it  as  a  veritable  external  existence :  though  it  may 
not  be  till  long  aflier,  that  we  learn  what  its  peculiar  quali- 
ties are  compared  with  other  external  objects.  A  chemist 
who  merely  catches  a  glimpse  of  a  new  mineraT  body,  is  as 
certain  that  he  sees  an  external  material  existence,  though 
he  knows  nothing  of  its  peculiar  structure,  weighty  solidity, 
solubleneSB,  expansiveness,  and  many  other  properties,  as  he 
is  when  he  has  explored  its  nature  by  all  the  tests  which 
his  science  enables  him  to  apply  to  it ;  and  because  in  the 
glimpse  he  catches  of  its  figure  and  color,  he  perceives  that 
it  is  an  external  material  substance ;  inasmuch  as  figure  aad 
color  cannot  exist  of  themselves  independently  of  any 
ground;  and  there  is  no  substratum  of  them  except  a 
material  substance.    The  mysUfloation  in  whidh  the  subjed 
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has  been  involved  by  writers,  haB  aritenfrom  a  tacit  assump* 
tion,  that  if  an  external  object  could  really  be  seen  by  the 
eye,  it  would  produce  a  different  effect  on  the  organ  from 
what  it  now  does,  and  that  if  it  could  be  really  felt,  it 
would  affect  the  touch  in  a  different  manner.  But  that  ifl 
altogether  mistaken.  It  is  because  the  tree  at  which  we 
look  is  truly  seen  by  us,  and  not  anything  else,  that  it 
appears  as  it  does ;  and  it  is  because  it  produces  the  effect  it 
does  oil  the  eye,  that  it  is  seen.  If  it  did  not  affect  the  eye' 
as  it  does,  it  tvonld  not  be  seen ;  and  if  it  were  not  really 
seen,  the  sight  of  it  would  not  have  the  form  to  our  con- 
sciousness which  it  now  has,  of  a  positive  perception  of  it» 
Dr.  H.,  following  in  the  steps  of  Kant,  has  thus  given  a 
wholly  mistaken  view  of  the  nature  and  mode  of  our  appre- 
hension  of  the  objects  which  we  perc^ve  by  the  senses. 

4.  Neither  Eant,  nor  Dr.  Hickok,  furnishes  any  explana- 
tion of  the  fact  that,  to  our  apprehension,  the  objects  per- 
ceived by  the  senses  have  a  real  existence  external  to 
ourselves,  nor  is  it  possible,  on  their  theory,  to  account  for 
it  If  the  objects  we  perceive,  truly  exist  without  us,  are 
beheld  by  us,  and  are  what  they  appear  to  us  to  be,  then 
our  apprehension  of  them  as  such  external  objects  is  caii^ed 
by  these  fiicts,  and  is  explained ;  but  if  they  ar6  not  pet* 
ceived  by  us,  and  have  no  external  existence,  if  they  are 
mere  phenomena  within  the  mind  itself,  produced  by  our 
Bekculties  or  by  some  unknown  cause,  then  that  apprehension 
is  in  total  contradiction  to  fact,  and  is  incapable  ci  explana- 
tion. Why  should  they  naturally  and  unavoidably  have 
the  appearance  to  us  of  external  subsistences  that  act  on  our 
senses  and  cause  our  perception  of  them,  if  they  have  no 
such  external:  existence,  and  exert  no  such  agency  on  us ; 
if  no  ground  exists  either  in  them  or  in  ourselves,  for  our 
apprehensions  of  ihem  as  exterior  objects  that  exist  indepen- 
dently (^  us  ?  The  supposition  that  they  are  mere  internal 
phenomena  is  the  grossest  contradiction  to  our  laws  of 
thought;  as  it  is  in  fact  a  supposition  that  our  apprehension 
of  them  as  external  subsistences  is  an  effect  without  a  cause. 

6.  If  the  understanding  is  such  a  faculty  as  Kant  repre- 
sents, and^  it  generates,  in  the  mode  he  describes,  our  con- 
ceptions of  the  subsistences  to  which  it  refers  the  qualities 
peicdved  by  the  aenses,  it  is  inexplicable  that  it  should 
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conceive  of  those  subsistences  as  exterior  to  itself  and  as 
causes  that  act  on  the  organs  of  sense  and  produce  their 
phenomena.  Why,  if  the  whole  ground  of  their  existence 
and  nature  lies  in  the  mind  itself  should  the  mind  be  borne 
by  a  resistless  instinct  and  necessity  to  conceive  of  them  as 
produced  by  external  causes,  of  the  nature  and  being  of 
•which  it  has  no  knowledge  nor  probability  ?  How  can  it 
be  that  such  a  false  notion  should  take  possession  of  it,  and 
be  the  unavoidable  and  imperative  law  of  its  nature,  instead 
of  the  consciousness,  which  would  still  inevitably  reign  in  it^ 
that  its  own  nature  was  the  sole  cause  of  the  phenomena  of 
the  senses,  and  that  the  objects  to  which  it  ascribes  an 
external  and  independent  existence,  have  no  being  but  in  its 
own  apprehensions  ?  If  Slant's  theory  of  the  understanding 
were  true,  it  would  be  altogether  unnatural,  and  in  contra- 
diction to  what  would  be  its  clear  consciousness,  that  it 
should  attempt  to  account  for  the  phenomena  of  the  senses 
by  the  conception  of  an  external  universe  of  material 
causes. 

The  faculty  to  which  he  assigns  such  extraordinary  func- 
tions, is  thus  altogether  fabulous.  There  are  no  evidences 
of  its  existence.  It  is  not  known  to  consciousness.  Instead 
of  furnishing  any  explanation  of  our  apprehensions  of  exter- 
nal objects,  it  contradicts  them,  and  would  make  them 
wholly  impossible.  It  was  arbitrarily  got  up  by  Kant,  to 
supply  the  oi&oe  in  a  measure,  which  he  falsely  denied  to 
the  intellect  through  the  senses,  of  a  direct  perception  of  ex- 
ternal objects.  As  the  objects  of  the  senses  are  unavoidably 
regarded  as  external,  as  having  a  real  existence,  and  as 
actually  perceived  by  us^  if  they  are  not  such,  but  are,  as 
Kant  held,  mere  creations  of  the  mind  itself  and  have  no 
existence  but  within,  then  some  faculty  is  necessary  for 
generating  them ;  and  the  understanding,  accordingly,  was 
invented  by  him,  and  invested  with  its  peculiar  functions  for 
that  purpose.  Dr.  Hickok  has  adopted  it  from  him,  ap- 
parently without  inquiry  whether  it  is  in  &pt  an  element  of 
our  nature,  or  a  suspicion  of  the  difficulties  with  which  the 
supposition  of  its  existence  is  embarrassed. 

With  this  fictitious  faculty,  therefore,  that  part  of  his 
Psychology  which  is  founded  on  it  &lls  to  the  ground.  It 
is,  in  truth,  a  mere  theory  of  idealism,  and  contradicts  his 
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seeming  admission  of  tbe  reality  of  tbe  external  uniyerBe,  as 
well  as  our  nature. 

He  fails,  accordingly,  in  the  ontological  demonstration — 
with  which  he  closes  his  psychology  of  the  understanding — 
of  "  the  valid  being  of  an  outer  law  of  things  as  universal 
nature."  For  all  that  he  alleges  as  proof  of  the  validity  of 
that  outer  law,  is  the  difference  of  the  mind's  apprehensions 
of  objects  that  are  presented  to  the  senses  and  judgments 
respecting  them,  from  its  apprehension  of  mere  ideal  objects 
and  judgments  respecting  Uiem.    He  says : — 

"  Let  it  be  admitted  that  an  iDtellectoal  foroe  truly  exists  with  an 
inherent  law  of  operation  or  function  of  our  understanding;  such  un- 
derstanding in  actual  being  can  by  no  means  produce  phenomena 
connected  in  their  notional  law,  or  determined  in  space  and  timSi 
and  thus  give  an  experience  of  universal  nature. 

"  If  such  understanding  may  have  a  conception  of  the  varied 
phenomena  of  sense,  and  may  think  them  in  connexion  according  to 
its  conditional  law  for  all  discursive  judgment ;  yet  this  could  only  he 
subjective,  and  a  mere  semblance  of  a  nature  of  things.  The  manner 
of  thinking  would  be  conditioned  by  the  inherent  law  of  the  under- 
standing, but  (iuch  ideal  world  of  nature  might  have  any  plaee^  and 
occupy  any  period^  and  its  phenomena  might  be  of  any  variety^ 
according  to  any  arbitrary  scheme  of  tbe  reproductive  imagination. 
A  real  objective  nature  of  things  conditions  the  thinking,  not  merely 
in  the  manner  of  connexion,  but  in  its  place  and  period,  and  its 
particularity  of  phenomena  and  occurrence  of  events.  No  poedble 
ideal  system  <^  nature  can  attain  for  itself  those  universally  con- 
ditioned connexion^  of*  things  which  belong  to  a  veritable  universe, 
and  which  fix  it  in  its  own  space  and  time,  and  all  its  single  facts  in 
their  own  places  and  periods.'' — Pp.  527,  528. 

This,  however,  in  the  first  place,  is  no  proof  to  an  idealist 
of  the  reality  of  an  outer  universe ;  iuasmuch  as  though  he 
denies  the  existence  of  such  a  universe,  he  yet  admits  that 
there  is  such  a  difference  as  that  of  which  we  are  conscious, 
between  the  mind's  apprehensions  of  the  objects  that  are 
presented  to  it  through  the  senses,  and  which  it  instinctively 
regards  as  existing  externally,  and  its  apprehensions  of  mere 
ideal  objects,  and  judgments  respecting  them. 

But,  in  the  next  place.  Dr.  Hickok  here,  in  effect, 
renounces  the  identical  theory  ^f  the  understanding  which 
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he  presents  in  his  definitions,  and  on  which  he  has  proceeded 
through  the  whole  of  his  discussion  on  the  subject,  and 
declares  that  oar  apprehensions  of  external  objects,  and  laws 
of  thought  in  regard  to  tiiem,  cannot  have  tiieir  origin  in 
such  a  fEumltj.  For  he  has  taught,  on  the  one  side,  that 
the  senses  take  no  cognisance  of  external  existences ;  that 
the  intelleot  has  no  perception  through  them  of  an  exterior 
world ;  and  that  nothing  appean  in  thdr  sphere  except 
mere  phenomena  that  have  their  ground  exclusively  in  the 
percipient,  and  exist  only  to  him.  And,  on  the  other  mde, 
he  maintains  that  the  understanding  deals  with  what 
appears  in  the  senses  simply  as  such  phenomena,  that  has 
no  counterpart  in  an  outer  world;  that  it  has  no  perception 
through  them  of  exterior  things ;  but  that  instead,  it  con- 
ceives  of  substances  of  whose  existence  and  nature  it 
has  no  knowledge,  as  objects  to  which  it  refers  the  phe- 
nomena of  the  senses;  and  treats  those  unknown  con- 
ceptional  existenpes  as  a  veritable  external  universe,  or 
nature  of  things.  But  this  is  identically  such  an  "ideal 
system  of  nature "  as  he  now  disowns,  and  denounces  as 
unable  to  attain  for  itself  those  universally  conditioned  con- 
nexions which  belong  to  a  veritable  universe,  and  fix  it  in 
its  own  space  and  time,  and  all  its  single  fiicts  in  their  own 
places  and  periods."  Instead  of  verifying  his  theory  of  the 
understandhig  by  these  concessions,  he  thus  confutes  it 

He  next  proceeds  to  that  of  the  Beason,  to  which  he 
assigns  a  wholly  different  sphere.    He  says : — 

•     » 

**  A  higher  light  than  conscionsness  gires  space  and  time,  as  pri- 
mitive intuition  ;  and  from  this  d  priori  position  as  condition  for  all 
sense,  it  is  competent  to  overtee  the  whole  province  of  the  sense,  and 
determine  all  the  conditions  which  make  perception  in  sense  possi- 
ble. ...  In  this  higher  light  <^  the  reason  we  have  ^amined  all  the 
conditions  of  the  sense,  and  determined  how  a  sense  is  posdhle  to  be, 
bj  an  organ  altogether  higher  than  anv  ^ch  ekoae  can  use. 

^  So  ako  the  faculty  of  the  understanding  eoanects  phenomena  in 
thingB,  and  things  in  conclusive  judgments ;  and  thereby  attains  to 
a  knowledge  of  nature  as  a  connected  whole.  .  •  .  But  in  a  h^er 
light  than  anj  judgment  of  the  understanding,  the  pure  notiom  of 
substance,  cause,  and  reciprocal  influence  for  determining  ]^enomena 
in  space  and  time  have  been  attained,  and  thus  all  the  province  of 
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the  understanding  has  been  readily  ovenemy  and  all  the  conditions 
which  make  an  understanding  possible  determined.  The  under- 
standing could  not  bring  within  its  judgments  the  conditions  of  its 
own  judging,  but  the  whole  has  been  brought  within  the  demon- 
strated comprehension  of  a  higher  faculty. 

**  In  the  use  of  reason  we  have  thus  come  to  a  science  of  both  the 
sense  and  the  understanding.  In  the  sense  we  percehe,  in  the 
understanding  we  judge  ;  but  in  the  reason  we  have  overseen  both 
the  process  of  perceiving  and  the  process  of  judging.  The  same 
intellect  in  the  capacity  of  the  sense  envisages^  in  the  capacity  of  the 
understanding  substantiates^  and  in  the  capacity  of  the  reason 
supervises.  The  sense  distinguishes  quality,  and  eot^ns  quantity : 
the  understanding  connects  phenomena;  the  reason  eomprshMdt 
the  whole  operation  c^both," — Pp.  682-584. 

^he  sphere  of  the  reason,  he  holds,  is  the  supersensible, 
or  immaterial  existences. 

"Whatever  is  neither  a  pure  nor  an  enjpirical  object,  neither 
mathematical  figure  nor  phenomenon  of  either  external  or  internal 
sense,  cannot  be  object  in  common  consciousness,  but  must  be 
revealed,  if  known  at  all,  in  the  light  of  a  higher  organ  than  any- 
thing in  the  sense.  This  is  the  Reason  ;  and  concerning  its  cognitions 
we  sometimes  say,  to  express  our  conviction  of  their  differences  from 

any  perception  of  sense,  that  we  have  them  in  our  mind's  eye 

The  functions  of  sense,  and  of  an  understanding  judging  according 
to  sense,  the  animal  as  well  as  the  man  may  possess  and  exercise, 
but  no  animal  can  take  these  operations  and  separate  the  d  priori 
conditions  from  the  products,  and  distinguish  space  a»d  time  from 
the  objects  which  appear  in  them,  and  substance  and  cause  from  the 
qualities  and  events  which  they  connect,  and  thus  overlook  in  a 
higher  light  the  whole  process  of  perceiving  and  of  judging,  and 
^q)ound  the  whole  as  demonstrated  Science. 

"  In  the  sense  we  attained  the  process  for  constructing  phenomena ; 
in  the  understanding  we  likewise  attained  the  process  for  connecting 
phenomena  in  nature :  we  must  now  seek  the  process  for  o<Mnpre- 
hending  universal  nature.  This  demands  that  we  get  for  nature  an 
origin  and  an  end,  and  thus  some  existence  above  nature,  and  reach- 
ing beyond  nature. 

'^  This  d  priori  condition,  for  all  comprehension,  we  will  here  term, 
in  distinction  from  primitive  intuition,  and  also  from  pure  notion, 
ike  pure  Ideal.  What  this  h  priori  conditien  isj  whieh,  when 
attained,  we  shall  term  the  pure  Ideal,  we  may  now  defer  to  a  more 
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finTorable  point  for  consideration,  uid  need  onlj  saj  here,  that  it 
must  be  the  tupernatural.  It  is  essential  that  we  transcend  space  and 
time,  and  also  substance  and  cause,  and  find  a  position  not  merely  d 
priori  to  phenomena,  and  d  priori  to  the  connexion  of  phenomena 
in  things,  but  also  d  priori  to  substance  in  its  causality  through 
which  nature  is  connected.  We  must  be  able  to  stand  intelli- 
gently and  firmly  on  the  iupematural,  and  which  will  be  a  pnre 
Ideal. 

**  The  necessity  of  such  an  d  priori  process  is  seen  in  the  very  pro- 
position to  be  expounded.  That  nature  must  hare  an  author  and  a 
governor,  is  wholly  a  synthetical  proposition.  No  analysis  can  get 
from  nature  this,  that  it  must  have  an  author.  That  nature  must 
have  subetance,  cause,  and  reciprocity  of  influence,  is  analytical,  and 
each  of  these  may  be  taken  from  the  very  condbption  of  nature,  and 
added  as  distinct  predicate  in  an  analytical  judgment,  and  such 
would  be  the  only  author  and  governor  which  an  understandi§g 
could  find  for  nature.  When  put  to  the  task  of  attaining  a  Deity, 
the  understanding  must,  from  the  very  law  of  its  functions,  give  to 
us  some  compound  of  physical  substance  and  cause ;  and  hard  and 
long  has  thus  been  the  labor  to  get  the  conception  of  a  Divinity  bom. 
an  analysis  of  nature,  but  iu  every  result  it  has  been,  as  it  ever  must 
be,  nature  still.  It  is  a  synthesis,  and  not  an  analysis,  that  is 
demanded.  A  god  of  nature  must  be  found  above  and  independent 
of  nature,  and  be  wholly  a  new  conception  to  be  added  to  the  con- 
ception of  nature,  in  the' proposition  that  he  is  nature's  author.  The 
d  priori  process  is  for  the  same  reason  necessary  here,  as  in  the  idea 
of  the  sense,  or  of  the  understanding.  .  .  •  We  must  now  find  in  a 
conception  of  one  whole  of  space  and  of  time  to  be  transcended  and 
comprehended  in  a  pure  ideal,  which  as  wholly  unconditioned  to  the 
form  of  space  and  of  time  may  circumscribe  nature  in  its  own  spaice 
and  time,  and  as  the  maker  of  nature  may  be  the  compose  for  com- 
prehending how  both  nature  and  nature's  space  and  time  may  begin 
together  and  end  together.  Such  a  process  of  comprehending 
nature  will  be  a  complete  attainment  of  the  reason  in  the  idea. 
We  must  then  find  facts  in  colligation  by  a  Law,  which  is  the  corre- 
lative of  this  idea,  and  we  shall  thus  possess  a  science  of  the  Reason. 
An  Ontological  Demonstration  of  the  real  being  of  the  Soul  and  God 
may  then  follow."— Pp.  641-^46. 

The  office  of  the  Season  thus  is,  aocording  to  him,  to 
accpunt  for  the  universe,  which  is  the  object  of  the  senses 
and  the  understanding,  by  the  discovery  and  demonstra- 
tion of  a  supersensual  author  and  governor.    This  auth(»r 
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and   governor  he  denominates  the  Absolute — or  Uncon- 
ditioned. 

^  This  author  of  nature  must  tbns  stand  free  from  all  conditions 
imposed  nb  extra^  even  from  those  of  an  internal  force,  which  as 
aotion  and  reaction  would  demand  that  he  be  a  composite  being. 
His  only  conditions  must  be  such  as  are  self-imposed  in  the  dignity 
of  his  own  transcendent  unity.  It  is  not  thus  an  unconditioned 
which  is  given  in  abstraction — merely  cutting  off  all  occasion  for 
changes  and  successions  above,  and  assuming  a  source  and  cause  for 
all  below — this  the  space-filling  force  and  substance  of  nature  itself 
is.  It  must  be  a  positive j  and  intelligently  affirmed  Unconditioned^ 
whose  only  end  of  action  is  found  by  himself  in  his  own  being.  Such 
alone  can  stand  above  nature,  and  condition  nature,  without  the 
reciprocity  of  a  conditioning  back  upon  himself  from  nature.  As 
thus  positively  unconditioned,  we  give  to  this  conception  of  a  super- 
natural being,  the  high  name,  which  must  be  his  own  prerogative 
and  incommunicable  possession — ^Thb  Absolute. 

^  The  whole  problem  of  the  reason,  therefore,  is  seen  to  be  in  this 
determination  of  the  Absolute."— Pp.  560,  561. 

In  his  attempt  to  solve  this  problem,  however,  as  in  his 
theory  of  sense  and  the  understanding,  he  falls  into  the  most 
extraordinary  and  palpable  errors,  that  subvert  and  confound 
his  whole  system. 

In  the  first  place,  he  builds  his  attempted  solution  of  this 
problem  on  the  assumption  that  the  universe  for  which  aa 
author  and  governor  is  to  be  discovered  and  demonstrated,, 
is  a  real  external*material  universe,  like  that  in  all  respects 
which,  according  to  consciousness,  is  the  object  of  the  senses ; 
and  thence  completely  deserts  therein  the  theory  which  he 
presents  in  his  Psychology  of  the  sense  and  the  understand- 
ing, that  it  is  only  an  ideal  or  conceptional  universe  that 
exists  nowhere  except  in  the  mind  of  the  percipient  Thus 
it  is  that  veritable  universe  of  which  our  planet,  the  other 
orbs  of  our  system,  and  the  countless  glittering  spheres  that 
fill  the  realms  of  space,  are  members,  for  the  existence  of 
which  he  undertakes  to  account.    He  says  :^- 

^  This  ideal  of  the  absolute  is  to  be  the  compass  for  comprehend- 
ing nature^  as  the  notional  was  the  medium  for  connecting 
phenomena  in  a  nature  of  things.  In  this  we  are  to  deter* 
mine  how  it  may  be  known,  as  a  synthetical  proposition,  that 
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* 
nature  must  have  iU  author^  as  in  that  it  was  d^enmned  how  it 
might  be  demonstrated  that  phenomena  must  be  inherent  in  iubstcmee^ 
adherent  in  cauee,  and  coherent  in  reciprocal  influence.  The 
pheno9iena  were  in  distinct  and  definite  placet  and  periods^  mad 
could  not  be  determined  in  one  whole  of  space,  and  all  times  in  one 
whole  of  time.  In  this  manner  the  phenomena  in  the  sense,  and  the 
thinge  and  events  in  the  understanding,  came  yery  well  to  be  united, 
and  the  passage  from  the  sense  to  the  understanding  was  effected, 
and  the  synthetical  propositions — all  qualities  must  haye  substance; 
all  events  must  have  cause;  all  concomitant  events  must  have 
reciprocity  of  influence^-— came  to  be  readily  demonstrated,  when, 
without  such  d  priori  demonstration,  they  could  only  be  used  as 
assumptions.  And  now  the  same  result  of  an  h  priori  demonstration 
of  a  synthetical  proposition  is  to  be  determined,  but  with  this  dif- 
ference, the  conceptions  of  the  phenomena  and  the  things  were,  the 
one  in  the  sense,  and  the  other  in  the  understanding ;  while  here 
the  conceptions  of  the  nature  of  things  and  of  an  author  of  nature 
are,  the  one  in  the  understanding,  and  the  other  in  the  reason.^ — Tf. 
563,  504. 

^  The  Deity  needi  but  to  will  the  counteraction  in  its  perpetoa} 
force,  and  universal  nature  finds  its  equilibrium  in  the  repulsion  from 
the  centre  and  the  reflex  pressure  to  the  oentre,  and  holds  itself  sus- 
pended on  its  own  conditioned  forces,  without  the  posstbihly  of  aaj 
weariness  or  exhaustion  to  its  maker.  It  is  wholly  the  product  of  the 
Divine  will,  and  wholly  external  to  the  absolute  ;  and  while  utterly 
dependent  for  its  being  upon  the  Divine  will,  can  yet  never  react 
upon,  or  in  any  way  condition,  the  being  and  agency  of  the  omnipo- 
tent producer.  It  is  thereby  a  veritable  creation^  distinct  from  its 
creator,  of  which  it  may  intelligently  be  affirm^ed,  that  the  creator 
is  conditional  for  it,  but  it  in  no  wise  conditions  the  creator." — 
P.  610. 

The  universe  for  which  he  is  to  aocount,  is  thus  a  real 
material  one,  consisting  of  substances,  causes,  effects,  and 
phenomena,  precisely  such  as  the  veritable  exterior  universe 
is  to  our  consciousness  in  our  sense-perceptions.  The  uni- 
verse, however,  for  which  he  is  to  find  an  author,  acoording 
to  his  theory  of  the  sense  and  understanding,  is  not  an 
exterior  and  material,  but  a  mere  conceptional  ot  mental 
one,  having  no  existence  except  in  the  mind  of  the  per- 
x^ipient,  and  vanishing  from  being,  therefore,  whenever  it 
<seases  to  be  the  object  of  conception.  He  noaintains,  on  the 
one  hand,  that  there  is  no  perception  pi  any  external  objects 
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by  the  senses;  that  all  the  various  things  perceived  through 
them  are  mere  phenomena  in  the  mind  that  apprehends 
them,  and  that  have,  so  far  as  our  knowledge  extends,  no 
counterpart  without ;  while  on  the  other,  he  holds  that  the 
substances  which  are  the  seeming  grounds  of  those  phe- 
nomena, are  merely  conceptional,  and  haVe  no  exterior 
existence.  The  **  nature,"  or  universe  of  things,  of  which 
he  attempts  to  find  an  author,  is  not,  therefore,  the  nature 
and  universe  of  his  psychology  of  the  senses  and  the  under- 
standing, but  a  wholly  different  entity.  It  is  an  external 
material  universe  that  exists  independently  of  the  mind  that 
perceives  it,  not  a  mere  process  or  modification  of  the  mind 
itself.  This  is  surely  extraordinary,  and  indicates  that  Dr. 
Hickok  is  but  very  imperfectly  master  of  his  own  system. 

In  the  second  place  :  The  mind  does  not  feel  any  necessity 
for  finding  a  divine  author  of  such  a  mere  conceptional  uni- 
verse, as  that  which  his  psychology  contemplates.  It  is  the 
real  external  universe  which  it  is  conscious  it  perceives  by 
its  senses,  for  which  it  feels  itself  constrained  to  find  a  divine 
author.  It  knows  nothing  of  any  other  universe,  or  of  the 
want  of  a  creator  and  ruler  of  any  other  universe. 

Dr.  Hickok  has  thus  here  gone  completely  out  of  the 
sphere  of  rational  psychology,;' and  is  dealing  both  with 
a  world  and  with  a  reason  that  has  no  existence  in  his 
own  system.  How.  happens  this?  How  is  it  that  after 
exhausting,  as  he  obviously  has,  all  the  resources  of  his 
ingenuity,  so  to  frame  his  system  as  to  make  its  several  parts 
cohere,  he  has  not  only  failed,  but  has  lost  himself  in  a 
labyrinth  of  blunders  and  self-contradictions  ? 

In  the  third  place :  If  the  universe  were  such  a  merely 
ideal  one  as  his  theory  represents,  it  is  not  possible  that  the 
mind  could  feel  such  a  need  as  it  does  of  a  God  to  account 
for  its  existence.  It  is  a  self-contradiction  to  suppose  that 
reason,  contemplating  the  universe  as  purely  conceptional, 
existing  only  in  the  mind  of  the  concipient,  should  still  feel 
a  necessity  of  finding  a  Divine  author  to  account  for  its 
existence  as.  a  real  material  universe  existing  exterior  to  and 
independent  of  the  mind  that  perceives  it  1  It  would  imjdy 
that  the  reason  is  utterly  bewildered  and  delirious :  at  one 
time  contemplating  the  objects  about  which  it  employs 
itself,  as  having  a  wholly  different  nature  from  that  which 
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it  ascribes  to  them  at  another,  and  confonndin^  the  real 
and  material  with  the  merely  imaginary,  and  the  imaginary 
with  the  real  and  material.  Besides,  if,  as  Dr.  H.  maintains^ 
the  mind  itself  is  the  cause  of  all  the  phenomena  that  take 
place  in  it,  and  of  the  consciousness  which  attends  those  of 
the  senses  that  they  are  perceptions  of  external  objects,  why 
should  it  feel  a  necessity  of  accounting  for  those  seeming 
exterior  objects,  as  though  they  were  not  mere  mental 
pltenomena,  but  had  an  external  and  independent  existence  7 
Why,  while  ascribing  to  them  a  nature  and  sphere  of  one 
kind,  should  it  also  ascribe  to  them  a  wholly  dififerent  na* 
ture  and  sphere?  It  is  plain,  that  were  Dr.  H.'s  theory 
true,  the  only  thing  to  account  for  which  the  mind  would 
need  a  Divine  author,  would  be  iteelf.  Afler  having  as* 
signed  to  itself  the  authorship  of  all  else  that  belongs  to  its 
universe,  the  ground  of  its  own  existence  and  nature  would 
be  the  only  problem  which  would  require  to  be  solved.  He 
thus,  in  this  part  of  his  system,  contradicts  his  theory  of  the 
liature  of  the  mind,  as  well  as  his  theory  of  the  nature  of  the 
universe. 

In  the  fourth  place :  The  ground  on  which  he  assumes  or 
maintains  the  existence  of  God  as  creator,  is  the  same  as 
that  of  philosophers  and  theologians  generally,  that  reason 
discerns  from  the  nature  of  the  universe  that  just  such  a 
being  must  have  been  its  author.  The  pretence  that  his  is 
any  more  an  d  priori  demonstration  than  theirs,  is  mistaken. 
Thus  he  says : — 

'^  As  we  found  the  very  essence  of  substance  in  iu  causality  to  be 
a  space-filling  and  time-enduring /orcf,  and  that  as  counter-agency  it 
filled  its  place  in  space  from  a  permanent  centre,  and  might  thus 
determine  all  places  in  its  own  space,  and  also  as  enduring 
centre  it  might  thus  determine  all  periods  in  its  own  time ;  «o  noui 
we  must  find  the  very  essence  of  the  Absolute  to  be  a  spaceless  and 
timeless  personality,  who,  as  above  all  modes  of  expansion  in  space  and 
duration  in  time,  may  be  not  nature,  but  supernatural ;  not  thing  but 
person.  If  conditioned  to  the  one  whole  of  nature,  of  i^>ace,  and  of 
time,  thus  it  must  be  of  the  substance  and  causality  of  nature,  and 
can  never  be  the  Divinity  above  nature.  No  matter  whether  all  of 
the  phenomenal  be  abstracted  from  it  or  not ;  in  naked  substance 
and  cause  it  is  but  pure  force,  space-occupying  and  time-abiding,  and 
must  react  upon  nature  and  nature  upon  it,  and  the  compound  Uiua 
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afforded  must  still  be  nature  altogether.  And  no  matter  whether  it 
be  carried  above  all  phenomena;  it  ia  then  free  force  in  its  antagonism 
at  the  centre,  and  as  undeveloped,  must  jet  go  out  in  developmentp 
aud  such  is  only  nature  in  its  rudimental  germ,  and  not  at  all 
nature's  author  and  God.  Except  as  we  determine  the  absolute  to  he 
personality  wholly  out  of  and  beyond  all  the  conditions  and  modes  of 
space  and  time,  we  can  by  no  possibility  leave  nature  for  the  super- 
natural. The  dear-sighted  and  honest  intellect  resting  in'  this  con- 
clusion, that  the  conditions  of  space  and  time  cannot  be  transcended, 
will  be  Atheistic ;  while  the  deluded  intellect,  which  has  put  the  false 
play  of  the  discursive  understanding  in  its  abstract  speculations  for 
the  decisions  of  an  all-embracing  reason,  and  deems  itself  so  fortunate 
as  to  have  found  a  deity  within  the  modes  of  space  and  time,  will  be 
Pantheistic.  The  Pantheism  will  be  ideal  and  transcendent,  when  il 
reaches  its  conclusions  by  a  logical  process  in  the  abstract  law  of 
thought ;  and  it  will  be  material  and  empiric  when  it  concludes  from  the 
fixed  connexions  of  cause  and  effect  in  the  generalized  law  of  nature ; 
but  in  neither  case  is  the  Pantheism  any  other  than  Atheism,  for  the 
Deity,  circumscribed  in  the  conditions  of  space  and  time  with  nature, 
is  but  nature  still,  and  whether  in  abstract  thought  or  generalized 
reality,  is  no  God. 

**  This  determination  of  personality  to  the  Absolute,  and  which 
takes  it  out  from  all  the  modes  of  space  and  time,  is  the  only  possible 
way  in  which  it  may  be  demonstrated^  how  nature  may  have  an 
author,  which  author  sliall  not  be  nature  still,  and  yet  demanding  for 
itself  an  author.  In  such  a  pure  ideal  as  the  Absolute'  in  its  person- 
ality, a  compass  is  given  by  which  the  reason  may  comprehend 
nature,  and  the  completed  process  of  comprehension  thus  effected  is 
a  faculty  of  the  reason  in  idea.  This,  therefore,  is  a  necessary,  and 
our  next  worlc,  to  determine  personality  to  the  Absolute.  This  wiU 
give  all  the  necessary  elements  in  the  work  of  comprehension.'^ — 
Pp.  664-566. 

The  whole  reason  which  he  here  gives  for  conceiving  of 
God,  the  author  of  the  universe,  as  a  pure  personal  and 
spiritual  being,  thus  is,  that  such  a  being  alone  can  have 
(»reated  the  uuiverse:  and  in  this  he  proceeds  on  the 
assumption,  that  the  worlds  are  an  effect  and  must  have  had 
a  cause :  that  that  cause  must  be  an  intelligent^  spiritual, 
and  free  agent :  and  that  he  must  be  self-existent,  almighty, 
and  all-wise.  But  that  is  precisely  the  argument  of  Locke, 
and  other  writers  of  that  class,  in  proof  of  the  being  of  God. 
Its  principle  is  like  that  of  Paley  also,  except  that  Faley  rea- 
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sons  chiefly  from  design,  which  is  but  one  species  of  the 
proof  famished  by  the  material  world,  that  God  is  its 
author.  Paley  argues,  however,  from  the  nature  of  the 
effect,  as  indicating  design,  that  its  author  must  be  of  a  dif- 
ferent nature  from  the  effect  itself  arid  a  pure  and  infinite 
intelligence.  Dr.  Hickok's  argument  also  is,  simply,  that  a 
cause  of  the  same  kind  as  the  universe  itself,  cannot  be  the 
cause  of  the  universe :  and,  therefore,  its  cause  must  have 
been  of  a  wholly  different  nature,  and  a  personal,  self-exist- 
ing, infinite,  and  free  intelligence.  The  fancy  that  his  argu- 
ment is  any  more  an  i  priori  argument  than  that  of  Paley, 
liocke,  and  others,  is  a  mere  delusion. 

His  argument,  however,  though  just  and  conclusive  on 
their  view  of  the  universe,  is  wholly  impertinent  and  worth- 
less on  his :  for  the  universe  for  which  he  in  fact  employs 
his  i  priori  i^ethod  to  find  an  author,  is  a  veritable  material 
universe;  while  the  universe  of  his  psychology  is  a  mere 
conceptional  one.  If  he  finds,  therefore,  an  adequate  cause 
of  such  a  universe  as  Locke,  Paley,  and  men  generally,  believe 
to  exist,  he  finds  none  whatever  for  such  a  mere  ideal  world 
as  his  own  system  contemplates.  How  is  it  that  with  the 
discriminative  powers  which  he  exhibits  in  some  parts  of 
his  work,  he  failed  to  see  a  fact  so  important  and  obvious  as 
this? 

In  the  fifth  place :  He  falls  into  a  similar  contradiction  to 
his  own  argument  and  to  fact,  in  his  representation  that  no 
reasoning  from  causation  or  design  in  the  material  world,  or 
any  phenomena  of  matter  that  are  perceived  by  the  senses, 
can  conclude  legitimately  for  the  being  of  God,  or  any  other 
supersensual  existence.  After  defining  the  sphere  in  which 
he  holds  that  the  senses  and  the  understanding  are  confined, 
he  says : — 

'*  But  that  there  are  the  functions  of  a  higher  faculty  in  action,  is 
quite  manifest  from  the  earnest  inquiry  spoQtaneously  and  perpetually 
coming  up —  Whence  is  nature  ?    And  whither  does  it  (end  ? 

"  There  are  the  strugglings  of  a  faculty  within,  whose  interest  it  is 
to  overleap  nature,  and  which  may  never  be  made  contented  by  run- 
ning up  and  down  the  linked  series  in  the  conditions  of  nature.  Dis- 
cursive thinking  up  to  the  highest  generalization,  and  down  to  the 
lowest  analysis,  cannot  satisfy.  No  possible  conclusion  in  a  discursive 
judgment,  whether  in  the  abstract  or  the   concrete,  «an  fill  this 
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craviBg  cafkoHy.  Thete  is  demancled  for  it  a  poiition  out  of  and 
abore  the  flowii^  stream  of  oonditioned  changea,  whence  may  be 
seen  the  unconditioned  source  in  which  they  have  all  originated,  and 
the  strong  and  steady  hand  that  holds  aU  suspended  from  itself,  and 
gives  to  them  their  direction  towards  some  ultimate  consummation. 
But  this  instinct  of  the  higher  faculty  always  exceeds  the  capabilities 
of  the  lower  to  satisfy.  •  .  .  The  aspirings  of  this  higher  faculty,  and 
the  efforts  of  the  inferior  to  reach  and  satisfy  it,  throw  the  human 
mind  upon  a  treadmill,  '^hich  forces  it  to  a  perpetual  and  vain  toil, 
oompelltng  to  a  continual  stepping,  while  each  stair  must  ever  slide 
away  beneath,  and  disappoint  the  hope  of  any  permanent  landing- 
jdace.  We  can  in  this  way  find  no  link  in  the  series  which  will  per- 
mit that  it  should  be  taken  in  the  judgment  as  the  origin  of  all 
others,  and  itself  unoriginated  from  'a  higher ;  and  if  we  assume  that 
there  must  be  such  somewhere  at  the  head  of  the  series,  this  is  merely 
because  the  higher  faculty  demands  some  ultimate  point  upon  which 
aU  are  dependent^  but  which  is  only  assumed  to  be,  and  never 
reached,  because  the  lower  faculty  can  never  attain  unto  it 

'^This  ei^dless  search  is  also  just  as  empty  labor  in  the  conditioned 
series  of  deiign  as  in  that  of  causation.  Design  indicates  a  designer ; 
hU  when  w€  seize  upon  this  conceived  designer  as  condition  for  the 
produced  design^  we  find  it  adapted  to  the  making  of  just  such  pro- 
duets^  and  this  adaptation  at  once  becomes  a  conditioned^  demanding 
for  itself  A  hjgheb  desiqnsr,  of  which  it  must  he  a  product. 
Whence  is  the  independent  unconditioned  spring  of  all  design  f 
This  is  the  question  which  the  interest  of  the  higher  faculty  asks, 
and  is  ever  seeking  that  it  should  be  answered,  but  which  all  the 
tasking  of  the  functions  of  the  lower  faculty  can  never  accomplish. 
We  may  assume  there  is  such  underived  designer,  because  the 
interest  of  the  reason  as  faculty  cannot  else  be  quieted  ;  but  we  are 
forced  to  stop  and  rest  in  a  mere  assumption,  making  our  very  want 
the  only  evidence  of  a  real  existence,  while  it  is  impossible  to  bring  it 
within  the  conclusion  of  any  discursive  judgment.  If,  on  the  one 
baud,  reason  objects  the  absurdity  of  an  endless  series,  so,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  understanding  objects  the  impossibility  of  taking  any 
podtion  from  which  it  must  not  still  ask — ^What  next  ?  Whence  is 
this  ?    And  what  is  above  it  ? 

^  An  interminable  dialectic  is  thus  opened  from  the  very  faculties 
of  the  human  mind,  and  all  a4tempt  to  stop  the  demand  in  the 
interest  of  the  reason,  that  we  should  somehow  issue  out  of  nature^ 
and  find  its  author  and  governor,  is  in  vain ;  and  all  effort  in  any 
possible  use  of  the  functions  of  an  understanding  to  meet  the  deroandt 
is  equally  in  vain.     The  rea^n  is  too  enteipqsing  to  submit  to  any 
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ouroumscription  within  nattire ;  the  anderatanding  is  toiftlimited  in 
its  capacity  to  be  able  that  it  should  ever  unbar  the  gate  and  point 
the  way  to  the  supernatural  The  discursive  faculty  must  ever  keep 
within  the  conditions  of  the  space  and  time  determinations,  and  must^ 
therefore,  ever  pass  through  the  connective  notions  of  substance, 
cause,  and  reciprocal  influence,  in  connecting  its  judgments;  and 
that  which  may  not  be  brought  within  the  conditions  of  such  con- 
nexions, must  for  ever,  to  it,  be  not  merely  the  unattainable,  but  the 
utterly  unintelligible.  We  are  thus  forced  to  dispense,  in  this  part  of 
our  work,  with  all  use  of  the  understanding,  and  can  see,  that  if  the 
supernatural  may  in  any  manner  be  attained,  it  must  be  in  the  use  of  the 
reason  only.  The  faculty  in  whose  interest  the  want  originates,  mnat 
rely  upon  its  own  resources  alone  to  attain  to  that  which  may  satisfy 
it  It  is  its  own  operation  for  comprehending  universal  nature  that 
we  wish  to  attain  in  a  complete  and  systematic  process,  and  thns  pos- 
sess the  entire  &culty  of  the  reason  in  its  idea.  In  this  we  shall  find 
how  it  is  possible  that  a  nature  of  things  may  be  comprehended ; 
and,  according  to  which,  if  in  fact  this  ever  is  done,  nature  neces> 
sarily  must  be  comprehended.'' — Pp.  548-552. 

He  thus  affirms  and  founds  his  argument  for  the  yiew  he 
is  to  present  of  the  evidence  of  the  divine  existence  :  first,  • 
on  the  assertion,  that  no  limited  or  finite  effect  can  indicate 
the  existence  of  any  more  than  a  finite  cause ;  and  second, 
that  design  can  only  prove  a  designer  of  a  conditioned 
or  finite  nature  like  itself;  and  thence,  that  no  causation, 
or  design  in  the  material  world,  is  any  proof  of  a  deity.  And 
it  is  on  this  ground  that  he  holds,  that  if  God  is  an  object 
of  knowledge,  it  must  be  by  the  reason,  according  to  his 
definition  of  it,  through  some  other  media  than,  the  material 
world.  But  this  is  equivalent  to  affirming  that  there  are  no 
media  whatever  by  which  God  can  be  known.  For,  first,  if 
no  limited  causation  can  bespeak  the  existence  of  more  than 
.  a  finite  and  limited  cause  proportioned  to  itself,  then,  inas- 
much as  all  causation  in  nature  is  finite,  and  that  which  lies 
within  the  observation  of  any  one  individual  is  still  more 
limited  than  the  universe  itself  is,  it  is  clear  that  no  indivi- 
dual can  have  any  evidence  of  fin  infinite  being.  The  being 
whose  existence  what  he  sees  of  causation  in  the  realms  of 
nature  indicates,  can  only  be  proportionate  in  attributes  to 
the  displays  of  them  which  he  witnesses.  It  implies,  more- 
over, that  no  finite  effect  can  be  produced  by  any  but  a 
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finite  cause ;  and  that  an  infinite  being  can  never  cause  any 
but  infinite  effects,  which  would  make  it  certain,  again,  that 
no  finite  being  can  have  a  knowledge  of  God — errors  and 
absurdities  that  cannot  easily  be  exceeded  in  extravagance. 
A  finite  effect,  such  as  the  creation  of  a  plant,  an  animal,  a 
human  being,  a  world,  or  the  working  of  a  miracle,  as  the 
restoration  of  sight  to  the  blind,  and  of  life  to  the  dead,  is  as 
real  and  absolute  a  proof  of  God's  being  and  agency,  though 
not  as  great  in  degree,  as  the  creation  of  many  plants,  ani- 
mals, human  beings,  and  worlds.  Otherwise  they  are  no 
proofs  at  all  of  his  being  and  agency.  For  if  the  nature  of 
those  effects  does  not  demonstrate  that  they  are  the  work  of 
Gt>d,  the  feuQt  that  they  are  produced  on  a  great  scale  can* 
not 

In  like  manner,  if  design  in  the  realms  of  nature  can  only 
prove  a  designer  that  is  adapted  by  his  powers  to  the  pro- 
duction of  such  finite  effects,  and  that  must  itself  therefore 
be  as  finite  and  dependent  as  they  are ;  then  none  of  the 
designs  with  which  men  are  acquainted  can  be  a  proof  of 
the  Deity,  inasmuch  as  they  are  all  finite.  It  implies,  more- 
over, on  the  one  hand,  that  no  being  can  produce  a  finite 
design  but  one  who  is  himself  as  finite  as  the  effect  is  to 
which  he  gives  existence ;  and  on  the  other,  that  an  infinite 
being  can  produce  no  work  of  design  except  such  as  is  as 
infinite  as  he  himself  is— absurdities  as  vast  and  startling 
fis  those  of  his  notions  of  causation.  A  finite  design,  how- 
ever, such  as  that  which  is  seen  in  the  structure  of  a  plant,  an 
animal,  or  a  human  being,  is  in  fact  as  real  and  conclusive  a 
proof,  though  not  as  great  ill  degree,  that  its  author  has  infi- 
nite attributes,  as  innumerable  such  designs  are,  or  a  universe 
of  them ;  inasmuch  as  if  the  nature  itself  of  design  does  not 
prove  an  intelligent  and  voluntary  author,  no  scale  on  which 
it  is  exhibited  can  form  such  a  proof. 

The  notion  he  here  advances  and  repeats  on  almost  every 
page,  and  makes  the  basis,  in  a  great  measure,  of  his  system, 
that  nothing  in  the  material  or  phenomienal  world  is,  or 
ever  can  be,  the  medium  of  a  direct  perception  of  the  super- 
sensual,  is  an  equally  palpable  and  extraordinary  error,  and 
bespeaks  a  surprising  inconsideration  of  the  bearing  of  his 
theory  on  the  most  obvious,  important,  and  delightful  facta 
of  consciousness  and  observation.     Had  Dr.  Hickok  been 
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born  without  sight,  hearing,  or  touch,  he  could  scarcely 
have  betrayed  a  more  singular  disregard  of  the  phenomena 
of  those  senses.  A  blind  and  deaf  person  who  had  never 
received  any  instruction,  might  innocently  and  naturally 
remain  ignorant  that  there  is  a  direct  and  vivid  perception 
through  the  eye  and  earof  thesupersensual  in  fellow-beings: 
but  that  a  philosopher  who  is  in  possession  of  perfect  senses, 
and  has  spent  his  days  in  the  observation  and  study  of  our 
nature,  should  not  only  not  discover,  but  formfilly  and 
strenuously  deny  it,  and  make  the  denial  a  leading  element 
of  his  psychological  theory,  may  justly  move  our  wond^ 
and  laughter. 

There  are  several  most  extensive  classes  of  phenomena 
that  are  direct  manifestations  and  expressions  of  the  super* 
sensual,  and  have  in  that  their  special  and  sole  office.  Such 
are  the  various  modifications  of  the  human  countenancei  in 
form,  color,  and  air,  which  are  occasioned  by  the  excited 
thoughts  and  feelings  of  the  mind,  and  are  indices  and 
expressions  of  those  feelings  and  thoughts.  The  counte- 
nance is  so  formed  that  every  movement  of  energetic  and  im- 
passioned thought,  and  every  pulse  and  hue  of  emotion  and 
affection,  is  instantly  painted  on  it  in  colors  so  vivid  and 
distinguishing,  that  no  eye  can  fail  to  see  their  presence  and 
character.  Kind  feeling,  pleasure,  delight,  love,  in  their  ten 
thousand  forms  and  degrees,  reveal  themselves  in  smiles. 
A  contortion  of  the  brow,  and  flash  of  the  eye,  are  the  sig- 
nals of  anger.  Tears  are  the  symbol  of  grie^  pallor  of  fear, 
blnshes  of  modesty  and  shame;  and  a  dark,  fixed,  and 
drooping  countenance  of  sadness  and  despair.  Bright, 
lofly,  exhilarating  thoughts,  light  up  the  aspect  with  intelli- 
gence and  expression.  Dark  and  distressful  musings  cast  a 
shadow  over  it :  and  thus  every  shade  of  intelligence,  and 
tint  of  feeling,  gives  an  impress  to  the  &ce,  which  is  its 
qrtnbol  and  expression.  And  this  is  the  designed  and  sole 
office  of  these  modifications  of  the  features.  They  have  no 
other  meaning,  and  answer  no  other  end.  Were  it  not  jRnr 
the  index  which  they  form  of  the  actings  of  the  soul  within, 
they  would  be  as  meaningless  as  the  ripples  that  sweep  along 
the  surface  of  running  water,  or  the  shifting  attitudes  of  tiie 
crops  of  summer  which  surging  winds  are  swaying  to  and 
firo.    And  the  office  which  they  thus  fill,  is  a  most  exten- 
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fiiye  and  important  one.  Of  all  the  functions  of  which  our 
physical  nature  is  capable,  there  is  no  other  at  once  so  deli- 
cate, so  beautiful,  so  expressive,  so  grand,  and  that  seems  so 
manifestly  to  be  the  work  of  an  indwflling  spirit.  There  is 
no  other  that  fills  so  vast  and  so  delightful  an  office  in  the 
excit^knent,  evolution,  and  nurture  of  the  gentle  and  amiable 
affections  of  the  heart,  and  gift  to  them  of  the  softening  and 
refining  sway  which  they  exert  in  the  domestic  and  social 
sphere.  Were  it  debarred  from  the  countenance ;  were  the 
power  of  revealing  through  it  the  exhilaration,  the  delight, 
the  love,  the  joy,  that  throbs  in  our  breasts,  struck  from  our 
nature,  we  shduld  be  turned  into  rigid  statues;  the  heart 
would  be  buried  in  almost  absolute  concealment;  love,  joy, 
hope,  and  every  form  of  benignant  affection,  would  them- 
selves seem  to  be  swept  from  our  breasts,  and  the  race  be 
reduced  to  the  level  of  brutes. 

The  voice  also  fills  a  similar  office.  There  not  only  are 
many  utterances,  such  as  sighs,  groans,  cries,  and  laughter, 
whose  sole  function  is  the  expression  of  mental  feeling :  but 
the  whole  office  of  speech  is  to  utter  thoughts,  emotions, 
desires,  and  acts  of  the  will.  It  has  no  other  sphere:  and 
were  it  divested  of  that  beautiful  function,  it  would  be  as 
devoid  of  any  end  as  the  confused  din  of  a  workshop,  or  the 
senseless  clamor  of  a  family  of  rooks  or  firogs.  And  it  fills 
that  office.  There  is  not  a  shape  of  thought  or  fancy  that 
flits  through  the  intellect,  or  a  wave  of  emotion  that  sweeps 
over  the  heart,  that  may  not  be  depicted  by  the  tones  of  the 
voice  with  the  most  perfect  accuracy. 

Written  and  printed  language  fills  the  same  office  also. 
The  letters  are  mere  representatives  of  the  simple  sounds 
used  in  speech ;  and  words  are  the  representatives  of  the 
composite  sounds,  which  are  employed  in  the  expression  of 
particular  thoughts  and  affections.  The  letters  and  th^ir 
combinations  in  words,  have,  as  mere  forms,  no  significance 
whatever.  Their  only  function  is  that  of  vehides  of  the 
BupersensuaL  The  raised  letters  used  by  the  blind  are  the 
medium,  in  like  manner,  through  touch  of  expressions  of 
the  mind. 

And  these  phenomena  of  sight,  hearing,  and  touch,  take 
place  on  a  vast  scale,  and  exert  on  us  a  boundless  influence. 
There  are  no  others  with  which  we  are  so  familiar;  no  others 


Digitized  by 


Google 


668  Dr.  Htehok>s  Bational  Psychology.  [April, 

that  make  on  us  such  deep,  exciting,  refining,  and  joyoiui 
impressions,  nor  that  contribute  so  largely  to  unfold  onr 
intellectual  powers,  and  awaken,  exercise,  and  mould  our 
social  and  moral  feelings.  Let  them  be  struck  from  our 
natures,  and  we  should  scarcely  rise  in  any  respect  above  the 
higher  class  of  animals.  Wha(  would  a  mother  be  to  her 
ofl&pring,  if  she  had  not  the  power  of  smiling,  or  uttering 
her  heart  by  her  voice ;  if  her  features,  swept  of  every  trace 
of  thought  and  feeling,  were  turned  into  a  meaningless 
blank  ?  What  would  offepring  be  to  a  mother,  had  they 
no  power  of  responding  to  her  love  with  smiles,  and  depict- 
ing on  their  countenances  the  ever-varying  flashes  of 
thought  and  emotion  that  gleam  through  their  sympathetic 
minds  ?  What  would  the  world  be,  were  there  no  written 
or  spoken  language ;  no  method  of  expressing  the  thoughts, 
or  giving  utterance  to  the  heart  ?  Men  would,  at  best,  be 
but  brutes.  There  would  be  no  society  above  that  which 
gregf^ous  animals  enjoy:  no  government,  no  laws,  no 
domestic  institutions,  no  culture,  no  systematic  knowledge; 
no  social  worship,  no  revelation  from  God ;  religion,  virtue, 
cultivation,  science,  doihestic  happiness,  everything  that 
distinguishes  and  dignifies  man  as  a  rational  and  moral 
being,  would  be  struck  from  existence. 

But  besides  these  objects  of  sight,  hearing,  and  touch,  which 
are  the  direct  vehicle  of  revealing  and  perceiving  the  super- 
sensual,  there  is  another  almost  equally  large  class  that  are 
indirect  indices  of  the  presence  and  activity,  or  the  past 
agency  of  intelligences.  Thus  from  consciousness  and  obser- 
vation of  our  shape  and  modes  of  action,  the  sight,  hearing, 
or  touch  of  a  human  being,  is  the  medium  of  the  perception 
of  the  presence  of  an  intelligence,  of  a  nature  like  ourselves. 
And  the  sight  of  works  of  human  labor,  edifices,  ships, 
engines,  instruments,  books,  roads,  cultured  fields,  crops, 
tamed  animals,  and  every  other  object  that  bears  the  impress 
of  man's  hand,  is  the  vehicle  of  a  perception  of  the  past  pre- 
sence and  work  of  intelligent  agents  like  ourselves. 

The  circle  of  the  objects  of  our  sense-perceptions,  which 
are  the  vehicle  either  of  a  direct  or  an  indirect  revelation 
and  apprehension  of  the  supersensual,  is  therefore  the  most 
comprehensive,  influential,  and  important  that  comes  within 
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the  sphere  of  the  eye,  the  ear,  or  the  touch.    All  others, 
indeed,  are  of  little  signifioanoe,  compared  to  them. 

We  have  thus  the  most  indubitable  and  ample  proof  of 
Dr.  Hickok's  error,  in  maintaining  th4t  the  phenomenal  can 
never  be  the  medium  of  a  perception  of  the  supersensual.' 
It  is  one  of  the  greatest  and^most  preposterous  blunders  into 
which  a  metaphysician  ever  fell,  and  bespeaks  an  inatten- 
tion to  his  own  consciousness,  and  an  ignorance  of  the  office 
of  the  most  important  part  of  our  perceptions,  that  reflect 
little  credit  on  his  powers  as  a  philosopher. 

The  fact  thus  established  that  the  supersensual,  in  place 
of  lying,  as  he  maintains,  wholly  out  of  the  sphere  of  our 
senses,  is  the  immediate  object  of  a  vast  proportion  of  our 
sense-perceptions,  prostrates  accordingly  his  whole  psycho- 
logical system  in  the  dust,  and  makes  it  certain  that  it  can 
never  be  reconstructed.  It  overthrows,  also,  the  theory  of 
Kant,  Coleridge,  Schelling,  Hegel,  and  the  whole  brood  of 
modern  atheists  and  pantheists,  who  build  their  systems  on 
the  denial  of  the  reality  of  the  objects  of  sense,  and  the 
possibility  of  a  knowledge  through  the  senses  of  the  great 
objects  of  reason,  God,  and  the  Soul. 

Such  is  Dr.  Hickok's  System  of  Eational  Psychology. 
Instead  of  unfolding  and  establishing  the  great  faculties  and 
laws  of  our  perceptive  nature,  his  views  of  the  sense  and 
the  understanding  are  totally  mistaken,  and  his  attempt  to 
limit  the  office  of  the  reason  to  the  perception  of  supersen* 
sual  objects,  leaving  the  inaterial  world  wholly  unperceived, 
and  substituting  a  train  of  mere  conceptional  existences  in 
its  place,  is  confuted,  and  confounded  by  the  grossest  self- 
contradictions,  and  the  most  portentous  blunders.  His  work 
is  in  fact  a  mere  reproduction  of  the  idealism  of  Kant,  with 
slight  variations,  and  like  that,  involves  a  denial  of  the 
external  universe,  and  of  the  possibility  of  a  knowledge  of 
the  existence  of  God,  or  any  other  intelligence,  through  the 
medium  of  what  we  perceive  by  the  senses.  The  most 
important  particular  in  wljich  it  differs  from  Kant's  Critic 
of  Pure  Eeason,  is  that  Dr.  H.  endeavors  to  conceal  from 
his  readers  this  atheistic  feature,  and  inspire  the  belief  that 
it  presents  the  only  true  and  effective  demonstration  of  the 
dinine  Being.  Kant  openly  avowed  his  disbelief  of  the 
Teality  of  the  seeming  objects  of  our  senses ;  and  admitted 
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and  afiirmed  tliat^  on  the  prinoiples  of  his  system,  there 
could  be  no  proof  of  Grod,  or  the  sooL  Dr.  Hickok  has 
striven  to  veil  this  element  of  his  system;  and  while  he 
maintains  in  the  clearest  manner,  that  nothing  whatever  ont 
of  the  mind  itself  is  perceived  either  by  the  senses  or  the 
understanding;  yet  frames  a  large  share  of  his  language 
throughout  his  volume  in  suc^  a  manner  as  to  betray  his 
readers  into  the  impression  that  he  truly  believes  in  the 
existence  of  the  material  world,  and  founds,  as  we  have 
shown,  many  of  the  most  important  of  his  asseirtions  and 
reasonings  respecting  the  functions  of  tiie  reason  on  that 
assumption. 

The  d  priori  method  which  he  employs  for  tiie  establish- 
ment of  his  idea  and  law  of  the  senses,  the  understanding, 
and  the  reason,  has  no  title  to  the  high  office  which  he 
assigns  it ;  and  is  in  fact,  so  far  as  the  points  he  attempts  to 
prove  by  it  are  valid,  a  most  obscure,  round-about,  cum- 
brous method  of  demonstration,  and  cannot^  by  possibility, 
rise  in  certainty  above  the  testimony  of  the  senses,  which 
he  treats  in  it  as  wholly  without  authority.  For  his  cL  priori 
demonstrations,  depend,  he  admits,  for  their  validity,  on  the 
truth  and  reliability  of  consciousness.  But  the  verity  of  the 
d  priori  processes  which  he  employs  is  no  more  a  matter  <rf 
indubitable  consciousness,  than  our  perception  of  the  extern 
nal  world  by  our  senses  is.  We  are  as  perfectly  co^tisoious 
that  we  see  the  objects  of  our  senses  as  existences  that  are 
exterior  to,  and  independent  of  us,  as  we  are  that  those 
objects  are  in  space,  and  have  qualities  and  dimensions. 
The  very  principle,  therefore,  by  which  he  aims  to  prove 
that  all  the  phenomena  of  the  senses  and  the  imderstanding 
are  comprised  within  certain  categories,  proves  with  equal 
certainty,  that  the  objects  of  our  sense-perceptions  have  a 
veritable  existence  widiout  us,  and  overthrows,  accordingly, 
the  whole  of  his  system. 

His  work  has  no  title  then  to  be  considered  as  presenting 
a  just  view  of  our  perceptive  faculties.  Instead,  it  is  &lse  in 
all  its  main  positions,  presents  a  consummate  caricature  of 
our  nature,  in  place  of  a  just  picture  Of  it,  ^nd  tands^  whe- 
ther consciously  to  the  author  or  not,  to  the  subversion^ 
instead  of  the  estaUishment  of  reli^n.  White  he  cften 
exhibits  strong  poweiSi  and  presents  many  views  that  are 
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just  and  important,  tbe  consummate  contradictions  to  our  con- 
sciousness, which  lurk  in  every  part  of  his  work,  show  that 
instead  of  having  carefully  and  thoroughly  investigated  our 
nature,  he  has  not  even  cast  a  solitary  glance  at  it  in  inde 
pendence  of  the  speculative  system  of  E^nt :  he  has  only 
studied  his  artificial,  narrow,  and  mistaken  Critic,  without 
inquiring  into  the  validity  of  the  assumptions  on  which  it 
rests,  or  rising  to  a  just  and  comprehensive  view  of  its 
nature. 

We  cannot,  then,  recommend  this  as  a  suitable  work  to 
be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  young.  The  experiment  of 
seventy  years  in  Europe  has  shown,  that  the  principles 
which  it  inculcates  lead  directly  to  scepticism.  They  were 
there  taught  in  essentially  tbe  same  form  as  that  in  which 
they  are  here  presented ;  the  infidelity,  atheism,  and  panthe- 
ism, that  have  overrun  Europe  during  the  last  fifty  years,  had 
their  chief  origin,  in  them :  and  their  dissemination  here  will 
naturally  produce  the  same  eflEects,  It  is  not  to  be  regretted, 
perhaps,  that  the  extreme  obscurity  of  the  volume,  and  the 
insupportable  tediousness  of  many  of  its  disquisitions,  must 
prove  a  barrier  to  its  being  extensively  read.  Not  one  in  a 
score  who  attempt  it,  will  ever  go  through  its  pages.  Not 
one  in  a  hundred  of  those  who  may  read  it  with  much 
attention,  will  be  able  to  comprehend  what  he  is  at,  in  many 
of  his  passages.  It  lies  out  of  the  sphere  of  nature,  is  artifi- 
cial, dim,  and  cumbrous ;  tallying  nowhere  with  consciousness, 
and  deriving  no  support  from  the  facts  and  thoughts  with 
which  we  are  familiar,  but  perpetually  making  assumptions 
of  what  is  false,  and  rejections  of  what  is  true;  and  as 
perpetually  mystifying  and  confounding  himself,  by  aban- 
doning what  he  had  assumed,  and  retracting  what  he  had 
denied. 

We  invite  our  metaphysical  readers  especially,  to  notice 
the  great  points  we  regard  as  settled  in  this  review.  We 
are  frequently  asked,  How  shall  we  refute  the  psychological 
system  of  the  modern  German  Atheists,  whose  doctrines  are 
adopted  by  many  of  the  leading  teachers  of  mental 'philo- 
sophy in  this  country,  and  are  rapidly  spreading  among  the 
educated,  and  generating  scepticism,  atheism,  or  pantheism, 
in  every  mind  that  intelligently  embraces  them?  The  an- 
swer is  furnished,  we  trust,  in  the  points  we  have  established, 
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t  The  theory  of  the  senses,  on  which  the  system  is  built 
— ^as  involving  no  perception  of  objects  that  are  external  to 
the  mind,— is  gratuitously  assumed.  Not  an  attempt  even 
is  made  to  demonstrate  its  truth. 

2.  That  theory  is  in  the  most  absolute  and  palpable  con- 
tradiction to  our  consciousness,  and  can  never  be  acted  on 
as  true  by  any  one  for  a  moment. 

8.  There  is  no  such  faculty  in  our  nature  as  that  which  it 
denominates  the  understanding,  but  the  office  assigned  to 
that  fiibulous  attribute  is  in  contradiction  to  our  conscious- 
ness. 

4.  Its  doctrine  that  there  is  no  direct  perception  through 
the  senses  or  the  objects  of  the  senses,  of  supersensual 
things, — as  of  the  soul,  of  fellow  intelligences,  and  of  God — 
is  in  the  most  flagrant  and  absurd  contradiction  to  everyone's 
consciousness,  and  the  whole  train  of  our  most  frequent, 
exciting,  and  gladdening  perceptions.  It  is  refuted  by 
every  smile  that  lights  up  the  human  countenance,  every 
blush  that  kindles  it,  every  frown  that  darkens  it,  every 
passipn  and  emotion  that  embodies  itself  in  its  ever- varying 
shapes,  and  paints  itself  in  its  ever-shifting  hues.  It  is 
confuted  by  every  accent  of  the  voice,  by  every  significant 
gesture,  by  every  creation  of  man's  genius,  by  every  pro- 
duct of  his  labor,  and  by  every  monument  and  foot-print  of 
bis  activity :  for,  according  to  Ejint  and  his  disciples,  there 
is  no  more  significance  in  a  blush  of  shame  than  there  is 
in  the  same  hue  as  it  is  seen  in  the  rose,  the  oleander,  or 
other  flowers  of  a  brilliant  scarlet  There  is  no  more  mean- 
ing in  the  paleness  of  fear  and  dismay,  than  in  the  same 
sickly  tint  as  it  is  seen  in  a  diseased  or  withered  plant.  The 
human  countenance,  when  glowing  with  the  most  stirring 
thoughts  and  joyous  emotions,  is  no  more  indicative  of  the 
presence  and  activity  of  an  intelligent  spirit,  than  the  cold, 
rigid,  and  senseless  features  of  the  dead.  And  that  revolting 
dogma,  which  sinks  us  below  the  brutes  in  sensibility,  must 
be  assented  to  by  those  who  aspire  to  be  philosophers  after 
the  pattern  of  Eant,  Coleridge,  Schelling,  Hegel,  and 
Hickok. 

.6  The  pretext  that  the  system  has  the  peculiar  advantf(ge 
over  that  to  which  it  stahds  opposed,  that  it  is  demonstrated 
by  d,  priori  evidence,  is  wholly  mistaken.    The  validity  of 
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that  di  priori  demonstration  depends,  it  is  admitted,  on  the 
testimony  of  oons^ciousness.  But,  in  the  first  place,  the 
testimony  of  consciousness  to  the  facts  alleged  as  evidences 
of  the  system,  admitting  them  to  be  real,  is  no  more  indubi- 
table and  emphatic,  than  it  is  to  the  fact  that  our  sense- 
perceptions  are  perceptions  of  objects  that  are  external  to 
us,  which  the  system  denies.  Their  i  priori  proo^  there* 
fore,  cannot  possibly  rise  to  a  higher  measure  of  certainty 
than  is  furnished  by  consciousness,  that  a  material  and  intel- 
lectual universe  exists  without  us,  and,  therefore,  that  the 
system  is  false.  But  in  the  second  place,  not  one  of  the 
*  facts  on  which  the  d  priori  demonstration  of  the  system  is 
founded,  forms  any  proof  of  the  truth  of  the  system  itself. 
Instead,  they  are  mere  facts,  that,  while  they  are  consistent 
with  its  falsehood,  are  also  perfectly  consistent  with  our 
consciousness  respecting  our  sense-perceptions,  which  the 
system  denies.  Thus,  Dr.  H.,  in  his  d  priori  demonstration 
of  his  doctrine  of  the  senses,  simply  proves  that  quantity 
and  quality  ar^  ^perceptible  by  the  senses.  He  does  not 
demonstrate  that  there  is  not  also  a  perception  by  them  of 
external  objects  to  which  quantity  and  quality  belong.  He 
does  not  prove  nor  offer  any  indication  that  nothing  is  seen 
in  a  smile  but  figure  and  color:  that  nothing  is  discerned  in 
a  blush  except  a  certain  conformation  of  the  features  and 
certain  tints.  His  d  priori  proo^  accordingly,  is  no  proof  at 
all  of  the  truth  of  his  Psychology.  These  points,  properly 
understood,  will  enable  one  ^ily  to  refute  the  system. 


Aet.  IL— Notes  on  Scriptube.    Critical  Conjectures. 

MalL  xii.  20.  Till  he  send  forth  judgment  unto  victory 
— ftn  «»  Ufiixp  th  uxH  tV»  x^iVif,  t.  e.  according  to  most  inter- 
preters, till  he  has  made  his  gospel  and  righteous  law  victo- 
rious (Whitby).    Yet  the  translators  differ  greatly. 

The  obscurity  arises  from  translating  m  H^h  too  literally, 
and  lx/9«A)i  not  enough  so,  in  order  to  suit  their  sense  to  a 
signification  of  «f*'«''^  which  it  has  in  no  other  place.  B^tcf^xxm 
signifies  (ejicio,  expello)  to  cast  out^  expel  It  occurs  thrice  in 
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tbis  chapter  (vs.  26,  27,  28)  in  that  sense,  and  is  commonlj 
80  rendered,  and  might  have  been  so  rendered  with  good  if 
not  better  effect  in  Matt  ix.  25,  88 ;  xii.  85.  Mark  L  12.— 
Eh  n»H  is  a  Hebraism,  and  signifies  (i ic  tttSuk^  in  perpetaum) 
completely^  utterly^  for  evqr  (see  Glassius  Phil.  Sac.  1935. 
Whitby  on  1  Cor.  xv.  64;  2  Sam.  ii.  26;  Job  xxxvi.  7; 
Jer.  iil  5 ;  Lam.  v.  20 ;  Amos  viii.  7,  in  the  LXX.  Grinfield'i 
N.  T.  Ed.  Hellenistica  in  loco,  and  Brenton's  Septuagint). 
Thus  we  understand  (1  Cor.  xv.  55)  ^rtwih  •  ^iwrnrn  ih 
'  97K9i  to  signify,  "  Death  is  swallowed  up  for  ever,"  i.  e.  tUterly 
and  for  ever  abolished  (Rev.  xxi.  4 ;  1  Cor.  xv.  26).  EkfUxxnw 
th  9i»Hj  then,  signifies  (ejioere,  expellere  in  perpetuum)  to  * 
cast  out  for  ever,  or  to  cast  out  utterly,  entirely,  and  for  ever.  The 
word  it^trti  has  several  significations,  but  its  primary  or  fun- 
damental meaning  is,  a  judgment  or  sentence  pronounced 
concerning  a  person  or  thing,  and  commonly  in  the  condem- 
natory sense  of  damnatio  or  poma  (see  Jer.  xlviiL  21,  and 
Wahl  and  Schleusner,  for  examples).  In  the  passage  und^ 
consideratioD,  these  lexicographers  assigp  to  the  word  the 
sense  oijnstiiia,  doctrvna  vera,  juata^  vel  Divina  ;  though  they 
admit  that  this  is  the  only  place  in  the  N.  T.  where  it 
bears  that  sense  (s»pius  non  extat— non  l^tur — ^in  N.  T.), 
which  is  a  reason  for  cautious  admission,  if  not  suspicion ; 
and  the  greater,  because  incompatible  with  the  usual  (not  to 
say  any  known  and  well  ascertained)  meaning  of  the  w^rds 
in  connexion. 

Let  us  adopt  for  a  moment  the  usual  signification  of  a 
condemnatory  sentence  or  judgment.  The  question  then 
arises,  what  sentence  or  judgment  the  Evangelist  refers  to. 
Notice,  first,  the  article  (r»»  f^i^t*),  the  judgnaent  In  our 
version,  the  article  is  not  translated,  though  it  serves  to 
define  the  meaning.  Observe,  secondly,  that  the  judgment 
spoken  of  is  closely  connected  with  the  Bedeemer*s  work. 
It  must  therefore  be  something  wide-spread,  general,  if  not 
quite  commensurate  therewith.  Those  who  understand  it 
to  signify  the  present  dispensation  of  the  gospel,  or  the 
spread  of  the  true  religion,  adopt  this  idea.  Now,  one  such 
judgment  has  already  been  pronounced.  This  lower  crea- 
tion  has  travailed  and  groaned  under  its  bondage  six 
thousand  years.    Its  effects  are  visible  in  the  thorn  and 

istle,  as  well  as  in  the  mortality  (^  the  whole  race.     The 
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day  when  this  judgment  was  pronounced,  was  truly  a  day  of 
judgment  and  of  oondemnation  («^c«  Kf/ri *«),  though  not  of 
condemnation  without  hope  (Gen.  iii.  14-19;  Bom.  viii 
20-22).  To  this  judgment,  Michaelis  (see  Notae  Criticse  et 
Excgeticse  in  N.  T.)  refers  the  word  (xfw)  in  John  xil  81, 
though  he  confines  its  application,  perhaps  unduly,  to  that 
part  of  it  which  had  respect  to  the  Serpent  If  to  this  judg- 
ment, especially  to  its  moral  and  physical  eflFects  upon  man 
and  the  earth  itself  for  Vnan's  sake,  we  refer  the  word  judg- 
ment  (xftVic)  inrthis  passage,  we  obtain  this  sense — "till  he 
cast  out  the  curse,"*  that  is,  the  moral  and  physical  effects 
of  that  sentence  which  God  pronounced  against  man  at  his 
iUl— ";utterly  and  for  ever."  That  this  is  one  of  the  great 
purposes  of  the  incarnation  may  be  proved  by  many  part^ 
of  Scripture — (see  EeV.  xxi.  2,  8,  4;  xxii.  8 ;  Matt  xix.  28 ; 
2  Pet  iii.  18 ;  Is.  Ixv.  17 ;  Ixvi.  22).  And  why  may  not 
ibis  be  the  purpose  referred  to  in  this  place? 

This  interpretation  gives  the  obvious  and  ftill  effect  to 
every  word  of  the  clause  under  consideration,  arid  har- 
monizes it  with  the  context  The  bruised  reed  and  the 
dimly-burning  flax  are  emblems  of  the  church  of  this  dis- 
pensation, or,  if  you  please,  of  the  members  composing  it 
His  church,  the  Bedeemer  will  preserve,  though  in  a  suffer- 
ing, oppressed,  afflicted  condition,  until  the  day  of  redemp- 
tion  {iii  iiMMfmf  Mwxvr(mrtmi)^  wheu  he  will  cast  out  of  the 
world  its  usurping  prince  (John  xii.  81 ;  Bev.  xx.  2,  8),  and 
the  curse  and  its  effects,  which  are  the  strength  of  his  power, 
and  make  all  things  new  (Rev.  xxL  5) — ^the  former  things-^ 
(those,  namely,  of  the  times  of  the  first  Adam,  or  the  dispen* 
sation  of  the  curse) — having  passed  away  (Bev.  xxi.  4). 
According  to  this  interpretation  of  the  passage,  the  eoooduM 
of  the  church  firom  the  state  of  depression  and  suffering  to 
glory  and  power  will  be  instantaneous,  like  that  of  its 
adorable  and  ever  glorious  Head  (see  Phil.  iii.  10 ;  John  xvi, 
88;  2  Tim.  iii  12). 

It  remains  to  explain  how  the  Evangelic  could  extract 
this  sense  firom  the  Heb.  original  DBtttt  »^ST^  tlttlsS-    The 


*  The  oaum  for  the  effect— no  miiiiiMl  figure  in  Scripture.     P&  er.  7 ;  1 
Chron.  zyL  14;  Pf.  zzzvi  6;  U.  zxyL  9;  Zeph.  ill  Iff. 
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feilowing  suggoBtiona  ooour :  The  LXX.  transUte  ^^  (in 
Hipb.)  by  f«^tfAA»  in  2  Ohron.  xxiii.  li,  and  xxix.  5«  16.  It 
maj  be  so  rendered  in  this  place  consistently  with  the  sense  in 
which  the  Svangelist  interpreted  the  rest  of  «tbe  phrase*  The 
article  (Ww  xfi/n*)  is  nsed  exegetically ,  that  is,  to  distinguish 
the  jadgment  (ijBXtt  »^''«)  intended  by  the  prophet,  from 
the  ordinary  punitive  judgments  of  OoiL  Zeph.  iii.  15  (see 
original  Hebrew)  is  full  authority  for  such  an  application  of 
mishfhoL  Zion's  judgments  are  taken  away  when  the  Lord 
appears  in  her  midst  She  sees  evil  no  more.  In  this 
respect  the  expression  of  the  Evangelist  is  more  precise 
thanthat  of  the  prophet.  One  use  of  the  article  in  Greek 
is  to  designate  an  object  of  which  there  is  but  one  (as  ••%•«, 
i  >f).  If  the  inspired  prophet  referred  to  that  first  great 
judicial  transaction,  by  which  dealh  and  all  physical 
0vils  entered  the  world,  marring  its  original  beauty  and 
excellence,  the  Evangelist  supplied  the  article  in  conformity 
with  this  rule..  Schott  (cited  by  Tboluck  on  John  i.  9)  has 
shown  that  r#  #A«if«,  in  the  evangelical  sense,  denotes  ^*  that 
which  may  be  depended  on  " — u  e,  things  staA)le,  permanent^ 
enduring,  not  destined  to  be  changed — ^a  sense  borrowed 
undoubtedly  from  the  Heb.  ^^  (aman)  which  signifies  fir- 
miiaSf  covatitutiofirma^  as  well  as  Veritas.  (See  Qussetins  ad 
vocem.)  The  allusion  of  the  prophet  then,  as  uuderstood  by 
the  Evangelist,  is  to  that  order  of  things  which  God  has  ap- 
pointed to  succeed  the  present ; — to  the  new  heavens  and 
sew  earth  which  shall  remain  (Is.  Ixvi  22).  The  heavens 
and  the  earth  which  now  are,  Qod  is  not  well  pleasied  witb« 
They  are  not  what  he  made  them.  Their  scheme  and 
fltshion  are  to  pass  away  {r9  rxm^  r«»  x^Tfunf  {T^vr*v)  in^yti, 
1  Ck>r.  vii.  SI ;  2  Pet.  iiL  10)  in  order  to  a  new  constitutiou 
of  all  things — a  wu^fyyturtm — which  will  never  be  shaken  or 
moved  (Heb.  xii.  26,  28).  To  this  grand  oonsununation 
these  woids  of  the  prophet  point,  and  so  do  the  words  of  the 
evangelist  Yet  tii  um%  is  not  a  transk»tion  of  t1)36(bi 
although,  as  connected  with  ixfUiku^  Ubib  expressions  of  the 
prophet  and  evangdist  are  equivalent  ;-*-beeau8e  the  per* 
petual  expulsion  of  the  curse  (n  v»r;«  >,  ^f^\  and  its  effects^ 
is  immediately  and  inseparably  connected  in  the  purpose  of 
God  with  that  new  order  or  constitution  of  things,  in  which 
there  shall  be  never  a  sin  nor  a  curse.   It  should  be  noticed, 
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also,  that  instead  of  the  adversative  «aa«  supplied  by  the 
LXX.,  the  evangelist  employs  itt%  if  to  denote  the  terminus 
ad  quem-^iki^  limit  or  result  to  which  the  Redeemer's  work 
is  tending — another  proof  that  we  are  to  regard  him  as  the 
inspired  interpreter  of  the  prophet,  rather  than  his  trans;* 
lator.  t 

After  all,  we  shall  not  enter  fully  into  the  conception  of 
the  evangelist,  unless  we  consider  together  those  two  great 
acts  of  Divine  judgment  which  mark,  so  to  speak,  the 
beginning  and  completion  of  the  mystery  of  redemption  (see 
Bev.  X.  7 ;  Rom.  v.  18,  6,  12).  In  one  sense  (and  just  so  &r 
as  the  redemption  shall  not  take  effect),  the  last  judgment  (« 
itfiTti  n  JivTtptt — «  Mfirti  f^ty^m  •Vt^-K,  Jude  6)  may  be  regard* 
ed  as  a  continuation  of  the  first — (n*  «^'ri«  «  wpmrn).  But 
why,  we  may  ask,  wa8  not  the^rsi  judgment  the ^noZ  judg- 
ment f  The  answer  is  found  in  the  purpose  of  redemption. 
God  dealt  not  with  sinning  man  as  he  did  with  the  angels 
who  kept  not  their  first  estate.  The  interposition  of  God 
the  Redeemer,  mitigated  and  suspended  the  effects  of  the 
curse  for  a  time,  in  respect  to  all  which  came  under  its 
power,  in  order  to  make  space  for  the  execution*of  the  pur- 
posed scheme  of  redemption.  Hence,  man  is  represented  in 
the  Scriptures  as  condemned  already,  as  dead,  as  lying 
under  ihe.wrath  of  God,  in  consequence,  or  as  the  effect  of 
this  first  judgment,  yet  withal  as  a  prisoner  of  hope.  The 
earth  itself,  too,  like  man,  its  rightful  lord^is  represented  as 
travailing  and  groaning  under  this  first  punitive  sentence 
(«  xf/r/f  9  9f^rn)j  yet  with  a  sure  hope  of  ultimate  deliverance 
(Rom.  viiL  21 — at  the  manifestation,  namely,  of  the  sons  of 
God).  ^The  future  judgment  (•  K^tm  «  itvttfm)  of  the  great 
day,  therefore,  will  be  to  all  the  redeemed,  both  of  men  and 
things,  a  day  of  joy  and  rejoicing, — a  day  of  deliverance, — 
indeed,  the  day  {^t^f^  ^wXvTfmrtmi)  of  completed  and  perfect 
redemption  from  the  power  of  Satan,  sin,  and  the  curse.  But 
to  all  not  effectually  brought  within  the  covenant  of  redemp- 
tion, it  will  be  a  day  of  wrath  no  longer  suspended  («>(f« 
«f>iK,  Rom.  ii.  5),  in  which  the  power  of  the  primeval  curse 
will  be  thenceforward  and  for  ever  felt  with  unmitigated 
severity,  aggravated  even  by  the  guilt  of  rejected  or  neglect- 
ed mercy ; — a  day  of  everlasting  banishment  and  expulsion^ 
together  with  Satan  and  all  Uie  effects  of  the  curse,  from  the 
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ledeemed  earth,  and  the  holy  oreation  of  God.  This  is  the 
aecond  death  spoken^of  by  John  (•  Itvrtf  «l«f«TH),  Rev.  xx. 
14— that  is,  a  repetition  of  that  sentence  of  death  origbally 
pronounced  against  man  at  his  fall  (Gen.  iii.  19 ;  iL  17),  and 
of  subjection  to  its  power  without  hope  of  deliverance. 
Hence,  the  event  denoted  by  th^  words  tV*  i*  ix/8«At  th  »Bck 
r»f  x^iVi»,  is  the  completed  redemption  of  the  world ;  the  out- 
ward manifestation  of  the  sons  of  God  (Rom.  viii.  19)  and 
their  translation  from  suffering  to  glory. 

One  suggestion  more :  To  comprehend  this  passage  fully, 
we  must  carefully  compare  the  Evangelist's  interpretation  of 
the  prophet  with  the  original  text,  and  in  doing  so  we  may 
asBome,  that  as  both  wrote  by  inspiration,  their  meaning  is 
the  same. 

The  word  judgment  (toft©>a)  occurs  ihrice  in  the  prophet, 
but  only  tiuice  in  the  Evangelist.  The  prophet  says  (v.  1), 
"he  shall  bring  forth  (fc^-^sv)  judgment  to  the  Gentiles," 
which  the  Evangelist  interprets  (»fiVif  r^t  tiunf  m^myYtxH^ 
'^he  shall  show  (that  is,  announce)  judgment  to  the  Gren* 
tales."  Again :  the  prophet  declares  (v.  8),  "  he  shall  bring 
forth  judgm'ent"  (same  words)  "  unto  truth"  (n)afc<b)  which 
tlie  Evangelist  interprets  (f#c  m  ixfUOifi  tU  n»H  rif  xfirit) 
''  until  he  cast  out  entirely  and  for  ever  the  judgment,"  i.  c 
m  explained,  the  effects  of  the  curse.  Finally ;  the  proi^iet 
says,  ^'  he  shall  not  fail  nor  be  discouraged  (<-t9)  tdl  be  have 
set  (cPtD^  ^-  ^'  firthly  established)  judgment  in  the  earth." 
This  clause  the  Evangelist  does  not  quote;  but  he  transfers 
the  Heb.  particle  {tiU)  from  it  to  the  preceding  clause, 
because  that  clause,  as  expressed  by  him  with  this  particb 
in  connexion,  condenses  the  sense  of  both. 

This  will  be  apparent  if  we  understand  the  word  judg- 
ment as  denoting  one  or  the  other  of  those  great  acts  oif  the 
Divine  gpvernment,  already  spoken  of,  to  wit,  either  that 
which  took  place  at  the  fall  of  man,  when  the  kingdom  of 
God  was  withdrawn  and  the  reign  of  sin,  Satan,  and  the 
curse  began ;  or  that  which  shall  hereafter  take  place,  by  the 
effect  of  which  the  earth  shall  be  purged  from  the  pollu- 
tion of  sin  and  the  kingdom  of  God  be  restored.  (Matk 
vi.  10.) 

To  announce  judgment  to  the  Gentiles  in  the  first  of  these 
senses  is  to  show  them  the  origin  and  nature  of  skn^  the  con* 
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dition  of  mankind  aa  sinners,  and  the  wrath  of  God,  as  made 
manifest  in  the  condition  of  the  world  ever  since  the 
apostasy.  In  this  sense  we  understand  John  xvi.  8.  To 
preach  judgment  in  this  sense  and  the  means  of  escaping  it, 
is  nothing  less  than  to  preach  the  corruption  of  nature  and 
redemption  by  Jesus  Christ,  which  is  the  substance  of 
revealed  religion.  When,  therefore,  the  prophet  adds,  that 
the  Bedeemer  ''shall  not  &il  nor  be  discouraged  till  he 
have  set  or  firmly  established  judgment"  {%.  e.  judgment  in 
the  sense  secondly  above  explained)  in  the  earth,  he  means 
that  the  Bedeemer  will  carry  on  the  work  he  has  undertaken 
until  he  shall  make  it  absolutely  perfect  and  complete  in  the 
kingdom  of  Otod — i,  e.  until  ihere  shall  be  no  more  sin,  nor 
sorrow,  nor  death,  nor  curse,  but  all  things  shall  be  made 
new,  and  brought  under  the  headship  of  the  second  Adam. 
(See  Bev.  xxL  4,  5,  6 ;  xxii.  8.) 

The  idea  of  the  other  clause  of  the  prophet — ''  he  shall 
bring  forth  judgment  unto  truth "-^is  the  same:  For  the 
truth  intended  by  the  prophet  (as  has  been  shown)  is  that 
true  and  abiding  condition  of  things  the  Bedeemer  has 
undertaken  to  restore;  which  includes,  necessarily,  as  a  part 
of  it,  the  expulsion  of  Satan  and  the  curse.  The  idea  of 
both  clauses  then  being  the  same,  both  expressions  are  con* 
densed  by  the  Evangelist  in  the  words  under  consideration, 
which  he  is  aUe  to  do,  by  rendering  the  word  fe^'^X'^^  differ- 
ently in  the  successive  clauses  of  the  prophet  («ir«vyf  Af7, 
tlMfimMt)  according  to  the  event  predicted,  retaining,  however, 
the  particle  {^y  i'm)  in  order  to  denote  distinctly  the  limit 
or  ultimate  result  of  tha  Bedeemer's  work. 

John  XX.  17.  Touch  me  not — put  m^v  ikierm — ^for  I  have 
not  yet  ascended  to  my  Father — iW<»  yk^  attifiifiimm  itf$§  r^f 

Oreat  liberties  have  been  taken  in  the  interpretation  q% 
this  passage  by  commentators,  both  Bomanist  and  Pro- 
testant Yet  the  sense  of  the  words  is  very  obvious.  The 
difficulty  is  to  reconcile  the  reason  of  the  prohibition — (fi>r 
I  have  not  yet  ascended,  &c.)-^with  the  fact  that  the  Lord, 
a  short  time  after,  allowed  the  women,  returning  from  the 
sepulchre,  to  hold  him  by  the  feet  (Matt,  xxviii.  0).  Yet 
he  did  not  ascend,  it  is  supposed,  until  forty  days  idfter  his 
resurrection.    In  the  meantime  he  Aot  only  allowed  the  dia^ 
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eiplcs  to  touch  him,  but  commanded  them  to  do  so.     (Luke 
zxiv.  89.    John  xx.  25.) 

This  difficulty  is  usually  got  rid  of  by  rejecting  the  literal 
sense,  and  substituting  another  which  the  words  do  not 
naturally  bear.  Thus :  **  Cling  not  to  me — spend  no  more 
time  with  me  in  joyful  gratulations.  For  I  am  not  going 
immediafdy  to  ascend^  Ac  Non  statim  ctacendo— ad/me 
versor  in  terris— You  will  have  several  opportunities  of 
seeing  me  again.  But  go  to  my  brethren  and  tell  them  («ni* 
/B«iM»)  that  I  shall  depart  to  my  Father  and  your  Father, 
&c.,  &C. 

This  paraphrase  converts  the  present  and  perfect  tenses  (^ 
atrnfitufM  into  the  future,  and  assigns  to  iwvpuu  a  sense  which 
ekewhere  it  does  not  bear.  (See  Matt  viii.  8,  16 ;  iz.  20, 
21,  29;  xiv.  86;  xvii.  7;  xx.  84.  Mark  i.  41;  iii.  10;  v. 
27,  28,  80,  81;  vi.  56;  vii.  88;  viii.  22.  Luke  v.  18;  vl  . 
19;  vii.  14,  89;  viiL  44,  45,  46,  47;  xviii.  15;  xxii.  51.) 
See  also  Canne,  Brown,  Blaney,  Scott,  Townsend,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Diodati,  Jaitsenius,  Bengel,  Lamy,  Chemnitz,  Critid 
Sacri,  &c.)  However  much  the  commentators  differ  in  the 
sense  they  extract  from  the  words,  ihey  very  generally  agree 
in  rejecting  the  literal  sense.  The  following  suggestion  pro- 
ceeds upon  the  assumption  that  the  literal  sense,  as  rendered 
in  the  English  version,  gives  the  true  reason  of  the  prohibi- 
tion,  **  Touch  me  not" 

The  High  Priest  of  the  Levitical  economy  was  a  type  of 
Christ.  He  only,  of  all  the  priests,  went  into  the  holy  place 
once  a  year,  and  then  not  without  blood.  (Levit  xvi  8. 
Exod.  XXX.  10.  Heb.  ix.  7, 12.)  aNo  person  was  to  be 
with  him  in  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation  on  the  great 
day  of  expiation.  (Lev.  xvi.  17.)  Preparatory  to  the 
solemnities  of  that  day,  the  High  Priest  was  removed  fit>m 
^s  house  and  fsimily  seven  days  before,  lest  he  should  con- 
tract a  defilement,  which  would  incur  a  seven  days'  unclean- 
ness,  and  so  be  disqualified  for  that  solemn  occasion.  On 
the  day  of  atonement  he  purified  himself  with  water  before 
he  entered  on  his  duties  (Levit  xvi.  4),  and  one  reason  why 
XK>  person  was  permitted  to  be  with  him  in  the  tabernacle  at 
that  time  was  (it  is  probable),  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
ceremonial  or  actual  pollution,  even  by  the  slightest  toodi 
of  any  of  the  people  for  whom  he  was  officiating.    Other 
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reasons  are  suggested  by  Scott,  Henry,  and  Bush,     See 
Grotius  and  Owen*s  works,  vol.  i.  pp.  249-250. 

Now,  the  whole  of  this  ceremonial  was  typical  of  the 
sacrificial  work  of  our  Lord;  and  when  he  appeared  to 
Mary,  he  was,  so  to  speak,  midway  in  the  action  of  making 
that  atonement,  which  the  Le^tical  ceremony  and  the  High 
Priest  prefigured.  He  (the  priest  and  the  victim)  had  been 
slain ;  his  blood  poured ;  but  he  had  not  yet  entered  within 
the  veil ;  that  is,  he  had  not  yet  entered  into  the  upper 
sanctuary,  of  which  the  earthly  was  a  type.  He  had  not 
yet  (using  our  Lord's  own  words)  ascended  to  the  Father. 
Hence  the  prohibition — "Touch  me  not."  The  type  must 
be  fulfilled  in  all  points,  and  in  this  as  well  as  in  others. 

Having  thus  exhibited  himself  to  Mary,  he  gives  her  a 
message  to  his  brethren,  quite  different  from  that  he  gave 
soon  after  to  the  women  returning  from  the  sepulchre. 
(Matt,  xxviii.  10,  7 ;  Mark  xvi.  7.)  "  Go  to  my  brethren 
and  say  to  thenn,  T  ascend  to  my  Father  and  your  Father, 
and  to  my  God  and  your  God."  The  Evangelist  does  not 
inform  us  how,  or  how  soon,  he  disappeared  from  the  view 
of  Mary ;  but  we  have  no  warrant  for  supposing  that  he 
remained  any  time  after  he  gave  her  this  message.  The 
only  ground  we  have  for  any  opinion  upon  this  question  is, 
his  own  word  to  Mary,  "  I  ascend,"  if»«/8«i»# — statim  ascendo 
— "  I  am  now  on  the  point  of  ascending  to  my  Father,"  or 
in  the  act  of  entering  within  the  veil,  to  perfect  (or  oom- 
plete)  that  atonement^  which  was  prefigured  by  the  action 
of  the  High  Priest  on  the  day  of  expiation."  Having  thus  • 
spoken  to  Mary*  {miparrm  »yfMrf  «*'  iwmK,  Luke  xxiv.  81),  he  ^ 
ceased  to  be  seen  by  her. 

Having  ascended,  he  appeared  soon  afterwards  (Mmrk 
xvi*  9),  to  the  women  returning  from  the  sepulchre  (Matt, 
xxviii.  9),  and  then  again  to  Peter,  and  again  to  the  two 
disciples  going  to  Emmaus,  and  afterwards  to  the  eleven  on 
the  evening  of  the  same  day.  These  appearanees,  it  is  sug- 
gested,  were  all  from  heaven,  except  the  first  to  Mary,  and 
so  were  all  the  other  appearances  duipg  the  forty  dajrs. 

It  is  commonly  tak^i  for  granted,  that  our  Lord's  first 
ascension  was  vwlhU.  Hence  it  is  inferred,  that  he  remained 
on  earth  forty  days  after  bis  work  of  humilii^ion  and  suf* 
fering  was  finished,  for  the  pttrpose  of  qualifying  his  disci- 
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pies  to  be  eye-witnefises  of  the  fact  of  his  resnrreciion.  Yet 
on  the  evening  of  the  day  of  his  resurrection,  he  spoke  of 
himself  to  his  disciples,  as  being  no  longer  with  them  (Lojze 
zxiv.  44).  Locally  he  was  with  them  at  that  time,  but  only 
as  he  was  with  Abraham  in  the  plain  of  Mamre  (Gen* 
xviii.  1).-  Why  should  his  /tscension  be  delayed,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  his  risen  body  to  his  disciples?  (Acts 
X.  40,  41 ;  Luke  xxiv.  89,  40,  42,  43 ;  John  xx.  25 ;  Acts  L 
3.)  Why  may  we  not  believe  that  he  appeared  to  them 
each  time  firom  heaven,  as  afterwards  he  did  to  Paul?  Is 
there  any  text,  which  proves  that  his  risen  body  was  locally 
confined  to  the  earth  during  all  this  time? 

The  reason  why  his  last  ascension  was  visible,  is  explained 
by  the  angels  (Acts  i.  11).  It  was  to  teach  the  disciples  a 
great  lesson  imperfectly  understood  by  them,  in  the  most 
impressive  manner  (see  John  xvi.  17),  as  well  as  to  apprise 
them  that  he  would  no  more  appear  in  their  midst  at 
unawares;  but  that  his  next  visible  appearance  would  be 
in  fulfilment  of  his  own  prediction  (Luke  xxi.  27 ;  see  Dan« 
vii.  13),  which  would  occur  according  to  the  manner  of  his 
ascension.  Of  this  fact  (viz.  his  ascension)  they  were  to 
be  eye-vnlnesses,  and  as  such,  to  proclaim  and  attest  it  (Acts 
it  35).    But  to  return  to  the  passage  under  consideration : — 

It  is  possible,  that  inadequate,  and  even  low  conceptions 
of  the  Saviour's  power,  have  had  some  influence  upon  the 
common  interpretation  of  this  verse.  Insensibly  we  are 
influencidd  by  the  idea  of  dyfficuUy  and  diskmce^  as  though 
it  would  require  ^or^and  lapse  of  time  even  for  the  Saviour 
to  ascend  to  or  return  from  the  throne  of  hi|  Father.  Such 
impressions,  if  they  exist,  are  erroneous.  We  cannot| 
indeed,  conceive  adequately  of  the  attributes  with  which  our 
Lord  has  invested  his  glorified  humanity.  But  we  know 
that  it  is  the  tabemade  of  his  omnipotence — ^the  most  won- 
derful, the  most  perfect  work  of  his  Almighty  power  and 
infinite  skill  It  is  neither  unscriptural  nor  unreasonable  to 
believe,  that  he  who  gave  to  light  its  velocity  and  to  eleo* 
tricity  its  strength,  ii|puld  impart  to  his  glorified  humanity 
powers  immeasurably  greater,  yea  so  great  as  to  make  it  the 
fit  instrument  of  his  infinite  purposesL  To  him,  the  univerae 
of  worlds  is  accessible  at  his  will,  and  its  remotest  extremes 
but  as  the  a^acent  apartments  of  his  Father's  house  (John 
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xiv.  2 ;  Heb.  iii.  4;  John  xvi.  28 ;  iii.  13 ;  Pro  v.  xxx.  4). 
Who  that  believes  the  Scriptures  can  doubt  that  the  Saviour 
can  at  bis  pleasure  appear  at  anj  moment,  in  any  part  of  the 
universe  he  governs  ? 

This  thought,  no  doubt,  filled  Paul's  mind  when  he 
exhorted  the  Philippians  to  moderation  bj  the  considera- 
tion (Phil.  iv.  6;  •  xuffi  lyyi»«),  "Th^Lord  is  near."  He 
is  near ;  because  at  the  instant  (sooner  than  we  can  think 
the  thought),  he  can  stand  visibly  at  our  side,  or  appear  in 
the  clouds  of  heaven,  if  such  be  his  will.  Why  then  may 
we  not  receive  the  words  he  addressed  to  Mary  Magdalene 
in  their  obvious  sense  ?  To  ascend  to  the  Father — ^to  enter 
within  the  veil^ — to  enter  the  upper  sanctuary,  required  of 
him  not  time,  not  effort,  but  only  the  will  to  do  so.  To 
pass  from  thence  to  the  women  returning  from  the  sepul- 
chre, was  to  him  no  more  than  to  pass  from  the  sepulchre 
to  the  place  where  he  met  them.  Time,  space,  distance,  all 
the  entities  and  powers  of  nature  are  literaJly  of  no  account 
to  him,  with  whom  to  will  is  to  do. 

Yet  glorious  and  powerful,  beyond  all  comparison  with 
createAnatures,  as  is  the  glorified  humanity  of  our  Lord,  the 
apostles  teach  us,  that  it  is  the  pattern  to  which  he  will 
conform  the  risen  bodies  of  his  elect  (Philip,  iii.  21 ;  1  John 
iii.,  2).  This  (we  may  add)  is  that  Divine  nature  to  which 
the  apostle  Peter  refers,  whereof  he  says,  the  sons  of  Qod 
shall  be  partakers,  when  they  shall  be  received  into  the 
everlasting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ 
(2  Pet.  i.  4, 11 ;  see  Eph.  i.  19-28 ;  iii.  18-20 ;  1  Cor.  ii. 
9).  Can  any  order  of  creatures  be  above  those  who  shall 
wear  the  same  body  as  the  incarnate  Saviour? 

2  Pet  i  20,  21.  "  Knowing  this  first" — ^bearing  it  always 
in  mind  as  a  first  principle — "that  no  prophecy  of  the 
Scripture" — as  to  its  principal  intent — "  is  of  any  private 
interpretation,"  &c. 

Were  not  these  verses  added  for  the  purpose  of  excluding 
an  inference,  which  an  incautious  reader  might  otherwise 
derive  from  the  comparison  the  apostle  makes  in  the  pre- 
ceding verse?  "We  have  also  a  more  sure>" — (that  is,  a 
more  permanent  or  less  transient  proof  of  the  Divine  son* 
ship  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  of  his  heirship  of  the  ever- 
lasting kingdom  (v.  11)  than  was  fhrnished  by  the  trans- 
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figuration  of  which  I  have  spoken  (vs.  16, 17, 18),  namely, 
the — ''  word  of  prophecy  wherunto  ye  do  well  that  ye  take 
heed  as  unto  a  light" — rather  lamp — '<  that  shineth  in  a  dark 
place,"  &0. 

The  apoede  here  likens  the  believer  to  a  person  groping 
in  some  dark,  squalid  {^Xf^^)  place, — a  catacomb  or  sub- 
terraneous cavern  it  Inay  be— holding  in  his  hand  a  lighted 
lamp,  by  taking  heed  to  which  he  may  avoid  the  dangers 
and  pollutions  of  the  place.  To  such  a  means  of  safety  and 
guidance,  he  compares  prophecy,  and  it  answers  that  end 
(see  Luke  xxi.  28-84).  But,  lest  the  reader  should  carry 
the  comparison  too  far,  and  pervert  or  lose  sight  of  the 
general  intent  and  scope  of  the  prophecies  by  confining 
them  to  such  uses,  the  apostle  adds  the  caution  in  the  20th 
and  21st  verses;  as  if  he  had  said,  ''But  you  must  always 
bear  it  in  mind,  that  no  prophecy  of  the  Scripture  is  to  be 
regarded  as  primarily  or  principally  designed  for,  or  appli- 
cable to  such  a  use.  For  prophecy,  as  to  its  chief  intent^ 
is  to  be  compared  rather  to  a  heavenly  luminary  which 
shines  for  worlds,  than  to  a  lamp,  which  shines  only 
for  him  who  bears  it.  Prophecy  belongs  to  a  vast  scheme, 
which  God,  its  author,  only  can  fully  comprehend.  Thus 
understood,  the  connexion  of  thought  is  apparent,  and  the 
verses  under  consideration,  while  they  guard  against  a  per- 
version of  the  figure,  declare  a  truth  of  vast  import  for 
general  instruction. 

The  meaning  of  Him  l^tx^ntu  is  suggested  by  the  context 
thus  explained: — Although  prophecy  may  be  ihm>t  mfiMtmi 
(like  a  lamp),  it  is  not  Ittmn  ivtxirtmn  because  it  is  pervaded 
by  the  mind  of  God; •it  partakes  of  the  largeness  of  his 
designs,  and  like  the  sun,  sheds  its  rays  on  worlds  and 
systems  of  worlds  far  beyond  our  ken. 

Matt.  XX.  28.    But  to  sit  on  my  right  hand  and  on  my 

left — iox  Ifrrif  9fU9  ttSfui — is  not  mine  to  give— «AA*  •U  irtiiutrrm 

u%\  r§p  war^H  fimf — ^but  it  shoU  be  given  to  them  for  whom  it  is 
prepared  of  my  Father. 

,  In  the  parable  of  the  nobleman  (Luke  xix.  11-27),  our 
Lord  represents  himeslf  as  the  sovereign  arbiter  of  the 
rewards  of  his  kingdom ;  and  many  passages  of  Scripture 
may  be  cited  to  prove  that  all  power,  all  judgment  is  com- 
mitted unto  him  as  the  Son  (John  v.  22,  27;  Matt,  xxviil 
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18 ;  John  zviL  2 ;  xiii.  8).  Tet,  in  the  administration  of 
his  kingdom  he  will,  no  doubt,  act  strictly  in  conformity 
with  the  IHvine  purposes.  And  this,  it  is  suggested,  is  the 
only  limitation  intended  by  our  Lord  in  his  answer  to  the 
mother  of  James  and  John  above  quoted.  Adopting  this 
view,  we  should  strike  out  the  interpolated  words,  ^^  it  shall 
be  given,"  and  read  thus : — "  is  not  mine  to  give  but  (or 
except)  to  them  for  whom  it  has  been  prepared  by  my 
Father." 

The  Yulgate  is,  "  Non  meum  est  dare  vobis  'sed  quibus 
paratum  est  a  patre  meo ''  The  version  of  Erasmus  runs 
thus : — "  Non  meum  est  dare,  sed  iis  corUinget  quibus  para- 
tum est  ^  patre  meo."  Montanus  is  more  literal : — '^  Non 
est  meum  dare  sed  quibus  paratum  est  a  patre  meo."  T^ 
translation  of  Fabricius  from  the  Syriac,  is  thus: — "Non 
meum  est  ut  dem,  nisi  us,  quibus  paratum  est  a  patre  meo," — 
"  is  not  mine  to  give  except  to  those  for  whom  it  is  prepared 
by  my  Father"  (Murdock).  Gilbert  Wakefield  gives  the 
same  sense.  Diodati  interpolates  the  words,  "  but  it  shall  he 
given,^^  &a  (ma  sard  dato  a  coloro),  which  agrees  with  the 
authorized.  English  version.  But  this  seems  contrary  to 
Bev.  iii.  21,  and  Matt.  xix.  28,  and  the  other  passages 
above  cited.  The  particle  «aa*  is  sometimes  used  by  the 
LXX.  in  the  sense  o{  except  (Numb.  xxxv.  83 ;  Dan.  ii.  11 ; 
see  Mark  iv.  22 ;  2  Cor.  v.  4). 

Philo. 


Art.  III. — ^Thb  Laws  of  Symb(jlization,  and  their 
Results  in  Interpretation. 

Wb  shall  allege  one  or  two  other  examples,  in  which  com- 
mentators, while  construing  agents  as  standing  for  agents, 
still  disregard  the  law  of  a  general  resemblance,  and  assume 
that  some  single  point  of  likeness,  real  or  imaginary,  is  the 
sole  ground  on  w]|)ch  the  symbol  is  used.  The  construc- 
tion oflen  put  on  the  binding  of  Satan,  Bev.  xx.  1-8,  is 
an  example  of  it 

'*  And  I  saw  an  angel  descending  from  heaven,  having  the 
key  of  the  abyss,  and  a  great  chain  in  his  hand.    And  he 
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seized  the  dragon,  the  old  serpent,  who  is  the  devil  and 
Satan,  and  bound  him  a  thousand  years,  and  cast  him  into 
the  abyss,  and  shut  and  set  a  seal  on  him,  that  he  should 
not  deceive  the  nations  any  more,  until  the  thousand  yean 
should  be  finished.  And  after  them  he  must  be  loosed  a 
short  time." 

There  are  writers  who,  though  they  interpret  the  agents 
in  this  passage  as  denoting  agents,  and  hold  that  Satan  re- 
presents himself,  yet  maintain  that  his  binding  and  imprison* 
ment  are  not  prophetic  of  the  absolute  interception  of  his 
tempting  influence  on  the  nations,  but  only  of  its  diminu- 
tion and  circumscription  within  narrow  limits.  Thus  Mr. 
Faber  says : — 

"/With  respect  to  that  binding  of  Satan  which  immediately  pre* 
I  cedes  the  Millennium,  it  must  plainly  be  considered  as  a  transaction 
not  visible  to  human  eyes. 

"  The  power  of  the  evil  spirit  being  effectually  restrained  through 
the  well-nigh  universal  prevalence  of  genuine  religion,  perhaps  also 
his  seductive  influence  being  specially  coerced  by  the  direct  though 
unseen  interference  of  the  Almighty,  be  is  said^  by  an  easy  and  nat- 
ural image^  to  be  chained  fast  in  ih^  poetical  and  central  prison  of  the 
great  oceanic  abyss ;  an  abode,  the  notion  of  which  is  familiar  alike 
to  the  pagan  bards  and  the  inspired  writers." — Calendar  of  Prophecy^ 
vol.  iii.  p.  332. 

He  thus  treats  Satan  as  the  agent  who  is  to  be  ihe  subject 
of  the  acts  denoted  by  his  binding  and  imprisonment;  and 
exhibits  the  angel  who  binds  and  imprisons  him,  as  symbol- 
izing either  the  influence  of  religion,  or  "the  interference" 
of  the  Almighty,  in  which  they  are  contemplated  as  agents; 
while  the  import  he  ascribes  to  the  binding  and  imprison- 
ment falls  wholly  below  its  real  meaning.  His  construction, 
indeed,  except  that  he  exhibits  Satan  as  the  subject  of  the 
binding  and  incarceration,  is  mistaken,  and  inconsistent  in 
the  extreme  with  the  laws  of  symbolization.  What  can 
be  more  inapt  or  absurd,  than  to  represent  "  the  well  nigh 
universal  prevalence  of  genuine  religion,!^  as  the  cause  of  the 
diminution  of  Satan's  templing  influence  ?  It  is  like  assign- 
ing the  universal  prevalence  of  good  crops,  as  the  cause,  that 
there  are  no  droughts,  mildews,  blights,  frosts,  destructive 
tempests,  or  mischievous  insects ;  or  alleging  the  universal 
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prevalence  of  health  as  the  reason  that  there  are  n6  pesti-^ 
lences  nor  deaths.  Why  is  it  that  there  are  no  fatal  epi- 
dearies  ?  Why  is  it  that  neither  droughty  frost,  insects,  nor 
any  of  the  other  numerous  causes  that  prevent  the  growth  of 
orops,  are  in  activity  ?  The  reason  of  the  non-existence 
of  those  antagonistic  forces  lies  back  of  the  health  and  crops, 
of  which  that  non-existence  is  a  condition.  In  like  man- 
ner, why  is  it  that  there  is  to  be  a  "  well  nigh  universal 
prevalence  of  genuine  religion  ?"  Is  not  one  of  the  reasons 
to  be  that  Satan  is  to  be  withheld  by  incarceration  from  pre* 
venting  it  by  his  deceptive  influences  ?  The  conversion  of 
the  nations  is  to  be  consequenMal  on  his  being  bound,  and 
intercepted  from  tempting  them ;  not  his  being  bound  and 
imprisoned,  consequential  on  their  conversion.  If  otherwise, 
how  is  it  that  the  renewed  revolt  of  the  nations,  after  the 
thousand  years,  is  to  be  consequential  on  his  being  released 
from  the  abjrss,  and  going  forth  again  to  deceive  them  7 

He  is  in  an  equal  error  in  interpreting  the  angel  who '' seizes 
and  binds  Satan,"  as  representing  the  Almighty  exerting  an 
"  unseen  influence."  Such  a  creature  has  no  adaptation  to 
represent  the  Almighty  by  whose  command  he  acted ;  nor 
has  his  really  and  visibly  seizing,  binding,  and  casting  Satan 
into  an  abyss,  any  adaptation  to  symbolize  an  invisible  in- 
fluence on  him.  It  is  inconsistent  also  with  the  principle  on 
which  Mr.  Faber  interprets  Satan  as  the  symbol  of  himsel£ 
If  Satan  represents  himself  in  being  bound  and  cast  into  an 
abyss,  why  should  not  the  angel  who  binds  him  and  hurls  him 
into  the  abyss,  be  taken  as  representing  himself  in  those  acts? 

Mr.  Faber's  representation  that  Satan  is  merely  ^^said  by 
an  easy  and  natural  image  to  be  chained  fast  in  the  poetic 
col  and  central  prison  of  the  great  oceanic  abyss,"  is  another 
instance  of  the  inconsiderate  manner  in  which  he  sets  aside 
the  symbols  of  the  prophecy,  when  they  stand  in  the  way  of 
his  constructions.  There  is  no  metaphorical  expression  in 
the  passage.  There  is  no  mere  poetical  or  imaginary 
abyss  mentioned  in  it.  The  prophet  says,  he  saw  the  angel 
de0cending  from  heaven,  having  the  key  of  the  abyss,  and  a 
chain  in  his  hand ;  and  he  seized  the  dragon,  who  is  the 
devil  and  Satan,  and  bound  him  a  thousand  years,  and  cast 
him  into  the  abyss,  and  shut  and  set  a  seal  on  him,  that  he 
should  not  deceive  the  nations  any  more,  till  released  at  the 

VOL.  VII.— NO.  rv.  87 
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end  of  the  thousand  years.  The  binding,  acoordinglj,  die 
abyss,  the  casting  of  Satan  into  it,  and  the  shutting  the 
entrance  and  sealing  it,  were  as  visible  to  the  prophety  and 
as  absolutely  real,  as  the  angel  descending  from  heaven,  the 
key,  the  chain,  and  Satan  himself  were.  To  assert,  therefore, 
that  Satan  was  merely  sadd  to  be  bound  with  a  chain  in  a 
poetical  prison,  is  in  effect  to  deny  that  the  chain,  the  bind- 
ing, the  abyss,  and  the  casting  into  it,  and  shutting  and 
sealing  its  gate,  were  seen  in  the  vision ;  and  thence,  to  turn 
ihem  from  symbols  into  mere  fancies,  and  divest  them  of 
their  prophetic  office. 

As  Mr,  Faber  thus  grossly  misconceives  the  nature  of 
several  of  the  symbols  of  the  vision,  so  he  misrepresents  that 
which  their  actions  denote.  To  maintain  that  the  absolute 
interception  of  Satan  from  access  to  the  nations  by  imprison- 
ment in  the  abyss,  from  which  they  are  excluded,  only  sig- 
nifies that,  though  he  still  has  as  free  access  to  the  scene 
which  they  occupy  as  he  before  had,  he  still  is  only  able  to 
exert  on  them  a  diminished  influence,  is  to  offer  the  grossest 
violation  to  the  symbol.  It  were  scarcely  a  more  flagrant 
contradiction  to  it,  to  assert,  that  it  signifies  no  diminution 
or  restraint  whatever  of  his  tempting  agency.  Mr.  Faber 
might  as  well  pretend  that  the  resurrection  of  the  holy  dead, 
vs.  4-6,  and  of  the  unholy,  vs.  12-16,  denotes  only  a  partial 
resurrection, — a  mere  diminution  of  the  power  of  death  over 
its  victims;  or  that  the  justification  of  the  righteous,  and 
condemnation  of  the  wicked,  are  but  partial,  and  leave  the 
one  in  a  measure  under  the  dominion  of  the  curse,  and  the 
other  free  in  a  degree  from  its  execution.  As  the  symbolic 
binding  and  confinement  in  the  abyss  were  a  total  intercep- 
tion of  Satan  from  tempting  the  nations,  so  his  exclusion 
from  their  presence,  and  confinement  to  another  scene,  which 
that  binding  and  punishment  represent^  must  constitute  a 
total  prevention  of  him  from  exerting  on  them  a  tempting 
agency  during  the  period  of  that  binding  and  banishment 

Mr.  Faber's  construction  is  thus  manifestly  mistaken. 
There  is  nothing  whatever  in  the  vision  that  yields  it  a  color 
of  truth ;  it  is  at  every  point  a  weak  and  absurd  contradic- 
tion of  it.  And  it  is  a  mistake  of  great  moment,  casting  a 
dark  shadow  over  the  future,  and  blotting  from  faith  and 
hope  the  most  precious  and  glorious  fealorai  of  the  great 
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purposes  of  mercy  which  God  has  revealed  towards  the 
world.  For  if  there  is  no  prediction  here  that  Satan  is  to  be 
banished  from  the  earth  daring  the  thousand  years,  and  pre- 
vented from  tempting  the  nations ;  if  there  is  nothing  more 
than  a  prophecy  that  he  is  to  be  put  under  a  measure  of 
restraint,  and  is  to  be  less  successful  in  his  plots  against 
Christ's  kingdom,  we  can  have  no  certainty  or  probability 
of  a  millennium  of  righteou^ess  and  peace ;  or  that  an  age 
is  ever  to  come  in  which  the  nations  will  be  essentially 
better  than  they  now  are.  For  whatever  reason  can  render 
it  incumbent  to  restrict  the  meaning  of  this  prophecy  within 
the  narrow  limits  which  Mr.  F.  assigns  to  it,  must  make  it 
equally  necessary  to  reduce  all  the  other  predictions  and 
promises  of  a  better  age  to  the  same  dimensions.  The  great 
announcements  accordingly  that  all  nations  shall  come  and 
worship  before  God ;  that  the  earth  shall  be  filled  with  the 
knowledge  of  him,  and  that  he  shall  dwell  with  men,  and 
that  the  curse  of  sorrow,  toil,  suffering,  and  death  shall  be 
removed,  sink  into  mere  predictions  that  a  large  jportion  of 
the  nations  will  worship  him,  that  they  will  have  a  greater 
knowledge  of  him,  and  that  there  will  be  less  suffering, 
sorrow,  and  death  1  But  not  only  is  all  prospect  of  the 
redemption  of  the  world  thus  extinguished,  but  all  certainty 
also  of  any  essential  improvement ;  for  who,  on  the  grounds 
on  which  Mr.  Faber  proceeds,  is  to  fix  the  limit  within 
which  the  tempting  agency  of  Satan  is  to  be  restrained  I  If 
his  being  chained  and  shut  within  the  abyss,  so  that  he 
has  no  access  to  the  nations,  signifies  only  that  he  is  to  be 
less-  at  large,  less  active  and  successful  in  his  malignant 
agency  than  before ;  who  can  tell  to  what  degree  his  activity 
and  influence  are  to  be  lessened?  There  can  be  no  means 
of  knowing  that  the  diminution  is  to  be  more  than  the  most 
slight  in  degree  and  duration.  The  whole  significance  of  the 
prophecy  is  smitten' out  of  it  by  his  construction,  and  it 
sinks  into  an  empty  and  deceptive  shadow.  The  prediction 
also,  V.  10,  that  soon  after  the  close  of  the  thousand  years, 
Satan  is  to  be  finally  and  for  ever  banished  ftom  the  earth 
and  confined  in  the  world  of  punishment,  is  emptied  in  like 
manner  of  all  its  meaning,  and  we  are  left  without  any 
assurance  that  the  race  is  not  for  ever  to  continue  under  bis 
malignant  agency.    For  if  bis  being  seized,  bound,  and 
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ahut  up  in  the  abyss,  so  that  he  cannot  deceive  the  nations, 
does  not  foreshow  that  he  is  to  be  debarred  from  access  to 
them  and  the  continued  and  successful  exercise  o&  them  of 
his  tempting  influence,  how  can  his  being  cast  into  the  lake 
of  flre  and  brimstone  to  be  tormented  for  ever,  make  it 
certain  that  he  is  not  still  to  roam  the  earth  through  the 
endless  years  of  his  torment,  tempt  its  population,  and  lead 
them  to  revolt  ?  Mr.  Faber's  arbitrary  interpretation  would 
thus  blot  from  the  sacred  page  ^very  assurance  of  a  better 
age,  and  consign  the  race,  through  the  endless  series  of  its 
generations,  to  the  thrall  of  Satan  and  of  death. 

Why  now  was  it  that  against  the  clearest  significance  of 
the  symbols,  and  without  a  solitary  reason  to  justify  it,  Mr, 
Faber  put  on  the  prophecy  this  fatal  misconstruction  ?  Un- 
doubtedly, because  he  regards  symbolization  as  founded  on 
nothing  more  than  a  slight  resemblance  in  a  single  parti- 
cular, between  the  representative  and  that  which  it  repre- 
sents, and  was  unaware  that  there  must  subsist  between  them 
a  general  correspondence  of  office,  condition,  agency,  and 
effects;  and  thence,  as  there  is  a  resemblance  between  abso- 
lutely precluding  Satan  firom  tempting  the  nations,  and  par- 
tially preventing  him  from  it,  he  maintained  that  the  latter 
is  all  that  his  symbolic  binding  and  imprisonment  can  be 
considered  as  foreshowing. 

It  is  on  the  same  ground  that  the  first  resurrection,  v.  4-8, 
is  interpreted  by  anti-millenarian  writers  generally  as  sym- 
bolizing a  mere  conversion  of  living  men. 

"And  I  saw  thrones;  and  they  sat  on  them;  and  judg- 
ment was  given  unto  them;  and  I  saw  the  souls  of  those  who 
had  been  beheaded  for  the  testimony  of  Jesus,  and  for  the 
word  of  God,  and  whoever  had  not  worshipped  the  wild 
beast,  nor  its  image,  and  had  not  received  the  mark  on  their 
forehead,  and  on  their  hand.  And  they  lived  and  reigned 
with  Christ  the  thousand  years.  But  the  rest  of  the  dead 
lived  not  until  the  thousand  years  should  be  finished.  This 
is  the  first  resurrection.  Blessed  and  holy  is  he  who  has 
part  in  tiie  first  resurrection.  Over  them  the  second  deaUi 
has  no  power ;  but  they  shall  be  priests  of  God  and  Christ, 
wd  shall  reign  with  him  a  thousand  years.  And  when  tiie 
thousand  years  shall  be  finished,  Satan  shall  be  loosed  from 
his  prison,  and  shall  go  forth  to  seduce  the  nations  which, 
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are  in  the  four  corners  of  the  earth,  Gog  and  Magog,  to 
gather  them  to  battle,  the  number  of  whom  is  as  the  sand  of 
the  sea." 

Mr.  Faber,  while  assuming  that  the  symbolic  persons  in 
this  vision  are  representative  of  persons,  yet  maintains  that 
the  resurrections  that  are  foreshown,  are  not  literal  like  the 
symbols,  but  merely  figurative  or  moral.  Thus,  after 
asserting  that  there  is  no  Scriptural  ground  for  expecting 
the  literal  second  advent  of  Christ  at  the  commencement  of 
the  millennium,  he  affirms,  that  in  this  passage-^ 

"  We  are  first  taught  that  those  who  were  beheaded  for  the  testi- 
moDy  of  Jesus,  lived  and  reigned  with  Christ  a  thousand  years ;  and 
we  are  next  taught  in  immediate  consecution,  that  the  rest  of  the 
dead  lived  not  again  until  the  thousand  years  were  finished  :  whenee 
of  course  it  follows,  that  so  soon  as  the  thousand  years  are  finished, 
the  rest  of  the  dead  do  live  again. 

"These  two  particulars  being  thus  uninterruptedly  set  forth  in  one 
and  the  same  passage,  and  heing  thus  evidently  foretold  in  direct 
mutual  relation,  must,  according  to  the  rules  of  good  composition,  be 
interpreted  homogeneoutly  ;  that  is  to  say,  of  whatever  nature  the  on« 
resurrection  is,  whether  literal  or  figurative^  of  that  same  nature 
must  also  be  the  other  resunection. 

"  Now,  the  resurrection  of  the  rest  of  the  dead  takes  place,  we  are 
told,  at  the  end  of  the  thousand  years.  But  the  end  of  the  thousand 
years  is  not  the  end  of  the  world.  On  the  contrary,  the  thousand 
years  are  followed  in  regular  suocessioo,  first,  by  the  liberation  ef 
Satan ;  next,  by  his  going  out  to  deceive  the  nations  which  are  tlien 
existing  in  the  four  (quarters  of  t)ie  js^h ;,  next,  by.  the  forp^tipn  of 
the  confederacy  of  Gog  and  Magog,  out  of  those  thus  deceived 
nations;  next,  by  the  going  up  of  the  confederacy  to  compass  the 
holy  city  :  next,  by  the  miracidous  destruction  of  that  confederacj^ 
through  fire  from  heaven ;  and  then  at  length,  after  the  lapse  of  some 
undefined  period  subsequent  to  the  destruction  of  the  confederacy  by 
the  ultimate  universal  judgment  of  the  resuscitated  dead,  both 
small  and  great,  at  the  literal  second  advent  of  Christ,  and  at  the 
final  consummation  of  all  things,  llierefore,  what  is  called  the 
resurrection  of  the  rest  of  the  dead,  occurring  as  it  does  only  at  the 
end  of  the  thousand  years,  and  long  before  the  final  consummation  of 
all  things,  cannot  be  the  literal  resurrection  of  the  dead,  both  small 
and  great,  both  from  the  sea  and  from  Hades.  .  .  But  if  it  cannot  be 
the  literal  resurrection  at  the  literal  day  of  univenal  judgment,  it 
must  be  a  fignrative  leenmealaoa  before  *the  litaral  day  of  undvezsal 
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judgment  Otherwise,  what  is  a  palpable  coniradictioD,  we  shall 
make  two  gmeral  and  literal  resurrections :  the  one  general  resur- 
rection at  the  end  of  the  thousand  years ;  the  other  genefal  resurrec- 
tion at  some  undefined  epoch  subsequent  to  the  destruction  of  Gog 
and  Magog. 

^  The  resurrection,  then,  of  the  rest  of  the  dead,  at  the  end  of  the 
thousand  years,  has  been  shown,  by  the  very  necessity  of  its  colloca- 
tion, to  be  figurative.  But  homogeneity  requires  that  the  two  resur- 
rections, the  one  at  the  end,  the  other  at  the  beginning  of  the 
thousand  years,  should  be  similarly  understood  and  interpreted. 
Therefore,  the  resurrection  of  the  martyrs,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
thousand  years,  must  be  a  purely  J^ra^tve  resurrection  also." — 
Sacred  Calendar^  vol.  iii.,  pp.  833-334. 

He  tbus  regards  the  subjects  of  these  resurrections  as 
human  persons ;  and  yet  interprets  the  events  denoted  by 
the  resurrections  themselves,  as  bearing  to  them  no  general 
analogy,  but  only  a  faint  resemblance  in  a  single  relation. 
The  utter  ^rror,  however,  of  his  construction,  is  apparent 
from  many  considerations. 

In  the  first  place,  he  does  not  profess  to  found  it  on  the 
nature  of  the  symbols;  but  on  the  fact,  first,  that  the  two 
resurrections  are  revealed  in  the  same  passage^  which  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question  what  it  is  that  they  repre- 
sent; and  next,  on  the  arbitrary  and  fistlse  assumption  that 
the  revolt  of  Gog  and  Magog,  which  Satan  prompts  after  his 
release,  is  the  event  denoted  by  the  resurrection  of  the  rest 
of  the  dead ;  on  the  ground  that  it  took  place  immediately 
on  the  close  of  the  thousand  years.  The  meaning  which  he 
assigns  to  the  resurrections,  thus,  is  not  founded  at  all  on 
their  nature  as  symbols,  but  is  the  work  of  his  false  and 
preposterous  logic.  This  is  his  usual  method,  indeed,  of 
determining  the  import  of  the  visions,  and  it  leads  him 
into  the  most  palpable  and  fatal  errors. 

In  the  second  place:  I^  as  he  alleges,  the  fiict  that  a 
space  of  some  length,  we  know  not  how  great,  perhaps 
thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  years — is  to  intervene  between  the  end 
of  the  thousand  years  and  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  from 
the  grave  and  the  sea,  is  a  proof  that  that  is  not  the  resnr- 
TOction  of  the  rest  of  the  dead  foretold  v.  6 ;  then  the  ftot 
that  a  space  is  to  intervene  between  the  end  of  the  thousand 
years  and  the  revolt  of  the  nations,  is  an  equal  proof  that 
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that  revolt  cannot,  as  Mr.  F.  maintains,  be  the  event  denoted 
by  the  reaurreotion  of  the  rest  of  the  dead.  For  a  period  is 
as  clearly  to  intervene  between  Satan's  release  and  going 
forth  to  seduce  the  nations,  and  the  time  of  their  actually 
uniting  in  a  formal  revolt  It  is  to  contradict  the  nature  of 
men  to  suppose  that  Satan  can,  in  the  first  moment  or  hour 
or  day  of  his  release,  address  his  tempting  agency  to  a  large 
body  of  nations,  and  seduce  them  instantaneously  to  rebel- 
lion. Who  are  the  parties  who  are  thus  to  apostatize?  They 
cannot  be  persons  who  have  been  renewed,  and  lived 
obediently  down  to  the  moment  of  Satan's  assailing  them 
with  his  tempting  influences.  That  were  contradictory  to 
the  great  law  of  God's  administration,  that  all  whom  he 
renews  and  sanctifies,  he  justifies  and  saves.  But  how  can 
they  grow  up  to  maturity  unsanctified,  unless  they  are  bom 
after  the  close  of  the  thousand  years,  when  the  Spirit  of 
Ch>d  will  no  longer  renew  all  who  come  into  life,  as  in  the 
millennia]  age,  but  leave  the  hosts,  at  least,  of  Gog  and 
Magog,  to  grow  up  under  Satan's  baleful  influence  in  impe- 
nitence, and  at  length  unite  in  war  on  the  camp  of  the 
saints?  But  that  would  require  a  space  of  thirty  or  forty 
years,  and  separate  the  revolt  very  nearly  as  far,  there  is 
reason  to  believe,  from  the  termination  of  the  thousa4d 
years,  as  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  from  the  grave  and 
the  sea  is  to  be. 

In  the  third  place :  But  his  construction  is  contradictory, 
in  the  utmost  degree,  to  the  symbols,  and  cannot  be  main- 
tained on  any  ground.  The  revolt  of  Gog  and  Magog,  and 
their  going  up  on  the  £ice  of  earth  and  encompassing  the 
camp  of  the  saints  and  the  beloved  city,  are  symbolic  acts; 
and  must,  therefore,  either  represent  acts  like  themselves,  or 
else  acts  of  a  different  but  analogous  nature.  But  if  they 
symbolize  acts  like  themselves,  then  plainly  they  do  not 
symbolize  a  resurrection,  either  figurative  or  literal.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  represent  acts  differing  from  them- 
selves, but  of  a  resembling  nature,  then  it  is  equally  clear 
that  they  cannot  represent  a  resurrection  either  literal  or 
figurative.  What  analogy  is  there  between  a  revolt  of 
nations  from  a  government,  and  assembling  and  marching 
to  capture  a  city,  and  a  resurrection  of  a  host  of  dead  per- 
sons from  the  grave?     Does  the  union  of  England  and 
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France  in  a  war  against  Buasia,  and  their  sending  armies  to 
besiege  and  take  Sebastopol,  present  any  resemblance  to  the 
resurrection  of  a  vast  train  of  persons  from  death  to  life? 
Ciould  any  one,  not  wholly  without  a  knowledge  of  the  laws 
of  analogy,  persuade  himself  that  the  one  can  be  a  fit  symbol 
of  the  other  ? 

*  In  the  fourth  place:  I^  as  he  maintains,  three  resurrec- 
tions are  foretold  in  the  chapter,  and  his  notion  of  homo- 
geneity is  valid,  that  their  being  predicted  in  near  oonneidon 
with  each  other,   renders    it  necessary  to  interpret  them 
as  denoting  events  of  the  same  kind ;  then,  if  his  construc- 
tions of  the  first,  and  of  what  he  calls  the  second,  are  cor- 
rect, it  follows  that  the  third  predicted  vs.  9-16,  is  also  to 
be  a  mere  figurative  resurrection — ^that  is,  a  revolt  fit)m 
God  ;  as  is  seen  from  the  fact,  that  the  subjects  of  it  are  to 
be  unholy,  and  are  to  be  judged  and  cast  into  the  lake  of 
fire.      Its  being  predicted  in  immediate  connexion  with  the 
revolt  of  Gog  and  Magog,  is  as  ample  proof  that  it  is  to  be 
interpreted  on  the  principle  of  homogeneity — as  a  figurative 
resurrection;  as  the  close  connexion  of  the  prediction  of  the 
first  and  second  resurrection  is,  that  they  are  to  be  interpreted 
on  that  principle.    But  what  then  is  the  import  of  their  judg- 
ment and  precipitation  into  the  lake  of  fire  7    Is  any  such 
figurative  arraignment  at  the  tribunal  of  Christ,  sentence 
to  the  second  death,  and  dejection  into  hell,  revealed  in  the 
Bible  ?    Could  Mr.  Faber,  were  he  still  among  the  living,  give 
a  satisfactory  account  of  their  nature  ?    But  he  here  deserts 
his  law  of  homogeneity,  and  interprets  this  resurrection  as  a 
literal  resurrection  of  dead  persons  from  the  grave  and  sea. 
Consistency,  therefore,  required  that  he  should  interpret  the 
first,  also,  as  a  literal  resurrection  of  the  righteous.    For  they 
were  seen  living  by  the  prophet,  as  truly  as  those  were  who 
were  raised  from  the  grave  and  sea  in  the  second  resurrection. 
Thdy  were  judged,  also,  and  rewarded  in  his  presence,  as 
truly  as  those  of  the  second  resurrection ;  for  judgment,  or 
judicial  authority,  was  given  to  them — they  were  seated  on 
thrones — and  they  reigned  with  Christ  during  the  thousand 
years :  rewards  as  conspicuous  and  glorious,  as  the  sentence 
inflicted  on  the  wicked  of  the  second  reeurreotion  was  dread* 
ful.    Not  a  reason  can  be  given  for  regarding  the  last  as  a 
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literal  resurreotion,  that  is  not  in  equally  effective  proof 
that  the  former  is  also  of  that  character. 

In  the  fifth  place :  But  the  total  error  of  his  construction 
is  seen  from  the  fact,  that  a  resurrection  of  persons  from  the 
dead  cannot  possibly  symbolize  what  he  calls  a  figurative 
resurrection,  as  no  analogy  subsists  between  them.  He 
says: — 

"As  the  very  construction  of  the  prophecy  itself  will  conduct  us  to 
the  sense  in  which  the  second  resurrection  ought  to  be  understood,  we 
will  begin  our  inquiry  with  that  second  resurrection ;  for  when  its 
import  shall  have  been  ascertained,  we  shall  then,  on  the  principle 
of  homogeneity,  have  no  difficulty  in  ascertaining  likewise  the  import 
of  the  first  resurrection. 

"  At  the  close  of  the  thousand  years,  the  rest  of  the  dead,  or  those 
dead  who  are  contradistinguished  from  the  faithful  martyrs  of 
Christ,  rise  again  ;  and  at  the  self-same  epoch,  ^tan  is  loosed,  and 
goes  out  to  deceive  the  nations  which  are  in  the  four  quarters  of 
the  earth.  The  result  of  bis  machinations  is  the  formation  of  an 
autichristian  confederacy,  which  may  well  be  deemed  the  revival  or 
the  re-appearance  of  the  antichristian  confederacy  previously  destroyed 
at  the  close  of  the  latter  1200  years.  This  revival  or  figurative  resurrec- 
tion of  the  antichristian  confederacy,  occurring  as  it  does  synchroni- 
oally  with  the  resurrection  of  the  rest  of  the  deady  who  are  contradis- 
tinguished from  the  faithful  martyrs  of  Christ,  must,  I  think,  be  no 
other  than  that  identical  resurrection^  The  rest  of  the  dead,  or  those 
men  of  antichristian  principles,  who  hated  and  persecuted  the  faith- 
ful, and  who  are  therefore  contradistinguished  from  them,  are  figura* 
tively  restored  to  life,  in  the  person  of  those  who  are  deceived  by 
Satan,  at  the  close  of  the  thousand  years,  who  embrace  anew  the 
principles  of  antichristianism,  and  who  at  length  are  moulded  into  a 
second  great  confederacy  against  the  remnant  of  the  sincere  church 
of  God. 

"  Such  is  the  interpretation  which  both  chronology  and  circum- 
stantiality require  us  to  give  of  the  resurrection  of  those  other  dead 
persons  who  are  contradistinguished  from  the  martyrs  of  Christ.  As 
a  collective  or  corporate  body,  they  were  slain  in  the  fight  of  Arma- 
geddon, at  the  dose  of  the  latter  1260  years,  when  the  antichristian 
confederacy  of  the  Roman  king  was  destroyed ;  as  a  collective  or 
corporate  body,  they  rise  again  fVom  the  dead  at  the  close  of  the 
thooaand  years,  when  the  antichristian  confederacy  of  the  Roman 
king  is  figuratively  revived  in  the  antichristian  confederacy  of  Gog 
and  Magog. 
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"  From  the  now  ascertain^  sense  of  the  second  resurrection,  we  shall 
have  no  difiSculty  in  ascertaining  the  sense  of  the  first  resurrection. 

^  Hoinop:eneitj,  as  we  have  already  seen,  demands  that  the  resur- 
rection of  the  martyrs,  at  the  commencement  of  the  thousand  years, 
should  be  interpreted  analogically  to  the  resurrection  of  their  enemies 
at  the  end  of  the  thousand  years.  But  the  resurrection  of  their 
enemies  denotes  the  reappearance  of  men,  influenced  by  the  same 
antichristian  spirit  as  that  which  characterized  their  enemies. 
Therefore,  the  resurrection  of  the  martyrs  will  homogeneously  denote 
the  reappearance  of  men  animated  by  the  temper  and  principles  of 
the  martyrs." — Sacred  Calendar,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  835,  836. 

The  whole  range  of  lawless  interpretation  presents  few 
specimens,  we  think,  that  transcend  this  in  error  and  pre- 
sumption. He  does  not  even  affect  to  found  his  oonstrac- 
tion  on  the  symbols  themselves ;  he  treats  them  as  of  no 
significance :  bu^  builds  it  openly  and  wholly  on  what  he 
calls  "chronology  and  circumstantiality,"  by  which  are 
meant  his  unauthorized  and  absurd  assumptions.  His  inter- 
pretation, however,  will  not  hold;  as  there  is  no  analc^ 
between  a  resurrection  of  dead  persons  to  a  new  corporeal 
life,  and  the  birth  and  growth  of  a  generation  of  persons 
who  resemble  such  as  have  before  lived  in  the  world.  To 
call  the  rise  of  .such  persons  a  figurative  resurrection,  is  the 
grossest  abuse  of  language.  The  Presbyterians  of  Scotland 
of  the  present  day,  for  example,  are  in  many  respects  what 
their  ancestors  of  the  sixteenth,  seventeenth,  and  eighteenth 
centuries  were.  But  would  any  writer  of  sense  deem  him- 
self justified  in  calling  their  coming  into  life,  a  figurative 
resurrection  of  their  ancestors?  Is  the  existence  at  this 
time  in  England  of  a  body  of  Dissenters  much  like  those  of 
a  century  and  a  half  ago,  2k  figurative  resurrection  of  those 
ancestral  Dissenters?  The  Episcopalians  of  this  age  in 
many  particulars  resemble  those  of  the  times  of  James  I., 
Queen  Anne,  William  IIL,  and  George  I.  Are  they,  there- 
fore, the  Episcopalians  of  those  ages  by  a  figurative  resur- 
rection ?  The  present  generation  of  New  Englanders  are,  in 
many  of  their  characteristics,  what  their  forefathers  of  the 
seventeenth  century  were.  Can  they,  therefore,  with  pro- 
priety be  said  to  be  those  forefathers  figuratively  raised 
firom  their  graves!  The  bald  incongruity,  the  senseless 
extravagance,  the  falsehood  of  the  pretence  are  too  apparent 
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to  need  exposure.  It  might  as  well  be  held  that  the  animals 
and  vegetables  of  the  present  day  are  those  of  their  several 
classes  that  preceded  them,  by  a  figurative  resurrection. 
A  beautiful  exemplification  truly  of  Mr.  Faber's  method  of 
interpretation  by  "chronology  and  circa mstantiality."  A 
man  who  should  talk  in  that  style  on  other  subjects,  would 
be  considered  a  candidate  for  a  lunatic  asylum  rather  than 
for  the  oflSoe  of  a  religious  teacher.  Mr.  Faber  was  so  com- 
pletely carried  away  by  his  false  theory  of  interpretation, 
that  he  had  no  disposition,  it  would  seem,  to  look  at  the 
absurdities  into  which  it  betrayed  him.  The  slightest  con- 
sideration, the  least  knowledge  either  of  symbols  or  figura- 
tive language,  would  have  rendered  him  incapable  of  so 
gross  a  misrepresentation  of  the  prophecy. 

1.  A  figurative  resurrection  is  simply  an  event  that  is 
called  a  resurrection  by  a  metaphor,  but  that  is  not  in  fact  • 
one,  but  only  resembles  it  in  some  relation.  The  fancy, 
therefore,  that  such  a  resurrection  is  predicted  by  a  symbol^ 
IB  an  absurdity.  It  cannot  be  a  figurative  resurrection 
except  by  being  called  a  resurrection  by  a  fijgure.  The  mere 
fact  that  an  event  foreshown  by  the  symbol  resembles  in 
■some  respect  a  resurrection  from  the  dead,  does  not  consti- 
tute it  a  figurative  resurrection.  It  cannot  acquire  that 
character  by  any  other  means  than  by  being  pronounced  a 
resurrection  by  a  metaphor.  The  fancy  that  a  figurative 
resurrection  is  foreshown  by  a  symbol,  is  a  sheer  blunder, 
betraying  the  most  unfortunate  misapprehension  of  the 
nature  both  of  symbols  and  figures. 

2.  On  the  supposition  that  the  resurrections  foreshown 
v.  4-6,  were  figurative  resurrections,  then  by  the  laws 
of  the  metaphor,  the  identical  persons  who  are  there  said 
to  be  raised,  would  be  the  persons  who  are  to  be  the 
subjects  of  the  figurative  resurrections.  For  by  the  law 
of  the  metaphor,  the  persons  of  whom  a  metaphorical 
affirmation  is  madci  are  the  persons  who  are  to  be  the  sub- 
jects or  agents  of  the  event  which  the  metaphor  denotes. 
But  the  persons  who  are  here  said  to  have  risen,  or  whose 
fature  resurrection  is  foretold,  are  the  literally  dead ; — the 
martyrs  and  true  worshippers  at  the  beginning  of  the 
thousand  years ;  and  the  rest  of  the  dead  at  the  close  of  that 
period.    No  resurrection  is  affirmed  or  foreshown  of  any 
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others.  Mr.  Faber's  construction  thus  again  confutes  itself. 
New  generations  of  human  beings  coming  into  existence,  as 
he  supposes,  long  after  the  death  of  the  persons  whose  resur- 
rection is  directly  declared  in  the  passage,  cannot  possiblj 
be  the  persons  who  are  to  be  the  subjects  of  that  resurreo- 
tion.  The  dream  that  a  figurative  resurrection  is  foreshown 
in  the  passage,  must  therefore  be  dismissed. 

8.  It  is  equally  contradictory  to  the  laws  of  symbols, 
to  imagine  that  a  literal  resurrection  like  those  described  y. 
4  and  5,  can  represent  an  event — the  rise  of  a  body  of  men 
in  the  natural  life — like  that  which  Mr.  F.  calls  a  figurative 
resurrection.  The  events,  instead  of  resembling,  are  in  the 
utmost  degree  unlike  each  other.  The  persons  whose  literal 
resurrection  is  exhibited  and  foretold  in  the  passage,  were, 
previously  to  their  resurrection,  to  have  a  literal  corporeal 
life  ^hich  they  were  to  lose  by  a  literal  death.  In  order  to 
an  analogy  between  them  and  the  persons  who  are  to  be  the 
subjects  of  the  resurrection  of  which  theirs  is  the  symbol, 
those  persons  must  also  have  previously  had  a  literal  bodily 
life,  and  lost  it  by  a  literal  death.  But  the  human  beings 
who,  Mr.  F.  holds,  are  to  be  the  subjects  of  the  predicted 
resurrection,  are  not  to  have  had  a  previous  life  in  the  body. 
The  life  which  he  calls  a  figurative  resurrection  is  their  firat 
and  only  corporeal  life  here,  and  is  no  more  a  re&urrectioii 
of  themselves  than  a  birth  and  life  of  any  other  persona 
are  a  resurrection  of  those  persons.  It  is  to  confound  and 
abuse  language,  and  make  a  mockery  of  truth,  to  use  terms 
in  such  a  false  and  contradictious  sen^,  

4.  It  is  equally  false  to  imagine  that  the  natural  birth  and 
life  of  men  in  the  world,  is  a  resurrection  of  the  dead  of  a 
former  generation.  As,  by  the  supposition,  those  dead  per* 
sons  are  still  to  remain  under  the  power  of  death,  and  have 
no  connexion  whatever  with  the  living  on  the  earth ;  how 
can  the  life  of  a  body  of  men  on  earth  be  their  resurrectiou 
from  death  to  that  life  ?  Can  a  greater  solecism  be  conceived? 
Could  any  but  an  interpreter  by  "  chronology  and  circum- 
stantiality" be  capable  of  adopting  such  a  notion? 

5.  The  resurrection  of  the  righteous  and  the  wicked  fore- 
shown in  the  vision,  is  to  be  in  order  to  a  judgment  and 
rewards  on  account  of  their  conduct  in  a  previous  corporeal 
life  i^  the  world.    The  entrance  of  the  persons  on  a  natural 
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life  here,  who  Mr.  F.  supposes  are  to  be  the  subjects  of  the 
resurrection,  is  to  be  in  order  to  their  being  put  on  probation, 
that  they  may  acfc  a  part  for  which  they  may  be  judged  and 
rewarded  at  a  subsequent  period.  In  this  respect,  therefore, 
instead  of  an  analogy,  they  present  the  utmost  contrast  to  each 
other.  The  ends  for  which  they  are  called  into  their  respec- 
tive lives  are  so  totally  unlike,  as  to  make  it  impossible  that 
the  one  should  be  the  symbol  of  the  other.  Mr.  Faber 's  inter- 
pretation is  thus,  in  every  relation,  wholly  untenable :  a  wild 
and  senseless  outrage,  instead  of  an  exposition  of  the  vision. 
The  representative  resurrection  admits  of  but  one  construc- 
tion by  the  laws  of  symbols,  and  that  is  given  in  the  pro- 
phecy itself  by  the  Spirit  of  inspiration,  in  the  announcement, 
'*  This"  resurrection  in  vision,  is  the  symbol  of  "  the  first 
resurrection."  As  the  persons  whom  the  prophet  saw  raised 
and  seated  on  thrones  were  persons  who  had  died,  those 
whom  they  represent  must,  by  the  laws  of  resemblance,  be 
persons  who  have  died  ;  not  persons  in  the  natural  life,  to 
whom  they  present  in  that  respect  no  likeness.  As  the 
resurrection  exhibited  in  the  vision  was  a  literal  resurrection 
from  death,  so  that  which  it  represents  must  be  a  literal 
resurrection  to  a  corporeal  life.  No  other  event  answers  at 
all  to  the  symbol.  As  those  who  were  raised  and  seated  on 
thrones,  rose  to  be  judged  for  the  deeds  of  a  previous  corpo- 
real life,  and  receive  the  reward  of  their  actions,  so  those 
whom  they  represent  must  be  raised  to  be  judged  and 
rewarded  for  the  actions  of  a  previous  life.  And  finally,  as 
those  who  were  raised  in  the  vision  were  holy,  so  those 
whose  resurrection  theirs  symbolizes  are  the  holy.  It  is 
accordingly  expressly  declared  by  the  revealing  Spirit,  that 
the  spectacle  which  the  prophet  saw,  was  the  symbol  of  the 
first  resurrection ;  and  that  those  who  were  thus  to  be  raised, 
were  the  blessed  and  holy,  over  whom  the  second  death  has 
no  power,  but  who  are  to  be  kings  and  priests  of  God  and  of 
Christy  and  to  reign  with  him  a  thousand  years.  And  no 
other  events  bear  the  requisite  correspondence  to  the  symbols. 
Dead  persons  cannot  represent  living  ones.  A  rising  of 
dead  persons  to  a  corporeal  life  cannot  symbolize  a  mere 
change  in  the  views,  feelings,  or  acts  of  persons  living  a 
natural  corporeal  life.  A  rising  from  death  to  a  judgment 
cannot  represent  the  entrance  on  a  course  of  action  in  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


%  590  37^  Laws  of  J^/mboltzatitm.  [^ril, 

natural  life  that  is  to  be  the  ground  of  a  judgment  at  a  future 
time.  They  are  the  widest  possible  opposites.  An  in- 
vestiture  with  kingly  authority,  session  on  thrones^  and 
reigning  with  Christ  the  thousand  prophetic  years^  or  three 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  literal  years,  cannot  represent  a 
natural  life  of  thirty,  forty,  fifty,  or  perhaps  a  hundred  yean 
in  the  body,  without  kingly  authority,  without  reigning 
with  Christ,  that  is  to  be  followed  by  death,  and  a  slumber  in 
the  grave  through  a  long  series  of  ages.  It  is  an  unpardon- 
able violence  to  the  symbol  to  assign  to  it  such  a  contradic- 
tious and  senseless  meaning. 

And  this  is  virtually  conceded  by  Mr.  Faber  himself  in 
his  construction  of  the  second  resurrection  foretold  v.  11- 
15 — which  he  interprets  as  symbolizing  a  literal  resurrection 
of  dead  persons  to  a  judgment,  and  final  rewards  for  the  acts 
of  their  previous  life  in  the  body.  There  are  no  more 
indications  that  that  is  the  symbol  of  a  literal  resurrection, 
than  there  are  that  the  other  is.  The  persons  beheld  by  the 
prophet  were  no  more  the  literally  dead  in  the  one  yisioUi 
than  they  were  in  the  other.  The  resurrection  of  the  one 
was  no  more  a  real  resurrection,  and  visible  to  the  apostle, 
than  the  other  was.  The  one  no  more  rose  to  be  judged  and 
receive  everlasting  rewards  for  their  conduct  in  their  natural 
life  in  the  body,  than  the  other.  Every  consideration  that 
makes  it  certain  that  the  one  is  the  symbol  of  a  literal 
resurrection,  makes  it  equally  certain  that  the  odier  is  also. 

Such,  then,  being  the  clear  and  indubitable  import  of  the 
symbol,  which  is  explained  by  the  Spirit  as  representing  the 
first  resurrection,  how  is  it  that  Mr.  Faber,  in  place  of 
giving  it  that  meaning,  assigned  to  it  the  false  and  pre- 
posterous office  of  representing  what  he  calls  a  figurative 
resurrection,  which  is  no  resurrection  whatever,  and  bears  no 
analogy  to  one  ?  The  reason  was,  that  he  held  that  if  that 
which  is  represented  resembles,  in  a  single  particular^  that 
which  represents  it,  it  is  all  that  the  laws  of  symbolization 
require.  He  accordingly  presents  the  resemblance  of  the 
character  he  ascribes  to  those  who  he  holds  were  symbol- 
ized, to  the  persons  in  the  vision  by  whom  they  were  r^re- 
aented,  as  comprising  all  that  is  needed  to  show  that  they 
are  the  persons  whose  resurrections  the  vision  foreshows. 
Thus  he  says : 
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^  Homogeneity  demands  that  the  resurrection  of  the  martyrs  should 
be  interpreted  analogically  to  the  resurrection  of  their  enemies.  But 
the  resurrection  of  their  enemies  denotes  the  reappearance  of  men  «n- 
fluenced  by  the  same  antichristian  spirit  as  that  which  characterized 
their  enemies.  Ther^ore  the  resurrection  of  the  martyrs  will  homo-/, 
geneously  denote  the  reappearance  of  men  animated  by  the  temper 
and  principles  of  the  martyrs,^ 

In  assigning  that  single  likeness  of  the  two  classes  to  their 
representatives,  he  thus^thought  reascribed  to  them  all  that 
the  laws  of  sy mbolization  require ;  and  thence  assumed  that 
the  enormous  contradictions  and  absurdities  of  his  construc- 
tions in  other  respects  were  no  obstacle  to  their  accuracy. 

We  might  add  many  other  examples  of  the  same  kind, 
but  these  are  sufficient  to  show  that  a  leading  reason  of  the 
errors  into  which  interpreters  run,  is  an  assumption  that  a 
single  and  slight  resemblance  of  the  thing  represented  to. 
that  which  represents  it,  is  all  that  symbolization  implies ; 
and  to  prove  that  no  true  interpretation  of  the  symbolic 
prophecies '  can  be  made,  except  by  the  laws  as  we  have 
stated  them,  of  a  general  resemblance  between  the  repre- 
sentative agents,  acts,  conditions,  and  effects,  and  the  agents, 
actions,  and  events  that  are  represented  by  them. 


Abt.  IV.— The  Parables  of  the  New  Testament. 

VL     THE  TREASURE. 
MAtthew  xiii.  44^ 

"  Again,  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  to  a  treasure  hid 
in  a  field,  which  when  a  man  finds,  he  hides,  and  for  joy  of 
it,  goes  and  sells  all  that  he  has,  and  buys  that  field." 

The  parable  of  the  mustard  seed  was  designed  to  show 
that  the  kingdom  of  heaven — ^notwithstanding  its  smallness 
at  its  institution,  was  at  length  to  rise  to  a  great  size :  and 
the  parable  of  the  leaven,  that  it  is  ultimately  to  bring  the 
whole  race  under  its  power.  The  object  of  this  and  the 
next,  is  to  show  what  the  estimate  is  in  which  it  is  held  by 
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those  who  discover  its  true  character,  and  desire  to  belong 
to  it.  The  parallel  which  this  parable  of  the  treasure  pre- 
sents to  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  is  in  the  suddenness  and 
unexpectedness  of  the  discovery  of  it,  the  delight  and  love 
it  inspires,  and  the  measures  that  are  taken  to  possess  it. 

1.  The  treasure  was  hidden  in  the  field.  The  man  who 
found  it  had  no  knowledge  or  suspicion  of  its  existence 
there.  Its  discovery  was  unexpected,  and  filled  him  with 
surprise  and  exhilaration. 

So  the  kingdom  of  God  is  hidden  from  the  eyes  of  men 
in  their  natural  state.  They  are  not.  aware  of  its  existence 
in  the  world,  nor  of  its  true  character.  Like  a  man  who  looks 
on  a  field  in  which  a  treasure  is  hid,  as  containing  nothing 
of  worth  but  what  appears  on  the  surface ;  and  as  capal)le 
only  of  yielding  under  tillage,  an  annual  growth  of  grass, 
grain,  or  other  crops :  so  men,  while  unrenewed,  look  at  the 
Christian  world  as  nothing  more  than  a  modification  of 
society  that  has  sprung,  like  many  other  religious  communi- 
ties, from  peculiar  natural  causes;  and  as  involving  nothing 
of  a  truly  divine  character.  They  have  no  apprehension 
that  such  a  kingdom  as  that  of  God  exists  there,  though 
veiled  like  a  hidden  treasure  from  the  common  eye.  They 
have  no  suspicion  that  there  is  anything  more  there  than  what 
they  see,  of  beliefs,  affections,  professions,  and  ritual  and 
public  acts,  in  which  they  themselves  take  a  share.  When, 
accordingly,  the  kingdom  of  God  is  discovered,  it  takes 
place  suddenly.  It  bursts  upon  the  eye  like  »  hidden 
treasure,  like  a  new-found  world,  like  a  dazzling  vision  from 
heaven,  and  has  a  nature,  a  beauty,  i  preciousness,  a  gran- 
deur of  which  they  had  before  no  conception.  The  revela- 
tion is  made  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  is  made  in  an  instant, 
and  fills  the  mind  to  which  it  is  unveiled,  with  a  wonder, 
joy,  and  rapture,  as  much  higher  than  the  surprise  and 
gladness  which  the  discovery  of  a  hidden  treasure  gives,  as 
^e  riches  and  glory  of  that  inheritance  that  fadeth  not 
away,  transcend  in  greatness  and  worth  the  perishable 
baubles  of  earth. 

2.  The  man  who  found  the  treasure,  hid  it,  in  order  to 
make  it  his  own.  His  object  was  to  secure  its  possession  to 
himsel£    Not  to  have  taken  the  requisite  measures  to  make 
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it  his  own  would  have  been  to  treat  it  as  of  no  value.  To 
have  proclaimed  its  discovery  would  have  been  to  make  it 
certain  that  his  finding  it  was  not  to  prove  of  any  service  to 
himself 

So  he  to  whom  the  kingdom  of  God  is  revealed  by  the 
renewing  Spirit,  is  instantly  touched  with  a  deep  desire  to 
enter  and  belong  to  it,  and  prompted  to  the  requisite  mea- 
sures, that  he  may  be  one  of  its  children,  and  share  in  its 
holy  and  immortal  privileges  and  joys.  His  whole  soul  is 
drawn  to  it  and  to  its  King;  and  breathes  itself  out  in 
wonder,  adoration,  joy,  and  praise.  The  glory  of  Christ,  its 
monarch,  attracts  and  dazzles  it,  his  love  swells  and 
entrances  it^  and  it  longs  to  bask  for  ever  in  the  light  of  his 
smile. 

•  3.  The  man  who  found  the  treasure  was  impressed  with 
such  a  sense  of  its  value,  and  kindled  with  such  joy  at  the 
thought  of  possessing  it^  that  he  sold  all  he  had  and  pur- 
chased the  field.  However  highly  he  may  have  prized 
some  of  his  possessions ;  however  delightful  and  cherished 
many  of  his  associations  with  them  may  have  been,  he 
cheerfully  and  joyfully  parted  with  them  all,  that  he  might 
gain  the  field  by  which  he  was  to  become  the  possessor  of 
the  new  found  treasure. 

So  they  to  whom  the  Spirit  reveals  the  kingdom  of  God, 
instantly  resign  all  the  objects  to  which  they  had  before 
given  their  chief  love,  the  sacrifice  of  which  is  requisite  to 
their  becoming  the  children  of  the  kingdom.  And  they  are 
many  and  great:  self,  self-righteousness,  sinful  pleasures, 
pride,  ambition,  the  love  of  the  world ;  all  the  forms  and  all 
the  objects  of  desire  which  the  law  of  Gt)d  forbids ;  are  to 
be  cheerfully  and  joyfully  given  up  and  abandoned  for  the 
sake  of  a  place  among  Christ's  followers.  The  continuance 
in  what  is  sinful  is  as  incompatible  with  admission  to  the 
new  found  kingdom,  as  the  retention  of  all  his  former  pos- 
sessions by  the  man  who  discovered  the  treasure  was  with 
his  becoming  the  owner  of  the  field  in  which  it  lay  buried. 
The  new  object  can,  in  either  case,  be  obtained  only  by  the 
relinquishment  of  4;hat  which  was  before  the  chief  treasure 
^of  the  heart. 

The  lessons  taught  by  the  parable,  thus  are : 

First:  That  the  unrenewed  have  no  discernment  of  the 
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kiogdom  of  God  Its  nature,  and  its  existence,  are  hid 
fix)m  their  view,  like  a  treasure  buried  beneath  the  soil,  over 
which  the  passenger  may  pass  a  thousand  times,  without  dis- 
covering or  suspecting  that  such  a  hoard  lies  beneath  his  feet 
Next:  when  discovered,  it  is  discovered  instantly,  and 
fills  the  heart  with  wonder  and  joy.  The  Spirit,  with  one 
flash  of  dazzling  light,  pierces  the  blinding  veil  in  which  the 
soul  is  enveloped,  and  darting  the  rays  of  his  truth  through 
all  its  depths,  reveals  to  its  astonished  gaze  the  Saviour  who 
died  for  it,  and  the  kingdom  to  which  he  invites  it  as  an 
heir. 

Thirdly :  They  to  whom  the  kingdom  of  God  is  thus 
revealed,  cheerfully  give  up  all,  the  relinquishment  of  which 
is  necessary  to  their  becoming  inheritors  of  the  kingdom. 
To  obtain  admission  to  it  is  their  highest  desire.  None  but 
its  joys  can  please  their  new  affections,  none  others  can 
satisfy  their  immortal  wants.  They  have  lost  their  taste  for 
other  enjoyments/  Sin  has  become  the  object  of  aversion 
and  dread. 

Fourthly :  They  who  have  no  consciousness  of  this  high 
estimate  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  can  have  no  evidence  that 
they  have  a  true  knowledge  of  it,  and  are'its  children.  They 
present  no  counterpart  to  the  picture  which  the  Saviour  here 
draws  of  those  who  are  truly  the  subjects  of  his  renewing 
power. 

VII.     THE  PEARL  OF  GREAT  PRICE. 
Matthew  ziil  46,  46. 

^  Again  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  a  merchant,  seek- 
ing beautifiil  pearls,  who  when  he  had  found  one  pearl  of 
great  value,  went  and  sold  all  that  he  possessed,  and 
bought  it" 

This  parable  exemplifies  the  estimate  which  a  still  dif- 
ferent class  of  those  who  obtain  a  place  in  the  kingdom  of 
God,  put  on  it  The  man  in  the  preceding  parable  finding 
a  hid  treasure,  represents  those  to  whom  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  revealed  by  the  renewing  Spirit  unexpectedly. 
But  here  the  merchant  seeking  beautiful  pearls,  and  finding 
one  of  great  value,  represents  those  who  are  seeking  for 
that  spiritual  blessing  which  the  pearl  denotes^  and  ^od  it 
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in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  in  which  the  King  is  a  Bedeemer, 
who  makes  the  necessary  expiation  for  sin,  and  freely 
bestows  the  renovation  and  justification  that  are  needed; 
and  who  receives  those  whom  he  renews  and  justifies  into 
his  kingdom  to  be  heirs  and  joint-heirs  with  him  in  the 
beauties  and  blessedness  of  a  holy  and  immortal  life.  For 
as  the  pearl  of  great  value  represents  that  which  is  obtained 
by  admission  to  the  kingdom,  it  must  denote  the  acceptance 
with  God,  and  the  heirship  with  Christ,  to  which  they  are 
exalted  who  become  children  of  the  kingdom.  The  beauti- 
ful pearls,  sought  by  the  merchant^  in  distinction  from  that 
which  is  of  great  value,  are  other  methods  of  justification 
with  God  and  eternal  life.  Of  these,  one  often  sought  by 
those  who  ultimately  find  the  true  method,  is  by  their  own 
righteousness;  another  is  by  ritual  observances;  a  third  is 
by  reliance  on  the  mercy  of  God  irrespective  of  Christ.  All 
those  who  seek  acceptance  on  these  and  other  similar 
grounds,  when  brought  to  a  knowledge  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  which  consists  of  human  beings  redeemed  from  sin 
and  death,  and  crowned  with  immortal  life  and  glory  with 
Christ  their  Bedeemer  at  their  head,  instantly  see  it  to  be 
just  such  a  method  of  redemption  as  they  need,  and  the 
only  one  that  meets  their  wants,  and  relinquishing  all  other 
reliances  for  salvation,  embrace  it  with  all  their  hearts. 
The  lessons  taught  by  the  parable  thus  are: — 
1.  That  all  who  embrace  the  method  of  acceptance  with 
God  revealed  in  the  gospel,  and  become  children  of  bis  king- 
dom, renounce  all  other  modes  of  redemption,  and  all  other 
grounds  of  reliance,  and  feel  that  to  be  washed  in  the  blood 
of  Christ,  to  be  justified  by  his  righteousness,  and  to  be 
admitted  to  the  station  of  kings  and  priests  in  his  eternal 
kingdom,  comprise  a  salvation  the  most  suited  to  their 
wants,  and  the  most  worthy  of  the  grandeur  of  the  divine 
wisdom  and  love,  that  they  can  conceiva 

"2.  On  their  discovering  this  kingdom,  they  give  up  all 
the  objects  of  desire,  the  relinquishment  of  which  is  a  condi- 
tion of  their  becoming  its  children ;  as  the  merchant,  on 
finding  the  pearl  of  great  value,  sold  all  that  he  possessed  in 
order  that  he  might  purchase  that  All  other  objects  sink 
instantly  to  the  heart,  into  the  nothingness  which  belongs 
to  them,  compared  to  the  infinite  beauty  and  grandeur  of  a 
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place  in  the  kingdom  of  the  sanctified  oyer  whom  Christ  is 
to  reign  for  ever  and  ever. 


VIII.     THE  FISHING  NET. 
Matth«w  ziiL  41-60, 

"  Again :  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  a  net  that  was 
cast  into  the  sea,  and  gathered  of  every  kind ;  which  when 
it  was  filled,  thej  drew  to  the  shore,  and  sat  down  and 
gathered  the  good  into  vessels,  but  the  bad  they  cast  away. 
So  shall  it  be  at  the  end  of  the  age:  the  angels  shall  come 
forth  and  separate  the  evil  from  among  the  just,  and  cast 
them  into  the  furnace  of  fire.  There  shall  be  wailing  and 
gnashing  of  teeth." 

The  preceding  parables  were  designed  to  exemplify  the 
reception  which  the  kingdom  of  God  was  to  meet  firom  men, 
and  the  characteristics  of  those  who  become  its  children. 
The  object  of  this  is  to  show  the  separation  from  the  right- 
eous  of  those  who  reject  it,  that  is  at  length  to  be  made,  and 
their  subjection  to  punishment. 

The  kingdom  of  heaven  which  is  compared  to  the  net,  is 
not,  as  some  have  imagined,  the  gospel ;  but  the  company 
of  the  renewed  who  believe  in  Christ,  and  in  obedience  to 
him  S3  their  King,  preach  the  gospel,  and  perform  the 
various  duties  which  are  appropriate  to  them  as  children  of 
God,  The  gospel,  instead  of  being  the  kingdom  itself,  is  the 
good  tidings  of  the  kingdom.  Those  who  are  drawn  pro- 
fessedly to  join  the  children  of  the  kingdom,  and  place 
themselves  under  its  feng  and  laws,  are  those  who  are 
represented  by  the  fish.  The  parallel  to  the  kingdom  of 
God  which  needs  to  be  illustrated,  is  that  presented  by  the 
net,  the  fish  that  are  caught,  and  the  disposition  that  is  made 
of  them. 

1.  It  was  the  net,  and  its  being  drawn  through  waters  in 
which  fish  of  all  kinds  abounded,  that  was  the  reason  that 
fish  of  every  kind  were  caught ;  not  the  skill  or  purpose  of 
the  fishermen.  It  was  not  in  their  power  to  prevent  bad 
fish  from  being  intermixed  with  the  good.  They  could  not 
determine  in  any  degree  the  nature  or  the  number  that  were 
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caught     It  depended  on  causes  over  which  they  had  no 
control. 

So  the  company  of  believers  who  constitute  the  kingdom 
of  God,  cannot  determine  who  shall  join  them  by  a  profes- 
sion, or  what  their  character  shall  be.  As  the  fish  that  are 
enveloped  in  the  deep  waters  of  the  sea  are  hid  from  the 
fishermen  till  they  are  drawn  to  land,  and  they  are  uncer- 
tain whether  few  or  many  will  prove  to  be  good ;  so  those 
who  in  Christ's  kingdom  are  employed  in  proclaiming  the 
gospel,  and  calling  men  to  profess  faith  in  it,  are  unable  to 
discern  certainly  what  the  character  is  of  those  who  enter 
the  visible  church  under  their  ministry.  Their  hearts  are 
buried  from  the  eyes  of  men  in  the  depths  of  their  own 
breasts^  as  the  fish  that  are  floating  at  random  in  the  waters 
of  the  sea  lie  beyond  the  glance  of  those  who  draw  the  net 
that  is  at  length  to  bear  them  to  the  shore.  It  is  because 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  what  it  is,  and  is  proclaimed 
where  it  is,  that  men  of  various  classes  are  drawn  to  place 
themselves  professedly  within  its  pale. 

2.  That  fish  of  various  and  very  dissimilar  kinds  were 
caught  by  the  net,iwas  natural  and  unavoidable,  inasmuch 
as  they  inhabit  the  same  waters,  and  necessarily,  as  it  is 
in  a  large  measure  by  preying  on  each  other  that  they 
subsist. 

So  it  is  equally  natural  that  persons  of  every  character 
should  be  drawn  by  the  kingdom  of  heaven  to  place  them- 
selves professedly  among  its  members.  There  are  motives 
that  prompt  the  evil  to  it,  as  well  as  the  good.  Some  are 
drawn  to  it  by  the  example  of  friends ;  some  by  a  false 
judgment  of  their  character;  some  by  the  respectable 
position  it  gives  them  in  society;  some  by  the  desire  of 
wealth ;  and  some  by  ambition  of  power ;  while  others  are 
led  to  it  because  they  are  renewed  by  the  Spirit,  and  find  in 
it  such  a  Redeemer  and  such  a  redemption  as  they  feel  that 
they  need,  and  as  is  infinitely  worthy  of  God.  A  large 
train  of  the  evil  have  thus  in  every  age  connected  them- 
selves with  the  true  children  of  the  kingdom.  In  the 
nations  of  Europe  and  western  Asia,  through  a  long  series 
*  of  centuries,  all  born  of  nominally  Christian  parents  were 
baptized,  and  all  who  were  baptized  were  considered  as 
members  of  the  church.     Their  entering  it  did  not  depend 


Digitized  by 


Google 


698  lU  JParahhs  of  the  New  Testament         [April, 

at  all  on  their  religious  or  moral*  character.  Such  is  the 
&ct  also  at  the  present  time  in  all  the  state  Catholic 
and  Protestant  churches  of  Europe.  Their  being  of  the 
Christian  community  is  no  proof  whatever,  therefore,  of 
dxeir  being  the  children  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  The 
prophecy  of  the  parable  has  thus  met  with  a  vast  and  moBi 
impressive  fulfilment.  The  crowds  who  wear  the  badge  of 
the  kingdom,  like  the  fish  taken  in  the  net,  are  of  every 
kind,  and  a  large  share  of  them  are  at  the  judgment  to  be 
thrown  away. 

8.  As  the  good  and  bad  fish  remained  together  till  the 
net  was  drawn  to  the  shore,  so  the  evil  are  to  continue  inter- 
mixed with  the  good  in  this  world  till  the  end  of  the  age,  or 
present  dispensation ;  and  the  separation  that  is  then  to  be 
made,  is  of  the  living  population  of  the  globe,  who  then  pro- 
fess to  be  the  children  of  the  kingdom:  not  of  the  whcde 
series  who  have  borne  the  name  of  Christ's  disdples  fi*om 
the  institution  of  the  kingdom  to  his  second  coming.  Those 
of  the  two  classes  who  from  age  to  age  have  died,  will 
already  have  been  separated  from  each  other,  and  entered 
in  their  intermediate  state  on  their  several  rewards.  The 
severance  here  predicted,  is  to  take  place  in  this  world,  and 
is  that  foreshown  by  Christ,  Matt  xxv.  81-46,  of  those  of 
the  living  nations  who  at  his  advent  profess  to  belong  to  his 
kingdom.  Such  a  separation  of  the  evil  from  the  good  at 
that  epoch  is  repeatedly  predicted  in  the  New  Testament; 
and  it  is  the  only  separation  of  the  two  classes  that  is  fore- 
shown in  the  Sacred  Word. 

4.  The  separation  of  the  two  classes  is  to  be  made  by  the 
angels,  who,  it  is  shown,  chap.  xvi.  27;  Mark  viii.  88;  2 
Thess.  L  7,  are  to  accompany  Christ  at  his  revelation  from 
heaven  in  flaming  fire  to  take  vengeance  on  those  that  know 
not  God,  and  that  obey  not  the  gospel  of  our  Lord ;  and 
whom  Christ  foretells,  Matthew  xxiv.  81,  he  will  then  send 
forth  with  the  great  sound  of  a  trumpet  to  gather  together 
his  elect  from  the  four  winds,  from  one  end  of  heaven  to  the 
other.  This  indicates  that  it  is  to  be  the  epoch  of  a  new 
age,  in  which  manifestations  are  to  be  made  of  the  divine 
presence,  dominion,  and  righteousness,  such  as  the  world  has 
never  yet  seen.  What  awe,  wonder,  joy,  and  gratitude  will 
swell  tJie  hearts  of  the  righteous,  at  finding  Ui^emsel  vea  taken 
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bj  the  hand  by  angels  of  light,  and  conducted  to  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Redeemer,  there  to  be  owned  and  accepted  as 
his  true  disciples,  and  welcomed  to  the  inheritance  of  his 
eternal  kingdom  I  And  what  terror  and  dismay  will  seize 
and  overwhelm  the  wicked,  at  'finding  themselves  in  the  re- 
sistless grasp  of  those  messengers  of  vengeance,  to  be  dragged 
to  the  tribunal  of  the  Saviour  whom  they  have  rejected, 
condemned  as  his  enemies,  and  hurled  down  the  steep  of 
eternal  ruin  1  This  momentous  office,  which  the  angels  are 
to  fill,  shows  that  they  are  to  have  a  knowledge  of  the  cha^ 
racter  of  the  two  classes,  that  greatly  transcends  any  that  we 
now  possess.  How  they  are  to  acquire  that  perfect  percep- 
tion of  the  heart  of  each  individual  whom  they  lead  to  the 
bar  of  judgment;  whether  it  is  to  be  but  the  work  of  their 
natural  powers,  or  what  seems  &r  more  probable,  by  a 
revelation  by  the  Spirit,  or  perhaps  through  the  countenance 
of  each  individual  from  a  consciousness  either  of  union 
to  Ohrist,  or  alienation  from  him,  lighting  up  the  featurea 
with  joyousness  and  hope,  or  darkening  them  with  terror 
and  despair. 

6.  As  the  fish  that  were  not  suitable  for  food  were  not 
simply  rejected,  but  were  thrown  away — that  is,  cast  at  % 
distance  where  they  would  not  offend  the  senses — so  the 
wicked,  on  their  Wng  separated  from. the  righteous,  ^ond 
judged  according  to  their  character,  are  to  be  removed  from 
liie  earth,  to  a  world  appropriated  to  the  punishment  of  the 
evil,  where  they  will  cease  to  annoy  God's  children,  or  make 
war  on  his  kingdom.  Their  continued  presence  and  revolt 
in  the  world  are  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  administration 
that  is  then  to  be  exercised  by  Christ,  who,  being  to  reign 
visibly  on  the  earth,  the  open  rebellion  of  enemies  in  his 
presence  will  be  as  incompatible  with  his  glory,  as  a  like 
open  revolt  in  heaven  would  be. 

The  great  lessons  taught  by  the  parable  thus  are :  First :  * 
That  in  the  present  age  but  a  part  of  those  who  nominally 
belong  to  the  Kingdom  of  Gt>d  are  his  true  children.  The 
evil  are  intermixed  with  the  righteous,  and  in  such  a 
manner,  that  men  are  not  able  accurately  to  distinguish 
them* 

Secondly :  That  this  intermixture  of  the  wicked  with  the 
righteous  in  the  Christian  community  is  to  continue  till  the 
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end  of  this  age  or  dispensation,  when  Christ  is  to  oome  and 
institute  a  new  rule  over  the  world 

Thirdly :  That  the  millennium,  or  reign  of  Christ  with  the 
saints  on  the  earth  during  a  prophetic  thousand  jeaTs,  is  not 
to  take  place  till  after  Christ's  second  coming.  The  fiincy 
generally  entertained  that  all  nations  are  to  be  converted 
anterior  to  his  coming,  is  not  only  unauthorized  by  the 
Scriptures,  but  is  directly  at  war  widi  their  plain  teachings. 

Fourthly :  That  the  openly  wicked  in  the  nominal  king- 
dom of  Christ,  at  his  coming,  are  not  to  be  renewed  and 
made  true  children  of  the  kingdom,  but  are  to  be  destroyed. 
They  are  the  same  parties  as  are  represented  by  the  tares 
which  are  to  be  burned,  and  by  the  man  of  sin  who  is  to  be 
consumed  by  the  breath  of  Christ's  mouth,  and  destroyed  by 
the  brightness  of  his  coming. 

Fifthly :  That  the  visible  presence  of  Christ,  the  ministry 
of  angels  in  gathering  the  good  and  evil  for  judgment,  the 
banishment  of  Satan,  and  the  removal  of  the  wicked  from  the 
earth,  will  distinguish  that  period  in  the  most  resplendent 
manner  from  this,  and  entitle  it  in  the  noblest  sense  to 
be  denominated  a  new  age ;  the  reign  of  heaven  on  earth ; 
the  time  of  God's  residence  with  men. 

Sixthly :  That  the  anguish  of  the  wicked  at  the  doom  that 
is  to  be  assigned  them,  is  to  be  poignant  in  the  extreme,  and 
unalleviated  by  hope.  They  are  to  wail  at  their  loss  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven :  they  are  to  gnash  their  teeth  in  despe- 
ration at  the  punishments  which  have  been  assigned  them. 


IX.     THE  HOUSSHOLDEB. 
Mafethew  xiil  GS. 

'<  Jesus  said  unto  them,  Understand  ye  all  these  things  7 
They  said  unto  him,  Yes,  Lord.  And  he  said  to  them, 
Therefore  every  scribe  instructed  in  respect  to  the  kingdom 
of  heaven,  is  like  a  householder  who  brings  out  of  his 
treasury  things  new  and  old." 

This,  though  not  called  a  parable  by  the  evangelist,  is  as 
really  one  as  that  respecting  the  mustard  seed,  the  hid  trea- 
sure, or  the  pearL    Its  design,  however,  is  not  to  exemplify 
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the  kingdom  of  heaven,  bat  to  illostrate  the  ability  of  a 
Jewish  religions  teacher,  who  well  understood  the  nature  of 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  to  give  new  and  impressive  instruc- 
tion on  sacred  themes. 

A  scribe  was  a  teacher  or  expounder  of  the  Hebrew  law. 
The  things  which  Christ  asks  his  disciples  if  they  understood, 
were  the  things  taught  in  the  preceding  parables.  What  he 
says,  therefore,  is,  that  an  expositor  of  the  Hebrew  law,  who 
was  also  instructed  in  respect  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
would  be  able  to  teach  truths  both  new  and  old,  like  the 
head  of  a  family,  who  brings  out  of  his  storehouse  either 
new  or  old  wine  as  he  pleases,  fresh  or  preserved  fruits,  and 
grain  just  ripened,  or  of  the  harvests  of  former  years.  A 
householder  or  head  of  a  family,  with  a  numerous  train  of 
descendants  and  servants,  had  often  a  large  stock  in  his 
store-house  of  the  products  of  their  labors ;  and  not  merely  of 
wines,  fruits,  and  grain  of  difTerent  ages,  but  of  flax  from  his 
field,  and  wool  from  his  flocks,  wrought  by  the  females  of 
his  family  into  useful  and  elegant  &brics,  and  often  into 
garments;  utensils  also  of  gold,  silver,  copper,  and  wood ; 
and  gems  and  jewels  for  the  ornament  of  the  head  and  hand ; 
so  that  he  could  spread  a  sumptuous  repast  for  his  guests, 
and  cause  his  £Etmily  to  appear  in  rich  and  tasteful  dresses. 

The  point  therefore  established  by  the  parable  is,  that  the 
Jewish  expositor  of  the  law,  who  was  also  well  acquainted 
with  the  things  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  would  be  able  to 
present  to  those  who  listened  to  his  teachings  an  equally 
rich  display  of  novel  as  well  as  familiar  truths,  and  in  a 
form  eminently  adapted  to  awaken  interest  and  give  delight. 
It  was  addressed  to  the  disciples — not  to  the  multitude  who 
had  heard  the  preceding  parables — and  was  designed  to  give 
beauty  and  dignity  to  the  office  of  heralds  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ood  to  which  they  were  called,  and  to  prompt  them  to 
endeavor  to  understand  and  treasure  up  the  instructions 
which  Ohrist  gave  them  respecting  that  kingdom  which  he 
had  come  to  proclaim  and  establish.  And  the  comparison 
was  eminently  suited  to  please  the  taste  of  Israelites,  to 
whom  a  patriarch,  or  the  head  of  a  family,  with  a  numerous 
retinue  of  o£&pring  and  servants,  enriched  with  fields,  herds 
flocks,  harvests,  gold  and  silver,  gems,  and  the  products  of 
the  needle  and  loomi   which  they    were  accustomed  to 
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accumulate,  and  display  at  their  feasts,  was  a  personage  of 
the  greatest  dignity ; — the  beau-ideal  of  a  great,  happy,  and 
honorable  man. 


X.      THE  UNMISECIFUL  SERVAISTT^ 
Matthew  xyiii  21-85. 

"  Then  Peter  came  to  him  and  said :  Lord,  how  often  shall 
my  brother  sin  against  me,  and  I  forgive  him  ?  Till  seven 
times  ?  Jesus  saith  unto  him :  I  say  not  unto  thee,  until 
seven  times ;  but,  until  seventy  times  seven. 

"  In  this  respect  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  to  a  king 
who  would  reckon  with  his  servants.  And  when  he  had 
begun  to  reckon,  a  debtor  for  ten  thousand  talents  was 
brought  to  him.  And  as  he  had  not  the  money  for  the 
payment,  his  lord  commanded  that  he  should  be  sold,  and 
his  wife  and  children,  and  all  that  he  had,  and  payment 
made.  Whereupon  the  servant  fell  down  and  paying 
reverence  to  him,  said :  Lord,  have  forbearance  with  me, 
and  I  will  pay  thee  all.  And  touched  with  compassion  the 
lord  of  that  servant  released  him,  and  remitted  him  the 
debt.  But  that  servant  went  out,  and  found  one  of  his 
fellow  servants  who  owed  him  a  hundred  pence.  And 
seizing  him,  he  throttled  him,  and  said  :  Pay  me  what  you 
owe.  Whereupon  his  fellow-servant  fell  down,  and  entreated 
him,  saying :  Be  forbearing  with  me,  and  I  will  pay  you 
all.  Yet  he  would  not,  but  went  and  cast  him  into  prison 
until  he  should  pay  what  was  due.  His  fellow-servants^ 
however,  saw  what  was  done,  and  were  much  grieved ;  and 
went  and  informed  their  lord  of  all  that  had  taken  place. 
Then  his  lord  called  him  and  said  to  him :  Thou  wicked 
servant  I  I  remitted  you  all  that  debt  when  you  entreated 
me.  And  ought  you  not  to  be  compassionate  to  your 
fellow-servant,  even  as  I  was  merciftil  to  you?  And  his 
lord  was  angry  and  deliv^ed  him  to  the  prison-keepers,  tiU 
he  should  pay  the  whole  that  was  due  to  him.  So  also  will 
my  Father  in  heaven  do  unto  you,  unless  you  every  one 
forgive  his  brother  lix)m  your  hearts  their  (fences." 

Peter  seems  to  have  been  led  to  his  inquiry  how  often  Jhe 
should  forgive  a  brother  who  sinned  against  him,  by  the 
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command  which  Christ  had  just  addressed  to  his  hearers, 
that  if  a  brother  trespassed  against  any  one,  he  who  was 
injured  should  go  and  talk  privately  with  him,  and  induce 
him  if  possible  to  desist  from  the  wrong  he  had  done ;  that 
if  unsuccessful,  he  should  go  with  witnesses  and  repeat  his 
remonstrance ;  and  that  if  the  offender  still  proved  incorrigi- 
ble he  should  make  it  known  to  the  congregation  of  wor- 
shippers to  which  they  belonged ;  and  finally,  if  he  refused 
to  hear  them,  that  he  should  be  disowned  as  a  brother,  and 
treated  as  a  Gentile.  This  appears  to  have  suggested  the 
question  to  Peter,  whether,  on  the  supposition  that  an 
offending  brother  always  repented  on  being  appealed  to  by 
the  injured  one,  in  the  manner  Christ  directed,  no  matter 
how  frequent  it  might  be,  he  was  always  to  be  forgiven,  or 
whether  there  was  a  limit,  beyond  which  forgiveness 
c^ised  to  be  a  duty.  And  Christ  having  answered  that  he 
should  forgive  his  repentant  brother,  not  merely  seven  times, 
but  seventy  times  seven ;  that  is.  for  every  offence  of  which 
he  repented,  no  matter  how  numerous  they  were ;  he  spake 
this  parable  to  enforce  the  duty  by  exemplifying  the  evil  of 
an  unforgiving  spirit  towards  men  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  certainty,  on  the  other,  that  it  will  debar  those  who 
indulge  it  from  forgiveness  by  God  for  their  offences 
against  him.  The  conduct  of  ^  human  monarch  towards  an 
imforgiving  servant  who  had  been  treated  with  great  mercy 
by  him,  is  used  to  represent  the  course  which  God  will 
pursue  towards  such  as*  while  they  are  indebted  for  the 
greatest  blessings  to  his  forbearance  and  pity,  are  merciless 
and  revengeful  towards  those  who  offsnd  against  them. 

1.  The  first  point  which  needs  to  be  illustrated,  is  the 
resemblance  of  the  relation  which  a  monarch  bears  to  his 
servants,  to  that  which  God  sustains  to  men  as  his  moral 
subjects.  It  becomes  a  monarch  to  call  his  servants  to 
whom  he  intrusts  his  own  or  Ac  public  property,  to  account^ 
and  require  them  to  pay  to  him,  as  the  representative  of  the 
nation,  the  property  vrith  which  they,  as  collectors  or  dis- 
bursers  of  the  revenue,  have  been  intrusted.  Not  to  do  it, 
would  be  to  neglect  a  duty  of  his  station,  to  wrong  those 
from  whom  the  money  was  drawn,  and  tempt  those  who 
have  control  of  the  national  funds  to  infidehty  to  their  trusts, 
and  to  frauds. 
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la  like  manner,  God  will  bold  all  those  who  profess  to 
belong  to  his  kingdom  responsibly  for  their  conduct  towards 
him  and  one  another,  and  treat  them  according  to  the  spirit 
in  which  thej  act. 

2.  The  servant  whose  mercilessness  the  parable  uses  for 
exemplification,  owed  his  lord  ten  thousand  talents,  or  near 
ten  millions  of  dollars  probably ;  a  sum  fiur  greater  undoubt- 
edly than  all  his  property,  if  converted  into  money,  would 
pay.  It  does  not  seem,  however,  that  he  denied  that  his 
indebtedness  rose  to  that  vast  amount,  or  that  he  indicated 
any  indisposition  to  appropriate  all  the  means  in  his  hands 
towards  discharging  it.  He  acknowledged  his  debt^  and 
promised,  if  his  lord  were  forbearing,  that  he  would  pay 
it  all. 

So  men  who  profess  to  belong  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
are  under  liabilities  to  God  because  of  their  sins,  which  they 
are  wholly  unable  to  discharge.  Nothing  within  the  sphere 
of  their  powers  can,  by  its  worth,  contribute  in  the  slightest 
degree  to  extricate  them  from  the  thraldom  in  which  their 
transgressions  have  involved  them.  Like  the  debtor  for 
millions  beyond  his  means,  they  must  be  freely  forgiven,  or 
else  suffer  the  penalty  of  sin.  And  many  of  them  at  least 
are  aware  of  this.  They  do  not  deny  their  guilt  They 
admit  it,  and  promise,  if  forborne  with,  to  take  the  steps 
which  God  enjoins  in  order  to  their  deliverance. 

3.  The  lord  of  the  servant,  on  finding  the  great  amount  of 
his  indebtedness,  and  that  he  was  without  money  to  pay  it, 
ordered  that  he,  his  wife,  his  children,  and  all  that  he  pos- 
sessed, should  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  appropriated  to  the 
payment  of  the  debt  That  was  according  to  the  custom  of 
that  age,  when  not  only  a  debtor,  but  his  wife  and  children, 
were  considered  as  property,  and  were  sold,  if  needful,  into 
slavery,  in  order  to  discharge  his  debts.  The  monarch  in 
this  acted  strictly  in  conformity  with  the  laws,  of  which  the 
debtor  was  aware,  under  ^hich  the  debt  was  contracted. 

In  like  manner  God  has  a  right  to  exact  the  penalty  which 
his  law  assigns  to  sin.  The  forfeiture  of  all  good,  the  sub- 
jection to  immeasurable  evil,  is  the  just  punishment  of 
rebellion. 

4.  On  the  servant's  imploring  forbearance  and  promising, 
if  allowed  time,  to  pay  the  whole  due,  his  lord  not  only  set 
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Him  at  liberty,  but  remitted  hufi  the  debt :  a  generous  and 
princely  act,  that  should  have  softened  the  heart  of  the  ser- 
vant, and  inspired  him  with  a  similar  forbearance  and 
generousness  towards  them  who  were  his  debtors. 

Great,  however,  as  the  magnanimity  of  the  monarch  was 
to  his  servant^  it  was  slight  compared  to  the  graciousness 
God  exercises  towards  offenders  who  profess  to  belong  to  his 
kingdom.  As  his  rights  immeasurably  transcend  those 
of  an  earthly  monarch ;  as  the  interests  put  in  jeopardy  by 
rebellion  against  him  surpass  the  transient  possessions  of  this 
world;  as  his  attributes  and  his  empire  are  of  infinitely 
greater  moment  than  those  of  the  greatest  earthly  prince,  so 
the  guilt  of  unfaithfulness  to  him,  and  a  misuse  of  his  gifts, 
proportionally  exceeds  that  of  a  wasteful  and  faithless  ser- 
vant towards  a  monarch  who  intrusts  him  with  the  calls  of 
his  possessions  and  revenues. 

6.  After  having  been  treated  with  this  princely  kindness, 
the  servant  exhibited  a  most  unfeeling  spirit  in  seizing  and 
throttling  his  fellow-servant,  and  casting  him  into  prison, 
because  he  could  not  immediately  pay  him  the  hundred 
pence  that  he  owed  him.  Instead  of  being  softened  by  the 
generosity  he  had  experienced,  he  was  hardened  by  it. 
HLs  being  released  from  the  necessity  of  appropriating  the 
money  due  him,  as  he  received  it,  to  discharge  his  debt  to 
his  lord,  appears  to  have  inflamed  him  with  a  more  eager 
desire  to  get  possession  of  it^  that  he  might  appropriate  it  to 
his  pride,  his  love  of  luxury,  or  his  ostentation.  He  showed, 
therefore,  that  he  was  no  fit  subject  of  such  a  monarch :  that 
he  had  neither  any  sympathy  with  him  nor  care  for  the 
well-being  of  his  servants,  but  was  ready  to  outrage  and 
crush  them  whenever  he  thought  it  would  subserve  his 
selfish  ends.  Instead  of  a  grateful  servant,  he  was  an  enemy 
of  his  monarch,  and  bent  on  the  injury  of  his  empire  when- 
ever it  would  answer  his  private  and  lawless  purposes. 

In  like  manner,  one  who,  while  professing  to  belong  to  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  hoping  to  receive  from  him  a  free  for- 
giveness of  all  his  sins,  is  yet  hailghty,  unforgiving,  and 
revengeful  towards  those  that  have  offended  him,  shows  by  his 
evil  spirit  that  he  is  not  a  true  child  of  the  kingdom ;  but  is 
an  alien  from  its  monarch,  and  an  enemy  to  its  well-being* 
In  refusing  to  forgive  a  fellow-creature  while  he  asks  and 
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expects  Ood  to  forgive  bim,  he  treats  his  ri^ts*^  as  more 
sacred  and  inviolable  than  those  of  God;  and  offences 
against  himself  as  more  unpardonable  than  against  him.  It 
bespeaks,  therefore,  a  most  impious  pride,  and  a  most 
unscrupulous  and  audacious  selfishness,  and  demonstrates 
that  he  is  utterly  unfit  to  be  owned  and  rewarded  as  God's 
child.  How  unlike  the  spirit  that  should  reign  in  one  who 
implores  and  expects  the  Most  High  to  forgive  his  sins, 
which  are  immeasurably  more  numerous  and  more  guilty 
than  any  trespasses  of  men  against  himself  I  K  he  truly 
desires  the  Infinite  Jehovah  to  stoop  to  his  vileness  and 
misery,  and  wash  away  his  stains  in  the  blood  of  Christ,  and 
renew  him  in  righteousness,  how  can  he  fail  to  see  that  it 
cannot  be  becoming  in  him  to  regard  the  weakness  and  sin- 
fulness of  fellow-creatures  with  haughtiness  and  resentment, 
and  maintain  towards  them  an  attitude  of  vengeance  and 
contempt  ?  If  he  sincerely  and  fervently  prays  that  God 
would  forgive  them  and  crown  them  with  the  blessings  of 
his  eternal  kingdom,  how  can  he  avoid  seeing  that  it  is  a 
flagrant  contradiction  to  his  prayer,  not  to  pardon  the 
trespasses  against  himself  of  which  they  may  be  guilty ;  diat 
it  is  an  impious  presumption  to  ask  of  God  what  he  is  not 
himself  willing  to  grant ;  and  to  treat  that  as  suitable  to  the 
divine  perfections,  which  he  thinks  unworthy  of  himself? 
A  heart  that  is  raised  to  a  just  sense  of  the  greatness  and 
sanctity  of  God's  rights,  that  fervently  longs  for  forgiveness, 
and  is  touched  with  the  infinite  beauty  of  God's  condescen- 
sion and  love  in  bestowing  it  on  so  sinful  and  offensive  a 
being,  as  it  is  conscious  itself  is,  becomes  animated,  in  a 
measure,  with  the  same  benignant  and  forgiving  spirit,  and 
sees  the  propriety  and  beauty  of  a  forgiving  disposition,  and 
the  unsuitableness  and  odiousness  of  a  resentful  and  malevolent 
one.  And  such  alone  are  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  God.  To 
admit  to  it  the  proud,  the  selfish,  the  cruel,  and  the  wrong- 
ful, were  to  make  it  like  the  church  in  the  present  age,  a 
world  of  sin,  of  treachery, -of  malice,  and  of  misery ;  not  of 
righteousness,  peace,  and  salvation. 

6.  The  other  servants,  on  seeing  how  this  ungrateful 
wretch,  on  being  himself  released  from  his  great  indebtedness, 
treated  his  fellow-servant  who  owed  him  but  an  insignificant 
sum,  were  grieved,  and  informed  their  lord  of  his  procedure. 
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They  felt  it^  to  be  an  atrocious  crime,  in  one  who  had 
received  the  generous  treatment  he  had  from  his  lord,  and 
to  bespeak  a  heart  of  such  black  ingratitude,  such  remorse- 
less selfishness,  as  to  make  it  impossible  that  they  could 
respect,  trust,  or  associate  with  him  as  a  fellow-servant;  and 
that  fidelity  to  their  lord  required  that  they  should  apprise 
him  of  his  crimes,  that  he  might  be  visited  with  the  punish- 
ment which  he  deserved. 

In  like  manner,  the  true  children  of  the  kingdom,  who 
realize  and  adore  the  goodness  of  God  in  forgiving  their 
sins,  see  that  a  spirit  of  selfishness  and  cruelty  towards  one 
another  is  wholly  unbecoming  them,  and  that  those  who 
indulge  it,  give  the  most  decisive  proof  that  they  are 
strangers  to  the  benignant  dispositions  of  the  renewed  heart, 
and  unfit  for  the  services,  the  society,  and  the  joys  of  Gbd's 
kingdom. 

7.  The  lord  of  the  servant,  on  hearing  of  his  merciless- 
ness,  summoned  him  to  his  presence,  expostulated  with  him 
for  his  want  of  pity,  and  delivered  him  to  the  prison-keepers 
till  he  should  pay  his  whole  debt.  And  that  was  the  course 
of  a  just  and  wise  monarch.  The  conduct  of  the  servant 
was  an  insult  to  his  lord.  It  was  equivalent  to  a  declaration 
that  his  forbearance  and  generousness  were  impolitic  and 
weak:  that  a  stem  enforcement  of  his  legal  rights  was  the 
easiest  course  for  a  creditor.  To  have  allowed  him  to  go 
unpunished  would  have  been  to  yield  impunity  to  a  con- 
summate affront  to  himself,  and  sanction  the  merciless  and 
malicious  oppression  of  his  weak  subjects  by  those  who  had 
power  over  them.  The  vindication  of  himself  therefore, 
the  proper  manifestation  of  his  hatred  of  hard-heartedness 
and  cruelty,  and  the  protection  of  his  subjects,  demanded 
that  he  should  take  that  course. 

So  also  God  will  summon  those  to  his  bar,  who,  though 
they  profess  to  belong  to  his  kingdom,  are  yet  unforgiving 
and  hard-hearted  towards  their  fellow-men  who  trespass 
against  them.  Their  unpitying  and  revengeful  acts  are  a 
direct  revolt  from  God,  and  an  impeachment  of  his  righteous- 
ness and  wisdom,  and  proceed  from  a  spirit  that,  if  admitted 
into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  would  make  it  a  scene  of 
mercilessness  and  misery,  instead  of  righteousness  and  peace. 
God's  own  uprightness,  therefore,  and  the  well-being  of  his 
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kingdom,  require  that  he  should  arraign  and  exact  of  them 
the  full  punishment  of  their  sins. 

The  great  lessons  taught  by  the  parable  thus  are :  First : 
The  odiousness  and  guilt  of  an  unpitjring  spirit  in  those  who 
owe  all  their  blessings  and  hopes  to  the  infinite  pily  of  God. 
Harshness,  relentlessness,  and  revenge  in  such,  while  bask- 
ing in  the  smile  of  his  mercy,  and  professedly  looking  to  his 
boundless  compassion  for  exemption  fi*om  eternal  death,  pre- 
sent the  strongest  contrast  possible  to  his  forbearance  and 
love,  reveal  a  heartless  ingratitude  in  circumstances  that 
invest  it  with  the  greatest  baseness  and  atrocity,  and  show 
in  the  most  decisive  forms  a  total  unfitness  for  that  kingdom 
which  is  to  consist  of  love,  of  righteousness,  and  of  peace. 

Secondly :  The  certainty  that  God  will  exact  the  penalty 
of  their  sins  from  those  who,  while  they  profess  to  accept 
the  boundless  mercy  of  a  free  forgiveness  by  him  of  jJl 
their  offences,  which  unpardoned  consign  them  to  eternal 
death,  forgive  not  the  comparatively  slight  offences  of  their 
fellow-men  against  themselves,  but  pursue  them  with  a 
merciless  harshness  and  revenge.  The  forgiveness,  the 
sincere  and  full  forgiveness  of  those  who  trespass  against  us, 
is  the  condition  of  our  obtaining  forgiveness  by  God ;  and  to 
the  heart-broken  with  a  sense  of  sin,  and  renewed  after  the  di- 
vine image,  though  sometimes  under  very  severe  injuries,  cost- 
ing a  struggle,  it  is  usually,  especially  in  moments  of  intimate 
communion  with  God,  easy  and  joyous  to  forgive.  The  in- 
finite beauty  that  invests  the  forbearance,  the  condescension, 
the  loving-kindness  of  God  in  forgiving  the  innumerable 
sins  of  which  it  is  conscious,  and  raising  it  to  the  rank  of  an 
accepted  child  and  heir  of  his  kingdom,  is  felt  to  belong  in  a 
measure  to  acts  of  forgiveness  exercised  towards  fellQw  men, 
and  prompts  to  it  with  freeness  and  gladness. 
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Art/V. — The  Sentiments  op  Dr.  Cotton  Mather 
"  Concerning  the  Second  Coming  of  Christ,  the 
New  Heavens  and  New  Earth,"  as  given  by  his  Son 
and  Biographer,  Samuel  Mather. 

BY  the  rev.  H.  CARLETON. 

It  is  presumed  that  no  person  will  deny  that  there  is  at 
this  time  so  strong  a  dislike  to  the  Millenarian  Doctrine,  that 
whoever  embraces  it  has  reason  to  expect  to  share  less 
in  the  affections  and  confidence  of  a  very  large  proportion 
of  the  members  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Congregational 
churches.  It  will  be  surmised  that  his  mind  is  not  well 
balanced ;  that  he  is  liable  to  be  led  astray  by  new  notions ; 
that  he  does  not  possess  the  power  of  discriminating  between 
truth  and  error ;  or  that,  through  a  want  of  independence, 
he  is  liable  to  be  misled  by  others.  This  prejudice  against 
Millenarians  no  doubt  would,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  re- 
moved, if  Christian  ministers  and  the  laity  were  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  history  of  the  doctrine  which  is  so  much 
disliked.  And  indeed  there  has  been  a  favorable  change  in 
this  respect  within  pn^  or  two  years.  The  revival  of  the 
ancient  doctrine  respecting  the  second  appearing  of  Christy 
the  resurrection  of  the  saints  to  reign  with  him,  and  of  the 
New  Heavens  and  New  Earth,  occurred  under  very  unfevor* 
able  circumstances.  As  the  inquiry  on  this  subject  com- 
menced at  a  time  when  many  were  agitated  by  the  extrava- 
gances and  errors  of  the  followers  of  Mr.  Miller  j  and  as  he 
coincided  with  Millenarians  in  respect  to  some 'essential 
elements  of  their  religious  [faith,  many  persons  have  sup* 
ysed  that  MiUenarianism  is  nothing  more  than  Millerism  in 
another  form.  Furthermore,  for  some  causey  Christians  of 
this  generation  have  not  had  their  attention  called  to  the 
subject ;  and  when  it  was  preached  or  promulgated  through 
the  press,  it  was  received  as  a  new  doctrine,  and  met  with 
special  opposition  from  those  who  are  distinguished  for  con- 
servatism. In  addition,  a  new  sentiment  had  obtained  a 
strong  hold  on  the  minds  of  many  Christians,  to  which 
MiUenarianism  is  antagonistical.  Contrary  to  the  belief  of 
Christians  in  all  former  times,  the  expectation  is  indulged 
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that  the  prevalence  of  misbelief,  and  wickedness,  and  conse- 
quent disorder  and  misery,  will  gradually  yield  to  the  force 
of  truth  disseminated  by  the  energy  of  the  Christian  church, 
and  that  the  latter  day  of  peace  and  holiness  will  be  imper- 
ceptibly ushered  in.  But  many^have  seen  their  mistake. 
They  have  learned  that  Millenarians  have  been  the  most  re- 
luctant to  make  innovations ;  that  the  doctrine  which  they 
cherish  has  an  easy  and  natural  connexion  with  the  ''  faith 
once  delivered  to  the  saints ;  ^  that  they  are  almost  without 
exception  firm  supporters  of  orthodoxy ;  and  of  all  men  the 
most  seldom  found  "  doting  about  questions  and  strifes  of 
words,  whereof  cometh  envy,  strife,  railings,  evil  surmisings, 
perverse  disputings  of  men  of  corrupt  minds." — 1  Tim.  vi. 
4,  6.  It  has  been  found  that  the  first  Christians  were 
Millenarians,  and  that  very  many  of  the  Puritan  Fathers 
received  the  same  doctrine;  that  those  who  are  called 
modern  Millenarians,  for  obvious  reasons,  do  not  shrink 
from  a  comparison  of  the  history  of  their  doctrine  with  that 
of  their  opponents.  The  result  is,  Millenarians  are  not 
regarded  with  so  much  distrust  and  aversion  as  they  have 
been. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  appearance  in  the  Journal  of  the 
sentiments  of  Dr.  Mather  respecting. the  Second  Coming  of 
Christ,  the  Eesurrection  of  the  Saints,  and  the  New  Heavens 
and  the  New  Earth,  will  awaken  a  more  earnest  inquiry,  re- 
specting facts  so  interesting,  and  in  which  all  true  believers 
will  find  their  everlasting  joy  and  rejoicing.  We  should  in- 
deed make  it  our  first  care  to  be  united  to  Christ  by  faith ; 
"  to  be  found  in  him"  renewed  in  his  image.  But  no  right- 
minded  Christian  will  doubt  the  propriety  of  holding  con- 
stantly in  our  minds  and  affections  the  end  of  our  faith,  even 
the-  glorious  appearing  of  our  Lord,  and  the  perfection  of  t^ 
saints,  who  shall  be  admitted  into  his  presence. 

We  have  another  reason  for  presenting  the  statement  of 
Dr.  Mather's  sentiments  on  this  subject  We  wish  to  bring 
to  the  notice  of  the  readers  of  the  Journal  those  considera- 
tions which  have  influenced  the  opinions  of  men  who  have 
lived  at  different  periods,  and  which  give  a  certain  as- 
surance of  the  revelation  of  fitcts  which  constitute  the 
elements,  and  we  may  say  substance  of  what  is  peculiar  to 
Millenarians.  Our  opponents  accuse  us  of  disagreeing  among 
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ourselves.  This  ought  not  to  cause  great  uueasiness,  since 
it  has  ever  been  the  standing  argument  of  Catholics  against 
all  Protestants.  And  furthermore,  it  is  no  strange  thing 
that  persons  who  think  independently,  and  who,  for  them- 
selves, derive  their  religious  opinions  from  the  sacred  Scrip- 
tures, should  have  some  differences  among  themselves.  But 
yet  it  is  a  fact  worthy  to  be  noted,  that  Millenarians  are 
very  harmonious  in  their  belief  of  those  fiicts  which  are  ob- 
jects of  revelation,  while  they  sometimes  disagree  in  their 
attempts  to  obviate  difficulties  which  necessarily  invest  sub- 
jects beyond  our  comprehension.  We  would  not  have  the 
readers  of  the  Journal  think  that  we  in  all  respects  coin- 
Qide  with  the  sentiments  of  Dr.  Mather.  As  it  is  not  our 
object  to  present  a  review  of  his  position  on  this  subject,  we 
shall  endeavor  to  invite  attention  to  what  we  receive,  rather 
than  to  attempt  a  refutation  of  what  we  reject 

Mr.  Mather's  biographer,  in  presenting  the  views  of  his 
fether  respecting  the  "  Sacred  Prophecies,"  says : 

''I  will  here  write  those  sentiments  of  these  things  of 
which  the  Doctor,  just  before  he  died,  had  a  firm  belief 
from  a  strict  inquiry,  long  study,  and  much  prayer ;  and,  as 
near  as  I  can,  I  will  express  his  sentiments  in  his  own 
words  in  the  following  assertions  : — 

1.  "  The  Second  Coming  of  the  Lord  will  be  at  and^  the 
destruction  of  the  man  of  sin,  and  the  extinction  of  the 
Bom^n  mona/rchy  under  the  Papal  form  of  it.  He  thought 
that,  although  wise  men  interpreted  our  Saviour's  coming 
in  the  chvds  of  heaven^  and  the  briglUness  of  his  appearance,  as 
if  it  meant  anything  besides  Sis  personal  coming,  herein 
they  spoke  foolishly  and  unaccountably.  For  as  their 
interpretations  leave  us  destitute  of  any  proof  that  our 
X«ord  will  ever  com/e,  at  all,  so  they  go  very  far  towards  a 
trespass  on  the  third  commandment^^ 

2.  "  The  conflagration^  described  by  the  oracles  of  God  in 
strong  terms,  and  which  we  are  warned  of  by  the  moui/i  of 
all  the  prophets^  this  conflagration  will  be  at  the  second  com- 
ing of  the  Lord.  To  make  the  Petrine  conflagration  signify 
no  more  than  the  laying  of  Jerusalem  and  her  daughter  in 
ashes;  and  to  make  the  new  heavens  and  the  new  earth 
signify  no  more  than  the  church  state  of  the  gospel,  these  are 
shameful  hallucinations.     And  as  for  the  new  earth,  b^  jre 
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tbe  arrival  of  whiA  no  man  can  reasonably  expect  happy 
times  for  the  church  of  God  upon  earth,  it  is  the  greatest 
absurdity  to  say  that  it  will  take  place  before  the  Petrine 
conflagration.  And  there  is  no  prospect  of  arguing  to  any 
purpose  with  such  as  can  talk  so  very  ridiculously." 

3.  "  Upon  the  conflagration  the  glorious  GoD  will  create 
new  heavens  and  a  new  earth.  In  the  upper  part  of  our 
atmosphere,  where  will  be  the  new  heavens,  there  will  be  the 
holy  city  which  GoD  has  prepared  for  his  people.  This  holy 
city  will  be  inhabited  by  the  raised  saints  attending  on  our 
SaItiour  there,  and  receiving  the  inconceivable  recompenses 
of  all  their  services  and  sufferings  for  Him.  The  new  ear  A 
will  be  a  Paradise,  prepared  for  another  people,  and  full  of 
the  goodness  of  the  Lord." 

4.  "  It  is  impossible  to  find  any  inhabitants  for  the  new 
earth,  but  a  set  of  people  that  shall  escape  the  conflagration. 
It  is  a  thing  plainly  revealed  unto  us  that  our  descending 
Eedeemer,  while  yet  at  a  further  distance  than  he  will  even 
come  when  he  sets^re  to  the  earth,  will  by  his  Almighty 
voice  raiise  the  dead,  whom  he  intends  for  blessedness,  and  so 
fetch  them  to  him  as  to  bring  them  vriih  him :  as  he  is  going 
on  in  his  nearer  approaches  with  his  illustrious  jetinue  to 
give  order  for  the  tremendous  fire,  he  will  hear  the  cries  of 
his  chosen  called  and  faithful  ones,  and  he  will  send  *  his 
angels  to  do  for  them  as  once  for  Elijah.  These  hundred 
and  forty-four  thousand  servants  of  GoD  and  walkers  with 
Him,  that  have  the  hark  of  God  upon  them  when  the 
destroyers  are  going  to  hurt  the  earth,  shall  be  caught  up  to 
meet  the  Lord  and  with  Him  shall  be  in  safety  while  Aey 
shall  see  the  earth  flaming  under  them.  These  are  they  who 
shall  return  to  the  new  earth,  possess  it,  and  people  it;  they 
shall  soon  multiply  into  mighty  nations  upon  it." 

6.  „  The  process  oi  judgment  on-the  sheep  and  goats,  in  the 
twenty-fifih  chapter  of  Matthew,  has  not  one  of  the  raised 
from  the  dead  concerned  in  it ;  but  it  is  a  quick  division  and 
decision  made  by  our  Lord  among  the  Christians  who  cry 
for  mercy  when  they  see  the  fire  of  God  ready  to  seize  upon 
them  determining  who  shall  be  caught  up  to  meet  the  Lord, 
abd  who  shall  be  left  to  the  perdition  of  ungodly  men  in  the 
flames  before  them,  and  there  shall  not  one  ungodly  man  be 
left  living  in  the  world." 
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6.  "Thb  raised  Biiuts  in  the  new  heavens  will  not  marry 
nor  be  given  in  marriage,  but  be  eqtial  with  the  angels ;  the 
changed  saints  in  the  new  earth  will  huild  houses  and  inhabit 
them,  plant  vineyards  and  eat  the  fruit  of  them,  and  wiU 
have  an  offspring  that  will  he  unth  them  the  blessed  of  the  Lord ; 
and  if  blessed,  then  sinless  and  deathless.  The  sacred  Scrip- 
tures have  expressly  declared  this  diflference  between  them." 

7.  "  While  the  holy  people  on  the  new  earth  shall  be  cir- 
cumstanced like  Adam  and  Eve  in  paradise,  in  a  pure  and 
spotless  manner  living  unto  God  ;  the  raised  saints,  being 
somewhat  more  angelically  circumstanced,  will  be  sent  from 
time  to  time  down  from  the  new  heavens  unto  them  to  be 
their  teachers  and  rulers,  and  have  power  over  nations,  and 
the  will  of  God  will  be  done  on  earth  <w  it  is  in  heaven.  This 
dispensation  will  continue  at  least  a  thousand  years.  Whether 
the  translations  from  the  new  earth  to  the  new  heavens  will 
be  successively  during  the  thousand  years,  or  all  together 
after  it,  has  not  been  discovered" 

8.  "  The  new  heaven  in  conjunction  with  the  new  earth 
under  the  influence  of  it,  is  that  heavenly  country  which 
the  patriarchs  looked  for.  When  the  great  God  promised 
them  that  he  would  be  their  God  and  bless  them,  they  under- 
stood it  of , his  bringing  them  into  this  deathless  and  sinless 
world.  They  who  expect  the  rest  promised  for  the  church 
of  God  upon  earth  to  be  found  anywhere  but  in  the  new 
earth,  and  they  who  expect  any  happy  times  for  the  church 
in  a  world  that  hath  death  and  sin  in  it;  those  do  err  not 
knowing  the  Scriptures  nor  the  kingdom  of  God."     • 

We  will  now  examine  some  of  Dr.  Mather's  propositionF, 
and  compare  them  with  Scripture,  that  we  may  determine 
whether  he  was  warranted  in  giving  them  positively  as  the 
enunciation  of  undoubted  fact.     His  biographer  says : 

"He  thought  that,  although  wise  men  have  interpreted 
our  Saviour's  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  and  the 
brightness  of  his  appearance,  as  if  it  meant  anything 
besides  his  personal  coming  herein,  they  spake  foolishly 
and  unaccountably.  For  as  their  interpretations  leave  us 
destitute  of  any  proof  that  our  Lord  will  ever  come  at  all,  so 
they  go  very  far  towards  a  trespass  on  the  third  command- 
ment'* 

We  will  in  the  first  place  examine  those  Scriptures  which 
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affirm  the  coming  of  Christ  in  the  clouds,  or  in  the  elands 
of  heaven. 

"  I  saw  in  the  night  visions,  and  behold,  one  like  the  Son 
of  man  came  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  and  came  to  the 
Ancient  of  days,  and  they  brought  him  near  before  him" 
(Dan.  vii.  18).  We  will  not  here  attempt  to  examine  the 
import  of  this  Scripture,  but  will  first  refer  to  other  passages 
which  speak  of  the  coming  of  Christ  in  the  clouds. 

"  Jesus  saith  unto  him.  Thou  hast  said ;  nevertheless  I 
say  unto  you.  Hereafter  shall  ye  see  the  Son  of  man  sitting 
on  the  right  hand  of  power,  and  coming  in  the  clouds  of 
heaven"  (Matt.  xxvi.  64.  See  also  Mark  xiv.  62 ;  Luke 
xxii.  69).  This  was  the  answer  that  Jesus  gave  to  the  high 
priest,  who  said  unto  him,  "  I  abjure  thee  by  the  living 
God,  that  thou  tell  us  whether  thou  be  the  Christ  the  Son 
of  God."  To  this  demand  our  Saviour  gives  an  affirmative 
answer.  He  declared  that  he  was.  And  he  manifestly  ap- 
plies to  himself  the  passage  which  we  have  quoted  from 
Daniel.  That  is,  he  affirmed  that  he  was  the  personage 
whom  Daniel  foresaw  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  and 
he  assured  the  high  priest  that  he  would  be  a  spectator  of 
his  august  approach.  These  passages  refer  to  the  same  per- 
son and  the  same  advent. 

There  is  evidence  that  in  the  following  passages  the  same 
coming  of  the  Son  of  man  is  referred  to  which  was  described 
by  the  prophet.  "  And  then  shall  all  the  tribes  of  the  earth 
mourn,  and  they  shall  see  the  Son  of  man  coming  in  the 
clouds  6f  heaven  with  power  and  great  glory."  "  And  then 
shall  they  see  the  Son  of  man  coming  in  the  clouds  with 
great  power  and  glory."  "  And  then  shall  they  see  the  Son 
of  man  coming  in  a  cloud,  with  power  and  great  glory." 
"  Behold,  he  cometh  with  clouds,  and  every  eye  shall  see 
him"  (Rev.  i.  7).  The  language  in  all  these  passages  is 
nearly  the  same  ;  and  those  of  them  that  are  found  in  the 
New  Testament  are  to  be  regarded  as  a  repetition  of  that 
found  in  Daniel  vii.  18,  and  a  description  of  the  same 
event.  If  that  announces  a  literal  coming,  then  a  literal 
appearing  is  affirmed  in  the  other  Scriptures  quoted  above. 
But  if  the  prophet  saw  only  the  representation  of  a  manifes- 
tation  of  the  divine  power  of  the  Saviour  in  the  government 
of  the  world,  and  protecting  and  defending  his  church,  then 
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our-  Saviour  and  his  servant  John  spake  of  the  same  thing 
under  the  imagery  of  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  man  in  the 
clouds  of  heaven.  If  there  are  other  passages  in  which 
similar  language  is  found,  they  do  not  teach  a  personal 
coming  more  plainly  or  conclusively  than  it  is  taught  in 
those  already  quoted. 

If  it  should  be  said  that  a  literal  coming  of  our  Saviour  in 
the  clouds  is  affirmed  (though  not  in  form,  yet  in  fact)  in 
Acts  i.  11,  we  could  not  deny  it ;  yet  we  should  say,  if  all 
other  descriptions  of  his  coming  in  the  clouds  refer  to  a 
providential  coming,  then,  by  applying  the  laws  of  language, 
or  perhaps  we  should  say  by  the  abuse  of  the  laws  of  lan- 
guage by  which  they  are  deprived  of  their  obvious  mean- 
ing, to  this  passage,  we  could  make  it  signify  about  what  we 
might  wish  to  have  it  teach.  On  the  other  hand,  if  Acts  [i 
ll  were  the  only  reference  to  the  coming  of  Christ  in  the 
douds,  we  should  be  under  an  absolute  necessity  to  derive 
firom  it  a  coming  to  reign  personally  on  the  earth.  It  is 
very  generally  believed  that  the  Scriptures  teach  that  Christ 
will  come  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  literally,  personally.  But 
where  is  this  fact  taught!  If  it  be  not  taught  in  the  pas- 
sages quoted,  where  is  it  taught?  And  if  it  is  not  taught  in 
all  of  them,  how  shall  we  show  thi^  it  is  taught  in  any  of 
them?  Is.the  personal  coming  of  Christ  a  mere  tradition, 
which  the  Christian  world  have  been  united  in  receiving  as 
an  undoubted  feet  revealed  in  Scripture,  while  there  is  no 
passage  to  be  found  in  which  it  is  affirmed  I  Have  Chris- 
tians derived  a  literal  feet  from  language  which,  when  pro- 
perly  interpreted,  they  concede  refers  to  no  such  thing,  but 
only  images  forth  some  event  under  the  government  of  God  I 

There  are  Scriptures  which  speak  of  the  coming  of  Christ 
without  the  adjunct  of  " in  the  clouds,"  or  "in  the  clouds  of 
heaven.''  Do  these  describe  a  literal  personal  coming,  or  do 
they  simply  affirm  a  fact  in  his  government  of  the  world  or 
his  church?    We  will  present  some  of  these  passages. 

"  And  ye  shall  flee  to  the  valley  of  the  mountains ;  for 
the  valley  of  the  mountains  shall  reach  unto  Azal :  yea,  ye 
shall  flee  like  as  ye  fled  from  before  the  earthquake  in  the 
days  of  Uzziah  king  of  Judah :  and  the  Lord  my  God  shall 
come  and  all  the  saints  with  thee "  (Zech.  xiv.  6).  It  will 
be  presumed,  that  none  of  the  readers  of  the  Journal  will 
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have  any  disposition  to  deny  that  Christ  is  the  being  who  is 
designated  in  the  phrase,  "The  Lord  my  God."  Let  it  here 
be  noted  that  it  is  said  that  his  saints  will  come  with  him. 

By  referring  to  the  New  Testament  we  shall  find  that  the 
coming  of  Christ  with  the  saints  is  referred  to  as  a  fixed 
certainty,  as  clearly  revealed,  as  firom  the  use  of  similar 
language  there  is  evidently  a  reference  to  the  same  coming 
here  described,  in  the  passages  to  which  we  shall  now 
refer. 

"  Seeing  t^  M  a  righteous  thing  with  God  to  recompense 
tribulation  to  them  that  trouble  you ;  and  to  you  who  are 
troubled,  rest  with  us,  when  the  Lord  Jesus  shall  be 
revealed  from  heaven  with  his  mighty  angels,  in  flaming 
fire  taking  vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  that 
obey  not  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ :  who  shall 
be  punished  with  everlasting  destruction  from  the  presence 
of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power,  when  he  shall 
come  to  be  glorified  in  his  saints,  and  to  be  admired  in  all 
them  that  believe  (because  our  testimony  among  you  was 
believed)  in  that  day."  (2  Thess.  i.  6-10.)  At  this  coming 
Christ  is  to  be  glorified  in  his  saints,  and,  therefore,  we 
may  suppose  that  it  synchronizes  with  his  coming  with  his 
saints,  foretold  in  Zechariah. 

"And  Enoch  also,  tte  seventh  from  Adam,  prophesied 
of  these  things,  saying,  behold  the  Lord  cometh  with  ten 
thousand  of  his  saints."    (Jude  v.  14.) 

"  But  every  man  in  his  own  order:  Christ  the  first  fruits: 
afterwards  they  that  are  Christ's  at  his  coming."  (1  Cor.  xy. 
23.)  The  language  is  varied  a  little  here,  but  yet  there  can, 
we  think,  be  no  doubt  that  the  same  event  is  referred  ta 
"  For  if  we  believe  that  Jesus  died  and  rose  again,  even  so 
them  also  which  sleep  in  Jesus  will  he  bring  with  him." 
(1  Thess.  iv.  14.)  The  sense,  in  substance,  is  here  affirmed 
with  what  the  prophet  Zechariah  saw.  And  we  know  that 
the  resurrection  of  the  just  is  referred  to  in  the  context, 
wherein  there  is  a  more  full  description  of  the  august  ap- 
pearing, or  coming  of  the  Saviour  with  his  saints. 

"And  then  shall  that  wicked  be  revealed,  whom  the  Lord 
shall  consume  with  the  spirit  of  his  mouth,  and  shall  destroy 
with  the  brightness  of  his  coming."  (2  Thess.  ii.  8.)  **  When 
the  Son  of  .man  shall  come  in  his  glory,  and  all  the  holy 
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angels  with  him,  then  shall  he  sit  upon  the  throne  of  his 
glory."    (Matt.  xxv.  81.) 

"  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteous- 
ness, which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge,  shall  give  me  • 
at  that  day :  aud  not  to  me  only,  but  unto  all  them  also 
that  love  his  appearing."  (2  Tim.  iv.  8.)  "  So  Christ  was 
once  offered  to  bear  the  sins  of  many,  and  unto  them  that 
look  for  him  shall  he  appear  the  second  time  without  sin 
unto  salvation."    (Heb.  ix.  28.) 

There  are  other  passages  in  which  the  coming  revelation 
or  appearing  of  our  Lord  is  foretold,  but  it  is  presumed  that 
if  a  literal  appearing  be  not  declared  by  the  texts  already 
quoted,  it  cannot  be  proved  from  any  other  Scriptures. 
These  references  will,  therefore,  be  amply  sufficient  for  our 
purpose. 

There  is  one  fact  to  which  we  wish  to  direct  the  careful 
attention  of  the  readers  of  the  Journal.'  It  is  this :  whenever 
Christ  or  any  of  the  writers  of  the  New  Testament  speak  of 
his,  then  future,  coming,  they  introduce  it  as  an  event  pre- 
viously revealed.  We  think  in  no  instance  is  it  mentioned 
or  alluded  to  as  a  new  revelation.  It  is  one  of  the  things 
everywhere  assumed  on  the  authority  of  a  divine  revelation, 
and  one  well  known  to  all  who  knew  the  Old  Testament 
Scriptures.  And  furthermore,  there  were  certain  familiar 
forms  of  expression  which  were  employed  when  they  spoke 
of  it.  Where  did  they  find  this  event  revealed  ?  Was  it 
in  other  sacred  writings  not  known  to  us,  or  in  a  tradition- 
ary account  of  divine  communications?  Most  evidently 
not.  The  Old  Testament  Scriptures  which  we  now  have 
were  their  authority.  They  were  the  Scriptures  of  truth,  to 
which  they  referred.  And  we  think  we  hazard  nothing  in 
affirming  that  no  other  coming  of  our  Lord  is  foretold  in  the 
New  Testament  than  what  had  been  foretold  in  the  Old. 
&ut  where  in  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures  is  the  second 
coming  of  Christ  predicted,  if  not  in  the  passages  already 
referred  to  ?  Understand  us.  We  do  notf  deny  that  in  very 
many  places  this  event  is  predicted ;  but  we  do  affirm, 
that  if  the  passages  quoted  do  not  refer  to  a  personal  coming, 
such  an  appearing  cannot  be  proven  from  any  other.  If  we 
have  not  referred  to  those  Scriptures  which  are  the  most 
clear  and  explicit  on  this  subject,  we  have  not  done  what 
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we  wished,  and  what  we  have  designed  to  do.  Furthermore 
we  have  referred  to  those  texts  from  which  the  writers  of 
the  New  Testament  seem  evidently  to  have  borrowed  their 
language  when  speaking  of  the  glorious  appearing  of  the 
Lord.  Indeed,  the  language  employed  in  the  Old  Testament 
seems  to  have  had  the  force  of  technical  words  or  phrases 
with  the  writers  of  the  New  Testament  Do  they  refer  to 
the  coming  of  the  Son  of  man  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  ?  They 
employ  the  language  of  Daniel  to  give  utterance  to  what 
they  wish  to  communicate.  Do  they  wish  to  speak  of  the 
saints  as  attendants  on  Christ  at  his  advent  ?  From  Zechariah 
they  obtain  an^  expression  which  will  unerringly  indicate 
their  meaning.  We  will  further  add,  that  if  there  are  other 
Scriptures  from  which  a  future  personal  appearing  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  could  be  proved,  though  it  should  be  made  to 
appear  that  such  a  coming  is  not  indicated  in  those  referred 
to,  we  would  thank  any  person  to  tell  us  .where  they  are 
to  be  found. 

Does  any  one  say  that  some  of  the  passages  quoted  teach 
a  future  personal  advent,  and  some  do  not?  Which  do  not? 
Are  they  those  found  in  the  Old  Testament?  But  these  are 
manifestly  the  very  passages  to  which  reference  is  had  by 
the  writers  of  the  New  Testament  to  prove  that  God  had 
promised  a  literal  coming.  These  are  the  passages  from 
which  they  borrow  their  language  when  they  speak  of  it : 
i^  indeed,  they  anywhere  do  refer  to  such  an  appearing. 

Which  do  declare  a  personal  coming?  Shall  we  say  that 
it  is  taught  in  the  following  Scriptures?  "  Christ  the  first 
fruits:  afterwards  they  that  are  Christ's  at  his  coming." 
''And  unto  them  that  look  for  him  shall  he  appear  the  second 
time  without  sin  unto  salvation."  And  where  shall  we  look 
for  a  revelation  of  what  is  referred  to  in  these  passages,  as  a 
fixed  certainty,  if  not  to,  "  And  the  Lord  my  God  shall  come, 
and  all  the  saints  with  thee,"  and  to  other  passages  in  which 
similar  language  is  employed,  and  with  like  import?  Let 
us  say  again,  what  text  shall  we  select  to  prove  that  Christ 
will  come  again  personally,  while  we  must  not,  by  following 
the  laws  of  language,  determine  that  such  a  coming  is 
taught  in  all  the  texts  we  have  referred  to  above? 

If  any  of  these  prove  that  Christ  will  come  personaUy, 
then  they  all  do.    And  if  these  do  not  teach  a  literal  ap- 
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pearing,  then  such  an  appearing  cannot  be  found  in  the 
Scriptures.  Are  the  readers  of  the  Journal  ready  to  discard 
this  fundamental  article  of  the  Christian  faith  ?  We  trust 
not.  It  is  too  dear  to  them,  too  cleariy  revealed  in  the 
Scriptures  of  truth,  and  too  intimately  connected  with  the 
judgment,  the  resurrection  of  the  body,  and  the  blessedness 
of  the  saints,  to  be  abandoned  for  the  sake  of  sustaining  a 
fevorite  theory  respecting  what  shall  be  before  Christ  shall 
appear. 

But  if  a  personal  appearing  of  the  Lord  Jesus  is  taught 
in  the  Scriptures  which  we  have  quoted,  and  in  similar  pas- 
sages, then  it  is  obvious  that  that  appearing  will  be  ^^ai  and 
for  the  deslTuction  of  the  man  of  sin,"  as  maintained  by  Dr. 
Mather,  and  will  be  pre-millennial.  We  have  no  need  to 
J)rove  that  Dan.  vii.  13 ;  Zech.  xiv.  5  ;  2  Thess.  ii.  8,  refer 
to  events  contemporaneous  with  the  destruction  of  the  man 
of  sin,  and  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  righteousness 
on  the  earth.  Which  shall  we  do  ?  Shall  we  abandon  the 
belief  that  the  Scriptures  teach  that  Christ  will  appear  the 
second  time  literally,  personally ;  or  shall  we  admit  the  doc- 
trine of  the  pre-millennial  advent  ?  One  or  the  other  we 
must  do.  We  do  talk  "  foolishly  and  unaccountably"  [for 
we  could  not  give  a  reason  for  what  we  should  say],  if  we 
adhere  to  the  belief  of  a  personal  coming,  and  at  the  same 
time  refer  all  those  Scriptures  which  represent  that  Christ 
will  appear,  will  come,  will  be  revealed,  will  come  in  the 
clouds  of  heaven,  to  something  besides  a  literal  appearing. 

II.  The  positions  of  our  author  respecting  the  conflagra- 
tion, and  the  new  heavens,  and  the  new  earth,  are  worthy  of 
consideration.    He  says : — 

"  To  make  the  Petrine  conflagration  signify  no  more  than 
the  laying  of  Jerusalem  and  her  daughter  in  ashes ;  and  to 
make  the  new  heavens  and  the  new  earth  signify  no  more 
than  the  church  state  of  the  gospel, — ^these  are  shameful 
hallucinations ;  and  as  for  the  new  earth,  before  the  arrival 
of  which  no  man  can  reasonably  expect  happy  times  for  the 
church  of  God  upon  earth,  it  is  the  greatest  absurdity  to  say 
that  it  will  take  place  before  the  Petrint  conflagration. 
And  there  is  no  prospect  of  arguing  to  any  purpose  with 
such  as  can  talk  so  very  ridiculously." 

Let  us  examine  these  statements  by  the  Scriptures  of  truth. 
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It  will  be  desirable  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  where  the 
promise  of  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth  is  made.  We  have 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  state  of  things  indicated  by  these 
names  is  often  mentioned  by  the  prophets  under  different 
forms,  or  by  different  language.  But  we  propose  now  to 
examine  those  Scriptures  where  these  names  are  used.  The 
new  heavens  and  the  new  earth  are  promised  in  the  follow- 
ing Scripture. 

"  For  behold,  I  create  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth :  and 
the  former  shall  not  be  remembered  nor  come  to  mind"  (Isa. 
Ixv.  17).  It  is  evident  that  the  race  of  men  will  continue, 
and  that  children  will  be  born,  after  this  creation,  and  that 
they  will  inhabit  the  new  earth ;  for  the  prophet  describes 
the  condition  of  those  who  dwell  upon  it  as  follows.  "  But 
be  ye  glad  and  rejoice  for  ever  in  that  which  I  create ;  for 
behold  I  create  Jerusalem  a  rejoicing,  and  her  people  a 
joy.  And  I  will  rejoice  in  Jerusalem,  and  joy  with  my 
people ;  and  the  voice  of  weeping  shall  be  no  more  heard  in 
her,  nor  the  voice  of  crying.  There  shall  be  no  more  thence 
an  infant  of  days,  nor  an  old  man  that  hath  not  filled  his 
days ;  for  the  child  shall  die  an,  hundred  years  old :  but  the 
sinner  being  an  hundred  years  old  shall  be  accursed.  And 
they  shall  build  houses  and  inhabit  them;  and  they  shall 
plant  vineyards  and  eat  the  fruit  of  them.  They  shall  not 
build  and  another  inhabit;  they  shall  not  plant  and  another 
eat ;  for  as  the  days  of  a  tree,  are  the  days  of  my  people, 
and  mine  elect  shall  long  enjoy  the  work  of  their  hands. 
They  shall  not  labour  in  vain,  nor  bring  forth  for  trouble ; 
for  they  are  the  seed  of  the  blessed  of  the  Lord,  and  their 
offspring  with  them.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  before 
they  call  I  will  answer ;  and  while  they  are  yet  speaking  I 
will  hear.  The  wolf  and  the  lamb  shall  feed  together,  and 
the  lion  shall  eat  straw  like  the  bullock ;  and  dust  shall  be 
the  serpent's  meat  They  shall  not  hurt  nor  destroy  in  all 
my  holy  mountain,  saith  the  Lord"  (Isa.  Ixv.  18-25). 

Should  any  say  this  is  a  description  of  heavenly  things 
aiter  the  human  race  shall  cease  to  propagate  itself  and  the 
earth  shall  have  been  annihilated,  it  were  useless  to  attempt 
to  refute  them ;  for  when  men  maintain  opinions  without 
reason  and  against  reason,  a  wise  man  will  not  expect  to 
convince  them  of  their  folly  by  arguments.     "  For  as  the 
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new  heavens  and  the  new  earth,  which  I  will  make,  shall 
remain  before  me,  saith  the  Lord,  so  shall  your  seed  and 
your  name  remain."  (Isaiah  Ixvi.  22.)  Here,  also,  it  is  mani- 
fest that  the  new  earth  is  the  abode  of  men  who  live  upon 
the  products  of  the  earth,  and  who  have  bodies  of  flesh  as 
we  have.  But  we  would  remark  that  we  learn  itom  the 
context  that  previous  to  the  creation  of  the  new  heavens  and 
the  new  earth  there  will  be  a  terrific  destruction  of  wicked 
men.  The  prophet  says,  "  And  they  shall  go  forth,  and 
look  upon  the  carcasses  of  the  men  that  have^transgressed 
against  me ;  for  their  worm  shall  not  die,  neither  shall  their 
fire  be  quenched;  and  they  shall  be  an  abhorring  to  all 
flesh."  (Isa.  Ixvi.  24.)  This  destruction  and  burning  is 
more  fully  iJet  forth  in  2  Peter  iii.,  to  which  we  refer  below. 

When  will  the  state  of  things  indicated  by  the  terms  New 
Heaven  and  New  Earth  exist?  Does  the  Christian  church 
now  inhabit  the  new  earth,  and  are  we  now  surrounded  by 
the  new  heavens  ?  Certainly  the  present  state  of  things  is 
no  way  answerable  to  the  description  given  above. 

We  will  now  refer  you  to  another  passage  in  which  the 
new  heavens  and  the  new  eprth  are  spoken  of.  "  Never- 
theless we,  according  to  his  promise,  look  for  new  heavens 
and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness."  (2  Peter 
iiL  12.) .  Where  are  the  new  heavens  and  new  earth  pro- 
mised? Without  any  doubt,  in  the  Scriptures  already 
quoted.  We  will  now  inquire  again  when  will  they  be 
made  ?  The  context  gives  the  answer.  It  will  be  after  the 
conflagration,  when  "  the  heavens  shall  pass  away  with  a 
great  noise,  and  the  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent  heat ; 
the  earth  also,  and  all  the  works  therein,  shall  be  burned 
np."  (2  Peter  iii.  10.)  At  that  time  the  apostle  says  will 
be  "  the  day  of  judgment  and  perdition  of  ungodly  men." 
(2  Peter  iii.  7.) 

We  suppose  th^re  are  those  who  will  say  that  the  predic- 
tion respecting  the  conflagration  of  the  earth  and  the  ele- 
ments was  fulfilled  at  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  and 
that  the  new  heavens  Bnd  new  earth  now  exist.  But  was 
the  earth  deluged  with  fire?  and  did  the  elements  melt  with 
fervent  heat  when  Jerusalem  was  destroyed,  as  the  windows 
of  heaven  were  opened,  and  the  old  world  was  overflowed 
with  water  at  the  flood  ?    Certainly  no  such  thing  ooourred 
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'when  Jerusalem  was  overthrown  But  the  conflagration 
described  by  Peter  will  be  universal,  like  the  flood  in  the 
days  of  Noah. 

"  Knowing  this  first  that  there  shall  come  in  the  last  days 
scoffers  walking  after  their  own  lusts,  and  saying,  Where  is 
the  promise  of  his  coming ;  for  since  the  fathers  fell  asleep 
all  things  continue  as  they  were  from  the  beginning  of  the 
creation?  For  this  they  are  willingly  ignorant  of  that 
by  the  word  of  God  the  heavens  were  of  old,  and  the  earth 
standing  out  of  the  water  and  in  the  water,  whereby  the 
world  that  then  was,  being  overflowed  with  water,  perished. 
But  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  which  are  now  by  the 
same  word,  are  kept  in  store,  reserved  unto  fire  against 
the  day  of  judgment  and  perdition  of  ungodly  men  ?"  Kit 
bad  been  designed  to  foreshow  in  the  Scriptures  the  destruc- 
tion of  Jerusalem,  when  it  was  overthrown  by  the  Eomans, 
it  would  seem  to  have  been  more  appropriate  to  have  repre- 
sented the  Jews  as  willingly  ignorant  that  Jerusalem  had 
been  ever  destroyed  by  Nebuchadnezzar.  There  is  so  much 
violence  done  to  language  by  making  this  conflagration  a 
description  of  the  burning  of  Jerusalem,  and  the  new 
heavens  and  the  new  earth,  *  identical  with  the  present 
state  of  the  Christian  church,  that  we  exceedingly  wonder 
why  those  who  thus  interpret  this  Scripture  are  not  so  much 
ashamed  of  their  interpretation  that  they  refuse  to  acknow- 
ledge it  as  their  own.  It  is  presumed  that  none  of  the 
readers  of  the  Journal  have  such  views  of  the  import  of 
the  passage. 

Let  it  be  noted  that  the  conflagration  here  described  will 
be  at  the  second  coming  of  Christ ;  for  in  reference  to  it  the 
scoflfers  will  say,  **  Where  is  the  promise  of  his  coming?" 
Again  it  will  be  at  the  day  of  judgment,  frequently  men- 
tioned in  the  Scriptures,  as  is  clearly  indicated  in  the 
following — "  Eeserved  unto  fire  against  the  day  of  judgment 
and  perdition  of  ungodly  men."  Hence  it  appears  that  at 
the  coming  of  Christ  the  earth  will  be  burned,  ungodly  men 
will  be  judged  and  doomed  to  perdition,  and  subsequently 
an  order  of  things  will  be  instituted  denominated  new  heavens 
and  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness.  Now,  if 
we  turn  back  to  Isaiah,  where  the  new  heavens  and  the 
new  earth,  which  Peter  speaks  of,  were  promised,  we  shall 
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find  that  on  the  new  earth  they-  "shall  build  houses  and 
inhabit  them;  and  they  shall  plant  vineyards  and  eat  the 
firuitof  them;"  that  children  will  be  born,  for  "they  shall 
not  labour  in  vain,  nor  bring  forth  for  trouble,  for  they  are  the 
seed  of  the  blessed  of  the  Lord,  and  their  ofi&pring  with 
them."  The  earth  will  therefore  be  inhabited  by  a  race  of 
men  who  shall  live  upon  the  fruits  of  it.  Does  what  is 
described  in  these  passages  exist  now,  or  will  it  in  the 
millennial  state?  If  we  say  it  exists  now,  then  the  coming 
of  Christ  is  already  passed,  the  judgment  is  passed,  and  no 
better  state  of  things  is  to  be  looked  for  upon  the  earth.  Is 
it  future,  but  after  the  millennial  period  ?  Then  between 
the  present  time  and  the  creation  of  the  new  heavens  and 
the  new  earth  there  will  be  a  space  of  at  least  a  thousand 
years  of  great  peace  and  prosperity  to  the  church,  when 
Satan  shall  not  deceive  the  nations. 

But  we  are  commanded  to  watch  for  the  appearing  of  Christ 
here  predicted,  for  we  know  not  that  he  will  not  come  this 
day.  If,  however,  the  Lord  has  revealed  in  the  Scriptures 
that  his  appearing  will  be  at  least  a  thousand  years  from  this 
time,  we  do  know  certainly  that  he  will  not  come  in  our  day 
unless  we  live  a  thousand  years.  Furthermore,  the  confla- 
gration described  by  Peter  will  be  at  that  coming  of  Christy 
foretold  by  the  prophets  and  confirmed  by  himself  and  his 
apostles,  when  he  shall  by  the  brightness  of  his  appearing 
destroy  the  man  of  sin  or  the  persecuting  power  which 
John  puts  before  the  millennium,  or  at  its  commencement. 
There  will  be  no  long  period  of  peace  and  godly  prosperity  to 
the  church  before  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  man  in  the 
clouds  of  heaven.  The  Scriptures  speak  of  no  such  happy 
times  before  that  event.  On  the  contrary,  they  represent 
that  the  enemy  will  triumph  until  the  appearance  of  the 
Son  of  man  in  the  clouds.  But  when  the  apostle  saw  in 
vision  the  righteous  dead  rising  to  reign  with  Christ  a 
thousand  years,  did  he  not  have  a  prophetic  view  of  great 
peace,  joy,  and  blessedness  ?  Since,  therefore,  a  happy  state 
to  the  church  will  commence  at  the  beginning  of  the  thousand 
years,  we  must  conclude  that  then  the  new  heavens  and 
the  new  earth  will  be  created,  to  continue  not  a  thousand 
years  only,  but  for  ever. 

We  would  earnestly  invite  attention  to  the  declaration  of 
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Dr.  Mather  that — "No  man  can  reasonably  expect  happy 
times  for  the  church  of  God  upon  earth  before  the  'arrival' 
of  the  new  earth."  Are  such  times  anywhere  foretold  by 
the  prophets  ?  Are  they  foretold  in  the  New  Testament  ? 
Where  in  all  the  Scriptures  are  we  taught  that  there  will 
be  any  period,  however  brief,  or  a  thousand  years  of  peace,  of 
true  blessedness  to  the  church  of  Christ,  before  the  promised 
new  heaven  and  new  earth  shall  be  created?  Nowhere  can 
such  a  prediction  be  found.  On  the  contrary,  from  the  pro- 
phets, from  the  parables  of  our  Saviour,  from  all  his 
teachings,  fix}m  the  revelations  made  to  his  servants,  we 
learn  that  the  church  must  be  surrounded  by  the  enemies  of 
God,  must  be  afficted  with  false  brethren  until  God  shall 
renovate  the  earth. 

But  when  he  creates  the  new  heavens  and  the  new  earth 
he  will  send  Jesus  according  to  his  promise.  And  his  saints 
will  come  with  him  and  will  reign  with  him. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  ask  the  readers  of  the  Journal 
whether  they  Ijave  ever  considered  the  import  of  the  peti- 
tion in  the  Lord's  prayer,  "  Thy  kingdom  come,  thy  will  be 
done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven."  Can  this  be  before  the 
creation  of  the  new  heavens  and  the  new  earth ;  before  the 
saints  shall  be  raised  and  made  equal  unto  the  angels ;  before 
the  Lord  shall  come  with  them,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth  shall  be  all  righteous  ?  Must  we  not  have  as  much 
as  this  in  oiy  minds  if  we  sincerely  pray  for  what  is  indi- 
cated in  this  petition  ?  And  if  Christ  has  taught  us  to  pray 
for  this,  may  we  not  suppose  that  it  is  predicted  in  the 
Scriptures,  so  that  we  can  pray,  believing  in  the  divine 
word  that  our  prayer  shall  be  answered  ?  Here  is  a  marvel- 
lous thing  I  While  millenarians  are  few  and  their  doctrine 
is  much  spoken  against,  the  whole  Christian  world  daily 
pray  for  the  accomplishment  of  all  that  is  embraced  in  the 
millenarian  doctrine!  Is  not  this  so?  And  are  not  our 
opponents  with  us  when  they  draw  near  to  God  in  hum- 
ble worship,  and  in  their  supplications  give  utterance  to 
the  most  intense,  the  most  earnest  longings  of  their  souls  ? 
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Abt.   VL— a  Desigkatiok  and  Expositiok  of  thb 
Figures  of  Isaiah,  Chaptebs  XXX,  akd  XXXT. 

OBAPIXR  TTT. 

The  propliet  first  inveighs  against  those  who  deserted 
Jehovah,  and  sent  ambassadors  to  Egypt  to  purchase  help; 
and  predicts  the  disappointment  and  shame  in  which  the 
policy  was  to  end.  He  then  contrasts  with  the  disastrous 
results  of  their  reliance  on  men,  the  safety,  prosperity,  and 
peace  they  were  to  enjoy,  when  God  should  interpose  and 
give  them  redemption  by  his  Almighty  arm. 

1,  2.  Hypocatastases.  "  Woe  to  the  rebellious  children^ 
saith  Jehovah,  who  form  a  plan  but  not  from  me ;  who  cover 
with  a  covering,  but  not  by  my  Spirit,  that  they  may  add  m 
to  sin ;"  V.  1.  To  form  a  plan  of  policy  without  taking  coun- 
sel  of  Jehovah,  was  an  act  of  apostasy  from  him — ^to  turn  to 
men  for  protection  was  to  renounce  hini  as  their  covenant 
God,  and  transfer  their  trust  from  him  to  them.  To  cover 
with  a  covering,  denoting  a  studied  and  specious  conceal* 
ment,  is  used  by  hypocatastasis  to  signify  that  they  veiled 
their  plan  from  the  public  eye,  and  kept  it  a  secret^  so  thai 
to  the  sin  of  apostasy  from  God  they  added  also  the  sin  of 
hypocrisy  and  deception  towards  men. 

8.  Metaphor  in  the  use  of  add.  The  two  sins  were  not 
literally  added  together,  like  arithmetical  numbers,  or  dropi 
of  water,  so  as  to  become  one;  that  was  impossible.  The 
verb  is  used  by  a  metaphor,  to  indicate  simply  that  they 
were  conjoined,  and  belonged  to  the  same  scheme   dt 

agency. 

4.  Metonymy  of  mouth,  for  Jehovah  himself— '*  Who 
walk  to  go  down  to  Egypt,  but  have  not  asked  my  mouth ; 
to  strengthen  themselves  with  the  strength  of  Pharaoh^  and 
to  trust  in  the  shadow  of  Egypt ;"  v.  2.  They  designed  to 
form  an  alliance  with  the  Egyptian  monarch,  and  relied  on 
him  for  defence,  instead  of  Jehovah. 

6.  Elliptical  metaphor  in  the  ascription  of  a  shadow  to 
Egypt,  in  which  the  Israelites  desired  to  place  themselves 
for  protection  from  the  evils  to  which  they  were  exposed.. 
,   6.  Elliptical  metaphor,  in  attributing  a  shadow  to  Egypt 
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in  wbich  the  Israelites  might  find  shelter  as  from  the  heai  of 
the  sun.  ^'  But^the  streogth  of  Egypt  shall  be  to  you  for 
shame,  and  your  trust  in  the  shadow  of  Egypt  for  con- 
fusion f  y,  8.  The  folly  and  guilt  of  their  procedure  was  to 
become  so  manifest  as  to  confound  them,  and  cover  th^n 
with  blushea 

''  For  his  priuces  are  in  Zoan,  and  his  ambassadors  arriYe 
at  Hanes ;  all  are  ashamed  of  a  people  who  cannot  profit 
them;  a  people  not  for  help  and  not  for  profit,  but  for 
shame  and  also  a  reproach ;"  y.  4,  6.  Zoan,  the  Tanais  of 
the  Greeks,  was  an  ancient  city  of  Lower  Egypt,  and  a  royal 
residence.  The  court  was  doubtless  there  at  the  time,  and 
the  ambassadors  were  Fharaoh^s,  sent  to  meet  those  of  the 
Israelitish  monarch  at  Hanes,  which  was  somewhat  nearer 
Judea. 

The  prophet  next  describes  the  journey  of  the  Israelitish 
ambassadors  with  presents  to  the  monarch  of  Egypt  to  pur* 
chase  his  alliance.  "  The  burden  of  the  beasts  of  the  south 
in  a  land  of  su£fering  and  distress,  whence  are  the  adder  and 
the  fiery  flying  serpent;  they  are  carrying  on  the  shoulder 
of  young  asses  their  wealth,  and  on  the  hump  of  camels 
their  treasures  to  a  people  who  cannot  profit;"  y.  6.  The 
land  of  distress  is  the  wilderness  which  separates  Palestine 
from  Egypt :  and  it  is  described  to  show  the  unsuitableness 
of  the  means  which  the  Israelites  had  chosen  for  their  secu- 
rity. The  yery  journey  the  ambassadors  were  to  make  to 
reach  Egypt  was  one  of  extreme  peril.  In  forsaking 
Jehovah,  they  forsook  the  only  being  who  could  defend 
them ;  and  exposed  themselves  to  severe  deprivations  and 
great  dangers,  in  bearing  away  their  treasures  to  purchase 
an  ally  who  would  yield  them  no  aid. 

"  For  the  Egyptians  shall  help  in  vain  and  to  no  purpose : 
Therefore  have  I  cried  concerning  this — ^Their  strength  is 
to  sit  still ;"  v.  7.  Their  ability  to  meet  their  dangera— 
their  safety  depended  on  their  continuing  their  trust 
in  Jehovah.  Every  step  they  took  towards  forming  an 
alliance  with  Egypt^  carried  them  fix)m  security  into  weak- 
ness and  danger. 

7.  Metaphor  in  the  use  of  mouth.  <*Now,  go  write  it 
before  'them  in  a  tablet^  and  inscribe  it  in  a  book,  that  it 
may  be  for  the  time  to  come  for  ever  and  ever : — ^That  this 
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is  a  rebellioas  people,  lying  childr^  ebildreu  that  will  not 
hear  the  law  of  the  Lord:  which  say  to  the  seer  see  not; 
and  to  the  prophets,  prophesy  not  unto  us  right  things: 
q>eak  unto  us  smooth  things ;  proph^y  deceits ;"  y.  8-10. 
.As  that  which  is  smooth  to  the  touch  is  pleasing,  by  smooth 
things  from  the  prophets  are  meant  predictioi^s  or  announce- 
ments  that  met  the  tastes  of  the  apostates.  This  demand  at 
one  time  that  the  seers  should  not  see  the  visions  which  Qod 
presented  to  them ;  and  at  another,  that  they  should  accom- 
modate  their  messages  to  the  wishes  of  the  rebellions  and 
lying  children  whom  they  addressed,  and  directly  pervert 
and  desecrate  their  offi^ce  by  prophesying  deceits,  indicates 
a  most  bold  and  daring  impiety.  The  leaders  were  not  con- 
tent with  simply  apostatizing  from  God ;  they  undertoc^  to 
prostitute  the  prophetic  office  to  their  purposes,  and.  give;, 
in  appearance  at  least^  the  sanction  of  Jehovah  to  their 
wickedness ;  in  the  hope  thereby,  probably,  of  calming  the 
fears  of  the  doubting,  and  making  their  measures  acceptable 
to  the  people. 

8,  9.  Hypocatastases.  "  Get  you  out  of  the  way ;  turn, 
aside  out  of  the  path :  cause  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  to  cease 
from  before  us;"  v.  11.  This  is  still  addressed  to  the  pro- 
phets. To  get  out  of  the  way  and  turn  aside  from  the  path, 
are  hypocatastascff,  for  violating  the  law  of  their  office,  by 
fidse  announcements,  or  declining  to  make  any  announce- 
ments at  all  The  command  to  cause  the  Holy  One  to  cease 
from  before  them,  seems  to  mean  that  the  prophets  should 
refuse  to  deliver  any  messages  from  him,  and  perhaps 
declare  that  he  no  longer  made  any  communications  to 
them :  that  the  apostates  might  be  left,  apparently,  without 
obstruction,  to  follow  their  own  counsels. 

10,11.  Comparisons.  "Therefore,  thus  saith  the  Holy  One 
of  Israel,  Because  of  your  rejection  of  this  word,  and  ye 
have  trusted  in  oppression  and  perverseness  and  have  relied 
thereon ;  therefore  shall  this  iniquity  be  to  you  like  a  breadi 
that  is  ready  to  fall,  swelling  out  in  a  high  wall,  whoso 
breaking  may  come  suddenlyfht  an  instant  And  it  shall 
be  broken  as  the  breaking  of  a  potter's  vessel  that  is"  dashed 
in  pieces :  he  shall  not  spare ;  so  that  there  shall  n!ot  bo 
found  in  the  breaking  a  sherd  to  take  fire  from  the  hearth^ 
or  to  dip  water  from  a  pool;"  v.  18, 14.    ^nfbir  ftpostasj 
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from  Jehoyah,  and  alliance  with  the  Egyptians,  and  impious 
expedients  to  give  it  effect,  instead  of  adding  to  their 
strength,  instantly  placed  them  in  a  condition  of  weakness 
and  danger,  like  a  wall  of  a  city,  wh?ch  instead  of  standing 
erect  and  firm,  is  swelling  out^  and  ready  to  fall  at  any 
instant,  and  leave  the  inhabitants  who  rely  on  it  for  safety, 
exposed  to  the  unobstructed  inroads  of  the  enemy. 

12.  Elliptical  metaphor,  in  the  use  of  returning,  a  move- 
ment in  space,  for  becoming  obedient  ^*  For  thus  saith  the 
Lord  God,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel ;  in  returning  and  rest  shall 
je  be  saved ;  in  quietness  and  in  confidence  shall  be  your 
strength;  and  ye  would  not,"  v.  15.  By  returning  is 
doubtless  meant  a  return  to  their  allegiance  to  Jehovah; 
the  rest  to  which  they  were  to  return  was  an  abstinence 
from  attempts  to  protect  themselves  by  the  Egyptian  alliance; 
—the  sitting  still  which  it  had  before  been  declared  was  their 
strength  By  refraining  from  endeavors  to  defend  them- 
selves by  unlawful  means,  and  calmly  confiding  in  God, 
they  would  have  his  omnipotence  on  their  side,  and  be 
*  shielded  at  once  from  conquest  and  from  danger. 

18, 14.  Comparisons.  "But  ye  said  no :  for  we  will  flee 
upon  horses ;  therefore  shall  ye  flee.  And  we  will  ride  upon 
tiie  swift ;  therefore  shall  they  that  pursue  you  be  swifk ; 
one  thousand  at  the  rebuke  of  one ;  at  the  rebuke  of  five 
ahallyeflee;  till  ye  be  left  as  a  mast  on  the  top  of  a  mountaini 
and  as  an  ensign  on  a  hill,*'  v.  16, 17.  The  design  of  the 
oomparison  seems  to.  be  to  indicate  the  smallness  of  the 
number  that  would  remain.  They  were  to  flee,  and  be  pur- 
sued to  destruction,  till  the  survivors  would  be  like  a  mast 
or  signal  pole  on  the  top  of  a  mountain,  which  is  specially 
distinguishable  and  conspicuous,  because  it  stands  alone; 
no  other  object  rising  nigh  it  to  obstruct  the  beholder's  eye 
or  divide  his  attention.  The  panic  with  which  they  were 
to  be  struck,  was  to  be  such  that  no  numbers  either  of  their 
own  troops  or  of  the  allies  whom  they  might  call  to  their 
assistance,  would  oontribut^at  all  to  their  safety.  Not  only 
would  a  thousand  be  thrown  into  a  rout  at  the  rebuke  of 
one,  but  five  of  the  enemy  would  drive  the  whole  of  them 
into  a  flighk  What  picture  of  the  disastrous  results  of  war 
oommeaoej^  with  an  impious  contempt  of  God,  ever  tran- 
seendedthis? 
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The  prophet  now  proceeds  to  predict,  tliat  becattse  of  the 
great  puDishments  he  was  thus  to  inflict  on  them,  he  would 
wait  for  a  period  before  he  interposed  to  restore  them  to 
safety  and  peace. 

15.  Hypocatastasis  in  the  use  of  an  exaltation  of  Ck>d  in 
place,  for  a  brighter  display  of  his  attributes.  "  And  there* 
fore  will  the  Lord  wait  that  he  may  be  gracious  unto  you, 
and  therefore  will  he  be  exalted,  that  he  may  have  mercy 
on  you.  For  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  judgment,  blessed  are 
all  they  that  wait  for  him/'  y.  18.  The  reason  that  God 
would  wait  before  he  manifested  his  grace  to  them  was,  the 
terrible  calamities  with  which  he  was  thus  to  overwhelm 
them ;  and  they  are  the  calamities,  it  would  seem  from  the 
promises  that  follow,  that  have  filled  up  the  long  space  that 
has  since  intervened ;  and  it  is  by  the  display  of  his  justice 
through  this  vast  series  of  ages,  and  verification  of  the  truth, 
of  his  word,  that  the  way  is  preparing  for  their  restoration 
as  his  chosen  people. 

''  For  the  people  in  Zion  shall  dwell  at  Jerusalem :  thou 
shalt  weep  no  more ;  he  shall  be  very  gracious  unto  thee 
at  the  voice  of  thy  cry :  when  he  shall  hear  it,  he  wiU 
answer  thee,"  v.  19.  This  indicates  more  than  a  mere 
release  from  the  evils  of  a  disastrous  war.  It  implies  their 
repentance  and  a  return  to  God,  a  manifestation  of  his  great 
grace,  their  restoration  to  Zion  as  their  residence,  and 
exemption  for  ever  from  sorrow.  No  such  change  in  their 
character  and  relation  to  him  has  yet  taken  place.  It  is 
undoubtedly  still  future. 

"  Though  Jehovah  will  give  you  bread  of  affliction,  and 
water  of  adversity,  yet  no  more  shall  thy  teachers  hide 
themselves,  but  thine  eyes  shall  see  thy  teachers,"  v.  20. 
This  refers,  it  is  probable,  to  the  period  that  is  immediately 
to  precede  their  repentance  and  conversion.  It  is  to  be  a 
time  of  great  difficulty  and  affliction  from  their  enemies ; 
yet  they  are  to  have  teachers  who  will  not  suppress  their 
messages  from  God,  as  the  prophets  were  compelled  by 
the  apostate  party  not  to  proclaim  his  word  in  respect  to 
the  alliance  with  Egypt;  but  they  will  present  themselves 
openly  to  the  people  and  perform  their  office  with  fidelity. 

16.  Hypocatastasis.  ''  And  thine  ears  shall  hear  a  word 
from  behind  thee,  saying,  This  is  the  way ;  walk  ye  in  it^ 
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when  ye  turn  to  the  right,  and  when  ye  turn  to  the  left,'*  y. 
21.  A  way  in  which  they  were  to  walk  is  put  for  the 
divine  commands  which  they  were  to  make  the  rule  of  their 
life.  The  voice  from  behind  them,  as  from  the  cloud  that 
followed  the  Israelites  in  their  passage  through  the  Bed  S^ 
is  to  direct  them  to  obey  those  commands,  although  the 
course  which  they  enjoin  seems  to  be  a  deflection  some- 
times to  the  right  hand,  and  sometimes  to  the  left. 

17.  Apostrophe.  "  And  ye  shall  defile  the  covering  of 
thy  graven  images  of  silver,  and  the  ornament  of  thy  molten 
images  of  gold :  thou  shalt  cast  them  away  as  an  abomina- 
ble thing.  Begone  I  thou  shalt  say  to  ^t,**  v.  22.  .  This 
disgust  with  their  idols  is  frequently  predicted  as  to  mark 
the  period  of  God's  ilitervention  to  convert  and  redeem 
them :  as  chap,  ii  18-20 ;  xxxi.  7.  God  is  then  to  crown 
them  with  abundance  and  prosperity  in  their  land. 

"  And  he  shall  give  the  rain  of  thy  seed  with  which  thott 
shalt  sow  thy  ground,  and  of  the  increase  of  the  earth,  and  it 
shall  bd  rich  and  plenteous.  In  that  day  shall  thy  cattle  feed 
in  large  pastures.  And  the  oxen  and  the  asses  that  work  the 
ground,  shall  eat  salted  provender  which  has  been  winnowed 
with  the  sieve  and  fan.  And  there  shall  be  on  every  high 
mountain,  and  on  every  elevated  hill,  channels,  streams  of 
water,  in  the  day  of  great  slaughter,  when  the  towers  fall," 
T.  23,  24,  25.  It  is  given  as  a  mark  of  the  ease  and  abun- 
dance that  are  to  distinguish  that  period,  that  the  cattle  that 
labor  in  the  culture  of  the  earth  are  not  to  be  dependent  for 
their  sustenance  on  the  produce  of  the  pastures,  but  are  to 
be  fed  on  grain  that  is  to  be  winnowed  from  chaff,  and  made 
still  more  tasteful  by  the  addition  of  salt.  The  day  of  great 
slaughter,  and  the  fkll  of  the  towers,  it  is  shown  in  other 
passages,  is  to  be  the  day  of  Ohrist's  visible  interposition  to 
destroy  his  haughty  enemies,  and  restore  the  Israelites  to 
their  ancient  land.  As  chap,  ii  12-16:  ''For  there  is  a 
day  to  Jehovah  of  hosts  upon  or  against  everything  that  is 
high  and  lofty,  and  upon  everything  exalted,  and  it  comes 
down;  and  on  all  the  cedars  of  Lebanon,  and  on  all  the 
oaks  of  Basan ;  and  upon  all  the  high  mountains,  and  upon 
all  the  elevated  hills,  and  npon  every  high  iower^  and  upon 
every  fenced  wall;  and  upon  all  ships  of  Tarsbish,  and 
upon  all  images  of  deare."    Also  chap.  Ixvi.  15-17.    That 
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there  is  then  to  be  a  tempest  of  rain,  hail,  and  fire,  is  also 
foreshown,  Ezekiel  xxxviii.  22.  "And  I  will  rain  upon 
him,  and  upon  his  bands,  and  upon  the  many  people  that  are 
with  him,  an  overflowing  rain,  and  great  hail-stones,  fire  and 
brimstone.^'  And  that  the  streams  on  the  mountains  are  to 
be.confined  to  that  epoch  seems  clear,  firom  their  predicted 
existence  being  limited  to  that  day. 

18, 19.  Comparisons.  "  And  the  light  of  the  moon  shall 
be  as  the  light  of  the  sun ;  and  the  light  of  the  sun  shall  bo 
sevenfold,  as  the  light  of  seven  days,  in  the  day  that  the 
Lord  bindeth  up  the  breach  of  his  people,  and  healeth  the 
stroke  of  their  w^und,"  v.  26.  That  this  prediction  is  to  be 
taken  literally,  is  seen  from  the  comparisons  of  the  new  light 
of  the  moon  and  sun  to  that  of  the*  sun  ordinarily,  and  to 
its  light  raised  to  a  sevenfold  intensity;  as  it  is  a  law  of  that 
figure,  that  the  things  compared  are  compared  according  to 
their  real  nature,  and  therefore  are  named  literally.  If  it  it 
not  the  light  of  the  moon  that  is  compared  to  that  of  the 
sun,  and  of  the  sun  that  is  compared  to  its  own  light  aug* 
mented  to  a  sevenfold  brilliance,  what  are  the  things  that 
are  compared  ?  What  are  the  subjects  of  the  propositions  ? 
There  are  certainly  no  means  of  determining.  The  predic- 
tion indicates  a  change,  therefore,  it  seems  probable,  that  is  to 
take  place  at  the  creation  of  the  new  heavens  and  new  earth. 

20,  21.  Hypocatastases  in  the  use  of  breach  and  wound, 
injuries  that  are  proper  only  to  individuals,  as  substitutes  for 
the  calamities  and  judgments  with  which  the  Israelites  as  a 
people  were  smitten.  The  period  of  the  great  change  in 
the  atmosphere  which  the  prediction  foreshows,  is  to  be  that 
of  God^s  interposition  to  bind  up  the  breach  of  the  nation, 
and  heal  their  wound.  It  is  to  be  at  the  epoch  therefore  of 
Christ^s  second  coming,  when  they  are  to  be  redeemed  from 
their  enemies,  and  restored  to  their  land,  and  the  earth  and 
air  are  to  be  renovated,  and  made  fit  for  the  residence  of  the 
risen  saints,  and  the  regenerated  nations.  The  prophet 
proceeds  accordingly  to  depict  the  mode  of  his  interposition. 

22,  23,  24.  Metaphors,  in  the  use  of  burning,  heavy,  and 
full.  "  Behold  the  name  of  Jehovah  cometh  from  afar, 
burning  his  anger,  and  heavy  the  flame :  his  lips  are  full  of 
wrath, '*v.  27.  His  anger  is  said  to  burn  to  indicate  its 
vehemence,  and  the  flame  to  be  heavy,  to  express  its  insup« 
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portableness,  or  the  vastness  of  its  manifestations.  His  lip0 
«re  said  to  be  full  of  wrath,  to  denote  that  he  is  to  breathe 
oat  overwhelming  expressions  of  his  anger,  or  a  devouring 
fire,  like  that  with  which  he  is  to  consume  the  man  of  sin  " 
(2  Thess.  ii.  8).  jThis  is  indicated  in  the  next  expression. 
^  25.  Comparison,  of  his  tongue  to  flre.  *'And  his  tongue  as 
a  devouring  fire,"  v.  27.  This  description  clearly  bespeaks 
a  visible  manifestation  of  himself.  His  coming  from  afar, 
is  his  descent  In  the  clouds  of  heaven ;  the  flaming  fire 
which  flashes  from  his  presence,  is  the  fire  of  his  vengeanoOp 
with  which  he  is  to  consume  his  enemies ;  and  his  tongue 
18  to  pronounce  a  sentence  that  will  be*  to  them  like  a 
devouring  flame.  This  comparison,  indeed,  makes  it  certain 
that  he  is  to  be  visibly  present;  as  it  is  the  law  of  that  fig- 
ure, that  the  things  compared  are  those  which  the  names 
by  which  they  are  designated,  literally  denote.  His  tongM 
is  literally,  therefore,  to  be  as  a  devouring  fire  in  the  sen- 
tences of  wrath  it  will  pronounce;  and  thence  he  is  to  be 
Tisibly  present. 

26.  Comparison.  "And  his  breath,  like  an  overflowing 
stream,  shall  divide  as  far  as  the  neck,''  v.  28.  That  the 
breath  of  Jehovah  is  to  divide  at  the  neck,  like  an  over- 
flowing stream  that  rises  to  that  point,  leaving  only  the 
head  out  of  the  water,  implies  that  it  is  to  threaten  all  who 
are  immerged  in  it  with  destruction.  The  comparison  here 
again  shows  that  the  fiery  breath  of  Jehovah  is  literally  to 
be  efiFused  on  his  enemies;  and  therefore  that  he  is  to  be 
literally  present. 

27,  28.  Hypocatastases  :  "To  sift  the  nations  in  the  sieve 
of  perdition,  and  there  shall  be  a  bridle  in  the  jaws  of  the 
people  to  mislead  them,"  v.  28.  To  sift  the  nations  with  a 
sieve  of  perdition,  that  is,  a  sieve  that  consigns  them  to  per- 
dition, by  showing  that  they  are  all  chaff,  is  used  by  substi- 
tution for  a  judicial  process  which  shall  show  them  to  be 
God's  enemies,  and  sentence  them  to  destruction.  In  like 
manner  a  bridle  in  the  jaws  of  the  people  that  misleads 
them,  is  put  for  some  analogous  instrument,  or  means  of 
influence,  such  as  false  doctrines,  or  the  authority  of  apos- 
tate  teachers  and  rulers,  that  is  to  lead  them  into  rebellion. 
The  an tichristian  nations  are  at  that  period  to  be  under  the 
dominion  of  powerful  and  fatal  delusions.    The  prophet  now 
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contrasts  their  dreadful  condition  with  the  joyfulneas  that  is 
to  reign  in  the  hearts  of  his  people. 

29,  80.  Comparisons :  **  But  a  song  shall  be  to  yon,  like 
the  night  of  the  consecration  of  a  feast,  and  joy  of  heart  like 
one  marching  vrith  a  pipe  to  go  into  the  mountain  of  Jeho- 
vah,  to  the  Eock  of  Israel,"  v.  29.  The  Israelites  are  to 
have  such  a  sense  of  their  security  from  the  presence  of 
Jehovah  to  protect  them,  that  they  are  to  rejoice  as  at  the 
festivals  when  the  gates  of  the  city  were  open  to  the  access 
of  whoever  pleased ;  when  acts  of  worship  occupied  the 
population,  and  gladness  reigned,  instead  of  fear. 

81.  Elliptical  metaphor,  in  denominating  Jehovah  ^'  the 
Bock  of  Israel," — to  indicate  the  impregnableness  of  the 
defence  which  he  is  to  yield  to  his  people. 

"  And  Jehovah  shall  cause  to  be  heard  the  majesty  of  his 
voice ;  and  the  descent  of  his  arm  shall  he  cause  to  be  seen, 
with  indignation  of  anger,  and  a  flame  of  devouring  fire, 
scattering,  and  rain,  and  hailstones,"  v.  80.  This  indicates, 
again,  in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  that  God  is  to  appear 
in  person.  The  scene  described  is  that  of  his  descent  in  a 
flaming  tempest,  uttering  his  voice  in  majesty,  hurling  his 
avenging  bolts  against  his  enemies,  and  dashing  on  them  a 
storm  of  rain  and  hail,  as  in  his  interposition  to  deliver 
David  from  the  assassins  whom  Saul  had  set  to  destroy  him. 
"  Then  did  the  earth  shake  and  quake,  and  the  foundations 
of  the  mountains  trembled  and  were  shaken,  because  he  was 
angry.  There  went  up  smoke  in  his  wrath,  and  fire  from 
his  mouth  devours.  Coals  are  kindled  from  it.  And  he 
bowed  the  heavens  and  came  down,  and  gloom  was  under 
bis  feet  An<f  he  rode  on  a  cherub  and  flew ;  he  flew  on  the 
wings  of  the  wind.  He  made  darkness  his  covering;  his  tent 
about  him  dark  waters,  thick  clouds.  From  the  brightness 
before  him  his  clouds  passed,  hailstones,  and  coals  of  fire. 
Then  Jehovah  thundered  in  the  heaven,  and  the  Highest 
gave  his  voice,  hailstones  and  coals  of  fire.  Then  sent  he 
bis  arrows  and  scattered  them,  and  many  lightnings  and 
discomfited  them.  Then  were  seen  the  channels  of  waters, 
and  the  foundations  of  the  earth  discovered  at  thy  rebuke, 
0  Jehovah,  at  the  blast  of  the  breath  of  thy  wrath.  He 
extends  his  hand  from  above,  he  takes  me,  he  draws  me 
out  of  many  waters.     He  delivers  me  from  my  strong 
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enemies  and  fix)m  my  haters,  because  they  are  many.  They 
surprised  me  in  the  day  of  my  calamity ;  but  Jehovah  was 
my  stay ;  and  he  brought  me  out  into  a  large  place." — 
Psalm  xviii.  7-19.  The  epiphany  predicted  in  the  text,  is 
thus  in  all  its  essential  features  like  that  here  described. 
Jehovah  utters  a  voice  that  bespeaks  his  deity ;  he  stretches 
down  his  arm  to  hurl  his  bolts  at  his  enemies ;  he  breathes 
firom  his  lips  a  devouring  fire;  he  flashes  on  them  his  light- 
ning shafts  scattering  them ;  and  dashes  on  them  a  tempest 
of  rain  and  hail. 

82.  Metonymy  of  Assyria,  for  its  inhabitants.  "  For  at 
the  voice  of  Jehovah  shall  Assyria  be  broken ;  with  the  rod 
shall  he  smite"  them. 

83.  Metaphor  in  the  use  of  broken  for  destroyed.  As  to 
break  a  vessel,  a  rod,  or  a  weapon,  is  to  destroy  it  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  is  formed,  so  the  breaking  of  the 
Assyrians  is  to  be  an  analogous  dissolution  and  destruction 
of  their  hosts.  By  the  Assyrians  are  meant  doubtless  the 
great  enemies  of  the  north,  who  are  at  the  predicted  period 
to  have  possession  of  Assyria,  and  pass  from  it  to  Palestine ; 
and  they  are  probably  the  Gog  and  Magog  of  Ezekiel,  who 
are  to  cooperate  witii  the  armies  of  the  wild  beast  at  the 
great  battle  of  Armageddon.  That  the  Russian  hosts,  the 
vassals  of  the  dragon,  are  to  take  part  in  that  conflict,  is  seen 
frop  the  fact  that  the  unclean  spirits  who  gather  the  kings 
of  the  earth  to  the  battle  of  that  great  day,  go  forth  out  of 
the  mouth  of  the  dragon,  as  well  as  out  of  the  mouth  of  the 
beast  and  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  false  prophet.  They  may 
be  mentioned  in  this  passage,  in  distinction  from  the  hoste 
generally  whose  destruction  is  foretold  in  ihe  preceding 
verse,  because  they  were  alone  known  to  the  Hebrews  of 
the  prophet's  age. 

84.  Hjrpocatastasis,  in  the  use  of  smiting  with  a  rod,  as  a 
substitute  for  the  analogous  mode  in  which  God  will  destroy 
the  Assyrians.  Instead  of  a  rod,  God  will  dash  them  with 
his  avenging  lightnings. 

85.  Hypooatastasis.  "And  every  place  where  the  des- 
tined rod  shall  pass  which  the  Lord  shall  lay  on  him,  it 
shall  be  with  taljo'ets  and  harps,  and  with  tumultuous  battles 
will  be  fight  with  it,"  (v.  82.)  Laying  a  rod  on  the  Assyrian 
is  used  by  substitution  for  the  analogous  inflictions  by  which 
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he  is  to  be  destroyed  The  tabrets  and  harps  are  to  be  used 
by  the  Israelites,  doubtless,  ia  ohanting  the  victory  of  the 
Almighty  over  their  foes* 

86.  Comparison.  "  For  tophet  is  ordained  of  old;  even 
for  the  king  it  is  prepared.  He  hath  made  it  deep ;  he  hath 
made  it  large;  its  pile  is  fire  and  much  fuel :  the  breath  of 
Jehovah,  like  a  stream  of  brimstone,  kindles  it,"  (v.  33.) 
Tophet,  which  was  the  name  of  a  part  of  the  valley  of 
Hinnom,  where  fires  were  kept  burning  continually  to  con- 
sume the  filth  of  the  city,  of  which  it  was  the  depository,  is 
here  used  as  the  name  of  a  pit,  like  the  crater  of  a  volcano, 
into  which  the  king  of  Assyria  is  to  be  precipitated  alive,  as 
the  wild  beast  and  false  prophet  are  to  be  cast  alive  into  the 
lake  of  fire -and  brimstone— the  symbol  of  the  place  of  their 
everlasting  punishment  The  similarity  of  their  doom, 
which  is  threatened  to  none  else,  indicates  that  it  is  to  take 
place  at  the  same  occasion.  That  it  is  still  future,  is  certain 
from  the  fact  that  there  has  been  no  such  visible  advent  of 
Jehovah  to  destroy  his  enemies  and  redeen^  his  ancient 
people ;  and  no  king  of  Assyria  has  been  cast  alive  into  the 
place  of  the  second  death. 

The  period  to  which  the  prophecy,  v.  18-23,  refers,  is  UU' 
doubtedly  therefore  that  of  Christ's  second  advent,  destruc- 
tion of  his  armed  enemies,  and  reestablishment  of  the 
Israelites  in  peace  and  prosperity  in  their  ancient  land. 


CHAPTBB  XXXL 

The  theme  of  this  chapter  is  the  same  as  of  the  preceding. 
A  war  is  denounced  against  those  who  went  down  to  Egypt 
for  help.  Jehovah  announces  hb  purpose  to  interpose  and 
fight  for  Mount  Zion.  The  Israelites  are  therefore  exhorted 
to  return  to  him,  and  forewarned  that  when  he  comes  to 
redeem  them,  they  will  cast  away  their  idols:  and  the 
Assyrian  wDl  be  destroyed,  not  by  a  mortal,  but  by  the 
divine  hand. 

1,  2.  Hypocatastases.  '^  Woe  to  them  that  go  down  to 
Egypt  for  help ;  and  stay  on  horses,  and  trust  in  chariots, 
because  they  are  many ;  and  in  horsemen,  because  they  are 
very  strong:  but  diey  look  not  unto  the  Holy  One  of 
Israel^  neither  seek  the  Lord,'*  (v.  1.)    To  stay  on  horses, 
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which  literally  denotes  to  stop  or  remain  on  them,  is  put  for 
relying  on  them  in  war.  To  look  unto  the  Holy  One  of 
Israel,  which  is  an  act  of  the  visual  organ,  is  put  for  the 
analogous  act  of  directing  the  mind  to  him  in  supplication 
and  trust  Their  going  to  Egypt  for  help  was  a  formal 
abandonment  of  Jehovah  as  their  God,  and  rejection  of  the 
aid  which  he  promised  them  against  their  foes.  His  perfec- 
tions, therefore,  required  that  he  should  confound  their 
schemes  ot  protecting  themselves  independently  of  him.  To 
have  allowed  them  to  succeed  in  their  alliance  with  the 
Egyptians,  would  have  been  to  let  events  take  such  a  shape 
as  should  seem  to  justify  them  in  preferring  the  alliance  of 
the  Egyptians  to  his  favor.  They  would  naturally  have 
said :  The  Gods  of  the  Egyptians  are  stronger  than  Jehovah, 
for  they  have  given  us  a  victory.  They  are  therefore  better 
entitled  than  he  to  our  homage. 

8, 4.  Bypocatastases :  "  Yet  he  too  is  wise,  and  brings  evil; 
and  his  words  he  removes  not,  and  he  rises  up  against  the 
house  of  evil-tloers,  and  against  the  help  of  them  that  work 
iniquity,"  v.  2.  God,  however,  is  infinitely  wise,  and  knows 
how  to  vindicate  his  rights.  He  is  not  to  be  defrauded  of 
his  prerogatives  by  their  desertion  of  him,  nor  baffled  in  hia 
counsels ;  but  he  will  vindicjpte  his  truth  by  the  evils  with 
which  he  will  punish  their  rebellion.  Not  removing  his 
words,  which  would  be  not  to  change  them  fix>m  one  place 
to  another,  is  put  for  his  not  recalling  or  rescinding  them ; 
and  rising  against  the  house  of  the  evil-doers,  which  is  as- 
suming an  attitude  against  them,  is  put  for  exercising  provi- 
dential acts,  by  which  they  were  to  be  confounded  and 
punished. 

6.  Metonymy  of  house,  for  family,  of  evil-doers. 

6.  Hypocatastasis :  ''And  Egypt  is  man  and  not  Gt>d,  and 
their  horses  flesh  and  not  spirit :  and  Jehovah  shall  stretch 
out  his  hand,  and  the  helper  shall  stumble,  and  the  helped 
fijl,  and  together  all  of  them  shall  cease,"  v.  8.  God  was  to 
show  the  infinite  difference  between  himself  and  the  Egyp- 
tians and  their  horses.  They  were  to  be  seen  in  their  true 
nature,  as  men,  and  as  animiJs,  so  frail,  so  helpless,  and  so 
completely  under  God's  control,  that  he  needed  only  to 
stretch  out  his  hand,  and  both  the  Egyptians  and  the  Israel- 
ites who  had  gone  to  them  for  safety,  would  vanish  from. 
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existence.  Stretching  oat  his  hand,  as  to  strike,  which  is  a 
corporeal  act,  is  put  for  acts  of  his  providence  that  were 
directed  against  them. 

7.  Metonymy  of  Egypt  for  the  Egyptians,  who  inhabit- 
edit 

8.  Comparison:  "  For  thus  said  Jehovah  unto  me:  Asa 
lion  growls,  and  a  young  lion  over  his  prey,  against  whom  a 
multitude  of  shepherds  is  called  forth ;  at  their  voice  he  is 
not  frightened,  and  at  their  noise  he  is  not  humbled ;  so 
will  Jehovah  of  Hosts  come  down  to  fight  upon  Mount  Zion 
and  upon  her  hill,''  v.  4.  A  lion  in  possession  of  his  prey, 
is  not  driven  from  it  nor  moved  in  the  least  with  alarm  by 
a  crowd  of  shepherds,  who  rely  on  nothing  but  noise  to 
frighten  him ;  he  only  growls  to  show  that  he  is  aware  of 
their  presence,  and  is  ready  to  turn  on  them,  if  they  ae»ail 
him;  so  Jehovah  is  not  to  be  driven  by  his  enemies  to 
relinquish  Mount  Zion;  instead,  he  will  come  down  at 
length  in  visible  majesty  to  fight  for  it  against  the  hosts 
that  are  assembled  to  besiege  it^  and  will  rescue  it  from 
iheir  grasp. 

9.  Comparison :  **  As  birds  flying,  so  will  Jehovah  covef 
over  Jerusalem,  cover  and  rescue,  pass  over  and  save,"  v.  6. 
The  flying  of  birds,  which  is  the  subject  of  the  comparison, 
is  their  flying  around  and  over  their  nests  to  cover  and  pro* 
tect  them  from  assailants; — a  beautiful  image  of  tenderness 
and  skill.  So  Jehovah  will  cover  Jerusalem,  pass  over,  and 
save  it  That  it  is  the  literal  Jerusalem  that  he  is  thus  to 
cover  and  save,  is  seen  from  the  law  of  the  comparison,  that 
the  names  of  the  things  compared  are  always  used  in  their 
literal  sense.  The  covering  with  which  Jerusalem  is  to  be 
overshadowed,  is  that  doubtless  of  the  doud  of  the  divine 
presence  which  is  to  hover  over  the  city.  "And  Jehovah 
will  create  over  the  whole  extent  of  Mount  Zion,  and  over 
her  whole  assemblies,  a  doud  by  day,  and  smoke  and  the 
\>rightne8s  of  a  flaming  fire  by  night;  for  over  all  the  glory 
shall  be  a  covering,''  chap.  iv.  6.  And  this  shows  that  the 
period  when  God  is  thus  to  come  down  to  cover,  rescue,  and 
save  Jerusalem,  is  that  of  Christ's  second  advent ;  as  there  is 
to  be  no  such  visible  manifestation  of  the  divine  presence 
and  glory  till  then. 

10.  Apostrophe :   "  Betum  unto   him  from  whom  the 
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obildrea  of  Isitiel  hwe  revolted-;  for  in  that  day  tiiqr  shall 
cast  away  every  man  hia  idols  of  silver  and  his  idols  c^  goId| 
which  your  hands  have  made  for  you  a  sin,"  vs.  6,  7.  The 
displays  Jehovah  will  then  make  of  his  presence  and  glory, 
will  annihilate  all  doubt  that  he  alone  is  God,  and  put  an 
end  to  the  homage  to  idols,  which  have  neither  intelligence 
nor  life.  And  that  is  one  of  the  great  effects  which  his 
visible  advent  will  accomplish.  There  is  not  a  hint  in  the 
Bible  that  men  will  ever  renounce  idolatry,  till  Christ  comes 
and  asserts  and  demonstrates  his  ezdumve  deity,  by  reveal- 
ing himself  in  his  glory,  and  visibly  assuming  the  Bcq)tre  of 
the  earth. 

11.  Mctonymyof  Assyria  for  the  king  of  Assyria.  "And 
Assyria  shall  Ml  by  no  man's  sword.  And  no  mortal's 
sword  shall  devour  him ;  and  he  shall  flee  fipom  befcre  the 
sword,  and  his  young  men  shall  melt,"  v.  &  This  indicates 
'ihat  he  is  to  be  destroyed,  as  is  foreshown  in  the  proeeding 
chapter,  vs.  81-88,  by  the  direct  hand  of  the  Almighty. 

12.  Metaphor  in  the  use  of  melt,  to  signify  that  the  young 
men  of  the  king  of  Assyria  will  be  overcome  and  divested 

*  of  all  their  strength  by  the  terrors  of  that  day. 

18.  Elliptical  metaphor  in  denominating  the  strongest 
part  of  his  forces  his  rock.  "And  his  rock  from'  fear  shall 
pass  away,  and  his  chie&  shall  be  afraid  of  a  standard,  saith 
Jehovah,  to  whom  there  is  a  fire  in  Zion,  and  a  furnace 
in  Jerusalem,"  v.  9.  This  also  implies  that  the  visible 
presence  of  the  Almightf  is  to  be  the  cause  of  their  fear. 
The  standard  of  which  they  are  to  be  afraid,  is  to  be  that  of 
the  great  Bedeemer,  whose  kingdom  they  come  to  ov«> 
throw,  but  whose  fire  is  then  to  bum  on  Mount  Zion, 
and  whose  furnace  is  to  glow  in  JerusaleuL 

This  prophecy  thus,  like  that  of  the  preceding  ohapter, 
foreshows  that  the  period  when  God  is  to  interpose  to  re- 
deem his  andent  people,  and  make  Jerusalem  again  the 
scene  of  his  visible  presence,  is  that  of  Qfarist'a ,  second 
coming,  and  the  destruction  of  the  hostile  hosts  who  are 
then  to  be  assembled  in  Palestinei  to  prevent  the  eslablish- 
ment  of  has  millennial  kingdom. 
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Art.  Vn.— The  Life  and  Episw*es  of  St.  Paul. 

The  Life  and  Epistles  of  St.  Paul,  by  tbe  Rev.  W.  J. 
Conybeare,  M.A.,  late  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridge ;  and  the  Bey.  J.  S.  Howson,  M. A.,  Prindpal  of 

[  the  Collegiate  Institution,  Liverpool.  In  two  volumes. 
Third  Edition^  •New  York:  Charles  Scsribner,  1865. 

One  of  the  most  striking  displays  which  God  makes  of  his 
sovereignty  in  the  government  of  the  world,  is  in  determin- 
ing the  spheres  in  which  individuals  are  called  to  act,  and 
the  nature  and  degrees  of  the  influence  it  is  their  «lot  to 
exert.  Their  talents,  their  apparent  opportunities,  and  their 
purposes  and  eflfbrts  even,  often  have  but  a  very  slight 
agency,  compared  with  other  causes,  in  conducting  them  to 
the  places  the/  occupy,  and  settling  the  kinds  and  measures 
of  the  effects  they  produce.  Those  endowed  with  eminent 
powers,  and  enjoying  seemingly,  fipom  their  descent,  educa- 
tion, or  connexions,  the  greatest  advantages  of  position,  often 
pass  away  without  leaving  a  trace  of  their  existence  in  the 
world ;  while  others,  emerging  from  obscurity,  and  with  no 
eminent  external  advantages  or  personal  gifts  to  attract 
attention,  and  invest  them  with  power  over  their  fellow-men, 
rise,  by  the  appointment  of  Divine  Providence,  to  spheres  of 
vast  influence,  and  give  by  their  agency  a  color  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  history  of  crowds  of  the  human  family,  througba 
long  series  of  generations.  This  is  strikingly  exemplified  in 
the  life  of  the  apostle  Paul.  Had  it  been  left  to  the  men  of 
his  age  to  judge  beforehand  who  would  probably  be  selected 
by  the  Most  High  to  proclaim  to  the  nations  the  glad  tidings 
of  redemption  through  Christ,  plant  churches  in  the  great 
cities  of  Western  Asia  and  Europe,  give  them  inspired 
instructions  for  their  guidance  in  doctrine  and  life,  and  exert 
a  commanding  influence  by  his  labors,  example,  and 
writings,  on  the  long  series  of  subsequent  generations,  they 
doubtless  would  have  assigned  the  office  to  some  distin- 
guished person  of  the  Jewish  priesthood,  who  was  already 
a  minister  of  Jehovah ;  to  one  of  the  eminent  expositors  of 
the  Hebrew  law,  or  rulers  of  that  people ;  or,  perhaps,  to 
some  one  of  the  renowned  philosophers,  orators,  or  poets,  of 
Greece  or  Home,  whose  genius  and  reputation  would  give 
him  authority  vrith  his  countrymen.     Not  one  of  thosOi 
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however,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  was  called  to  take  any  con- 
spicuous part  in  the  great  work  of  making  known  the  good 
news  of  nalvation  to  the  nations.  They  were  left  to  be 
mere  spectators,  or  acted  only  in  so  humble  a  sphere,  that 
their  names  have  not  descended  to  their  successors.  The 
heralds  of  the  kingdom  universally  we^p  taken  from  other 
classes,  and  he  who  in  distinction  from  all  others  was  con- 
stituted the  apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  and  bore  the  gospel  to 
Northern  Syria,  the  vast  region  that  lies  westward  between 
the  Mediterranean  and  the  Euxine,  and  finally  to  Bome,  the 
metropolis  of  the  world,  was  taken  from  a  city  remote  from 
Palestine,  without  any  advantages  of  rank,  family,  or  person, 
and  from  among  the  rejectors  and  persecutors  of  the  futb, 
instead  of  its  disciples ;  and  a  power  lodged  in  his  hands,  a 
scene  of  labor  assigned  him,  and  a  train  of.  results  made  to 
spring  from  his  ministry,  such  in  beneficence,  greatness,  and 
moral  grandeur,  as  have  never  marked  the  history  of  any 
other  human  individual. 

His  life  and  labors,  accordingly,  form  one  of  the  finest 
themes  that  can  engage  the  study  of  a  historian  of  the 
first  age  of  the  church,  and  expositor  of  the  measures  by 
which  it  was  planted  in  the  great  cities  of  Asia,  Greece,  and 
Italy ;  unfolding  the  loftiest  displays  of  a  sanctified  mind 
of  superior  strength  and  ardor,  and  the  greatest  gentle- 
ness, tenderness,  patience,  and  humility ;  detailing  the  most 
extraordinary  labors,  self-denials,  sufferings,  and  successes 
in  the  work,  and  presenting  the  most  comprehensive  and 
impressive  picture  that  was  ever  drawn  by  a  human  pencil, 
both  of  the  renewed  and  sanctified  heart,  and  of  the  heart 
in  its  alienation  from  God,  and  vassalage  to  error  and  sin. 

And  the  subject  is  treated  in  the  work  under  notice- 
though  not  with  the  highest  genius  or  eminent  spiritual 
knowledge— with  great  learning  and  good  judgment.  The 
authors  have  investigated  the  whole  range  of  themes  that 
belong  to  the  subject  with  great  care ;  they  avoid  extreme 
opinions,  and  give  the  results  of  their  inquiries  with  clear- 
ness and  candor;  and  the  geographical  and  historical  parts  of 
their  work  present  a  vast  amount  of  interesting  and  import- 
ant information,  illustrated  very  amply  with  maps,  land- 
acapes,  sketches  of  cities. and  buildings,  coins,  and  other 
monuments  of  the  early  Christian  ages. 
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They  introduce  the  work  with  a  view  of  the  religious  and 
moral  condition  of  the  three  principal  nations  to  whom  the 
gospel  was  first  proclaipaed,  the  Jews,  the  Greeks,  and  the 
Romans;  and  the  preparation  that  had  taken  place  from 
the  decay  of  the  systems  of  paganism  for  the  introduction  of 
a  new  religion.  They  then  trace  the  history  of  Paul  from 
his  birth  at  Tarsus,  to  his  conversion :  and  from  his  conver- 
sion through  the  long  series  of  his  journeys,  voyages,  labors, 
sufferings,  and  triumphs,  till  his  death :  weaving  into  the 
narrative  all  the  incidents  that  are  related  in  the  Acts  and 
his  Epistles,  giving  a  minute  and  graphic  description  of  the 
several  countries  and  cities  which  he  visited,  and  presenting 
a  new  translation  of  his  letters,  with  copious  exegeticai  and 
illustrative  notes.  The  following  is  their  description  of  a 
voyage. in  that  age  from  Seleucia  in  Syria,  to  Salamis  in 
Cyprus ;  from  Paphos,  in  that  idand,  to  Perga  in  Pamphy- 
lia,  the  route  of  Paul's  first  missionary  voyage ;  and  a  jour- 
ney thence  over  the  mountains  to  Antiooh  in  Pisidia. 

^  We  may  well  suppose  that  he  might  sail  from  Seleucia  to  Salamis 
at  the  beginning  of  spring.  In  that  age,  and  in  those  waters,  the 
commencement  of  a  voyage  was  usually  determined  by  the  advance 
of  the  season.  The  sea  was  technically  said  to  be  open  in  the 
month  of  March.  If  St  Paul  began  his  journey  in  that  month,  the 
lapse  of  two  months  might  easily  bring  him  to  Perga,*  and  allow 
sufficient  time  for  all  that  we  are  told  of  his  proceedings  at  Salamis 
and  Paphos.  If  we  suppose  him  to  have  been  at  Perga  in  May,  this 
would  have  been  exactly  the  most  natural  time  for  a  journey  to  the 
mountains.  Earlier  in  the  spring  the  passes  would  have  been  filled 
with  snow.  In  the  beat  of  summer  the  weaCher  would  have  been 
less  favorable 'for  the  journey.  In  the  autumn  the  disadvantages 
would  have  been  still  greater,  frouk  the  approaching  difficulties  of 
winter.  But  again,  if  St.  Paul  was  at  Perga  in  May,  a  further  reason 
may  be  given  why  he  did  not  stay  there,  but  seized  all  the  advan- 
tages of  the  season  for  prosecuting  his  journey  to  the  interior.  The 
habits  of  a  people  are  always  determined  or  modified  by  the  physical 
peeuliarities  of  their  country ;  and  a  custom  prevails  among  the 
inhabitants  of  this  part  of  Asia  Minor,  which  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  has  been  unbroken  for  centuries.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
hot  season  they  move  up  from  the  plains  to  the  oval  basin-like  hol- 
lows on  the  mountains.  These  yaUakSj  or  summer  retreats,  are 
always  spoken  of  with  pride  and  satbfiMstion,  and  the  time  of  the 
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^L  jonraej  anticipated  with  eager  delight    When  the  time  arriyes,  the 

people  may  be  seen  ascending  to  the  upper  grounds ;  men,  women, 
and  children,  with  flocks  and  herds,  camels  and  asses,  like  the 
patriarchs  of  old.  I(  then,  St  Paul  was  at  Pei^ra  in  May,  he  would 
find  the  inhabitants  deserting  its  hot  and  silent  streets.  They  would 
be  moving  in  the  direction  of  his  own  intended  journey.  He  would 
be  under  no  temptation  to  stay.  And  if  we  imagine  him  as  joining 
some  such  company  of  Pamphylian  families  on  his  way  to  the 
Pisidian  mountains,  it  giyes  much  interest  and  animation  to  the 
thought  of  this  part  of  his  progress. 

^'  Perhaps  it  was  in  such  company  that  the  a|)08tle  ^tered  the  first 
passes  of  the  mountainous  district  along  some  voad  formed  partly  by 
artificial  pavement,  and  partly  by  the  native  marble,  with  high  diflb 
frowning  on  either  hand,  with  tombs  and  inscriptions^  even  then  an- 
cient, on  the  projecting  rocks  around,  and  with  copious  fountains 
,  bursting  out  among  thickets  ^f  pomegranates  and  oleanders.    The 
oleander,  *  the  favorite  flower  Of  the  Levantine  midsummer,"  abounds 
in  the  lower  water  courses,  and  in  the  month  of  May  it  borders  all 
the  banks  with  a  line  of  brilliant  crimson.    As  the  path  ascends,  the 
rocks  begin  to  assume  the  wilder  grandeur  of  mountains,  the  richer 
fruit  trees  begin  to  disappear,  and  the  pine  and  walnut  succeed, 
though  the  plane-tree  still  stretches  its  wide  leaves  over  the  stream 
which  dashes  wildly  down  the  ravine,  crossing  and.  recro^ing  the 
dangerous  road.    The  alteration  of  climate  which  attends  on  the 
traveller's  progress,  is  soon  perceptible.    A  few  hours  will  make  the 
difference  of  weeks,  or  even  months.    When  the  com  is  in  the  ear  on 
the  lowlands,  ploughing  and  sowing  are  hardly  well  begun  on  the 
highlands.    Spring  flowers  may  be  seen  in  the  mountains  by  the  very 
edge  of  the  snow,  when  the  anemone  is  withered  in  the  plain,  and 
the  pink  veins  of  the  white  asphodel  flower  are  shrivelled  in  the  heat 
When  the  cottages  are  closed,  and  the  grass  is  parched,  and  every- 
thing is  silent  below  in  the  purple  haze  and  stillness  of  midsummer, 
clouds  are  seen  drifting  among  the  Pisidian  precipices,  and  the  cav- 
ern is  often  a  welcome  shelter*  from  a  cold  and  penetrating  wind. 
The  upper  part  of  this  district  is  a  wild  region  of  clifb,  often  isolated 
and  bare,  and  separated  from  each  other  by  ralleys  of  sand,  which  the 
storm  drives  with  blinding  violence  among  the  shivered  pointy    The 
trees  become  fewer  and  smaller  at  every  step.    Three  belts  of  vegeta- 
tion are  successively  passed  through  in  ascending  from  the  c^ast, 
first  the  oakwoods,  then  the  forests  of  pine,  and  lastly  the  dark 
scattered  patches  of  the  cedar-juniper ;  and  then  we  reached  the  tree- 
less plains  of  the  interior,  which  stretch  in  dreaiy*  extension  io  the 
north  and  to  the  east 
^  After  such  a  journey  as  this,  separating,  we  know  not  wheie^ 
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from,  the  companions  whom  they  may  have  joined,  and  often  think- 
ing of  that  Christian  companion  who  had  withdrawn  himself  from 
their  society  when  they  needed  him  most,  Paul  and  Barnabas 
emerged  from  the  nigged  momitain  passes,  ^and  came  upon  the  cen- 
tral table-land  of  Asia  Minor.  The  whole  interior  region  of  the  Pen- 
insula may  be  correctly  described  by  this  term ;  for,  though  intersected 
in  varioos  directions  by  mountain  ranges,  it  is  on  the  whole  a  vast  pla^ 
teauy  elevated  higher  than  the  summit  of  Ben-Nevis  above  the  level  <i 
the  sea.  This  is  its  general  character,  though  a  long  journey  across 
the  district  brings  the  traveller  through  many  varieties  of  scenery^' 
Sometimes  he  moves  for  hours  along  the  dreary  margin  of  an  inland 
sea  of  salt ;  sometimes  he  rests  in  a  cheerful,  hospitable  town  by  the 
shore  of  a  fresh-water  lake.  In  some  places  the  ground  is  burnt  and 
volcanic,  in  others  green  and  fruitful.  Sometimes  it  is  depressed  into 
watery  hollows,  where  wild  swans  visit  the  pools,  and  storks  are  seen 
fishing  .and  feeding  among  the  weeds ;  more  frequently  it  is  spread 
out  into  the  broad  open  downs,  like  Salisbury  Plain,  which  afford  an 
interminable  pasture  for  flocks  of  sheep.  To  the  north  of  Pamphylia^ 
th^  elevf^ed  plain  stretches  through  Phrygia  for  a  hundred  miles^ 
frona  Moi;nt  Olympus  to  Mount  Taurus.  The  southern  portion  of 
these  bleak  uplands  was  crossed  by  St  Paul's  track,  immediately 
before  his  arrival  at  Antioch  in  Pisidia." — ^VoL  i.  pp.  164-168. 

The  following  is  a  descripdon  of  the  scete  through 
which  he  passed  on  his  second  journey  into  Asia  Minora 
across  Mount  Taurus : — 

*^The  vast  mountain  barrier  which  separates  the  sunny  plains  of 
Gilicia  and  Pamphylia  from  the  central  table-land,  has  frequently 
been  mentioned.  On  the  former  journey,  St.  Paul  travelled  from  the 
Pamphylian  plain  to  Antioch  in  Pisidia,  and  thence  by  Iconium  to 
Lystra  and  Derbe.  His  presemt  course  across  the  moontaina  was 
more  to  the  eastward;  and  the  last-mentioned  cities  were  visited 
first.  M6re  passes  than  one  lead  down  fiom  Lycaonia  and  Cappar 
docia  through  the  chain  of  Taurus  into  Gilicia.  And  it  has  been 
supposed  that  the  apostle  travelled  dirough  oi^e  of  the  minor 
passes,  which  quits  the  lower  plain,  to  Pompeiopolis,  and  enters  Ih^ 
upland  plain  of  Iconium,  not  far  from  the  conjectural  site  of  Derbe» 
But  there  is  no  sufficient  reason  to  auppoee  that  he  went  by  any 
other  than  the  ordinary  road.  A  traveller  wishing  to  reach  the 
Valais  conveniently  from  the  banks  of  the  Lago  Maggiore,  would 
rather  go  by  the  Simplon,  than  by  the  difficult  path  across  the  Monte 
Moro ;  and  there  ia  one  great  pass  in  Asia  Minor  which  mxy  be  call- 
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ed  the  Simplon  of  Mount  Taurus,  described  as  a  rent  or  fissure  in  the 
mountain  chain,  extending  from  north  to  south  through  a  distance  pf 
eighty  miles,  and  known  in  ancient  days  by  the  name  of  the  '  Cilician 
Gates,' — which  has  been  hi  all  ages  the  easiest  and  most  convenient 
entrance  from  the  northern  and  central  parts  of  the  peninsula  to  the 
level  by  the  sea  shore,  where  the  traveller  pauses  before  he  enters 
Lycia.  The  securing  this  pass  was  the  greatest  «au8e  of  anxiety  to 
Cyrus,  when  he  march^  into  Babylonia  to  dethrone'  his  brdther. 
Through  this^  gorge  Alexander  descended  to  that  Cilician  plain 
"which  has  been  finely  described  by  a  Greek  historian,  as  a  theatre 
made  by  nature's  hand  for  the  drama  of  great  battles.  Cicero  fol- 
lowed in  the  steps  of  Alexander,  as  he  tells  his  friend  Atticns,  in  a 
letter  written  with  characteristic  vanity.  And  to  turn  to  the  cen- 
turies which  have  elapsed  since  the  time  of  the  apostles  and  the  first 
Roman  emperors,  twice  at  least  this  pass  has  been  the  pivot  on  which 
the  struggle  for  the  throne  of  the  East  seemed  to  turn-^nce  in  the 
war  described  by  obscure  historians,  when  a  pretender  at  Antioch 
made  the  Taurus  his  defence  against  the  Emperor  of  Rome ;  and 
once  in  a  war  which  we  remember,  when  a  pretender  at  Alexandria 
fortified  it,  and  advanced  beyond  it  in  his  attempt  to  dethrone  Uie 
Sultan.  In  the  wars  between  the  Crescent  and  the  Cross,  which 
have  filled  up  so  much  of  the  intervening  period,  this  defile  has 
decided  the  fate  of  many  an  army.  The  Greek  historians  of  the  first 
Baracen  invasions  describe  it  by  a  word  unknown  to  classical  Greek, 
which  denotes,  that  when  this  passage  (between  Cappadocia  and 
Cilicia)  was  secure,  the  frontier  was  closed.  The  Crusaders,  shrink- 
ing from  the  remembrance  of  its  precipices  and  dangers,  called  it  by 
the  more  awful  name  of  the  (jfates  of  Judas. 

"  Through  this  pass  we  conceive  St.  Paul  to  have  travelled  on  his 
way  from  Cilicia  to  Lycaonia.  And  if  we  say  that  the  journey  was 
made  in  the  spring  of  the  year  51,  we  shall  not  deviate  very  far  from 
the  actual  date.  By  those  who  have  never  .followed  the  apostle's 
footsteps,  the  successive  features  of  the  scenery  through  which  he 
passed  may  be  compiled  from  the  accounts  of  recent  travellers,  and 
arranged  in  the  following  order.  After  leaving  Tarsus,  the  road 
ascends  the  valley  of  the  Cydnus,  which,  for  some  distance,  is  nothing 
more  than  an  ordinary  mountain  valley,  with  wooded  eminences 
and  tributary  streams.  Beyond  the  point  where  the  road  from 
Adanah  comes  in  from  the  right,  the  hills  suddenly  draw  together 
and  form  a  narrow  pass,  which  has  always  been  guarded  by  pre- 
cipitous clif&,  and  is  now  crowned  by  the  ruins  of  a  medieval  castle. 
Income  places  the  ravine  contracts  to  a  width  of  ten  or  twelve paces^ 
leaving  room  for  only  one  chariot  to  pass.  It  is  an  anxious  place 
lo  any  one  in  command  of  a  military  expedition.    To  one  who  is 
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unburdened  by  suob  Responsibility,  the  scene  around  is  striking  and 
impressive.  A  canopy  of  $r  trees  is  higb  overhead.  Bare  limestone 
cliffs  rise  above  on  either  hand  to  an  elevation  of  many  hundred  feet 
l^e  streams  which  descend  towards  the  Cydnus  are  closed  by  the 
road,  and  here  and  there  undermine  it,  or  wash  over  it  When  the 
higher  and  more  distant  of  these  streams  are  left  behind,  the  road 
emerges  upon  an  open  and  elevated  region,  4000  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea.  This  space  of  high  land  may  be  considered  as 
dividing  the  whole  mountain  journey  into  two  parts.  For  when  it  is 
passed,  the  streams  are  seen  to  flow  in  a  new  direction.  Kot  that  we 
have  attained  the  point  where  the  highest  land  of  Asia  Minor  turns 
the  waters  north  and  south.  The  torrents  which  are  seen  descending 
to  the  right  are  merely  the  tributaries  of  the  Sams,  another  river  of 
Cilicia.  The  road  is-  conducted  northwards  through  this  new  ravine, 
and  again  the  rocks  close  in  upon  it,  with  stee^  naked  cli&,  among 
cedars  and  pines,  forming  an  intricate  defile  which  a  handful  of  men 
might  convey  into  another  Thermopylae.  When  the  highest  peaks 
of  Taurus  are  left  behind,  the  road  to  Tyana  is  continued  in  the  same 
northerly  direction;  while,  that  to  Iconium  takes  a  turn  to  the  left, 
and  passes  among  wooded  slopes  with  rocky  projections,  and  over 
ground  comparatively  level,  to  the  great  Lycaonian  plain." — Vol.  L 
pp.  257-261. 

Of  Thessalonica  they  give  the  following  account: —  " 

"  The  apostolic  city  at  which  we  are  now  arrived,  was  known  in 
the  early  periods  of  its  history  under  various  names.  Under  that  of 
Therma,  it  is  associated  with  some  interesting  recollections.  It  was 
the  resting-place  of  Xerxes  on  his  march  ;  it  is  not  unmentioned  in 
the  Peloponnesian  war ;  and  it  was  a  frequent  subject  of  debate  in 
the  last  independent  assemblies  of  Athens.  When  the  Macedonian 
powlr  began  to  overshadow  all  the  countries  where  Greek  was 
spoken,  this  city  received  its  new  name,  and  began  a  new  and  more 
distinguished  period  of  its  history.  A  sister  of  Alexander  the  Great 
was  called  Thessalonica,  and  her  name  was  given  to  the  city  of 
Therma  when  rebuilt  and  embellished  by  her  husband,  Cassander,  the 
son  of  Antipater.  This  name,  under  a  form  slightly  modified,  has 
continued  to  the  present  day.  The  Salnech  of  the  early  German  poets 
has  become  the  Saloniki  of  the  modern  Levant  Its  history  can  be  fol- 
lowed as  continuously  as  its  name.  When  Macedonia  was  partiti6ned 
into  four  provincial  divisions  by  Paulus  .^Imilius,  {Thessalonica  was' 
tbf  capital  of  that  which  lay  between  the  Axius  and  the  Strymon. 
When  the  four  regions  were  united  into  one  Roman  province,  this 
eity  was  chosen  as  the  metropolis  of  the  whole.    Its  name  appears 
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more  than  once  in  the  annals  of  the  civil  warn  It  was  the  scene  of 
the  exile  of  Cicero ;  and  one  of  the  stages  of  his  jonrnej  between 
Borne  and  his  province  in  the  East  Anthony  and  Octavius  were 
here  after  the  ]>att!e  of  Philippi ;  and  coins  are  still  extant  whictf 
allude  to  the  freedom  granted  by  the  victorious  leaders  to  the  city  of 
the  Thermaic  gait  Strabo,  in  the  first  century,  speaks  of  Thessalonica 
as  the  most  populous  town  of  Macedonia.  Lncian,  in  the  second 
oentury,  uses  similar  language*  Before  the  founding  of  Constantinople 
it  was  virtually  the  capital  of  Greece  and  Illyricum,  as  well  as  of 
Macedonia,  and  shared  the  trade  of  the  .^ean  with  Ephe&os  and 
Corinth.  Even  after  the  eastern  Rome  was  built  and  reigned  over 
the  Levant,  we  find  both  Pagan  and  Christian  writers  speaking  of 
Thessalonica  as  the  metropolis  of  Macedonia,  and  a  pkce  of  great 
magnitude.  Through  the.  middle  ages  it  never  ceased  to  be  import- 
ant; and  it  is  at  the  present  day  the  second  city  in  Enropean 
Turkey.  The  reason  of  this  continued  preeminence  is  to  be  found  in 
its  geographical  position.  Situated  on  the  inner  bend  of  the  Thermaic 
gulf,  halfway  between  the  Adriatic  and  the  Hellespont,  on  the  sea- 
margin  of  a  vast  plain  watered  by  several  rivers ;  and  at  the  entrance 
of  the  pass  which  commands  the  approach  to  the  other  great  Mace- 
donian level,  it  was  evidently  destined  for  a  mercantile  emporium. . . . 
Th^re  probably  never  was  a  time  from  the  day  when  it  first  received 
its  name,  that  this  city,  as  viewed  from  the  sea,  has  not  had  the  aspect 
of  a  busy,  commercial  town.  We  see  at  once  how  appropriate  a 
place  it  was  for  one  of  the  starting  points  of  the  gospel  in  Europe ; 
And  we  can^appreciate  the  |force  of  the  expression  used  by  St  Paul 
within  a  few  months  of  his  departure  from  the  Thessalonians,  when 
he  says,  that  from*  them  the  word  of  the  Lord  had  sounded  forth 
like  a  trumpet,  not  only  in  Macedonia  and  Achaia,  but  in  every 
place.' 

'*Ko  city  which  we  have  had  occasion  to  describe*  lyvs  h%4  so 
distinguished  a  Christian  history,  with  th^  single  exception  of  the 
Syrian  Antioch ;  and  the  Christian  glory  of  the  patriarchal  city  gra- 
dually faded  before  that  of  the  Macedonian  metropolis.  The  heroic 
age  of  Thessalonica  was  the  third  century.  It  was  the  bulwark  of 
Constantinople  in  the  shock  of  the  barbarians  ;  and  it  held  up  the 
torch  of  the  truth  to  successive  tribes  who  overspread  the  country 
between  the  DiUiube  and  the  JSgean, — the  Goths  and  the  Sclaves, 
the  Bulgarians  of  the  Greek  church,  and  the  Wallachians,  whose  lan- 
guage still  seenis  to  connect  them  with  Philippi,  and  the  Boman 
colgnies*" — ^Vol.  i.  pp.  822-824.  ^ 

Of  the  apostle's  teaohifigs  to^the  Thessalonians  respecting 
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the  coming 'and  Iqngdom  of  Christy  they  present  the  follow- 
ing view. 

.''That  St  Paul  did  speak  of  Messiah^s  glorious  kingdom,  the 
kix^dom  foretold  in  the  prophetio  Scriptures  themselves,  may  be 
Withered  by  comparing  the  Acts  and  the  Epistles  to  the  The£»alo- 
nians.  .The  accusation  brought  against  him  (Acts  xvii.  7),  was  that 
he  was  proclaiming  another  king,  and  virtually  rebelling  against  the 
emperor.  And  in  strict  conformity  with  this,  the  Thessalonians  are 
reminded  of  the  exhortations  and  entreaties  he  gave  them  when 
among  them,  that  they  would  walk  worthily  of  the  €k>d  who  had 
called  them  to  his  kingdom  and  glory  (1  The68.ii.  12),  and  addressed 
as  those  who«had  suffered  affliction  ibr  the  sake  of  that  kingdom  (2 
Thess.  i.  5).  Indeed,  the  royal  $(ate  of  Chriif$  second  advent  woi 
one  chief  topic  which  was  urgently  enforced^  and  deeply  impressed  on 
ike  minds  of  the  Thessodonian  converts,  This  subject  tinges  the  whole 
atmosphere  through  which  the  aspect  of  this  church  is  presented  to  us. 
It  may  be  said  that  in  each  of  the  primitive  churches,  which  are 
depicted  in  the  apostolic  epistles,  there  is  some  peculiar  feature  which 
gives  it  an  individual  character.  In  Corinth,  it  is  the  spirit  of  party ; 
in  Galatia,  the  rapid  declension  into  Judaism;  in  Fhilippi,  it  is  a 
steady  and  self-denying  generosity.  And  if  we  were  asked  for  the 
distinguishing  characteristic  of  the  first  Christians  of  Thessalonica, 
we  should  point  to  their  overwhelming  sense  of  the  nearness  of  the 
second  advent,  accompanied  with  melancholy  thoughts  concerning 
those  who  might  die  before  it,  and  with  gloomy  and  unpractical 
views  of  the  shortness  of  life  and  vanity  of  the  world.  Each  chap- 
ter in  the  Jrst  Epistle  to  the  Thessalonians  ends  with  an  allusion  to 
this  subject ;  and  it  was  evidently  the  topic  of  frequent  conversations 
when  the  [apostle  was  in  Macedonia.*  But  St  Paul  never  spoke  or 
wrote  of  the  future  as  though  the  present  was  to  be  forgotten. 
When  the  Thessalonians  were  admonished  of  Christ's  advent,  he  told 
them  also  of  other  coming  events,  full  of  practical  wm^ning  to  all . 
ages,  though  to  our  eyes  they  are  still  shrouded  in  mystery — of  '  the 
falling  away'  and  of  '  the  Man  of  sin.'  These  awful  revelations,  he 
said,  must  precede  the  revelation  of  the  Son  of  Grod,  '  Do  you  not 
remember,'  he  adds,  with  emphasis  in  his  letter,  *  thatTwhen  I  yraa 
still  with  you  I  often  told  you  of  this  V  You  know,  therefore,  the 
hindrance  why  he  is  not  revealed,  as  he  will  be  in  his  own  season* 

*  The  ttuthora  misapprehend  the  error  into  which  the  Thessalonians  had 
been  betrayed.  The  annonncement  of  the  fifdse  teachers  which  Paul  con- 
tradiets  wai^  it  is  Cplain  from  his  language,  that  hrist's  second  advent  iimrn- 
Kt9  had  already  taken  plaoc^  not  that  it  was  near. 
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He  told  them  in  the  words,  of  Christ  himself  that  the  times  aod 
the  seasons  of  the  coming  revelation  were  known  only  to  God,  and 
he  warned  them,  as  the  first  disciples  had  heen  warned  in  Judea,  that 
the  great  day  would  come  suddenly  on  men  unprepared,  as  a  thief 
in  the  night,  and  he  showed  lb  em  that  though  life  is  short  and  the 
world  is  vanity,  yet  God's  work  must  be  done  diligently  and  to  .the 
last"— Vol.  I  pp.  327,  828. 

These  passages  indicate  the  style  in  which  the  several 
topics  of  the  work  are  treated.  The  translations  of  the 
Epistles,  instead  of  adhering  rigidly  to  the  terms  aud  idioms 
of  the  original,  are  free  and  designed  simply  to  give  the 
reader  the  apostle's  sense,  rather  than  the  exact  £>rm  of  his ' 
expressions.  The  work  is,,  on  the  whole,  a  more  valuable 
oontribution  to  the  literature  of  the  New  Testament,  than 
any  other  that  has  proceeded  from  the  British  press  for  a 
long  period,  and  deserves  to  be  in  the  hands  of  every  stu- 
dent of  the  sacred  word. 

Great,  however,  and  impressive  as  the  delineation  is, 
which  the  work  presents,  of  the  labors  of  the  apostle  of  the 
Oentiles,  and  the  effects  that  sprang  from  his  agency,  that  is 
not  the  most  interesting  relation  in  which  it  may  be  contem- 
plated. It  is  invested  with  a  still  higher  significance,  con- 
sidered as  a  picture  of  the  reception  which  Christianity  met 
from  the  most  intelligent  and  cultivated  nations  at  its  insti- 
tution, and  as  a  portraiture  therefore  of  the  heart  of  man  on 
the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  an  exponent  in  a  measure, 
of  the*  peculiar  ends  which  God  is  pursuing  in  his  present 
administration  over  the  world.  Why  had  such  a  series  of 
dispensations  been  exercised  over  men  in  the  antecedent 
ages  7  Why  had  the  great  nations  been  left  to  fiibricate 
such  false  systems  of  religion,  sink  to  such  depths  of  moral 
debasement,  and  employ  themselves,  on  such  a  vast  scale,  in 
the  merciless  oppression  and  slaughter  of  each  other  ?  Why^ 
when  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  through  Christ  were  pro- 
claimed to  the  nations,  were  the  means  and  agencies  by  which 
they  were  enforced,  restricted  within  such  limits,  and  men 
left  to  reject,  oppose,  and  obstruct  them  in  such  a  manner  ? 
What  are  the  great  ends  thai  are  to  be  achieved  by  the  dis- 
plays that  take  place  under  this  system  of  administration  of 
God's  sovereignty  on  the  one  side,  and  of  man's  alienation 
and  perverseness  on  the  other,  that,  to  the  wisdom  of  God, 
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render  it  preferable  to  any  other?  What  is  the  great 
principle  on  which  he  is  proceeding?  What  are  the  greflt 
truths  that'  have  been  demonstrated,  and  are  still  demon- 
stratiiig  in  the  most  conspicuous  and  eflFective  manner 
through  this  long  series  of  ages  ?  And  how  is  it.  that  they 
can  contribute  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  far  diflferent 
system  of  government  which  is  to  follow  the  present,  at  the 
second  coming  of  Christ,  and  the  establishment  of  his  throne 
•  on  the  earth  ?  These  are  questions  that  are  very  naturally 
presented  by  the  impressive  picture  these  volumes  give  of 
the  in&truments  by  which  the  gospel  was  first  made  known 
to  the  great  cities  of  Syria,  t^sia  Minor,  Greece,  Macedonia, 
and  Italy,  the  violent  and  cruel  opposition  it  met  from  Jews 
and  Pagans,  and  the  perversions  to  which  it  was  immediately 
subjected  by  a  large  share  of  those  who  professedly  embraced 
it.  They  may  be  considered,"  indeed,  as  substantially  pre*  * 
sented  by  Paul  himself,  in  his  address  to  the  Athenians^on 
Mars  hill,  in  his  declaration  that  God  "  hath  made  of  one 
blood  all  nations  of  men  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the 
earth,  and  hath  determined  the  times  before  appointed,  and 
the  bounds  of  their  habitation,  that  they  should  seek  the  Lord]  if 
haply  they  might  feel  after  him,  and  find  him,  though  he  be 
not  far  from  every  one  of  us ;  as  in  him  we  live,  and  move, 
and  have  our  being,- and  we  are  his  olBFspring;.  that  there- 
fore as  we  are  the  oiB&pring  of  God,  we  ought  not  to  think* 
that  he  is  like  unto  gold,  or  silver,  or  stone  graven  by  art  or 
roan's  device ;  yet  the  times  of  this,  ignorance  God  allowed 
to  pass.''  That  is,  that  God  through  the  ages  that 'had 
then  revolved,  had  made  by  his  providence  a  trial  whether 
or  not  the  nations  would  discern  him  by  the  light  of  nature, 
and  honor  him  according  to  his  perfections  and  rights;  and 
that  on  their  apostatizing  to  idols,  he  had  left  them  to  pursue* 
their  false  systems  and  work  out  their  natural  results.  But 
that  now  having  invested  the  Messiah  with  the  sceptre  of 
the  world,  and  appointed  a  day  in  which  he  shall  judge  the 
nations,  he  commands  all  men  everywhere  to  repent.  That  is, 
in  other  words,  he  was  now  to  rnake  an  experiment  whether 
under  the  administration  of  a  Mediator,  a  system  of  revealed 
laws,  and  a  method  of  redemption  by  grace  from  the 
dominion  and  curse  of  sin,  men  would  repent  of  their 
apostasy  and  become  obedient. ' 
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In  oooducting  these  great  experiments,  it  is  apparent  that 
the  wisdom  and  righteousness  of  God  i^uired  that  he  should, 
in  a  large  degree,  conform  his  providence  towards  mei^  to 
.  ^  their  conduct  towards  him :  if  they  apostatized  fix>m  him 
and  gave  their  homage  to  &lse  deities,  he  could  not,  con- 
sistently, connect  with  their  rebellious  agency,  the  peculiar 
blessings  which  he  had  promised  to  bestow  as  the  rewards 
of  obedience.  That  were  to  confound  evil  with  good,  revolt 
with  allegiance.  His  justipe  -and  holiness  made  it  essential 
that  he  should  withhold  firom  them  many  of  his  gifts,  and 
punish  t];iem  with  wants,  cflamities,  and  sorrows;  and  if 
they  rejected  his  holy  laws  and  Adopted  false  and  profligate 
rules  of  conduct,  he  could  not  consistently  connect  wil^ 
.  their  wicked  acts,  the  safety,  peace,  and  happiness,  whidi 
are  the  natural  attendants  of  virtue.  .  He  was  obliged  to 
vindicate-  the  truth  and  wisdom  of  ^his  statutes,  by  leaving 
the  violators  of  them  to  the  dominion  of  the  evil  passions 
which  they  justified  and  nourished,  and  to  the  natural  con- 
sequences of  the  indulgence  of  those  passions,  in  the  loss  of 
their  happiness,  and  the  destruction  of  that  of  others.  In 
short,  his  vindication  of  himself  and  maintenance  of  his 
rights,  required  that  he  should  allow  their  principles  and 
passions  to  work  out  their  natural  results,  and  show  their 
malignant  character,  by  the  immeasurable  wickedness  and 
misery  to  which  they  .give  birth. 
.  This  great  principle  of  the  divine  administration  is  fully 
indicated  in  the  -Epistle,  to  the  Bomans ;  in  the  announce- 
ment that  the  Most  High  having  made  his  eternal  power 
&nd  godhead  discernible  through  the  things  which  he  has 
created,  so  that  men  are  without  excuse  for  not  recognising 
and  honoring  him  as  the  Creator  of  all ;  he  then,  when 
though  they  knew  him,  they  glorified  him  not  as  God, 
neither  were  thankful,  but  became  vain  in  their  imaginations, 
and  changed  the  glory  of  the  incorruptible  God  into  an 
image  made  like  to  jcorruptible  man,  and  to  birds,  and  four- 
footed  beasts,  and  creeping  things;  gave  them  up  to  the 
lusts  of  their  own  hearts — having  changed  the  truth  of  God 
idtct  a  lie,  and  worshipped  and  served  the  creature  more 
than  the  Creator,  who  is  blessed  for  ever :  and  abandoned 
them  to  the  unrestrained  domination  of  every  vile  sensual 
affection,  and  ^very,  perversion  and  debasement  of  their 
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bodies :  and  then^  fiDally,  in  ponsequenoe  of  ihat,  left  them 
to  all  the  other  selfish,  malignant,  and  cruel  passions  t^nd 
affections  of  which  their  nature  is  capable — unrighteousness, 
wickedness,  envy,  murder,  contention,  deceit,  "malignity, 
calunmy,  hate,  pride,  vanity,  implacableness,  unmerciful-, 
ness,  and  the  loss  of  all  natural  affection.  As  they  aposta- 
tized  from  .him,  he  thus  withdrew  from  them :  and  as  they 
deified  their,  own  nature,  he  left  them  to  its  dominion,  and 
allowed  th^m  to  sink  to  the  lowest  debasement  as  indivi* 
.duals,  and  to  become  the  most  malignant  and  merciless 
scourges  to  ope* another  in  their  social  relations;  wreaking 
on  eaoh  other  every  mean  and  ferocious  passion  ;  and  thus 
showing,  on  a  vast  scale,  what  the  true  character  of  their 
hearts  is,  and  what  the  condition  of  sin  and  misery  is  into 
which  creatures  naturally  sink  who  apostatize  from  God. 
The  ^eat  features,  accordingly,  of  the  minds  of  men  that 
have  been  displayed  under  this  experiment ;  the  dispositions 
and  tendencies  which  they  have  universally  exhibited ;  are, 
first,'  to  reject  God  aa  their  creator,  lawgiver,  and  benefactor, 
and  substitute  fictitious  deities  formed  after  their  own  hearts 
in  his  place;,  next,  to  plunge  into  the  lowest  perversion  and 
degradation  of  their  sensual  nature;  and  lastly,  to  become 
ferocious  and  remorseless  enemies  of  each  other,  and  seek  to 
find  happiness  and  honor  in  inflicting  on  one  another  the 
most  cruel  and  bloody  outrages. 

Thus,  we  are  told,  that  in  th6*ages  that  immediately  fol- 
lowed the  fall,  "  the  wickedness  of  man  became  great  in  the 
earth,  and  that  jevery  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his 
heart. was  only  evil  continually  ;  that  God  looked  upon  the 
earth  and  behold  it  was* corrupt;  for  all  flesh  had  corrupted 
his  way  upon  the  earth,  and  the  earth  wias  filled  with 
violence."  (Genesis  vi.  5,  11,  12.)  Whether  the  evil  imagi- 
nations'of  the  thoughts  of  their  hearts  embraced  the  inven- 
tion and  worship  of  false  gods,  we  are  not  expressly  told ; 
but  the  deep  corruption  of  their  manners,  and  the  violence 
with  which  they  filled  the  world,  which  are  the  usual  con- 
8eG[uences  of  a  rejection  of  Gt>d,  render  it  probable.  The 
whole  race  advanced  to  such  a  pitch  of  wickedness,  that 
divine  justice  required  that  they  should  be  swept  to  destruc- 
tion by  a  deluge.  This  universal  afpoitasy  from  God,  this 
excess  of  individdU  and  social  corruption  and  malevolence, 
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formed  a  terrible  exhibition  of  what  the  human  heart  is,  in 
its  estrangement  from  the  Most  High.  They  were  not  left 
in  the  ignorance  of  the  Pagan  nations  of  the  present  age. 
They  did  not  derive  their  false  system  of  religion  and  morals 
from  a  long  line  of  ancestors.  Their  wickedness  was  not 
instilled  into  them  by  ignorant  parents,  or  an  established 
priesthood,  and  enforced  by  a  powerful  civil  government, 
under  the  deceitful  garb  of  a  olivine  religion.  It  was  all 
originated  and  matured  by  themselves,  and  amidst  the  dear 
light  of  a  divine  revelation,  and  the  powerful  restraints  of  a 
knowledge  |of  its  guilt,  solemn  warnings  from  heaven,  and 
the  pious 'remonstrances  and  holy  examples  of  patriarchs 
and  prophets.  God  revealed  himself  openly  to  men  in  those 
ages,  as  we  learn  from  his  appearances  to  Adam,  Cain, 
Enoch,  and  Noah,  and  announced  his  will  to  them  in  an 
audible  voiCje.  They  were  m4de  acquainted  with*  the 
scheme  of  redemption,  and  required  to  offer  sacrifices  in 
expression  of  their  faith  In  the  Messiah  whom  the  slaughtered 
victims  typified.  They  enjoyed  the  presence,  counsels,  and 
examples  of  Adam,  through  more  than  half  of  the  period  to 
the  flood ;  and  the  instructions,  probably,  of  a  great  array  of 
eminent  prophets  down  to  their  last  yeara  Noah  himself 
filled  the  office  of  a  preacher  of  righteousness  for  at  least  a 
hundred  and  twenty  years  before  he  entered  the  ark.  Yet, 
amidst  all  these  eminent  advantages ;  against  all  these 
powerful  restraints,  they  sank  universally,  it  seems — ^with 
the  exception  of  Noah  and  his  family — to  such  an  abyss  of 
corruption ;  they  became  inflamed,  through  all  their  grades, 
with  such  vile  and*  malignant  passions,  as  to  render  the 
divine  forbearance  any  longer  toward^  them  inexpedient ; 
as  to  make  it  essential  to  the  vindication  of  God's  rights  and 
glory,  that  he  should  storm  on  them,  his  vengeance,  and 
sweep  them  instantaneously  to  perdition.  What  an  amazing 
proof  of  their  alienation  I  What  an  emphatic  and  terrible 
demonstration,  that  they  were  in  open  and  unmitigated 
revolt!  How  clear  must  it  have  been  to  the  witnessing 
universe,  that  they  were  indeed  such  enemies  as  the  law  of 
God  and  the  work  of  redemption  contemplate  them;  and 
that  the  doom  with  which  they  were  overwhehned  was  their 
just  due  1  •  * 

Equal  proofs  were  given  by  the  da«endants  of  Noi^ 
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within  a  brief  period,  of  their  alienation  and  debasement 
Ere  that  patriarch  died — three  hundred  and  fifty  y^rs  after 
the  deluge,— every  nation  and  tribe  into  which  the  race 
had  become  divided,  had  aJ)ostatized,  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve, to  idol-worship.  There  were  individuals  and  families, 
indeed,  as  Abram,  Melchisedek,  Job,  and  his  friends,  who. 
retained  the  knowledge,  and  were  worshippers  of  th^  true 
God,  and  they  may  have  been  numerous ;  yet  no  traces  ap- 
pear on  the  sacred  page,  that  any  whole  people  continued 
to  be -worshippers  of  Jehovah.  The  first  uninspired  his- 
tories also,  and  the  earliest  monuments  of  the  ancient  inha- 
bitants of  Egypt,  Assyria,  and  India,  exhibit  them  as  idola- 
ters. Not  ^  trace  appears  in  any  of  their  religions,  at  the 
eailiest  date  to  which  our  information  extends,  of  a  recog- 
nition of  the  true  God.  This  is  certainly  astonishing ;  as 
not  only  Noah  lived  till  after  that  time,  but  Shem  survived  * 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years  longer,  to  the  time  of  Jacob. 
So  that  very  ample  means  must  have  been  possessed  of  a 
knowledge  of  Jehovah,  and  the  method  of  redemption  he 
had  made  known  to  Adam,  and  renewed  and- confirmed  to 
the  holy  patriarchs  and  prophets  through  all  the  long  tract 
of  ages  that  had  intervened,  to4he  division  at  Babel  of  the 
race  into  separate  tribes.  Whence  can  such  a  universal  apos- 
tasy f^*om  Jehovah  have  sprung,  except  from  an  utter  aliena- 
tion of  heart  from  him  ?  How  could  they  have  turned  from  him 
to  the  besotted  homage  of  creature^  idols,  and  mere  imagi- 
nary deities,' had  there  not  been  an  absolute  extinction  in 
their  minds  of  righteousness,  truth,  and  wisdom  ;  had  they 
not  yielded  themselves  to  the  unrestricted  domination  of  the 
powers  of  darkness  ? 

The  principal  andent  nations  of  central  and  western 
Asia,  northern  Africa,  and  eastern  Europe,  consisted  of  two 
classes:  one  that  was  under  the  domination  of  absolute 
monarchfi  and  a  legalized  priesthood,  who  dictated  to  their 
subjects  the  religion  they  should  exercise.  The  govern- 
ments of  the  other  sprang  in  a  measure  from  the  people 
themsfelves,  and  their  religion  was  accordingly  the  creation 
and  expression,  in  a  large  measure,  of  the  popular  sentiment 
and  taste.  As  the  rulers  and  priests  of  the  despotic  govern- 
ments who  dictated  the  religion  of  their  subjects,  were 
among  the  most  talented  and  learned  of  their  age,  .if  they 
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hid  had  any  proper  notions  of  Jehovah,,  and  disposition  to 
favor  the  exercise  of  a  true  religion,  they  might  have  exert- 
ed a  powerful  influence  in  repressing  ignorance,  supersti- 
tion, and  idol-worship,  and  prompting  their  subjects  to  a 
Recognition  of  the  true  God.  But  no  .effort  of  that  kind  was 
ever  made  by  them.    Instead,  the  monandis  of  Egypt,  As- 
syria, Babylonia,  and  India^  and  their  priests,-  gave  their, 
whole  influence  to  suatoin  and  spread  their  several  systems 
of  idolatry.    In  Egypt,  where  the  belief  in  the  immort^ty 
of  the  soul,  and  the  resurrection  of  ihe  body,  appears  to  have 
been  retained,  and  to  have  given  birth  to  their  splendid 
Mausolea,  and  their  custom  of  embalming  the  dead,  their 
worship  was  transferred  from  Jehovah. to  the  beasts,  birds, 
and  reptiles,  that  peopled  the  land,  and  the  waters,  andthe 
air  of  that  region ;.  and  among  them  not  a  few  of  the  most 
hideous  and  senseless  were  made  objects  of  special  adoration. 
Their  fanes  were  crowded  also  with  idols  and  pictures  of 
idol  deities,  and  the  whole  population  were  forced  by  the 
iron  hand  of  power  to  pay  their  homage  to  those  horrid 
shapes,  sometimes  living,  more  frequently  probably  dead, 
and  blackened  and  deformed  by  the  efforts  of  the  embalmer 
to  give  them  a  material  immortality.    Is  it  possible  for  crea- 
tures to  offer  a  more  awfol  affiront  to  Jehovah  their  creator 
and  upholder?    Their  paying  this  worship  to  the  ox,. the 
crocodile,  the  cat,  the  ibis,  and  the  beetle,  implied  that  their 
attributes  were  superior  to  his  ;  that  their  stations,  relations, 
and  agencies,  invested  them  with  higher  rights,  and  rendered 
them  more  worthy  of  acknowledgment  and  trust 

The  despotic  rulers  of  Assyria  in  like  manner  established 
avast  system  of  idolatry  as  the  state  religion,  in  which  bulls 
and  lions  with  human  heads  appear  4x>  have  held  the  most 
conspicuous  rank;  while  in  Babylonia,.  Nebubhadnezzar 
erected  a  gigantic  image  of  gold,  of  a  human  shap§,  as  the 
object  of  homage,  and  required  his  subjects  on  penalty  of 
death  to  worship  it^  and  images,  or  material  emblems  of  some 
form,  were  the  objects  of  homage  to  the  native  inhabitants  of 
Palestine,  Syria,  the  adjacent  parts  of  Asia  Minor,  and  the 
vast  regions  that  stretdi  eastwwl  to  the  conflnes  of  India,  for 
a  long  series  of  ages ;  while  in  India  itself  a  different  set  of 
still  more  bideouE  and  monster  shapes  were  constituted 
d^tieai  and  a  vast  array  of  priests  employed  to  pay  them  a 
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worship  of  complicated  and  cruel  rites.  The  despots  who 
reigned  over  tljose  popialous  and  cultivated  nations  for  two 
thousand  years,  instead  of  exerting  their  authority  in  repress- 
ing fidse  religions,  and  promoting  to  the  worship  of  Jeho- 
vah, gave  their  whole  influence  to  the  introduction  and  sup- 
port of  idolatry,  forced  their  •  subjects  to  live  as  apostates 
from  Jehovah,  and  made  their  cruel  rites  and  debasing 
superstitions  the  means  of  reducing  ^their  people  to  the 
most  abject  vassalage  tO>  their  power.      .  • 

The  Greeks  of  Asia  Minor,  the  islands  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean and  eastern  Europe,-  and  the  population  of  Italy, 
enjoyed  a  higher  measure  of  freedom,  and  had  a  voice  in  the 
election  of  many  of  their  rulers.  Their  governments  were 
accordingly  in  a  far  larger  degree  the  expression  of  the 
general  will,  and  their  religion  the  work  of  the  popular 
sentiment.  Their  gods  and  religious  rites  were  the  gods  and 
rites  of  the  state,  because  the]  general  voice  made  them  so. 
Yet  those  nations,  left  thns  to  their  own  tastes  in  a  far  higher 
degree  than  those  of  the  gteat  eastern  empires,  still  apost8<- 
tized  a9  universally  and  as  eagerly  as  they  to  the  homage  of 
idols.  The  loftiest  geniuses  of  Greece,  and  the  Gceek  colonies 
of  the  islands  and  shores  of  the  Mediterranean,  were  for  ages 
devoted  to  the  fabrication  of  mairble  and  brazen  deities,  and 
the  erection  of  temples  for  their  residence.  Their  cities 
were  thronged  with  gods  not  only  in  the  temples,  the  halls 
of  justice,  the  theatres,  the  stadia,  and  the  markets,  but  in 
the  streets^  the  gardens,  and  the  houses,  and  their  whole  life 
was  moulded  and  colored  by  their  presence — ^thus  showing  in 
the  most  strUdng  manner  that  no  strength  or  subtlety  of  in- 
tellect, Jno  refinement  of  taste,  no  literary  culture,  no  measure 
of  scientific  knowledge,  no  perfection  in  the  arts,  no  political 
freedom,  nor  any  combination  of  them  in  their  highest  forms, 
is  any  barrier  to  an  apostasy  from  Jehovah  to  idol-worship : 
that  it  is  not  ignorance  and  political  degradation  alone  that 
prompt  to  it,  but  that  the  subtle,  the  learned,  the  witty,  tibe 
refined  in  many  forms,  and  the  free,  are  borne  as  readily  to 
the  renunciation  of  the  Creator  and  ruler  of  the  tmiverse,  and 
the  substitution  of  stocks  and  stones  that  Are  graven  by 
man's  art  and  devimi  in]  his  place,  as  the  great  nations  of 
Asia  and  Africa  whom  the  hand  of  despotism  had  kept  in  tbo 
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most  abject  ignorance  and  vassalage.    A  similar  display  was 
likewise  made  by  the  population  of  Italy, 

And  the  whole  of  these  nations  continued  their  idolatry 
down  to  the  age  of  the  apostle.  No  experience  of  the 
vanity  of  their  worship,  none  of  the  terrible  judgments  with 
which  they  were  overwhelmed  by  the  Most  High  in  punish- 
ment of  their  revolt  from  him — judgments  from  which  they 
learned  that  their  gods  could  not  deliver  them — contributed 
iji  the  slightest  degree  to  excite  them  to  abandon  them.  So 
far  from  it,  they  continued  to  multiply  their  deities  and  to 
sink  to  lower  and  lower  depths  of  superstition  and  debase- 
ment in  their  worship,  till  their  false  systems  began  to  be 
superseded  by  the  gospel. 

What  an  amazing  exemplification  of  the  human  heart ! 
Those  nations  comprised,  with  the  exception  of  the  Hebrews, 
the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole  that  had  risen  above  extreme 
barbarism  during  the  twenty -three  .centuries  that  followed 
the  deluge,  and  abounded  with  rulers,  philosophers,  poets, 
and  historians,  of  as  great  genius  and  as  large  cultivation  in 
their  several  spheres  as  have  ever  appeared  in  the  world  I 
Yet  with  scarce  an  exception,  their  great  powers  were 
deyoted  to  the  sanction  and  spread  of  idolatry — the  worship 
of  marble,  metallic,  or  wooden  statues ;  the  most  hideous 
'brutes  and  vilest  reptiles;  or  human  monsters  of  lust, 
treachery,  cruelty,  and  ambition,  deified  by  the  imagination, 
and  invested  with  a  sway  over  the  afiGsiirs  of  men.  Can  the 
fiuacy  conceive  of  more  decisive  and  dreadful  proofs  that  the 
race  is  in  open  revolt  from  Jehovah,  and  rejects  him  and  his 
service  with  the  most  intense  aversion  ?  If  it  be  not,  how  is 
it  that  not  a  solitary  dissentient  &om  this  monstrous  impiety 
is  heard  through  the  lapse  of  so  many  ages ;  or  at  least  not 
one  except  that  it  was  at  the  risk  of  bis  life  ? 

Their  apostasy  thus  fix)m  Jehovah  to  the  worship  of  fisdse 
deities,  in  most  of  whom  an  animal  and  sexual  ^nature  was 
held  to  have  a  predominance,  was  necessarily  followed,  as 
the  apostle  indicates,  by  God's  withdrawing  from  them,  and 
giving  them  up  to  the  unrestrained  sway  of  the  appetites 
which  they  impiously  deified,  and  allowing  them  to  sink  to 
the  lowest  depths  of  impurity  and  dflbasement  The  sexual 
passion,  in  its  most  unlicensed  and  polluting  forms,  was  not 
only  directly  sanctioned,  but  its  gratification  was  a  part  of 
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their  homage  to  their  deities ;  their  temples  beiDg  made  the 
sceues  of  public  and  boundless  prostitution,  and  their  priests 
and  priestesses  the  chief  actors  in  the  horrid  scenes.  And 
from  them  the  tide  of  lawlessness  and  corruption  spread 
through  all  the  inferior  ranks,  till  the  whole  mass  sank  to 
the  lowest  abyss  of  pollution.  The  cities  on  the  borders  of  the 
Asphaltine  sea  had  reached  such  an  extreme  of  wickedness 
in  this  relation,  in  the  days  of  Abraham,  that  God  swept 
them  to  destruction  by  a  storm  of  fire  and  brimstone,  and 
their  site  remains  a  monument  at  once  of  their  guilt  and  his 
yengeance.  Four  hundred  years  liCter  the  Canaanites  were 
destroyed,  in  a  large  measure,  for  their  addiction  to  the  same 
debasing  sin.  The  Egyptians,  the  Assyrians,  the  Babylo* 
nians,  the  population  of  Syria  preeminently,  and  of  Asia 
Minor,  were  notorious  for  the  profligacy  of  their  manners ; 
and  throughout  the  whole  circuit  of  the  Soman  empire,  in 
the  age  of  the  aposUe,  an  almost  total  dissolution  of  morals 
had  taken  place. 

And  the  unbridled  reign  of  that  debasing  appetite  gave 
birth  also— as  the  spirit  of  truth  indicates  it  naturally  must — 
to  the  whole  brood  of  selfish  and  malign  passions,  and  con- 
verted its  vassals  into  enemies,  scourges,  and  destroyers  of 
each  other.  The  great  business  of  the  chief  nations  from 
the  days  of  Abraham  to  the  birth  of  Christ,  was  war, 
slaughter,  conquest,  plunder,  devastation,  and  vengeance. 
During  that  period — ^besides  the  numerous  wars  between  in- 
ferior kingdoms— five  great  empires  rose,  three  in  the  east^ 
and  two  in  the  west,  that  spread  their  conquests  over  a  large 
part  of  the  world  that  was  then  in  any  degree  civilized,  and 
steeped  it  in  the  blood  of  its  inhabitants.  The  people  were 
held  to  be  the  absolute  property  of  the  monarchs,  and  were 
crushed  by  an  iron  despotism ;  millions  on  millions  of  the 
conquered  were  dragged  into  a  hopeless  and  cruel  slavery ; 
groans  of  misery  and  despair  rose  like  a  vast  exhalation 
fiK>m  every  part  of  the  earth;  and  such  things  as  safety, 
peace,  gentleneaL  sympathy,  love,  benignity,  were  scarcely 
known  to  a  huimm  bosom. 

Such  was  the  career  of  the  Pagan  nations.  The  apostasy 
of  the  Israelites,  the  chosen  people,  from  Jehovah  to  the 
idols  of  their  heathen  neighbors,  the  depths  of  impiety  and 
profligacy  to  which  they  sank,  and  the  fierce  i^nd  bloody 
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wars  in  which,  after  their  division  into  two  kingdoms,  ihej 
scourged  and  wasted  each  other,  formed  a  still  more  awfol 
exhibition  of  the  human  heart 

Such  was  the  result  of  the  trial  of  mankind  through  four 
thousand  years,  to  see  whether  when  God  clearly  revealed 
himself  to  them  through  his  works,  and  made  himself  known 
to  them  in  many  other  modes,  they  would  recognise  and 
honor  him,  or  would  reject  and  turn  from  him  to  the  worship 
of  imaginary  deities ;  and  to  show  with  what  direful  passions 
they  would  become  inflamed,  and  to  what  awful  forms  and 
degrees  of  wickedness  they  would  turn,  when  he  in 
righteousness  abandons  them,  because  of  their  apostaq^,  to 
the  sway  of  their  own  corrupt  and  malignant  hearts. 

This  is,  indeed,  but  a  fidnt  picture  compared  to  the  dread 
reality.  Yet  slight  and  dim  as  it  is,  what  a  terrible  proof  it 
forms  of  man's  alienation  from  God  1  But  to  the  celestial 
hosts  who  witnessed  the  whole  scene,  and  comprehended  its 
fearful  significance,  how  profound  and  overwhelming  must 
the  realization  have  been  it  produced,  that  the  race  are  lost 
in  a  stern  and  remorseless  enmity  to  Jehovah  I 

The  exhibition  made  of  the  human  heart  under  the  gospeli 
in  the  opposition  it  met  from  Jews  and  Pagans  at  its  promul- 
gation, the  dreadful  perversion  to  which  it  was  soon  sub- 
jected, and  the  merciless  persecution  by  which  the  true 
worshippers  were  for  many  ages  pursued  by  Pagans  and 
fiEilse  Christians,  is  equally  demonstrative  of  its  utter  aliena- 
tion from  God.  The  dark  picture  given  in  this  work  of  the 
treatment  Paul  received  as  the  great  preacher  of  the  glad 
tidings  of  salvation  through  Christy  may  be  taken  as  an 
exemplification  of  the  reception  the  n^ws  of  redemption  met 
from  the  nations  generally  to  whom  it  was  first  proclaimed. 
His  life,  through  the  twenty -six  years  of  his  labors,  was  one 
ceaseless  conflict  with  passionate  and  malign  opponents,  a 
scene  of  perpetual  peril  from  conspirators,  assassins,  mobs, 
and  persecuting  mi^trates.  He  says  of  himself,  ^'  I  am 
more  a  minister  of  Christ  than  others f.  in  kbors  more 
.  abundant,  in  stripes  above  measure,  in  prisons  more  fre* 
quent,  in  deaths  oft.  Of  the  Jews  five  times  received  I 
forty  stripes  save  one.  Thrice  was  I  beaten  with  rods; 
once  was  I  stoned ;  in  journeyings  often,  in  perils  of  wat^s^ 
in  perils  of  robbers,  in  perils  by  mine  own  oountrymeny  in 
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perils  by  the  heathen,  in  perils  in  the  city,  in  perils  in  the 
wilderness,  in  perils  in  the  sea,  in  perils  among  false 
brethren,  in  weariness  and  painfulness,  in  watchings  often, 
in  hunger  and  thirst,  in  fastings  often,  in  cold  and  naked* 
ness."  (2  Conn.  xi.  28-27.)  And  he  at  length  fell  a 
victim  to  the  malice  of  his  enemies,  and  was  decapitated  at 
Borne.  And  this,  simply  because  of  his  fidelity  to  Christ ; 
notwithstanding  his  aposUeship  was  demonstrated  by  a 
vaster  crowd  of  stupendous  miracles— especially  in  the 
bestowment  of  spiritual  gifts  in  connexion  with  his  agency, — 
than  ever  authenticated  the  mission  of  any  other  messenger 
of  Gkxl ;  and  although  his  conduct  was  marked  by  the 
greatest  uprightness,  prudence,  gentleness,  nobleness,  self> 
denial,  and  zeal  for  the  well-being  of  those  whom  he 
addressed.  The  hatred  and  malice  with  which  he  was 
pursued,  and  finally  martyred,  are  only  paralleled  by  the 
infuriate  rage  with  which  the  Son  of  God  was  rejected 
amidst  the  clearest  demonstrations  of  his  deity,  maligned, 
mocked,  scourged,  and  at  length  put  to  death  on  the  cross. 
Could  such  a  procedure  towards  an  upright,  wise,  holy  and 
benevolent,  noble-hearted,  miracle-working  preacher  of  sal- 
vation, have  been  possible,  had  not  those  who  thus  outraged 
him  been  the  most  stern  and  implacable  ftes  of  God,  and 
lawless  and  brutal  enemies  of  his  children  7 

The  persecution  of  the  disciples  of  Christ  begun  by  the 
Pagans  in  the  apostle's  life,  was  continued  by  them  at  inters 
vals  through  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  years,  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  swept  to  the  grave  by  the  most  igno- 
minious and  cruel  deaths ; — starved  in  dungeons,  torn  with 
hot  irons,  burnt  at  the  stake,  decapitated  on  the  block,  hung 
on  the  cross,  thrown  to  wild  beasts ; — and  all  the  power  of 
the  Boman  empire  was  exerted  to  exterminate  them  from 
the  earth.  On  the  legalization  and  paganization  of  the 
church  by  Constantine,  that  monarch  and  a  large  portion  of 
the  hierarchy  themselves  became  ferocious  persecutors  of 
the  true  worshippers,  and  his  successbrs  on  the  Byzantine 
throne  continued  to  be  such,  with  but  short  intervals,  , 
through  more  than  a  thousand  years,  till  the  extinction  of 
that  line  by  the  Turks  in  1468.  The  churches  of  Western 
Europe  also  apostatized  at  the  same  time  as  those  of  the 
East  to  the  homage  of  saints,  relics,  and  statues,  converted 


Digitized  by 


Google 


660  The  Life  and  Epistles  of  ^  Paul  [April, 

the  establislied  religion  into  a  horrid  system  of  the  most  im- 
pious errors  and  debasing  superstitions,  and  became  also 
cruel  and  insatiable  persecutors ;  so  that  the  Catholic 
churches  themselves  of  the  West  and  the  East  have  been 
the  greatest  corrupters  of  the  principles  and  morals  of  men 
the  world  has  ever  seen,  the  most  impious  blasphemers  of 
God,  and  the  most  ferocious  and  remorseless  oppressors  and 
murderers  of  his  children,  through  more  than  twelve 
hundred  years;  until  in  the  East  they  have  nearly  sunk 
into  extinction ;  while  in  the  West  they  have  almost  univer- 
sally passed  from  even  the  nominal  belief  in  Christianity 
into  the  most  black  and  impious  atheism,  and  sunk,  accord- 
ing to  the  usual  law  of  God's  providence,  to  the  lowest 
depths  of  the  .most  coarse  and  debasing  immorality,  and 
become  inflamed  with  the  most  lawless  and  bloody  passions. 
The  comparatively  small  number  of  true  worshippers  who 
still  exist,  especially  on  the  continent,  exist  by  the  special 
eare  of  God,  in  spite  of  the  most  gigantic  efforts  of  the  Papal 
church  and  the  civil  powers  through  a  long  series  of  ages 
to  exterminate  them.  The  victims  of  their  malice  who 
have  perished  by  the  sword,  on  the  rack,  and  at  the  stake, 
wasted  away  in  loathspme  dungeons,  or  been  worn  out  at 
the  galley  oar,  amount  to  millions.  And  these  murderers 
of  the  lambs  of  Christ's  flock  have  been  as  ferocious  in  their 
passions  towards  each  other,  as  they  have  towards  them. 
The  nations  of  Western  Europe  have  been  almost  inces- 
santly engaged  for  the  last  twelve  hundred  years  •in  the 
most  bloody  and  malignant  wars  on  each  other.  There  is 
scarce  an  extensive  region  in  their  cultivated  domains  that 
has  not  been  a  battle-scene,  and  many  of  the  vales  and 
plains  of  Italy,  Germany,  France,  and  Spain,  have  frequently 
been  drenched  with  the  blood  of  thousands.  No  other  part 
of  even  this  fallen  world,  probably,  has  been  the  theatre  of 
such  direful  ambition,  hate,  and  revenge ;  or  resounded  with  . 
such  a  vast  train  of  sighs  and  groans,  extorted  by  the 
wanton  infliction  of  wounds  and  death  by  man  on  man. 

Such  is,  in  brief,  the  result  of  the  experiment  God  has 
made  of  the  heart  of  man  through  eighteen  hundred  years 
tinder  the  gospel.  Can  a  more  stupendous  and  appalling 
demonstration  be  conceived  that  he  is  indeed  such  a  fallen, 
revolting,  and  incorrigible  being,  as  the  word  of  God  repre- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1865.]  The  Life  and  Epistles  of  Si.  PauL  661 

aenta^  and  as  the  work  of  redemption  assumes  him  to  be  t 
that  left  to  himself,  he  instantly  apostatizes  from  God,  and 
becomes  a  debased  and  ferocious* brute;  and  that  nothing 
but  the  infinite  power  and  infinite  grace  of  God  can  renew, 
transform,  and  save  him  ? 

Why  now  is  it  that  God  has  chosen  to  exercise  the  dis- 
pensation under  which  those  vast  and  direful  demonstra- 
tions have  taken  place,  on  the  one  side,  of  the  heart  of  man, 
and  the  condition  to  which  he  sinks  when  left  without 
renewing  grace ;  and  on  the  other,  of  God's  right  to  leave 
him  if  he  please  to  act  out  his  evil  mind  and  perish  under 
the  just  punishment  of  his  sins  ?  Is  it  not  that  these  demon- 
strations, vast  and  carrying  as  they  do  the  profoundest  con- 
viction of  the  truths  which  they  set  forth  to  the  whole 
universe  that  witnesses  them,  are  a  necessary  preparative 
for  the  gracious  dispensation  which  is  to  succeed  this,  when 
instead  of  leaving  men  to  the  mere  light  of  nature,  or  the 
present  measure  of  revealed  knowledge,  the  Kedeemer  is  to 
come  in  visible  majesty  and  reign  on  the  earth,  and  all 
nations  are  to  be  converted,  and  the  earth  be  made  a  para- 
dise of  righteousness  and  peace?  Such  is  undoubtedly  the 
fact,  as  wc  are  expressly  taught  that  this  age  in  which  the 
antichristian  powers  are  in  the  supremacy,  and  false  reli- 
gions prevail,  is  to  terminate  at  the  second  coming  of  Christ: 
that  Satan  is  then  to  be  imprisoned,  and  withheld  from 
leading  the  nations  to  revolt ;  that  all  the  great  corrupters 
and  oppressors  of  the  church  are  to  be  swept  from  the  earth; 
that  the  holy  dead  are  to  be  raised  from  the  grave  and  reign 
with  Christ  in  the  new  created  world ;  and  that  the  Spirit  of 
God  is  to  be  poured  out  in  the  most  abundant  and  wondrous, 
effusions,  and  all  nations  renewed  and  become  obedient  to 
the  sceptre  of  the  Eedeemer.  The  present  dispensation, 
accordingly,  will  then  terminate  unquestionably  because  all 
the  ends  for  which  it  is  exercised  will  then  have  been  accom- 
plished ;  and  because  those  ends  involve  all  that  is  necessary 
to  prepare  the  way  for  the  safe  and  wise  institution  of  the 
opposite  administration  that  is  thereafter  to  be  exercised.* 
Why  else  should  this  dispensation,  in  which  such  a  stupen, 
dous  exemplification  of  the  heart  of  man  is  wrought  out- 
continue  to  that  time?  Would  not  that  new  and  more 
gracious  administration  have  been  introduced  at  a  far  earlier 
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period  ?  This  is,  indeed,  expressly  taught  bj  the  apostle  in 
the  epistle  to  the  Bomans,  xi.  25-82,  **  For  I  would  not 
have  you  ignorant,  brethren,  of  this  mystery  (lest  ye  should 
be  wise  in  your  own  conceits)  that  blindness  in  part  has 
happened  to  Israel,  until  the  fulneSs  [full  complement]  of 
the  Qentiles  become  in.  And  so  all  Israel  shall  be  saved, 
as  it  is  written;  out  of  Zion  shall  come  the  Deliverer,  and 
he  shall  turn  away  ungodliness  from  Jacob.''  Here  the 
salvation  of  Israel  at  the  time  of  Christ's  second  coming,  is 
represented  as  somehow  to  be  the  result  of  the  previous  dis- 
pensation, during  which  they  had  been  smitten  with  blind- 
ness ;  while  an  elect  numberof  Gentiles  were  taken  out  of  their 
countless  crowds,  and  made  partakers  of  redemption.  But 
the  apostle  proceeds  to  state,  that  the  long  apostasy  to  which 
Aey  were  successively  left,  was  directly  in  order  to  the 
salvation  of  both.  "For  as  ye  in  times  past  have  not 
believed  God,  yet  have  now  obtained  mercy  ihrovgh  their 
unbelief;  even  so  have  these  also  now  not  believed  that 
through  your  mercy  they  also  may  obtain  mercy.  For  God 
lias  delivered  them  all  over  to  tmbelief  that  he  might  have  mercy 
upon  alV^  He  thus  specifically  represents  that  God's  deli- 
vering  all  over  to  unbelief  under  the  present  dispensation, 
during  which  such  an  exemplification  is  wrought  of  their 
alienation,  debasement,  and  malevolence,  is  expressly  in 
order  that  he  might  Jiave  mercy  upon  aU,  both  Israelites  and 
Oentiles,  under  the  dispensation  that  is  to  succeed  this.  It  is 
an  essential  condition,  accordingly,  to  the  renovation  and 
redemption  of  the  world  that  is  then  to  be  accomplished; 
an  indispensable  preparative  to  the  gift  of  the  infinite 
blessings  that  are  then  to  be  conferred  on  the  race. 

But  how  is  it  to  be  such  a  preparative  to  that  dispensa- 
tion ?  How  is  it  that  the  demonstration  of  the  truths  which 
it  displays  is  to  make  it  safe,  wise,  and  glorious  to  bestow 
the  blessings  of  renovation,  pardon,  and  life  on  the  whole 
race  through  the  long  series  of  ages  denoted  by  the  millen- 
nium, which  are  now  restricted  to  so  small  a  number  ? 

It  will  present  a  vast  and  overwhelming  demonstration 
that  the  race  are  identically  such  beings  in  alienation,  per- 
verseness,  and  guilt,  as  God  exhibits  them  in  the  work  of 
redemption:  a  truth,  which  it  is  of  infinite  moment  that 
men  themselves,  and  the  whole  universe,  should  see  with  the 
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clearest  certainty,  and  feel  with  the  profoundest  impression. 
For  how  else  would  it  be  known  and  realized,  that  all 
the  infinite  myriads  who  are  to  be  saved  during  the  vast 
round  of  the  millennial  age,  will  owe  their  renovation, 
sanctification,  and  redemption,  to  the  same  infinite  grace 
that  accomplishes  the  salvation  of  believers  now?  As  they 
are  to  be  kept  by  their  exemption  from  the  tempting 
influences  of  Satan,  by  their  early  regeneration  and  by  their 
-high  sanctification  from  strong  exhibitions  of  native  alienation, 
would  there  not  be  danger  of  their  mistaking  the  character 
they  would  have  exhibited,  had  they  lived  in  the  former 
dispensation,  were  it  not  for  the  demonstrations  of  it  with 
which  they  are  to  be  furnished  by  the  race  now  ?  Would 
not  the  gazing  hosts  of  the  surrounding  universe  lack  the 
requisite  proofs  of  the  hopeless  state  from  which  the  grace 
of  God  is  then  to  rescue  from  age  to  age  the  teeming  mil- 
lions with  which  the  world  is  to  be  peopled?  The  infinite 
and  impressive  exemplifications,  however,  that  are  now  taking 
place,  will  leave  them  in  no  uncertainty.  There  will  be  no 
possibility  of  failing  to  see  that  they  are  saved  from  utter  en- 
mity, from  hopeless  incorrigibleness,  from  eternal  destruction. 
It  will  be  seen  with  equal  clearness  what  the  rights  of 
God  are ;  that  he  might  with  perfect  justice,  if  he  chose, 
withhold  his  Spirit  from  those  whom  he  redeems;  and  that 
their  salvation  is  wholly  of  sovereign  grace :  truths  also,  the 
demonstration  of  which  is  indispensable  to  his  vindication, 
in  the  punishment  of  those  whom  he  leaves  to  perish,  and  to 
the  right  appreciation  by  the  universe  of  the  power,  wisdom, 
and  love  which  he  exercises  in  the  redemption  of  those 
whom  he  saves.  For  if  there  were  no  such  exemplification 
as  now  takes  place  of  God's  right  to  leave  men  to  the 
dominion  of  their  evil  passions,  and  punish  them  for  their 
sins,  would  there  not  be  danger  of  its  being  assumed  or 
surmised  that  he  is  bound  to  keep  his  creatur^  from  revolt- 
ing and  perishing ;  and  thence  of  impiously  inferring  that  if 
they  fall  into  sin,  the  blame  attaches  to  him  rather  than  to 
them?  If  there  were  no  actual  inflictions  of  the  penalties 
of  sin  in  the  second  death,  would  not  the  race  and  the 
universe  be  left  without  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  nature 
and  depth  of  the  ruin  from  which  they  are  rescued,  whom 
he  makes  partakers  of  his  salvation  ? 
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It  will  be  seen  also,  and  felt  with  equal  strength,  what 
the  just  deserts  of  sin  are,  and  what  the  dreadful  wickedness 
and  miseries  are,  of  which  they  are  for  ever  to  be  the  vassals 
who  apostatize  from  God,  and  seek  for  happiness  in  revolt 
from  him.  Those  who  perish  are  to  be  examples  for  ever 
to  the  universe,  of  what  creatures  become  who  are  given  up 
to  the  unrestrained  domination  of  evil,  and  everlasting 
monuments  of  th&  just  wrath  of  God ;  and  will  enable  the 
redeemed  themselves,  and  all  orders  of  intelligences,  to  see 
fipom  what  they  are  delivered  who  are  saved.  And  such  a 
sight  of  what  it  is  to  be  for  ever  lostj  is  undoubtedly  neces- 
sary in  order  to  their  feeling  an  adequate  sense  of  the  great- 
ness and  grandeur  of  the  salvation  to  which  they  are  exalted. 
Were  there  no  such  exemplification  of  what  it  is  to  meet  the 
penalties  of  sin,  their  views  would  doubtless  be  wholly 
inadequate  and  &int,  of  their  obligations  to  the  grace  that 
saves  them. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  that  these  awful  exhibitions 
of  man,  of  sin,  and  of  wrath,  have  been  carried  further 
than  the  vindication  of  God,  or  the  instruction  and  impres- 
sion of  the  universe  can  require.  That  he,  however,  has 
chosen  that  they  should  proceed  to  such  an  extent,  proves 
that  exemplifications  of  them  on  such  a  scale,  and  through 
such  a  series  of  ages,  is  indispensable  to  the  ends  that  are  to 
be  answered  by  it  The  crowds  who  perish,  great  as  they 
are,  are  yet  to  the  infinite  millions  of  the  universe  of  holy 
beings  not  only,  but  to  the  infinite  millions  that  are  finally 
to  be  redeemed,  but  as  a  drop  to  the  ocean,  but  as  a  particle 
of  mist  to  the  measureless  waters  of  the  globe.  The  period 
of  the  present  dispensation  compared  to  those  which  are  to 
follow  during  which  the  redemption  of  the  race  is  to  con- 
tinue,  is  but  as  a  moment  to  a  round  of  interminable  years. 
And  finally,  it  will  be  seen  with  the  clearest  certainty, 
and  realized  with  the  deepest  impression,  that  all  those  who 
are  redeemed,  however  distant  the  day  may  be  in  which 
they  are  called  into  existence,  and  whatever  the  dispensa- 
tion may  be  that  is  exercised  over  them,  are  saved  by  the 
sacrifice,  righteousness,  and  intercessions  of  Christ,  and  that 
all  the  glory  of  their  redemption,  all  the  beauty  of  the  holi- 
ness, wisdom,  and  blessedness  to  which  they  are  exalted,  are 
the  result  of  his  work. 
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And  these  infinite  demonstrations, — these  resistless  con- 
victions, carried  to  every  heart  in  the  holy  universe,  will 
thus  make  it  sure  that  the  work  of  redemption  at  all  ita 
future  stages,  however  remote  the  ages  on  ages  may  be,  will 
be  truly  understood  by  all  the  orders  of  beings,  and  all  indi- 
viduals who  are  spectators  of  it;  and  will,  therefore,  make 
it  consistent  with  the  safety  of  his  kingdon,  that  God  should, 
after  the  close  of  the  present  dispensation, -and  a  short  period 
after  the  termination  of  the  thousand  years  of  the  saints' 
reign  with  Christ — during  which  a  fresh  revolt  is  to  be  per- 
mitted— carry  on  the  redemption  of  the  race  through  an 
endless  series  of  generations,  without  a  further  exemplifica- 
tion of  these  truths. 

With  what  propriety  may  we  repeat  the  exclamation  to 
which  the  apostle  was  prompted  by  this  wondrous  measure  of 
divine  love : — "  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wisdom 
and  the  knowledge  of  God  I  How  unsearchable  are  his 
judgments,  and  his  ways  past  finding  out!"  That  is,  how 
infinitely  the  wisdom  of  the  measures  he  takes  to  accomplish 
at  length  the  full  redemption  of  the  race,  transcend  the 
grasp  of  our  powers  I  And  as  they  are  to  unfold  on  a  larger 
and  larger  scale  through  the  endless  ages  of  the  future,  bow 
are  thtir  wonderfulness  and  beauty  for  ever  to  Overpass  our 
comprehension  I 

These  views  of  the  administration  God  is  now  exercising, 
and  the  office  it  is  to  subserve  in  preparing  the  universe  for 
that  which  is  to  follow,  are  especially  entitled  to  considera- 
tion at  the  present  time,  when  so  many  signals  seem  to  indi- 
cate that  a  fresh  storm  of  divine  judgments,  that  belong  to 
the  last  plagues,  is  soon  to  descend  on  the  nations,  which 
antichrist  holds  as  his  vassals,  and  that  the  great  tragedy  of 
apostasy  and  of  vengeance  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close. 
They  are  the  only  views  that  furnish  a  satisfactory  solution 
of  the  past  and  of  the  present,  and  throw  the  light  of  beauty 
and  hope  over  the  future.  The  belief  ordinarily  entertained, 
that  the  earth  is  to  subsist  but  about  a  thousand  years 
longer;  that  during  that  period  there  is  to  be  no  conversion 
of  mankind  universally,  but  only  a  more  general  reception 
of  the  gospel  than  at  the  present  time ;  and  that  the  race  is 
then  to  reach  its  destined  number,  multiplication  cease,  and 
the  two  classes  of  which  it  consists,  be  assigned  to  their  final 
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awards,  is  gloomj  indeed  to  the  Christian  heart,  and  inoon- 
sistent  with  the  divine  attributes  and  purposes  as  they  are 
delineated  in  the  inspired  volume ;  as  it  implies  that  but  a 
small  share  of  the  race  are  to  be  saved,  and  that  the  great 
object  of  God's  procedure  towards  the  world  through  its 
whole  period  is,  to  display  his  justice  and  destroy,  not  to 
show  forth  his  wisdom,  power,  and  love  in  saving; — to  make 
the  destruction  of  those  who  perish  the  means  of  a  more 
comprehensive  salvation  of  others,  so  that  the  number  of 
the  lost  shall  be  but  as  a  drop  to  an  ocean,  compared  to  the 
infinite  millions  of  the  redeemed. 

These  views,  however,  which  throw  so  bright  an  irra- 
diance  over  the  interminable  future,  are  consonant  with  the 
divine  attributes ;  are  in  harmony  with  the  great  purposes 
which  God  has  revealed  of  perpetuating  the  race,  and  con- 
tinuing its  redemption  for  ever;  and  they  are  eminently 
suited  to  give  support  under  the  destructive  judgments  4hat 
are  soon  to  be  rained  upon  the  nations.  Amidst  the  dread- 
ful tempests  with  which  the  earth  is  to  be  swept,  let  us 
rejoice  and  give  glory  to  God,  that  they  are  among  the  last 
plagues  that  are  to  be  poured  from  the  vials  of  his  ven- 
geance ;  and  hail  the  dawn  of  the  great  day,  when  voices 
from  heaven  shall  proclaim  that  the  kingdom  of  this 
world  has  become  our  Lord's  and  that  he  is  to  reign 
ibr  ever  and  ever ;  and  the  song  x>f  Moses  and  the  Lamb 
shall  resound  through  the  heavens :  "  Great  and  marvellous 
are  thy  works,  Lord  God  Almighty  ;  just  and  true  are  thy 
ways,  thou  King  of  saints.  Who  shall  not  fear  thee,  O 
Lord,  and  glorify  thy  name  ?  for  thou  only  art  holy :  for  all 
nations  shall  come  and  worship  before  thee;  because  thy 
judgments  are  made  manifest" 


Art.  VIII. — The  Ethical  System  op  the  Bible. 
Discourses  on  Truth.    Delivered  in  the  Chapel  of  the 
South  Carolina  College,  by  James  H.  Thorn  well,  D.D., 
President  and  Chaplain.    New  York :  R  Carter  &  Bro- 
thers. 1855. 

This  volume,  though  treating  of  but  a  single  branch  of 
morals,  is  an  important  addition  to  our  works  on  that  sub- 
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ject.  It  is  written  with  great  simplicity,  directness,  and 
point ;  is  free  from  the  shadowy  and  delusive  speculations  in 
which  so  many  writers  indulge ;  and  presents  the  truth  with  a 
boldness  and  dignity  that  are  suitable  to  its  character;  rising 
occasionally  to  a  largeness  and  beauty  of  views  that  are 
unusually  impressive,  and  here  and  there  darting  flashes  of 
Jight  on  points  which  others  have  mystified  and  perplexed, 
that  lift  them  into  the  blaze  of  day,  and  give  the  reader  the 
feeling  that  he  is  in  the  hand  of  a  guide  who  is  leading  him 
into  the  green  pastures,  and  beside  the  still  waters  that  greet 
the  eye  and  refresh  the  heart  in  the  cloudless  realms  of 
eternal  truth. 

But  a  special  merit  of  the  work  is,  that  it  takes  the  Bible 
as  a  source  and  standard  of  ethical  principles,  and  shows  in 
respect  to  the  theme  of  which  it  treats,  on  the  one  hand, 
that  all  the  laws  of  morals  are  in  harmony  with  its  teachings ; 
and  on  the  other,  that  on  several  of  the  most  important  sub- 
jects, such  as  the  rights  of  God,  future  rewards,  the  nature 
of  holiness,  and  the  method  of  redemption,  it  gives  us 
knowledge  of  the  utmost  impprtance  which  we  could  never 
derive  in  an  adequate  measure  from  the  light  of  nature. 
Thus  he  says : — 

**  As  a  specimen  of  the  richness  and  compass  of  Scripture  raorality, 
I  shall  single  out  the  duty  of  truth.  Before  entering  on  it,  however, 
I  deem  it  not  unimportant  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  ethical 
teachings  of  the  Scriptures,  with  a  view  to  determine  what  there  is 
that  is  peculiar  to  revelation,  and  what  is  the  real  nature  and  extent 
of  our  obligations  to  the  Bible.  This  will  lead  us  to  a  just  estimate 
of  secular  morality,  and  perhaps  impress  us  with  a  deeper  sense  of 
the  priceless  value  of  the  gospel.  It  is  precisely  because  they  do  not 
comprehend  the  ethical  relations  of  Chri6tianity,  that  many  of  the 
educated  men  of  the  country  undervalue  its  importance.  If  asked 
what  it  is,  and  what  it  proposes  to  do  for  men,  and  what  kind  of 
offices  it  exacts  from  them,  it  is  amazing  how  crude  and  ill-digested 
their  notions  would  oftentimes  appear  to  be." — ^Pp.  14, 16. 

And  he  proceeds  to  specify  some  of  these  peculiarities : — 

"1.  So  far  as  the  simple  knowledge  of  duty  is  concerned,  we  may 
err,  on  the  one  hand,  by  exaggerating  the  necessity  of  revela- 
tion, and  on  the  other  by  exaggerating  the  sufficiency  of  reason. 
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There  can  be  do  doubt  that  morality  is  a  subject  which  falls  within 
the  province  of  natural  light  To  say  that  we  are  dependent  ou  the 
word  and  oracle  of  God,  *  not  only  in  those  points  of  faith  which  con- 
cern the  great  mysteries  of  the  deity,  of  the  creation,  of  the  redemp- 
tion, but  likewise  those  which  concern  (he  law  moral  truly  interpreted ; 
to  say  that  we  can  have  from  the  dictates  of  conscience  only  nega- 
tive conceptions  of  rectitude,  sufficient  to  check  ihe  vices  but  not  to 
inform  the  duty,'  is  to  contradict  alike  the  testimony  of  Scrip- 
ture, and  the  experience  of  mankind.  '  For  [one  of  the  ethical  truths 
which  the  Bible  teaches  is,  that]  when  the  Gentiles  which  have  not 
the  law,  do  by  nature  the  things  contained  in  the  law,  these  having 
not  the  law,  are  a  law  unto  themselves.*  A  being  without  the  sense 
of  obligation,  and  a  spontaneous  recognition  of  the  fundamental  dif- 
ferences of  right  and  wrong,  would  not  be  responsible.  He  could 
not  form  the  remotest  notion  of  duty,  and  the  language  of  the 
authority  and  law  might  as  well  be  addressed  to  stocks  and  stones. 
The  elemental  principles  of  right  which  are  involved  in  the  very  con- 
ception of  a  moral  nature,  must  be  conceded  to  man  as  man.  They 
are  the  birthrights  of  his  being,  and  not  the  legacy  of  a  subsequent 
revelation.  An  intelligent  creature,  without  primitive  belief  to  deter- 
mine and  regulate  the  operations  of  the  cognitive  faculties,  would  be 
no  greater  absurdity,  than  a  moral  and  responsible  creature  without 
primitive  laws  of  right,  to  determine  and  regulate  the  operations  of 
moral  judgment  But  it  is  equally  an  error  to  maintain  that,  because 
the  Scriptures  pre-suppose  the  moral  constitution  of  man,  they  are  of 
little  or  no  importance,  considered  as  a  rule  of  life.  It  is  one  thing 
to  say  that  reason  is  a  law,  and  another  to  say  that  it  is  a  perfect 
law.  In  our  present  fallen  condition,  it  is  impossible  to  excogitate  a 
standard  of  duty,  which  shall  be  warped  by  none  of  our  prejudices, 
distorted  by  none  of  our  passions,  and  corrupted  by  none  of  our 
habits.  We  are  liable  to  as  great  perversions  of  the  original  princi- 
ple of  right  as  of  the  original  principles  of  truth.  The  elements  of 
reason  have  no  power  to  secure  their  just  application.  There  never 
has  appeared  an  absolutely  perfect  rule  of  duty,  among  any  nationsi 
however  civilized  and  cultivated,  that  were  destitute  of  revelation.  It 
is  only  of  the  law  of  the  Lord,  as  contained  in  the  Scriptures,  that 
we  can  justly  say,  it  is  perfect  There  are  two  respects  in  which 
every  natural  system  of  morality  is  likely  to  be  found  wanting.  In 
the  first  place,  the  difficulty  of  reproducing  in  reflection  the  spon- 
taneous processes  of  conscience,  and  of  seizing  upon  its  fundamental 
laws  in  their  integrity  and  completeness,  render  it  next  to  impossible, 
that  the  verbal  generalizations  of  philosophy  shall  exactly  represent . 
the  operations  of  the  mind.  Something  is  apt  to  be  omitted  or  added. 
The  danger  is  enhanced  by  the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  betwixt 
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prejudices  of  education  and  natural  principles ;  it  is  easy  to  confound 
a  crotchet  with  a  principle,  to  make  a  maxim  of  a  habit  of  thought 
In  the  next  place,  the  application  of  thes^  fundamental  laws,  sup- 
posing them  properly  eliminated,  to  the  concrete  cases  of  life, 
requires  great  delicacy  and  caution.  We  are  as  likely  to  go  wrong, 
from  misapplying  a  true  principle,  as  from  adopting  a  false  one.  The 
heathen  father  admits  the  great  law  of  parental  affection ;  he  mis- 
applies it  when  he  mui^^ers  his  infant  child,  to  save  him  from  the 
miseries  of  life.  The  heathen  son  recognises  the  duty  of  filial  piety ; 
he  reasons  badly  upon  it  when  he  puts  his  aged  parents  to  death. 
Here  our  depravity  exerts  its  power ;  it  is  a  constant  temptation  to 
pervert  the  original  principle  of  right,  and  make  light  darkness,  and 
darkness  light  It  is  here,  too,  that  the  principal  defects  of  every 
natural  scheme  of  morality  are  exhibited.  True  principles  are  falsely 
applied.  It  is  not  so  much  that  the  law  is  wrong,  that  the  prime 
data  are  questionable,  though  they  are  often  defective,  as  that  the 
law  is  not  legitimately  carried  out,  its  proper  applications  are  not 
seen,  limitations  and  exceptions  are  superinduced  by  our  circumstan- 
ces, and  we  envelop  ourselves  in  a  cloud,  and  the  result  is,  that  a 
deceived  heart  turns  us  aside.  The  Scriptures,  as  an  authoritative 
rule  of  duty,  guard  against  these  defects.  They  prescribe  the  law  in 
its  fulness  and  integrity,  they  illustrate  its  application  by  description 
and  example,  they  indicate  the  prejudices  which  are  likely  to  pervert 
us,  and  signalize  the  spirit  which  will  always  insure  obedience.  By 
the  infallibility  of  their  results,  they  are  of  inestimable  value  to  the 
moral  philosopher  himself.  Where  his  speculations  contradict  their 
statements  he  knows  that  there  is  an  error  in  his  processes;  he 
retraces  his  steps  and  continues  to  renew  his  investigations,  until  he 
discovers  the  secret  of  his  miscarriage.  They  serve  the  same  purpose 
to  him  which  the  answer  to  its  sum  serves  to  the  child  in  learning 
his  arithmetic.  They  are  at  once  a  guide  and  a  check  to  his  specu- 
lations. Paley  has  depreciated  the  sufficiency  of  the  Scriptures  as  a 
rule,  from  the  absurd  notion  that  if  they  were  admitted  to  be  com- 
plete, they  would  dispense  with  the  use  of  moral  philosophy.  He 
took  it  for  granted  that  the  sole  business  of  philosophy  was  to  furnish 
rules ;  and  of  course  if  they  are  al  eady  furnished  to  our  hands,  there 
is  no  need  for  its  investigations.  He  has  very  singularly  cohfounded 
moral  philosophy  with  the  moral  constitution  of  man,  and  because 
the  Scriptures  '  presuppose  in  the  persons  to  whom  they  speak,  a 
knowledge  of  the  principles  of  natural  justice  ;^  that  is,  because  they 
presuppose  a  conscience,  or  sense  of  the  fundamental  differences  of 
right  and  wrong,  he  gravely  concludes  that  they  exact  of  men^  in 
order  to  be  understood,  some  tincture  of  philosophy.  But  it  is  one 
thing  to  be  a  moral  agent,  and  quite  another  to  be  a  moral  philoeo- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


670  The  Ethical  System  of  the  Bible.  [April, 

• 
pher.  The  ScriptureB  certainly  expect  that  these  to  whom  they 
speak,  are  possessed  of  those  principles  of  practical  common  sensoi 
without  which  their  instructions  are  utterly  unmeaning  and  absurd. 
But  to  possess  these  principles  is  not  to  be  a  philosopher.  Philoso- 
phy implies  reflection,  speculation — it  is  questioning  ihe  spontaneous 
processes  of  mind — thought  returning  upon  itself^  and  seeking  the 
nature,  authority,  and  criterion  of  its  own  laws.  The  ScriptureB, 
consequently,  in  presenting  an  adequate  and  perfect  rule  of  life,  are 
£Eur  from  dispensing  with  speculation.  They  leave  untouched  its 
peculiar  work.  The  moral  nature,  in  its  phenomenal  variety  and 
essential  unity,  still  invites  the  researches  of  the  curious,  and  the 
more  it  is  studied,  the  more  conspicuous  will  appear  the  absolute 
sufficiency  of  the  Bible.    The  law  of  the  Lord  is  p^ect 

**  2.  The  superior  efficiency  of  the  Bible  is  universally  conceded  by 
all  who  admit  a  revelation  at  all.    It  teaches  duty  with  greater  cer- 
tainty, and  enforces  it  by  motives  of  greater  power.    Dr.  Paley  thinks 
this  the  great  merit  of  the  Scriptures ;  and  that  it  is  a  merit  of 
incalculable  importance  will  at  once  appear,  by  reflecting  on  the  ten- 
dency of  temptation  to  blind  the  mind  to  the  truth  of  the  law,  or  the 
danger  of  the  consequences.    Whatever  certifies  the  rule,  or  illustrates 
the  misery  of  disobedience,  assaults  temptation  in  its  stronghold,  and 
strips  transgression  of  its  fevorite  plea.    The  certainty  of  the  law  is 
put  beyond  question  in  the  Scriptures,  because  it  rests  upon  the 
immediate  authority  of  God.    It  is  not  a  deduction  of  reason  to  be 
questioned,  but  a  divine  command  to  be  obeyed.    The  power  of  the 
sanctions  is  fopnd  in  the  unlimited  control  which  he  who  promulgates 
the  law,  possesses  of  the  invisible  world.     The  legal  motives  of  the 
Scriptures  are  projected  on  a  scale  of  inc<Hioeivable  grandeur.    The 
Bible  deals  with  Uie  vast,  the  awful,  the  boundless.    If  it  addresses 
our  hopes  and  proposes  the  prospect  of  future  happiness,  it  is  an  ex* 
ceeding,  an  eternal  weight  of  glory  it  dispenses.    Does  it  remind  as 
of  a  judgment  to  come  ?    God  is  the  judge,  and  earth  and  hell  the 
subjects,  angels  the  spectators,  and  the  complexion  of  eternity  the 
doom.    Does  it  address  our  feaiv?    It  reminds  us  of  a  worm  that 
never  dies,  a  fire  that  is  never  quenched,  the  blackness  of  darkness 
for  ever.     It  is  a  grand  system :  it  springs  from  the  bosom  of  an  in- 
finite God,  and  opens  a  field  of  infinite  interests.    Eternity  is  the 
emphasis  it  gives  to  its  promises,  the  terror  it  imparts  to  its  cure. 
Conscience,  under  the  tuition  of  nature,  may  dread  the  future ;  it  is 
the  prerogative  of  revelation  alone  to  lay  it  bare.    Conscience  may 
tremble,  but  revelation  alone  can  show  how  justiy  the  fears  have  been 
excited.    Hence  the  Bible  is  without  a  rival,  when  it  speaks  in  the 
language  of  command.    It  wields  the  thunder  of  infinite  power,  as 
well  as  utters- the  voice  of  infinite  righteousness.    Still  its  mightiea  t 
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BBDcdons  are  not  what  may  be  oalled  its  legal  motiyes.  The  scheme 
of  redemption,  in  its  conception  and  evolution^  is  a  sublime  com- 
mentary upon  the  soundness  and  supremacy  of  right,  which,  while  it 
reveals  the  ineffable  enormity  of  sin,  presents  the  character  of  God  in 
such  an  aspect  of  venerable  grandeur,  that  holiness  becomes  awful 
and  majestic,  and  we  insensibly  adore  under  the  moral  impression  it 
makes.  He  that  stands  beneath  the  cross  and  understands  the 
scene,  dares  not  sin — ^not  because  there  is  a  hell  beneath  him,  or  an 
angry  God  above  him,  but  because  holiness  is  felt  to  reign  there ; — 
the  ground  on  which  he  treads  is  sacred;  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
encircles  him ;  and,  like  Moses,  he  must  remove  the  shoes  from  his 
feet  The  cross  is  a  venerable  spot ;  I  love  to  linger  around  it,  not 
merely  that  I  may  read  my  title  to  everlasting  life,  but  that  I  may 
study  the  greatness  of  God.  God  never  appears  to  be  so  truly  great, 
so  intensely  holy,  as  when,  from  the  pure  energy  of  principle,  he  gives 
himself  in  the  person  of  his  Son,  to  die  rather  Uian  that  his  character 
should  be  impugned.  Who  dares  to  prevaricate  with  moral  distinc- 
tions, and  talk  of  death  as  a  greater  evil  than  dishonour,  when  God 
the  mighty  Maker  died,  rather  than  that  truth  or  justice  should  be 
compromised  f  Who  at  the  foot  of  Calvary  can  pronounce  sin  to  be 
a  slight  matter  f  Here,  then,  lies  the  most  impressive  sanction  of 
Revelation.  Not  content  to  promulgate  the  law  with  absolute  certainty, 
to  put  under  tribute  the  whole  resources  of  the  invisible  world,  to  lay 
its  hand  upon  eternity,  and  make  heaven  and  hell  its  ministers ;  it 
rises  yet  higher,  and  seeks  to  impress  us  with  a  subduing  sense  of  the 
sacredness  of  right — to  make  us  feel  how  awful  goodness  is ;  it 
reveals  its  inherent  greatness — unveils  its  ineffable  glory.  It  does 
not  describe  it,  but  shows  it;  and  we  return  from  the  cross  with 
emotions  similar  to  those  of  Moses,  when  the  name  of  the  Lord 
was  proclaimed,  and  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  passed  before  him  in 
the  cleft  of  the  rock.  It  is  the  scheme  of  redemption  which  crowns 
the  ethical  teachings  of  the  Bible.  The  lesson  is  sealed  at  the  cross 
— ^there,  and  there  only,  do  we  shudder  at  sin  for  its  own  sake,  and 
reverence  right  for  itself. 

'*3.  But  impressive  as  the  general  truths  of  morality  are  rendered, 
by  the  tragedy  of  redemption,  that  would  be  an  inadequate  view  of 
the  extent  of  its  contributions  which  stopped  at  that  point  It  goes 
beyond  giving  certainty  and  power  to  the  doctrines  of  nature.  It 
teaches  lessons,  and  lessons  of  incalculable  value,  which  philosophy 
could  never  have  dreamed  of.  It  opens  a  new  chapter  in  the  book  of 
ethics,  and  invites  us  to  speculations  as  refreshing  by  their  novelty  as 
they  are  invigorating  by  their  truth.  It  is  not  sufficiently  recollected 
that  the  doctrines  of  the  Scriptures  in  relation  to  the  destiny  of  man, 
the  nature  of  holiness,  and  the  means  of  grace,  are  answers  to  the 
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very  questioDS  ivbich  were  earnestly  and  anxiously  agitated  in  the 
Bchools  of  ancient*  wisdom,  and  which  the  sages  of  Greece  and  Rome 
proved  themselres  incompetent  to  solve.  I  am  ashamed  to  add*that 
they  are  answers  which  multitudes  with  the  Bible  in  their  hands  have 
foiled  to  comprehend,  and  have  consequently  been  left  to  grope,  as  if 
struck  by  judicial  blindness,  in  a  thicker  darkness  than  ever  en- 
shrouded the  gifted  minds  of  paganism.  There  is  a  tenfold  nearer 
approximation  to  the  teachings  of  the  Bible  in  Aristotle  than  there  is 
in  Paley — more  affinity  with  the  gospel  in  Cicero,  than  in  the  whole, 
tribe  of  utilitarians."— Pp.  16-27. 

He  proceeds  to  exemplify  this  in  respect  to  the  teachings 
of  the  Scriptures  in  regard  to  what  constitutes  true  happi- 
ness, the  nature  of  holiness,  and  the  means  by  which  men 
are  to  attain  the  end  of  their  being ;  and  then  treats,  in  the 
remainder  of  the  volume,  of  truth,  the  love  of  it,  and  the 
various  forms  of  sincerity,  faithfulness,  vows,  and  consistency, 
in  whigh  that  love  manifests  itself. 

He  thus  places  his  subject  on  quite  a  different  ground 
from  that  on  which  it  is  usually  exhibited,  and  assigns  it  a 
far  wider  scope.  The  chief  writers  on  ethics  do  not  recognise 
the  Bible  as  a  source  of  knowledge  on  some  of  its  most 
important  branches  that  cannot  be  drawn  from  the  light  of 
nature,  and  scarcely  regard  it  as  of  authority.  Their  great 
objects  are,  first,  to  determine  what  the  foundation  of  virtue 
is — ^that  is,  what  the  dementis  by  which  actions  are  virtuous, 
and  obligatory  on  the  conscience ;  and  next  what  the  par- 
ticular actions  are  which  embody  that  element,  and  which  it 
is  a  duty  therefore  to  exercise.  Some  hold  that  that  element 
is  utility,  some  that  it  is  benevolence,  some  that  it  is  the  fact 
that  conscience  approves  of  them,  some  that  actions  are 
prompted  by  instinct  or  natural  emotions,  and  some  that 
they  are  conformed  to  public  opinion  and  custom.  God  is 
accordingly  left  almost  altogether  out  of  consideration  in 
their  systems,  not  only  as  an  object  of  ethical  feeling  and 
action,  but  as  a  lawgiver  and  teacher;  and  the  subject  is 
treated  as  though  it  had  no  relation  except  to  man,  and 
instead  of  lying  in  any  nieasure  within  the  sphere  of  revela- 
tion, as  belonging  wholly  to  the  domain  of  natural  reason ; 
consequently  many  of  their  systems  are  alike  subversive  of 
religion  and  morality.  The  error  of  this  method  is  manifost 
from  many  considerations. 
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1.  It  is  seen  from  the  fact  that  God  is  himself  immeasur- 
ably the  greatest  and  most  immediate  object  of  ethical  action. 
He  is  not  only  the  being  to  whom  awe,  love,  trust,  adora- 
tion, submission,  and  obedience  in  all  its  forms  are  directly 
due,  but  as  men  are  responsible  to  him  for  all  their  conduct 
towards  fellow-creatures,  there  is  not  a  single  moral  act 
which  they  exert  towards  one  another  that  has  not  an  imme- 
diate relation  to  him,  and  the  just  comprehension  of  which, 
therefore,  does  not  require  a  knowledge  and  recognition  of 
him,  his  rights,  and  his  will.    For  his  moral  subjects  being 
his  property,  and  designed  for  his  service,  the  violation  of 
their  rights  is  the  violation  of  his,  and  the  observance  of 
their  rights  the  observance  of  his.     And  as  his  rights  immea- 
surably transcend  theirs,  and  are  proportional  in  greatness 
to  the  infinitude  of  his  attributes,  and  the  vastness  of  the  in- 
terests that  depend  on  the  maintenance  of  his  government,  a 
knowledge  of  his  being  and  relations  is  necessary  to  a  just 
understanding  of  the  obligations  of  virtue,  and  the  guilt  of 
transgressing  its  laws.   He  who,  knowiitg  nothing  of  Jehb vah, 
commits  murder  under  the  impression  that  he  sins  only 
against  a  fellow-creature,  sees  but  a  small  part  of  the  crime 
which  he  perpetrates.    He  measures  his  guilt  by  the  insig- 
nificance of  the  worm  whose  life  he  destroys,  instead  of  the 
majesty  of  the  being  who  created  and  owns  that  worm,  and 
has  the  rights  of  its  creator,  as  well  as  its  conservator  and 
vindicator.    This  interest  of  God  in  all  the  moral  acts  of  his 
creatures  invests  the  laws  of  morality  with  their  highest 
significance,  and  makes  a  knowledge  of  him  indispensable  to 
a  true  estimate  of  them.    But  this  knowledge  is  derivable 
only  firom  the  Scriptures.    He  has  nowhere  else  revealed 
himself  in  his  relations  to  man,  asserted  his  rights  as  creator 
and  moral  governor,  and  shown  how  they  enhance  the  obli- 
gations of  morality.    But  there  he  exhibits  himself  as  the 
creator  and  ruler  of  his  moral  subjects,  as  the  author  of  the 
laws  of  morality,  as  having  the  right  to  enforce  them,  as  re- 
garding every  violation  of  them  ad  a  sin  against  himself 
and  as  designing  to  reward  both  the  observance  and  the 
violation  of  them  by  everlasting  retributions.    They  accord- 
ingly who  leave  out  of  view  this  great  feature  of  man's  moral 
obligations,  gain  not  a  glimpse  of  their  true  nature. 
2.  As  God  is  the  author  of  his  moral  creatures  and  their  re- 
VOL.  VII.— NO  IV.  48 


Digitized  by 


Google 


671  The  Ethical  System  of  the  Bible.  [April, 

lations,  and  determines  the  conditions  in  which  they  are  called 
to  act,  he  has  a  perfect  knowledge  of  what  their  moral  duties 
are,  and  of  their  obligations  to  fulfil  them.  It  is  certain, 
therefore,  that  no  error  is  committed  by  him  in  the  views  he 
gives  of  their  moral  constitution,  the  nature  of  the  acts  they 
are  bound  to  exert,  or  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  course 
they  pivsue.  No  false  theory  of  their  nature  lurks  in  his 
laws ;  no  mistaken  estimate  of  their  capacities,  nor  misjudg- 
ment  of  the  effect  of  violent  temptation  on  their  obligation  to 
resist  it ;  and  no  erroneous  views  of  the  consequences  which 
obedience  and  rebellion  draw  in  their  train.  Every  claim 
he  institutes,  every  assertion  he  makes  of  a  right,  is  in  con- 
formity with  his  and  their  natures  and  relations.  Every  tint 
he  employs  in  depicting  the  character  of  virtue,  every  hue 
he  uses  in  delineating  the  sinfulness  of  vice,  is  according  to 
truth,  and  exhibits  them  in  their  genuine  colors.  Who  that 
would  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  true  principles  of 
ethics,  would  not  avail  himself  of  the  portraiture  drawn  by 
this  infallible  pencil  ?  To  reject  it,  and  turn  rather  to  the 
distorted  sketches  of  our  dim  and  flickering  reason,  is  to  pre- 
fer uncertainty  to  knowledge,  error  to  truth,  the  darkness 
and  turbulence  of  sin  to  the  serene  light  and  peace  of  virtue. 
Yet  these  delineations  of  man  and  his  duties  by  the  all-seeing 
and  all-wise,  most  of  the  speculatists  on  the  subject  of  morals 
have  wholly  overlooked.  They  have  preferred  to  grope  in 
the  darkness  of  midnight,  rather  than  bask  in  the  light  of 
day :  they  have  chosen  the  blindness  of  reason  and  passion 
as  their  guide,  instead  of  his  wisdom;  and  have  misjudged 
accordingly  in  the  grossest  manner  of  man  and  his  duties ; 
sometimes  exalting  him  to  the  dignity  of  a  deity,  and  some- 
times depressing  him  to  the  level  of  the  brutes ;  sometimes 
degrading  his  virtues  to  the  rank  of  vices ;  and  still  more 
frequently  treating  his  vices  as  virtues,  and  consecrating  his 
pride,  his  selfishness,  and  his  ambition,  as  offerings  of  homage 
to  God. 

8.  But  God  is  as  infinite  in  holiness  as  he  is  in  intelli- 
gence ;  and  his  love  of  righteousness  and  hatred  of  sin  are 
as  perfect  as  his  comprehension  is  of  their  nature ;  and  these 
characteristics  mark  all  the  representations  he  gives  of  the 
beauty  of  the  one,  and  the  evil  of  the  other.  He  sets  them 
forth  in  colors  with  which  no  other  being  can  invest  them, 
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in  the  approval  or  disapprobation  he  expresses  of  them,  and 
the  blessing  or  curse  he  makes  their  eternal  reward.  To 
virtue  he  gives  the  sanction  of  his  rectitude ;  he  honors  it 
with  his  love ;  while  in  the  reprobation  and  punishment  of 
sin,  he  utters  against  it  the  most  emphatic  testimony  he  can 
pronounce.  And  these  proofs  of  their  respective  natures 
are  immeasurably  stronger  and  more  impressive  than  can  be 
derived  from  any  other  source.  No  other  token  of  the 
excellence  of  virtue  can  be  so  majestic,  as  that  infinite  right- 
eousness and  goodness  love  it :  no  other  can  be  so  awful  of 
the  evil  of  sin,  as  that  infinite  purity  and  rectitude  hate  and 
punish  it  with  endless  wrath.  Who  that  earnestly  seeks  for 
just  views  of  their  natures,  would  not  contemplate  the  mani- 
festation he  thus  makes  of  them  with  the  profoundest  awe  and 
admirati9n,  and  welcome  to  his  heart  the  impressions  they  are 
adapted  to  produce?  To  turn  away  from  the  dazzling  light 
in  which  he  thus  sets  them  forth,  to  the  feeble  glim- 
mer of  reason,  to  the  faint  and  often  contradictious  testi- 
mony of  men,  is  to  prefer  the  weakness  and  confusion  of 
man  to  the  strength  and  wisdom  of  God  ;  the  darkness  and 
hideousness  of  sin,  to  the  glow  and  beauty  of  holiness. 

4.  But  God  has  framed  and  established  his  government 
over  men  in  the  presence  of  enemies  as  well  as  of  his  holy 
children,  and  allows  and  causes  all  its  principles  and  laws  to 
be  subjected  to  a  scrutiny,  that  if  there  were  the  slightest 
deviation  in  them  from  right,  the  least  defect  in  truthfulness, 
wisdom,  or  benignity,  it  would  be  discovered,  and  divest 
him  for  ever  of  the  confidence  of  his  holy  creatures,  and 
shroud  him  and  his  kingdom-  in  eternal  darkness.  The 
fallen  angels  and  men  are  under  the  greatest  possible  motive 
to  detect  some  flaw,  if  possible,  in  his  government,  that 
could  convict  him  of  injustice,  release  them  from  alle- 
giance, and  convert  their  rebellion  into  a  virtue.  Could  the 
towering  genius  of  Satan  discover  one  such  defect,  it  would 
set  him  free  in  a  great  degree  from  his  guilt,  and  subvert 
the  throne  of  the  Almighty.  Thousands  of  gifted  men  also 
have  scanned,  and  are  still  scanning,  the  measures  of  his 
government  with  the  most  eager  desire  to  find  in  them  some 
ground  for  impeaching  his  wisdom,  his  justice,  or  his  bene- 
volence ;  and  could  they  succeed,  would  regard  it  as  an 
apology  for  their  rebellion.    His  administration  is  subjected 
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to  the  most  eager  soratiny  also,  we  have  reason  to  believe, 
bj  all  other  orders  of  intelligent  beings.  The  question 
whether  his  government  of  this  fisdlen  world  is  perfectly 
righteous,  perfectly  wise,  and  perfectly  benevolent,  is  pro- 
bably the  greatest  that  has  ever  been  agitated  by  the  holy 
universe,  and  engaged  their  most  earnest  consideration. 
Are  his  rights  over  men  in  their  &llen  state  truly  such  as 
he  assumes  in  his  laws  and  the  penalties  he  inflicts  for  their 
transgressions  7  Are  men  in  that  condition  under  obligation  to 
render  the  perfect  obedience  he  requires  7  Does  he  treat  sin 
and  sinners  according  to  their  true  character  in  the  method 
he  has  instituted  for  their  pardon  7  Is  there  no  relinquish- 
ment of  his  rights ;  is  there  no  relaxation  of  his  law  in  for- 
giving and  accepting  sinners  7  Are  all  those  who  perish 
treated  according  to  their  true  character  and  deserts  7  Are 
all  those  who  are  pardoned  and  admitted  to  heaven,  truly 
freed  from  sin,  and  made  meet  by  the  renovation  of  their 
hearts  for  his  kingdom  7  Is  the  work  of  Christ  an  adequate 
ground  for  the  redemption  that  is  founded  on  it  7  Are 
justice  and  mercy  truly  harmonized  in  it ;  and  righteousness 
and  peace  made  to  unite  with  each  other  7  Instead  of 
^ipsing,  are  all  the  divine  perfections  unfolded  in  it  in  a 
brighter  effulgence  7  These  are  the  most  momentous  inqui- 
ries that  ever  engaged  the  interest  of  intelligent  beings ;  and 
have  undoubtedly  been  contemplated  and  weighed  with 
the  profoundest  attention  by  every  order  of  holy  creatures 
in  God's  empire.  And  this  piercing  scrutiny  continued  fix>m 
age  to  age,  and  ever  to  result,  as  it  has  hitherto,  in  the  vin- 
dication of  God,  renders  it  infinitely  certain  that  there  is 
nothing  in  Gtxl's  providence  but  what  will  bear  the  most 
thorough  investigation,  and  prove  to  be  perfect.  His  wisdom 
has  guarded  against  every  just  or  plausible  ground  of  im- 
peachment or  suspicion.  Every  principle  of  his  government, 
every  law,  every  measure,  is  stamped  with  perfect  righteous- 
ness, wisdom,  and  goodness.  Every  delineation  he  has 
given  of  sin,  every  portraiture  he  has  drawn  of  holiness,  is 
in  exact  accordance  with  their  nature.  Those  who  perish 
are  in  nature  and  character  predsely  what  he  exhibits  th(im 
as  being :  and  those  who  are  saved,  have  precisely  the  nw 
affections  ascribed  to  them  in  his  word,  and  are  forgiven  qpi 
tlM  ground  on  which  that  places  their  pardon*    ^And  Go4f 
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accordingly,  is  to  make  known  to  the  universe  in  a  public 
judgment,  the  nature  of  his  procedure,  and  its  accordance 
with  the  conduct  of  men,  that  the  whole  of  his  holy  subjects 
may  have  the  most  ample  and  absolute  proof  of  his  unspot- 
ted rectitude.  That  his  ways  are  to  be  subject  to  such  a 
scrutiny  constitutes  accordingly  another  proof  that  they  are 
marked  by  unsullied  purity,  by  perfect  benevolence.  A 
being  of  infinite  intelligence  and  wisdom,  and  on  whose  pro- 
cedure the  well-being  of  the  universe  depends,  could  not 
possibly  admit  any  principle  or  act  into  his  government  that 
could  contradict  his  attributes,  shroud  his  character  in 
eclipse,  and  involve  the  destruction  of  his  kingdom.  What 
a  sublime  assurance  this  consideration  gives  of  the  perfection 
of  his  administration ! 

5.  The  truth  and  righteousness  of  God's  laws  are  confirmed 
by  the  sanction  they  receive  from  the  reason  and  consciences 
of  men.  Their  uprightness  is  felt  by  all  men  who  are 
acquainted  with  them,  just  in  proportion  as  they  understand 
their  nature :  not  an  individual  who  has  £urly  considered 
them,  has  ever  been  able  honestly  to  escape  the  conviction 
that  they  are  just^  wise,  and  obligatory.  The  only  mode  in 
which  men  extricate  themselves  from  the  feeling  of  their 
rightfulness  and  title  to  obedience  is,  by  dismissing  them 
from  consideration,  warping  their  judgment  by  sophistry, 
stifling  the  voice  of  conscience  in  a  flood  of  sinful  indul- 
gences, or  suffering  it  to  be  overpowered  by  the  clamors  of 
the  noisy  and  bewildering  crowd.  They  are  the  instruments 
of  all  the  compunctions  of  conscience  that  take  place  in  our 
world:  their  truth  and  holiness  are  recognised  in  all  the 
eonvictions  of  sin  that  are  felt  by  men  in  their  natural  state, 
and  all  the  thoughts  and  impressions  that  arouse  them  to  a 
sense  of  their  obligations  and  danger :  and  G-od  has  only  to 
shed  forth  the  enlightening  and  subduing  power  of  his 
Spirit,  and  there  is  not  a  heart  on  earth,  no  matter  how 
callous  or  perverse,  that  will  not  instantly  be  penetrated 
with  a  resistless  conviction  of  their  perfect  righteousness,  and 
sink  overwhelmed  with  the  feeling  that  its  guilt  in  violating 
them  is  precisely  such  as  God  represents  it 

What  a  confirmation  this  fact  yields  to  their  perfect  recti- 
tude ?  When  God  arraigns  the  race  at  his  bar,  and  makes 
known  the  character  of  his  proceedings  with  them,  not  an 
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iDdividual  will  be  found  even  among  his  most  audacious 
and  remorseless  enemies,  who  will  be  able  to  impeach  him 
of  the  faintest  injustice  either  in  his  laws,  his  administration 
of  them  over  men  during  their  probation,  or  the  retributions 
he  assigns  those  who  obey  and  who  break  them  through  an 
immortal  existence.  ^*  At  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee 
shall  bow,  of  those  in  heaven,  and  those  on  earth,  and  thoae 
under  the  earth,  and  every  tongue  shall  confess  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father," 

6.  And  finally,  their  rectitude  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
all  who  are  renewed  in  knowledge  and  righteousness  by  the 
Spirit  of  God,  recognise  their  truth  and  righteousness,  and 
receive  them  as  the  exponent,  at  once,  of  his  rights  and  of 
their  duty.  All  their  recognitions  of  his  rights ;  all  their 
convictions  of  sin ;  all  their  submission  to  his  government ; 
all  their  adoration  of  his  perfections ;  all  their  sense  of  his 
grace  in  the  work  of  redemption;  all  their  trust  in  his 
promises ;  all  their  delight  in  his  service ;  and  all  their  joy 
at  the  prospect  of  everlasting  blessedness  in  his  kingdom, 
are  based  on  their  sight  and  sense  of  the  perfect  rectitude  of 
his  requirements  and  prohibitions, -.the  rewards  and  the 
penalties  that  constitute  his  moral  government  And  that 
will  lie  at  the  foundation  of  all  their  obedience  and  all  their 
bliss  through  their  immortal  existence.  Not  a  holy  emotion 
will  ever  spring  into  existence  in  their  spirits ;  not  a  pulse 
of  love  will  ever  throb  ;n  their  hearts ;  not  an  accent  of 
adoration  will  ever  burst  from  their  lips,  but  it  will  have  as  its 
ground,  the  unclouded  and  rapturous  realization  that  justice 
and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of  his  throne ;  that  the  daz- 
zling splendors  of  holiness  invest  all  his  measures  and 
ways. 

But  we  not  only  have  the  utmost  certainty  that  the  laws 
of  the  Bible  are  absolutely  perfect,  expressing  the  truth  in 
its  greatness  and  minuteness,  both  of  God's  rights  and  man's 
obligations;  the  sacred  volume  presents  also  a  far  fuller 
statement  and  exemplification  of  those  rights  and  duties,  a 
far  vaster  sum  of  information  respecting  them  than  is  to 
be  found  in  any  other  quarter,  whether  it  be  conscience, 
human  laws,  the  speculations  of  reason,  or  the  history  of 
men. 

In  the  first  place,  the  volume  of  revelation  presents  a 
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clear  and  compreheDsive  statement  and  assertion  of  the 
rights  of  God  as  creator,  preserver,  benefactor,  and  moral 
governor  over  men.  It  specifies  the  affections  with  which 
he  is  to  be  regarded,  and  the  modes  in  which  they  are  to  be 
expressed,  and  points  out  and  prohibits  the  affections  and 
acts  that  are  violations  of  his  rights.  It  makes  known  the 
great  principles  and  ends  of  his  moral  government,  indi- 
cates the  way  in  which  men  are  to  secure  his  favor,  and 
foreshows  the  consequences  he  is  to  annex  to  their  conduct 
towards  him.  No  knowledge  of  these  great  subjects 
approaching  at  all  that  which  the  Bible  presents,  can  be 
drawn  from  any  other  source. 

In  the  next  place,  it  presents  a  like  perfect  exposition  of 
man's  nature  and  obligations  to  God,  and  points  out  all  the 
duties  he  owes  him,  and  the  rewards  of  good  or  evil  that 
will  attend  his  conduct  in  relation  to  him.  Every  form  of 
affection  is  specified  and  enjoined  which  it  becomes  him  to 
cherish  towards  God,  and  the  modes  in  which  they  are  to  be 
expressed ;  and  every  feeling  and  act  is  prohibited  that  is 
inconsistent  with  his  relations  and  a  violation  of  the  divine 
rights.  No  such  ample  information  can  be  drawn  from  any 
other  source. 

In  the  third  place,  there  is  a  perfect  specification,  also,  of 
all  the  duties  which  mankind  owe  to  each  other,  in  their 
several  relations,  as  husbands,  wives,  parents,  and  children, 
brothers  and  sisters,  or  other  relations,  masters  and  servants, 
neighbors,  members  of  the  same  community,  magistrates  and 
citizens,  subjects  of  the  same  and  of  another  government.  It 
indicates  the  spirit  by  which  they  are  to  be  actuated  in  every 
sphere  of  life,  and  specifies  the  duties  that  are  appropriate  to 
every  condition  in  which  they  are  placed;  while, on  the 
other  hand,  it  presents  an  equally  vast  and  perfect  enumera- 
tion of  the  affections  and  actions  that  are  violations  of  those 
rights  and  laws.  The  attempt  to  construct  a  system  of  ethics 
independently  of  it,  is  little  less  absurd  than  it  were  to  form 
one  without  a  reference  to  man.  Had  the  writers  who  have 
treated  of  the  theme  taken  it  as  their  guide  and  submitted 
themselves  to  its  teachings,  they  would  have  been  withheld 
from  the  crude  and  contradictious  speculations,  they  would 
have  escaped  the  fatal  errors  that  now  characterize  a  large 
share  of  their  works. 
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Id  the  fourth  place,  it  gives  in  its  histories  of  the  conduct 
of  men,  and  of  the  actings  of  their  consciences  in  respect  to 
these  laws,  a  vast  enumeration,  on  the  one  hand,  of  the  fiilse 
and  evil  sentiments  with  which  the  wicked  regard  them ; 
and  on  the  other,  an  equal  exemplification  of  the  just  views 
and  holy  aflEections  with  which  they  are  contemplated  by  those 
who  are  renewed.  Not  a  sinful  emotion  or  act  ever  sprang 
into  existence  in  the  agency  of  a  human  being,  but  it  may 
be  found  depicted  there,  and  with  the  brand  of  reprobation 
stamped  on  it.  Not  a  holy  affection  ever  trembled  into  exist- 
ence in  the  breast  of  one  whom  the  Spirit  of  God  has  restored 
to  virtue,  but  it  is  drawn  there  in  its  genuine  features,  and 
invested  with  the  hues  of  heaven. 

The  Bible  is  thus  a  perfect  map  of  the  whole  realm  of 
ethics,  divine  and  human ;  exhibiting  all  the  rights  of  Gt>d 
and  man  on  the  one  hand,  and  all  the  duties  of  men  on  the 
other ;  specifying  all  the  acts  which  the  law  of  God  enjoins, 
and  all  that  it  prohibits ;  and  finally,  presenting  a  vivid 
picture,  on  the  one  side,  of  the  remorseful  feelings  with  which 
men  regard  their  violations  of  these  laws ;  and  a  living  por- 
traiture, on  the  other,  of  the  peaceful  and  joyous  affections 
with  which  the  consciences  of  the  renewed  regard  obedience 
to  them.  As  a  source  of  ethical  instruction  then,  as  a  teacher 
of  morals,  the  Bible  infinitely  transcends  all  others.  It  is 
the  only  fountain  from  which  a  just  and  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  the  subject  can  be  gained. 


Abt.  IX.— Thk  War  op  the  Great  Nations. 

Nearly  all  the  leading  events  of  the  contest  in  the  East, 
thus  far,  have  been  of  an  extraordinary  nature,  and  against 
apparent  probabilities.  Such  were  the  repeated  defeats  of 
the  Russians  by  the  Turks  on  the  Danube,  and  their  retreat 
from  the  Principalities.  Such  were  the  unobstructed  land- 
ing of  the  Allies  in  the  Crimea,  and  their  victory  over  the 
Russians  on  the  Alma.  Such,  in  a  still  higher  degree,  were 
their  successful  resistance  of  the  Russians  at  Balaklava 
and  Inkermann,  where  a  handful  of  English  and  French 
withstood  the  onset  of  vast  masses  for  hours,  and  after  almost 
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unexampled  slaughter,  drove  them  back  in  defeat.  Not  less 
unexpected  and  extraordinary,  on  the  other  hand,  have  been 
the  skill  and  success  with  which  the  Bussians  have  defended 
Sebastopol;  the  peculiar  obstacles  the  Allies  have  had 
to  encounter ;  and  above  all,  the  almost  total  ruin  of  the 
English  army  by  the  mere  incompetence  and  negligence  of 
the  officers  and  government  There  is  not  one  of  these 
but  lies  out  of  the  ordinary  range  of  occurrences,  and 
would  have  been  deemed  by  military  men  altogether  impro- 
bable. 

But  an  event  still  more  extraordinary,  and  lying  wholly 
out  of  the  sphere  of  human  foresight  and  calculation,  is  the 
sudden  disappearance  of  the  late  Czar  from  the  scene,  and 
transference  of  the  task  of  conducting  the  war  at  its  most 
critical  juncture  to  other  hands,  which,  however  pledged  to 
adhere  to  his  policy,  cannot  be  expected  to  pursue  it  with 
either  his  commanding  authority,  or  his  indomitable  will.  In 
whatever  relation  it  is  viewed,  it  startles  the  mind,  and  excites 
the  feeling  that  consequences  of  the  utmost  moment  are  to 
spring  from  it.  To  him  it  was  an  occurrence  of  infinite  sig- 
nificance ;  the  change  it  wrought  in  his  condition,  his  rela- 
tions, his  prospects,  transcending  the  power  of  imagination 
to  conceive.  From  the  greatest  monarch  on  earth,  having 
an  absolute  sway  over  sixty  millions  of  fellow-creatures,  and 
exerting  a  vast  influence  on  the  whole  civili25ed  world,  he 
sank  in  an  instant  from  authority,  and  passed  into  the 
invisible  world  as  unattended  by  guards,  courtiers,  and  de- 
pendents, and  as  helpless  and  solitary,  as  the  meanest  and 
most  unknown  of  his  serfs.  With  what  a  startling  realiza- 
tion must  that  truth  have  flashed  upon  his  spirit  as  he 
emerged  from  the  strife  of  death,  and  in  place  of  the  ambi- 
tious scenes  in  which  he  had  been  acting  here,  found  himself 
in  the  realms  of  the  disembodied,  with  the  prospect  of  an 
interminable  retributive  existence  before  him  for  the  blood- 
guilt  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  fellow-men  whom  he  had 
consigned  to  the  gravel  And  what  consternation  must 
have  smitten  him  when  accosted  by  that  vast  crowd  of 
victims  to  his  pride  and  ambition,  with  the  taunts  and 
reproaches  addressed  by  the  dead  to  the  fallen  monarch  of 
Babylon  I  "  Art  thou  also  become  weak  as  we  ?  Art  thou 
become  like  unto  us  ?    Thy  pomp  is  brought  down  to  the 
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grave,  the  noise  of  thy  viols :  the  worm  is  spread  under 
thee,  and  the  worms  cover  thee.  How  art  thou  fallen  from 
heaven,  oh,  Lucifer  I  son  of  the  morning  I  How  art  thou 
cut  down  that  didst  weaken  the  nations  I  For  thou  hast  said 
in  thine  heart,  I  will  ascend  into  heaven ;  I  will  exalt  my 
throne  above  the  stars  of  God;  I  will  sit  on  the  mount  of 
the  congregation  in  the  sides  of  the  north ;  I  will  ascend 
above  the  heights  of  the  clouds ;  I  will  be  like  the  Most 
High:  Yet  thou  shalt  be  brought  down  to  hades;  to  the 
depths  of  the  pit.  Those  seeing  thee  shall  gaze  at  thee ;  they 
shall  look  at  thee  attentively  and  say :  '  Is  this  the  man  that 
made  the  earth  shake,  that  made  kingdoms  tremble,  that 
made  the  world  like  a  desert,  destroyed  the  cities,  and  did 
not  let  his  captives  go  home  free  T  "  No  tragic  fall,  no 
precipitation  into  the  gulf  of  despair,  can  equal  that  of  a 
monarch  who  is  hurled  from  the  pinnacle  of  human  power 
which  he  has  abused  to  the  gratification  of  his  selfishness, 
pride,  and  revenge,  to  a  depth  in  the  world  of  ruin,  propor- 
tionate in  the  extremity  of  its  horrors  to  the  greatness  of  his 
crimes. 

Important  effects  can  scarcely  fail  to  spring  from  his 
demise  at  this  critical  juncture.  Its  occurrence  at  the 
moment  when  the  decision  was  to  be  made  whether  the  war 
should  be  abandoned  or  continued,  is  doubtless  an  essential 
link  in  the  great  train  of  events  that  is  to  lead  on  to  that 
catastrophe  of  the  western  monarchies  which  is  at  hand. 
Whether  it  is  to  contribute  to  that  issue  by  weakening  the 
power  of  Eussia,  inflaming  the  ambition  of  France,  or  indu- 
cing a  new  policy  in  Austria,  or  all  of  them  together ;  or 
whether  it  is  to  produce  a  peace  that  shall  prepare  the  way 
more  directly  for  a  revolution  in  Germany,  Italy,  and  Great 
Britain,  cannot  now  be  foreseen.  That  the  war,  whether 
terminated  soon,  or  after  another  campaign,  is  to  weaken 
the  power  of  Eussia  in  the  East,  and  intercept  her  designs 
on  Turkey  for  a  considerable  period,  there  seems  no  reason 
to  doubt.  The  Allies  will  not  improbably  accomplish  the 
denaolition  of  Sebastopol ;  and  should  they  not,  they  are  not 
likely  to  be  driven  to  a  pacification  that  does  not  place  an 
effectual  barrier  to  the  supremacy  of  Eussia  in  the  Euxine. 
That  she  is  to  be  weakened  in  the  West  also,  and  shorn  of 
much  of  the  influence  she  has  exerted  under  the  late  Czar, 
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over  Germany,  Italy,  and  France,  seems  equally  sure.  The 
fancy,  indeed,  entertained  by  certain  writers  that  she  is  to 
spread  her  conquests  over  the  whole  of  Western  Europe, 
has  had  nothing  whatever  in  her  condition  to  support  it,  and 
is  wholly  at  war  with  the  predictions  of  the  Scriptures,  which 
represent  the  monarchies  symbolized  by  the  horns  of  the 
wild  beast,  as  to  continue  till  their  destruction  at  Christ's 
advent.  Not  a  hint  is  given  on  the  sacred  page  that  the 
dragon — the  representative  in  the  present  age  of  the  civil 
head  of  the  Greek  church,  is  to  conquer  the  wild  beast,  and 
take  possession  of  its  dominion ;  nor  can  the  supposition  of 
it  be  reconciled  with  the  prediction  made  in  the  clearest 
manner,  Eev.  xix.  11-21,  that  the  powers  symbolized  by  the 
wild  beast  are  to  retain  their  supremacy  till  the  great  battle 
at  Armageddon,  when  they  are  to  be  destroyed  by  the  Son 
of  God.  The  monarch  who  is  to  become  the  eighth  king  or 
imperial  chief  of  the  Western  Eoman  empire,  to  whom  the 
ten  kings  are  to  give  their  power  and  strength.  Rev.  xvii. 
11-13,  is  to  reside  within  the  empire,  not  without  it,  like  the 
monarch  of  Bussia. 

That  the  elements  of  revolution  are  rife  in  all  the  nations 
of  the  West,  except  France,  the  government  of  which  has 
become  strong,  and  is  rapidly  advancing  in  strength — is  ob- 
vious to  all  eyes ;  and  that  crushed  to  the  earth  by  remorse- 
less despotisms,  which  by  the  very  means  they  are  obliged 
to  employ  to  sustain  themselves  necessarily  grow  more  and 
more  oppressive  every  hour, — no  improvement  is  possible  in 
their  condition  except  by  revolutions,  is  equally  clear.  The 
population  of  Germany,  Italy,  and  Spain,  need  but  the  coope- 
ration of  France  to  induce  them  instantly  to  overturn  their 
present  governments  and  institute  new  despotisms  based  on 
universal  suffrage,  like  that  of  Napoleon  III.,  and  ally  them- 
selves with  him.  Nor  is  such  a  revolution  impossible  in  Great 
Britain.  So  far  from  it,  the  extraordinary  imbecility  exhi- 
bited by  the  aristocracy  in  the  conduct  of  the  present  war, 
is  arousing  the  nation  to  a  sense  of  the  unsuitableness  of 
their  antiquated  constitution  to  the  present  age,  and  is  likely 
to  lead  to  changes  that  will  transfer  the  pow^r  of  the  govern- 
ment from  the  nobility  to  the  people,  and  make  a  military 
despotism  as  essential  to  their  government  not  improbably, 
as  it  is  in  France.    Whether  the  great  moment  of  these 
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changes  is  nigh  or  not,  and  whatever  the  line  of  events  is  to 
be  that  is  to  precede  them,  both  the  people  and  governments 
are  so  obviously  and  rapidly  preparing  for  them,  that  their 
occurrence  at  any  hour  would  scarcely  excite  surprise. 
There  is  no  hint  in  the  Apocalypse  that  the  descent  of  the 
wild  beast  into  hades  took  place  unexpectedly  to  the  nations, 
or  impressed  any  one  with  astonishment  It  was  its  emer- 
gence from  the  abyss  after  having  sunk  into  its  depths,  and 
reappearance  among  the  living,  that  caused  them  that  dwell 
on  the  earth  to  wonder  after  the  beast  that  was,  and  is  not, 
and  yet  is;  (Rev.  xvii.  8.)  The  fall  of  the  present  old 
monarchies  will  astonish  nobody.  The  rise  of  new  despot- 
isms in  their  place,  like  that  of  France,  and  in  subordination 
probably  to  that  power,  will  be  unexpected,  and  strike  the 
crowd  with  wonder. 

Whatever  the  turn  may  be  events  take  for  the  present,  it 
becomes  the  children  of  God  to  watch  them  attentively,  and 
recognise  the  indications  which  they  present,  that  the  great 
hour  of  judgment  is  at  hand,  and  be  ready  for  the  duties 
and  trials  to  which  it  may  call  them.  The  unexpected 
occurrences,  the  extraordinary  catastrophes  which  have  sig- 
nalized the  last  ten  months,  indicate  very  impressively  the 
ease  with  which  the  Most  High  can  thwart  his  enemies,  and 
make  the  haughty  measures  by  which  they  attempt  to 
defeat,  the  very  means  of  accomplishing,  the  great  purposes 
he  has  revealed  in  his  word. 


Art.  X. — LiTBRARY  and  OarnoAL  Notices. 

1.  The  Life  of  Archibald  Alexander,  D.D^  First  Professor  in  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  by  J.  W.  Alex- 
ander, D.D.    New  York:  Charles  Scribner.     1864. 

Dr.  Alexander's  peculiar  mental  traits,  the  stirring  incidents  of  his 
early  life,  and  the  important  influences  he  exerted  in  the  church  in 
his  mature  years,  present  an  unusually  fine  theme  for  an  entertaining 
and  instructive  biography.  His  intellect  was  of  a  cast  in  quickness, 
energy,  and  comprehensiveness,  that  broadly  distinguished  him  from 
bis  contemporaries ;  his  affections  were  eminently  vivid  and  glowing ; 
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his  judgment  sound,  his  temper  generous,  his  power  as  an  orator  in 
person,  voice,  memory,  and  passion,  of  a  high  order,  and  he  was 
animated  with  a  good  sense,  promptness,  diligence,  zeal,  and  endur- 
ance, that  enabled  him  to  fill  every  sphere  on  which  he  entered,  with 
dignity  and  success.  The  whole  turn  of  his  mind,  manner,  and  life, 
was  thus  sufficiently  peculiar  to  take  him  out  of  the  realm  of  com- 
mon-place, and  give  an  air  of  freshness  and  novelty  to  his  history ; 
and  his  freedom  from  great  faults,  and  his  high  excellence  {us  a  man, 
a  preacher,  a  teacher,  and  a  writer,  makes  it  eminently  safe  and 
instructive.  There  are  no  sad  chapters  in  it  of  fatal  departures  from 
the  purity,  dignity,  and  wisdoifl  that  become  the  sacred  office ;  no 
recitals  of  eager  and  unscrupulous  schemes  of  ambition  ;  no  details  of 
a  perversion  of  his  office  to  the  promotion  of  his  personal  aggran- 
dizement; no  records  of  apostasy  from  the  truth,  and  attempts  to 
draw  away  those  who  were  placed  under  his  influence  from  the  faith 
once  delivered  to  the  saints,  and  mould  them  into  partisans  and  pro- 
pagators of  another  gospel.  The  picture  is  made  up  of  soft  and 
tasteful  tints ;  it  glows  throughout  with  delicacy  and  beauty ;  and  the 
bright  hues  of  a  cloudless  heaven  rest  upon  it 

The  most  delightful  part  of  the  volume  to  us  is  that  which  details 
the  commencement  of  his  religious  life,  and  the  events  of  his  ministry 
in  Virginia.  There  is  no  portion  of  the  history  of  an  individual  that 
transcends  in  interest  and  beauty  that  of  the  dawn  of  his  new  exist- 
ence, the  first  beam  from  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  that  flashes  upon 
his  darkened  spirit,  and  unfolds  to  its  wondering  gaze  the  glories  of 
the  Ahnighty,  and  lights  it  up  with  the  smile  of  his  love.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  description  Dr.  Alexander  gives  of  the  scene  in  which 
he  first  met  that  vision  of  God,  and  the  transforming  and  transport- 
ing eflect  it  wrought  in  him. 

^'As  I  proceeded  to  read  aloud  [to  the  family  FlaveFs  Method  of 
Grace]  the  truth  took  eflect  on  my  feelings,  and  every  word  I  read 
seemed  applicable  to  my  own  case.  Before  I  finished  the  discourse, 
these  emotions  became  too  strong  for  restraint,  and  my  voice  began 
to  falter.  I  laid  down  the  book,  rose  hastily,  and  went  out  with  a 
full  heart,  and  hastened  to  my  place  of  retirement  No  sooner  had  I 
reached  the  spot  than  I  dropped  upon  my  knees,  and  attempted  to 
pour  out  my  feelings  in  prayer ;  but  I  had  not  continued  many 
minutes  in  this  exercise  before  I  was  overwhelmed  with  a  flood  of 
joy.  It  was  transport  such  as  I  had  never  known  before,  and  seldom 
since.  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  distinct  view  of  Christ ;  but  I 
was  ffiled  with  a  sense  of  the  goodness  and  mercy  of  God ;  and  this 
joy  was  accompanied  with  a  full  assurance  that  my  state  was  happy, 
and  that  if  I  was  ihen  to  die  I  should  go  to  heaven.     This  ecstasj 
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was  too  high  to  be  lasting,  but  as  it  subsided  my  feelings  were  calm 
and  happy.  It  soon  occurred  to  me  that  possibly  I  had  experienced 
the  change  called  the  new  birth :  but  as  I  was  walking  homeward, 
the  thought  presented  itself,  that  if  this  was  indeed  conversion,  the 
effect  would  be  that  I  should  leave  off  all  my  sins ;  and  I  was  willing 
to  make  this  a  criterion  of  my  state.  For  a  few  days  I  guarded 
against  everything  which  I  knew  to  be  wrong  :  but  in  a  week  my 
former  feelings  returned,  and  when  exposed  to  temptation  I  trans- 
gressed  as  before.  The  next  day  the  recollection  filled  me  with 
unutterable  anguish ;  for  agreeably  to  my  own  judgment,  my  hopes 
of  heaven,  which  had  been  so  strong,  were  all  blasted.  I  make  no 
remark  on  this  joyful  frame  ;  such  experiences  are  not  uncommon, 
and  are  often  taken  for  conversion. 

"  While  I  was  at  Liberty  I  experienced  exercises  of  mind  which 
were  remarkable.  The  place  was  a  little  out  of  the  town  in  a  thicket 
at  the  edge  of  a  wood.  I  had  in  the  morning  walked  out  into  this 
grove,  and  while  thus  engaged  in  meditation  and  prayer,  I  was  sud- 
denly visited  with  such  a  melting  of  heart  as  I  never  had  before  or 
since.  Under  a  lively  sense  of  divine  goodness  my  eyes  became  a 
fountain  of  tears.  The  most  prominent  feelings  were  a  sense  of  in- 
gratitude for  the  innumerable  mercies  which  had  been  riebly  and 
constantly  showered  upon  me.  When  I  now  reflect  upon  it,  it 
seems  like  a  sudden  change  Sn  the  animal  system,  and  a  relief 
arising  from  a  vent  found  for  tears.  The  immediate  result  was  a 
sweet  composure  of  spirit.  I  cannot  remember  that  I  had  any 
thought  of  Christ,  or  much  contrition  for  my  sins ;  and  this  melting 
frame,  the  counterpart  of  which  I  never  experienced,  led  to  no  per- 
manent change  in  my  condition ;  in  a  few  hours  I  felt  much  as  before 
it  occurred." 

The  progress  of  this  conflict  is  further  detailed  in  the  following 
passage: 

"  The  former  part  of  the  day  I  spent  in  the  woods,  ruminating 
on  my  sad  condition  and  prospects.  The  train  of  my  thoughts  was, 
that  I  had  enjoyed  the  very  best  means  and  opportunities  of  salva- 
tion, but  these  had  produced  no  good  effect ;  that  I  was  now  going 
where  all  were  careless  of  these  things,  and  where  the  means  would 
be  far  less  favorable.  The  conclusion  forced  itself  upon  me  that  I 
should  certainly  be  lost  for  ever.  My  mind  was  calm  and  my 
thoughts  deliberate,  and  when  I  came  to  this  result  I  was  nowise 
agitated,  but  began  to  contemplate  the  justice  of  Qod  in  my  condem- 
nation. It  was  evident  to  me  that  as  a  righteous  governor  he  could 
not  do  otherwise  than  condemn  me  to  hell,  and  I  could  not  but  ap- 
prove the  sentence  of  my  own  condemnation.   Tet  I  felt  that  I  could 
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never  entertain  any  hard  thoughts  of  God,  even  when  suffering  under 
his  heavy  displeasure.  These  views  were  so  far  from  increasing  my 
distress,  that  I  experienced  a  degree  of  composure  which  I  had  not 
had  for  a  long  time.  The  awful  question  in  regard  to  my  destiny 
appeared  now  to  be  settled,  and  I  felt  no  need  of  prayer  or  further 
waiting  on  God." 

*  He  had  the  impression  at  this  time  that  far  deeper  convictions  of 
sin  than  he  had  felt  were  requisite  to  his  conversion.  A  friend,  how- 
ever, corrected  that  error. 

"  He  answered  that  no  certain  degree  of  conviction  was  prescribed ; 
that  the  only  purpose  which  conviction  could  answer  was  to  show  us 
our  need  of  Christ,  and  this,  added  he,  you  have.  He  then  repre- 
sented Christ  as  an  Advocate  before  the  throne  of  God,  ready  to 
undertake  my  cause,  and  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost  all  that  come 
unto  God  by  him.  A  new  view  opened  before  me  at  this  moment 
I  did  feel  that  I  needed  a  Saviour,  and  I  knew  that  Christ  as  an  Ad- 
vocate was  able  to  save  me.  This  mere  probability  of  salvation,  after 
having  given  up  all  hope,  was  like  the  dawn  of  morning  upon  the 
dark  night ;  it  was  like  life  from  the  dead.  From  that  instant  I 
entertained  a  joyful  hope  Ihat  I  should  yet  be  saved.  These  new 
views  affected  me  exceedingly.  I  was  like  a  man  condemned  to 
die,  who  is  unexpectedly  informed  that  there  is  a  friend  who  can 
obtain  a  reprieve.  I  was  unable  to  say  anything.  My  tears  pre- 
sented utterance." 

He  continued,  however,  under  the  impression  that  deeper  realiza- 
tions of  his  sinfulness,  and  a  darker  despair,  were  necessary  conditions 
of  his  receiving  the  renewing  influence  of  the  Spirit  That  feeling 
was  raised  to  a  climax  by  the  distressful  agitation  of  an  acquaintance 
under  a  sense  of  sin. 

**  I  was  at  once  struck,"  he  says,  "by  that  event  with  the  impres- 
sion that  I  had  received  an  irreparable  injury  from  the  clergyman 
who  had  persuaded  me  that  no  such  conviction  as  this  was  neces- 
sary. I  determined,  therefore,  to  admit  no  hope  until  I  should  have 
the  like  experience.  I  read  all  the  religious  narratives  I  could  pro- 
cure, and  labored  much  to  put  myself  into  the  state  into  which  they 
described  themselves  to  have  been  before  enjoying  hope.  But  all 
these  efforts  and  desires  proved  abortive,  and  I  began  to  see  much 
more  of  the  wickedness  of  my  own  heart  than  ever  before.  I  was 
distressed  and  discouraged,  and  convinced  that  I  had  placed  too 
much  dependence  on  mere  means,  and  on  my  own  efforts.  I  there- 
fore determined  to  give  myself  incessantly  to  prayer  until  I  found 
mercy,  or  perished  in  the  pursuit. 

"This  resolution  was  formed  on  a  Sunday  evening.    The  next 
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morning  I  took  mj  Bible  and  walked  several  miles  into  the  dense 
wood  of  the  Bushj  Hills,  which  were  then  wholly  uncnltiyated. 
Finding  a  place  that  pleased  me  at  the  foot  of  a  projecting  rock  in  a 
dark  valley,  I  began  with  great  earnestness  the  course  which  I  had 
prescribed  to  mysel£  I  prayed,  I  then  read  in  the  Bible,  prayed  and 
read,  prayed  and  read,  until  my  strength  was  exhausted,  for  I  had 
taken  no  nourishment  that  day.  But  the  more  I  strove,  the  harder 
ray  heart  became,  and  the  more  barren  was  my  mind  of  every 
serious  or  tt-nder  feeling.  I  tasted  then  some  of  the  bitterness  of 
despair.  It  seemed  to  me  my  last  resource,  and  now  this  had  utterly 
failed.  I  was  about  to  desist  from  the  endeavor,  when  the  thought 
occurred  to  me  that  though  I  was  helpless,  and  my  case  was  nearly 
desperate,  yet  it  would  be  well  to  cry  to  God  to  help  me  in  this 
extremity.  I  knelt  upon  the  ground,  and  poured  out  perhaps  a 
single  petition,  or  rather  broken  cry  for  help,  when  in  a  moment  I 
had  such  a  view  of  a  crucified  Saviour  as  is  without  parallel  in  my 
experience.  The  whole  plan  of  grace  appeared  as  clear  as  day.  I 
was  persuaded  that  God  was  willing  to  accept  me  just  as  I  was,  and 
convince  that  I  had  never  before  understood  the  freeness  of  salva- 
tion, but  had  always  been  striving  to  bring  some  price  in  my  hand,  or 
to  prepare  myself  for  receiving  Christ  Now  I  discovered  that  I  could 
receive  him  in  all  his  offices  at  that  very  moment,  which  I  was  sure 
at  the  time  I  did.  I  felt  truly  a  joy  that  was  unspeakable  and  full 
of  glory.  How  long  this  delightftil  frame  continued  I  cannot  telL 
But  when  my  affections  had  a  little  subsided,  I  opened  my  Bible, 
and  alighted  on  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  diapters  of  John.  The 
sacred  page  appeared  to  be  illuminated ;  the  truths  were  new,  as  if 
I  had  never  read  them  before ;  and  I  thought  it  would  be  always 
thus.  .  .  .  For  several  days  my  mind  was  serene.  But  before  a  week 
had  elapsed,  darkness  began  to  gather  over  me  again.  Inbred  cor- 
ruption began  to  stir.  In  a  word,  I  fell  back  into  the  same  state  of 
darkness  and  conflict  as  before.'' — Pp.  44-71. 

He  adds  that,  now  '*  at  the  age  of  seventy-four,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  my  regeneration  took  place''  at  the  time  designated  in  the 
passage  first  quoted,  a  year  before.  What  a  vast  train  of  events  fol- 
lowed the  beam  of  light  flashed  into  his  breast  by  the  renewing 
Spirit  in  that  secluded  forest  scene !  How  blissful,  how  majestic 
the  train  that  is  to  follow  through  the  circuit  of  his  immortal  life ! 

He  was  soon  after  licensed  and  began  to  preach,  and  often  in  the 
open  air.  Of  the  peculiarities  of  his  person,  the  charm  (^  his  utter- 
ance, the  cast  of  his  thoughts,  and  his  eminent  success  at  this  period 
the  following  description  will  enable  the  reader  to  judge. 

"^  If  we  were  more  fully  provided  with  reports  other  than  his  owo 
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Dr.  Alexander  was  one  of  that  order  of  persons  who  appear  at  inter- 
vals, whom  God  endows  with  extraordinary  gifts,  and  places  in  con- 
spicuous stations,  in  order  that  they  may  pursue  labors  and  exert 
influences  that  are  peculiarly  needful  to  the  well-being  of  the  church 
of  the  time,  and  are  to  leave  a  salutary  and  deep  impress  on  a  vast 
circle  of  minds.  No  other  individual  in  the  sacred  office  during  his 
period  had  a  finer  group  of  faculties,  displayed  a  more  spotless,  dig- 
nified, and  lovely  character,  performed  a  greater  amount  of  important 
labor,  or  exerted  an  influence  more  wide,  more  powerful,  and  more 
eminently  free  from  an  intermixture  of  evil.  What  an  illustrious 
office  !  What  a  happy  destiny  !  What  a  contrast  his  ingenuousness, 
nobleness,  love  of  truth,  fidelity,  to  the  cause  of  his  master,  self- 
denial,  laboriousness,  largo  and  salutary  influence,  suc<^ess  in  the 
various  spheres  he  was  called  to  fill,  bear  to  the  career  of  an  ambi- 
tious and  unscrupulous  demagogue  who  prostitutes  his  office  to  the 
promotion  of  his  personal  ends,  and  assails  the  truth,  and  preaches  a 
fifdse  gospel,  that  he  may  gather  a  crowd  of  sycophants  who  will 
make  him  their  leader,  and  e^alt  him  to  conspicuity  and  honor  by 
their  homage  and  flatteries ! 

The  aflfection  and  reverence  with  which  he  was  universally  regarded 
in  his  last  years,  present  an  equally  striking  contrast  to  the  neglect 
into  which  most  of  the  leaders  fell  of  the  great  religious  party  that 
was  opposed  to  him.  Not  one  of  that  class  in  New  England  who 
thirty  years  ago  played  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  doctrinal  controver- 
sies that  agitated  the  church,  retains  a  shadow  of  public  respect  or 
influence.  They  have  not  merely  lost  their  sway  in  the  church,  but 
they  have  sunk  into  contempt  The  most  restless  and  noisy  of  that 
class  also,  in  the  Middle  and  Western  States,  have  lost  their  position 
with  their  own  party  as  well  as  with  the  public.  The  contnMst  pre- 
sented by  the  closing  spectacle  answers  to  that  of  their  respective 
characters  and  principles. 


2.  The  Autobiography  of  thb  Rkv.  William  Jay  ;  with  Reminis- 
cences of  some  distinguished  contemporaries,  selections  from  his 
correspondence,  and  literary  remains.  Edited'by  George  Bedford, 
D.D.,  and  John  Angel  James.  In  Two  Volumes.  New  York : 
R.  Carter  &  Brothers.    1856. 

This  work,  though  not  of  much  merit  as  a  literary  production,  is 
highly  interesting  from  Mr.  Jay^s  pleasing  character  and  eminent  use- 
fulness ;  and  firom  the  numerous  sketches  he  has  drawn  of  his  con- 
temporaries who  were  distinguished  as  preachers,  authors,  or  philan- 
thropists,    Mr.  Jay,  who  rose  from  a  humble  rank,  owed  the  con- 
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spicuity  and  tisefalness  which  he  attained,  chiefly  to  extraordinary 
gifts  of  voice,  intellect,  memory,  efnotion,  and  presence,  that 
fitted  him  to  be  an  attractive  and  impressive  extemporaneous 
preacher.  His  peculiar  talents  as  a  thinker  and  orator  appear  to 
have  been  perfectly  available  from  his  boyhood,  so  that  his  first  dis- 
courses, delivered  at  sixteen  or  eighteen,  exhibited  the  special  cast  of 
his  mind,  and  were  of  as  high  an  order  as  those  of  his  mature  years. 
He  had  great  naturalness,  unstudied  ease,  warmth,  and  point,  and 
always  kept  within  the  sphere  of  his  hearers :  preferring  to  descend 
in  plainness  and  simplicity  to  their  capacity,  rather  than  to  attempt 
to  soar  and  astonish  or  dazzle,  instead  of  instructing  them.  Of  the 
near  seventy  years  of  his  ministry,  sixty-three  were  spent  at  Bath, 
where  his  attractive  style  drew  many  of  the  wealthy  and  noble  to 
hear  him,  and  though  an  Independent,  procured  him  the  acquaintance 
and  friendship  of  a  number  of  distinguished  persons  of  the  established 
church.  He  exerted  a  large  influence  for  a  long  period,  chiefly  in 
the  sphere  of  practical  religion,  and  was  the  means  of  conducting  an 
unusual  number  of  God^s  children  to  the  skies. 

The  most  attractive  part  of  th^se  volumes  are  the  sketches  from 
Mr.  Jay's  pen,  of  Wilberforce,  Hannah  More,  Rowland  Hill,  Robert 
Hall,  John  Foster,  and  others.  The  letters,  with  which  a  part  of  the 
second  volume  is  occupied,  are  generally  written  with  ease,  and 
though  treating  of  incidents  of  the  day  that  have  now  lost  their  in- 
terest^ here  and  there  rise  into  the  region  of  elegance,  and  are 
lighted  up  with  flashes  of  sprightliness  and  wit. 

One  of  the  most  marked  features  of  the  present  time  in  Great 
Britain  is  the  disappearance  from  the  theatre  of  great  and  command- 
ing minds  like  those  that  have  distinguished  the  nation  at  almost 
every  period  from  the  Reformation,  and  shed  a  halo  of  dignity  and 
glory  over  it.  Not  an  orator,  not  a  statesman,  not  a  military  or 
naval  commander,  not  a  poet,  not  an  essayist  or  writer  of  any  sphere, 
exists  at  the  present  time  of  more  than  a  very  secondary  rank,  com- 
pared to  the  long  train  of  illustrious  geniuses  that  have  flourished  in 
every  preceding  century.  An  equal  change  has  taken  place  in  the 
church.  Not  a  single  individual  remans  of  the  highest  rank.  The 
most  distinguished  are  of  a  medium  grade,  vhile  but  few  appear  to 
occupy  even  so  high  a  place.  Nor  is  this  most  ominous  fact  peculiar 
to  them.  Is  it  not* equally  characteristic  of  the  day  here  ?  The  age 
seems  to  be  smitten  with  a  mediocrity  of  genius,  while  no  crisis  in 
the  history  of  the  world  was  ever  more  prolific  of  dangers,  or 
demanded  greater  talents  in  rulers  and  teachers  to  avert  or  remedy, 
them. 
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8.  On  THi  Study  of  Words.    By  Richard  CheDeyix  Trench,  BD^ 
Profeesor  of  DiviDity,  King's  College,  London.    Redfield :  1855. 

The  object  of  the  author,  in  this  highly  curious  and  entertaining 
work,  is  to  unfold  in  a  measure  **  the  boundless  stores  of  moral  and 
historic  truth,  and  of  passion  and  imagination''  that  are  laid  up  in 
words,  and  the  **  lessons  of  worth  which  we  may  derive  from  them 
contemplated  singly  ;"  partly  from  the  necessities  that  occasioned  their 
invention,  and  the  sources  from  which  they  were  derived,  and  partly 
from  the  changes  of  meaning  through  which  they  have  passed.  It  is 
written  with  the  learning,  the  careless  ease,  and  the  singular  power 
of  investing  slight  topics  with  interest,  and  educing  instruction  and 
amusement  from  sources  that  to  ordinary  writers  would  prove 
barren,  which  characterize  Mr.  Trench,  and  shed  a  peculiar  diarm 
over  his  volumes.  This  is  the  most  novel  and  agreeable,  we  think, 
.  that  has  proceeded  f^om  his  pen,  and  cannot  &il  to  yield  pleasure 
to  all  readers,  especially  who  have  a  tincture  of  learning  and  taste. 

The  airy  graceful  mode  in  which  he  treats  his  theme  may  be  seen 
from  the  following  passage  on  the  morality  of  words : — 

^  Is  man  of  a  divine  birth  and  stock !  coming  from  Ood,  and, 
when  he  fulfils  the  law  and  intention  of  his  creation,  returning  to  him 
again !  We  need  no  more  than  his  language  to  prove  it  So  much 
is  there  in  that  which  could  never  have  existed  on  any  other  suppo- 
sition. How  else  could  all  those  words  which  testifjr  of  his  relation 
to  €K>d,  and  of  his  consciousness  of  this  relation,  and  which  ground 
themselves  thereon,  have  found  their  way  into  this,  the  veritable 
transcript  of  his  innermost  life,  the  genuine  utterance  of  the  fitith  and 
hope  which  is  in  him  \  On  no  other  theory  than  this  could  we  ex- 
plain that  great  and  preponderating  weight  thrown  into  the  scale  of 
goodness  and  truth,  which,  despite  of  all  in  the  other  scale,  we  must 
needs  acknowledge  in  every  language  to  be  there.  How  else  shall 
we  account  for  that  sympathy  with  the  right,  that  testimony  against 
tae  wrong,  which,  despite*  of  all  its  aberrations  and  perversions,  is  yet 
its  prevuling  ground-tone  f 

'*  But  has  man  fallen,  and  deeply  fallen,  from  the  heights  of  his 
original  creation  f  We  tieed  no  more  than  his  language  to  prove  it 
Like  everything  else  about  him,  it  bears  at  once  the  stamp  of  his 
greatness  and  of  his  degradation,  of  his  glory  and  of  his  shame. 
What  dark  and  sombre  threads  he  must  have  woven  into  the  tissue 
of  his  life,  before  we  could  trace  such  dark  ones  running  through  the 
tissue  of  his  language  ?  What  &cts  of  wickedness  and  wo  must  hftve 
exist(>d  in  the  first,  ere  there  could  be  such  words  to  designate  these 
as  are  found  in  the  last.    There  have  been  always  those  who  have 
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sought  to  make  light  of  the  hurts  which  man  has  inflicted  on  himself 
of  the  sickness  with  which  he  is  sick ;  who  would  &in  persuade  them- 
selves and  others  that  moralists  and  divines,  if  they  have  not  quite 
invented,  have  yet  enormously  exaggerated,  these.  But  are  these 
statements  found  only  in  Scripture  and  in  sermons  ?  Are  there  not 
mournful  corrohorations  of  their  truth  imprinted  deeply  upon  every 
region  of  man^s  natural  and  spiritual  life,  and  on  none  more  deeply 
than  on  his  language  f  It  needs  no  more  than  to  open  a  dictionary, 
and  to  cast  oar  eye  thoughtfully  down  a  few  columns,  and  we  shall 
find  abundant  confirmation  of  this  sadder  and  sterner  estimate  of 
man's  moral  and  spiritual  condition.  How  else  shall  we  explain  this 
long  catalogue  of  words,  having  all  to  do  with  sin,  or  with  sorrow,  ot 
with  both  I  How  came  they  there  ?  We  may  be  quite  sure  that 
they  were  not  invented  without  being  needed,  that  they  have  each  a 
correlative  in  the  worid  of  realities.  I  open  the  first  letter  of  the 
alphabet ;  what  means  this  '  ah,'  this  '  alas,'  these  deep  and  long-  ^ 
drawn  sighs  of  humanity,  which  at  once  we  encounter  there  ?  And 
then  presently  follow  words  such  as  these:  'affliction,'  'agony,' 
'anguish,'  'assassin,'  'atheist,'  'avarice,'  and  twenty  more — 
words,  you  will  observe,  for  the  most  part  not  laid  up  in  the  recesses 
of  the  language,  to  be  drawn  forth  and  used  at  rare  opportunities,  but 
occupying  many  of  them  its  foremost  ranks.  And  indeed,  as  regards 
abundance,  it  is  a  melancholy  thing  to  observe  how  much  richer  is 
every  vocabulary  in  words  that  set  forth  sins,  than  in  those  that  set 
forth  graces.  When  St  Paul  (Gal.  v.  19-23)  would  put  these 
against  those,  'the  works  of  the  flesh'  against  'the  fruit  of  the 
Spirit,'  those  are  seventeen,  these  only  nine ;  and  where  do  we  find 
in  Scripture  such  lists  of  graces,  as  we  do  at  2  Tim.  iii.  2,  Rom.  i. 
29-31,  of  their  opposites  I 

"  Nor  can  I  help  taking  note,  in  the  oversight  and  muster  from  this 
point  of  view  of  the  words  which  constitute  a  language,  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  has  been  put  to  all  its  resources  that  so  it  may  express 
the  infinite  varieties,  now  of  human  suffering,  now  of  human  sin. 
Thus  what  a  fearful  thing  is  it  that  any  language  shbuld  have  a  word 
expressive  of  the  pleasure  which  men  feel  at  the  calamities  of  others ; 
for  the  existence  of  the  word  bears  testimony  to  the  existence  of  the 
thing.  And  yet  in  more  than  one  such  a  word  is  found.*  Nor  are 
there  wanting,  I  suppose,  in  any  language,  words  which  are  the 


*  In  the  Gree1[;  twixaipsKOKia,  in  the  Qennan,  "Schadenfreude."  CScero 
so  strongly  feels  that  such  a  word  is  wanting,  that  he  gwe$  to  "malevolen- 
tia**  the  same  significance^  '*  volnptas  ex  malo  alterias^**  though  it  lies  not  of 
necessity  in  the  word. 
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moarnfal  record  of  the  strange  wiokedneeses  which  the  genius  of  Qum, 
80  fertile  in  evil,  has  invented. 

^  And  our  dictionaries,  while  they  tell  us  much,  yet  will  not  tell  us 
all.  How  shamefully  rich  is  the  language  of  the  vulgar  everywhere 
in  words  which  are  not  allowed  to  find  their  way  into  books,  yet 
which  live  as  a  sinful  oral  tradition  on  the  lips  of  men,  to  set  forth 
that  which  is  unholy  and  impure.  And  of  these  words,  as  no  less  of 
those  which  have  to  do  with  the  kindred  sins  of  revelling  and  excess, 
how  many  set  the  evil  forth  with  an  evident  sympathy  and  apiHt>ba- 
tion,  as  taking  part  with  the  sin  against  Him  who  has  (brbidden  it 
under  pain  of  his  extremest  displeasure.  How  much  wit,  how  much 
talent,  yea,  how  much  imagination  must  have  stood  in  the  service  of 
sin,  before  it  could  have  a  nomenclature  so  rich,  so  varied,  and  often 
so  Heaven-defying  as  it  has. 

*'  How  many  words  men  have  dragged  downward  with  themselves, 
and  made  partakers  more  or  lees  of  their  own  fall.  Having  originally 
an  honorable  significance,  they  have  yet^  with  the  deterioration  and 
degeneration  of  those  that  used  them,  deteriorated  and  degenerated 
too.  What  a  multitude  of  words,  originally  harmless,  have  assumed 
a  harmful  as  their  secondary  meaning ;  how  many  worthy  have  ac- 
quired an  unworthy.  Thus  *  knave '  meant  once  no  more  than  lad 
(nor  does  it  now  in  German  mean  more),  *  villain '  than  peasant ;  a 
'boor'  was  only  a  farmer,  a  'varlet'  was  but  a  serving-man,  a 
'churl'  but  a  strong  fellow.  'Time-server'  was  used  two  hundred 
years  ago  quite  as  often  for  one  in  an  honorable  as  in  a  dishonorable 
sense  '  serving  the  time.'^  '  Conceits '  had  once  nothing  conceited 
in  them ;  '  officious '  had  reference  to  offices  of  kindness  and  not  of 
busy  meddimg;  'moody'  was  that  which  pertained  to  a  man's 
mood,  without  any  gloom  or  suUenness  implied.  '  Demure '  (which 
is, '  des  moeurs,'  of  good  manners),  conveyed  no  hint,  as  it  does  now, 
of  an  over-doing  of  the  outward  demonstrations  of  modesty.  In 
'crafty'  and  'cunning'  there  was  nothing  of  crooked  wisdom  im- 
plied, but  only  knowledge  and  skill ;  '  craft,'  indeed,  still  retains 
very  often  its  nfore  h(morable  use,  a  man's  'craft'  bang  his  skill, 
and  then  the  trade  in  which  he  is  well  skilled.  And  think  you  that 
the  Magdalen  could  have  ever  given  us  'maudlin'  in  its  present  con- 
temptuous application,  if  the  tears  of  penitential  weeping  had  been 
held  in  due  honor  in  the  world  t  '  TinseU'  from  the  French  '  ^tin- 
celle,'  meant  once  anything  that  sparkles  or  glistens ;  thus  '  cloth  of 
tinsel '  would  be  cloth  inwrought  with  silver  and  gold  ;  but  the  sad 
experience  that  'all  is  not  gold  that  glitters,'  that  much  which 


*  See  in  proof  Fuller's  Edy  State,  b.  iii  o.  19. 
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shows  fair  and  specious  to  the  eve  is  yet  worthless  in  reah'ty,  has 
caused  the  word  imperceptibly  to  assume  the  meaning  which  it  now 
has,  and  when  we  speak  of  *  ftinseV  either  literally  or  figuratively,  we 
always  mean  now  that  which  has  no  reality  of  sterling  worth  under- 
lying the  glittering  and  specious  shows  which  it  makes.  *  Tawdry,' 
which  is  a  word  of  curious  derivation,  though  I  will  not  pause  to  go 
into  it,  has  undergone  exactly  the  same  process ;  it  once  conveyed 
no  intimation  of  mean  finery,  or  shabby  splendor,  as  now  it  does. 

"  A  like  deterioration  through  use  may  be  traced  in  the  word  *  to 
resent'  It  was  not  very  long  ago  that  Barrow  could  speak  of  the 
good  man  as  a  faithful  'resenter'  and  requiter  of  benefits,  of  the 
duty  of  testifying  an  affectionate  '  resentment '  of  our  obligations  to 
Ood.  But,  alas  !  the  memory  of  benefits  fades  and  fails  from  us  so 
much  more  quickly  than  that  of  injuries;  that  which  we  afterwards 
remember  and  revolve  in  our  minds  is  so  much  more  predominantly 
the  wrongs  real  or  imaginary  which  men  have  done  us,  than  the 
favors  they  have  bestowed  on  us,  that  *to  resent'  in  our  ftiodern 
English  has  come  to  be  confined  entirely  to  that  deep  refiective  dis- 
pleasure which  men  entertain  against  those  that  have  done,  or  whom 
they  believe  to  have  done,  them  a  wrong.  And  this  leads  us  to  iqquire 
how  it  comes  to  pass  that  we  do  not  speak  of  the  *  retaliation '  of 
benefits,  as  often  as  the  *  retaliation '  of  injuries!  The  word  does 
but  signify  the  again  rendering  as  much  as  we  have  received ;  but 
this  is  so  much  s^ldomer  thought  of  in  regard  of  benefits  than  of 
wrongs,  that  the  word,  though  not  altogether  unused  in  this  its 
worthier  sense,  has  yet  a  strange  and  somewhat  unusual  S4>und  in  our 
ears  when  so  employed.  Were  we  to  speak  of  a  man  *  retaliating ' 
kindness,  I  am  not  sure  that  every  one  would  understand  us. 

"Neither  is  it  altogether  satisfactory  to  take  note  that  *  animosity,' 
according  to  its  derivation,  means  no  more  than  '  spirited n ess ;'  that 
in  the  first  use  of  the  word  in  the  later  Latin  to  which  it  belongs,  it 
was  employed  in  this  sense ;  was  applied,  for  instance,  to  the  spirit 
and  fiery  courage  of  the  horse ;  but  that  now  it  is  applied  to  only 
one  kind  of  vigor  and  activity,  that  namely  which  is  displayed  in 
enmity  and  hate,  and  expresses  a  tpiritedness  in  these.  Does  not 
this  look  too  much  as  iif  these  oftenest  stirred  men  to  a  lively  and 
vigorous  activity  ? 

'*  And  then  what  a  mournful  witness  for  the  hard  and  unrighteous 
judgments  we  habitually  form  of  one  another  lies  in  the  word  '  pre- 
judice.' The  word  of  itself  means  plainly  no  more  than  *  a  judg- 
ment formed  beforehand,'  without  affirming  anything  as  to  whether 
that  judgment  be  favorable  or  unfavorable  to  the  person  about  whom 
it  is  formed.    Yet  so  predominantly  do  we  form  harsh,  unfavorable 
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judgments  of  others  before  knowledge  and  experience,  that  a  ^  preju- 
dice,' or  judgment  before  knowledge  and  not  grounded  on  evidence, 
is  almost  always  taken* to  signify  an  un^vorable  anticipation  about 
one ;  and  *  prejudicial '  has  actually  acquired  a  secondary  meaning 
of  anything  which  is  mischievous  or  injurious. 

"'  As  these  words  are  a  testimony  to  the  sin  of  man,  so  there  is  a 
signal  testimony  to  his  infirmity^  to  the  limitation  of  human  faculties 
and  human  knowledge,  in  the  word  *  to  retract'  To  retract  means 
properly,  as  its  derivation  declares,  no  more  than  to  handle  over 
again,  to  reconsider.  And  yet,  so  certain  are  we  to  find  in  a  subject 
which  we  reconsider  or  handle  a  second  time,  that  which  was  at  the 
first  rashly,  inaccurately  stated,  that  which  needs  therefore  to  bo 
amended,  modified,  withdrawn ;  that  *  to  retraA '  could  not  tarry  long 
with  its  primary  meaning  of  reconsidering ;  and  has  come  to  signify, 
as  we  commonly  use  it,  *  to  withdraw.'  Thus  a  great  writer  of  the 
Latin  church,  at  the  close  of  his  life  wishing  to  amend  whatever  he 
might  jpow  perceive  in  his  various  published  works  to  have  been 
incautiously  or  incorrectly  stated,  gave  to  the  book  in  which  he  car- 
ried out  this  intention  (for  they  had  tnen  no  such  opportunities  as 
second  and  third  editions  afford  now)  this  very  name  of  *  Retracta- 
tions,^ being  strictly  *  Rehandlings,'  but  in  fact,  as  any  one  turning 
to  the  work  will  at  once  perceive,  withdrawings  of  various  statements, 
which  he  now  considered  to  need  thus  to  be  withdrawn.  What  a 
seal  does  this  word's  acquisition  of  such  a  secondary  use  as  this  set 
to  the  proverb,  humanum  eat  errare^ 


4.  Thk  Trxtth  and  Life  :  Twenty-two  Discourses  by  the  Rev.  C.  P, 
Mcllvaine,  D.D.,  D.C.L.,  Bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  Diocese  of  Ohio.  New  York :  Robert  Carter  & 
Brothers.     1855. 

Thbsb  Discourses,  written  with  fi*e8hne88  and  vigor  of  thought,  and 
naturalness  and  warmth  of  feeling,  are  eminently  worthy  of  their 
title  Ba'*the  Truth  and  LifeJ*  Thef  treat  of  subjects  that  are  espe- 
cially suited  to  the  state  of  the  church  at  the  present  time,  and  pre- 
sent them  in  Scriptural  attitudes,  and  with  great  plainness,  ease  and 
copiousness  of  thought,  and  force.  There  are  no  intricate  specula- 
tions, no  wild  rhapsodies  and  random  declamations,  no  dull  common- 
places. Every  theme  appears  in  its  natural  sphere,  and  is  invested 
with  the  hues  that  are  reflected  on  it  from  heaven. 

He  treats  first  of  the  power  of  the  word  of  God  as  the  instrument 
of  impression  and  sanctification,  and  of  the  church  as  the  promul- 
gator of  that  word  and  light  of  the  world ;  in  which  he  points  out  in 
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a  very  striking  manner  the  proo&  the  Romish  cburch  gives  of  her 
apostasy  in  her  exclusion  of  the  Scriptures  from  the  hands  of  her 
people,  and  substitution  of  her  own  dogmas  and  teachings  in  their 
place.  'He  next  discourses  of  Christ's  presence  in  the  church,  the 
nature  of  sin,  and  the  fi-ee  offer  of  salvation  in  the  gospel.  From 
these  topics  he  passes  to  the  characteristics  and^  duties  of  the  believer, 
the  nature  of  faith,  and  the  fruits  to  which  it  give^  birth ;  and  finally 
closes  with  a  view  of  the  present  happiness  of  the  dead  in  Christ, 
their  speedy  resurrection,  and  their  final  blessedness  in  his  eternal 
kingdom.  These  last  subjects  we  are  especially  glad  to  see  presented 
by  him.  Though  they  occupy  a  large  space  in  the  Bible,  and  are 
among  the  most  attractive  and  cheering  to  those  who  cherish  real- 
izing expectations  of  a  future  life,  they  are  almost  wholly  excluded 
from  the  pulpit,  and  to  crowds  of  the  people  of  God,  involved  in  ex- 
treme obscurity,  and  neglected  as  of  little  significance. 

5.  A  CYCLOPifiDiA  OF  Missions  :  containing  a  comprehensive  View 
of  Missionary  Operations  throughout  the  Worid,  with  Geographical 
Descriptions,  and  accounts  of  the  social,  moral,  and  religious  con- 
dition of  the  people,  by  the  Ilev.  Harvey  Newcomb.  New  York : 
Charles  Scribner.    1864; 

This  work  of  near^  800  pages  answers  to  its  title  in  the  minuteness 
and  comprehensiveness  of  the  information  it  presents  on  all  the  themes 
that  belong  to  the  subject  Of  the  countries  which  are  the  scenes  of 
the  principal  missions — such  as  Africa,  Ceylon,  Hindostan,  Burmah, 
China,  the  Sandwich  Islands, — a  very  ample  view  is  first  given  of  the 
geography,  population,  language,  literature,  civil  institutions,  and 
religion:  and  then  a  sketch  of  the  missions  that  have  been  esta- 
blished there,  whatever  may  be  the  denomination  to  which  they 
belong,  the  missionaries  by  whom  they  have  been  conducted,  and  the 
results  that  have  sprung  from  their  lahorA*  Interspersed  with  these 
main  themes,  in  alphabetical  order,  are  the  several  societies  that  are 
employed  in  the  support  of  missions,  the  names  of  all  missionary 
stations,  and  articles  on  such  other  topics  as  need  to  be  known  in 
order  to  a  full  understanding  of  the  subject,  and  the  whole  is  illus^ 
trated  with  upwards  of  thirty  maps.  The  style  is  perspicuous  and 
neat ;  the  subjects  are  treated  with  judgment  and  taste ;  and  form  a 
work  that  has  no  competitor  in  its  adaptation  to  its  object.  It  is  to 
missions  what  a  dictionaiy  is  to  language,  what  a  gazetteer  is  to 
geography,  and  what  an  enqrclopiedia  is  to  the  whole  circle  of  geo- 
graphical, sdentific,  historical,  and  literary  subjects  that  are  com- 
prised in  a  general  system  of  knowledge. 
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6.  The  Footsteps  of  St.  Paul.  By  the  author  of  Morning  and 
Night  Watches,  The  Words  of  Jesus,  <kc.  New  York :  Robert 
Carter  and  Brothers.     1865.  , 

This  volume,  much  after  the  manner  of  the  geographical  and  his- 
torical parts  of  Conybeare  and  Howson's  Life  of  Paul,  traces  the 
course  of  the  apostle  from  the  earliest  notices  of  him  in  the  New  Tes- 
tament through  the  scenes  of  his  ministry  to  his  death,  describing  the 
great  cities  in  Syria,  Asia  Minor,  Greece,  and  Macedonia,  in  which 
he  planted  churches,  delineating  the  great  features  of  the  countries 
through  which  he  passed  on  his  journeys,  relating  the  incidents  of 
his  travels  and  voyages,  and  reciting  the  persecutions  and  sufferings 
he  encountered,  and  the  successes  with  which  he  met  It  is  written 
with  much  ease  and  spirit,  and  though  yielding  in  some  cases  too 
much  perhaps  to  the  sway  of  fancy,  presents  a  very  graphic  and  im- 
pressive picture  of  the  unexampled  labors,  self-denials,  and  achieve- 
ments, of  that  most  extraordinary  man.  Besides  several  maps,  the 
work  is  illustrated  by  a  number  of  cuts. 


7.  Paley's  Evidences  of  Christiakitt,  with  Notes  and  Additions 
by  C.  M.  Nairne,  A.M.  New  York :  Robert  Carter  &  Brothers. 
1856. 

This  work,  though  not  without  imperfections,  is  the  ablest  Treatise  on 
the  subject  in  the  English  or  any  other  language ;  the  most  clear,  the 
most  learned,  the  most  ingenious,  tasteful,  and  candid,  and  the  most 
unanswerable  in  its  reasonings,  while  it  is  inimitable  in  the  perspicuity 
and  neatness  of  its  style,  and  the  appropriateness  and  grace  of  its  illus- 
trations. Coleridge  indeed,  and  other  followers  of  the  modem  German 
speculatists,  have  depreciated  it,  and  denied  even  the  possibility  of  evi- 
dences of  the  truth  of  Christianity,  and  a  crowd  of  inconsiderate  admi- 
rers h$ve  repeated  his  denunciation :  but  his  averseness  to  the  work 
sprang  from  his  idealism,  which  denying  the  existence  of  the  external 
world,  denies  that  there  are  any  media  by  which  the  divine  institution 
of  a  religion,  or  the  existence  of  God,  can  be  demonstrated.  His  objec- 
tion is  an  objection  of  atheism  accordingly,  and  h  absurd  and  im- 
pious, therefore,  to  those  who  believe  in  the  divine  Being,  the  troth 
of  our  senses,  the  reality  of  the  material  world,  the  existence  of  the 
human  race,  and  the  possibility  and  fact  of  a  revelation  from  God. 
The  explanatory  and  illustrative  notes  by  the  editor  consist  in  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  quotations. 
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